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PREFAGE

TO THE

READER.

Ince 1 was laft with you in this
kind , 1 bave alimof} been of as
many Profefsions-and Employments, as
there be City-Companics ; and have
bad as many feveral Names , as the
Grand Seignior bhus Titles of Honour 3
for fetting afide the Valgar and Famis
liar ones of Rogue, Raskal, Dog and
Thief (Which may be taken by way of
endearment, as well as oud of prejudice
A3 or
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The Preface

or 01‘}’5::(5) as alfo thofe of more certain
e J : |
[fignification ; as Malicious Rogue,

1l Nacur'd Raskal, Lay-dog, and
Spightful Thicf : I fay, fetting afide
all thefe, they have travell'd me almoft

ment, I got to the Streights, [hot the
Gulph, cut the Line , and Was pre-
Sently Barbarian, Indian, Turk and
Jew. And , wotwithftanding this,
the Bufinefs went on at Home all
the while befides 5 for there Iwas Re-
bel, Trayror, Scot, Sadducee and
Socinian : And then , you know, I
bad but 4 little way to Antichrift him-
elf.

1 thought it therefore the beft and moft
bone(t way, not to conceal thefe things,
that being fully fatisfied of that perni-
cious Poyfon that was in the Former,
you may carefully avoid the danger of
being infutted by this Second : But of

ok

rough the Map.  For in 4 M- |

to the Reade

you are’ fo bold as tov
up, look clofely to it ¢
deadly deep, and "t
Legs before you be aware of it ;
this is full out as Jefuitically contriv’d,
as the other was faid , and thought to
be.  But, of all things, have a care
of pusting it into your Pocket, for
fear it takes Fire , or runs away with
your Breeches.  And if youcan fhun
it, vead it not Wwhen you are alone 5 or,
at leaft, mot late in Ecvening 5 for
the Venom is firongeft about Midnight ,
and feizes moSt violently upon  the
Head, when the Party is by Himfelf.
And if you bappen on any doubtful
Expve/simx , be fure you take it for the
prefent in the wor[t Sence 5 for you mdy
abate again, after the Feat of the Wea-
ther be over. And if at - any time you
find the Viper begin to creep upon you 5
rwn inflantly out of your Chamber, and
A 4 et
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The Pretace

et into any Company, and fall to rail-
g immediately as bard as ever you
can (nay, fay fomewhat to Jour felf
as you go along in the Streets) for Fu-
7y and Pafsion whets the Blood , and
heeps the Enemy at a diftance , and
is found to be as good against any
Bookifh Infection, as a Glafs of Sack

is againf} the Plague. I fhall not tell |

Jou one Line of what is init 5 and there-
Jore confider Well what you do, and look
to your felf. — But if you be refolv’d to
meddle,” be [ure have a care of catching
Cold ; and keep to 4 Moderate Diet, for
there is Danger, and Jeopardy in it e-

And T muft defire , that when Jon
come at_a Neigbouring Minifter of
the Anfwerers | looking over his
Five Hundred Sermons, that you
do not believe me: For 1 find , that
be did not look them gl over with bis

ont-

to the Reader,
outward Eye, but only called them over
in bis Mind.

And T defire alfo, that the An-
fwerer would believe himfelf , and
nat me 2 For Iwould not by any means,
have him write a Book only about
that Miftake.  And, indeed, Sobereas
be fays in bis Firft Page, that One
Defign of his Writing, was to
make an Acknowledgment , that
a great part of what [ writ
true; I wifh, that either be would
bhave let my Truth have [hifeed_ for
it [felf, without the help of his Ac-
knowledgment (for s 1 prof F
prevented me killing I know not bow
many Otters) or elfe, that he would
have divided bis Eetter into T
and bave placd the A
Jelf, and the
it [elf © Which if
bick'd them ducly and

oD
might
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The Preface

vight bave written all that which be
calls Anfwer, upon very little more than
bis Thumb-Nayl.

And Tmuft particalarly beg of the
Scripture-Nonconformifts, that they
be not too fevere upon a fmall Lay-
Miftake: For my Bible not bing juft
snder my Elbow , 1 find, I have in
one Place made owr Saviour [ay that,
which indeed John Baptift fpoke be-
fowe-band for bim.

4nd | becanfe 1 amin the Begging
Fumour , I mut crave further, that
if any of you kear of a Second
Anfwer coming out agamft my For-
mer Letter, concerning my Putting
the Tarts before the Chickens (for
I am given to underfland , that fuch
an Objection is wged ) that by all
means you prefently flop the Prefs;
for moft certainly Chickens ought to
bave the Precedence of Taxts, both

by

to the Reader.
by an indifpenfable vight of Nature
and by the jufbeft and oldeft Traditions
of Cookery: And I ball always be ready
to acknowledge, rather than defend fuch
Miftakes.
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SOME

OBSERVATIONS

UPON THE

ANSWER

To the ENQUIRY into
The Grounds and Occafions
OF THE
Contempt of the CLERG Y.

SIR,

HAT Service You or 1
fhould do to Church or
State, by crackingof Nuts,

I do not underftand ; ex-
cepting the cafe of Chefuuts, upon which,
asit has been reported, the Kingdom of

Naples
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[21]

Naples has fome myfterious Dependence ;
but however , to this Employment our
Old Friend and Acquaintance W. §. ad-
vifes us, rather than to difturb the World
with Idle Withes, and dangerous Endea-
vours of doing any Good. For, although
what I fent you in my laft, may poffibly
be moft of it true, and might in the O-
pinion of fome Hafty Men be counted
ufeful ; yet there be others of a more
wary and deliberate Judgment, that fay
it muft not be true, neither fhall it be
true, becaufe there isan ancient and re-
ceived Axiom amongft Statefimen; Zhat
all things that are true, are not fit to be faid
at all times ; the Anfwerer to my firft
Letter moft politically obferves.

Now, Sir, this fame Friexd of ours,
does not tell me plainly, whether he
expe@ts to hear from me again; and if
he does, for my part, I know no more
what to write, than he knows me. For
his Love and Tendernefs towards me is
fo very grear, that it will fuffer him to
anfwer but to very little of my Letter (as
you know, Sir; Eriends, if they be dear
indeed and indeed, are very loth to crofs,
and contradict onc another,) and there-
fore he troubles not himfelf much nl;our

that;

feaad

that; but only he affigns me over to, God
knows, how many further Anfiwerers ;
as, firft of all, Tam to be quarrell'd wich
by all the School-mafters of the Nation,
for undervaluing the greatOrdinance-days
of Humiliation and Repetition. Next of
all Tam to verfified upon particularly by
the Weftminfter Scholars; who are to per-
fecute me feverely wich Poetical Squibs
and Crackers. 1 thefe do not effeét the
Bufinefs, then Cowley is to be raifed from
the Grave, on purpofé to make a Pinda-
rigue upon me.  After all chis, the Con-
wocation is to meet, and have a Seffion on
pus ck out oge of a Nimble
e dyWit, to recover the Re-

putation of the meaner Clergy. But, if thefe
all fail, and fhould not humbie me, then
by way of Pigeons and a Pofffeript, he
advifes the Gentry of the Nation to raife
all the 7rain'd Bands, and Country-Troops,
to be in Arms againft me ; and having
well whetted zheir Swords, to make fharp
Zhrufts ac me, and to wound my Reputa-
tion, in order to the Redemption of their
Cozen Hellen , who was carried Captive
to 3 {mall Vicarage. Tn fhort, Sir, it is
very plainly the Opinion of the Anfiwerer,
that if fome body docs not take me in
band,




[41

band, and (as he fays, Pag.22.) do not
Seek to leffen the value of my ter, and
that very fpeedily , the Church will cer-
aainly be all funk by Mickaelmas nexe,
and the Srare will tumble after it in the
following Spring. Blefs me! think T,
what's the bufine(s2 a Man cannot wifh
a few Honeft and Innocent Wifhes, but
that prefently he muft be rhym'd on, con-
»//zlrv/Paui fought ; but that he muft be
bound over to Weftminfter Squibbers, bard
Thrufters, and Reputation Wounders. And
for what 2 Only for endcavouring to
procure the meaner fore of the Clergy,
a little more Money , and a few more
Books.

But,

erhaps, Sir, there may be fome-
thing clfe ; we had beft therefore look a
litcle into the Anfiwerer, to {cc where the
Offences lic, and where we are likely to
be quarrelld; for this Gentleman letting
off the Gun very eafily, fights buc \uy
little himfelf, but on.vl ats out the Ground
for the Battel ; and chps his Hands, and
cries, Foldoo , to the Armics chat are

dmwmg up.

But before that be done, I cannot but
take notice , that although our Friend,
for old Acquaintance fake (\vhlch poffibly
might

I.i54)
might be begun at P
elfe I fhould be acquain
canniot devifc) in many p!
prodigal of his fiweer Exy
wards me ; yet, Ip:

done with a very w

For his Love and g

feldom hold

long. - In one place of his Pref
[]unk< him , \\]\n he anfwers,

¢ drawn ; bucall was over § )
again ; for, in the next fide, he falls into
fuch a commendation of me, joyning
the Credit and the Service

gy together,-as if he wo u]d have xui

with nothing but Suga
Fellies ; but yet, for all uut, cre
clofes up his Preface, he fers my un
ling Teeth to the difficult Task of crack-
ing Nuts.  Nay, fometimes hi
rifes, and falls, within Six Lines ((\mnm
for in the: beginning of the of

his Anwer, he feems fomewhat timorous
=
and
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6]

eilionately

vainly,, if uot hypo-

ito the Grownds and

empt of the Clergy.

But this trembling and jealous Fit was
quickly ; for the very next Line,

; faying, that he
Crotwithyfanding 1)

make fome fe

bt) that I am in good ear-

When T had read thefe” Words,

tlefs, think 1, now ‘twill be a Match;

Aukl Lmay venture now furely to {peak

or the great Cake.  But Alns, this Paf-

fion calld Love, is fuch a Pﬁlﬁo-) for

lenefs ! for before I had made an

) e, all was Dough again.,

! s into another Qualm, and

doubts whether i many things 1 have faid

And thus, Sir, he carries me from P:

to Page ; fometimes he makes me rich 1n

imagination, and as illuftrious as a Peer

of the Rulln) ; but, by and by, ]ulm.v
away all my Treafire; and Credit (p.8

gIves me an jnevitable choice of Imzrr

Anave. Some flattering, and half Friend

ould have only faid, as he does, thae

all

at
Clergy ouly.
well, that Um} mig
quite fpoil'd fich
as mine ; and th
fpend good words mo
to put in a dath of [ iation W
Diferetion. To ,’mp cot

s, and the Lean

oftit is, I'muft perfectly

felf to his \hn;xxun, for whether I
do or no, I perceive , he will difpofe of
me accordiig to his good Pleafure: Some-
times T am permitted to be in the right 5
fometimes I muft be in the wrong; ¢'on
agcording to the humour that he is in;
for once in fo many Pages, to kecp me
meck, it is convenient that faults fhould
be found ; and then he applics both
Eyes to the Book, and WL) for them

with all carneftne(s and diligence : And

indeed
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That there

: A Fis, that has
indeed, Sir, if T may fo fay without feem- | 7 /

ceited of my own undertaking;
1 h\\r as well have excepred
»<7[\: and to make fhort
<d it one entire and
| Lic from beginning to ending,
h Reafon, as to except againft
of thofe Places, wl he has
1 out to confute: Which will more
appear by K]u choice of the Ob |
jections , that he hs le againft my
Letter: For having moft carc ,\, perusd
his Anfiver, I profefs, Sir, to you, that
in my Opinion, the moft ftardy ones
which arc to be found in his whole Book,
fuch as follow ; wiz
t there is fomewhat in Homer,
wnt of Achilles’s Zoe:
ithe Graecians Boots. That take /n\: L A
the one fixteen, the other Fo
Aye; feof Sixteen fball be ,.//m
, Cereris pﬂnl\\h, i
f, If at Fourteen
cen Lad hapned to be as
That every Gentlem
ps a Chaplain, has not a Cozen
bigail 0 wait upon his Lady. That it
lawful to take a Preface from Adam,
aufe the New Teftament refers to the O
7h

w/w/, as fi ita ]o\q\u liceat, or detur verbo
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flakes me ; or c&d e tries to do it, but
fays the fame that Im (only he does
now of it) v
tsme: All w 1ppear afier-
wWards in their due Plaes for I would
willingly careful to obferve his

been induftrious to

s wherein I am o fhame-
y out, is, that 7 hgve not
d wp the Grounds and Oc-
For
nce and
Poverty, 1 have, fays he, (p. 5, &c.) maft
Jefly Loft out-the Papifts, Fefuits, Qua-
formiffs ; and (h) his leave)
he has forgor one , as well as 1 forgot
, the Draining of the

relation between

and the Conrempt of the Clers
ut no Man can think of all things

that | hay

Well ; and do you think, Sir, that
| Friend is in gobd carneft, or
Docs he in his Confcience

5 do flight and un-

thinks he con- |

[ 1r
think that they are really atthe v
tom of their Hearts, Adyerfarics anc
o the Church of Ewzland > We
I y what would he
do in this cafe * Muft I fer fail pre
for Rome, or difpacch a Letter forthwich
to the Pope, defiring him out of all Im c
to tic n‘».u.lhnl’,.“. and Fefuits,and not
fuffer any one of them to crofs ourSeas:
And furtherr more , to ler his FHolinefs
©ow, that in good truth hedoes notdo
at all likea Genr, i to let his Agents,
and Emiffaries ramble up and down with
ords, and long Perekes, and other fa
ﬂnumb~ Dif
our Ci

in unknown t
leaft Icarned of our Clergy, puzli
them with Sephifms,
Triumphs over themz Do you not ti
Sit, that he would liften to this, as b
to the Quaker that went
him? Surely the Anfwerer cannot be fo
ignotant of the Remifb Church, and Con-
Jeitutions, as not to fec, that {o long as
the an belicves himfelf S and
Infallible ( h is all one ) endea-
vours to carry on the Humour of being
ht; and belicved fotobe; fo long

B 4 as

to Co




7% ]
rw ;hg Proteftants ftand in their Opinion
Schifmatics they lmmw, or
afl (ay they do, that there is no Sal-
ation out of their own Chu.
as they think themfelves obl
y uwvr to ufc all
oftore-all aga

ns are moft likely to
bout their Defigns

they will beg our
kes, before they
reffeng=Room 2 or that

Advice what Street
; what Company they
ey fhall difpute

or altogether
our Contempt, (it being

manner in [h» Body of their Re
fo to Jh) as allo, that there befe-
and wholfom Statutes nE this

J (and

as much as may
be,

13 |

be; their Plots againft us ; if the 4x-
fiverer would but have confidered of mm
things, and had he but had that fame
gratifying Mafter of his, who ufed as he
fays, {o to open his UnderStanding in the
cafe of Juvenal and Florus ; perhaps, he
might begin o guefs why I did not par-
ticularly infift upon the Papifts, as great
Occafions of the Contempt of sour Cler~
gy but left them, and many fuch things,
to be treared of by him: In doing of
which (although I -dm not apt to boaft of
good Works) T did very friendly, for
had I not Ieft Two or Three fuch things
untouch'd, he would have been hard puc
to it (as far as I pe found

s Anfiwer.
t for all that, if T were highly
cafed with my own Mod ;and were re-
{olved to hale, and fetch in ull(o my two
chofen words of e and Poverty,
and flifly to defend the fame ; T could
then, Sir for a need, ‘tell him, that many
have been tempted to turn Catholicks (as
they call them) for want of Preferment ;
and many have been abufed and flighted
by them, and brought themfelyes and o-
thers of their Profeliion, into Contempt,

for want of Knowledge.

Now,




[ 141
Nov, though T never ex
all the Clergy of Englind Al
fubtile in Logick, fo cunn
a Comy /('Y//' e,
in: Subj. F

werer,is, by \\]ml {o earncftly

nds in-{everal places) but that

and there - one in a Country might
fTibly be worfted by a keen and pinch-
ing Fefuite, yet certainly, if the Clergy
in general were better furnifhed with all
forts and advantages of Lcarning, it
would be more difficult for thofe diligent
Enemies of ours, to meet with o frequent
opportunities of Victory and Conqueft :
And thereby, you know, Sir, the Grountls
and Occafions of the Contempe of the
gy would be much leflened, though
not altogether removed :  For HmpL
that no bedy counts {o extragagant-
3 1, and doring, as to think that I
fhall believe , that it might poffibly be
fo contriv’d, thar there fhould nor be
any living Creature in Orders in the
whole Land, but fhould be {o Rich and
Learned, as that he fhould never rempt
any Man to difefteem him ; or that he
. fhould

15 ]

fhould behave himfclf {o worthily, and
\Jvﬂr\u]), m’l[ it were impofiible for the
vilelt Raskal , Parlez, or Infidel in ti

World, not to rcﬁwd him, and attend
to his Doétrine ; (which isa thing that
the dnfiverer has a great mind that [
thould fay, becaufe he can contradict it)
fecing that I had {everal times in my LZes-
ter, as alfo in the Preface, that T would
propound nothing, as near as I could, but
what was lupefid and praticable, - Which
thing, if he had bu.u at leifure to have
minded, he need not then have held up
his Hands {o high, and repeat it ‘Ten or
Twelve times with fuch wonderment,
that T fhould refer all to Fo
o

I am very loth, Sir, to go about to
verer's prizing himfelf, for
{o many other feveral occa-
fions of the Contempt of the Clergy,
befides thofe which I mentioned : Bu I
perceive he feems mightily concern’d (as
you know, Sir, one Friend cannot but
be for r) that I I]\ouhl In fol
mentably
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[16]

fva/ﬁm For,
s of '/r Cor pt
o our part)

mm 18 T

e @ ferred to Ignorance
ke, p. “The Occa
of ihe Clergy ar
ance and /‘

fays

b ”rx’u/ leffen th
3 that T perceive, if 1 had faid thac
2y and Tgnorance had beea fom

Caufcs, or the main, or chief occafion,
ot the like, it had paffed well cnough ;

(T might pofibly have had the Genele-
b mans Daughter ;) l‘u[ to
the 1
i to put_in that flabbing \vu.d Whate

d' unfriendly Bo’

ey y, Sir, you know pretty well my
tem) nd, T believe, would vouch for
me, that 1 had no malice in my heart,
| when I faid W But I much
{ wonder that who did fo

at that fame
had been left
out,

[17]
fhould overlook thefe other that are
fame Sentence ; viz. than might be
ably boped ; or if hedid not, “Wwhat
did he think they meant 2 he may believe
me, that thof¢ Words were not put in by
chance, and (being flow to confefs) now
made ufe of to deliver me from a dread-
ful Miftake : But Iintended thereby to
fignific two things; firft, Thar I would fal
cnqm;c into {uch s, and grounds | 6
as mighe be_reafonable, and proper for
me 1o qunm into not into fuch
chings, a8 wer rc of by [
the Laws of the and
C
fore hinted

liamen ¢, a
gaintt the Poverty of the Clergy, ( which
a worth very learned

7r

not be very
againft the
mies of the
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18 ]
temedicd by a #ote of the Houfe, except
it were extraordinarily full.

Another thing that [ intended by thofe
Words, was, that T would meddle with
nothing bue what was almoft Impoffible
tobe wholly avoided ; and therefore at
that time, Tdid not think it convenient
(though perhaps afterwards I may) to
tell the People, that there are a great
many very wicked ones in the World, and
always will be. Such I mean, who de-
fying Heaven, and even God liimfclf
isno wonder that they arc not fp
to a Clergy-man ; although he has avery
large Parfonage, and although he has all
thofe fame Books; that the Anfiverer fa
(7. 46.) he has beard o
be one of his Neight
with his ratling” Coach : For We have
thofe that can curfe and firear, as loud as
that can rattle and rumble, let the Road
be never fo uneven, and the Coach-man
drive never (o hard ; and fo they will, fo
long a8 they give themfelves up to the
L. But 1 thought it not fit to write
a Letter to #im , to chain up his bufie
Spirits_of Darknefs , from intermedling
th Affairs on Earth; nor to infert bim
for one Ground or Occafion of the Con-

tempt

[19]
rgy. But this, T think
y be faid, that whatever
number we have of thofe that are Defpi-
ot only of the Clergy, but of all
hat is good ; and that were T to write
my firft Lester again sl cannot ( by the
blefling of God) " think of any more pro-
per way, cither to recover them from per-
petual ruin’y or to abate their infecting
of others, than with all carneftnefs to
wifh that there might be daily additions
of fuchs to our Worthy Clergy , whofe
Counfel, Valuca le might win
them by degrees into f¢ G
gion, and better Opinion of thofe that
are more peculiarly the Maintainers of the
fame.
I'know there be {ome, who having a
at Mind to diflike fomething or o-
ther , think they have made a conf
rable Objection againft what T writ be-
fore, by faying , That T was very filent
15 0 the carria nd corverfation of the
Clergy 5 which may be
eat omillion
-y felf, chat if there were any want
ce and Exhortarion to the C
more proper to be
as had Authority over them, and
power

Senfe of Reli-
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20 ]

power to mind them of Ecclefiaftical C
Jures : But, for my part, I know very
little Service that I could do in that kind,
unlefs I fhould have rid up and down
the Country, and rurned Parrettor, or
ln(m mer 5 and {o bring in a Ro/ of fuch
re idle and negligent in their Pro-
Lmon : An Employment, I muft con-
fefs, that 1 do not much approve of,
buc fhall leave it to the Ready and
Liftning Nouconformifts 5 whofe il Will
to the prefent Eftablifhment of - the
Church, would make them very glad of
the Office : and, T am confident, they
would bring in a very fine Bill fince
St. Bartholomew the Famons , if they
were bue catrufted with the contriving
of it.

