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PREFACE

T T

READER.

Can veryeafily phanfie,that miny upon the
very, ﬁr/}ﬁgyh‘f nf{ie Title; d:zy‘ll ; efent-
ly imagine, hat the Author docs cither
want rea

preffure of [ome pitiful
is much out of humonr, and
the prefent condition of Aj
that he writes to no purpofz
wing been abundance of unprofitable Advifers
in this kird.

As to my being under fome low Charch
Difpenfation, you may know, I'write not owt
of a pinching neceffty, or ot of amy vifing
defign ; and you may pleafe to believe, that
although I have a moft folemn yeverence f2
the Clergy in general, and efpecially for
of England ; yet, for my own part, I nisf

Az confefs
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= A seveaiid

The Preface to the Reader.
that holy Emplay-
thought of being
that think {0, b,

onfefs to you, I am
ments and have as little
Dean or Bifhop,
hapes of & ing

Nor 1 mifl
judge me in t
ways difpofed

Foi

difconten, .d, or any
flurb the peace of the

h: For in
Kings nor
uld ]uu///l me to

coming in. I am not, /11 L//m you, any
of xhoﬂ occafional Writers, that miffing I’m
ferment in the Univerfity, can prrfmly writ

you their wew ways aff/rl:z'nm 2 [/;mo a

Littl,

ich 1 fuppofed ol-
this /x’wL i5 altogether
¢ been an infin

7] (;,;v, Menders | that
any tedio
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Grounns and Occasions
OF THE
CONTEMPT
OF THE
CLERGY and RELIGION

Enquired into.

S IR,
"R H AT fhort Difcourfe, which
we lately had concerning the
Clergy, “continucs fo frelh in
your mind, that I perccive, by
your laft, you are more than a little trou-
bled to obferve that Dif-cfteem that lies
upon feveral of thofe ho'y Men. Your
good withes for the Church, 1 know, are
very ftrong and unfeigned, and your hopes
of the World receiving much more advan-
tage, and betcer advice, from fome of the
Clergy than ufually ic is found by Expe:
A 4 rience
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ence to do, are neither needlefs nor ime
poilible. And as T havea'ways been a de-
vour Admirer, as well as afiric Obferver
wof your Actions: fo [ haye conftantly ta-
ken a great delight to cf‘;a?uv with youin

your very Thou,

Sir, that I have fpent fome few hours up-
on thac which was the occafion of your
laft Letter, and the fubje of our late Di-
feoure, And before, Sir,  upoit
telling you what arc my- Agprehenfions;
Uit heartily profe(s, that for my ow
part, Idid never think, atall T un-
derftood the Excellency and Perfection of
a Church, but that Ours now latelyRefto-
red, as formerly Eftablifhed, does far out-
- as to all Chriftian ends and purpofcs

her chie Pomp and Bravery: of Rome het
{elf, cor the beft of Free Spiritual States.
Bue if fo ic be allowable where we haye

{o undoubtedly Learned 4

lergy, to fuppofe that fome of that fa-
red- Profeflion, might poffibly ‘have ar-
taind to a greater degree of Efteem and
Ufefulnefs to- the Worlds - then I hope
what has thus long hindred fo grear and
defirable a Blefling to this Nation, may
be modeftly guc(sd at; cither without
giving any wilful o c to thes prefent
Church ;

nd Honourable

ot

or any great trouble, dear &ii7,
to your felf : And if I'be not very muich
miftaken, whatever has heretofor ; ‘or.
docs at prefent leflen the Valuc of o ur
Clergy, or render it any degree lefs e
viceable to the World than might be %
fonably hoped, may be cafily referred

ewo very  plain things ; the Zznorance «
{ome, and:the Poverty of others of the

noranceof fome of
would make a fcarch
to purpofe, we muft -go as:-deep.as: the
i i n; and,doubt-
very beginnings of Education; v
lefs, ‘may part of our Misfor-
I« old fahioned Methods and
Diftipline of Schooling itfelf: Upon the
cring of which, although much of
the Improvement 6f our Clergy cannotbe
denied mainly o depend 5 yet by 5
this is o well known to your clf, asa f’['
that there has been many of undoubeld
Learning and Experience, that have tczo\.i
their feveral Models for this purpofe 5 ;
fhall. cherefore-only mention fuch lofs E
timeand abufe of youth,as is moft remark-
able and mifchievous, and as cq;_lld not b?
conveniently omirted in a Difcourfe of
this nature, though never o fhort.

And firft, as to
our Clergy 5 if w

laya g

1e ¢

nct
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And firft of all, it were certainly worth
the confidering,whether it be unavoidably
neceffary to keep Lads to fisteenor feven-
teen years of Age, in pure flavery to a
few Latinand Greck words > Or whether
icmay not be more convenicnt, efpecially
if we call to mind their natural Inclinaci-
ons to cafe and idlenefs, and how harldly
they are perfuaded of the excellency of
the liberal Arts and Sciences, any further
than the fmart of the laft picce of Difci-
pline is frefh in their memories ; whether,

1fay, it be not morc proper and beneficial,
o mix with thof¢ unpleafant Tasks and
Drudgeries, fomething that in probability
might notonly takemuch better withthem,
but might alfo be much cafier obtained >
As fuppofe, fome part of time was al-
lotted them for the reading of fome inno-
cent Englifh Authors; where they need
not go every line o unwillingly to a tor-
menting Di&ionary ; and whereby they
might come in a fhort time to apprehend
common fence; and to begin to Jjudge
what is true: For you fhall have Lads that
arearch Knaves at the Nominative Cafe,
and that have a notable quick ye at fpy-
ing out the Verb, who for want of read-
ing fuch common and familiar Books,
fhall

[ ]
{hall underftand no more of what is plain
and eafie, than a well educated D\xg/(\r
Horfe. Or fuppofe, they \\'crctaug\v\l (as
they might much eafier be than What is
commonly offered to them) the Princi-
ples of Arithmetick, Geometry, and fuch
alluring pares of Learning : as thefe thmg.s
undoubtedly would be much more ufe-
ful, fo much more delightful o them,
than to be tormented with a tedious Sto-
ty how Phacton broke his Neck ; or how
many Nuts and Apples Zyrirus had for hxi_
Supper : For moft _certainly \omhs},‘ i
handfomly deale with, arc much inclina-
ble to Emulation, and toa very ufeful e-
ftcem of Glory : and more cipecially if
it be the Reward of Knowledge ; and
thercfore if fuch things were carcfully
anddifereetly propounded to them ,
whergin they might not only carncftly
contend amongft themfelves, bur might
alfo fee how far they out-skil the reft of
the World ; a Lad hereby would think
himfelf high and mighty, and would cee-
tainly take great delight in contemning
the next unlearned Mortal he meetswith-
al. But if inftead hereof, you dict him
with nothing but Rules and Exceprions 3
with trcfome Repetitions of Awmo’s and

Hobbes | 40696062
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wHu's 5 fetting a day alfo apart to recite
rbatim all the burdenfome Task of the
foregoing Week (which I am confident s
ufinally as dreadful as an old Parliament
Faft) we muft needs believe that fuch a
one, thus managed, will fearce think to
prove immortal by fuch performances and
accomplithments as thefe. You know ve-
ty well, Sir, that Lads, in the general,
hiave buta ind of ugly and odd concepe
tion of Learning ; and look upon it as
fuch a ftarving thing, and unneceffary
perfection (cfpecially as it is ufually d
pens'd out unto them) that Nine-pinsand
Span-counter are judged much more hea-
venly Employments +" And therefore what
pleafure, do” we think, can fuch a one
take, in being bound to get again(t break-
faft two or three hundred Ramblers out
of Homer, in commendation of Achilless
Toes, or the Grecian's Boots: Or to I aye
meafured out unto him, very carly in the
morning, fiftecen or twenty well faid on
Lathes, for letcing a Syllable flip too foon,
or_hanging too long upon it; Doubr lefs, ,
wftane Execution upon fich grand Mif-
cartiages as thefe, will cernally engage
1t0-2 moft admirable opinion of the

Lads

fug
Lads, cerrainly, ought to be won by
soffible Arts and Devices; and though
all poii e an o
many have invented finc Pi
Games, to cheat them inco che ur 7 a-
king of unreafonable burdens, yet this,
y 1o me: fuch a lafting Temptati-
by no means, 1s ing "
on, as the propoundir 9( '\\ ich
in it felf is pleafant and alluring : For we
fhall find very many, though of "“fl\f
celling quicknefs, will foon pereciy c}\;“ny
defign of the Landskip, and {o loo ‘vs
through the Veil, will then bcg\:} é) take
as little delight in thofe pretty mfml-
vances,asin getting by heart three or four
Ieaves of ungay'd Nonfence
Neither {eems t 2
be o prevailing and catchit 3
i n;;hl[ offering of fuch !’muk»‘\\'\hllcb
are ingenious and convenient ; d““ﬂ‘“{
ing but very few fo intolerably ; il 45
their Bellics, as to look upon the hopes
of a Cake, ora few ¢ fuf:
ficient recompen( for crack
with a heap of independent s, e
Tam nor {enfible, that I have {aid any
thing in_difparagement of thofe ewo fa-
mous Tongues (
there being much reafon to. val
beyond others ; becaufe the b

mane
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[r4]
manc Learning has been delivered unto
us in thofe Languages. But he that wor-
thips them, purely out of honour to Rame
and Athens, having litele or no refpect to
the ufefulnefSand excellency of the Books
themfelves (as many do) it is a fign he
has a great cfteem and reverence of Anti-
quity, butIthink him by no means com-
parable for happinefs to him who catchies
Frogs, or hunts Butcerfli
That fome Languages thercfore ought
to be ftudicd, is in a manner abfolugely
neceffary, unlefs all were brought to orie
(which Wwould be_the happicft thing the
World could withfor ;) bur whether the
beginning of them, might not be morc
infenfibly inftilled, and more advanrage-
oufly obtained, by reading philofophical,
as well as other ingenious Authors, than
Famia Lingusrin's, crabbed Pocms, and
crofS-graind Profe ; as it hath been here-
tofore by others, fo it ought to be afrefh
confidered by all well-withers, cicher to
the Clergy or Learning,

I know where it is the fafhion of fome
Schools to preferibe 2 Lad, for his Even-
ing refrefhment, out of Commenius, all
the Terms of Art, belonging to Anatomy,
Mathematicks, orfome fiuch piece of Lear-

ning.

it ] .
ning. Now, is it nota very likely thing
that a Lad fhould take moft abfolute de-
light in conquering fuch a pleafant
sk, where, perhaps, he has two or
three hundred words to keep in mind,
with a very fmall proportion of Sence
thereunto belonging ;  whereas the ufe
and full Mcaning of all thofe difficult
Terms, would have been moft infenfibly
obrained, by leifurely reading in particu-
lar this or the other Science  Is it not al-
fo likely to be very favory, and of com-
fortable ufe to one, that can fcarce diftin-
guifh berween Virtue and Vice, to be
tasked with high and Moral Poem? l‘o-r
example, Tt is ufually faid, by that
are intimately acquamted with him, that
Homer's Tliads and Odjffes contain myfki-
cally all the Moral for certain, ifnot
a great part of the Gofpel (T fuppofe
much after that rate that Rablus faid his
Garagantus_contained all the Zen Com-
mandments) but perceivable only to thofe
that have a Poctical difcerning Spirit 5
wich, which giff, 1 fuppofc few ac School
are fo early qualified. Thofe admirable
Verfes, Sir, of yours both I:‘ng_/,"b ;\an
others, which you haye fometimes fa-
voured me with a fighe of, will not 1?F—

fer
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fer me to be fo fortifh, as ro flight or
undcrvalue fo greatand noble an Accom-
plithment.  Bur the committing of fuch
high-and brave fenc’d Poems to a School-
boy, whofe main bufinefs is to fearch our
cunningly the Antccedent and the R
tive, to lieat catch for a fpruce Phrafe,
Proverb, or a quaine and pithy Sentence,
is not only to very little purpofe, but
thar having gargled only thofe clegant
Books at School, this {erves them inftead
of reading them afterward, ‘aad does in
a manner prevent their being furthes
it f that all the Improve:
ment, whatfoever ic be, thar may be
reaped out of the beft and choiceft Poc
is for the moft part ueterly loft ; in thar
a time is ufually chofen of reading them,
when Dif¢retion is much wanting to gain
thence any true Advanrage. Thus thatads
mirabie and highly ufeful picce of Morali-
ty Zully's Offices, becauft it is a Book com-
monly conftrued at School, is generally
afterwards {0 contemn'd by Academicks,
thar it is a long hours work to convince
them, that it is worthy of being lookid
into again, becaufe they reckon it as a
Book read over at School, and no que-
flion norably digefted.

K'd

I

[171

If thierefore the ill Methods of School-
ing does not only occafion a great lofs of
time there, but alfo does beget in Ladsa
very odd opinion and apprehenfion of
Learning, and much difpofes them to
idle, when gor 4 lictle free from the ufu:
Severitics ; and that the hopes of mo
or lefs Tmprovément in the Iniverfities,
very much depend hereupon, it is, with-
out all doubt, the great Concernment of
all thae wih well to the Church, thac
fiich Care and Regard be had to the Ma
nagement of Schools, that the Clergy be
not {o much obftruéted in their firlt Ac
tempts and Preparations to Learning.

I cannor, ¢
as not ro confider, th:
now offer’d upon this Argument, has not
only been largely infifted on by other:
buc alfo refers not particularly to the
Clergy (whofec Welfare and Efteem I
feem at prefeat in a fpecial manner {oli-
cicous about) but in general to all Leas
ned Profeflions, and therefore might red«
fonably have been omitred ; which cer
rainly T had done, had T not calld to
mind, that of thofe many, that propound
to themfelves Learning for a Profeflion;
there is s one of ten, bur that his

B Lot,
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Lot, Choice or Neceflity, determines him
to the Study of Divinity.

Thus, Sir, I have given you my
Thoughts concerning the Orders and
Cuftoms of Common Schools : a Confi-
deration, in my apptehenfion, not flight-
ly tobe weighed ; being that to me feems
hereupon very much to depend the Lear-
ning and Wifdom of the Clergy, and the
Profperity of the Church.

The next Unhappinefs, that {eems to
have hindred fome of our Clergy from
arriving to that degrec of Underftan-
ding, that becomes fiich an Holy Office,
whereby their Company and Difcourfes
might be much more than they common-
ly are valued and defired, is, the in-
confiderate fending of all kind of Tads
to the Univerfities, let their Parts be n
ver {o low and pitiful, and the Inftructi-
ons they have lain under never fo mean
and contemptible, and the Purfes of

their Friends never o fhort to maintain

them there. If they have but the Com-
mendation of fome lamentable and piti-
ful Conftruing-Mater, it pafics for fuf-
ficient cvidence, that they will prove

a

Perfons very eminent in the Church.
y, if a Lad has but a lufty
an

That is to

[19]
and well-bearing Memory (
the uflial and almoft only thing where-
by they judge of their Abilicies) if he
can fing over very tunably three or four
Stanza’s of s Poetry, be very quick
and ready to tell what's' Latin for all the
Inftruments belonging to his :Fatl
Shop ; if prefently, upon the
he. know a Spondee from a D,
and can fit a few of thofe {am
any fence to his fingers ends; - if laftly,
he can fay perfe@ly by heart his Acade-
mick Catechifm, in pure and pafling Za-
tin, d.e. What is his Name > Where went
heto Scho hat Author t5 he be(t
and chiefly A forward Boy,
cries the School-Mafter, a very preg-
nant Child ! ten thoufand pities, but he
fhould be a Scholar : He proves a Cler-
gy-man, Il warrant you. Away to the
Univerfity he muft needs go ; then for a
little Logick, a little Athicks, and, God
knows, a very little of every thing elfe,
and the next time you meet him is in
the Pulpir.

Neither ought the Mifchief which a-
rifes from fmall Country Schools to pafs
unconfidered ; the Little Governours
whereof, having, for the moft part, not

B & fuck'd

is being
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{201

fuck’'d in above fix or feven mouthfuls
of Univerfity Air, muft yet by all means
ﬁlprofe themfelves fo notably furnifh’d
with all fores of Inftruéions, and are fo
ambitious of the Glory of being counted
able to fend forth now and then to Ox-
ford or Cambridge, from the little Houfe
by the Church-yard’s fide, one of their
ill-educated Difciples, that to fuch as
thefe oft-times is committed the Guis
dance and Inftrucion of a whole Pariflr:
whofe Parts and Improvements duly con-
fidered, will fcarce render them fit Go=
vernours of a {mall Grammar-Caftle.
Nor that ic is neceffary to believe, that
there never was a Learned or Ufeful
Perfon in the Church, but fich whofe
Education had been at Weftminfler or St.
Paul’s: But, whereas moft of the {mall
Schools, being, by their firft Founders
defigned only for the Advantage of
poor Parifh-Children ; and alfo that the
Stipend is ufally fo {mall and difcou-
raging, that very few, who can do much
more than teach to write and read, will
accepe of fuch Preferment ; for thefe to
pretend to rig out their {mall ones for
an Univerfity-Life, proves oft times a
very grear Inconvenience and Damage
to the Church. And

[21]

And as many fuch difinal things are

fent forth thus with very fiall Tackling,
fo not a few are p(cdeﬂlx\a;cd chither
by their Friends, from the Fore-fight ‘of
a good Benefice, If there be rich Pa-
fture, profitable Cuftoms, and that Hie
ry the Eighth has «aken out no Toll,
:{m Holy Land is a very good Land,
and affords abundance of Milk and Ho-
ney : far be it from their Confeiences
the confidering whether the Lad is like-
ly to be ferviceable to the Church, or
to_make wifer and betrer any of his Pa-
rifhioners.

All chis may feem at firft fight to be
eafily avoided by a ftrict Examination at
the Univerfities, and {o returning by the
next Carrier all that was fent up not fir
for their purpofe. But becaufe many of
their Relations are oft-times of an infe-
riour Condition ; and who cither by im-
prudent Counfellors, or elf¢ out of a
tickling conceit of their Sons being,
forfooth, an Univerfity Scholar, have
purpofely omitted all other opportunitics
of a Livelihood, ta return {uch, wo‘u';J
{eem a very fharp and {eyere Difappoint
ment. Paflibly it might be much beceoe it
Parents themfelyes, or their Friends,would

B3 be



" [22]
be much moré wary ot determining their
Children to the “Trade of Learning.
And if fome of undoubted Knowledge
and Judgment, would offer their Adyice,
and fpeak their hopes of a Lad about
thirceen or fourteen years of Age (which
Tll affure you, Sir may be done with-
out Conjuring:) and never omit to en-
quire, whether his Relations are able
and willing to maintain him feven years
at the Univerfity , ‘or fee fome cerrain
way of being continued there {o long,
by the Help of Friends or others : a5
alfo upon no fuch conditions, as fhall
in likelihood deprive him of the great
eft part of his Studies.