And perhaps , this ma ay in par facife
fie what the dnfwerer thought he faid
inft me (p. 1
, together with Lec
is morc confiderable than either

' them, or both togeth Yes, truly
that it is, by above Ten in the Hun-
dred : But yet for all that, he need not
to think, thar fuppofing the great Zithes
’muhi be beftowed \lpun a’ car , that

cdhould prefently fall to Ir»akmg all

the

Commandments, and faying the Creed
l<cr ward ; for that is, or at leaft muft
be his 1 unmg, if he intended to gain-
fay what I had written ; that is, that
Learning , and a good convenient
flate, arc of none, or very fimall
count and ufc in a Clergy-Man; if there
be but fuegrity of Life, and good Cone
verfation : Which , 1fay, I think is not
extraordinary truc : For take this fame
Integrity, that has buct Zittle Money, and
very few Books, and give this I
a good Lifrary, and the knowle
thereof , and an Hundred Pounds :
Year ; and if this Znregrity be not more
comnhu[m, and do more good in the
World , than Poor, ‘Naked and Un-
L:\mcd Integrity, 1 never faw the like
of it ; clpecially in a Clergy-7an, who
\ou km)\\ Sir , fince Miracles are cca-
fed, arc fuppofed o come to a better
knowledge of ithe Mind  of God, and
better able to difeover the fame to
m P:.oplu that arc committed to their
by dedicating themfelves , and
ler Time, to that Defign and Ser-
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It is jult to as much purpofe, and as
much againft me, when the Anfiverer
fays on in the fame Page, That
very Rich, and very Learned Clergy-
Men, have been defpifed 5 witnefs the

in the lare Time: Yes, truly,
nceds granc an old Friend of

and p
ting many of them in Prifon, are no-
table Sigas of their being defpifed
he may remember alfo, what the
Jepifing, Rafeals did to our Severaign,

2,
the King; and what would he infer
from thence: If any thing ar all, i
muft be, that Rickes and Knowledge are
altogether as ufelefs, and as. fubjedt to
Contempt, as Poverty and Tgnorance :
If he pleale, he may {o infer ; but when
he has done, he will fcarce be able to
hire Two in_a Country to believe him,
unlefs they be very fpecial and inward
Friends.

Bur of all Straragems that he makes
ulc of, to fhew how vain and fuccefs-
lefs all my Endeavours were likely to

; that cerrainly argues the moft of
and thick chinking, which he lucks
upon (p. 12.) Nay, fays he, I will ver

ture

|
|

[231
r a litdle to make it appear
cre were ever Penture

Learning, as others

Now, although

s that he w not
uch boaft of cing the World , how
much [ was mistaken in what I undertook ;
I am confident of it, that this Con-
trivance of his, did inwardly as much re-
joyce the Cockles of his Heart , as he
phanfies, chac what I writ did fometimes
But wherein, T

flighted 2 O, fays he,

5 a Learned-Scholar-

er keep the People as

write_after bim ;

n, lefs Learned

them [tare and Start

with his tle, heartily calling at the
Church-Door , once in Five or Six Mi-
nutes, as well as the moft Ecclefiaftical
powerfully exercifing upon Edifying
oot

w
But does he think, Sir, that Zgnorance
Will out-Preach Learning : He is to re-
Ca2 member
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member, that into want of
put allo Judifcretion, and want of the
ufe of Learning ; and alfo confideration
of the |

sarning, 1

- s 3 and
y other chings befides
and Latin, hard Words, and fome
«s Points, which to preach to
Yommon People , you had as good give
them a LecFare about Sguaring the Circle:
And thercfore he did not hear me fay,
thac the greateft Meer-Scholar, is always
either the moft admired Preacher , ot
really does the moft good, becaufe m:my
other Circumftances are required, up-
on which , the Fame and Succe(s of a
reacher does fometimes depend = Bur
. thus far I durflt venture to fay (fee-
that we ate got upon the Fenturing
Pin) that he that underftands the Zoly
C::,pn res beft, and thercin the Mind of
o explained ; (under which, I compre-
l ead a El Learning requi (ite for the fame)
he .n(o that has the Command of true
torick 5 difcerning  what
noft proper and intelligible ;
i how they are fo to be ordered,
they fhall not make cither any Im.h
d nt noife, nor be difficultly
t; and that has befidesan au-
dible

of the capacit

accomplifi’d , be not morc refpect
and likely to do more good in
than he that wanes all, or h
fome few of thefe, then it is'a mofl
rafh and idle thing, to wifh the ve
meaneft we have of the Clergy; to |

ye
had the 0] portunities of any better im-

. the fandified - pofture
d cos ,,/‘ 4

, or think
y a mute Divine; one tha
thould only frown, and forebead his Pari-
thioners into a Godly Life, inftead of
prudently reproving them; and fa
nothing to the purpofe, fhould only chear
up the peoy with drawing up his
Chaps into a pleafant Smile, when the
e n[ Comfort is ready to come. Of
which Religious Face- -makers, we had a
great plenty in the late zealous times ;
Am(% Imean, that ufe to turn upthe
Glafs, ‘and fpend a quarter of it, in rock-
ing of themfelves intoa flill fic of Prayer,
and then breaking out “into a fudden
b3 fright




[26]
fright of Devotion, as if they were rifen
from the dead, £
God ) paft thofe da
ers uf€ to flrip

bling; and fo hav
and put back their Ha
fometi
Kwards, as if the) a
lling in their Eye-lids ; fometimes
for ftretching upon the Cufhion,

:\3 if they would turn over their heads,
and fhew you the double Summerfe
but then, if there came to be any extraor-
dinary Shew, and the Occafion did re-
quire any tranfcendent Feats of Activity,
gility of Body, fuch as 1;1//-
or a Solemn Day of
h a time called only for
wers, and the Brecches were to
be Jeft ar home, b they were great
dampers of (I‘menrof the Spirit, and
avalt hindrance to the efficacious carrying
o tke Work of the Day , and the imme-
diately g 7 Then it was that
G'Jhnds chicfly confifted in the ma-
nagement' of the Eye ; and he that had
the leaft Pupil, was the moft rightcous ;
becaufe moft eafily concealed by the
rowling

55
rowling white. Thenit was, that they
would fearce let a round facd man go to
Heaven ; butf he had buta little Blood
inhis Cheeks, his condicion was count
very dangerous; and it was alnolt an
infallibleSign of abfolute reprobation
And T will affure you, Sir, a very t
man of a Sangume Complexion, if he
chanc’d to come nighan officious Z
Houfe, might be fet in the Sto
for 1oukmg/rc/h in a frofty mmnn.h
and yer, forall that, thefe pale and world-
renouncing Saints, fhould flily lick up all
the Sweet-meats of a {mall Parifp, and
religioufly fuck down a Pint or two
of Malaga, and then defpife the Creature,
unlefs taken with moderation.
What the Anfiverer meant, in faying
that an unlearned Preacher had many
ways to keep people awake, and tomake
them as bufic with their Pens, the
Clerks are intheir Chancery Office ; where-
as aman of Reafon, and true Eloguence
fhould not fo much as draw forth one
Sigh, Tear, ordrop of Ink, Tdo not un-
derftand 5 for, for my part, Ifee nothing
to rlmcontrary but that a Perfon of g L‘mnl
Education and Difcretion ¢ if he did )
not think it ufelefs and phanraftical ) may
P Follow

obbes | 40696061

{obbes I, 40696061



[ 28]
hodlow, as loud, as the moft
all; for, Sir, if you re
was taken, that fuch as were defigned
for the Miniftry, fhould have, not only
all their owward Limbs, but alfo good,
ferong, and. | s 5 which, you
know, Si, if the Mouth does but open,
and things be bur a little ordered, will

ke wife If indeed People
d ot blowr to heaven,

ate of
care

h

ing Entrai

were to be 4

then certainly their /Herdfiman with his

Horn, might fave more People of the
Parith, than the Minifter, though he
{plits his Throat ; and I deny nor, bur
thata man may be fcar'd by awhole Can-
wony ot a Crack of Thunder, but fe:
intoa good Life that will holdand con-
h to the late famous
approved of Sign of
ve beenin a great Storm,
g to have been a little
frighted or affected cherewith; yer I cannot
forbear to fay, that that perfon, who has
been kepe by a meer bideos nife,
and fuch a renuous Voice that will not
fo much as let the poor Jackdaws reft
quietly upon the Sreeple: when he gets
but onceout of that jar ring Din, he may
flecp, and as well ey to

medi-

[
meditate upon a Sound of Trumpers, as
any thing that he remembers towards the
amendment of his life.

I did partly, Sir, promife to obferve
erer's Method ; but I am afraid
1 fhall not be aléogether fo good as my
word ; and if I fail, I fuppofe it is no
great matter ; for I .do not perceive that
the clofenefs of his Siege is fuch, as
fhould ftrictly require any fuch thing ;
thercfore before I proceed any further,
as he tells me p. at he has o reafon
10 thank me, that I fbould take notice
other Occafions of the C of the Cler-
2y, but 7 rty; {o, T am
{ure I have very little reafon to thank him,
for trying to make people believe, that
I fhould fay, tha whatever Difgrace or
Contempt did lie upon any - of the Clergy,
it was altogether their own Faults'; to
which purpofe, Tam confident, he fpeaks
nigh twenty times in his Bok. By two
or three places, Sir, you may guefs ar
his meaning in the reft, p- 6. he fays, 7
do abmoft infs
Clergy 5 and 1

the Anf

rance 4

er excufe
the Laity for defp e Clergy ; and p.

18. he wonders at me for thinking that
the Clergy is wholy 1y to their owm
Sbamg ;
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fhame 5 whereasat is oft times their Misfor-
tune, as he fays, p. 23. and the matter
had not been' m if he would have
been content, to have been miftaken all
alone by himfelf, but he muft draw in the
Countrey Gentlemen, and {candalize them ;
and fet them to make a groundlefs and
fenfelels Speech, from what he pretends
they fhould find in my Book ; faying,
Look you here, Parfon, bave you feen” this
Book 2 here 15 one that bas made it as plain
as the Sun, that you are a company of dull
Block-heads, and that the reafon that you
are wo more refpedled, is all your own falt s
and fo youmay €en fink in yoier own forrows,
there is no body likely to pity you.

Surely, Sir, the Anfiverer has got my
Book purpofely Printed for his own' mi-
flaking ; For, T can find no fuch thing at
allin mine, namely, that a/the diferedit,
or calamity that falls upon any of the Clergy
is wholly, and altogether occafioned by them-
- Butthe contrary I find almoft every
page : as fuppofc a Lad fhould be impo-
fed upon, and made believe he is fic for
the Tniverfity ; and thereupon fhould be
prefently fencaway with Cato, Corderius,
and Textor's Epithites, for Gunpowder-
eafon; and with Miny deds 32— and

perhaps

{4321

perhaps the beginning of the next verfe,fo
fitted to his tongue, that it is ready to
art out of his mouth at the firft fight of
Theatre, or Kings Colledge Chappel :
and {uppole when he comes there, that
his parts are fuch, that the Mufes comc
upon him but very flowly, or that he
cares not much for their further acquain-
tance ; having been fufficiently bang'd out
of all love to them at Scheed alrcady:
or, fappofe he havinga mind to ftudy,
has neither Zime, Books, nor Money to
purchafe them ; but muft go to the
Stationers, to look what's the Englifb of
aword ; and that his friends being cither
not willing, or not able to maintain him
ove five or fix months, he goes
and feeks his fortunc ; and fo as it is _in
the Fable, be skips into the poud, in bopes
of aflock of Sheep; but fo it falls out,
that he never arrives to the prefcrment of
above twenty pounds a year ; whereupon,
Sir, upon thefc and the like occafions, it
{o happens that fuch an onc poffibly
praves not very {erviceable to the Church,
nor muchefteemed by the people - Now
canany one in the world, befides the
r, be fo mad as to think, that I
1 reckoned up thefe, and many

fuch

S

==
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fuch occafions of the contempt of the
Glergy, and finding thereupon, here and
therc'a perfon in orders not fo _honoured
and ufeful, as mighe be wifhied ; fhould
prefently bid him  (or tempt o!hm by
what I fay, mdonr ) go hang, r/m},v or
; o finky drown, or die
like a dog : he may €en thank
t was perfectly bis own fault : a
lubber, that might have had a
iving of fix or [ev e, Sy
and be muft be modeft, and go ,p/m nto
a private corner with one of fixteens an
and unambitious Coxcomb, that might
have had bis Barns topt full n/( Corn, be-
Jides two great fhacks - in the Tard s and
when be fbould be gathering, in'bis refrefbing
Harveft, for him to be countingup "his few
inmcoming eggs ; or ferambling with the poor
Pigg for Plums under the Damfin tree :
an I/Irm/'nvm' Rafeal, that in his younger
years /,’)av/({(bnn/ 10 lug the bag and. the
Dottle a mile or two to School : and to bring
home only a fmall bit of Greek or Latin
moft magfterially construed'; and would not
citer bimfelf into one of the great -Schools
of the Land, where he: might have
Hed bis belly ful of Fiowledgeiin fullchar-
gers s and aﬂerwar:l having five or ten
pounds

[331
s a year plentifullyallowed bim by bi
uld forfake the Univerfity, and
es thereof, and go [neaking
, and [pend the prime of
pars with a company of fmall Grammar-
a carolefs and improvident wretch,
bould be fooverfeen, as to be defend-
Juch an b fom and. - phlegmatic
Father, who was fo furly, and dull as to
beftow wpon him neither Eftate_nor Parts 5
or that [hould be fo in

wing asthat be

v
d /um pl »]m /ﬁref:rmm!
ifer zi e and low contented mortal !
eep on, and die ! finking in. your own
/w//lu\, and in your own contrived mi-
es 5 for you aré likely to have no_lelp,

/

2 oét from us.

After this rate, Sir, he difcredits the
ry-Gentry, in that Speech, which
he makes for them ; as if he could find
any one creaturc-in the whole Nation
that cverfaw my Book ) befides him clf,
{o cg k, as to miftake me fo
grofly as hereprefents them to do.

Neither;
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Neither, Sir, would it fatisfie the 4
werer to endeavour to make people belicve
that it was my opinion, that whatever
difefteem any of the Clergy did lie under,

y occafion'd by their own

eg-
¢, but he muft needs

go about to draw me in, o undervalue the
whole Clergyof the Land : which he has
as much reafon to hope to do ( from any
thing that I faid) as to try to perfivade
me, that Tpromifed in my firft Letter, to
cut my own Throat 5 and for that purpofé,
he has fo ordered ‘the bufinefs, that in
the Mercurius Librarius, to the end of
the Zitle of his Anfl fe words are
added, viz. Where {a [ober
Findication of the Clergy of
the imputation of Folly and Ignorance. Now,
Sir, although I did not fpend much time
in contriving a fct commendation of our
wife and howourable Clergy 5 yet in feve-
ral Places T faid o much, and acknow-
ledg’d it fo far, that T thought that no
body, that would but ac all attend to
what I writ, and were not very humour-
fome and peevith befides, could poffibly
miftake my Meaning ; my Defign being
not to make a needlefs and folemn Com-
memoration

[351]
memoration of the Learning and Wif:
dom of our Clergy ( which the whole
World has always admired, and have
reafon ftill to do, and our Adverfarics to
dread) but flill to encreafe the number
of our Admirers, and that we may be-
come a greater terrour to the Enemzes of
our Church. Neither, Sir, was Falto=
gether ignorant, how much the ordinary
{ort of our EnglifbClergy do far excel in
Learning , the common Prieffs of the
Clurch: of Rome. But, Sir, as I told
you in'my laft, as there were very good
Reafons (ever fince Zufaliitility, and the
{everal thereunto. belonging , was
laid afide) for which it might be conve-
nicnt. chat our Common Clergy fhould be
richer than theirs = So for the fame Rea-
{ons, it might be requifite (or ac lcaft
very defircable ) that it hould be more
Learned ; bur for all this, Sir, the 4n-

Jwerer taking no great delight in under-

ftanding what 1 meant, on he gocs, pag.
moft hiftorically fhewing, that the Englifp
Clergy, fince the beginning of Queen B-
lizabeth’s Reign, is m improved ; and
the Reafonis, becaufe they can now Preach
much. better, than the High=Sheriff could
then: Whom I muft grant o be a moft

admirable
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admirable Preacher, if his Phanfie, and
Bistets held out good to the end of his
Sermon; to which , were it worth the
while to reply, it might be faid, thac fup-
pofing the Clergy be fomewhat improyed
fince thofe I he {peaksof; and that
the reft of the World ftood ftaring ftill
at the fame low degree of Underftand-
ing, then a Clergy-Man, although but a
little amended in his Judgment, and ex-
celling. thofe of former times, would be
much valued and -refpected. Bur fup-
pofe the Laity have an odd kind of Phan-
fie to- inquire, to improve, and in their
way and proportion, to grow in Know-
ledgeallo ; then a little improvement in
the Clergy will not poffibly be fo higes
ly wonered at, as the dnfiverer expects
it fhould be, unle(s he could procure an
Order to have all that are now living in
the World ,-to be prefently knock'd on
the Head, and to ferch from the Grave
the. Zfigh-Sheriff, and his ignorant Hal-
Zerteers, to admire the growth and in-
creafe of Learning, that is now to be
found in the prefent Clerzy.  But for my
part, Imuft confefs, T-know no reafon to
at: y of the Land does

v confiderably improve; but withdl, T
do

[ 27
£37. )

do not perceive where the Murder, Wi
craft,or the Jefuitifme of the bufinefs
eicher in wifhing that they may ftill pro-
ceed; or in gueffing why they go onno
fafter.

I believe, Sir, you are fufficiently
tired with reading the finall devices, that
the Anfiverer makes ufe of to defeat the
defign of my Book, and the hard fhifts
that he is fometimes put to, to contrive
but a confeionable Miffake 5 but when his
parts grow low, and his Invention flags,
then he is for feeking out for one of my
own fuppofed Objections ( and prefently
fhurting the Book, left he fhould read any
of the Anfwer) he fpends his time in pa-
raphrafing upon that. How often, Sic,
he falls into this humour, it would coft
the Reader near {ix pence to know. 1
fhall giveyou thercfore at prefent, Sir,
but one inftance of it: About the begin-
niog of p. 32. he wonders at me very
much for {eeming to fay, thatshe worst of
all Scholars are pickd out for Divinity
For, fays he, I it not a firange thing, that
they who have diverted to other Studies
fhould for -a great part, prove excellent in
their kind, able Lawyers, expert Phyficians,
&c. yet they only
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[Fould for the ot part prove otherwife 2
Yes teuly, it is a very flrange thing;
and Ibelieve thelike was (Zarce ever heard
of ; efpecially by an Axfiverer, who will
neither read, nor guefs rollerably : For,
if he had but raken that fame profpedive
Glafs, which ke advifed me to look upon the
Laity ithal, p. s.and had he but turned
cither end of it upon wha T faid, i 3y
17,21, & 81. perhaps his wondring in
time would have fomewhat abated ; for
there he might have found, that very few
decermine themfelves to the Profeffion of
Law, or Phyfick, without the confidera
tion of fome Effate, upon which they
forefee they may be probably maintained,
until they gain skill cenough, andreafon-
able Confidence, to profefs, what they
defign; and, fure T ‘am, char chere i
carce now to be founda Lawyer in the
Nation, that ever got, or is likely to get
 Sauce for a Pullet, but (befides his Tii-
/ity Preparations) has {penc the beft
pacc of his time, for fix or feven years
fogether to fir himfelf for his intended
Employment ; and as for thofe many
others thar 8o only to.the Zuns of Court,
to learn and admire the excellent Knack
of cating without a 7rencher , or to
know

[ 391 ;
s Name, and the four

know the P
fhame to them-

Terms, thefe are onl
s, O gre
becaufe they never intend, nor endea-
vour o practife ; and if they fhould go
abour it, it would be but to very little
advantage for them to give a proof of
their ill fpent Time; for he that pal-
pably lofes his Bufinefs at the Barr,
once and again, mcerly for want of
Skill, and not out of pardonable Mi-
ftake, he may ¢en run Home to his
Chamber, and lay afidc bis Gown ; for
his Sword will as well become him in

Michaclmas-Term , as in the L

tion.