For it is'a Common Fafhion of 2
great many, to complement and invite
inferiour Peoplc’s Children to the Uni.
verfity, and there pretend to make fuch
an all-bountiful Provifion for them, as
they fhall not fail of coming to a very
Eminent Degree of Learning : But when
they come there, they fhall fave a Ser-
vant's Wages. They took thercfore
heretofore a very good Method ro pre-
vent Sizars over-heating their Brains
Bed-making , Chamber-fiveeping , and
Watcr-fetclung, were, doubtlefs, great
Prefe.

===

[231
¢ s againft too much vain Phi®
fél‘k{;;rl:;.mhoé certainly fuch Preten-
ded Favours and Kindneffes as thefe, are
the moft downright Difcourtefics in thf:
Wortld. For it is ten times more happy,
both for a Lad and the Church, to be
a Corn-cutter , or a Tooth-drawer, to
make or mend Shocs, or be of any in-
feriour Profeffion, than to be invited to,
and promifed the Convemcncxcs‘ot’l a
Learned Educat\ion, and to lz‘lt\‘;cC:lS
\: nly ftand airing upon -
}:;?e'l‘:blzs, and h(iis :ghief Bufinefs fhall
Eggs and Burter.
¥ 15213:?; ouggls\t Lads Parts, before they
be determined to the Univerfity, be on-
ly confidered, and likelyhood of not
Deing difappointed in their Studies, but
alfo Abilitics or Hopes of being main-
tained until they be Mafters of Arts.
For whereas two "hundred, for the moft
patt, yearly Commence, {carce the fifth
part of thefe continue after their taking
the firlt Degree.  As for the reft, ha-
ving cxadly Learned, Quid cft Logica 2
and Quot funt Virtutes Moralzs2 down
they go by the firlt Carrier, upon the
top of the Pack, into the Welt or
North, or elfewhere, Bnc:ordmg ai f(t]a‘xc::l;




[24]
Eftates lie, with Burgerfdecius, Euflachius,
and fuch great helps of Divinity ; and
then for the Propagation of the Gofpel.
By that time they can fay the Predica-
ments and Creed, ‘they have their choice
of Preachiiig or Starving. Now, what
a Champion for Truth is fuch a thing
fikely to be: What an huge Blaze lie
makes in the Church: What a Raifer of
Dodlrines > What a Confounder of He-
refics 2 What an  Able Interpterer of
Hard Places » What a Refolver of Cafes
of Confcience ? and What a Prudefit
Guide muft he needs be to all his Pa
rith 2

You. may &)mbly think, Sir, that
this o early Preaching might be cafily
avoided by" with-holding Holy 'Orders,
the Church having very pradently con-
ftirated in her Canons, That noné un.
der Twenty three years of Age (which
is the ufual Age aficr feven years bein
at the Univerfity) - fhould be admitreﬁ
to that Great Employment.

This indeed might feem to do fome
Service, were it carefully obferved ; and
were there not a thing to be got, cal-
led a Difpentation, which will prefently

¢ you as old as you pleafe.

Bur

.

s 11 fuppofe
if you will, Sir, we'll fuppofe
rlxn]?:ut()rdgs were ftrictly denied to a.lli
unlefs qualified nccord‘mg 1t{)c n‘;c,zér;)n.bm
c: forefec any other edy,
:131:: ?;o’(’{ of tlmfcyUniverﬁty Youngfters
muft all o the Parith, and bcwmc a‘
“Town Charge, until they be of Spnrlngun
Age. For Philofophy isda ve?y lflkS[y Rx;g[{n
v} is cold: And a fmall Sylls
‘gfh;':ﬁzfn (though it be Wollchius ium—
felf) is not fufficient when one is ‘mn—
ry. What then fhall we do with them,
End where fhall we difpofe of dlmeu:—
il they come to an Holy Ripenefs? g
we venture them into the Desk to e
Service 2 That cannot be, b;cauu‘ 1lmt
capable : Befides, the Tempting ‘ﬁl pit
nfually ftands too ncar. Or, fhall we
truft them in fome good Gendc_mcns,
Houfes, there to perform Holy things:
With all my heart; fo that they n{\a)i
fiot be called down from their mklm
o fay Grace to every Health: Tm(-
they ‘may have a lictle berer Walgcs.
than the Cook or Butler : As alfo that
there be a Groom in the Houfe, befides
the Chaplain : (For fometimes tO :{;c
Ten Pounds a Year, (he}' c‘m\yd :)
looking after a3 couple o L’gldmgix;d
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And that he may not be fent from Ta-
ble, picking his Teeth, and fighing with
his Hat under his Arm, whilft the Knight
and my Lady ear up the Tarts and Chic-
kens: It may be alfo convenient, if he
were fuffered to fpeak now and then in
the Parlour, befides ar Grace and Pray-
ertime: And that my Coufin Abigail
and he fit not too near one another ar
Meals: Nor be prefented together to
the little Vicarage. All this, Sir, muft
be thought of : For in good carnelt, a
Per(on at all thoughtful of himfelf and
Confeience, had much better chufe to
live with nothing but Beans and Peafe-
pottage (o that he may have the com-
mand of his Thoughts and Time) than
to have his fecond and third Courfes ,
and to obey the unrcafonable Humours
of {ome Families.
And, as fome think, two or three
Years Continuance in the Univerfity,
to be time fufficient for being very greac
Inftruments in the Church ; o “others
we have fo moderate , as to count
that a folemn Admiffion, and a for-
mal  paying of College  Detriments,
without ‘the Trouble of Philofophical
Difcourfes, Difputations, and the like,

are

Gz} fl far
will influence as
a;c I‘\f:::;:rlﬂcz,[h:;d improve though at
Z:w\ er fo great a diftance. e
So ftrangely poffeffed are ‘\ e
eneral , with the Eafines and o
%rc sarations that are requifie ml(:
Un&tcrmking of the meﬂr{, :llnam1
whereas in other Profeffions ¢ I&y.E g
ly fec what conﬁdcr;{’l;lc :n:oc ;::i 3){: =
: have any Hopes
Efn(flmc;l:uyglﬂo pm)éii('c, with an‘{ sz;
hdcnce, what they have dcﬁgncmi y :
to preach to ordinary Peo Cl’la 'udg9d
vern a Country-Parifh, is ufually ju lg}n_
fuch an cafie Performance, that ;n} B
dy counts himfelf fic for the :\3“[\3.
ent. We find very few myumm on:
xl‘:ly confident of their own -“m', nls r‘(;
profefs cither Law or Phyfick, witl IOln
cither a confiderable Continuance dl
fome of the Juns of Court, or an indu-
firious Search into Herbs, An?to'm:{)é
Chymiftry, and the like; unlefs ltq =
only to make a Bond, or give a y
fter. Bu, as for the Knack of Preaci -
ing, as they call i, that is 1_uch a \Li
ry Eafie Actainment, that he is coumi
dull to purpofe that is not able at nz\ne
ry {mall Warning, to faften upon_rcx);
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Text of Seripture ; and to rear and
tumble it till the Glaf§ be our. Many,
T know very well, are forced to dife
continue, having neither Stock of their
own, nor Friends to maintain them in
the Univerfity. Buc whereas a Man’s
Profeffion  and Employment in  this
World, is very much in his own, or in
the Choice of  fuch who are moft nearly
concerned for him : He therefore that
forefees that he is not likely to have
the Advantage of a continued Educati-

on, he had much betrer Commir him-
lf to an approved of Cabler or Zinker,
wherein he may be duly refpected accor
ding to his Oﬁyce and Condition of Life,
than to be only a difefteemed Pettifoz-

ger ot Emperick in Divinity. .
By this time, Sir, I hope you begin to

confider , what a great Difadvantage it

has been to the Church and Religion,
the meer Venturous and inconfiderate

Determining of Youths to the Profeffion

of Learning,

There is ftill one thing by a very few
at all minded, chat ought’alfo not to
be over-looked; and that s a good
Conftitution and Health of Body. And
thercfore difcreet and wife Phyficians
ought

s
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it alfo to be confulted, beforc\ an La?-
‘fgul%te Refolve be made Eo llxvc L‘.\:‘n g‘rﬁ
Learned. For he that has * s
Shoigh sobay and g, may b o 2
v fic Habic of Body to &
:nc\?c,hm;s, in general, is (eqm’ﬁ[e.wy;:
COm{)E[Cn[ Degree of; %‘ﬁéﬁ::g i
Ithough Reading and 3
:e::(l:cf neither Legs rl‘?;gAf}?;i’ ‘2:( ﬂc;gxs
tainly there is noth ; o
Spirits, diforders the 5
le‘\efcelgles the whole Bodyf Of&nﬁ
5 mm;fck&“dlcs‘arri:;s}’ais there is
rives Blocks, or carrie: o
f Parts, no Anxiety
o o e clletual Penfive-
of Mind, no great inte cl e
5: Let him but wipe his £
:;% he is perfe@ly recovered. Bu[bclt]e‘
that has many Languages to rememkl s
the Nature almoft of the whole Wor rg
confule; many Hiftorics, Fathers, a_nk
Councils to {earch into ; if the FHabTx‘ix-
of his Body be not Strong and 1§a 3
ful, you will foon find him as thin =
Me’rayhlﬂrk:, and look as pxe:lang i
School ‘Subtilty. This, Sir, caull no:b&
conveniently omitted ; not Lv\ny,f =
caufe many are very Carelefs o =
Point, and at a venture dercrmm;:’ h

ung
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Young Relations to Learning ; but be-
caufe, for the moft parc, if amongft
many, there be but one of all the Fami-
ly that is Weak and Sickly, that is Lan-
guithing and Confumptive, this of all
the rcﬁ. as counted not fir for any
Courle Employment, fhall be pick’d our
as a Choice” Veflel for the Church :
Whereas, moft evidently, he is much
more able to dig daily in the Mines,
than to fic crofi-legg'd Mufing upon his
Book.

I am very fenfible how obvious it
might be here to hint, That this, fo
Curious and  Severe Inquiry , would
much hinder the Practice, and abate
the Flourifhing of the Univerfities : As
alfo, there has been feveral, and are
ftill many Living Creatures in the World,
who, whilt Young, were of a very
Slow and Meek Apprehenfion, have yet
afterwards Cheared up into a Grear
Brisknefs, and became Mafters of much
Reafon : And others there have been,
who, although forced to a fhort Contic
nuance in the Univerfity, and that ofg<
times interrupted by unavoidable Servi-
ces, have yet, by a fingular Care and
Induftry, proved very Famous in their
Gene-

=Y Ifo of

jon ¢ ly, fome alfo of
G.eucmytgsl-c a;x‘x;li l?,‘%a)ﬁc Conﬂltuuon;
in heir_ Childhood , have oucfludied
their Diftempers, and have become Vl:
1y Healthful, and Serviceable to th
u‘)x‘éd}ix the Flourithing , Sir, of f:t:{:
Univerfities ; \\'llmr llm?1 hccx: \(v}cc(gzlce ;::en’

i ot, in the leaft, at "
?:;:‘(f\bn(;oming thither is chiefly for lhg
Hopes of Single Improvement, arll‘e
whofe Eftates do free them fmrfn Atm
b nl‘vaul;h:f\[ya a?at!t:‘choas in-

jences ;

:::di‘;!';xakc Learning their Profeflion,
as well as Accomplifbment : So [}m o[\}xlr—
Schools may be ftill as full of F ousi|
ings, of Fine Cloaths , RlCl\A Go\\,;si
and Future Benefactors, as ever. m‘
fuppofe we do imagine, as it is not {:e
ceffary we fhould , ll\é}[ the Numl Tr
fhould be a litcle leflen’d ; this fuccl );’
will not abate the true Sglcndou; of
an_Univerfity, in any Man’s Opn_ﬁ:{m,
but his, who reckons the H°,““d mgf
thereof,, rather from the Multitude of
meer Gowns, than from the Ingcnuu).
and Learning of thofe that wear them;

no more than we have reafon to cota:
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the flourithing of the Church, from thac
valt number of People that crowd into
Holy Orders , rather than from thofe
learned and ufeful Perfons, that defend
her ‘Truths and manifeft her Ways.

Bur, I fay, I do not fee any perfect

Neceflity, that our Schools fhould here-
upon be thinn'd and lefs frequented ;
having faid nothing againft the Multi-
tude, bur the Indifcreer Choice. If
therefore, inftead of fuch either of In-
feriour Parts, or a Fecble Conftitution,
or of Unable Friends, there were pick’d
out thofe that were of a tolerable Inge-
nuity , of a Study-bearing Body , and
had good Hopes of being  continucd ;
as hence there is nothing to hinder our
Univerfities from being full, fo dike-
wife from being of great Credit and
Learning.

Nor to deny then, but that now and
then there has been a Lad of very Sub-
miflive Parts, and perhaps uu‘grcar
fhare of time allowed him for his Stu-
dies, who hath proved, beyond all Ex-
pectation, Brave and Glorious: Yet,
furely,, we are not to over-reckori this
{o rare a hic, as to think that one
fuch proving Lad fhould make Recom-
penfi
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penfc and Satisfaction for thofe many
Weak ones (as the Common People
love to phrafe them) that are in the
Church. And that no Care oighc to
be rtaken, no Choice made, no Main-
tenance provided « or confidered, be-
caufe now and then in an Age, one
miraculoufly, beyond all Hopes, proves
Learned aud Ufeful, is a Practice,
whereby never greater Mifchiefs and
Dif-efteem has been brought upon the
Clergy.

I have in fhort, Sir, run over what
feemed to me the firft Occafions of
that fmall Learning, that is to be found
amongft fome of the gy. 1 fhall
now pals from Schooling to the Uni-
verfiti

1 am not fo unmindful of that Devo-
tion which I ow to thofe Places, nor of
that great Efteem I profefs to have of
the Guides and Governours thereof, as
to go abour to prefcribe new Forms
and Schemes of Education, where Wif=
dom has laid her Top-ftone. Neither
fhall T here examine which Philofophy
the Old or New, makes the beft Ser-
mons : It is hard to fay that Exhor-

C rations
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tations can be to no purpofe, if the
Preacher believes that the Earth turs
round : Or, that his Reproofs can tak
no effed, unlefs he will fuppofc a Pacu-
um.  There have been good Sermons,
no queftion, made in the days of Mate
ria Primaand Occuls Qualities : and there
are doublefs, ftill good Difcourfes now
under the Reign of Atoms.

There are but two things wherein I
count the Clergy chiefly concerned (as

to l'murﬂty Improvements ) that at
prefent T fhall venture to make Inquiry
1nto.

Aund the firft-is this, Whether or no
it were not highly ufeful ( efpecially
for the Clergy, who are fuppofed to
k_Englifh to the People) thae En-

were impofed upon Lads,
not in Publick Schools, yet at leaft
\nr but lhu I am abun-
, O Latin ! 'tis
d Lh\. \uy cream of
/ Oratory is the
Languages : The fame Rules
bferved, the fame Method, the
uments, and Arts of Perfia-
3 But yer it feems fomewhat beyond
the

the reach of ordinary 3 outh, fo toa

hend thofe yu\u\[ Laws, as to make
a hwt and allowable Ufe of them in all
Lar es, unlefs exercifed particularly
in them. Now, we know, the Lan-
guage that the very Learned part of
this Nation muft truit o live by, unlefs
it be to make a Bond or preferibe a
Purge (which poflibly may not oblige
or work fo well in any other Lan-
as Latin) is the Englifh. And
er 2 Lad has taken his leave of Ma-
dam Univerfity, God blefs him, he is
not likely to deal afrerward with much
L 5 i 1y -

Language \\uh which we ar
and rockd afleep, and the
needs none of this Artificial
added Care. For ot

fpeak very well, plainly, and to the
purpofc, and yet write moft Pernicious
and Phantaftical Stuff: Thinking, l\

whatfocyer is Written muft be more
ordinary, muft be bey
Common Speed
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ding and Learning, though it be alto-
gether Needlefs, and perfectly Ridi-

cu'ous.

Neither ought we to fuppoft it fuffi-
cient, that Englifh Books be frequent-
ly read, becanfe there be of all forts
good and bad (and the worft are like-
ly to be admired by Youth more than
the beft) unles Exercifes be required
of Lads, whereby it may be guefled
what their Judgment is, where they may
be miftaken, and what Authors they
propound to themfelves for Imitation.
For by this means they may be corre-
&ed. and advifed carly, according as
occafion fhall require: Which if not
done, their ill Stile will be fo confir-
med, and their Improprictics of Speech
will become f{o natural, that it will be
very hard matter to ftir or alter
Fathion of Writing. It is very
ious to obferve, what delicate Let-
ters your Young Students write after
they have got a little Smack of Uni-
verfity Learning ! In what Elaborate
Heights and Toffing Nonfenfe will they
greet a down-right Englifh Father, or a
Country Friend ! If there be a plain
Word

[37]

Word in it, and fuch as is ufed at
home, this taftes nor, fay they, of l-;—
ducation amongft Philofophers, and it
is counted damnable Duncery and want
of Phanfie: becanfe, Towr Loving
Friend, ot Humble Servant, is a com-
mon Phrafe in Country-Letters; there-
fore the Young Epifiler is Tours o the.
Antipodes, or at leaflt to the Centre of
the Earths and becaufe Ordinary Folks
Love and - Refpect you , therefore you
are to him the Pole Star, a Facob’s
Staff, a Load-Stowe, and a Damask
Rofe.

And the Mifery of i is, this perni-
cious accuftomed ~ way of reffion,
does ot only oft
them to their Benefice, bur accom-
panies them to the very Grave :
And for the moft part an Ordinary
Cheef-monger, or Plum!-Seller, that {carce
ever heard of an Univerfity, fhall write
much better Senfe ; and more to the
purpofe than thefe young Philofophers,
who injudicioufly hunting only for great
Words, make themfelves learnedly ri-
diculons,

€3 Neither
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Neither can it be cafily apprchended,
how the ufe of Enzlifh Exercifes fhould
any ways hinder the Improvement in
the Latin Tor t rather be much
to_its Advantage: And this may be
eafily belieyed, confidering what dainty
Seufl s ufually produced for a iy
Entereainment.” Chicken-broth is nor
thinner than that which is commonly
ed for a picce of moft pleading
and convincing Senfe. For, Ill bur
foppofe an Academick Youngfler to be
ac upon a Latin Or Away he
goes prefently to his Magazine of col.
lc@ed Phrafes; he picks out all the
Glitterings he can find 5 he hales in all
Provers, Flowers, Poelical Snaps, Tiles
out of the Dittiony, or elfe ready Lae
tind to his hand our of Licofthenes :
This done, he comes to the end of
[able, and having made a fubmifiiye
cg, and a Jirtle admird the Number

underftanding Countenances of his
(let the Subje@ be what it
falls prefencly into a moft /a.
int of his /n,fr/[ﬁurmy and
he, poor  thing, hath ne ai-
quaintance with above & Mife and g half;

and

ior

[39]
that he never drunk
icon, and you hav oty i
fuch a Task (perhaps the bufi
ly, which is the nobleft €
s ;
or a Loufe ) that wo
fome old Soker at Parna
ping umexpericnce

forry at the v

er Speech, and »

that you will lof> fo mm
to buar im: Tor ke fus i ;
sor Fire-works, Stars nor Glories 5 the
cursd Carrier {oft-bis beft Book of Phra-
fes and the malicious Mice and Rats cat
up all his Pearls y
Then ke rickles over
of the Bufinefs: By and by for 2 Simi-
Jitude from the s, or if they be
not at le; ¢fd Morn, a
[badyGrovesora purlisg : Thisdone,
ld be

wichitos [bort for him -to tel
wold {/ and fo, fearing hefhauld Grek
the thread of your Patience, he -concludes.