And thefe , Sir, are the Choice, and
Beft of the Reafons, that 1 can findin
? upon which, he will not
¢ Inferiour fort of the
Clergy 1o come to any higher degree of
Knowledge, before enter upon their
holy Employment. . The next thing that
he undertakes to fhew, is, that fuppofing

it avere convenient to wifh it
et, that I have cither not truly
igned the caufes of it , or have omit-
td'many. And here in the firft pla
D2




19
he falls upon me as feverely, as the very
Caftle-keeper himfelf could have almoft
awlc with the com-
Schooling : 1 Which,
his firlt Affault, about Greek and Latin
s fo forcible and furious, his Reafonings
{o killingly clofe and deftraying, and
all his Deductions fo fecurely back'd and
guarded, that T was almoft tempted o
senounce Logick, and all its Works, and
never to come again within a Furlong
of an Untwifter of Complex Themes 3 bik
prefently to clap Har under Arm, and
to run as hard as Legs would carry m¢,
to the firlt Man that fold any Amo, o
Ty c middle of p. 35. (2
place Tam furc I fhall no morc forgd
than Marfton-Moor ) after a mild and
gentle Preface , as fiveet and courtcous
a5 Friends could devife, viz. 1 beg yo
dor, fays b, if I be- ot altogetbe
of your Opinion, as to.the bufinefs of Schwk
iz, When, alas! (litle thinking 1¢
any fuch danger, fo high ac hand) Wit
out mercy he {eizes upon me with the
utmoft violence, and dint of Lagick, and
beginning with a moft confounding dif:
uncive Syllogifm , called by che W icked
{ hard-hearted , a Dilemma , or Cor

done , for finding
mon_ Method of

[ 41
ute (which you know, Sir, is the moft
barbarous and unchriftian that can be
invented by Man of Argument ) he tells
me after this inhumane and favage man-
nee; Bither, fays he, it is neceflary
Greek and Latin fbould e learned , or
#ot.  Now, for my part, Fire or Water ;
Burn or Drown ; I know not which to
chufe. Tf I fay Not; then he has me
moft cruelly upon the Hip, and brings
me over with a moft deadly Gulfh : For
1, thinking nothing of this Mifchicf, |
gone, and foolifhly faid, that the
ery good Bocks in Latin and Gr
therefore {ccing 1 cannot avoid ir, I mu
fay Yes; though it be to the andoing
of my Wife “hil , fays he
then if neceffary , thafe F
be learned at School , or 7
cen as good to be undone at a
Gy Y

ft; 1 mu
fays the G 4
you thus far ; I proceed, and affime. Nay,
think T, now I perceive, he intends to
kill me alive ; now come French, S
niard, Turk , Tartar , or any devifable
thing ; for nothing, Tam fire , can be
fo heathenifh, and void of all Grace,
acruel and blood-thirfty Affumer: But
1

D3

Very good !
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But oW
ad that he doc
It e not for th
muft conclude fo, if he ir
c 2

t whae T faid :
nft the Languages, but
me other delightful Em-
7 s mightbe mixed with them ;
and thar a very competent skill therein,
might poffibly with more Advantage be
gain'd out of fome other A
out of Diclionaries ,
are not much betr
bring up a little . ¢
ry, (befide a good Bouget of Larin and
Greek ) withour breaking the Horfes
Back ; efpecially if his Zathers Mancomes
but along with him. And as the A4
Jiwerer fays, he has heard of Fathers,
Councils, and the like; fo T have heard
there is a Greek Euclid 5 and that therc
be many Latin Books, out of which.
Knowledge, together with Words, may
be

[43]
be conveniently learned. But alas! now
I chink of it, old Folkes will not give
unto Children any Reafon, for fear it
fhould #hoak them. What give a Child
rank and furfeiting Senfe ! Tt will breed
Worms, the Itch, Kib’d' Heels, and Scab-
by Heads. Children muft have only
Water-Gruel, fcall'd Milk , Bread and
Burter thin fpread , and gay'd, and ca-
fic digeftible Words. A 7riangle brings
down the Pin of the Mouth, and'a Square,
if it be any thing large, certainly in-
flames, and caufes the S; . And, as

is 1o be cherifbed and emp
in 5 that being the great Store-houfe
and Foundation of all Learning. Vet tru-
ly, itisfo; bue for all that, T do not
much approve, that a whole file of Lads
fhall be all hang'd up indifferently toge-
ther, for not being able in the fame time
to get, and repeat {o many Inches, or
Feet of Words ; whereas perhaps fome
of them, having naturally but a finall Fa-
culty that way, have as much reafon to
be Whipp'd becanfe their Hair is not
curl'd and flaxen, or their Eyes are not
gray. And whatever Senfe the Anfiverer
may pretend is to be found in Schoo’
D 4 Books
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Books to affift and help the Memary, yet
itis ufually fo undifcernable to Lads,
that you had as goed fet them to get by
Heart all the Signs from Zemple-Bar to
Weftminfter , as many Tasks that they
are oft-times obliged to.

And as for the bufinefs of Homer, if
the Anfwerer will promife me not to be
angry, 1 will for once chufé rather to be
of my Lord Bacor’s Opinion than his ;
who tells us in his advancement of Learn-
ing, “that he can without any difficulty
““ pronounce, that the Fables of Zomer
“ (notwithftanding he has becn made a
“ kind of Scripture by the later Schools of
“ the Gracians) had no fuch inwardnefs in
“ his own meaning ; but however as the
““ _Anfwerer well obferves, there is fome=
what elfe in Homer befides Achilles’s
Toes. ButI profefs, Sir, my mind did
fo run upon the fo often commended
Moveables of the Captain (widus ans) that
Imight eafily forget the Buckle-Garters.
But is there no thing clfe in that ancient
and vencrable Poet, but ftorics of Foot-
menfbip, and fuch like low accomplifh-
ment? Was it not he that laid down the
firt Elements of Phyfic and Chirurgery ;
and gave the firflt Glimpfes for {craping

of
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of Lint and [preading Plaifters upon Lea-
ther Ishe to be undervalued, that is
not only the moft Chriftian but moft
Proteftant of Poets ; in whofe Works
you may not only find all Praétical Di-
vinity, asfaft asin the little Book of Piety
it felf; but moft Cafes of Conicicnce
warily refolved, and knotty Controverfies
acutely decided 2 Is he “to be called a
Rumbler, who glides as fmooth as a Star,
or a fired Rocket of Tow: who was not
like common confined Mortals, born at
one dull place ; butat no lefs than feven
the moft eminent Cities of the Eaft 2
Ts he, with whofc Works Alexanderalone
could take reft, whenasthe whole world
befides could not eontent him ; and who
has been fo folemnly quoted inall Ages,
and fo generally relied on as the only
Standard of Greacian Clafficalnefs, to be
compared with Garagantua, that was fa-
mous for nothing cliebut Zorchchuls! A-
las, Sir, this is nothing to what might
be found in Zomer,if people were butdili-
gent, and go but decp cnough into the
Original, Therc is the Jefuits Powder,
that the world has made fuch a great ftic
about, lies fo evidently in onc place,
that reading but the very Verfc withtrue
Accent,
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Accent, will almoft cure an ordinary
Quartan: And again, there is the Philo-
Jophers Stone ; for which people have
been groping fo many Ages : I could fay
fomewhat concerning a  certain long
word in thefecond Zlzad, that would en-
courage an often fruftrated Philofopher ,
to call for his defpairing Bellows, and
prefently to blow up afrefh. And in-
deed moft of thofe Rarities, which lateer
Ages have counted themfélves happy and
ingenious in the finding out; as the
Compafs , Printing, the Circulation of
the Blood, and the like, are fundamen-
tally all in Zomer ; and if People had
not been Lazy and Diftruftful , might
have been long before broughe to light,
by a litcle help of Didymus and Eufta
thius,

And this puts me in mind of what I
have heard o often faid concerning his
Latin Brother, Prince Virgil ; namely,that
if all 4rss and Sciences were ablolutely
loft, burnc or funk, and only Virgil left
fecure in the Capiral, they might be all
moft eafily recovered out of him, by
one that has but patience, a black Eyc,
and a good Commentator. Tn one corner
of a Perfe lie very clofe all the Se:r:/s

an

[ 471
and feveral Syfems of
though Ricciolus has
many Authors for his curi
tions, and to have fpent many an Hour
in his ingenious Contrivances; yet if
you trace him Home, and watch him
but clofely, you will find, Sir, that he
is only a Paraphrafe of Four.or Five
Pounds pricc, upon thofe bare-fruitful
Words of the Poet— fidere terram.
From another fmall quantity of Princely
Perfe may be retrieved , if need fhould
be, all the practical as well as funda-
mental Laws of Policy ; and that Candiz

perientia parcis ; keeping clof
ter; and was afterwards taken by fome
idle, and loofer interpretation of the
fame words; there is nothing more
plain. Nay, Sir, I fhall tell you'a litle
facther, whata Nonconformift ot long a-
go hinted to mc, wviz. “That if the prefent
Lathers of our Church would but lay afide
all. Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, Fathers, Coun-
cils , and Canons, he would undertake to
draw up, out of the Evangelical and Pre-
phetical Writings of Virgil (as he calld
them) fuch a Body of Divinity and Church

Dif-
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,/n/y/m as [bould exaltly agree with the
Primitive Doctrine and Intentions of our
Saviowr ; avm more than that (giving me
a private Jogg) he was almoft fure, that
if this g vical Divine had lrved in
our drys, e turn'd out at Bar-
tholomew ; fir ke wd forne notable In-

uthor againft the Sur-
cing the Covenant. So
n further confiderations, I
to acknowledge, what
nfiverer m\s
ther with the Fabulo
i a great deal at ufeful Lea
Sfound.

Bue withal, Sir, I muft beg leave to
put in a Caution or two, as to what was
faid a little before concerning  Zomer ;
and then not a word more of /omer all
this Year. And firft of all, 1 have mad
fome little enquiry, concerning Alexan-
Aer’s laying him under his Pillow 5 and
1 find that the Learned differ 5 fome pla-
cing him only upon a Stool by the Beds-
fide, and others over his Head upon a
little Ridge 5 the ancient MAnuicupts
not fully agrecing about vm and e ;
and as for Rablais, 1 fhall not undertake
for his being of thc Reformed Religion 5

but

eries, 1 think that
qually pretend ;
rl\ou‘,;h Con'pan‘ons are odious , yet [
am lomwlnt forward to acknowledge,
that the migl \r\' Spirit of Garagantua de-
clining the vulgar way of coming into
the World , and cunning gly crawling up
the FHollow Vein, and fo making his Ef~
cape under his Mother’s Ear, is not
much inferior either for Honour or
Strangencfs , to that Seven-City Birth of
I[umrr. 1 meet indeed fometimes with
idle, Extravagant People, that are fo
vmp]\ ane as to compare his Poems to
Chivychafe 5 but fuch T always check,
fhewing them plainly, that when the
has a Mind to recreate his Readers
to purpofé, then by the elegant help of
his little tickling ='s and #s, he could
do it fo effe@tually, that nothing ever
came more Jmhlulul from the Town of
Athens.  What more Zheorbo-like , than
Ty A gy o Tamg vipavrs
What more fi vo(l' and celeftial,
Sydivlyr, 3 2
indeed, when th Bfum
phloishoid's , the Hippodano
‘Polufearthmoid’s are d lly q“unxgcd
towards the upper end of the School, and
the
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the Noife thercof come grumbling down
like 2 Cart over a Wooden Bridge ; I
will not fay, buc chat a {mall Lad or fo,
of a tender Conftitution , may chance
10 crecp underncath the Table. But to
make an end, Sir, of this ; queftionles
there is a very peculiar and fecrer worth
in feveral Authors; and if you want a
Bit of Ancient Aurhority, to plant CLuff:
cally upon the Title-page of your Bau

there is none that is more fit, or has been
more ferviceable, than the worthy Peer
before-mentioned.  Nay, {o feryiceable
has he been in this kind, that I durft al-
molt yenture to fay, thatif he fhould by

any Misfortune be afterwards utcerly loff,
he might be fo far pickd up by Picces
that chere fhould

fcarce
&

And thus having done with Gree and
Latin, 1 fhall now, Sir, follow the .-
Jwerer to 2. 39. where he tells the World,
that if he would have made the worlt Cun-
trultion of all things, (and indeed worfé
I think no body could have made very
cafily) it is my Opinion, that Thirteen or
Fourteen Tears of Age, is old enough for a
Boy 10 be dubbd a Frefbman in the Uni-

[s1]

verfity; Whereas 1 only faid, it is buc
very low and {lender Diet, to live Six-
teen. Years upon the meer ftrength of
Words : But notwithftanding that, he
hurrics on in a moft fharp confutation of
me, cateris paribus, as he did about Greef
and' Latin; but yet {omewhat warily
quoting by the way, Dr. Hammond , and
amther that were admitted into the Univer~
fity at Thirteen and did wel. Whereas,
in that place , it never cpter'd into my
thoughts to confider to what Years it
Wwas beft to continue at Schoo/: But on-
ly, let the time be what it will, T thought
that fome of it pofiibly might be better
fpent. But the dnfwerer does no more
here, than in many Places befides'; for
where the confutable matter grows {carce
and thin, thea he is for making fome
certain Opinion for me ; and hay ing de-
puted me to fay firch and fich Words,
be begs leave 10 Jugaeft fomewhar, Pag. 40.
and then he falls with all vengeance up-
on that fame poor Opinion of his own
devifing, and knocks it, and bangs it te
Duft and Athes. And this Humour is
0 powerful upon him, that within Tywo
or Three Pages he is ar it again, viz.
Pag. 43. It does uor, fays he, aways ne-

celfarily




ceffarily follow, * lancers in_ the
Schools , prove s in the Pul-
it. No verily, it does not 5 and I knew
it very well : But that does not hinder,
buc that it may fometimes follow , or
very often, or ufually happen (as 1 faid
3.0 Ip Sir, when you meet
the Anfwerer next , defire him to look a
Jittle better to his Words : He could not
be content to put in alwags inftead of
ufially 3 but he muft bind it, and ramit
with neceffarily ; faying , it does not al-
ways necelfarily follow. 1 owe him, as1
remember, a little curioficy, for treating
me {o barbaroufly about that fame trou:
blefome Word whatever. 1 wifh withal
my heart, that he had not faid a/ways;
for an Old Friend, an Ol Acquaintane
to fay always! and to put in neceffarily
befides ! it was certainly a moft unhap-
py overfight. But then, I liked that
which follows fingularly well 5 7. e ha
ving made me to fay, thatall that ever
bad been Pravaricators and the like, di
always neceffarily prove Triflers in the
Pulpit. There, fays he, I think 1}
catchd him bravely s for 1 know fome that
never came there ; and others that have;
behave themfelves very gravely an
Jeriofly

Pl

ferionfly. Yes, and {o do T know feve

that have been courted, or forc'd to un

dertake thofe publick places of who
are now in their feveral profeflions, as
confiderable perfons “as belong to our
Nation : But yet for all that, as Tbe-
lieve , that it was not guibling which
made them fo confiderable, fo (HILT am
apt to think, that fuch Exercifes do pro-
voke flender-witted Lads , t6 fpend too
much of their time in fuch Trifles, who
having no fuch tempting Examples, nor
hopes 6f applauded J t poflibly
have employed themfelves in fuch Stu-
dics, as might have made more for
their own, as well as the Worlds Advan-
tage.

I wonder what the Aufwerer counts
worth the while, when he fays, pag.
44 thought it worth his, to a Id “a
Jupplement 10 thafe things, which I had
reckoned ascaufes of that Igworance, that
is infome of the Clergy. Tam not, Sir,
ridiculoufly filly, as to fay that nothing
might be added, : Butyet in all fober
fadne(s, the Anfwerer muft excufe me,
if T fay down right, that the Accompt
which T have given, does not at all ap-
pear imper(ed¥, by any addition that bhe

E has
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has made. , fay 3
bave skipped over ¢ 5 of fome mens
natural parts. Surely thofe places were
not rent out of my Book, that tell him,
notonly that a Lads parts ought to be
dar, and oft-times might ; but that
dilcreet and. wife  Phyficians fhould alfo
be confulted, before it fhould be deter-
minedchat he fhould live by Learsing,
1 did not indeed give any particular dire-
&ions that every Lad, before he was
{o determined , fhould take a certain purge;
and according as that fhould be found ‘to
move the bumonrs quicker or flower, {o he
fhould be refolved upon, as/pr ightful and
apprebenfive, or as dull and ‘#ycapable :
But excepring that onething, allcare was
taken thatany man (befides. the unrea-
Tonable_dfuwerer) could poflibly cxpeet:
But yet for allthat, he fays alfo, that 7
Jorgot the fhort flay, which fome make at the
Univerfity 5 which in truth, as he S5k
had great reafon to have take otice of.
Which [ did, as I chink, {o plainly, that
I'know not how to have done it more,un-
lefs I fhould have got it cngrofs'd upon
Felkom in great Text hand, and hayé or-
dered every word to begin with a vaft
ved Letter, But thefe omiflions of mine

he

Ls5 ]
7 the by only
n three very
which he fa

it of time,
S

can fcarcet
to believe him ; for he writcs
as if he had lived altogether
£

Y
at is out of the
can we do, {ays he,
o wnlef§ learning were in-
d infpired into us by a Miracle 2
and again, What can we dowith Books, un~
lefs we bad timetoresd them
and {o {aid 1: And I know no difference,
but only I fay it in Michaelmas Term, and
hie fays it in Hillary. It is, Sir, to me a
very ftrange thing, that the A/
fhould feem perfectly o' forger
faid: and yer take the very fame words,
and Print them, and m for fupp’
ments and new at the Kings
Armsin S. Pauls C) , which \}'_clrt;
old




[ 561
fold three months before at the Augel in
CQoranbill.
Andthus, .‘nr. 1 have in fhort confider-
ed what the . 2
Schools and the Lr z g is time
for him now to call me to an accompt
concerning preaching. Which he does pag.
53. and the firfk of all he fets upon me
with a charge general, for endcavouring
to bring rhg whole Offce of Preaching into
Contempt. 1 wonder that, when he was
about it,. he did not thruft it home: and
acculc me of cutting off the late Kings
huu, or that | liad adefign to burnall the
weie co be found ; from the
, to the {mall-
g, if poflible, {o
or Primerin the whole
and that to his knowledge I did
intend to lw\hm this Autichriftian work
upon the firft of Fune ; that the billers
certainly were already prmulcd;
poken for the brufh wood
f Kent.. When peo-
I love they fhould
I hate all fnall
all quivering and
give me the lufty,
Wl no, when he undet-
takes

takes to Pm\\luc
Tou writ w, fays the -

1g, in Contempt.

nll Sir, \\lm my defign was, but my
felf, any further than it may be )Lqumh\
my words : let every body defign for
him{elf: why fhould onie man dc(gn for
another 2 would not the Anfiverer think,
Sir, that I were very frantick, if [ fhould
tell him, that I beg his pardon; but in
my opinionhe writes after that rate
he had a defign to difparage himfel
his Pro or, that he
his bufinefs fo flenderly,
hired him to fet forth a mean dufwer 5
and thereby to build my felf a Reputation
upon the weakne(s and miftakes thercof.
This, Sir, would look like a flie and ill
natur’d Infinuation : or like one of f tho
Jame difingennons fuints, whic