Now, it feems, Sir, very probable
that if Lads did but firlt of all deter-
mine in Englifh, what they intend to
fay in Latin, they would of (hcmu{-g\(c
i 3o oon
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foon difcern the Triflingne(s of fuch A-
pologies, the pitifulne(S of their Mat-
ter, and the Impertinency of their Tales
and Phanfies, and would, according to
their Subject, Age, and Parts, offer that
which would be much more manly,
and rolerable Senfc. And if I may tell
you, Sir, what T really think, moft of
that Ridiculoufnefs, phantaftical Phra-
fes, harfh, and fometimes blafphemous
Metaphors, abundantly foppith Simili-
rudes, childith and empty Tranfitions,
and the like, fo commonly uttered out
of Pulpits, and fo facally redounding to
the Difcredit of the Clergy, may, in a
great meafure , be charged upon the
want of that which we have here fo much
contended for.

The fecond Enquiry that may be
made; is this, Whether or no Punning,
Quibling, and that which they call
Joquing, -and fuch other Delicacies of
Wit, highly admired in fome Academick
Exercifes, might not be very conve-
nieatly omitted? For one may defirc
but to know this one thing : Tn what
profeflion fhall that fort of Wit prove
As for Law, where no-
thing

of Advantage »

{4l
i the moft reaching Subtilty,
:}K(rl‘gd\gu‘do(bﬂ Arguing is allo\\'cd]pf,
it is not to be imagined, that l\xu\w\;zx?g;
now and thena piece of 2 dry H(,IJ'
and wreathing here and there an x
Latin Saying into 2 Dnm:fll ‘]{ng Es
fhould give Title to an Ef] m»;‘l ¥
clear our an obfcure Evidence. l”n»[ a
lirele ferviceable can it be to :/,r.u
which is made up of fevere R;\a (1’“3;
and well tryed Experiments. H_nt 2
for Divinity, in this plac; 1 {hal :«_\l :,.
more, but that Lhoff: u(ually le]r \3(&
been Rope-dancers in the bcho? 5, oft-
times prove Fack-puddings in the ‘["un.r.
For he that in his Youth ha all 4)‘\\
himfelf this Liberey of Academick “‘\j
by this means he has ufually fo uw;:
his Judgment, becomes o L)rc)udkg‘rl 2-
gainft ~ fober Sence , and fo nlmggucf
difpofed to Trifling and Jingling : lhm‘
{o foon as he gets hold of a Text, he
prefently thinks that he has catch'd 0|lllC
of his old School-queftions ; and fo falls
a flinging it out of one hand into a]r\f:-
ther, tofling it this way and that ; ;rs
it run a little upon the Line, ‘thcnl :
wwtus , High Fingo, come ‘z“mm'rcl:icng
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catching at'a Word, there lie nibling and
fucking at an and, a by, a guic or a quid, 2
fieanda ficut ; and thus minces the Text
{o fmall, thac his Parifhioners, until he
rendezvouze i again, can fcarce rell
what's become of ir.
But, fhall we debar Youth of fuch
an Innocent and Harmlefs Recreation,
of fuch a grear Quickner of Parts, and
Promoter of. Sagacity? As for the firft,
its Innocency of being allowed of for 4
time, I am fo far from that petfuafion,
dliat from what has been before hinted,
I count it perfectly contagious, and as
a thing that for the mofi part infects
the whole Life, and influences upon
moft Ations: For he thar finds him-
felf to have the right Knack of letting
off a Joque, and of pleafing the Hum-
fters, he'is not only very hardly broughe
off from admiting choft goodly sp-
plaufes, and heayenly Shouts, bur it js
fen to one if he dire@s nor the whole
bent of his Studies to fuch idle and
contemptible Books, as fhall only fur-
nifh him with Maerials for a Laugh,
ocls all that fhould inform
and Reafon, and make
him

)
a3
y of Ufe and Rep:
And as for the
le fagacious and :
ople fag 3
I .)nll only defire that the Na-
ure of that kind of Wit may be cor :
dered, which will be found to depen
S 0
upon fome fuch Fooleries as tI“ SR
ﬁ‘r"{ of all, the lucky Ambiguity of fome
Word or Sentence. “Oh! vhat n\s_{\pp;:
nefs isit, and how much does a Young
fter count himfelf beholden to the lmrs,
that fhould help him to fuch a taking
VC&D And whereas there be fo :nn]u)
thoufand Words in che world, and thac
he fhould luck upon the right one, u.“
was fo very much to his pu £, i
that at tl xplofion made fuch a
oodly Report 2 Or clfe they rake Lil-
Grammar ; and if chey can but find
two or three Letters of any Nan !m
any of the Rules or Examples of ¢
good Man’s Works, it is as very a
ii*ccc of Wic, as any has pafS'd i
Town fince the King came in. Oh
wow the Frefh-men will skip to l\lmr
c of thofe Lincs well laugh'd ac, t m)
y have been fo often yerk'd for?
¢ is rrue, fuch things as thefe go for
> it

ion in
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Wit o long as chey continue in L.

%iz; but what difmally fhrimp'd things
would they appear, if turn'd into Zp-
&likh.  And if we fearch into what was
or might be pretended , we fhall find
the Advantages of Latin-Wit to be very
fmall and flender, when it comes into
the World, I mean nor only amongft
ftri@ Philofophers and Men’ of meer
Notions, or amongft all-damning and
illiterate  Hedtors ; but amongft “thofe
that are truly ingenious, and judicious
Mafters of Phanfie: We fhall find what
a Quotation out of Lui miki, an Axi-
om of Logick, a Saying of a Philofo.
pher, or the like, though managed
with fome Quicknefs, and applied with
fome Ingenuity , whatever they did
heretofore, will not in our days pafs,
or be accepted for Wit. For we muft
know, that as we are now in an Age
of great Philofophers and Men of Reae
fon, fo of great Quicknefs and Phan-
fic: And that Greek and Zatin which
heretofore, though never fo impertinene-
ly ferch’d in, was counted admirable,
becaufe it had a Learned Twan L oyet
now, fuch Stuff being our of fgﬂ'xion,
is

[45]
i very bad Company.
oo s o, cleclly 1
f)ol‘l:coux[‘c, for one I.L\nguagc‘, ’fn;]_m[.’
hat has fomewhat in his mmn"«“ Greck
& Latin, is requefted now ad .x)a(;v b
orvxld and tranflate it into Eng: o
i{\c ‘benefic of the Comprmyr. c(sllo o
that has made it his whole bu ‘lnuti,- %5
complifth himfelf for ic Apy‘vfa1 =g
ompany of Boys, Schoolmal cr‘,J and
clunpaﬁeﬁ of Country Divines, and =
e eaﬂmuldrcd out of the Cock-pit Zr
:‘ccr\l’Vi(- when he comes into the \v_crk 31
is‘s the moft 1ikcly(pcr‘fon 1§qul:ir‘;m-md
) ompany, for his Pedantry 2
2322\&5““\& ()iwmi&m of lun\:l"xi(. “{:[“Lié
cffary s an eafie
T to Wis, both antieat and
in“o;fr"n that, beyond all L(_)nrr(;\crl(‘\:[,
fave been fifficiently approv d (J{' ((1‘:"
never, 1 am confident, nccxluf Lo
Tmprovements by employing “c";q I
in Puns and Quibbles. l‘h.ux e
Prodigious Lucian, the Great ! ;M““
Mm:g:;, and there arc many now S
Wits of our own, who never ccv: inly
were at all infpired from 2 Trgz;:r:d‘
ra filius’s, ox Prevaricator's Sp b
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1 have ventured, Sir, thus
to find faule with, bue only to enquire
into an antient Cuftom or two of the
Univerfities, wherein the Clergy feem
to-be a little concerned, as to their E-
ducation there. T fhall now look upon
them as Beneficed, and confider their
Preaching : wherein 1 precend o give
no Rules, having ncither any Gift ac it,
nor Authority-to do it 5 byt only fhall
make fome Conjectures ar thofe Ufelefs
and Ridiculous” things, commonly yt.
tered in Pulpits, char are generally dif.
gufted, and are very apt o bring” Con.
tempt upon the Preacher, and that Relj.
gion which he. profeffes,

Amongtt the firft things that feem to be
ufelefs, may be reckon'd the high toffing
and fivaggering Preaching ; either mouiy:
tingly Eloquent, or profoundly Learned,
For there be a fort of Divines, who if

¢y do but happen of an unlucky hard
ord all the W, ek, they think them-
ves not careful of their Flock, if they
lay it not up il Sunday, and beftow i
amongft them in their next Preachment.
Or, if they light upon fome difficule and
obfcure Notion, “which thejr Curiofity

inclines

far, not

th
W

[47]) ;
atter . 20N
clines them to be better 14.,3}:?2 ;
"xlulx how ufelefs foever, not 1[11\‘.5‘ &y
ient as for them for a month or twe
ent as for them : ;C
qm“r[h-’mgul\cr , to tear and fum\; 3
> B blE orice
ths Doctrine, and che poor Peopl once
is Doctrine, phee
l\‘\xcx;k fhall come to gazc u\f{n[hcn“
by the Hour, until they preac ‘L‘ndcr
: ; to 2 rig] :
{Lyl\'cs as they think, into a right
ding. x e i
o8 bt seeinelimable co makechefe
ufelefs  Speeches to the ‘Cnpc}mg Y.
do it for the moft part, upzﬁlm o
o W fiderations :
efe two Confi ooss 0o
:hfLSimplc Phantaftick Glory, ‘nnd ’\‘ gre =
hefs of onderd 3
Studioufnefs of | ing 3
if getting into the Pul
Staging ; where nothi
fidered , but how m ch she e SEni
takes, and how much hpn{ c‘{ s
y to gain a Refpedt and R
they do this, to g R 4
\,erznzc from ' their ltw, 320 311,&4{
they are to be puzzld gow and -
i . Clov
and carried into the Clou
the Minifter’s words be (uldx a
ftable ufes, his Matter Pmm) o e
cal, fuch as come to Ll»“ s
Market, he may p.:{s\%von. u"w e
Honeft, Well-meaning Maug, b by 58

it Wer
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means for any Scholar : whereas if he
fprings forth  now and then in High
Raptures towards the uppermoft Hea-
vens, dafhing here and there an all-con-
founding Word ; if he foars aloft in
unincelligible Huffs , preaches Points
Deep and Myftical, and delivers them
as Dark and Phantaftical ; this is the
way, fay they, of being accounted a
moft Able and Learned Inftrucor.
Others there be, whofe Parts ftand
not fo much towards Tall Words and
Lofty Notions, but confift in feattering
up and down, and befprinkling all their
Sermons with plenty of Greek and Latin,
And becaufe S. Paul, once or fo was
pleafed to make ufe of a little Heathen
Greek 5 and that only when he had oc-
cafion to difcourfe with fome of the
Learned ones, that well underftood him,
thercfore muft they needs bring in twen-
ty Poets and Philofophers (if they can
cacch them) into an Hour's Talk :
Spreading themfelves in abundance of
Greek and Latin, to a Company of Far-
mers and Shepherds.  Neither will they
reft chere, but have at the Hzbrew alfo s
not contgnting themfelves ro tell the
People

{

eral, that they have skill

People in J |
in the Text, and that the Ex
they offer agrees with the Original, |

f alfo over their poor Pari

v it {elf]

Imighty himfelf, whom- ic is fuppof
“e0 not about to inform or facisf
) L

his Learned way of Talking, tho,
for the rioft parr, it is done meerly
out of Oftentation , yét ~fom 5
¢ which makes not the Cafe much
ne in Complement and Ci-

d
Fown, muft be thoi

the moft incricare
¢ moft difficulc Languages. Now,
what an admirable thing this is » Sup-
there fhould be one or fo_in the
Church that underflands {ome-
{hall not I chink that
better: Muft T outof
] Coure
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Courtfhip to his Worfhip and Underftan-
ding, and becaufe perhaps I am to dine
with him, prate abundance of fuch ftuff,
which T muft needs know no body un-
derftands, or that will be the better for
it, but himfelf, and perhaps fearce he:
‘This I fay, becaufé I cerrainly know
feveral of that Difpofiion, who, if
they chance to have a Man of any
Learning or Underftanding, more than
the reft in the Parifh, preach wholly
ac bhim, and level moft of their, Dif:
courfes ac his fuppofed Capacity, and
the reft of the good Peo, fhall have
only a handfome Gaze or View of the
Parfon.  As it plain Words, ufeful and
intelligible Inflrudtions were not as
good for an Efquire, or onc that is in
Commiffion from the King, as for
him that holds the Plough, or mends

Tedges.

Certainly he that confiders the De-
fign of his Office, and has a Confei-
ence anfwerable to that Holy Under-
taking, muft needs concicve himfelf en-
not- only to mind this or that
mplihed or well-drefd Perfon, but
muft haye an Univerfal Care and Re-
gard

[ 511
gard of all his Panjﬂh
think himfelf bound not o

Silken

Down Beds, a

need : So ought his Care to be as
to inftruct the Poor, the We:
Defpicable Part. of his P
that fic in the belt Pew e
otherwife, thinks not at all of
Soul, but only accommo f
to Fine Cloaths , an Abundanc of
Ribbons, and the highelt Seat in the
Church ¢ Not: thinking, that it will be
as much to his Reward in the nexc
World, by Sober Advice, Care and In-
ftrucion, to have fived or
Collection, as him that is able to re-
lieve half the Town. It is very plain,
that neither our Saviowr, when he was
upon Earth and taught the World,
made any fuch Diftinttion in his Dn’—
courfes : What more intelligible to all
Mankind, than his Sermon upon the
Mount : Neither did the poftles think
of dny fiuch way ; 1 wonder whon they
take fof a Pattern? 1 will fuppofe once
again, that the defign of thefe Perfons
is to gain Glory+ And I will ask thems

D 3 <an
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can there be any greater in the World
than doing General Good: To omit
furure Reward : Was it not always e-
fteemed of old, that correcting Evil
Pratices, reducing People that lived
amifs, was much better than making a
high Rant about a Shurtle-cock, and
talking Zara-tantaro about a Feather :
Of, if they would be only admired,
then would "I gladly have them confi-
der whar a thin and delicate kind of
Admiration is likely to be produced,
by that which is not ac all underftood >
Certainly that Man tha has a defign
of building ux to himfelf Real Fame
i good carneft, by things well laid
and fpoken, - his way to effed it, is
not by ralking flaringly , and cafting a
Mift ‘before the Peoples Eyes, but by

offering fuuch things by which he may

be eftecmed with Knowledge and Un-

derflanding.

Thus  far concerning Hard Words,
high Notions, and unprofitable Quora-
tiois out of Learned Languages. 1
fhall now confider fuch things as are ri-
diculous, that’ ferve for Chimney. and
Market-talk, after the Sermon be ‘done
and

(53]
and that do caufe more m\m:uhl\lc}}
the Preacher to be feornd and under-
valued. 1 have no reafon, Sir, to g0
about to determine what Style or Me-
thod is beft for the Improvement A\.m‘l
Advantage of all People: For I que-
ftion not but there has been as many
feveral forts of Preachers as Omgfmi
and though very different, yet \mﬂ}
and commendable in their kind. Zully
rakes very defervedly with many, Sere-
¢4 with others, and Cato, no_queflion,
faid things. wifely and well : So doubl-'
lcfs the fame place of Scripture may
by feveral be varioufly confidercd ; and
although their Method and Style }\
cogether different, yet chey may all fpeak
all things very convenient for the Peo-
ple to know, and be advis d of But
yet certainly what is moft undoubted-
Iy Ufelefs and Empry, or what isjudg’d
abfolutely ridiculous, not by this or
that curious or fqueamifh
by every Man in the C
underftands buc plain 7
mon Senfe, ought to be u\mdgl, For
Al People are naturally born with fuch
2 Judgment of truc and allowable Zie-
I

55

Hobbes | 40696062
ry, Hobbes |, 40696062



[54]

rorick, that is, of what is decorous and
convenient to be fpokeh, that whatever
is grofly otherwife, is uftially ungrate-
ful, not only to the wife and skilful
part of the Congregation, but fhall feem
alfo ridiculous to the unlearned Tradef:
men, and their young Apprentices.
Amonglt which , may be chiefly rec.

fe following, Harfh Mera.
Idifh Similicudes, and ill ap-

s, Chil

The firflt Main thing, T fay , that
makes many Sermons fo ridiculous
and the Preachers of them fo much
difparaged and undervalued, is an in-
confiderate ufe of frightful Metaphors ;
which making fuch 2 remarkable o
preflion upon the Fars, and leaving fuch
a Jarring Twang behind them, are oft-
times rememberd to the Diferedit of
the Minifter, as long as |
in the Parifh. 1|

o continues
ve -he;

Children in the Sucers, and dhe. b
Boys clofe abou the Fire, refrefh them.
felves flrangely, but with the Repeti-
tion of a few of thofe farferch’d and
odd-founding Expreflions : Zully chere:

are and Cefar, the two greatelt Mafters

Lss]

of Roman Eloquence , were very wary
and fparing of that forc of Rhetorick :
We may read many a page in their
\\orks‘,‘ before we meet with any of
thofe Bears; and if you do light upon
one or- fo, it fhall not make your mrgr
ad right up, or pur you into a fit
g?]COn\g\llﬁonx; butpi[ fhall be {)U foft
fignificant and familiar, as if ‘twere
made for the very purpofe. But as for
the common fort of People thar are
addi@ed to this way of Expreffion in
their Difcourfes, away prefently to both
the Indies, rake Heaven and Earth,
down to the bottom of the Sea, then
tumble over all Arts and Sciences, ran-
fack all Shops and Warc-houfes, fpare
ncither Camp nor City, but that they
will have them. So fond are fuch de-
ceived ones of thefe fame gay Words,
that they count all Difcourfes empty,
dull and cloudy, unlefs befpangled with
thefe Gliterings. Nay, fo injudicious
and impudent together, will they {ome-
times be, that the Almighty himfelf is
often in danger of being_difbonoured
by thefe indifcreer and horrid Meta-
phor-Mar And when they thus
D4 blafpheme
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blafpheme the God of Heaven, by fuch
unhallowed Exproflions , to make a.
mends, they’ll put you in, an Ay it wery
forfooth, 1 or As 7 may [o fay ; that is
they will make, bold to” fixak swhat
they pleafe concerning God himfelf. rac
cher than omit what they judge, tho
never fo falfe to be witey + And then
they come in hobling with their lame
Submiffion, and with their Reverence be
it fpoken,  Asif it were not much better
fo leave out whac they forefee is likely
to be interprered for Blafphemy, or af
leaft grear Extravagancy, than to utter
that, for which their own Reafon and
Confeience tells them, they are bound
to lay in before-hand an Excufe.