Anfwerer pag. 57. {ays my Letter looks
on the Clergy.  But is it for certain t}hu I
am againftall Preach
defign is to bring that holy ex
gether into Contempt 2 Migh
favourable and tender hez
means be perfwaded to think otherwie 2
a0, by no means; fays the Anfiwerers for

3 that
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of the Bible, «/ it w/ ot //m fo T 1/

the firft of Guuﬁs, as to make mention of

Adam 2 what againf? Prefaces ! bas be fo
little knowledge r/ the ASn/pmm, as to
forget S¢.Luke, the great Evangelical O-
rator? is he of no worth or wp’e with
bir 2 Methinks the beginning of his Gofpel
wzh bhave_ taught him more mw/rjf)/ and
viers, than te be againft Prefaces s and

is

59 1
is there any burt to begin a Sermon wirh
ch a great affinity

ot
and that many Texts in the New do Jo
ly refer to the firft Adam 2 Yes tru-
ly ; becaufe it feems not convenient that
the Sermon upon Good Friday, fhould
have the fame beginning with that upon
Trinity Sunday ; becaufc 1 {linted them
on this fide #4am, and that too, when
the Zext was in the Revelations, {aying
nothing at all buc rhcw might Bogin at
the Flood, the Capt , or the like ; be-
caufe Tknew it w: l] he H\nu(mr of fome,
to fpend half the Hour in beginning to
begin their Scrmons ; fecching their Pre-
face as far they could turn the
Bible backward : And laftly, becaufe it
feems. seafonable that People (as far
as might be) fhould be inftructed in all
the feveral duties of their Religion; and
have the gre: and moft uftful parts
of the Scripture explain'd to them': There-
fore am T againft all Prefaces. T wonder
he did not conclude , that in my Heart
1was againft Adam, Mofes and the Pro-
phets 5 he might have done it as well, if
he had bur thought of it. St. Luke has
a fhort and fuitable Preface of Four

E 4 Verfes,
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Verfes, to his whole Gafpe/, but begins
neither with Adam nor Belfh.
you know Sir, St. Chryfs
tor of the Church, has many
of Homilies o t

ber, there

from Adam ; and yet you know
w Teftament did as much refer

0ld and firft Adam, in St. Chryfo-
#'s days as in ours = the affuity being
not much increafed fince: And if the
Anfwerer plealc to look, he fhall there
find the Zoly Father to have Prefaces
proper and peculiar to the Time, Oc-
cafion or Subje of his Difcourfe : And
{o_have all Orators, anfwerable to the
Mareer they intend to fpeak. 7Zusy,
you know , Sit, and Dewofthenes, were
often calld upon for Specches, hur they
knew how to prepare their Auditors,
without difturbing Romulus or Thefeus ;
and yet you know, Sir, there wasa ve-
xy clofe reference berween Carilin and
and Romulus ; for Catilin fhould have
burat the very City of Rome, which Re-
mulus had Founded. But the OQrator
thought it betrer to begin with Quouf-
que tandem, than Cogitandi Romulo. And
L believe his prefent Majefly much won-
dred

[61]
dred to what Nation he was reftored,
when the Rhetorical Mayor welcom'd him
to his Corporation ith a long Comple-
ment derivd from Adam. 1 am not,
Sir, (God forbid that T fhould) againft
the Aufmerer's putting into his Prayer
(for perhaps it may be part of it) that
the Words which be is to Preach, may be
as Goads, and as Nails faftend by the
Mafler of Affemblies. But if he {hould
begin every Zext in the Bible with that
very fame Preface (which he may cqual-
ly do) I believe fome idle People would
fay fomewhat ; I cannot certainly tell
what. The Aafiverer, Sit, invites me
(Pag. 52.) very kindly 10 kear him preach,
and that if T will go over , he will give
me one of the beft of his Sermons. ~But
if I do, Sir, Ithink to fend him word
to defire him (for that Day) to forbear
zar 3 let him do all the Year be-
as he thinks fit. I fhall alfo take
it for a Favour, if he would not begin
his Sermon thus, As Abraham fate in the
Tent Dior , and lifting up bis Eyes . and
looking, behold Three Angels appeared be
fore bims foif you pleafe to ftand with pa~
tience and expedtat,
coming towards you in thefe

5
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larse And, if with any convenience, he
can difpence with it, T would of him,
that he does not take that of Ifsiahy;
Come ye buy, and eat, yea, come buy Wine
and Milk, without ‘Iwy and without
Price 5 or if he does, that he would not
tdl e [lm his Text is like a [piritual

for l was tokl fo once, and

fi

fibly n‘(> l may obrain 4t hh Hands not

to take that of tf fHle

Thisis a (.w/,/’ S .

all accepration, that (/m/ Jefus came

10 the World to fave fimers , of whom I

not but that it is a very

place of Scripture ; bur it is a

(/4\{ that has b n ima in'd )uﬂ hkr a

/mw{wﬁ, Tiis s i
Jecond for its fiveetnefs; lz is worthy of all
And the third Difb w.

Propofition, confifing of Five igredients.
Now, Sir, if the Anfwerer had had but
the mitwifting, the drefing, and the fer-
ving up of this lufcious Propofition, what
“eaft would the People then have had?
what wonderful varicty of Sujefts and
Predicates might this Difh have afforded ?
How

63 1
jce and mm; Bits
d 2 and
how plentifully mlghf it ha n fluff'd
ed with juicy Latin and Greek2

1),/,, of Propofitions| 1 would go a Mile
to fce, if it were but onc fimple onec in
a Difb ; and to confider , how puzled
he

zs Carvar would bL, to take off
/l'//r’ﬂ from the Predicate, without
endangering the poor thin qukm z Copula.
\mv I know, Sir, fome arc of mch nice
d fafhionable Stomachs , that common
Senfc and Truth- will not down with
[hun unleﬁ it be hafp'd and fricaffed ;
their Barricado's ©
alado’s of Virtue,
brift muft be the Dasphin of Hea-
en 5 but, for my pare, | had rather haye
any plain and homely Entertainment, fo
it be frefh and wholfome , than a whole
Platrer full of fuch feafti 7Prr‘/xre\ which
with a litcle new garnifhing, fhall ferve
for Eafter, Whit, /»wnlz and-all the Fo~
lidays inthe Year; for your Propofitions
are a fort of Dict, that will keep a long
time in Sowfe-drink ; if they dobut now
and then change the Pickle, and take 2
new Text,
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1 do not at all queftion, Sir, but that

you knew very well before (as well as

now) what that meant, which I faid a-

bout Prefaces. But I have very little
hopes of the Anfiverers

cing {o fudden-
ly improved , as to underftand me yer;
given fuch late Znffances of his

nefs before : Bur however, I proceed

Sir, to the bufinefs of dividing of Texts:
And what T faid as to that in my for-
mer, was upon this Account, namely,
that it was a thing very eafily to be
obferved , that many that went into
Holy Orders ; to inform and fave Men,
fpent oo much of their time in Logica
oftentation , and nice Divifions of their
Texts 3 and after fuch a manner, as they
had very little Authority for {0 doing,
either in ancient Foly Writers, or in o-
ther good Authors; of which, I believe,
we may fcarch a great many, before we
can find any Melting, Dropping or Dif-
folving the Matter that they intend to
treat of.  We are bluntly told by the 0-
rator, Boworum tria. funt. genera, and Ac-
cufationis tres funt partes ; and by Cefar,
Gallia_ ¢ft omnis divifa ( not neatly and
featly liguefacta) in partes tres s and 1
know not how the A7z would take it,
i

[651]

if they fhould tell him, thac his Dowmi-
wions were to be melted into England ,
Scotland, &c. And notwithftanding the
Anfiverer thinks himfelf fo plain and
practical, when his Zex falls afinder in-
to Subjedt and Predicate, or into Ante-
cedent and Confequent 5 yet for all that,
Tle undertake if this be in a Country-
Village, he had better let down the Trefs
of his Zext into the Fore-horfe and Thil-
ler; for they underftand no Subjeits, ar
Pradicates 5 only the Kings Su
the Kings Predicates. They much mi=
ftake me (as the Anfwerer did) thatthink
1 was cver any further againf

viding, than cither where it was not un-
derftood, or was not neceffary.

T always thought that he that took
that to the Corinthians for his Text, Sin
#0t, had much better have letit continue
whole (it being but fhorc) thanto divide
itintoa Command and a Probibition s a
Coramand, Sin; a Probibition, Not.
have alfo fometimes thought, that their
Logical pains may be fomewhat fpared ;
who when there is no need of it, divide
every thing (be it what it will) into Af-
firmative and Negative: For inftance ;
itisfaid Job x. There wasa man in the

an

-di-
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ZLand of Uz ; Flomo non Lapis,
ot a Stone: Homo non Lignum, a
not a Tree : Homo non
a Beait : And by the way |
what poor L, and Leo are forced to
fignific for the Letter fake. I like man-
ner I thoughthim alfo in the late timesa
little too nice, and tender of his credit;
and fomewhat oo profufé of his Lagict
and Rbeterick; who being to preach upon
that of the A&s, Silver and Gold bave
7 none, but fuch as I ha Lunto t
Whenever hehad named ext,
the people, inall haft, o take the words mt
litterally, but allufively, for that he bad
qood flore. of mony chinking ‘in bis pockets;
befides what he lefe at home in his coffers.
Doubtlefsa cautious forefight of follow-
ing Objections, and an catly removing of
the fame, are great inftances of wifdom,
and difcretion ; but he that taking that of
Malachi concerning the Sun of righteoufefss
&e. laboured moft carneftly to convince
the people , that it was not the Mionef
righteoufuefs ; for the Moon fball be troden
ander foot. Rev. 12, 1. And again he that
thall telk us that God was pleafed to fend bis
Son intothe World, and not his Danghter:
or the like, Such as thefe, T muft needs

confefs

L 67 1]

confefs, havefomewhat too low appre
fions of the capacity of their Hearers
He thar undertakes to preach about Re
pentance, or true Religion: nothing cer-
tainly is more neceffary and proper for him,
than to let the people know, that they
donot confift in looks, eyes, and nofes ;
for fuch things with fome are miftaken for
godlinefs. Butwhenthe Seriprure tells
us, There was a Man in the Land of Uz
or that God was pleafed to fend his Son ;
that ‘any body fhould think that this
man might chance to be a ffore ; or this Ser
to be a Danghrer, is firange to conceive,
We rcad that Chrift opened  the Serip-
tures : and ¢ ded out of them the thi
concerning himfelf. We read alfo upon
what occafion it was that Felix trembled s
and what a great number were converted
(without Predicaments) by one Sermon of
St. Peter.  What the immediate Succel-
fors of our Saviour and his Difeiples
did 5 we have lictle left concerning their
manncr of Preaching ; though ’tis to be
fuppofed that they fpent their time in
bringing People to the Chriftian Faith; by
expounding to the Jews, the Prophets,
and convincing them thar Chriff was
some; and by converting the Gentiles to
a
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a Religion that contained the beft Prin-
ciples of Life. What was done after
the Church was in fome meafure fettled ;
and that the number which was received
into Orders, was fo confiderably increa-
fed, as that there might be, at leaft in
vities and great Zowns, {fome continuing
Seclefiaflical Perfon, may be beft feen by
fich as. were afterwards Governours of
particular Churches ; which , as we find,
made it their bufinefs to confirm People
in that Faith which they had received
and to ftrengthen them to all good
Works ; which they did by Preaching
againft fuch Herefies and Errors as they
found the Pegple were apt to be carried
into ; and by fortifying them 1mum
fuch Pices, as they perceived th
and Place was moft inclinable to: And
that this was the manner of their Zoly
fm/)[mmmt is \uy plain by S. Bafil and
S. Chryfoftome , and many of the reft ;
where onc may read a great many good
Sermons , but very few Zexts, or pecu-
liar Sentences of the Bible pitch'd up-
on 5 much lefs {o Logically and Meta-
phorically drefS'd, as fome affet. 1 be-
lieve there were very few Zexts that
melted and dropt afunder for the firft
five

> Hundred Years. Notwithflanding
obferves) th

e /bl dropas the Rain s
as well as we,

and knew the meaning of that-place as

vell as the Az r. But yet, for my
yet am againft a
; there

“ ple;. we echer this my in
lh’ Name of God'; o intend to

hort you to Ci
you of the Provia
s I jhall do (by (;nu
rding to the Serij
{iy and folemnt

by (m\mmw and, Learned
tinencies. And hereupon, it m
¢ amifs,, to take notice of w
very Warthy C «Man obferved ;

K Huu be (fays he) Two forts of Mi-

fion their own Cor
[u.npl ; the idle, negligent and carelefs,
“the
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“the other thofe \\!m over-do, or do
“ more than enough ; fuch Tn caincah
“ affec nothing clfe, bu{ quai
& . rious /‘/,,MA ;
Iur/w:
or foar a-

Speculations far a-
“ bove the capacity of their Auditors
“ Thefe over-do, & magyo conatu maguas
““ mugas, take great pains, and evifcerate
“ themfelves, as it were, to weave 4
“ Web, which when it is ended, is fit
“ for no-ether ufe, but as an unprofitable
‘ thing to be {wept away. The 4n
fwerer “perhaps would' be apt to fay,
that it was fome pert and felf-conceited
Divine, that admiring his* own Style,
and way of Preaching, talks thus: W
it not thata very rned and Reve:
rend Bifbop did much admire, and fo-
lemnly commend his Ingenuity, Learn-
ing, Worth and Integrity. Bur to re
turn ; T fay ic is much better of
Two, to follow the way of -the Zomi-
lies of our Church, which arc plain, pra-
Gical, and may be underftood by mof
than to be {o Nice, Critical, and Scho-
{a(’hcnl, as few or no body fhall be the
better.

But

o pifc all taking of Texts, and

m, ding chereof 5 thofe f mean, that for

{hall take you indeed Zext

would explain to

| M s of

ool i you ich all the

Encoura, gemencs that tend to a good Life,

that are.to be found in the Brbe , and

T s through my aBody of Divi

t lrlv“;\\o.\ (ex-

P pt it be he beginning ) fhall be

¢ near tl r a new Zext

with that prudence and

ks, chat the fame Sermon fhall ferve

a Man many a day ; as fuppolé this Sur-
1,.1), he F

Imu( a \/luutl\

to.take forth ; and chen he is lm tl

of St. Paul to the Romans, Viz. iV}

15 your reafonable And a while

affer for thac in the ficlt Epiffle

And his Commandments ar g

Now, Sir, here is the Craft

they take 7exss fuitable to the occaﬁun,{
2 and
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accordingly, they could
not then for Shame, and Confeience, but
meddle wich onc Word or other that is
there to be fou Butif they read the
Zext only in the whole, and take it be-
tween Finger and Thumb, and fhew it
plainly to the People, that it is a good
Fext, a fair Zexr , and that there is no
ceit in the bufinefs ; afier the Parifp
have had this ¢ LlLl'\l view, he may pri-
vately pocket i again s-and then for
Chriftian Iz'efzwn, and the Excellencies
thereof = Only this Caution is to be ob-
ferved,  that if the Texr be in the New
Zeftament , any where between St. Mat-
thew and the Revelations, then it is to
be thewn, that Chriffian Rel,
beyond the faical Dolrine
fation 5 but for variety, if
in the 0/d Teftament, then the cafe is
altered ; and you are to fhew, that the
Mofaical Doltrine is very far fhort of the
Chriftian.  Nay, Sir, {ome there be that
are fo-daring, that fhail venture to take
a Zext about Swearing or Aduliery, as
plain as can be pick’d, and as hopeful
o bnn forth a Difcourfe of thofe Sub-
jects, as could be wifhed ; and yet, for
all that, with a licde fly Preface, fhall
draw

and divide th

on s much

[ 73
draw you (before you be aware
it) into the old bufinels of Chrifiian
Religion. Now,Sir,  the nexe thing
that the Aufwerer has to do, is to
take notice , that this loks like a difis-
genuous  Squint: upon Religion.
Yes, Sir, he may {o; and go on, and
1;31 People, that it is my whole Defign
> bring in the 7wk ; he may do it with
as much Confcience, as toreport thard
was. againft the whole. Method. of Preacl=

ing.
“And as fome are fo bent upon Preach-
ing nothing but Chriftian Religion, as if
Jofeph of Arimat hea \\Awul newly come
over ; fo others tl

ere be, that I‘A.\cdmr
particular and darling Notions , which
they will force to be intended: in almoft
every Verfe of the Bible; for mlmncc,
one, fuppofe, having fpent fome confi-
derable time, in ﬂmm.v: the Nature of
Original Sin, and finding as h hinks,
fuch wnuJum‘ things as. were. never
plainly vered before 31 hence is he
pn.(ulrly o full of the Secrets of 0
nal Sin, that if the Parifh thould joyn,
and add. SixPence more in the Pound
to his prefent Zithes, they would fcarce
get a Sermon about any th You
may
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may fet him

acon rktllu‘s
advancement
;,om{ in the W
ing themfelves to k).m one
beloved Opinion ; and o making all
things of that, and bringing all tl
tothat ; they will fuf |
be 'in the \\hmc Wor
Zertus having made fome few and lucky
rxrmmcms “l on thc Loadjtore, not u-

prefently writes

me oz in the
Affairs Abr.,xu draw me
and Occafion ar Home o7
again - Andsin fhort,, ‘Mansis: bork’s
lives, and dies by nothing eife bur /
netical dstractions. And to. conclude
this, Sir, I cannot forget him who ha-
ving at “fome time or other been fud-
denly cur'd of a litrle Head-ach with &
Rofemary-Poffer, would {earce drink out

of

[75]

of any thing but Refemary Cans , cut
his Meat with a R@ ernary Knif Wd
pick his Teeth- with a Rofemary Spri
\'n, Sir, he was fo ftrangely taken up
with the ucdlu]mu of Rofemary, that
he would needs have the Bile cleared
of all other Zers , and- only. Fof
to be inferted. 1 think, Sir, (nowitlr-
ftanding this Digreflion) I am not far
from my bufinefs ; viz. that it is very
convenicnt both for the Minister and
lk()pc to be acquainted with varict
of Matter ; and that it be defivered ac-
cording as there fhall be Opportunity 5
feeing thac efcr this manner are the -
milics of our Church moft wilely and
gravely compofed ; as alfo thofe of the
Ancient Fathers ; treating about the moft
confiderable and different bubju&s in Di-

aving now rold you, Sir, in W bat
Senfe I was againft Prefaces and Divifi-
ans 3 1 fhould now proceed to  what fol-
lows : but becaufe it feems, that the Au-
fiverer having confulted his Neighbours
about their Zexis, juu»m’ fo few of them
like any thing, 1 thought fit to let him and
ir, know what abundance of Like-
(befides many other dainty (I\mgs)[
F 4 happen’d
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en'd o in onc |

afon there given: hey /i
Flowers bound up i one
/rl\r',/ fru
ecting.
Husband and W
row theirC

ace vids Z c
and that is’ cx for any one 7ex omething for their little
But then as for Max ‘and Wife, tl ey floula the I

{hould be 0
that areto be found in the BiZ/e, or almoft iveths or u[\c ny

any where JL, Firft //m/ and and Wife r\nJ thus much concerning Lz
{bould ‘be; as 2
t rurns, as-ever were
fhewn dl‘()\k. board. - When man was made,
i the four elements weve taken out «,t '/
as tbetwo Tables of Stone, m,,n/v of which
were engraved the L of God. But in
5 . don, \m
o Baskers: of Fy ’ reft, made man ov
very good.and the other verybad ; or ik cleaver as may be! 7
Fire uu{ Wate, vhilft - one 15 flamin Creatures to ferve him, w' /‘
Dexation, the otber is. freczing in Corrigp- Creature to folage him. Poot Chuck,
tioi. \Husband to the. Wife 15 fometimes a glafs of Sack, for L“pm" the L cuu
like a Fore-borfe in a 1 il {o prettily ! Though Men alone may be good,
4 yer
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_yet it 15 wot good for Man to be alone. Brave,
‘T profefs | T think we had beft take him
[; for he will {poil himfelf.  Wiere
Generation, there can be no Re-

Better and better ; I chink

he improves, 7 that made man meet for
os ameet help for man; though

/"//”

Burm "conclude this pleatant

Though fome have fyled Women

Sky, yet a Prea-

filent, for thofe who are

lenced from Preachi If you have a
mind, Sir, to fee any more of this fancti
fyed Wit; youmay bave it in the Nom
Jiich Chriftian Profeflor in his Meridian
Splendor.