To which may be further fubjoin’d
That Metaphors, tho very ape and al.
lowable, arc_ intelligible but to fome
forts of Mon, of this or that kind of
Life, of this or that Profeflion: For
xample, perhaps one Gentleman's Me.
saphorical Knack of Preaching
the S c

] comes of
ca, and then we fhall hear of no-
thing but Star-board and Larboird , -of
;: 7o Steris and Fore-cafles, and fuch
like Sale-wgeer Language

alt-wyeer Language: So that one
had

[s57]
had nced take a Voyage to Smyrna, ot
and very warily :\mml‘ to all
Sailor’s Terms, before I fhall in the
Now,

although fuch a Sermon may pofibly
%o fome good in_a Coafl-Tow, Yet up-
ward into the Country, in an Inland
Parifh, it will do no morc th;\_n Sy-
viack or Arabick. Another he falls a
fighting wih his Texe , and makes a
Pirchid Battle of it, dividing it into the
Right Wing and Left Wing, then he
years it, flanks it, intrenches ic, [florms
it: then he mufters all again, tofec
what Word was loft or lamd in the
Skirmifh, and fo falling on again wich
freih Valour, he fights backward and
forward, charges through and through,
Routs, Kills, Takes, and then Gentle-
men, as yow were.  Now, to fuch of
his Parifh as have been in the late V
this is not very formidable ; for tk
do bur fuppofe themfclyes at Nafiy ot
S . and they are not much fcazed
at lus Dodrine: Bur as for others,
who have not had fuch fighting Oppor-
runitics, it is very lamentable to confi-
der, how fhivering they fit without

: 3 under-

the Z
leaft underftand my Teacher.

b
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Underftanding, till the Battle be over.
Like inflance might be eafily given of
many more Difcourfes ; the” Metapho-
rical Phrafing whereof, depending " up-
on peculiar Arts, Cuftoms, Trades and
Profeffions, makes them ufeful and in-
telligible only to fuch who have been
very well bufied in fuch like Employ-
ments,

Another thing, Sir, that brin,
Diftefpect and Mifchief upon [Ef %rlccari
gy, and that differs not much from
what went immediately before, is their
packing their Sermons fo full of Simi
itudes; which, all the World know
carry with ‘them but very fmall force
of Argument, unlefs there be an exact
Agreement with that which is compa-
red 5 of which there is very feldgm
any fufficient Care rtaken.  Befides
thofe that are addi@ted to this flender
way of Difcourfe , for the moft part
do'fo weaken and enfecble their Judg
ment by contenting ther, “lves to uf:-
derfland by Colours, .eatures and
Glimpfes, that they perfectly omit all
r\]}e more profitable fearching into the
Nature and Caufes of things them-

felv

[59]

felves. By which means it neceffarily
comes to pafs, that what they undertake
to prove and clear out to the Congre-
oation, muft needs be fo faintly done,
Bd with fuch Jicele force of Argument,
that the Conviction  or Perfuafion, will
laft no longer in the Parifhioners minds,
than the Warmeh of thofe Similitudes
fhall glow in their Phanfie. So that
he that has either been infiructed in
{ome part of his Duty, or excited to
the Performance of the {ame, not by
any judicious Dependance of things,
and lafting Reafon, bur by fuch faint
and toyifh Evidence 5 his Underftanding
upon all occafions will be as apt to be
mifled as ever, and his Affections as
troublefome and ungovernable,

But they are not fo unferviceable as
ufually they are ridiculous ; for People
of the weakeft parts are moft common-
ly overborn with thefc Fooleries 3
which, together with the great difficul-
ty of their being prudently managid,
muft needs occafion them for the moft
part to be very trifling and childifh
Efpecially, if we confider the cl
nels of the Authors, out of which th

are

Hobbes | 40696062
ry, Hobbes |, 40696062



[60]

are furnifhed : There is the never-to-be-
commended-enough Lycoffhenes ; there is
allo the admirable Piece, called 7)e Se-
cond Part of Wits Common-wealth (1 pray
mind it, it is the Sccond Part, not the
Firft : ) and there is befid a Book
wholly confiting of - Similicudes, ap-
plied and ready fitted to moft Preach-
ing Subjects, for the help of young
I?L’;;mncn, who fometimes will not make
them hit handfomely, Ti

known, that fuch as arc pof
Admiration of fuch Elogue
that they ar

© think
mightily encouraged in
their way by the Seripture it {elf: For,
fay they, did not our Blefled Syoivg.
himfelf ufe. many Metaphors and man.
Parables > and did not his Difciples, lhl)-
lowing his o cxcellent an Example.
do the like, and is not this, not only
warrant enough, but near upon a Com,
mand o us o for to do > If you pleafs

therefore we will fec what “our Sayi-
our docs in this cafe. In St. Matthew
\

tells his Difciples, that they

if are the

Larth, that they are the Zizht
 they g

that they " ae 4 Ciry for

urthermore, he tells his

Apoftles,

World ;
2 Hill ; F

[ 651 -
Apoftles, that be fends them forth as S}li{r
in vhe mid of Walves, and bids them
drcfore, be a wife 4 Serpenss, and
Jurmiefs a5 Doves. Now , are not al
thefee things plain and familiar, cven
almoft to Children themfelves, that can
bue tafte and “fee; and to men of the
Loweft Education, and Meaneft Capa-
cities 2 .

T fhall not here infift upon thofé {pe-
cial and admirable Reafons for which
our Saviour made ufe of fo many Pa-
rables: only thus nuch s needful to be
faid, namely, thac they arc very much
miftaken, that from hence think them-
felves tolerated to turn all the World
into frivolous and abominable Simili-
tudes. As for our Saviour when he
(poke a Parable, he was pleafed to go
1o further than the Fields, the Seadhore,
a Garden, a Vineyard, or the like ;
which are things, withoue the Know-
ledge whercof, fcarce any Man can be
fuppofed to live in this World. Bucas
for our Meraphorical and Similicude-
men of the Pulpit, thefe things to them
are too ftill and languid : they do not
ratcle and rumble : Thefe lie too near

home
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home, and within Vulgar Kenn ¢ ‘There
is licle on this fide the Moon that
will content them: Up prefently to the
Primzum-mobile, and the Trepidation of
the Firmament: Dive into the Bowels
and hid Treafires of the Earth: Difz
patch forchwich for Peru or Fumaic
a Town-bred or Country-bred” Simili-
tude, it is worth nothing! *Zis reported
of & Tree groming ugon the Bank of Eu.
phrates, the Great River Euplirates, that
it brings forth an Apple, to the Eye very
fair and tempring, but inwardly it is filbd
with nothing but afelefs and deceitful Duft:
even fo, Duff we are, and to Duff we
mifp all go.  Now, what a lucky Dif:
covery was this, that-a. Man’s” Body
fhould be fo exa@ly like an Apple 2
And I will affure you thac this was
not thought on till within thefe fow
Years. And T am afraid too, he had
a kind of a hint of this from another,
who had formerly found our thar &
Man’s Soul was like an Opyfter ; For,
ys he, in his Peayer, Owr Souls are
confeanily gaping after thee, O Lord, 9ea
werily, cur Seals do’ gape, even as an Oyfper

A It feems protty haed , ar firk
fight,

183 )

to bring into a Sermon all the Cir
of the Globe, and all the fr}gluiul Terms
of Affronomy. But Tl aflure you, Sir,
it is to be done, becaufe it has been;
but not by every Bungler and Tex
divider, but by a Man of grear Cul
ning and Experience. There is a place
in the Prophet Malachi, where it will
do very neatly, and that is Chap. 4.
verl, 2. But unto you that fear my name,
fhall the Swn of Rightcosfnefs arife with
healing in his wings. From which words
in the firft place, it plainly appears,
that our Sewiowr pafled through all the
twelve Signs of the Zodiack : And more
than that too, all proved by very apt
and familiar places of Scriprure.  Firft
then, our Saviour was in Aries ; or elfe
what means that of the Pfalmift? Zhe
DMonntains. skipped like Rams, and the little
Hills like Lambs. And again, that in
the fecond of the Kings Chap. 3. verf. 4+
Ard Mefba King of Modb was a Sheep-

mafter , rendered wnto the King of

Ifrael an bundred thoufand Lambs : and

what follows bundred thoufand

Rams, with the wool. Mind i, it was the

King of Ifrael, In like manner was he

in

and
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in Turus, Bl 22, 2. My Bulls of
o compulled me : Strong Bulls of B
have befer me round, They were
not ordinary Bulls ¢ They were compafe
fing Bull, they were beferting Bulls, they
were Jf Bulls. . What need T
fpeak ¢ i> Surely you cannot
er Jacob and Efan, Gen, 25
And when her days 1o be delivered woe
behold there were Twins i fuy
. Or of Cancer s when s ‘the
Tfalmift Gays fo plainly : What siled thee
O thou Sea, that” thow feddeft > thon Fopd
dun, that thou waft driven 1
thing more plain.” It were as cafic to
fhew dhe like in-all tho reft of the
Signs : But inftead of that, 1 fhall
ther chufe to make this ;mc Praétui]
Obfervation : That the Mercy of God
© ?\/I]::ukmd in fending bis Son inco the
orld, was avery Sizn rcy » W
Zudil Mercy Vi 2 tq‘:f({.w iy o
diatal : For Ohriff keeps wichin, ‘s
Tropicks : He goes not out of the Pal,
of the Church.  Bur yet he is not “lf
ways t the fame Diftance from g het
licver: Sometimes he withdrauys |
IF into the Apogenm of Doy Syprans.

, Sorron
and

[ 651
and Defpair, but then he co ain into
the Perigaim of Jop, Comsent, and Affus

But a5 for Heathens and Unbe-
vs, they are_dl Artick and Anar-
Reprobates, Now when fuch Stufl
as this (as fometimes it is) is vented in
a poor Parifh, where People can fcarce
tell what day of the Month it is by
the Almanack, how feafonable and fa-
voury it is likely to be2 Tt feems
alfo ‘not very eafic, for a Man in
his Sermon to learn his Parifhioners
how. to diffolye Gold : of what and
how the Stuff is made. Now, to ring
the Bells and call the People on pur-
pofe together, would be but a blunt

Bufinefs ; but to d 2
no body look'd for it, t a’s the Rari-
ty and’ Arc of it. Suppofe then, that
hie takes for his Text that of St. Mar-
thew, Repent ye for the Kingdom of “God
is af hand. Now, tell me, Sir, do you
not perceive the Gold to be in a difmal
Fear, to curl and quiver ar the fisfk
Reading of thefc Words. It muft come
in thus, Zhe Blots and Blurs of your Sins
f en out by the Aqua-fortis of your
which” Aqua-fortis f you put
E a fifth

Zears
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i ffth part of Sal-Almoniac!
them in 4 g heat , it makes Aqua-

gia, which diffolves Gold. And now
‘tis out.  Wonderful arc the things thar
are to be done by the helps of Meta-
phors and Similitudes ! And T'll under-
take, that with a litcle more pains and
confideration , out of the very fame
Words, he could have taught the Peo-
ple how to make Cuftards and Mar-
malade, or to ftew Prun
why the Aguifortis of Tears: For,
if it fo falls out , that there fhould
chance to be ncither Apothecary ot
Druggift ac Church, there’s an excel-
lent Jeft wholy loft. Now, had he
been fo confiderate, as to haye laid his
Wit in fome common and intelligible
Material = for example, had he Tiid
that the Blots of Sin, will be cafily ta-
Ken out 4y the Soap of Sorrow, and the
Full arth of Contrition ; then poflibly
the “Parfon and the People might all
have admired one another. For there
is many a Good-wifc that underftands
very well all the Intrigues of Pepper,
Sale, and Vinegar, who knows not any
thing of the All-powerfules of Agua-

ortis,

and fes

, how that it is fuch a ip
ving Liquor. T cannot but confl
what Underftanding the People fighed
and eryed, when the Minifter made

them this Metaphyfical Confeffion, Om-
nipotent Al 5 Th 1

art only: Becanfe

art Alland becanfe thob only art : As for us;
we-are not, but we [eem to be, and o [eem
10 be s becanfe we ave not = for we dre but

Mites of 2 , and Crumbs of Som thing 5
and fo on + As if a Company of Country
People were bound to underftand Swarez,
and all the School-Divines.

And as fome are very High and
Learned in their Attempts ; {o others
there be who of fomewhat too
mean and di ions.  Such
was ¢ Name of
Parfon preaching 2
bout the Grace and Affitance of God 3
and that of our felyes we are able to
do nothing ; advifed his Beloved to
take him in this plain Similitude, 4
Futher calls his Childto him, faying, Child
poll off this Stocking =~ The Child
mightily joyfil, that it Jhould pulk off Fi
ther' ki takes hold of the Stack
and pulls, and fveats, but

2

E 10

AT
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to no_purpofe
it is but a C
ther bids 1)
agains fo th

+ for Child is but
/ lafp the Father, taking
pity upon his Child, puts his hand behind,
and flips down' the Stocking, -and off comes
the Stocking : Then how does the Child
for Child hath pulld off Fat

Alas, r l it was 7

! zth, Child’s Sweat=
ing, thar got off the Stocking, but it was

the Father's Hand behind that flipt down

the: Stocking. -~ Etven fo ~ Not much

unlike to this was he, that preaching a-

bout the Sacrament and Faith makes

Chrift a Shop-keeper ; telling you, that

Chrift 45 a Treafury of all Wares and Come

modities.  And therefore , opening his

wide Throat, crics aloud, Gaod People

what, o' you lack . what" do. you buy? will

gou buy amy Balm of Gilead, any Eye-fuluve,

any Myrrh, Aloes or Caffias Shall I fis

- you with a Robe of Righteoufuefs, or with
& white Garment ¥ See here | what is it ot

want 2 Flerd's a wery choice Armory > Jhall

r's

Jhew

[69]
1 lbow yow an Elelmes of Salvation, a Shield
or 4 Breaft-plate of Faith2 Or 721” you
pleafe to walk in, and fee Jome Pr cious
Stones » a Fafper, a Saphyre, or 4 Chalceds-
nit 2 Speak, what do you buy 2 Now, for
my page, T muflt needs fay, and I much
phanfic 1 {peak the mind of thoufands,
that it had been much better for fuch an
imprudent and ridiculous Bawler as this,
to have been condemned to have cryed
Oyfters or Brooms, than to difcredit after
this unfan@ified rate, his Profeflion and
our Religion. .
Tt would be an endlefs thing, Sir, 0
count up to you all the Follies, for an
s lafl paft, that have been

fundred 3

ad Printed of this kind. But

Preached i
cannot  omit the famous
in his tir o adyifing the

People in days of danger to run unto
the Lord, tells them,
t0 the Lord, much lefs ru

s Tis
by Faich we ftand,
Cor. 1. 24. o by Faith we mnft
yun to the Lord who is faithfule Th

cond is Prayer, 4 fpiritual Leg 1

Faith is a Foot
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: Now, that Prayer is a Spiritual
ars from feveral Places of Scri
prures as f hat of Jonah, [peaki
coming, chap 2. verll 7. And ‘my Pray
came unto thy holy Temple: nd [
s that fays,
go unt
Both intimating
wal Leg, there be-
70r going 1o the Lovd with-
of Prayer,

e

dpo s whe

Heb. 4. 16, Let u
the throne ‘of Grac
that Prayer is the Spir
out the
Now, 1
us th her,
Fuith; for
be [bod with the Pre
f Peace.

th

eet

T
paration of the C
P The uut(x of itis, th

5 Tomewhat obfeutsoFor ash. .
was a Foot; by and by it isa Hofes and
at laft it proves a Shoe. If he fad
pleafed, he could have made it o

o

any

ither can I

let pafs that of a la
who telling

5 and
f ilkyway to Jupi-
rmuul not reft here, ‘but
us furcher, that o frengthen

ey, we muft not take Moy-

i

us in our

[7x]
Jing Milk , but Morning Meditations 5
feating , 1 fuppofé, left ~ fome People
fhould miftake, and think to go to
ven by eating now and then a Vi
of Morning Milk, becaufe the way
Milky.
Neither ought that to be omitted ,
sot long fince Printed , upon thofe
words of S. Jobn, Thefe things I mrite
anto you, that you fin nor. The Obfer-
vation is, That it is the purpofe of the
Scripture. o drive Men from Sin. Thefe
Scriptures contain Dottrines, Precepts, Pro-
mifes, Threatnings and Hiftorics. Now,
fays he, take the/ fmooth Stones

put thom into

But I fhall not trov ¥
ther upon this fubject; bur, if you have
2 mind to hear any more of this Stuff,
1 fhall refer you to the lcarned and ju=
dicious Author -of the Friendly Debates;
who particularly has ac large difcovere
intolerable Foolerics of this way of
talking. 1 fhall only add thus muchs
t that

Hobbes | 40696062
Hobbes |, 40696062



[72]
that fuch as go about to fetch Blood
into their pale and lean Difcourfes, by
dle help of their brisk and fparkling Si-
militudes, ought well to confider whe-
ther their Similitudes be true. 1
fident, Sir, you have he
m; atme (or if need be I can fhew
yout in a Book) that when the Prea-
cher happens to talk , how  that the
things here below will not farisfic t
M of M;
'z

am con-
d it many and

he
an ; then comes in the round
ich cannot fill the tria lar
7 : Whereas every Butcher
nows, that the Heart is no more trian-
gular, thanan ordinary Pear, or a Childs
Top: But becaufe Triangular is a hard
Word, and perhaps a Jeft, thereforc P
ple have ftoln it one from another; thefc
two or three hundred Years ; and for
now much longer ; for T c
1o the firlt Inventor of the

7 are to confider,
¢ chings either in the Heaven or be-
longing to the Earth, have been found
our by experience to contradict what
has been formerly allowed of,  "Fhus
becaufe fome antienc Aftronomers had

obferved,

73
fances as
both the Diftances,
erved, that g e o
O‘VSI as the Revolutions of the ]x lan: &
Vere-n fome Proporton or Flarmony
S hecefore People
et ; therefore
one to- another 3 2 B
sbounded more with Imagir 1uun i
Skill, prefently phu;.m d Irl,ul‘m,_n,,\,wm
3 ns pe 2 Kind
cury and Venss t0 i
or/vTrcb!cuo Fupiter or Saturn :z(dmx‘huf
he Sun and Aars fupply'd ok
: s: the Primum Mobile running Dx
y > time. So that one coul;{
io g conl
‘\?J”\ hear a Sermon, but they mul
e vou 2 touch of the Harmany of the
B O s, i, you Mhall have ‘em
Spheres.. Thus, Sir, ) fovrh
: F St ! bout th, ope
ake that of St. 7 bou i
i I of a fober in-
and Charity ; 1 ol asdober i
y fhall only
anges upon she
ver a few Changes upon
ing you over a ang :
B oklstactying, Fiith, Hope and
G Faith and Charisy 5 and
Charity 3 Hope, Faith and C and
fo on. And when they have doas
their Peal, they fhall tell you, thac
this is much better than the Harmony of tht

thy

Spheres. 3
: At other times I have hmr:i z|i lr,n‘é\
Chyming only between £w 0,\\ ords ; a3
uppofe 1 nd Philofophy, or R
fuppofe Divinity and Philofophy e
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and Reafors fetting forth wich Re.
ion §ielt :~ Revelation is a Lady, Re
fon an Handmaid. Revelation's the Bfguire,
Reafon_the Page. Revelation's the Syn.
Reafo's bus the Moon.  Revelation s M.
2, Reafon'’s but an Acorn.  Revelation o
Wedge of Gold, Reafon a fomall picce of
Silver. - Then by and by Reafon gers
it and leads it away, Reafon ind, o o
very good, but Revelation is much betser,
Counfellour, but Revelation is the
Lawgiver.  Reafon is a Candle, but Re
{‘t:f& is the ﬂ};ﬂi Certainly thofe
copic are poffefsd with a very grea
Degree of Dulncfs , who Iu‘im;’ f.{\j:.t-
the means of fuch enlightning Preaching,
fhtiu[ld\‘nm be r{nightxly fetled in the
night Notion, and » Faich
sigh P nd true bounds of Faich
Nor lefs ably, methought, was the
Difference between the Old Coyenant
and New, lately determined, 7}e Ojy
Covenant was of Works, the New Covenant
of Faith. - The Old Covenant mas by Mofe
the New by Chritt. The Old s e,
%{/ﬁ’,«‘ ew aftermards. The 04 was
3 cond. Old things are
paffed . d dll things are becopee

nem,

1751

yow. And fo the Bufinefs was funda-
ly done. 2

meln[ﬁia;ll fay 1o more upon this fubject
but this one thing, which relates to
what was faid a little before : He lh.i1
has got a Set of 5im|11.t\\d(';<,‘ mkulnud
according to the old 'lmolupllxy, an;
Pralomey’s Syfteme of the World, muft
burn his Common-place-book, and go
a gleaning for new ones : It being much
more gentile and warrantable, o take -
Similicude from the Man in the Moo,
than from folid Orbs : for though few
people do abfolutely believe that
is any fuch eminent. Perfon ll}« re, yet
the thing is poflible, whereas the o

is not. >

1 have now done, Sir, with that im=
prudent way of fpeaking by Metaphor
and Similitude.  There be many other
things commonly fpoken out of the
Pulpit, that are ‘much to the Difadvan-
tage and Difcredit of the Clergy, that
ought alfo to be briefly hinted And
that 1 may the light upon them,
I fhall obferve their Common Method
of Preaching.