And now, Sir, according to what I
was about before, I go on concerning
Quotations out of Learned Languages:
againft which I faid nothing, when it was
eithernecdfutl, orprofitable ; butto come

ing in with Ne guid nimis, or Ignoti

mulla cupiddo, for pure Latin fake it {elf,
is very infignificant to thofe that do not
underftand it; and not mightily rejoycing
to thofe that do. But then fuppofe that
which is guoted , be very proper, ex-
pounding,-and elegant ; and out of the
moft

[791]
moft Primitive Fathers : Nay though it
be out of the Bibleit felf; I know not
to what purpofe it is, where T am fure
and certain no body underftands me ; for
tells a perfect ignorant Parifh,
hec tria perditio? or Faciamus hic
wacula. JE hebenot very honeft,
may not he mpn(s upon them Ix nova
pefeis this wifle2
cano 3 Let us make
he 3 withour the peo-
ple u(cmmng the bad Thmfl;zm » : But
I know the Anfierer is of opinion, that
xpreffible rich-
nefs in fome words, that cannot be pof-
Hv.\ rendred and communicated.  Yes,
ac richnefs and hidden
1ppofe will continue fo,
le do not underftand.
Give a Country-man one of the Anfive-
y compounded words out of Plu-
tarch, and you had as good give him a
Slice of a~ Milftone, or a comer of a
Brick. T erer indeed that can
s 1ol acaatiated i e
baut goglof a long Greok word, may,
as helays, do bimfelf a kindnefs, and gra-
tifie his own underftanding ; but the poor
unintelligent may fic w ith dry lips, and
be
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be ftarved for all Plutarch.
he, p. 64. Ignoran: p.
impofed upon 5 and if 3o
the Engith without the
fufpect you

S. \uum

marry thuu bary lhuh, or do any thing
clfc to themin Latin 2 nay, might he not
excommunicate all fucha Parifp, and mak
them f{mack their Lips again , telling
themit isa delicious and comfortable place
out of the Father ¢ or give them to {i

low down cight of the biggeft Curfes
the Bible, inflead of the - Beatitudes »
do fiot queftion, but all this might be
done.

We have now, Sir, very nigh done
with Preaching : Tknow no[hm;r clfe that
the Anfiverer is ftill concerned  for, but
his Jittle mollifying Sentences + as it were,
as I may fo fay, and with rence be it
Spaken. And here T much admire that he
did not quore that of Zfaiah, we hid, @
it were, our faces from him : or that in

ere, a plague

in the boufe. - That I might have been ut-
y ruin'd, and confuted out of Seripture
it

[8c]
it elf. This would have been as proper,
and as deftru@ive of what I meant, as
his quoting againft me that out of Dex-
teranomy, my Doctrine fball drop as the rain.
But if 1 muft needs trouble the world in
telling the Awjwerer, Whothey were that
Ich:dly intended ; they were thofe who
in (hc ate tim i J b not as yetleft
7

to-preach upon ; vz That it was ghe
peculiar pr : :
t0 Le w’qr ’/r

for

Gods ,"1 cat Aﬂ/).m ¢ her

fpecial Confidents, and

Truftees of all Affairs «»i




wours from God ;
were) }e/JnL'
did ot muchy queftion , b
find fome Wparlum!)‘ of ma
mends, for thofe many good l»)zwu,
I may fo fay) civ 'v , which [/rf'} /1//
received frem him d, as for thefe
that are weak in the by and are yet but
Babes in Chrift , it is fit that fuch fbould
keep at a diftance from God, Jbould kneel
before him, and fland (as 1 may fo fay)
cap in hand 10 the . Abmighty : But as for
thofe that are firong in all gifts, and
grown up in all grace, and are come to a
fulnefs and ripenefs (or as they might
better fay, to an impudence and fauci-
ncls) in the Lord Jefus, it is comely enugh
for them totake a great Chair, and at- the
end of the Table , and with their cockd
Hats

[ 831
s on_their Heads , 1o fay, God, e

thee know kow Aﬁalu

chfl, fince

things are in

: We hope that

nget us, for we are very

ghtful of ‘thy Concerns : We do_fume-

t long to hear from thees and if thou
pleafest to give us fuch a thing (Vi m‘nv)
we fhall be (as 1 may fo fay ) as good to
theein fomething elfe, when it lies in our
way, @c.  And s you fee, Sir, what
fn;,hrful ftuff Tam forced to repear, to
bring a flack dufierer to for e liccle
knowledge of what [ meant h\, as it

weve.

I'am now, Sir, come to the laft thing
about which 'the verer is not fatisfied,
viz, That fuppofing that the Defign of my

4 £
Letter was very honeft 5 yet the manner of

it is fuch, as it will do wiore hurt than good.
Which if ic does, I can think but of
ways ; either by melmgmg the No
formifts 5 ox b) fetting the Laity mor
gaint the C/ It is w: fible there

ocel
confidered sby and by #a that fhort part,
which
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which I'intended to add,
Anfierer will not be concerned : But in
the mean time, we will {ce, whar reafon
1 have given them for any fuch miftake
from what I have faid. Only thus m

Firfe of all, fays the ry The | belicved by you 3
grounds and occafions of th wtempt of ew befides ; that (as much a /",n as the
b Clergy, though it be 1 Text, yet it Anfwere ks my Letter to bé, let ic
v.a Theme, aweighty and [erious Argument, gror Seldes, or any other Play,
and ought to bave been handled accordingly; hs courtefe) I did ot put in
/’w’ the manner of ny enguiry is too jocular, ne idle and cxtravag on pur-
drolling and. fportive, &e. pofe to rend
havein the ffl place to fay, That al- temptible ; bue did o
though | think it not at all immodeft to to keep People aw
magiteft my Defign, the end of that But I pray, by the .dxfi
being un' 7 to prove that I was, and am are «‘\.: that think it too light and drol-
ot inthe fame ; -and likewife ling > I am afraid they are fome that
it be allowable ‘to endeavour: to ufe to begin half their Sermons in the
efend what T had written, chis. being Vear with Belfhassar or the like (though
ly to fignifie, that it was not donc out the Zext be not about 7ribulation, for
U.‘:nc5 and Humour, but up- then the Axfiverer has learnt us to bring

cafons as might be furcher cx- it in very well.)  And I'll tell yoii why,
meLu , when occafion {hould requite : Sir; I heard of a Gentleman, that lives
yet, I muft confefs, T am not as yet come within a Mile of an Ok, who'read over
to that degree of felf-conceit and con- my Lert proved of it very well
fidence, as to recommend my own W or (which is fomewhat more than I fhould
rafe and Style ; and -1 had rather the fay, but let that go) lik'd its Defign, be-
Infwerer fhould find fault with the man- lieved and hoped it might do good ; and
ner of my Expreffion , and delight him- verily thought the Author was innocent,

felf G and
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and free from all bad incentions. It hap-
pened, chat afterwards he calls to Mind,
that upon fome odd time (it might pof
fibly be in that great Thaw the Anfiverer
makes mention of pt or
melted afunder into its particulars : The
Gentleman prefently takes the Book , and
beginning again, cries out aloud, Fire,
Fire, Herefie , Rebellion 5 fo that now
you can no more get him ncar that Book,
than a Co/t to a Windmill. Another allo
Thear of, who lives not far 0
ther Oak, who happening upon the fore-
faid Letter, did in like manner read i,
and was very reafonably contented, and
thought mofl of it true’: Afterwards he
found it out, that he had married to a
very truc and liceral 44, h!
he, What I are
Come, give me Pen, I
all of it a moft danger
it is against both the %
both the IHoufes of Parliames , and
all the Gentry and Commonalty of the while
Nation. But by chance, my Cofin calld
him to Bed ; and he having flepe, the
Book was pretty true again by next
Morning, ~“And I fuppofe Sir, you have
feen a Book calld the Friendly Debate, a

= Book

[87]

Book that fhews a very honeft Aurbor, be
he who he will ; but becaufe he mix'd a
leafantnefs wich his unanfiw

proofs y
hereupon prefently muft he ?
zion, a Drol/-upon all God-
be Stage, and 1 know

for my part, I muftconfefs,

thatT am no grear weigher and meafurer
of words ; I have but one Rule, theend
of which isonlyto be und and
it is very likely , thar when ['had oc-
n fuch toys and trifles,

Fers, do fome-

contempt,

that I did not then: call for agreat. Campy
foot-cloth, and fetting my {elf magni-

n the Chair, with {et_rebuking

ace, and words as iff as ftecl,

cternal difcouragement of

and then fummoning coge-

borsy and 1dle
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Perhaps this way might have done ; it is
a very hard matter to plealt every body.
But, “as the Aufiverer hints, there is one
part of my Letter, that concerns the
Poverty of the Clergy; a Grave 4
ragical Subject,

ted, not infulted over. 1 know not how,
Sir, to avoid his believing , that I do
moft mightily pride my {clf over the
mean condition of fome of the

[1\()\1}_;.‘! [ fhould tell him never. fo- ofien,
that the great defign of my Book wa
wifh, that there might be no fuch mean
ones to be infulted over ; and though
fhould let him ow, that [ am {o far
from any fuch wrchriftian humour, that
ne more willing to devote partof
Revenue

which eught to be lemen

therg.s
his Aftae for.the raifing of their
Gf publick
than my lCu : but in the m
haveyoudone, whathave you propou
ded, fays the Axfverer, tmu'd: this 2
Indeed T was not fo light-headed, and
fondly doting upon my w
to imagine that immediat cly after the
Printing of my Letter , the Parliament
ihould refolve thenffclves into_ a Grand
Committee 5 and forthwith confider of
fome prefent Way ofraifing the Revenue of
the

{urhority fhould {o think

the meaner fort of the Clergy: But, for
all that, Tam not fo dead hearted but to
hope in time that ways may be thought
of to bring about fuch a great blefiing to
to this Nation ; for he \uouquw.u
fome may be, yet I muft confefs; it re-
joyces my heart more thama lictle, tocall
to mind, how the Biflips lrave augmen-

hear of feveral fums of novq' now em-
ployed towards the redeeming of the
great Tythes, and to underfland that there
many well difpofed Pcople, that have
already given back their Jmpropriations
to the Church; and that there be others,
thachave made fuch P 5, on purpofc
fo to fettle them afterwards ; and above
all, to confider the great carc and good
inclinations of our prefent Parliament to-
wards the Church; who are not only
highly watchful to maintain the Pea
and prefent Rights thercof ; but fcem to
be as willing, to contribute towards _the
farther Pr of the fame. have
not indeed propounded any way, as was
faid before ; but if you look, Sir, into
a lea ntioned, you
will there fee a way propounded in the
twenticth Chapter of his late 7Zreatife
8.3 And
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And inthe mean time, T hope T have faid
nothing to abate the ch
polis of pious Benefacor
fifting hands of our prefén

of expreffion, and would have
. lamented, and
ppofc inflcad of

to Ixinc pitied
fpeaking my mind as 1 did, | fhould
have covered my felf with fackcloath

befprinkl’'d my i with A/kes, and with
mournful and fad countenance, and a
long rope of Owions(to carry on the work

of crying) have taken a journey rto vifigh

the Jow condition of fome of the Clergys
and fhould have goncabout with a Bell
and a toneas doleful as the max that ufes
fo carry it ; and have cryed, alas! alas!
poor Gentleman, your Houfe is ready to
fall, and your Glebeis very narrow, and
fomewhat fhort.  Alas! alas! here take
an Onion ; Tam come to cry with you this
evening, and to bewail your misfortuncs
and mean circumftances. is the way
indeed to kill the -poor Afinister before
the following Suxday, and to make IVi-
dows apace; but what good elfe it would

o,

[or]

do, Tknow not? Or perhaps the
er would have had me to have drawn 2
Scheme of a {mall Benefice, and have de-
monftrated, that a Family of fixor {even
cannot be honourably maintained with
twenty or thirty pounds a year; and fo
putting down 4. and B. for the Minister
and his Wife; threc or four of the follow-
ing Letters for the Children, and an #.
for the Vicaridge, have feientifically proved
that 4. B. C.and the reft that follow,
would eafily eat up, and wear out more
than 7. if they had it. Indeed, although
1 was not in all places thus Mathematical-
ave and ferious ; yet, where it was

, T was more confiderate than the
fwerer perhaps may imagine ; and did
not frame and devife more inconveniences,
than the world is {enfible of; and where
it was requifite, I reckon’d up and well
weigh'd all _circumftances. ~ Although I
did not ufe a Quadramt to.take " the
height of every Ficaridge Chimney, nor
caft up exatly how many fraws a dili-
gent Starling might carry away in a day,
if the Bird rofe carly i the Morning.
And notwithftanding the Anfiverer thinks
me fo wofully and exceedinglyhyperbolical 5
yet as to the sumber of yards of whipeordy
G4 and
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Z rents, 1 was
{o very near the bor of Lrict, Gram

matical and fobe L. I know a
Divine, on this i e, who was
almoft re
his Study
from that

ved my Letter ha

ther. lock upon
his  whipcord
lot, that he percei-

need were , 1 could tell him of another,
that thioks my. Letcer \~,hu.1y written
Tumbrel, though

{lily puc in to
dn,r;unu the bufine(s ; and more
fuch Stories 1 could tell you : For you
know, Sir, my manaer of Life and Pro-
feffion oft-timcs calls into Company,
where People (as fure as the dnfwerer
thinks he has got me ) talk very freely
of my Lette 1 think the As
hor is many \1!]\.3 off: ~ And the other
i where [

heard that fome ]‘C()pic (befides the An-
Jwerer) were angry : but for what, they
profefied they could e tell ; and a-
mongft the reft , I mufk be asked, Whe-
ther 1 had obférved any Hure in the
Book: To which I anfered (it not be-
ing convenient at that time to be mo-
deft) no verily, Ifaw none. Upon this,

think 2 litele with my
1. what grounds any onc fhould

sfied ; and I confidered, that the

things that I did reprefent as idle, ufcles,
Dblameable, arc cither in themiclves
really fo, or nots if they be, and Peo-
ple be convinced thereof; it is far more
Manly and Chriftian to abate or forfake
them, thanto beangry for nothing ; but
if fo be I have undervalued lx,,r flions
that are rich and precious, and difliked
things that are very commendable or al-
lowable; 1 fuppofe People are not fuch
Fools as to run Fancy, and
to fear ure Lun\xmx()v\
there’s an end of it.
And he that thinks ic his beft and fareft
way always to begin with ddam ; lct
him, if heé p.uu, begin with the Pra-
adamites ; 1 do not mlu\(l to quarrel
ind he that judges it convenicnt and
faving, to trifie and quibble in_his
o, et him m it alfo in his Prayer (if
he be fo refolv'd) and take along with
him a pair of Zawks Bells, if the Ru-
brick will allow of it ; Fll affure him I
will not write againft him, for I have
done. .In like manner, if any Man be
determined again{ I\xm, and is

nded
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offended atme for withing him the great
?lber, lec him ftay where heiis; for

o not intend to get a Writ to the She-
riff, to force him into a better Pr
ment's and if there be any one that will
not have his Dairy increafed , but will
dote upon the (ieet Socicty of his fingle
Cow ; if he be {o et upon her, let him
take his Pleafure flill, and ferch her up
daily, and fomctimes £ifs her

old Woman did, when fhe faid, every

as they like) Butin my Opinion, a
fimall Zaity Boy, although he cannot re-
duce a Syllogifm, nor knows any thing
at all of the firft Tea Perfecutions, may
do the bufinefs as well'; 'if fhe be not
very curft and bad tempered. - And if,
after this, any body be il angry, lec
him hold off a_ little before he raves,
and confider, that I am not fo dainty
mouth'd, as thacT muft have Difcourfés
purpofely provided for my own curiofi-
ty and {queamithnefs ; becaufe, Sir, you
may very well remember, that what I
hinted at in my former, were not things
of my own difliking ; but as [ told you,
were generally difpleafing.  And indeed,

my bufinefs, to give a fhort Hiftory of

95

what was derided or blamed, than ftu-
died to invent or complain of what
might be reprefented unproficable or ri-
diculous.

And though the Axfwerer may think,
Sir, that | have made it my bufine(s ¢-
ver fince Forty . to liften at Church
Windows, or taking the pretence of my

{ ; or to em-
veral Coun-
ck all the Sermons that

get together (
Twenty or Thirty

bolar-like P
all pofiible difadvantage, to the difpa-
ragement of the Clergy, yet ke and the
World may know, that this was o far
from my Employment or Intentions,
that I had quite finifl'd what I defign’d
in my firft Letter, before I thought it
convenient to infert fo much as any one
Story ; and however harfh, unkind or
difingenuous 1 have been before, yer T
will now be {o civil, as not to fay what
liccle pains I was at, or how few Books
1 {earch’d into, to furnith my felf with

meaning.  And I cannot help it, if fome
f

g in my fiefk Lerrer, I'did racher make it fit and proper Inftances to & plain my
ﬁ‘ﬁﬁ §11 what a
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thofe

mean that are

with fome
ufe in their /
wfwerer in cenflring

litele skill in the nicet
critical ripenc(s of

ot of one
as well in
If indecd v
m]unr\

y to the P
and my fe
reaching prudenc
tepminations , had
clare as yet by
ordinary
plain m, and th;

to loc

y and unhope-

know

¢ Printed
Seventy Onc,
had been fome

d nol to Jc
k up rhmg< that
recive: and com-

even (,y’/,’//m of Ten

Years of Age, obferveand make fport

with 5 is doubtlefs onc of

the great /-

trigues that fpring forth from the very

of Policy.
ermon,

dred or a Thoufand

Minifler out of Impradeénce,

cation , or {ome other
pens to thir
rs, or to make

I go fuppole, to
where there be Five Hun-

People ; and the
bad Edu-
Misfortune, hap-

of very ftrange Mera-

ufe of very bad
Tales,

, no body clle fha
Bur perhaps,
the Chure

m up\.\[, and the Secret, that Idefig
od for my ;oWn private e nfure, by tl
next Moming is_goteen ail about th

opole 1 am sinted with

the C y , whote Condition 1s
low and m:\.)n,m‘.«:x, xwu they

before the

fome of
fo very
are forced to run
Week, to pr
pick up or t
lings ;

Anfwerers the fam

'H{x; likewife by all means s mu ul be con-
cealed, becaufc old ob-

Lnaum, All things

20 be faid at all times.

And now, going to
fay, that [ I ne with the nfiverer;
which could f
it were the happicft thing that
faid chefe Twelve Months 5 b mufk
not fcape fo : For after I had {pent the
prime of my Strength, and wafled my
beft Spirits amonglt Greek and Latin,

fay witha fafe

have
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Prefaces and Divifions, Metaphors and Si.
wdes , and many other fuch like
ies 5 up ftares a frefh and dapper

Gemtleman, cal Pofifeript : Dear Sir,

T know not whether r I fhall write

to. you again ; therefore let me beg i

of you for once, as you:value your

own Reputation , - yougdiftare , your

Health, Life and Liberty, and the wel-

fare of your Relations , for the future

beware Of Pofiferipts; you never fels
the Jiurdy Blows, the

rp Thrufls, and
uch an Adverfary

I know, Sir, your Temper in-
clines you to bold and great things ;
and it'is not a Le , and a Lerter
100, that can cafily afright you:. But
yet I beg it once again, that you reckon
a Pofifeript the moft dangerous of al
After-claps. ~As for Appendixes, Corol
laries upplements , Conclufions , Cointi-
nuations, and fuch like finall Shor, thefe
are not to be dreaded ; but when a
Letter comes tail'd with a Pofif. :
and concerning Abigail too, that takes
you off juft in the middle. What a
Fool was I, that I could not as well
have puc in Berte or Bidde, Sufan or
Sarah ; but muft make the Aufiverer
angry,

[ 991
angty, and put in Abizail; or if 1 had
put her in, what had I to do © nqublc
my (If concerning the Chaplain's fitting
Jo clofe to ber 2 Is it to be expeéted thar
every Gentleman fhould maintain Two
Tables, to keep them at a diftance 2 or
that he fhould keep a Servant on pur-
pofe to watch private Winks, treading
upon Zoes , twicching of Napkins, or
breaking of Merry-thoughts under-board 2
And is thercrany thing more matural,
than for prettine(fes
and for Jaking to begat ¢
what if ady
afterwards beget a Ficaridge » 1 hope a
Chaplain that has been truc, trufty and
ferviceable, if Prefermenc falls, may de-
ferve before a Stranger. Well, 1fee I
was a Fool, and there’s an end of it. Butr
for all that, 1 believe the Gentlemen have
not as yet laid their Swords in 0y,
trimm’d up their Fire-L =
feript advilcs
word that they love me, and naderftand
me; and that the dnfwerer is out of his
wits.