Before
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Before the Text be divided a Preface
isto bemade: And it is a great chance
if, fieft of all, the Minifter docs not
make his Text to be like fomething or
other. For example: One he
you
n

tells
And now  (methinks) my Text, like
genious Picture, looks upon all here
in which both Nobles and Peo
old their Sin_and Danger ye-
f This was a Text out of Z7o-
fea. Now, had it been out of any o-
ther place of the Bible, the Gentldman
was fufficiently refolved, to make it
like an ingenious Picture. Another ta.
king ( }\crha};s) the very fame Words,
ays, I might compare “my Text he
Hiountiof Bestons opont- Lord i
fports bimfef like s young Eart, or apics.
fa the Spices.  Another
Rod of Mofes, to
ike the
L velling
Floods of Grief. Another to his
Text thus, 45 Solomon went up fis freps
to come 1o the grest Thrane of Tuary s
;::;,2 [{ : d fix degrees 10 come ‘1o the
86 top-meaning of my Text. Another
thus, s Deborah 4 i went along

with

Fyon will goalong

Barak 1o Kadelh

with

with him, and call in : :

of this Cha be will fbew you t

ing of bis Text. i :
“Another he phancies his Text to be

< inarily like an Orchard of Poms
2‘42‘1}:{‘ or {ﬂsc St. Matthew fiiting 4
She recept of Cuftorn 5 o like the Dove
that Noah [ent out of the Ark. I believe
there are above forty places of Scripture
that have been like Rachel an‘ % lilu‘h
a ere is one in Genefis, as I well re-
.::Sn:l?cr, chat is like a pair of Compaffes
firadling = and if 1 be not much miftaken,
there is one fomewhere elfe, that is like
a4 man going 1o Jericho.

Now, Sir, having thus made the way
to the Text, as {mooth and plain as any
thing; with a Preface perhaps ‘fmm A
dam 5 though his bufinefs lic ac the other
end of the Bible : In the next place he
comes to divide the Text.

——Hic Labor, hoc Opas:
per tov diferimina TErum

Now
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Now off' come the Gloves, and the
Hands being well chafed, |
his {houlders, and ftretch
as i he were going to c!

e fhrinks up
forth himfelf
ave a Bullock’s
Head, or rive che Body of an Oak,
But we muft obferve, that there is a
great difference of Texts. For all Texts
come not afunder alike : For fometimes
the Words naturally fall afunder 3 fome-
times they drop afunder ; fometimes they
melt ; fometimes they unrwifts and there
be fome Words fo w ling to be parted,
that they divide themfelves

ves, to the great
€ale and rejoicing of the Minifter, But
if they will not cafily come in pieces,
then he falls to hacking and hewing, as
if he would make all fly into fhivers.
The Truth of it s, T ha
and then, fome kn

bave been divided feven or eight times
over, before they could make them
fplit handfomely, according to their

mind.

Bue then comes the Joy of Joys, when
the parss jingls, or begin with the fame
L and efpecially if in Larin, O
how it tickled  the Divider , when he
had got his Text inco thefe two excel
lent

wera: Comimi=
ent Branches ; ra i ”M/v E
o frora. 4 Churge full of Verity: &
Toiiharge full of S, And 1l v
: that did not pleale gl
o st s sl i, and
i i odo. Bt the luckieft chat
I'mi’c met withal, both for ‘{\u‘,\;‘;&
kee ing the Letter, is upon r}\u L%
of )S)[. Matthew, Chap. 12. Ver. 41,, 4.:;
15 When the unclean Spirit is gone out of
5 tam, e walketh throngh dry places, Jeke
sig ret and finding wone Then e fith T
il peturny &6, In which W ords
):llxcﬁ: ﬂm‘nge things were frl>un (3{\1[.
Firft, there was a Capt ain and 2 ;
Do you fec, Sir, the
Then there W Ingre]

dup

and a Regref g
was Unrogfting_and e
there was Nu;fl’."/”rm

an
and Meafure, Trouble an e
tion and Revolution, Affaslts and Afeff-
sation, Voidneff and Pacuity. Tlusf\\as
Al‘unc ‘nr the fame time, by tllu: fﬂ'n:(c
Man : But, to confefs the truth ol'i
“ewas a good long Text, and fo he ha
reater advantage.

Buc
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But: for a fhort 'I xt, that certainly

ak that ever was';
ned from thofe words
uke UL\» 23. Ver. 28: Weep not
elves, or asfome read
but weep /m It is a plain
afe, Sir, here a Imt eight Words, and
the bufinefs was fo ulm.nwl\ ordered
that there fprung out cight Parts = 27,
" ys Words, and

Lorgoure [
Novth and by Eaft, N
North I‘ﬂ and by N

North FEaft
thy North Eift,
and by Baft, Ea/i North, Eaft,
Eaft uﬂd L) North, Eaft.-—~ Row-ic
m ms not very eafie t drvermm Which
has obliged - the Worlc at found
our the (amp £, or he that divided the
forementioned Texc: But I fappofe the
Cracks will go generally upon the De-
For’s fid {w reafon what he did, was
done by undoubred Art, and abfolute
Induftry ; bur as for the O[I\Ll’ the com-
mon report is, that it was found out

by

Well, g€ it
meer foolifh hmum V 1
2{, how it will, u\\Ll\,w\L.»
be-both famous ay
nuumbl\ mumnuu! to Funcn R
Neither ought he be (:EOZ{‘
ﬂléhtcd who taking that of Gz Ch
8. Ver. 2. for his Text, vz
told Jacob, uld /m’ RJ;:[//
ferh cometh unto 1he
thac his Text was™ 4 (pnmul 1[,
{ays he, here bein my Texr. twe .
rzlbdl do plainly npnﬁm the twelve Howrs:
Twelve Word Am ons n/d Jacob

trold Facabor- Behold
ond wne 1old Jacob,

thy Sen Jofeph coreth
behold 47

That is
\xhold e. behold
again behold and. bes
old Behold, &c.
the mord behold
p,‘ the other twe

told. behold 7
hold faid. (.

Which is the

" Now;
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g
s it e be one of the the Saimts of God. But et the Righte
Clask, before. it can be 1wo or threes o X . A Dodrine , Tll warsant him, of |
[hall handle: the word And the firft word in his own raifing; it being not very eafie 1
the Text, with the follow- for any body to prevent him.
ingl  And on: told Jacob: This Ward Another; he takes that of Zfs. chap.

4 ?
And is but_a Payticle, and. 4 fmall. on, 4raNet. 14, 15. Fear nor thon Worw
but. fmall things are not 10 be Jacob, &c. thai fhals threlb the Mown-
St. Marth. chap. 18. ver. ro. Tal T4 Whence he obferves, That

that you defpife not one “of thefe little the Worm Facob was a Threfhing- |

ones.” For this And is as the Tacks a Worm. i |

Loops an ft the Curtains of the Taber- Another that of Gen. chap. 44. vér: I. ] |

nacle acks put into the Loops did dnd_he commanded: the Stewird of the it |

couple the Curtains of the Tent, and [éw Houfe, [aying," Filb the \Mens Sacks with i i

the Tent. together : So this particle. And Food ax much @ they can carry: And } [

being pat into the Loops of the words im- - 1 malkes his Note from the words ; that @ [
diatly before the Text, does co the great Sa and many will hold

to:thie foregoing Werfe, and. fews them
fe together.
[ fhall not trouble you, 7, withwhe
{t; being much after this witry race, back with Corn :
to as much purpofe. But well go Sacks they had pr
7, to the cunning 3 vhey carry away s if
o5, ands Tnforences il Sicks, and @ fom,
thiat are commonly made and. rais'd from be lifs+ Verily and extrdo
places of Seripture: = true.
h e his Texr, 7 Another, he falls upon. th
ghteous be chap. §8. ver. 5. X i b
aifeth this Dorine, h n? A
v Spirit of - fingnlarity in
the

head |
F Balrafh.
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Bulrafh. ‘The Obfervation is, that Re-
pentanice for an hour, or a day, is not werth
a Bulrafb. ~ And there, T think he hic the
Bufinefs.

Sir, Tocan fhew' you a
full , in a Treatife called
es and Difesveries - confifting of ve-
ry notable and extraordinary things,
which  the inquificive Author had pric
vately obferved, and difcovered, upon
reading the Evangelifls. - As fo cxam-
le: Upon reading that of St. oh chap.

4
U ont of
jples+ This prying Divine makes
thefe Difcoverics. I difeover, fays he, in
the firft place; that in the Church or Tem-
Ple, 4 feonrge may be' made s Snd'when be
Secondly, that it may
Hz drove all ont of
ample, And it was a great chance,
he had not difcovered a third

that s, thar the [

fays he, agrear
Mirack,

[85]

iracle, viz. That the way
fnl; [irait, that fuch a Miltitude oula
Jim. Match. chap. 5. ver. 1._dnd [xeing
the Multitude, he went np into 4 Mok s
1ain + Upon this: he difcovers feveral
very remarkable chings: Firft, e n\lfh’u‘
vers, that ‘Chrift went from 11 Multi=
tude. . Sccondly, That it is [ife h:(zr,]{
our ‘Eyes 5 for

y Jefus be-
1

hould f

freing. the Mul-

went up, ‘Thirdly, I is ot /rr

eays wpon the plains and flats with
but if we be

rifen with
Clicifk, to feck thfe things that are
He difovers alfo very ftrange things
from the latcer part of the Verfe: And
when he was [et, his D: ;

him. 1. Chrift
and when he was
on the Mountain, but fits . and when e
was fer. From whencealfo, in the third
place ; *he adyifes People, That. waca
they are teaching b 100

abave.

much, for 1/r.:/sr; 10 be ca
with every wind of  Doétriz
certainly ~ never was this place of
Scripture more {eafonably - brought in.
Vow, Sir, if you be for a very fhort
and witcy Difcovery , let it be upon
that of St. Matth.chap, G.ver, 27, Which

3 )
3
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of you by tiking thaught, can add one hen John™ had beard i the Prifon she
Cubit more wnto bis Stature > The Difco Works of Cheift, be [enr two. of his Dif
very is this, Thac whilf the Difeiples iples, Some alfo poffibly may not di
were faking thoughs for ‘a Cubit, Chrift like that upon Sc. Luke chap. 12. ver. 35
vakes thew dvivn & Cibit lower,  Notablo Lot qour - Loins be girded. I difeover,
alfo are two Difcoveries, made upon St. fays b, there must be « holy girdi

Marth. chap. 8. ver.x. When he cam 1wiffing up for Heaven. But [ fhall end
downfrom the mountain, great Multirudes all’ with that very politick one, that he
followed him.v. Thar Chrift went donn makes upon St. Matth. chap. 12. ver. 47-

a well q sto him, Behold thy Mo-

went wp; when bt came down

from the Mountitn. 3. Thit the Myly! thren feand withot, defi-
tude did wot' go hasl feliow well met with ring o [peak with thee. " But he anfivered
bim, nor before him:  For, grear Mulii and faid; whois my Dlother > andwho are
tudes followed bim, 1 love ‘with all my my Brethron » 1 diftover nom, fays he,
heare, -when People can prove what chey that Jelus is upon fs.  Doubtlefs,
ay:: For there be many that will ralk this was onc of t

of their Difcoveries  and Spititual Ob- of hidden Myfleries, and

into Spiricual Secrets ,

fervacions, ‘and when all comes to all greal
they are nothing but piiful Gueffes that ever the World was owner of. Tt

and flender Conjeures, 1In like man- was very well that he happened upon
nerthae Was no- contemprible Difeoyes the Godly Calling, and no fecular Em-
ry that was made upon St Matth. chap, ployment; or elfe, in good truth,

Ver. 19. “And a certain Sctibe rame down had they all gone, Zwrk, Pope,

faid,: Mafter, I will fallow thes sopoe- and Emperowr 3 for he would have dif=
A [thou] fhall e follow'd covered them onc way or other, every

a [that:] 7 wilf follow thee Man,

7 thow goeft.” And isi my opi- Not much unlike to thefe wonder-

nion, that was nor altogether amifs ful Difeoverers are they, who chufing

upon  St. Matth. chap.11. yer, B to preach upon fome Point in n’wfl“'v\i
s F 4 ha

t
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fhall puspofely avoid all fach plain Texts
as might give them very juft occafion to
difcourle upon their intended Subject
and fhall pitch upon fome. other Sl
of ripaure, which no Creature in the
orld but themfelves did ever imagine
which they offer to be th
l. My meaning, Sir, is th up-
you have a mind to make a Sco.
mon concerning, Epifespicy s (as in the
Jate s there was f{everal occafions
by no means take any
e e
i Ecclsfiaftical. Gagern
or then the Ploc will be difco-
exed, and the People will fay to them-
felves,, we know ‘Where-to” find you
you intend to preach about Zpifecpacy.
you muft take that of the A7,
30. Sirs, What muff 14y
{2 An abfolute place for Epie
» that all former Divincs ad idely
or, .

irs, being in- the
, in true
rds , what
'hit of old, Epifcopacy

acknowledged Govern-

[8]
Honfe of Lords> Or, fuppofe that you
2 mind to commend to your Peo-
ynment 5 YOu muft not

take any place that is plainly to the
purpofe, but that of the Evangelift, Seck
Vot the. Kingdom of Ged... Erom. which
Words the Dodrine will plainly be,
That Monarchy or Kingly Govermment is
moft sccarding to_the mind of God. For
i is not faid , feck the Parliament of
God, the. Army of God, ot the Com=
mittee of Safety of God bur it is, Seck
the Kingdom of God. And who could
expeét lefs 2 Immediately after this the
King came in, and the Bifbops were rc-
flored. ~ Again becaute 1 would
willingly fuppofe_you
defign to pr t El and Re-
prabasion : As for the cighth Chaprer to
the Romans, that’s too too well known:
But there’s a little private place in the
Pfalms thar will do the bufinefs as
well, Pfal. 90. ver. 19. In the multituds of
my hts within me., thy comforts
light my Soul. 'The Dodtrine which na-
ally flows from the Words, will be,
it amongft t tide of Thog

is ag ught .of Eleétion
then away with the
point

have
ple Kingly Goue
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point according as the Preacher is in.
clined. “Or, fuppofe laftly, that you
were not fully fatisfied that Phuraljties
were lawful or convenient : May T be
fo bold, Sir, 1 pray what Text would
you chufe to prcmcﬁ upon againft Non-
refidents ? Certainly nothing ever was
better pick'd than thar of St. Matth,
<hap. 1. ver. 2 rabam begar  ffuar,
A clear place againft Norefidents - For
had Abrahom not refided; but difoonri-
nued from Sarah his Wife, he could ne-

ver have begot 7/ua
But it is high time,
end of their Preaching, ‘left you be a5
much tired ‘with the Repetition of it,
as the people were fittle beneficed when
they heard it, T fhall only mind you,
Sir, of one thing more, and thar is, the
ridiculous, fenfelefs and unintended ufe,
which many of them make of Concor-
dances. T fhall give you but one Jn-
ftance of it, although T could fupnifls
you with an hundred printed ones, The
oxt, Sir, is this, Galas, chap. 6. ver.

15 For in Chriff Fefus meither Cireups.
¢ifin nor Uncircamcifion avasleth  any
thing , but a new Creature. Now, all
the World know the Meaning of this

o

Sir, 1o make an

[or] 3
be of what Na-
:, that let 2 Maa b Biba
e x}‘tia‘ will, Jew_ ot Gortle, i€ s:i -
Lw‘w(:mk his Life, and walks -:«L'cm {\x \: =
the Gofpel, he fhall be sceepeed i
Go . i ay that
this is not the way
o e+ -They” mutt bring inco
pleale » el g
t Ser 1 L no purpoic
o 6t PlackesoF Sefiphs
i rdance il furnifh them
(which t d u 3
\\v"‘v“ where the word 7w’ is mcn’i:log[
s and the Obfervation muft be, ha
Gud is for new shings's Gois for 4 7. ;
Creaes ~ St Jobn ehap 19." ver. 1.
Now in the place where he s
there mas 4 G ¥

7

s, That they that arc
teae Belieyers fhall caft out l)r\i“;'\\‘\"“.\{
fpeak with sew Zonguee.  And likewif
the Prophet Lcachc/s us, g 35
ver. 10. Sing unto the L brs /4‘,,,%"

at Chrift is not for

and bis praif .