With whom I am fo perfectly tired,
that I can fcarce fee his Book, bur that
Lam prefently ready to fall afleep, He

that
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that’mifunderftands but now and than,
or where there is any pretence or ground
for it, is very pardonable; bur to
do it through and through, from his
very. Preface to his Poffcript ; nay, even
as far as Dr. J ’
lar of Be

to be endu

me to, he thinks he
made me e {aicsfaction, in
quelling m ! with
as fome fharp and r might
have done ; Zat fas (as he fays, p; 83.)
difeours’d with me all ile as with
a Jtranger, and has

y little betrayd
that be has any knowledge of me.. Where-
d he not been very fparing and
courtcous , he could have blafted - my
credid , and for ever wounded my repue
He could have told the World ,
That my great Graudfather to. his
« knowledge, was a very turbulent
“ fellow in Queen Flizaleth’s reiga 3 and
< did moft heartily wifly that the Spa-
“ yiards -might have fucceeded in their
“ Invafion : That my great Uncle by my
was - fuppofed to have
had an hand o the Guw-powder Plot,
upon

ha

rarion

[ o1
“upon fome fmall prejudice chat he
% had conceived againft Xing Fanes 5 thac
neareft Relations , in the late

were' moft of them Churci-
ers, Sequestrators, and Excife-mzn 5

“ and that onc of them in particular ,
intimately acquainted with Brad-
“ fhaw and Zrefon; that I my fclf was
“born in the moft quarrelfome and
{editious Zown in all the Nation; and
“ that Twould not fuck of any body
« but of a peevifb and fehifmatical Nurfe
“noreat any milk, but fuch as came
“ fom a kicking and ilbaturd Cow'; that
“fo foonas 1 could climb up a chair
* or {tool, my only delight was to tear
“ Bibles , and all ‘good  Boeks apieces 3
“and afterwards (as I grew able) to
“ pull down the Church-yard-pales to
“let in the FHogs, to root out new bu-
“ ried people out-of their Graves ; thae
* I did not care for robbing any mans
Orchard, or plucking any-mans Geefe,
but the Ainisters ; thatThad a little one,

“ privately out at Nurfe, by that time
1 was cighteen years of age ; and that
“T gave Five and Six-pence a Week,
“befides Soap, Starch and Candle; his
“Name was Belfbazzar,and hehad brow
H Hair 5
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“ Hair ; and fo on and on I went, with
“ conflant and peculiar {pight  againft
“ Ministers, till, to the difcredic of our
“ Qharch , 1 writ the Contempt of the
Afeer this fort, Sir, might
Anfiverer have dealt with me, fape
pofing he would have been fevere, and
taken notice that lie was acquainted with
me; but fuppofe Sir, that his Zuforms
tion fails him , and that the perfor he
writes again{t,may either be of the Houfe
of C , onc of the Life-guard, a
Builder of Ships, ot a  High Conftable;
then let me tell him, thac if T be one
of all thofe (which T am, for ought he
does know , or ever fhall know) that
he has loft almoft all the cighey firft page,
and abundance ‘more up and down his
Book : For whereas he there advifes me
to get a Licenfe to be Univerfity Preack-
to fet up a rumning Leture, to call te
uring  Minifters , 1o
ch without Preface,
, Inferences, or the like; it had
been altogether as proper for him (unle(s
he had known me better ) to bid me
ock my Gun, prime my pan, face albout to
the right, or to have fcr me to any other
wployment, il he had been more
fure,

o103 4

fure, where Idwelt, or how I fpent my
time : For’ why fhould any  troubic
themftlves to enquire after me , for I
am very well, thank God, and with all
mankind {o.  But Iknow it is the hu-
mour of the Anfwerer , and fome few
more, to believe things to be true and
falfe, according to the Autkors age,
bulk, profeffion, complexion, and Coure.
ty. Such athing, fays one, isas plain,
and evident as ‘may be, if the Author
lives at London 5 but if at Tork ; in my
opinion he is fomewhat obfcure ; and
remove him but to Durbam, and he is
the greateft Jyar in the world, next unto
the suge one himfelf. Yes truly, fays ano=
ther, that may poffibly be ; nay, I can
cefec how it can be otherwile, if he
were not fo very fat and ancient; and
or ought any body knows, the Author
is as thin as a Wafer, and never did as
yet fee fifty.

Buc as [ faid before, Sir, T am quite
tited; ‘and have nothing more to fay to
the Anfwerer, butonly to let him know,
That had it not been for the fake of thac
licele which is now to follow, I had been
fo rude and unmannerly o him, and fo
vecy kind to my felf, as not to have taken

3 any
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any notice of whathe had written.  And
indeed, before I go any further, T muft
folemly beg pardon of every one thar
hath read his 4afiver, for {eeming fo far
to fulpect their Judgments, as to £0 a-
bout o point and dire@ to miftakes,
that lic o thick and obvious 5 and ha-
ving obtained that, Sir, I hope alfo, that
where your flf, or any other Reader ,
fhall find your felves very much grieved,
with the trifling and fmall entertainment
which this fecond Letrer only affords,
that you will attribute fome parc of it
tothe flenderne(sof that ftuff] which the
Anfierer gave me to deal with , as well
asto my great indiferetion in undertak-
ing it. And {ofarewel Anfiverer for this
year, and all that fhall follow,

Andthus, Sir, Ihave briefly fhewn, that
as it was altogether againft my defign, to
bring any of the Clergy into contempr, {0
I'have faid nothing, nor after {uich a man-
ner, as fhould by any Refons be cohcluded
to do the fame 5 bue if there be any fo
weak,and o regardlefs as to miftake me 5
theyare cither fome of the giddy and
fofe-headed Noneconformifts , or fome of
the idle and inconfiderable Laity.

As

[ ros ]

As for the firft, whothink themfclyes
theonly Saints of the Age, and to be
now iz chains for Chrift, and his caufe-
Let me tell them, that they have no rea-
fonat all to rejoyce atmy fiefk Eetter,
becaufc they there find, that fuch is the
impradence or unhappinefs. of fome of
the Clergy, as fometimes to occafion their
own contempt.  For if they pleafe to exa-
minc again what is there vritten, chey
will then perceive their dear Brethren to
be as much concerned as any body clfe,
and to have as great a fhare in thofe in-
ftances that are produced out of idle
Sermons : But Idid not fer them our by
themfelves upon two accounts ; Firfk,
becaufe till they do conform, care is ta-
king by Authority,that they may not pub-
lickly render the Miniftry contemptible
by their ridiculous Preaching. And in the
next placc, becaufe all their foolerics,
idleneffes and infignificant canting, are fo
peculiarly and faichfully féc forth in the
forementioned Friendly debates, that T
could fearce think of any thing that
could beadded ; but, becaufe thofe rea-
fons I find were not {ufficient, and that
Lhear that fome of them fay, % is now
very plain, how the world is altered, and

H 3 what
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what lamentable preaching and trifling thers
is, now they are filen ?
caufe Iwould not have /em too much
fpoiled and exalted, in thinking tl
felves the only poor remam e
that can difpenfs the mord. profitably,
and fpeak foue, shetorie. andl gudinelos
they may pleafe tobelieve. it that if [
had tholight they would have been fo
miftaken , I could have found out as
many follies and extravagancies, in one
days time, out of their Sermons and
D vw_vﬁ’:, as in a week any where ¢l
To tell Stories, you know, Sir, is cnd-
lefs and tedious ; but however, for once
T muft beg leave tobe a little trublefome,
thar what T now faid, fome body elfe
may belieye befides my felf. There is
therefore ore now amongft them, who is
counted one of their moft precious fufferers,
and a mofk healsng inferument ; who is fo
full of idle phanfies, metaphors, fimilitudes,
and all fuch like frochy difparaging fuffs
that you may fer him almoft againt
twenty of the moft imprudent conforming
Preachers,thar are ta be found amongt us.
OF his rich yein of wi fhall only give you
one inflance; which is upon that of the
R, But his delight isin the Lam of

1he

[ 107 1]
the Lord. Where he obferves that every
word has its emphafis, and therefore he
begins with the firlt word, BUZ, This
BUT, fays: he, is full of [piritual win
we will broach ity and tafte alittlethen pro
ceed. He had better have faid, it was
full of [piritual cakes, or precious ftones =
For this Bt will hold no morc Wine, than
a Net or a Sieve; and one had as good
go about to Aroach one of them, as this
But : Or if he would have made the thing
credible, he fhould have faid, d
But is a [og J
as one did that repeated ic
Author) then you know, Sir, it is
and poffible as may be, and we might
have lroacked prefently : But . of all
things, T fhould have been moft pleafed,
if for once he would have {poken in Za-
tin 3 and told us, that this um,
cxim, vero, is full of [piritual wincs For
then the wiz would have been more ad-
mired for lying a great way off. [ fup-
ofc T need not go on, Sirs you canniot
but be fufficiently fatisfied concerning
the grear ftretch of his fancy. 1 migh
alfo, Sir, fecing that we have fec him
as he will have it) give you juft
a tafte of his Metaphorical faculty. What
H 4 chink

s plain
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the bar

Prayer, and jifbing for
What think You of God’s laying the foul
whitening > Do you not think, Sir, that
it would very much alter the countenance
of the Wafbmaid, to find two or three
large fouls beacking amongft her Jimmen?
Butto fpeak the truth of it. the peculiar
knack, gift and glory of this Gew/s
confift chicfly in making. of Jiknefl
b he is (o lucky, ar c
lifl

ina very fhort cime, I found Afed,
to be like almoft a bundred feveral

’
. are very well
isfied, if he will not carry us much
further: then he calls us out to vidduals,
and after that, Meditations is like chen-

ng

[ 109 ]
ing of the Cud : now we muft walk A-
broad, and Meditation_is like: climbing
up into a tree ; but if that be not high
enough, it is like a Maunt or a high Towers
burifwe have govany ftrain with c/imbing,
tation islike going into a Bath: And
if after lathing we grow hungry again,
F ation is. the pallate by
¢d 3 and immediacely after, 7z
els eating of Mamna: And five
lines after , like a Cordial to be drunk
A So thatin a very little compafs,
litation is bing Lathing , tafling,

7

three pages
Christian is to take the Air again, and
to be mounted, but not {o highas before,
but upon a fiery Stced; and then Medita-
tion is the Chriftion’s curbing it ; and
I know not well how it comes abourt, bur
itss alfo like a powerfil Loadftone ; and for
the next Line, it is like a Cork
And foon after, like diftilling
ters, and like beating of Ircenfe
but now we go far and deep, and Medi-
tation is like digging [piritual Gold out of
the Mine of the Promifes 5 but we foon
come above ground again for a little
while, and Meditation is like digging a-
out
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bout the Roots of a Tree ; but down a-
gain prefently, for Me ditation is like dig
ging in the Mine of Ordinan We had
not been in this Mine as yet, we had
only digg'd in the Mine of the Promifes
before : But T am L\!mxd Sir, you will
fay you have enough ; if not, w
on. And Me. z/z'.wm is /IAP the Sel
which keeps the Cloth from rovelling ; o
like a Hammer that the Nail to
the Head 5 or like rubling a Man ina
Swoon 5 or like a Bee fucking out of the
Flower of Truth preacht, and working it
in the Hiveof the Heart. Furthermor
Meditation is the ballaft of the Heart
the Bellows of the Affeiions ; and the //t,v
that hatcheth good Affections ; and like
the Sails of the Ship, notwi 1th1lnmlmg,
that it was like the Ba/Zaf? jult now: Buc
1 fuppofe the Aurkor does not mean the
fame Ship he meant before, but fome o-
ther. Bue faffer me I pray, Sir, to put
thefe Grapes once mare into the Prefs (as
an Acquaintance of his fays in a Sermon)
Meditation 15 like going to Plough , like
Oyl to the Lamp, liké aGun full of Powder
(but Prayer without Faith, is like aGun
difcharged- without a Bullet) like wet Tin-
der, like aWhip, like a Profpective Glafs,

a

[ x1r ]
en Ladder, a Dove, a Touchflone,
fpiritual Index. Yo was juft now the

‘OyZ, but he holds not long in the fame

Mind , for now ‘it is the Lamp it [elf,
that s to Le fed with the Oyl of Reading ;
but then joyn it with Examination, and
1' is like the Sun on the Dial. And laft-

joyn it with pradice, and it is like a
air :/( Compaffes.

And now, Sir, am I not as ‘good as
my word 2 have Inot fhewn you a s,
chat is very fruitful and precious > Is it
poffible to be weary, where there is {uch
varicty of fi He begins with you
at bome, then calls you abroad ; brin
you /ni again, then out at Sea, then
Tor the Judies, ¢ carrying you into Mies,
feveral Mines, Prom:
dinance-Mines 5 this muft needs be melt-

l; And T queftion not,

# leads us through a

great part of mecharick and natural  Phy-
lofoph;, {o, had he thought of ‘if, and
been burt ara little more leifure, his fancy
could have made Meditation like all the
Animals in Gefuer, and all the Plants in
Gerrard ; for fome fimall reafon, or pret-
ty report or other ; For when his hand
was 10, what had itbeen for him to have
faid,
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faid, that Meditation is like an OStrich,
3 Pheafant-cock, ot a Robun-red-breast |
orlike a Whale, a Pike, or a Gudgean>
for kdenot atall doubt bur that avery {fmall
Inventor may devifeas good a reafon for
all thofe Zikeneffes, as.he that faid, that
Faith was like a Flounder, that luid a
Christian flat upon the Promifes.

After him comes another Bartholomen
Gentleman, with a_huge hawper of Pro-
mifes , and he falls a trading with his
Promifes, and applying of Promifes ,
and refing upon Promifes, that we can
hear of nothing buc Promifes : Which
#rade of Promifes hefo ingrofs'd to him-
felf; and tholc of his own Congregation,
that in the /ate times he would not fo
much as et his near Zinfimen, the Press
yterians, to have any dealing with the
Promifes : And to forward this trade of
Promifes , the poor deceived creatures
muft be lately abufed witha new fore of
Cancordance, by ¥. confifting of Com-
mands , Threatnings and Promifes ; and
befides, left people thould take hold of,
and apply a curfe inftead of a Alefling,
and a threatning inflead of a Promife,
they are all fer foreh with their particular
marks : Sa that now I fuppofe, the trade

of

P

[ 3]
of Promifes will fuddenly ‘hereupon be
much amended , and grow ftrangely
quick and lively. And to be fhort (be-
caufe this Gentleman has been fufficient-
ly taken notice of, by alate worthy
Author exeept it be idle preaching ‘a-
bout expericuces , difpenfarions , manife-
Stations, difcoveries, improvements, pled-
priviledges , and  prerggatives 5 out=
s and returss, and fach
infignificant, cantiug words
and phrafes ; there is fcarce any thing
to befound in him, or any of thofé that

are admircrs of his way.

And, as this fo much admired ove
has apeculiar trade in Promifes, 1o others
there be, who are very much for #rafick-
ing with Chrift : Awd in ithe late times,
we may remember what a fubtile 7rade
was driven this way, and what a perfect
Merchandize they made of Chrift , and
what abundance of ‘eminent holders forth
of Chrift and his Caufe, were fent into
the Cauntry to fell Chrift for Spoons,
Bodking and Thimbles - But amongft all
thofe that were then employed , none
ever was found to make {o very good a
return of Chrift as H. P. was obferved
10 do; for he could prefently -call the

People
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People together, and tell them, “ That
“he heard at Zowdon

, thar they were
without Chriff, and he came on pur-
“ pofe to bring them Chriff, and whae
““a great deal of Money he was offered
< upon the Road for Chrift, but he was
“ refolved to part with Chriff to no
“ body , till the Beloved that he was
 preaching to, had had the refifal of him ;
“and if they did intend to trade with
him, they muft down with their Duft
inftantly : for to his Knowledge, the
Papifisdid offer a very vaft Sum of
Money for England’s” Chrift 5 and
therefore , if they did not make all
poffible haft to {end in their Plate and
Fewels, he would be foon fhipd, and
 carried away to Rome. - But may fome
fay , What if cruel Cavalier fhould
come, would not then our Chriff be
in grear danger, after all our coft a

“ charges, might not he plunder us of
“ our Chrifl 2 No: Cavalier indeed is
cruel, and may get away your fboul-
der of Mutton, -may get away your
Children | may get away your Wife,
‘and may get away your very Bible,
“and he may come alfo for your Chriff,
" buc he cannot get away your Chris?;

for

[ rrs ]

< for Chrift is yours, and he is Gods; and
“ therefore down with your Money. Ido
not fay that all that were fent forth then
to repeat the word Chriff, (for that was
then, and is fhill by many called preack-
ing of Chrift) did carry along with them
fuch knavifli Intentions ; but fure I am,
that the vain repetition of fuch good
Words, is flill too often that which the
Nonconformifts call powerful Preaching ;
when as there is nothing at all that is
meant by themfelves, or can be under-
flood by their Aearers. And this made
Bifbop Tayler fay in his Epiftle to the
Reader, before his fhort Catechifm, That
a plainCatechifm doth more inftrui a Soul,
than a whole days prate which fome daily
Jpit forth, to Lid Men ger Chrift and
erfecute bis Servants ; for he was very

ware, that thefe great Zealots that
talk {o much of Chriff and his Zutereft,
were as forward to Chear, Steal, or
commit any Villanics, as thofe that
had never heard of Chrift, or the Do-
éirine that he preached. And indced, I
had now taken very lictle notice of what
was then done amongft them, if that
idle, empty and infignificant Preaching
had ceasd with the Times ; bu ftill 1
find
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find People fo ftudious to deceive, and
o willing to be deceived , that fuch
prattle amongft many , {lill bears the
Name of the only faving, powerful and
And indeed, though
ule every one of that Par-

the utmoft extravagancics of the

lies ; yet Tam very certain

greateft part, or at’ leaft

mous and prevailing amongft them, are
fo generally addidted to canting, infig-
nificant Phrafes, and tedious Zautologies,
that fhould we compare their continual
Religious Novfenfe, with the indifcretions
of the Conformifts , thefe would appear
tolerably Sober and Wary Rbertori-
cians.

And this is (o plain from what has
been already mentioned, that very lictle
need to be {aid furthier ; but only it hap-
pens that I have now by me, a Book
aall'd Apples of Gold for” young Men and
young Women; a Book {o famous amongft
them, that it has to my Knowledge
deceived theWorld to no lefs than Eight
Editions ; and yer when we look into
it (notwithftanding the Subject is very

and profitable) we fhall there find
ittle

[ 117 1]
lietle befides Chriff, the Soul, Confeience,
Fairh, and fuch like very good words,
over and over repeated to very {mall
purpofe, and as often ufher'd in with an
engaging and crying Introduétion , of
Ah! young Men'; and fometimes, Ah.!
young Menand Women, Itis all one,
Sir, where you open the Book, his Rhe~
torical Humour is {o very much the
fame. b ({ays be, Page181.) young
Men, young Men , if you muft needs be
leaning, then lean wpon precious Promifes,
that is bigher than your
Lord efus Chriff, as
Jhin did ; Johin Zeaved much Joh, 21,200
and Chrift loved him much. Ab.! lean wpon
Chrifi's Wilidom, lean upon his Power, lean
upon bis Purfe , lean wpon his Eye , Jear
upon bis Righteoufuefs, lean upon bis Blood,
lean upon bis Merit. Now, Sir, we well
underftand and know the meaning of
Chriff's Wifdom, Power , Righteosfnefs ,
and the like ; but to make ahuge clat-
tering of Chrif, and a long empry rtattle
of Leaning, and to make People figh
and cry by mere repetition of Scripture
Words, when pethaps there is- Irtele fur-
ther fign of Senfe, than fhating of the.
Head, and wringing of Hands, has much
i more




[1181]
more in it of popular Deceit, than popular
Rletorick : Bur having fet out with the
1, for the fine' fgurative moife
f together, that is to be con-
tinued as'long as Lungs can hold, never
inding to what it 15 joyn'd, or how
is applied. . And whence do you think,
ame all'this idle rant about Jeaning
only from' Jobr's being placed next to
our Savior’at Supper , and laying his
Head o' Elffow'in " his Bofam ; therefore
young Men , if they would be eaning ,
they muft ryn their Feads into our Sa-
viow’s Purfe, and et their Elbows into
his Eyer. “And from this place of Scrip-
ture alone, arife all their infignificant
canting, about a Believer's leauing. and
rolling upon- Chrift, it being no where
clfe mentioned in the whole New Tefta-
ient 5 but only where it is {aid, that Ja-
cob Leaning upon the top of his Staff. And
as he here” runs away with the Word
ing ; o the very fame Merhod he
for any thing “elfe, thar he fhall
happen upon. Tt is faid you know Sir,
fal. 1. v, Curfed be the Deceiver which
bath’ in his Flock 3 Male, and yet offereth
#0 the Lord a corrupt thing. Upon which,
immediately follow ; )/ young Men and
Women

[

who are like Altiind .1
many Males in your

Mile in. the §
ick s your. I
are a Male in the s and your Gifts
are a Male in the Fi &e. And where-
as here he mentio ly Streagth mlx.l
Parts in general, as b
Flock , yet if his Br would have
lafted, e could have made every Finger
and 7o that a Young Man has, to be
Male in the Flock ; and [ wonder hn\»:
he miS'd Fudzment, 4 ey, and
the Five

got them. And thi
chicfly confift the pawer and ed
nefs (as they call ic) of their Pre
ing, and by which they thin
felves fo far to excel the Inf
the conformable Minifter
could not fay the Word c
in an hour, as the moft pawerful and edi-
fying of them ; and T wonder where lics
the myfery and great difficulty of
gified fore of Rhetorick. Tam difcourf-
ing fuppofe abouc the pardon of fin,
and I bring in that of the Pfalmifi ,
fed is he e tranfarefion is

1
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Upon which occafion I exert m
and pour fourth thus. It is not,
the bonourable man,but bleffed is the pardon’d
manyit is not blelled is the rich man, but blef:
is the pardon’d man ; it is not bleffed is
arned man, but bleffed is the pardow'd
it is not bleffed is the politick man,
beffed is the pardon'd man; it s nor
fed is the viclorious man, but bleffed
asthe pardow'd man.  Or T am preaching
fuppole about rememler thy Creator in
the days of thy youth, and 1 gufh forth
after this manner: 4b ! that young men and
women would but in the. morning, of their
youth feek, yea, feek carly, feek diligently,
Jeek primarily, [eck umweariedly, this God,
who is the greateft good ; the leSt good,
the moft defirable good; who is a fuitable
good , a pure good, a fatisfying good ,
a total good, and an eternal good. Now,
may not a Conformist, though of
an ordinary invention, and not endued
with the fublimeft giftedneffes of our
Separatiihs , fay , [eek, feck, feck, feck,
&c. or god, good, good, good, &c. T am
very ferious, Sir, and you knowit, and
T wifh thofe that 1am now fpeaking of,
would think o too, and lay afide their
indlefs pretences to gifts, and preach
like

[ x2x

like Men and Chriftians : for 1ble(s Almigh=
1y God, Tlove all the World, and wifh
thar all men were wife to the falvation
of themfelyesand others. ~ And notwith-
ftanding, that many of them arc fo f
ward to boaft of their fpiritual attain-
ments and - improvements and will tell
you, How often they have fiveat at Prayer,
and how long they frequented Ordinarces,
and what abundance of days they kept, an
time they [pent, in applying of Promifes,
and. registring experiences , before they
could arrive to this corverting and heart=dif-
folving preaching : ycr foff all that, it
favours fo much of the satural man, that
T queftion not acall, but that the very
glory, and heart-breakingpefs of it (which
chiefly confift in an endlefs repetition of
the fame words) may be cafily acquired
by a Lad of fixceen years of age.ina
Months time. To make , Sir, this
plain, Tl give you but one inftance of
very high improvements in this kind ; it
is upon this particular , wiz. A old
Difeiple, an old Chriftian is Rieh ‘in
Spiritual. Experiences.  Whereupon he
thus proceeds : O the experiences that
an old Chriftian hath of the ways of God,
of the workings of God, of the word of

=ty God,

3
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Spirit, of the fea Spi-

7it, of .ihé wlbnefings of Spirit, and

of the cemforts and- joys of the Spirir!
Spirit

O-the flories that awold Chriftian can tell

you, of the evil of fin, of the bitternefs
of ’(;;. the: deceitfulnefs of fin, the ?
ency of fin, and the happinefi of the o

gueft aver fin |- O the flarics that y

i of the fares of Sasan, the d

the temptations of Satan, the rage of Sa~

¢ of Satan, the whatchfnef of

! the ways of triumphing ever

you fce, Sir, are flories

X % G an, an old Difciple
can tell you, But de you not think

that ong may procurc. a very ymmé

iftian, fuch as 1 before-mentioned,

who

[237]
who by the help of two "or three,
femes ; and” a licele Skl 0" Fudex
fhould be able to tell” you as many
divine §ories as thefe; dnd 2 hundred
more , if it fhould be convenient 2 may
not he'in a {mall time;, léach’to begin
with divine ffories of God, the Scriptures,
Chrift, the Holy Ghost , of Sin; of ‘Sa-
tan 3 and may he not improye in the
ufe of his SyfZeme, -and in time venture
to turn on, and tell you divine ftories
of the Covenant of Grate, of the Sacra-
ments, of the five points, of the ten Com-
mandments”, or -of any. thing clic with
very great caf¢, according as he thinks
to contim

e his divine Stories.

I fuppofe, Sir, it “were needlefs o go
about to fatisfie you further , that this
gifted fore of preaching , that pretends
‘more than ordinary to come from above,
hasas licclein it of diffsulty or miracl
as of profit. T cannot, I muft confefs,
imagine wherein the powerfulnefs, -and
infpiration of that glofs confifted , that
is made by one of this party that 1 am
now fpeaking of, concerning going out
of owr febves , and faying , come Lovd
veturn s O Lord not return 5 O my trade
return O return, O our Ships returns nok
4 return,
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return, O our peace return; but return, O

Lord, return, 0 Lord, Nor of thar Wwhich

was made by auother upon thofe words :

Zhe Fear of the Lord is clean 5 clean withe

i1y and clean without ; clean and

clean belows clean.on the left Hand, and

clean on.the right 5 clean on this fide, clean

on that 5 cleam at bome, and clean abroad,

Nowam I as fure as ean be, that fome
of thefe People will prefently ery out,
and fay, that L am againlt 1he fear of the
Lord, " and againft. Chrift and bis Intereft;
and that Lam againf all Soul-foftning means,
and all foul-melting means. " And (as it is
in the forementioned Apples of Gold) 7 am
a difcourager of all thar is God-ward, of all
that isChrift-ward, beaven-ward, and holi-
nefs-ward; and thac T am for Joul-hardning
Company , foul-hardning Principles , and
[outbardning Examples ;. and tor Jifer-
g of Peaple 1o go on in delufjons, that are
Chrift-dethroning , and Confeience waft-
g, and Soul-undoing Opportunities. 1
they do, I cannot help it ; but howe-
ver, 1 blefs Almighty God, that T was
born of Chriflian” Parents > and thac T
was brought up in the Clriftian Faith ;
and I hope, that by the Divine affiftance,
7 fhall continue in the fame, and in well-
doing

[r25]

doing to my lives end. And whatever
Opinion they may have of me, I know
not 3 but notwithftanding , I do moft
heartily wifli, that fuch as have fpent
their time in reading of Books an‘,l‘vén-
mons about Experiences, gettingof Chriff,
and the like, would change them all a-
way for the whole Duty of Man; that a-
bounds with very pious and Intelligible
Rules of Godly Living, and ufeful know-=
ledge tending to Salvation.

And 1 do wifl furthermore, that fuch
of the Nonconforming Clergy, that are of
this Humour, Way and Style; that they
would advife, or fuffer, at leaft, fuch as
arc now, or have been heretofore their
Hearers and Admirers, to read fome o-
ther Baoks befides their own, and hear
fome other Men  Preach befides them-
felves : For as it has been alrcady made
out, that the way of their Difcourfcs
is not fo much above Human induftry
and invention, as that it fhould require
any morc extraordinary Affiftances, or
more peculiar Illuminations , than the
Conformifts may bave juft reafon to pre-
tend to ; fo in good truth as confident
as they are of the I[z.w{[n_’zw/\tt imc

Sonvertingnefs - ( as they call it) of their
Convertingnefs - ( as they of il
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Method and Expreffions, they have very
lieele grounds, or good Authority, for
that manner they proceed in.  For, fup-
pofe, they fhould be fo full of tham-
felves and their own indowments ;. as
not to atend to the Examples of the
firft Famous Chriftians, Saints and Pri-
mitive Fathers, nor to the Rules of the
beft and moft Fudicious Orators ; yet if
they will be cither guided and perfivaded
by what our Saviour Preacht himfelf, or
) ections which he gave to
his Difeiples for fo doing; they will
find very little encouragement cither to
dote upon, and admirc only their own
Proceedings , or fo feverely to cenfre
and undervalue thofe that fhew nor all
willingnefs to be deceived by them. And
in the firlt place, we are phinly inttru-
{th, as to what our iowr himfelf
fpoke , raught or preacht; as well as
after what manner he expreficd his mean-
ing. We very well remember what he faid
to the young Man that enquired how he
fhonld attain eternal Life. He did - not
fay, get me, get fat hold of me, get your
Arms. full of me 5 but keep the Command=
away your Eftate; which
Iaft in thofc times was ncceffary for

fuch

[ 127 ]
fch as intended to be Difciples of Chrift.
In like manner , When the Publicans and
Sauldiers came to knows what they fhould
Wo's he did ot bid them, Zuke bold of
bim, fasten upon him, and put their Arms
round abour him 5 -but bad the firfk of
them ( whofée Employment might tempe
them to cheatitg and bribery) exacl o
more than what ihe Emperor “demanded :
And bad the others, fe cantented with
their Wages and Pay; and not do wir-
lence, plunder or fteal. And it was well
that it was Chrift himfclf thar faid this,
or elfe by chance ( amongft thefe lofty
Teachers) this might have gone for
(s, carnal Reafoning , and for fuch
inftructions as Alexander ot
L never believed
any thing of Chrift, might have given
1o their Collellors and Armies. By theic
Places and the like, Sir, it is very eafic
to perceive after what manner our Sa-
viour raught and preacht; for whatever
lie fpoke was Preaching, although what
he faid upon the Mount (being a more
continued Difcourfe ) was morc particu-
larly call'd his Sern So that thus
far ‘'we fce, that whilft Chriff preached
Chrift, that is, of himfclf and his Do
Etrine,
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&rine, here’s not a word of getting of
Chrilt, or getting into Chrift, or getting
a fhare, a Stock, an interest in Chris, of
any fuch like ftaring, and infignifican
Expreffions. In the nexe place, let us
fee what order and inftructions he gave
to his Difciples about their Preachin
St. Mark tells us, Mark 16, 15, Thar
2 bad them go into the World: and preach
the Gojpel, &c.  St. Matthew tells us,
Mat. 28. 19, 20, he bad them , Go and
teach all Nations, hfnuag them , &c.
and  reaching them to obferve all th ings
whatfoever e had commanded them, Now,
Sir, if there can be any other meaning
of thefe laft words, than that (after Peo-
ple were baprized or admitted into Chri-
ftianity) the Difeiples fhould fpend their
time in teaching and explaining fuch
things as Chriff himflf had taught or
preacht to them, which were. niot firch
Riddles, Charms and #i kling fluff as
thefe People too often pur upon their
Hearers, then (if his Majefty will pleafe
to give me leave) I will promife never to
come at any Church again, fo long as [
can find out the leaft creeping Conven-
#icle : So that if thefe People: will be
cither content to preach no loftier than

our

[ 129]

our Saviosr did himfelf, or as he ap-
pointed his Difeiples to do, T am fure
they muft not preach as they do now,
unles they have got fome fecret re-
ferve of Gofpels for their own peculiar
ufe ; or have reccived fome new inftru-
&ions and orders, fince our Saviour
was taken up ; for in all the Gofpels
which we: are acquainted withal , we
can find nothing elfe bur that Chriff
was the Chrift; and that God for the
future would be worfhip'd after the
manner therein declared.  And he that
preaches this, viz. what Chrift did and
fuffered , and what he fpoke, preaches
Chrift, or his Gofpel, ot bim crucified, ot
bim and the Refurreion, o the Kingdom
of God, ot remiffion of Sins, o the new C;.

wenant, ot Grace and Mercy through 3
all which, and many more, fignifie the
fame ; and not he’ that thunders out
>hriff a Thoufand times in a Sermon ;
faying , Ab! wone but Chrift, none but
Chrift. - ab! none to Chriff, none to
Clrift ; no works to Chrifts, #o Du
w0 fervices to Chrifts ; no_ Prayers, no
Zears to Ghrists ; o righteonfnefs , o
Hulinefs to , lay out for Christ,
make fure o , clofe with Chrifh,

cleave
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cleave to Christ, unite wi /t/,r Chrift, reil,
lean ; voll, 1ofs | tumble. and wadlors s
There is mention made (you
Mat. 28. 20. of Christ be-
) les to the end of the
d to the divine affi-
of the Zioly Ghoit, which they

nd their Surccf(ors fhould have towards

v in the World ; buc thefe
for receiving Love-L
i they are tor ftrange enter-
courfes , correfpondencies, returns, expref-
fes, and T know not what. And, if it

had not pleafed God to have abated
fome of  thofe Extravagancies, by refto-
ring our Charch, in time we fhould have
come to Z wly  Proclamations, and
Heavenly Gazets.  And 1 well remember
there was one amongft them that pres
nndcd to have got “fuch an interest in
Christ, and fuch exadt knowledge of
affairs alove, that he could tell the
People, That he had juft before received
an Exprefs from Chrift Jefus concerning
Such a bufiuefs, and that the Iik was fearce
dry upon_the Paper = At other times he
would fink him{elf in the Pulpit, and
well the People , ke would be with them

again

[ 30 ]
sgain prefently, I would only. fpeak o

word with Chrift; and fo pretending to
to have talk'd with Chrift , he would
come up again foon after, as full of
Chrift and his Advice as might be. And
to conclude this, Sir, how many Hundred
and Hundred times have you heard that
place in the Coloffians, viz. Chrift is all
in all, brought in at the clofe of any
thing that went beforc, only becaufe it
is melting , and may producc Sigh ot
Groan 5 for, if they would but confider
of the Bible , as wellas ger by heart
Wards and Phrafes out of it, they might
then have taken notice of thofe many
Heavenly Exhortations, contained in the
fame Chapter to the Colofians, of living
more pcucabl) godlily and righteoufly
than they had done, before they were

converted to the Chriffian Faith ; and
in particular, that they fhould be now
as kind, juft and faithful to every Man
that they had to deal withal (lec him be
Greek ot Jew, Barbarian ot Seythian,) as
they ufe to be, or fhould be, to their
own Neighbours and Citizens ; fo that

now, Chrift was all iz afl, having taken
avay all Difintions, and made of al
Mankind one Pe It is not, Sir, my
intent
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intent hete to comment upon Scripture ;
bur 1 would to God, that thefe people
that talk fo much, and o endlefly the
word Chrif?, would fpend more time
in explaining his Dorine ; if they did,
I am fire the World would not only
be much wifer, but more peaceable and
better.

And as [ would nothave thefe people
count themfelves the only godly and
faving Znftrubors by abundant ~faying
over new Zeffament words; fo it is a
very idle thing for them to endeavour
to have their preaching believed more
fanctified and fearching , becaufe they
talk often times concerning ‘the Bille,
giving only empty and loofe commenda-
tions of the Scriptures in general- There
are (thanksbe to God) a greac many
Bibles in this Nation ; and though the
Conformists , do not poffibly lay one in
every window , yer their Houfes need
not be {uppofled to be without the Scrip-
tures, nor themfelves withoue the know-
ledgeand ufe of them. And what if
whilft they are in the Puipir, with finger
thruft into the middle of the Book , they
do not Zrandifh it up and down, as if
they would difeharge the\ whole of ic

together

L133]
together at fome bodies head : What if
they do not hold it forth with ftretched
out arm and voice ; and cry aloud, 7kis
is the Book , this is the Book : Here it i ,
is 3 wo Word like this Word, o Book
like this writing ,
i Like reading bere , mo fearching
fidering like con=

is here, th e, the pre=
ciaus promifes are bere.  Yes doubtlefs
(if it be a Bible) they arcall there; and
codus, Leviticus, Num=
and all the reft. But
what is any body the better for this?
Who will read , {earch or confider one
word the more for this empty amazing
noife; ot for fuch as that , which I find
alfo in one of them: Search the Scripture,
Study the Scripture , dwell on the Scrip-
ture , delight in ‘the Scripture , treafure
up the Scripture s no wifdom to Scriptare
wifdom , no knowledge to Scripture know-
ledge,m experience to Scripture experiences,
1o comforts to Scripture comforts , no de~
lights to Scripture delights , #o tions
1o Scripture cowvidtions , mo co
Seripture converfion.  Let them fhe
any where in Scripture (notwithflanding
their
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their extraordinary skill therein) where
any thing is advifed or commanded after
this floathful and flighty way. If the
be for elegant compolure of long penmhy
let them obferve after what manner the
Alts of the Apostles are recorded; if
they be for fhorter Semtences, let them
examine other parts of the holy Scrip-
3 rmJ’ l![xhcy \\'Tuld attempt {n
e, let them read th ph
and let them attend to [ﬁntp'cl:.{:::'gn;
vention, aswell as lofrinefs of expreffion
thar is contai’d in them. Surely, if
they were not charmd with lazinefs
their onc conceits, and a contempt of
all that arc not in their way and blr)zj’
BT would B et e
to thie people ch principles of Chrichin
Religion , and to give fome fober //lr:r-
dtians of living well, and perfivafive rea-
Jons to begin a good life, and proceed in
the fame , than to think that time onl
fanctimonioufly laid out , that is f'pemy
in cying Here, here'; Look, ook 5 See,
fee 5 whereas there is nothing to be feen,
but the outfide of the Bosk , nor any
thing to be heard buta lug §tring p)j
rv’m/: to the fame purpofe ; and yet this
alone muft be calld flafbing , holy wio-
lence,

_and experimental skill the Bib

L2353
lence, preffing upon’, avd breaking into the
Joul ; and all fober , difereet , and well
examin'd inftructions , earthly and bea-
thenifb.

Not lefs idle and extravagant is that
humour of theirs , of loading their Ser-
wmons wich abundance of Scriprure; Where
it is perfectly needlels, and altogether
impertinent. How far the true know=
ledg of one plice depends upon others,
the reft of theworld, thardo not boaft
{o much of Seriprure, do very well under-
ftand, but to heap on Scripture after
Scripture tO no purpofé at all; but to
make their followers Bibles again
with rur’d down proofs , and the St
and clafps togroan with being overcha:
wWith doubld Teaves , is much too fmall a
foundation for them to call or think
themfelves the only true_difpenfers of the
word of God. And that wherein the
excellency of thefe mens humour may
be plainly perceived, is this, That the
lef§ the quored Scripture is really for
their defign (fo it does but found a lictle
towards their meaning) the more it is
admired , this arguing long fearching ,

e, an
a more bidden and well digested ast of
K

2 apply-
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ing OF Scripture. 1 have a Book ,
Sir, eaches me how it is to be dong
upon thac-of St. Martkew s Bleffed are
the pure in heart , for they [kall fee God.
Now, Sir, to bring in all thofe places of
the Bible where the word pure is , may
bedone by a_Seriptureleff Divine of or-
dinary Concordance-parts 5 but to ftuff in
plenty of Scripture occafionally , unex-
pectedly and wonderfully , is a pe-
culiar priviledze , and perfetion of the
2 The Dodtrine thercfore muft be
this, That the Saints of God are pure
Saints 5 nothing that is impure can fee God,
iothing that is impure can come to God;
forbe that cometh to God , must believe
that he is, and that he 5 a rewarder of
Jigently feek bim , Heb. 11.6.
Jude. ver. 4. Behold the
Lord cometh with ten thoufand ——What 3
ot unbelievers , but Saints , pure Saints':
An unbeliever muit not expect to be one
of thofe ten thoufand , he must wot look
tobe one of that number 5 for he that ex-
pedls to be one of that mmber s must fo
sumber bis days , that he may apply bis
heart to wifdom ; Plalgo. x2. he must be
of his time, count up his time,
ink upom every dhy; but ¢fpecially
the

[ 137 ]

the great day - theday of judgment. ET
as the Plalmift basit , o day if you will
Dear his woice., barden not your hearts ,
as in the provocation , and as in the day of
temptation in  the wildernefs.  And o,
Sir , youmay goon, with bear ;. woice,
barden., beart ;5 Which you pleafe & And
this ferves inftead of telling  you , what
is meant by purity of Heart, and what
comverfation fits a Man for a vifior and
fruition of God.
And thus much I thought feafonable

ent, to be fiid concerning the

of the Nonconformists 5 W

at pref
preachis
i 1 would not willingly be fo mifta
as to be thought to charge every
of them tith that folly and frothinefs
that is above-mentiow'd ; for T muft ac-
knowledge, that I know {everal of them
0. be Modeft, Serious and Learned. Dut
withal, 1 alfo know, that the fmall in-
confiderable Zriflers, the Coyners of new
Phrafes s and_dyawers out of long godly
Words, the thick posrers out of Zexts
of Seripture , the mimical Jqueakers and
bellowers, and the vain-glorious admirers
only of themfelves; and thofe of their
own fafhion'd face and : 1 know,
Ifay, that fuch as thel all with all
K 3
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poffible zeal be follow’d and worfhipp'd,
shall have their Buf f :
yanges , fhall be folacd with all
nable Cordials, Effences and Elix.
fhall be rubbd down with /7
Ten 5Shillings an Ell ; when as others of
that Party, much more Sobet and Judi-
cious, that can ‘fpeak Senfe, and under-
ftand the Scriptares, but lefs confident,
and lefs cenforious , fhail fearce be in-
vited to the fire fide, or be prefeated
with a couple of Pippins, or a Glafs of
fmall Beer with Brown Sugar.