Whence it is plain, that ! fo
01d things ; he is not for an 0ld Sl;[./ s
chre 5 he is-not for Old Tonguess re
not for an 0/d Seng 5 he is not for an 0/4
Creature 5 Chrift is tor the New Creature ¢

Circu
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Circumeifion and Uncircumeifion availeth no-
thing, bt the New Creature, And what do
we read concerning Sampfon, Fudg. 15.15.
Is itnot, that he flew a thoufand of the
Philiftines with one New Fap-bone > An
old one might have killed its ens, its
Twenties, its Hundreds; but ic muft be
a New Jaw-bone that’s able to kill a thou-
fand. God is for the New Creature.

But may not fome fay, is God alto-
gether for mew things > How comes it a-
bout cthen that the Propher fays, /i
chap. 1. ver. 13, 14. Bring no more vain
O, your NewMoonsand your
appointed Feafls my Soul hateth > And a-
gain, what means that, Deat, chap 32.
Vet. 17, 19 They facrificed. unto Devils +
and to New Gods, whom they knewnot 5 to
New Gods. that came. newly up - And ‘iohen
the Lord faw it he abborred them > To
which I anfwer ; that God indecd is not
for New-Moons, nor for New-Gods ; bur,
cxeepting M

s and Gods, he is for new
things : God is for the New Creature,

It is pofiible, ‘Sir, that Some-body:.
befides your felf, may be fo vain 15iq
read chis Letter; and they may per-
haps tell you, that there be o fuch
filly and ufelefs People as | have defcri-

bed ;

[93]

bed ; and if there be, there be not a-
bove two or three in 2 County ; or
fhould there be more, it is no fuch
complaining matter , {ecing that the
fame happens in other Profeffions, in
Law or Phyfick : In both \\\lncl\, there
be many a Contemptible Creature.

Such therefore as thefe may be plea-
fed to know, that if there had been
need , 1 could have told them either
the Book and very Page, almoft of alt
that has been fpoken about Preachin
or elfe the ‘when and where and the
Perfon that preached it.

As to the fecond, wiz. That the
Clergy arc all mightily farnifhed ith
Learning and Prudence, excepr Ten,
Twenty or fo; I not fay any
thing my felf, becaufe a.very great
Scholar of our Nation fhall fpeak for
me, who tells us, Zhat fuch Preaching as
ie sfual, i & hindrance of Saluation, ri-
ther than the means to it. And what he
intends by #fual, 1 fhall not here go a-
bout to explain.

As to the laft, I fhall alfo in fhort an-
{wer, That if the Advancement of true
Religion, and the eternal Salvation of
a Man, were no more. confiderable

than
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than he Health of the Body, and the
{ecurity of his Eftate, we need not be
mose {olicitous about the Learning and
Prudence of the Clergy, tham of the
Lawyers and  Phyficians : But being we
believe it to be etherwife, furely we
ought to be more concerned for the
Reputation and Succefs of the onc than
of the other.

I come sow, Sir, to the fecond Part
thar was defigned, wiz. the Poverty of
fome of the Clergy: By whofe mcan
Condition , their facred Profeffion is
much difparaged, and their Do@rine
undervalued.

What large: Proyifions of old, God
was - pleafed. to make for the Prieftheod,
and upon - what. zeafons, is eafily fecn
to any one that looks but into the Bik/e.
The Levites, it is trae, were left out
in the Divifion of the Inheritanee ; not
to their Lofs but to their grear tem:
poral Advantage: for whereas, had
they been common Sharers with the
reft, a Twelfth parc only would have
been their juft Allowanee ; God was
pleafed to fettle upon them a Tenth:
and that  without any - Trouble: or
Charge of Tillage: Which made their
Portion

[os]

Portion nich more confiderable than
llu‘\xr:lﬂ;\s this: provifion was very ‘novu‘n:
viful, fo the reafons, no queftion, ;}ﬁn
very divine and S{xbﬁmm\; Which feem
chiefly to be: thefe, two
m;"zv)/l,[ that the Priefthood n_nghr\bcr
altogether ac leifure for the fer ml:] ?
of God, and that they of that oix
Order miight not be "diftracted with
the Cares. of the \\'orld,’nnd inter=
rupted by every Neighbour's Hor('?1 or
Cow, that breaks. their Hedges or fhac-
kles their Corn+ But that living a kuzj
of Spiritual Life, and being xemoved
a Little from all Worldly ,‘\Ha:r‘& they
migh always \1 fit to T ‘n(\\c ‘kn Iy b
birations, and. always ready
B ihe Mind of God, and to advife
and dircé the People t rein. Nor as
if-this: divine Exemption of them from
the (Commen Troubles and Cares of
this Life, was intended as an Oppor-
tunicy of Luxury and I
certainly there is a Labour -
ging : And there is a muc Carefulnels
without following the Plough:, and
looking after their (1:\([;;\. lAf"d ;l‘.(\lil\

he Employment of thole Holy
was the Employment Me?x
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Men of old : their Carc and Bufinefs
was to pleafe God, and to charge
themfelves with the Welfare of all his
People: Which ching he that does with
a good and fatisfied Conftience, Tli
affure you, he has a Task upon him,
much beyond them that have for their
care, their hundreds of Oxen, and five
hundreds of Sheep.

Another ‘Reafon that this large Al-
lowance was ~made to the Priefts,
was, that they might be cnabled to-re-
lieve the Poor, to entertain Strangers,
and thereby to cncourage People in
the Ways of Godline(s : For they be-
ing in a peculiar manner the Servants
of God, God was pleafed to entruft in
their hands a Portion more than ordi-
naary of the Good things of theEand,
as the fafelt Store-Houfe and Treafury
for fuch as were in Need. That in
all Ages thercfore, there fhould be a
continued tolerable Maintenance for the

lergy ; the fame Reafons, as well as
many others, make us think to be ve-
1y neceffa Unlefs they'll count Mo-
ney and Victuals to be only Types
and Shadows, and {o to ceafe with the
Ceremonial Law

For

[971

For where the Minift
to the tolerable convenienci
the chief af his care ar
{pent not. in. an impercinen
what Texts of Seripture will be moft uf
ful for his. Parifh, what Inftructions moft
{cafonable, and what Authors beft to be
confulted : Butthe chief of his thoughts,
mutk be to ftudy -how

y is pinchd,
of this Life,
muft be

ing

and hismain bu
to live that we
Bread for his Family 2 W
lately Pigg'd 2 Wleence will come the next
rejoycinig_Goofe, or the next cheerful
Basket of Apples: How far to Lammas;
or Offerings : When {hall we h no-

maintain'd by T
the Child that lies ceyi
will not be fatisfied w.

and perha

But fu es g
with a Lock 1o it,
Study, towards the latret end of
the (for you muft know, Sir, there
are very few Texts of Seripture, that

q cdri
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can be divided, at fooneft, before Friday
night 5 and fome there be that will never
be divided but upon Swndiy morning, and
that not' very carly, but cither a little be-
fore they go, or in going to Church: ) I
fay, fuppofe the Gentleman gets thus into
his Study : one may very near guefs,
what is his firft thought when he comes
there,viz. that the laft Kilderkin of Drink
#s near departed ; and that he has but one
poor fingle Groat in the Houfe, and there’s
Judgment and Execution ready to come
ouragainft it, for Milk and Eggs. Now,
Sir, can any man think that one thus
rack’d, and tortured, can be ferioufly in-
tent half an hour to contrive any thing
thar might be of real advantage” to his
people + Befides, perhaps that week he
has met with fome difmal croffes and-un-
g misfortunes. - There was a fcurvy
itiond Mole that broke into his Pa-
flure, and plough'd up the beft part of
his Glebe : and a little after that, came a
uple of fpightful ill favourd Crows,
and erampl'd down the little remaining
3 Another day, having but four
fiveep comes the Kite,

ay the fatteft and hLopefulleft
of all the Brood. Then after all this

came

f991

caime the Jack-Daws and Starlings (nUT
Birds that they are !) and they feartered
and carried away from his thin h}ahll }'
Houfe, forty or fifty of the beft Straws:
And to make liim compleatly unhappy,
after all thefe afflictions, ano day,
that he had a pair of Breeches on, coming
over a perver(e Stile , he fuffered very
much in carcle(ly lifting over his Leg.
Now, what Parifh can be fo inconfiderate
and unreafonable,, as to look F_or any
thing from one, whofe phanfic is thus
cheek’d, . and whofe under@tanding is thus
ruffled and difordered. They may asfoon
expect comfort and confolation from hint
that lies rack’d with the Gout and Stone;
from a Divine thus broken and fhat-

1in his Fortunes.
1l grant, that hemeets not with
any of thefe fuch frightful difafters, buc
that he goes into bis Study with a Mind
as calm as the Evening : For all that,
Sunday, we muft be content even
with what ‘God fhall pleae to fend us:
For as for Books, heis (for want of mo-
ny) {o moderately furnifh'd, chat except
it be a {mall Geneva Bible, fo fmall, as it
will not be defired to lie openof it felf,
together with a certain Concordance there-
2 unto
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to' belongifig ; as alfo a Book: for alf
kind of Latin Sentences, called Polyans
thea, with fome Expofition upon the Ca
chifm(a Portion of which is to be got by
heart, and to be put off for his own;)
and perhaps Mr.Caiyl upon Pineds, Mr.Dod
irpon the Commandmerts, and Mr.Clark’s
Lives of famousmen, both in Chutch and
State; fuch as Mr. Carter of Norwich, that
ufes to eat fuch abundance of Pudden:
Befides, T fay, thefe, there is featce any
thing to be found bur a budget of old
flitelrd Sermons , 1 Gehind the
door, with a few broken Girts; w6 or
thie yards of Whipcord, and pechaps

Saw and 4 Hammer, to prevent dilap
dations. - Now, ‘what ‘may not'a Divine
do, though but of ordinary: Patts, and
unhappy Education, with fach” learned
helps and affiftances as thefé: No Vice
furely durft ftand before him, and Here-

s Sir, it is to be con-
s but thus meanly
Of, 1t is not his only infelicity

cither “Time, Mind, nor
ove himfelf for theinward
and fatisfation- of his People
but alfo that he is not capable”of do-
ing

benefit- and

. [ rox }
ing thac outward good amongft the
needy, which is a grear Ornament o
thac holy Profeffion, and a confiderable
advantagetoyards the having his Do
belicved and pradiifed in 2 degenc
World. And that which augments the
mifery, whether he be able or not, it is
expected from him. If cheir comes a
Bricf to Town, for the Minifter to caft in
his Mite, will not farisfie, unlefs he can
create fix pence or a fhilling to put into
the Box, for a {lale to decoy in the reft
of the Parifi: Nay, he that has buc
twenty or thirty pounds per anmzum, if he
ot up as high as the beft in the
F nallad@s of Cha I
carnal and carchly
he ducft not coin, and canno
racles. And let there com
ny Beggars, half of thefe Tl {
fhall prefently enquire for the
Houfe: For God, fay they, certainly
dwells there, and has laid up for us fufli-
cient relief.

Ikaow many of the Laity are ufually
fo extremely tender of the {piritual wel-
fare of the Clergy, that they ate apt to
wifh them but very {iall temporal goods,
left their inward ftace fhould be in dan:
ger, (a thing they need not much fear,

X ince

s
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fince that effe@ual humiliation of Zzenry
the Eighth) For, fay they, the great
Tithes, large Glebes, good Victuals and
warm Cloths, do but puff up the Prief?,
making him fat, foggy, and ufelefs, and
fill him *with pride, vain-glory, and all
kind of inward wickednefs, and pernicious
corruption.  We fee this plain, fay they,
in the Whore of Balylon : ‘To what a de-
greeof Luxury and Intemperance (befides
a great deal of falfe Doctrine ) have
Riches and Honour raifed up that Strams
¢t > How doés fhe firut i, and fiwag-
ger ic over all the World , rerrifying
Princes, and defpifing Kings and Em-
perors? The Clergy, if ever we would
expect any edification from them, ought
to be dieted and kepe low, to be meek
and humble; quict, and ftand in need of
a Pot of Milk from their next Neigh-
bour, and alw: c very loth to ask for
their very tight, for fear of making any
difturbatice Parith, ot feeming to
underftand, or . have any refpect for this
vile “and ward World: “Under the
in thofe old ‘times of dark-
g, the Priefts had their firft
Difhes, their Milk and Ho-
2 and Quails, their out-
vard Veftments : Bat
now

[ 103 ] -

¢ under the Gofpel, and in times of
tl:;\ruaml hﬂmg,j Pn much more {paring
Diet is fitter, and a fingle Coat, though
it be never o ancient and thin is fully
fufficient. - We muft now look, fay they,
(if we would be betzer for them) for a
hardy and labouring Clergy, that is mor-
tified to a Horfe, and all {uch pampering
vanities, and that can foot it five or fix
miles in the dirt, and Preach till ftar-
lighe for as many fhillings ; as alfo a fo-
ber and: temperate Clergy, that will not
eat fo much as the Laity, bug that the
leaft Pig, and the leaft Sheaf , and the
leaft of every thing, may fatisfie their Spi-
gitualthips. ~ And befides ; a Mony-re-
nouncing Clergy, that can abftain from
fecing a peny a month together, unlefs
it be when the Collecfors, and Vifitationers
come. Thefe -are all Gofpel-difpenfati-
ons, and great inflances of Patience,
Conentednefs, and refignation of Affe-
Qions ; toall the emptinciles and fooleries

of this life.

But, cannot a Clergy-man chufe rathes
to lie upon Feathers than an Hardle, but
he muft be idle, foft, and effeminate?
May he not defire wholefome Food, and
frefh Drink, wnlefs he be a Cheat, 3 Hy+

G 4 pacrite
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pocrite and an Impoftor > and muft he
needs be void of all Grace, though he has
a fhilling in his Purfc after the Rares be
crofSdz And full of pride and vani.
ty; though his Houfe flands not upon
Crutches, and though his Chimney is to
be feen a foor above the Thatch > Ok,
how prettily and temperately may half 3
feore children be maintained with almoft
Twenty pounds peranmm ! Whata hand~
fome fhift a poor ingenious and frugal
Divine will make, to take it by turns
and wear a Caffock one year, and a pair
of Breeches another2 What a becoming
thing is i, for him-that ferves ar the AL
tar; o fill. the Dung-Cart in dry wea-
sher’, and to hear the Oven, and pill
Hemp in wer2 And what a pleafant fight
Isit, to fee the man of God ferching up
his fingle Melancholy Cow, from a 1?)"41’
tib of Land that is fearc ;

out a Gui Or 1o be f; po
imJ well grinded Pouch of Meal> Or to
be plant

on 2 Pannier with a pair of
irkies, bobbing” out their

Go: rkic
s from under his-Canonical Coat, as

I

you cannot burremember the Man, Sir
accomplif’d : Qr-to find
about the Yards; or keeping

his

thar  was ¢!
him raving

[ ros ]
his Chamber clofe, becaufe the Duck
latcly mifcarried of an Egg, or that the
never-failing Hen has unhappily forfaken
her wonted Neftz 3

And now, fhall we think chat fuch Em-
ployments as thefe-can any confift
with due: reverence, or: tolerable refpect
from a Parifh: And he {peaks altogether
at 2 venture, that cither fays that this is
falfe, or, at leaft it need not be fo, not-
withflanding the mean condition of fome
of the Clergy. - For ler any one make it
out to me, which way it is pofiible,
that 'a Man fhall be able to maintain
pechaps cight or ten in his Family, with
wenty or thirty Pounds perannsm, with-
outa moft intolerable dependence upon
his Parifh, and without committing him-
{elf o fuch vilenefs, as will in all likeli-
hood, render him contemptible to his
People; Now, where the In-come is fo
pittifully fmall (which I'll affure you, is

the Portion of hundreds of the Clergy
of this Nation) which way fhall he man-
age it for the fubfiftence of himfelf, and
his Family 2 If he keeps the Glebe in his
own hand (which he may eafily do, al-
moft in the hollow of it) what increafe
can he expect from a couple of Apple
T
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rees, a brood of Ducklings, a He;
land, and as much Paﬁurcfs is juft :l]a?c‘
to Summer a Cow> And asfor his Tithes,
he either Rents them out to 2 Lay-man,
who will be very unwilling to -be his
Tenant, unlefs he may be fure to fave b
the Bargain ar leaft a third part : Or cli}c,
he compounds for them; and then as for
hismony, he fhall have it when all the
reft of the World be paid. Burt if he
thinks fit to take his Dues in Kind, he
then either demands his true and utmoft
Right and if o, it is a great hazard if
he be not counted a Catterpiller aMuck—
worm, a very Earthly-minded Man and
£00 much fighted inco this lower World -
which was made, as many of the Laicy
think, altogether for themfelves : Or el({
!w vmu[l tamely commit himfelf to thac
little Dofe of the Creature, that fhall be
plealed to be proportioned out unto him;
Chufing ratherto flarve in peace and qui-
ctnefs, than to gain his right by n?ni&:
and diftarbance ; The beft of all*the(e
ways that a Clergy-man fhall think fic for
his Preferment to be manag'd, whe
is {0 {mall, are fuch, as will andoubtedly
make him cither to be hated and revilcdy
or elfe pitifully poor and difefteemed,
But

[ 107]

But has it not gone very hard in all
Ages with the Men of God > Was not
our Lordand Mafter, our Greatand Figh
Prieft 5 and was not his fare low, and his
life fall of trouble> And was not the
condition of moft of his Difciples very
mean » Were not they notably pinch'd,
and {everely treated after him ¢ And is it
not the Duty of every Chriftian to imi-
tate fuch holy Pactesns: but efpecially of
the Clergy, Who are to be fhining Lights
and vifible Examples, and therefore to
be fatisfied with a very lictle Morfel,
and to renounce ten times as much of
the World as other People? And is not
Patience better than the great Tithes, and
Contentednefs to be preferred before large
Fees and Cuftoms? Is there any compa-
rifon between the expe@tation of a crings
ing Bow, or a low Hat, and mortificar
tion to all fuch Vanities and Fopperies;
efpecially with thofe who, in a peculiar

manner, hope to receive their Inheri-

tance, and make their Harveft inthe next
life 2 This was well thoughe of indeed :
but for allthat, if you pleale, Sir, we will
confider a little fome of thofe remarkable

Inconveniencies,that do moft undoubtedly

attend upon the Minifters being fo meanly
proyided for. Firlk
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Firft of all, the holy Men of God, or
the Miniftry in general, hereby is dife-
fteemed, and rendred of fmall” account.
For though they be called the Mes of God.
it is obferved, that God feems

= bu little care of them in making
erable Provifions for this Life, o

that Men are fuffered to take away that
which God was pleafed to provide for
them, the People are pre(ently apr tq
think, that they belong to God fio more
than ordinary folks, if {o much, Aad
atthough it 15 not to be queftion'd bur
thar the laying on of Hands is a-moft
Divine Inftitution ;- yec it is nocall the
Bifbops Hands in the’ World, laid upon a
Man, if he be cither notorioufly igno-
rant, or difmally poor, that can procure
him any bearty and lafting relpect. For
though we find that fome of the Difeiples
of Chrift, that carried on and eftablithed
the great deligns of the-Gofpel, were
?’c‘rﬁorﬁ of ordinary Employments and
Lducation; yer we fee ligtle reafon to
think thar Miracles fhould be continued
at, which natural endeavours,

Spirit of God, are able to
A £ Chrift were fill upon
tarth o, make Bread for fuch asare his

pecu-

[ o9 ]

peculiar Servants, and Declarers 'of bis
Mind and Doérine, the Laity, if they
pleafe, fhould eatup all the Corn chem-
felves, as well the tenth fheaf, as the o+
ther ; but feeing it is otherwife and that
that Miraculous Power was not left to
the fucceeding Clergys for them to beg
their Bread or depend for' their {ubfi-
ftence upon the good pleafure and hu-
mour of their Parith, is a thing that ren-
ders that holy Office very much flighted,
and difregarded.

That Conftitution therefore of our
Church was a moft prudent defign s that
fays, that all who are Ordain'd, fhall be
Ordain’d so fomewhat; Nor Ordain'd at
random, to Preach in general to the
whole World, as they travel wup and
down the Road, but to this or that par-
ticular Parifh.  And no queftion the rea-
fon was to prevent Spiritual-Pedling, and
gadding up and down the Country with
a bag of trifling and infignificant Ser-
mons ; enquiring, who will buy any Do-
rine 2 So that no more might be reeei-
ved into Holy Orders, rhan the*Church
had provifion for. But fo very little is
this regarded, that if ‘a young Divirity-
inkender has but gota Sermon of his owh,

or

" Hobbes | 40696062
/. Hobbes |, 40696062



[tro]
or of his Father’s, although he knows
not where to get a Meals Meat, or one
peny of Mony by his Preaching, yet he
gets a Qualification from fome Beneficd
Man or other, who perhaps is no more
ablero keep a Curace, than Iam to keep
ten Foot-Boys, and {o he is made a
Preacher.  And upon this account I have
known an ordinary Divine, whofc Living
would but juft keep himfelf and his Fa-
mily from Melancholy and Defpair,
fhroud under his protection as many Cu-
7ats, as the beft Nobleman in the Land
has Chaplains. Now, many fuch as thefe
gointo Orders againfl the Sky falls ; fore-
feeing no more likelyhood of any Pre-
ferment coming to them, than you or I
do of being Secretaries of State.  Now,
{o often as any fuch as thefe, for wane of
Maintenance, are put to any unworthy
and difgracefol fhifts, this reflects difpa-
ragement upon all thac Order of Holy
Men.

And we muft havea great care of com-
paring our {mall prefer’d Clergy with
thofe” but of the like fortune in the
Church of Rome, they having many Arts
and Devices of gaining Refpect and Re-
verence to their Office, which we count
nicither

{ e ] ;

icher jufk nor watrantable. We defign
::Slrlnori than to be in a likely capacity
of doing good, and difcrediting our Re-
ligion, nor fuffering the Gofpel to be dif=
efteemed : But their aim is clearly, not
only by Cheats, contrivd Tales and
feignedMiracles, to ger Mony in abun-
dance ; but to be worthipped, almoft dei-
fied isas lictleas they will contentthem-
felves withal. For, how can it be, bus
that the People: belonging to a Church,
wherein the Supreme Governour is be-
lieved never to err, either purely by ver-
tuc of his own fingle Wifdom, or by the
help of his Infpiring Chair, er by the al(-
fiftance of his little Infallible Cardinals,
(for it marters not where the roor of not
being miftaken lies) I fay, how can it be,
but that all that are Believers of fuch ex-
traordinary knowledge, muft needs ftand
in moft direful awe, not only of the fore-
faid Supreme, but of all that adhere to
him, or are in any Ghoftly Authority un-
der him? And although it fo happens,
that this fame extraordinary knowing
Perfon is pleafed to Lrollhlclum(elf\vld\ a
good large proportion of this vile and
contemptible World, fo that ﬂ'mu'ld he
nowand then, upon fome odd and c.o:dy
ay.
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day, count himfelf Mortal, and be a lic
tle miftaken; yet he has chanced to
make fuch a comfortable provifion for
himf{elf and his followers, that he muft
needs be fufficiently valued and honoured
amongftall : Bur had he but juft enough
to keep himfelf from catching cold, and
ftarving, fo long as he is invefted wich
fiach fpiritual Sovereigaty, and fuch a pe-
culiar priviledge of being Infallible, moft
certainly, without quarrelling, he:takes
the Road of all Mankind,

And as for the moft inferior Priefls of
all, although they pretend not to fuch per-
fection of knowledge, yet there be many
extraordinary things, which they are be-
lieved tosbe able todoj which beget in
People a- moft venctable refpedt towards
them ; fuch is the power of MakingGod
in the Sacrament; a thing that muft infal
libly procure an infinite admiration. of
him that can do it, tho he fearce knows
s, atid has not a
thing to buy himfelf Bread. And then
hen Chrifft is made; their giving but half
f him to the Laity, s a thing alfo, if
it be minded. thar will very much  help
on the - bufis and make the People
fland ata g v diftance from the Cler-
By-

car

[re5]

inftance likewife in their At
Jar Confefiions, injoyning of
forgiving fins, making of Saints, fi
from Purgatory,and many fuch ufe
ful Tricks they have, and Wonders they
can do, todraw in the forward bel
Laity into a moft Right-Worfhipful Opi-
nion, and Honour: Efteem of them.
And therefore {ceing our Holy Church of
England counts it not juft, nor warrant=
able thus to cheat the World, by belying
the Scriptures, and by making ufe of
fuch falfhood and ftratagems to gain re-
fpect and reverence, it behoves us cers
wainly to wifh for, and endeavourall fuch
means as are ufeful and Jawful, for the

obraining the fame. ¥
I might here, I think, conveniently add,
that though many preferments amongfk
the Clergy of Kome may poflibly be as
{mall as fome of ours in 7 d, yet we
are to be put in mind of one more excel-
lent Contrivance of theirs, and that is
the denyal of Marriage to Priefts, where
by they are freed from the Expencesof a
Family, and a train of young Children,
that upon my word, will foon fuck up
the Milk of 2 Cow or two, and grind
in picces a few Sheaves of Comn. The
H Church
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Church of England therefore thinking it
not fir to oblige their Clergy to a fingle
life, and I fuppofe are not likely to alter
their Opinion, unlefs they receive betrer
reafons for it from Rome, than have been
as yet fent over; he makes a comparifon
very wide from the purpofe, that goes a-
bout to try the Livings here in England,
by thofe of the Church of Rome : There
being nothing more frequent in our
Churcli, than for a Clergy-man to have
theee or four Children to get Bread for,
by that time one in theirs fhall beallowed
to go into Holy Orders.

There is flill one thing remaining,
which ought not to be forgotten (a thing
that is fometimes urged, 1 know, by the
Papifts, for the fingle life of the Pricfts)
that does much alfo leffen the Efteem of
our Miniftery ; and that is, the poorand
contemptible Employment that many
Children of the Clergy are forced upon,
by reafon of the meannefs of their Fathers
Revenue, Tt has happend, I know, fome-
times, that whereas it has pleafed God to
beftow upon the Clergy-man a very fuf-
ficient Income ; yet fuich has been his care-
lefnefs, as that he hath made but pitiful
provifions for his Children. And on the
other

115 |

fide, notwithftanding all the good care
and thoughtfulnefs of the Father, it has
happen'd at other times that the Child
beyond the power of all adyice
feémed to be refolyed for Debauchery 5
but to fee Clergy-mens Children con
demn’d to the walking of Horfes, to
wait upon a Tapfter, or the like, and
that only becaufe their Facher, was not
able to allow them a more gentile Edu-
cation, are fuch Employments that can=
not but bring great difgrace and difhonour
upon the Clergy.

But this is not all the inconverience that
atrends the fmall Income, the Portion of
fome Clergy-men; for befides that the
Clergy in gendral is dif
ly alfo to do but lictle good in their
Parifh.  Forit isahard matter for the Peo
pleto believe that he talks any thing to
the purpofe, that wants erdinary Food for
his Family, and thac his Advice and Ex<
pofition can come from dbove, that is
fearce defended againft the Weather. T
have heard a_travelling poor Man beg
with very good Reafon and a great ftream
of feafonable Rhetorick, and yet it has
been very lictle minded , becaufe his
Cloaths were tom, or at leaft out of
Fathion
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kafhion : And on the other fide, T have
heard but an ordinary f{aying, proceeding

froma fine Suit, and a good lufty Title
of Honour, highly admired ; which would
not poffibly have been hearken'd to, had
it been urtered by a_meaner Perfon ; yet
by all means, becaufe it was a Phanfie of
his Worjhips, it muft be counted high, and
notably exprefled.  If indeed this world
were made of fincere and pure beaten
Vertue, like the Gold of the firft Age,
than {uch idle and fond prejudices would
be a very vainfuppofal - and the Doctrine
that proceeded from the moft tattered and
contemptible Habit, and the moit {paring
Diet, would be as acceprable as that
which floweth from a Silken Caflock,
and beft ¢ Buc fecing the World
is not abfolutely perfedt, it is to be que-
ftioned, whether he that runs upon Traft
for every Ounce of Provifion he {pends
in his Family, can fearce look from his
Pulpit into any Seat of the Church, but
that he fpies fome body or other that heis
beholden to, and depénds upons and for
want of mony has fcarce confidence to
fpeak hand{omely to his Sexton ; it is to
tion'd, I'fay, whether one thus

defli-

[ ra7 ]
deftirute of all rolerable 1'\\11\7‘1\c

thus fhatrered and diftracted

neceflary Cares, can ei
difcretion, or utter with cour:
thing that may be beneficial to his Peo
whereby they may become his diligent
tenders, and hearty refpecters
And as the People do almoft refolve a-
gainfl being amended, or bettered by that
Minifters Preaching, whofe circumftances,
as to this life, are {o bad, and his condi-
tion fo low ; fo likewife is their Devoti-
on very cool, and indifferent in hearing,
from fuch a one, the Prayers of the
Church. The Ds [ all the
World know. d in the
moft magnificent Cathedral, orin the moft
private Parlour : Or, if performed by the
Archbifhop himfelf, or by the meanelt of
his Pricfts : But as the folemnity of the
place, befides the Confecration of it to
God Almighty, do much influence upon
the Devotion of the People : fo alfo the
quality and condition of the perfon that
readsit. - And although there be not that
acknowledged difference between a Prieft
comfortably provided for, and him that is
Thorns and Bryars, as there is be-
H3 Tween

her invent with
o ARV

‘Hobbes | 40696062
. Hobbes |, 40696062



[ 18]
tween one placed in grear Dignity and
Authority, and one that is in lefs ; yer
fuch a difference the People will make,
that they will fcarce hearken to whar is
read by the one, and yet be moft religi-
oufly attentive to the other. Not furely
that any one can think, that he whofe
countenance is chearly, and his Barns full,
<can petition Heaven more effeually, or
prevail with God for the forgivenefs of a
greater fin, than he who s pitifully pale,
and is not owner of anFar of Corn : yet
moft certainly the ) ht to con-
fels their Sins, and fing Praifes to God
with him, who fighs more for want of
Mony and Vicuals, than for his Tref-
pafles and Offences:  Thus it s, and will
be, do you and ¥(Sir) what we can to
the contrary.  Did our Church indeed be-
! withthe Papiffs, every perfon righe-
fully ordained, to be a kind of God Al
mighty,, working Miracles and daing
; then would People moft readi-
rate themfelyes to every thing to
s, though it could but juft
being” our  Church counts
lergy to be ‘but mortal
ly dedicated ta
crvice) their behaviour,

theig

[rr9]

their condition and circumftances of life
will neceffarily come into our value, and
efteem of them. And therefore it is to
no purpofe for men to fay, that this need
sot be’s it being but mere prejudice, hu-
mourand phanfie : and that if the Man
be truly in Holy Orders, that’s the great
matter: And from thence come Bleffings,
Abfolution, and Interceffion through
Chrift with God : And that itis not Phi-
Iofophy, Languages,Ecclefiaftical Eliftory, Pru-
dence, Diferetion, and Reputation, by which
the Minifter can hielp us on rowards
Heaven : Notwithftanding this, T fay a-
gain, that fecing Men are Men, and fee
ing thar we are of the Church of Z7
land, and not of that of Rome, ti
things ought to be weighed and confi
dered; and for want of being fo, oux

Church of England has fuffered much-
And I am almoft confident, that fince
the Reformation, nothing has more hin-
dred People from a juft eftimation of 2
Form of Prayer, and our Holy Liturgy,
than employing a company of Boys, or
old illiterate Mumblers, to read the Ser-
And T do verily believe thatat this
ay, clpecially in Cities and Corpo-
s, (which make up the chird part of
H 4 ous
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our Nation) there is nothing that does
more keep back fome diffatisfied People
from Church, till S be over, than
that itis read by fome Ten or Twelve-
pound-man, wich whofc Parts and Fdu-
cation they are {o well acquainted, asto
have reafon o know, thac he has but juft
skill enough to read the Lefons with
twice conning over. And though the
Office of the Reader, be only to read
word for word, and neicher to invent
and expound : yet People love he fhould
bea Perfon of fuch worth and knowledge,
as it may be fippofed he underftands
what he reads. ; And although for fome
itwere too burthenfomea task to read the
Servicetwice aday; and Preach as often:
vetcertainly it were much better if the
People had but enc Sermon in a fortnight
or month, {o the Service was performed
by a knowing and valuable Perfon, than
fo run an unlcarned rout of contemptible
People into Holy Orders, on purpole
only to {ay the Prayers, of the Church,
w s fhall underftand very little
more  hollow Pipe made of Tin or
Wainfc
ither do T here at all refle¢

where the Praye

upon Ca-
s ape ufually
read

[ r2x]
read by fome grave and worthy Perfon :
and as for the unlearned Singers, whether
Boys or Men, there isno more complaint
to be made, as to this Cafe, than that
they have not an all-underftanding Organ,
or a prudent and difcreet Corner.
Neither need People be afraid that the
Minifter for want of Preaching fhould
grow {tiff and rufty, fuppofing he came
not into the Pulpil every week : for he
may fpend his time very honeftly, either
by taking better carc of what he Preaches,
and by ferioufly confidering what s moft
ufefl and feafonable for the People ; and.
not what Subject he can Preach upon with
moft eafe, or upon what Text he can
make a brave Speech, for which no body
fhall be betrer, or where he can beft fteal
without being difcoverd, as is the pra-
Qice of many Divines in private Parifhes:
or elfe he may fpend it in vifiting the
Sick, inftructing the Ignorant, and re-
covering fuch as arc gone afiray: For,
though there be Churches built for pub-
lick Aflfemblics, for publick Inftruction,
and Exhortation: and though there be
abfe ly plain places of Scri-
t do oblige the Minifter to walk
: to Houfg, yet cerrainly Peo-
% ple
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ple mighe receive much more advantage
from fuch charitable Vifics and friendly
Conferences, than from general Difcour-
fes levell'd av the whole World ; where
perhaps the greateft part of the time fhall
be fpent in ufele®s Prefaces, Dividingsand
Flourifhings. - Which thing is very practi-
cable, excepting fome vaft Parifhes : In
which alfo it 15 much better to do good
{ome than to none acall.
is but one Calamity more that I
ion, which though it need not
t it does too frequently ac-
low condicion of many of
And that is, it is a great ha-
zard, if theybe nocidle, intemperate and
feandalous. 1 fay, Lcannot prove ftrictly
and undenyably that a man fmally bene-
ficed, muft of neceffity be diffolute and
debauched ¢ but when'we confider, how

1ch he lies fubject to the humour of all
kind of Reptobates ; and how cafily he
is tempred from his own Houfe of Poverty
Melancholly ; it is to be feared, that
willing too often to forfake his
f {curvy Books, and his
ion of Darknc(s, where there
g or drinking, for a good

, where there is a bountiful
provis

[ 1331
provifion of both. And when he comes
here, though he {ivears not at all, yet he
muft be fure to fay nothing to them that
do it, by all that they can think of: And
though he judges it not ficto lead the Fore-
Jorn in Vice and Prophancne(s ; yet, if
he goes about to damp a Frolick, rhere
is great danger, not only of lofing his
Swnday Dinner,bur all opportunities of fuch
future refrefhments, for his nicenefs and
fqucamifhnefs. And fuch asare but ar all
difpofed to thefe lewd kind of Meerings,
befides the Devil, hefhall have follicitors
enough, who countall fuch revelling oc-
cafions very unfavoury, and unhallowed,
unlefs they have the prefence of fome
Clergy man to fandtifie the Ordinances
Who, if he fticks at Glafs, blefs him,
and call him but DoéZor, and it {lides pre-
fently. I take no delight, I muft con-
fefs, to infift upon this, but only T could
very much with that fuch of our Go-
orrious, as go among(t our {mall pre-
fere'd Clergy, totakea view of the Con-
dition of the Church and Chancel, that
they would make but enquiry whether
the Minifter himfelf be nor much ouc of

repair
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1 have now done, Sir, with the Grounds
of that difefteem that many of the Clergy
lie under both by the Zworance of fome,
and the extreme Poverty of others ; And I
fhould have troubled you no farther but
that I though it convenient not to omit
the particular occafions that do concur to
the making up of many of our Clergy fo
pitifully poor and contemptible.

Thefirfk thing that contributes much to

the Poveriy of the

f
compared with the bigne(s of our Nation:
But in refpec of that infinite number thar
are in Holy Orders, itisa very plain cafe,
that thereis a very great want.  And, lam
confident chat in a very litele time [ could
procure hundreds that fhould ride both
Sunand Moon down, and beeverlaftingly
youss, if you could help them but to a
Livingof Tweity five, or Thirty Pounds
ayear: And this I fuppofe to be chiefly
occafioned upon thefe two accounts ; ci-
ther from the Zagernefs and Ambicion that
{ome People have of going into Orders ; or

from the refisze of others into the Church <
otherwife difappoinced of a

» hope, to make furcof onc by

Fiell,

[ 125 ]

eft, Iy, that which encreafes the ur
pm}x‘:dcd fgr number of the (lug)'; is
People pofting inco Orders, before they
know their Meffage or Bufinefs, only out
of a cerrain kind of Pride and Ambition.
Thus fome are_hugely in loye with the
meer Title of Prieft, or Deacon ; never
confidering how they fhall live, or \vh?f
good they are likely todo in their Office :
but only they havea phanfie that a Caf
fock, if it be made long, is a very hand-
fom Garment, though 1t be never paid
for = And that the Desk isclearly the beft,
and the Pulpit the higheft Seat 1n all the
Parith ; That they fhall take place of moft
but Efquires and Righs-Worfbipfals: Thac
they fhall have the honour of being Spiri-
tual Guides and Cou urs

fhall be fuppofed to underftand more
the Mind of God thas ordinaty, though
perhaps they fcarce kiow the 0/d Law
from the New, nor the” Canon from the
Apocrypha.  Many, 1 fa: . fuch as thefe
there be, who know where te get
two Groats, nor what they have to fay to
the People, but only becaufe they have
heard chat the Office of a Minifter isthe
moft Noble and_honourable Employmenc
in the World, therefore they, not know-
ing
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ing in the leaft what the meaning of that
is, Orders by all means muft have, tho’
it be to the difparagement of that Holy
Function.

Others alfo there be, who are not fo
highly poflefS'd with the meer dignity of
the Office, and * honourablenefs of “the
Employment, but think, had they bur a
Licenfe and Authority to Preach, Oh
how they could pay it away ! And that
they can tell the People fuch ftrange
things, as they never heard before in all
their lives: That they have got fuch a
commanding Voice, fuch heart-breaking
Expreflions, fuch a peculiar Method of
Text-dividing, and fuch notable Helps
for the interpreting all difficulties in Scrip-
ture, that they can fhew the People a
much fhorter way to Heaven, than has
been as yet made known by any.  Sucli
a forwardnefs as this, of going into Holy
Orders, either mecrly out of an ambis
tious humour of being called a Prieft, o
of thinking they could do fuch feaes dnd
wonders, if they might be but free of
the Pulpit, has filled the Nation with
many more Divines, than there is an
competent Maintenance for in the Church,

Anothet

[ r27
Another great crowd that is made in
the Church, is by thofé, that take in

uge : any
./n‘;d Deacons, either for want of Employ-
ment in their Profeffion of Law, Phyfick,
or thelike; or having been unfortunate
in their Trade, or having broken a Leg
oran Arm, and fo difabled from follow-
ing their former Calling; or, having bad
the pleafure of {pending their Eftate, or
being ( perhaps defervedly ) difappointed
of their Inheritance.  The Church is 2
very large and good Sanctuary, and one
Spiritual fhilling is as good as three Tems«
porality fhillings : Let the hardeft come
tothe hardeft ; if they can get by heart,
uid eff d eff Ecclefis 2 Quot
Junt Concilia ralia 2 And gain Og=
ders, they may prove Readers or Preachers,
according as their Gifts and Opportuni-
ties fhall lie. Now, many {uch as thefe,
the Church being not able to provide for
(as there is no great reafon that She
fhould be follicitous about it) muf
needs prove a very grear difparagement
to Her: They coming hither juftas the
old Heathens ufe to goto Prayers = When
nsothing would ftop the anger of the
Gods
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Gods, then for a touch of Devotion : and
if there be no way to ger Viftuals, ra-
ther than flarve let us Read or Preach,

In fhort, Sir, we pecfedtly over-
ftock’d with Profeffors of Divinity ; there
being fcarce employment for half of thofe
who undertake that Office.  And unlefs
we had fome of the Romifh Tricks, to
ramble up and down, and cry Pardons
and Zndulgences: Or for want of a -Li-
ving, have good ftore of Clients in the
bufinefs of Purgatory, or the like, and fo
make fuch untighteous gains of Religion,
1t were certainly much betcer if many. of
them were otherwife determined. ~Or
ualefs we had fome vent ' for our learned
ones beyond the Sea, and could tranfpore
fo many Tun of Divines yeatly, as we
do other Commodities, wich which the
Nation is over-ftock'd ; we do certain-
ly very unadvifedly to breed up o many
to that Holy Calling, o to fuffer (o many
to fteal into Orders, feeing there is not
fufficient Work and Employment  for
them.

The next thing that does much heigh-
ten the Mifery of our Chureh, as to the
Poverty of it, is the Gentries defign-
ing, not only the weak, the lame, and

ufually

[r9]

lly the moft ill-favourd. 6f theit
!(l,r!:‘jdx)un for the Office of the Miniftry,
bur alfo fuch as they intend to fettle nos
ching upon for their fubfiftence ; leaving
them wholly to the bare hopes of Church-
preferment. For, as.they think, let the
thing look how it will, it is good enough
for the Church; and that if ic had buc
Limbs enough to climb the Pulpit, and
E enough to find the Day of the
Month, it will ferve well enough to
Preach and Read Service :  So likes
wife they think they have obliged
the Clergy very much, if they pleafe to
beftow two or three years Edu
on a younger Son at the L Jity, &
then ‘commend him to the Grace of God;
and the favour of the Church, without
one peny of Money or inch of Land:
You muft not think, that he will lpon_l
his eldeft Son’s Eftate, or hazard the lef*
fening the Credic of the Family, to do
that which may tend any way to the
Repuration and Honour of the Clergys
And thus it comes to pafs that you may
commonly ride ten miles, and fcarce meet
with a Divine s werth above two
Spoons and a Pepper-box, befides his Li
ving or Spirituil Preferments. For, as for
the Land, thar goes f\lvccpmg awdy W [11()};
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the eldeft Son, for che immortality of the
Family ; and as for the Money, that is
ufually employed for to bind “out, and
fet up other Children. And thus you
thall have them make no mubr of gi-
ving five hundred or a thoufand pmmd»
for a ftock to them: Bur for the poor
Divinity-Son, if he gets but enough to
lm a bm.u [hn at fecond hand, and a
Syftem or two of Faith, that’s count-
)m’ucuu for him to fet up wich-
Tibly he migl : fome

5 in v,lqt a
are th«.(c likely to be,
eir fad C:

do ufual ly

relief of

i o o op-
porcunity chﬂ y Charity, as the
mending of vhc‘l Tighways, and the cre-

ing of Hofpita

recko

the 1

But ncither are fpiritual Preferments
only fearce by reafon of that great num-
ber

fer
they that are thus 1p
fually &mﬂhll:: of any of
Livelil |
to pumll)on of (Lun they finding
the moft part nothing but a little 5
and fecond Courfe, Pigs, Geefe and A}
ples, muft needs be put upon great p:
plexities for the flanding neceffaries of a
Family. So that if it be enquired by any
one, how comes it to pals ‘thar we havé
fo many in Holy Orders that underfla
fo lieelé, and chat are able to do fo lircle
Service in the Church: I we wo
fiver plainly and rr
caufe they are
fhall we
curs'd to v
will be content \‘!L‘v
Pounds 2 For thou
it looks at firlt like a bounciful Il. &5
yet, if we think of it a little betrer, we
thall find that an ordinary Bricklay:r or
Curpenter, (1 mean not your great Under=
rakers arid Mafter-workmen ) that earns
mvxﬂ.mtb but his two ff ullm;\ a day, has
a’better Revenue, and has cé
y the mmnm)\ of more Money ¢ For
h1r the one hds no dilapidations, and
Ia the
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the like, to confume a great patt of his
weekly Wages, which you know how
much the other is {ubject unto. So that
as long as we have o mamy fmall and
contemptible Livings belonging to our
Church (let the World do what it can )
we muft expect thac they fhould be fup-
plied by very lamentable and unfervice-
able things : “For that no body elfe will
meddle with them; Unlef§ oneinan Age,a-
bounding with Money, Charity and Good-
nefS, will preach for nothing. ~ For if Men
of Knowledge, Prudence and Wealth,
have a fancy againfta Living of Twenty
or Thirty Pounds a Year : There is no
way to get theim into fuch an underta~
king, but by fending out a fpiritual Prefs :
For that very few Volunteers that are of
worth (unlefs better encouraged ) ~will
go into that Holy Warfare: Bur it will
be lefe to rhofe who cannot devife how
otherwife to live.

Neither muft People fay, that befides
ks, Prebeads, and “the like, we
have brave Benefices, {ufficient to
invite ‘thofe of the beft Parts, Education
and Diferction. - For imagine Oe Living
in Forty is wortha Hundred Pounds a
Year, and fupplicd by a Man of Skill

and

[133]

and wholefome Counfel, What are the
other Thirty Nine the better for chac?
What are the People about Carlifls bet-
rerd by his Inftruétions and Advice who
lives at Dover 2 Tt was certainly our Su-
viour’s Mind, not only that the Gofpel
fhould be preached unto all Nations at
firlt, but that the Meaning and Power of
it fhould be preferved and conftantly de-
clared to all People, by fuch as had judg-
ment to do it: .
Neither again muft they fay, That Ci-
tjzs, orporations, and the great Zrading
Zowns of this Nation, (which are the
Strength and Glory of it, and that con-
tain the ufeful People of the World) are
ufually inftructed by very Leamed and
Judicious Perfons. For, 1 fuppofe, that
S4 ’s Defign was not that Mayors,
Aldermen and Merchants, fhould be only
faved ; but alfo that all plain Countrey

People fhould partake of the :
Who, though they read nor fo many Ga-
zetts, as a Citizen, nor concern themfelves
where the Zurk or King of France fets on
next; yer the true Knowledge of God is
now fo plainly delivered in Scripture,
that chere wans nothing but Sober and
Prudenc Offerers of the fame, to make it
3 faving
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faving to théfe of the meaneft Under-
ftandings. And therefore in all Parifhes,
if poffible, there ought to be fuch a fixt
and fetled Provifion, as might reafondbly
invite fome careful and prudent Perfon,
for the Peoples Guide and Infiruction in
Holy Marter

And furth
that the Re

more: It might be added,
ez belonging to moft of
Corporation Livings i no fuch mighty bu-
finefs: For were it not for the uncertain
and humorfome Contribution of the well-
pleafed Parifhioners, the P
Family might be eafily d, for allthe
Lands or In-come that belongs to his
Church. Befides the great mifchief thar
fich kind of hired Preachers have done
in the World, which I fhall not ftay here
to infift upon.

And as we have riot Cluy
in refpect of the great mulci
qualified fot a Living; fo, confic
{mallnes of the Revenue, and t}
cople that are to be the | ers,

plain that we have too man:
I many times find two Chur=
me Yard, whenas one would
cople. of both the Pa-
hey were united for the
encourages

and his

[135]
encouragement of fome deferving PTr(ljx1,
he might eafily make fhife to {pend veER
honeftly and temperately the Rmcnu“ o
both. And what though Churches it
ar a lirtle further diftance ; People m
pleafe to walk a mile without diftemp:
ing themflyes ; when as [‘h}cy fha ;
three or four to a Market to {ell ewo peny-
worth of Eggs. i

B fuppofe they refolye to pretend,
that they hall catch cold ( the Clouds
being more than ordinary thick upon [Ec-
Sundly, as they ufually ‘are, if there be
Religion in the cafe ) ‘and that (hc_\lﬂr:
v beat upon, having Tnftrution
to their own Zown :Why might
-rmon a day, or rather than fail
a fort-night, from a Prudent and
cem'd of Preacher, do as well as
from him, that talks all the
. nothing to the purpofe, and
cupon is laugh'd ac and defpif

1 know what People will prefently fay
to this, wiz. That if upon Swadsy the
Church be fhut, the Ale-houfes will
be open. And cherefore there muft be

body, tho never fo weak and
lamentable, to pals away the time in the
Church, that the People may be kept

14 fober
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fober and peaceable. Truly, if Religion
and the Worthip of God confifted only in
Negatives; and that the obfervation of
the Sabbath was only not to be drunk ;
then they fpeak much to the purpofes
but if it be otherwife, very litcle. It be-
ing not much unlike (as it is the fathion
in many places) to the fending of litcle
Children of two or three years old to 4
Schaol-Darme, without any defign of learn-
ing onc Letter, but only to keep them
out of the Firc and Warer.

Laft of all, People muft not fay that
there needs no great flore of 1 carning in
a Minifter, and therefore a {inall Living
may anfier his deferts : for that there be
Homilies made on purpofe by the Church
for young Beginners and flow Inventers,
Whereupon it is that fuch difference is
made between giving Orders and Licenfe
to preach’; the laft being granted only o
fuch -as the Bithop fhall Judge able to
make Sermons.

Bur this does not feem to do the bufi-
nef

For, though it be not neceffary for
every Guide of a Parifh to underftand all
the Oriental I + orto make exact-
ly elegant or profound Difcourfes for the
Pulpit ; yet moft certainly it is very re-

quifitg

[137]

quifice that he fhould be fo far 1c:|lrf|?‘|

and judicious, as prudently ok vife,

dired, inform and fatisfic the People in
Holy Matters, when they demand |tr, or
or beg it from him. Which to per ornl1
readily and jud\cxouﬂy, requires much
more difcretion and skill, than upon long
deliberation, to make a contmuedv talk of
an hour, withou any great difcernible
failing, ~ So that were a Minifter tied up
never to {peak one Sentence of his own
Tnvention out of the Pulpic in his whole
Life time, yet doubtlefs many other oc-
cafions there be, for which neicher Wif-
dom nor Reputation fhould be wanting
in him that has the Care and Government
of a Parifh. :

1 fhall not here go about to pleafe my
felf with the imagination of all the grear
Zithes being reftored to the Church, ha-
ving litcle reafon to hope to fee fuch days
of vertue. Nor fhall I here queftion the
Almightinefs of former Kings and Parlias
ments ; nor difpute whether all the King
Hen in the World, with never fucha
Powerful Parliament, were able to derer-
min to any other uf¢, what was once fo-
lemnly dedicated to God and his Service.
But yet when we look oves the l‘rcfac‘cs‘

Q
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to thole As of Parliaments, whereby
fome Church-Reyenues were granted to
Henry VIIL one cannot but be much
taken with the Ingenuity of that Parlis-
ment + That when the Zing wanced g
{upply of Money, and an Augmentation
to his Revenue, how handfomly our of
the Church they made provifion for him,
withour doing themfelyes any injury ar
all: fay they, fecing His Majefty is
g that He is [o Coura-

eing that He is fo T,

for Five and Trventy whole Te

and Protect this His Realm ;

all Duty and Gratitude, and as 4 » nifeft
Token of our unfeigned Thankfulnefs, W
grant wnto the King and His Heirs for
ever, & It follows as clofely as can be,
That becaufe the Xing had been a good
and deferving A7z, and had becs ac
much Trouble and Expence for the Safety
and Honour of the Nation, that there-
fore all his wants fhall be fupplied out of
the Church : And if all the Charges that
he had been at, was a

only of his Zect

(4

{ 139

Tt is mot, Sir, for youand I to g
which way the who'e Clergy in gene
migic be beteer provided for. - Bur
it is, and muft not be denyed
Jong -as many Livings continue as they
now are, thus impoveri and that
there be fo few encouragements for Men

of Sobriery, Wifdom, and Learning, we
have no rcafon to expect much beteer In-
&tors and Governours of Parifhes;chan
prefent we commonly find.
There isa way, 1know, that fome Peo-
plelove marvclioufly to talk of, and that
and equal

hofe gr P
y, and their Coun-

\rides in his own Ground, that has
cerning Venifen, Fifb,
and
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and Fowl; may not he, J fay, Preach as
loud, and to as much purpofe, as one of
thofe high and mighty Spiritualifts > Go
to then, feeing it hath pleafed God to
make fuch a bountiful provifion for his
Church in general, what need we be fol-
licitous about the amending the low con-
dition of fhany of the Clergy, when as
there is fuch a plain remedy at hand, had
we but Grace to apply it2 This invention
pleafes fome mainly well : but for all the
great care they pretend to have of the
diftrefed pare of the Clergy, T am confiv
dent, one might eafily gucfs what would
pleafe them much better: If inftead of
augmenting {mall Benefices, the Bifhops
would be pleafed to return to them thofe
Lands that they purchafed in their abfence
And then as for the relieying of the Cler-
gy, they would try if they could find out
another way.

Bur arc thou in good earneft my excel-
Jent Contriver 2 Doft thou think that if
the greateft of our Church Preferments
were wifely parcelld out amongft thofe
that are in want, it would do much feats
2 And doft thou not like-
tif ten or twenty of the
mens Eftates of England were
cleaverly

[ 141 ] N
cleaverly fliced among the Indigent, would
it not firangely refrefh fome of the poor
Taity, that cry Small-coal or grind Scif:
fars? 1 do fuppofe thac if God fhould af-
terwards incline thy mind (for I phanfic
it will not be as yeta good while) to bea
Benefactor to the Church ; thy wifdom
may poffibly dire® thee to difperfe thy
goodnefs in fimaller parcels, rather than
to flow in upon two o three with full
happinefs. But if it be my inclination to
fertle upon  one Bcclefiaftical perfon. and
his fuucceflors for ever, a thoufand pounds
a year ; upon condition only to read the
Serwice of the Church oncein a week, and
thou takeft it ill; and findeft faule with
my prudence, and the Method of my Mu-
nificences and fayft, that the ftipend is
much too large for fucha {inall task: Yet,
T am confident, that fhould I make thy

Laitybip Heir of fuch an Eftate, and
oblige thee only to the trouble and ex-
pence of the fpending a fingle Chicken,
or half a dozen of Larks, once ayear, in
Commemoration of me, that thou wouldft
count me the wife(t Man that ever was
fince the Creation: And pray to God,
never to difpofe my mind to part withone

Farthing of it for any other ufe than for
the
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the Service of thy felf and ¢hy Farmily
And yet, fo it is, that becaufe the B
fhops; upon their firl being reftored, had
the confidence to levy Fines according as

they were jully duc, and defired to I
in their own Houfes (if not pulld down)
and to receive their own Rents ¢ Pros
fently they ery out, the Churchmen have
gor all the Treafure, and Mony of the
Nation into their hands. If they. have
any, let themthank God for it, and make
good ufe of it, Weep not Beloved, for
there is very ltcle hopes, tha they will
caft it all into the Sea, on purpofé ro ftop
the Mouths of them, thac fay they have

too much,

What other contrivarices there may be
fectling upon Miniflers iy generala
cient Revenuefor their fubfiftence and
uragement in their Office; 1 fhall
ave to b confidercd of by the Govere
7ours of Learning and Religion. Only
thus much is cercain, that {o long as the
Maineenarice of many Miniffers is fo ver
finall, it is not to be avoided, but thar a
great part of them will want Learning
Prudence, Courage, and efteemro doany
good where they live.  And what if we
have (as by all muft be acknowledged ¥
as

to live

L1431}

as wife and learned Bidk as be in the

World ; and many others of very great
underftanding, and wifdom, yet as was
before hinted, unlefs there be provided
for moft Towns and Parifhes, fome to-
lerable and fufficient Guides ; the ftrengeh
of Religion, and the Credit of the Clergy
will daily languifh more and more.. Not
that it is to be believed, that every fimall
Country Parifh fhould be altogether hope-
lefs as to the mext Life, unlefs they bave
a Hooker, a Chillingworth, a Hummiond, ot
a Sanderfon, dwelling among(t them ; buc
requifite it is, and might be brought a-
bout, that fomebody there fhould be, to
whom the People have reafon to attend,
and to be directed, and guided by him.
I have, Sir, no more to fay, were it
not that you find theword Religion inthe
Title; of which in particular I have
fpoken very little : Neither need T, con-
fidering how nearly it depends, as to its
glory and ftrength, upon the Reputation
and Mouth of the Priegf. And I fhall
add no more but this, viz. that among
thofe many things that tend to the decay
f i of a due Reverence of

i nothing has more oc-
cafion’d it, than the ridiculous and idle
Difcourfes
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Difcourfes that are uttered out of Pul-
pits.  Forwhen theG. of the World
do obferve how thic Miniffers themfelves
do jingle, quibble, and play the Fools
with their 7exts, no wonder if they, who
are {o inclinable to Atheifm, do not only
deride and defpife the Prigfs, but droll
upon the Bible, and make a mock of all
that is fober and facred. I am,

-y

Sir,

Auguf .
1670, Tour moft humble Servant,
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