And as thefe People that are thus
highly treated , have no reafon to pre-
fume upon their Parts, Improvements ,

dinary Infpirations , becaufe

orth abundance of Scrip-

s ords, of very good concern and
fignification, if they were f{oberly ap-
licd : So, in like manner, it were very
well if they would not altogether judge
of the bleflednefs of their Endeavours,
by the fumzlt running after them, or be-
caufe they find by experience, that they
¢an force from People Zears ard Sighs,
and fuch outward Signs of the hearts
Jeeming o be affedted ; for all this, and
much more, may queftionlefs be done
without

{1391

without eicher Senfe, Oratory or Relig,
long Sentences (fuch as before mention'd)
ratel’d forth as faft and furioufly as may
be, with Christ, Scripture, or the Soul,
every Line ; together with Hands, Shou!
ders and  Fead devotionally manag d,
may be eafily conceived to make weak
and filly People gaze more, wet more,
and wipe oftner, than any thing that our
Saviour himfelf, or any of his Apoftles
ever faid. And this I know ro be c
tainly true, becaufe T have often feen
People plaeed fo far from the Minifter,
that they could only fee him make very
much concerned faces, and fhew often the
Heavenly part of the Fye, and might
fuppofe, by the great pains he took, that
he was about bufinefs of very great
weight and moment 5 and perhaps now
and then, one fingle melzing word loudly
pmnounccd, might come down, and no
more; and yet fuch as thefe weepingly
inclind, fhould be as full of all out-
ward cxpreffion of Devotion, as if they
were juft then to be converted :  And
therefore T would not have them delude
themfelves, and think that their Hearers
weep at their preffing Religionmore Home,
and fearching the Hearts more through-

K 4 Iy
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I)f than others ; bur at the Noife, the
{a[rlx](;:‘in;i glclrc':‘ntfa(rmf;v‘ (‘f“VOIJS, And

ail unchar; sif
I fay, that many poor undifcerning Peo-
ple, having oft-times fo little grounds
for being zeal moved , arc as per-
feétly deceived as ever any body was,
that ook Sir Martin Mar-alls wide ga-
for melodious finging, And it is
doubtlefls as eafic a matter to make
People cry and fo6 again, without doing
them the leaft good, as it is to make 2
Dortril ftretch, or them yawn, withe
helping them towards Heaven.

1 have but one thing mo;
thee People ; and that is,
}\ould not only ceafe to call their Prea
ing alone Spirit Hluminaimg , and I
know not what ; but allo rhat they
would not think that
ver did pray by the & For ll I
fee their Children fpea t Four
Years of Age, (which fome fay may
¢ome to pafs, if they be brought up in
Waood, and fuck of a Wolf) and them-

can, or c-

g 2
e megtioned in the Second
T fhall ncver be
bur if they mean, they have f

[ 141 ]

Prayers of their own making, diffc
both in Senfe and Phrafe ;. or that they
do nor place every word after the fame
manner ; but {ometimes put Ezernal be-
fore Almighty, fometimes - Almighty be-
fore Eternal ; or that they do not al-
ways confefs the fame number of Sins,
but fometimes put in Adultery and Steal-
ing too, fometimes dulrery alone 5 then
is this fo far from having any thing of
the Spirit in it (in that Senfe which
they would pretend o) that it is no
more extempore, than that thi
is read, Bleffed be the Lord
and to morrow , O ke joyful in
all_ye Lan Or that {ometimes we
pray for Rain, or Fair Weather, for
times for Health or Peace, according
our Neceflitics : only with this diffe-
rence, that this is printed, and by Al
of Parliament , and what they fay, is
not.  Bur fuppofe they come to that de-
gree of Confidence, as to begin
venture ; and having a private Method,
a ftock of Scripture Phrafes (to be
brought in after any manner) wich |
ful Abs, Hems , Coughs, Spittings,
pings and admitting befides, rude
preffions, impraprieties, often repeated

bes | 40696061
bbes |, 40696061



o [r42]
itions ( when invention fails) “the
like, that they hold out their ;’:gnj[c‘de
time : Nay , furthermore, {uppofe the
feldom or never fay the fame \\'hoI):
Line, plac'd after the fame manner ; and
that they do ot confefs, that dy reafin
of their /j‘/y/z.ﬂ'n‘ Lives, they are as wanton
. e [alacious Sparrow, nor pr v i
Gl o Sy U FFberiess viok TR T
Lord to give them That fame ; and that
they do not teach God Almighty how to
defend the 7rinity (as T have heard them
do a Quarter of an Hour together) and
lrmrw he is to diﬂl(r;gmﬂx between rame-
us numerans, and mumeru. eratus ;
and that the rbewm docs ni)t”?’:lr] 'dygién
oppreflingly upon the Spirit and Lungs,
but that they proceed very clearly 1%({
fmoothly 5 yet flill there need ‘no-
thing of fuch a (ort of infpiration which
they mean ; for there being fo many fe-
veral Words in the World, it is n(v)l: at
all impofiible for a Man’(if he fhould
10 refolve and make it his bufincfs) ne-
vlclr to {peak the fame whole Sentence in
a\l Liis Life. And as for their faying,
{\‘arvthcy can plainly perceive a difference
between a Prayer that is fram’d,_and one
that is fuddenly and _@;irimabf pour'd
" forth;

{1431
forth ; 1am fo very unwilling to believe
this, that if T donot procure a thin pale-
facd Hec. as rank a onc as can be got
in this Zown, that fhares his time be-
eween fwearing and carfing , and he fhall
be taught a Jong prayers with a confeffion
of all the Fillawies that have been com-
mitted on this fide the Lzze fince the
Flood, and well filPd alfo with fuch
Phrafes and Words as they delight in 5
and being double cap'd, and having well
learnt his Zone and Geftures, a Meeting
of thefe Spirit Difcerners fhall be call’d 5
and if this very fmall Saint thus accom-
plifhe ( fuppofing he does not put in
{fometimes an Oath inftead of, O Lord)
does not wer as many FHandkerchicfs ,
and draw forth as deep and as many
Groans, as any of their greateft Pretenders
to Tilumination, then will T never heat
Common-Prayer again : For if 1 could
rell where to hear People pray miraci-
loafly, it werc very imprudent to run
aficr, or liften to frail and mortal com=
pofitions.

And by the way , Sir, 1 would * not
have the Papifts pleafe themfelves too
much (as 1 have heard they have done
wpon my firlt Lezter,) with an opinion

of




1

[ 144
of their own Prudence and Preachiyg A.
bilities , - norwithftanding thofe hﬁpér.
fecions, which 1fo frecly difcovered g
mongft our felves; for by what I find
by chance, in one of their Sermons, con:
cerning Contrition , 1 perceive that they
can perfecute a Metaphor, till it be as ri-
diculous as People can poffibly endur
to hear it. ‘It begins thus.. Zhe Faleor
when be has taken bis prey, he defireth m
mar/e thereof but the " Heart, and there-
with ke i content 5 fo our Lord Fefus,
when be had ;-;z»/um’JCr out of //J/iﬂ;};
defireth no more but ameek and a contrite
Eleart of us : Therefore as the Falcorer
Ere he iwill give the Heart-to his Faleon,
ﬁryﬂ he will cut it, and then take out the
Blood and wafb it : So muft thou give thy
Heart to our Lord 5 firft cut it with the
HKnife of Contrition, and then take out the
Blood of Sin by Confefion, and after, wafb
l'u'b'; fatisfaction ; and fo with the /m/c"ﬂf
his Paf cut your Hearts and not your
Cloaths , having in Mind-that the Blade
of this Knife was made of the Spears
Head, and Nails, that bis precious Body
and Heart was thrill'd withal ; the Flaft
was made of the holy Tree of the Crafs 5
and the wyrel was made of the Crown of
Thorns

L1451

Thorns that was about his Head. Whet
this Knife on bis bleffed Body, that Johard
and cruclly was tormented on_the Crofs 5
wake alfo the Sheath of thy Kuife, of the
White Skin of our Lord Fefus, that was
painted with red bloudy Wounds 5 'then
with the Cards that be was bound. to the
Pillar, bind this Knife to the Girdle of
thy Heart = and 1 daubt not., be-thy heart
wever fo bard, it will- beginto break. Tt
s doubtlefs a very ftrange beart indeed,
that will not fuddenly Zreak: all ift
pieces at the noife of fuch Rbetorick.
And whereas it has been obferved, that
fome of our Clergy
nice, in taking notice of the meer Words
that they find in Texts; {o thefe are fo
accurate , as to go to the yery Lesters.
As fuppofe, Sir, you areto give an Ex-
hortation to Repentance, upon that of
St, Matthew; Repent Te, for the Kingdom
of Heaven is at Eand. ~You muft ob~
{erve, that Repent is a rich Word, wherein
every Letter exhorts us to.our Duty: Re-
pent , R readily; Repent, E. earneftly ;
Repent, P. prefently, Repent, E. effedtual=
ly's Repent, N. nationally ; Repent, T.
thraughly. Again, Repent roaringly, ca-
gerly, plentifully, heavily (becaufe of 5)

notably,
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notably, terribly : And why not, Repent
rarely, evenly, prettily , elegantly, n
ly, tightly » And alfo why not A. .
pafty, B. bak'd it, C. cut it, D. divide
it, E. eat it, K. fought for it, G. got it, &
T had not time, Sir, to look ny further
into their way of Preach but if I
had, T am fure I fhould have found that
they have no reafon to defpife our Churd
upon that account ; and they cannot but
fee it themfelves, if they do but look
over and confider their own Infirmities :
And T would have them know, that
what T faid in my former, was not in-
tended to help on their undervaluing us,

but our own amendment.

A."d as much miftaken are the Zaity
of this Natzon (which was thenext thing
1 promifed to fpeak of) if there be any
of {o mean a judgment, and fo -dly
and wickedly bent as to think that T de-
fign'd to encourage them in the
of our own Clergy ; being al
far from promoting any fuch defign, that
there is no oncinthe wor/d that ever was
more fenfible of the groundlels and hu-
mourfom exceptions and  prejudices ,
\vl:nvch fome of thofe / and snconfide-
rable peaple. have entertain’d againft our

Clergy

[ 147 ]
Clerry in general , than my felf: into
which . Sir, although in my former
Letter 1did not think it requifite t0 en-
quire , by reafon the intention of that
was only to look into fich things as to
fome few at leaft, befides my felf,
did feem to weaken the Repuzation and
Service of fome of our Clergy, yetin
this fecond, 1 judgd it convenient o
feparate their foppi/b and unreafonable ob=
iections from Luch imprudences and mi
+unes which I mention'd in my firft.
And in the firft place comes rattling
home from the Univerfites, the young
ert Soph. with his Atoms and Globuli s
and as full of defiance and difdain of all
Country Parfons, let them be never fo
fearned and prudent, andas confident and
magifterial, as if he had been Prolocutor at
the firft Comncil of Nice. And he wonders
very much that they will pretend &'be
Gawn-men , Whereas he cannot fee fo
much as Cartes's Principles , nor Gaf-
Jenduss fystagma ying upon the Table:
and that they are all o fottifh and ftupid,
as not to fell all their Libraries, and
fend prefently away for a whole Wagon
full of new Philofophy. Tl tell
fays one of thefe fimall whiflers ,

haps

-
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haps to a grave, fober and judicious
Divine , the Univerfity 15 §trangely al-
rered fiute o wer b k) 2o
SErangely inquifitive and ingenions. T pray
Sir, bow went the ¢ of motion in
your days 2 we bold it all now to be vip-
dull friend Ariftotle
aufehe could notr unde

¢ Bnd reflux of the
s and good for any
z, e his life. I can pre-
/L'w.';v demons t0 you bow it is to ke
done, if you will bt lead me pen and
ink, and- [uppofe but the motion of the
mrzlv,v mvfl two or three more things that
Ifball rell you. - Yes, but for all that ,
of {0 much worth, ingenuity ,

¢S and  demonstration , may
norant , and be very much a
, and have {o little grounds to
contemn {0 worthy a. perfor , that if the
Ge 7 pleale to carry him into his
K s and thew him his Plato, Plu-
tarch,and {fome other ofhis Greek Authors
the poor 7hing perhaps may find as mucll’
reafon to hang him@elf, as Arifocle did
for difpofing himfelf otherwife; for he
never flands to confider , thar there® be
Authors , fuch as d , Tully, Pli-
tarch

[ 1491

ny others th

tarch , and
for many Generations ot ¢
and are Jikely fo to continue, when
find that curioufly laid Aypothefe
th jods , and their credit much d
pends upon the bumour of the wor /d ; and
a Cawntry Divine that is well skilld in
thofe Books. ( together with fuch as
peculiarly belong to his Profeffien) may
deferve very good refpect , and be of
great ufe to the World 5 although he has
not the convenience of lofophical

Newsbook , nor ca Jpot in the
Moo by it's proper mamé, nor has a
Leiter fent him of every aew Star that

peeps into the world. But to proceed ,
Sir, upon Sunday the fearching young
Philafopher vouchfafesto go to Church;
the Gentleman preaches concerning the
Refurrefiion , and having fhewn what
method his Zexr. direéts him to obferve ,
De teaches his peaple according to the Scrip=
that Chrift dud certainly rife from the
A, and that the fame power is able to
and (although we [ball b

d) to call

rogtsher all the
o5, and to make
'y dull , fays

s my word and
now-

of thefe glory
the young defpifer s up
L
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ﬁm}.i,‘{me:y dull ; What a good Text
was fere poild, 1o divid i into this and
chat  avd 1 ks ot wlat , when at i
wauld bve goe Jo eafly jte corpus and
nc , or zto the three Cartefian el
ments > Befides , like an old dull Phile
AL forgat to fuppofe the ,,wr/ln’:
Vortexes, upon which th rf‘r 1
of the Hiypothefis of the. Refurre-
.~ But this
2 .xt.r/,/t/‘,l“ annot  tell
/ bem.  Flow. many brave
i 1,[{,4 the Minifte y/,;;7”}

» materia {ubtilis
fcnds lencns 1 i P ing
o e done it a Ll ighe .
and the be mifl g0 and dro iy tell ur
il /;;y//wy}t;'yr/////‘f,v.‘\‘n( people that /\1/}
koo b and wasted, fhould wpon
1 fo &/ the Trumpet be all fummon'd to-
gether, 8. and wever sk 10 el us
= dywhich had Jeen longabforpt in
e ,r.imh’ s Jhould break open the
B o 1 greve: and freeing it felf
s he maculating dirt , the 7/.71 the
,J,//.;,;t‘mm/_mwmr particles hould be
allg q;u;c,/; and combining themfelves into
g celestial ad el crcoiled mafl, Jod
ccone afhining and fix'd Star-of giory.
After

Iy

[ 151 ]
Afee this, Sir, he returns triumphantl
to the Colledge , not only very fall of
the vanquifhment of the Minister of the
Zown , but alfo throughly confirm’d in
what he has fo often heard , that
Countrey-Parfons » bethey who they will,
are the §trangeft and moft mear things
that belong to the ecarth. But why fo
faft dear child 2 s it impoffible that the
word Parfon,-cfpecially if you put €
#ry before it , fhould admit of any mi
er fignification ¢ And is it neceffary that
eyery man , though of very good worth
and knowledge , if
of the noife of the Bells ; and docs
every day fce the Schools, fhould i
{eatly grow deaf and #hind , lofe all hi
memory and parts , and gen
{hould faddenly farprize him, fo foonas
he moves his name off’ the Tables > Per-
haps it is but a reports and1 do not
apprehend but 2 Gentleman may under-
ftand as well ac Barnet , as at his Lodz-
n Lincolns-Tnn-fields 5 neither does
@

once he be fetle

ings i
he find any fuch prefent decay and waf
ing of parts , {o foon as his
gets off the Fhones , nor fuch great
provements of him £, whenhe is coming
down Highgate-bills

The
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(5, {eena Paper-
or a Bell run; that knows \\;{hm
owo houtés where ‘the beft Chymif? in
Town dwells; and dined once where
of the Royal Scciety hould havebeen ;
ooked :]mmhlcr time into the door m’
v, wWhen the Company was fitting :
s down with npmifud;f"“;“:;-.
raculous fort of Ginger-bread , with a
ticele pot of double refired Fefiny, and
a box full of Specifick prefun'd e
and a lictle ficensd effence of Orange,
and he‘callsthe Afinifler and thc chicf of
the Parifb together, and he falls to his in-
geniorstricks and operations , and freezes
{ftto the ffaal by the fire fide s fecs up
fa dozen Zobaccopipes , and hel
malxcs them fall into a Mathematical afto-
wilbing figure s Afeer this he defires to
withdraw , .m‘d puts Claret and Beer ro-
brings the 2 ‘i
Sibeiiciccalls fop < BAIS.oF wates:
ARt fome ol word0 i 2 ot
ger, makes the glafs firlk to frer and
1in, and then the liquor to fiarkle
and
he alone muft finile, as if
he

gether ,

and foam ; and they muft be all /

wonder , and

153 1

he wnderflood the reafon. And fo he
up and down the Cowrtry , and cvery
Zows he comes at with a May-pr
wonders what the ariftotel:
and the Penple mean,,

prefencly cut it down , and fet up
a one .as, is at Grefbam Colledge , ot
S. James’s Park ; and to what purpolc
is it to preach to peosle, and go about
to fave them , without a 7¢ Jefccpe , and
for Fleas. And forall this, pct-
ervaluer of the Clergy,

fuch

35

haps this great #
and admirer of his_own ingenuity,
{earce el the difference berween a7
fortis and aqua vite , OF betwee
Fin, anda crucible , or a furn
ool And befides , he forgets
to call to mind how many honourable
and worthy Clergy-men arc now members
of that Seciety ( of which he knows no
more , than meerly to pratele ) who
have given fo many aod fo large Tefti-
monics of their Ingentity, as do plai
fhew, that one thatis in Canonical b
may look through as /ong a glafs, and {&
as far into a Mill-flone, S he that w

2 light Drugget: And it muft r
nied, that a great part of what has been
as yet, or is likely to be diicovered a=

o5

a cloft

mongft




attributed to
ick fightednef§ of

B a s others.
t y, who fore

ceil t cafier-t er-
g tha < nde;

knowledge , than at-
1h;y‘ can bur contrive a
e and charge it upon
s Honourable and Learned C,

e . e €1 ~ompany ,
: on themfelves prefently much
more ingenious th: t id
mere ingenious than they that fhould
happen to find out the Lougitude , or a
petual 4

wpetual motion s but lec tl
3 et them caft v

ir 7 d
thah iy nd perhaps they may find
hat the wnordaid part of that Soci

i ly entred into the
e i il accomplifbments of the
1/07\11:/:\::2 numlnmg himfelf in [15:3
il till about eleven of the
s 7B [sﬁnmc to think of fetting
Y Auf"y‘“”“ if he chance to find out a
. 0 n’u faflning it, that day is ver
zenionflyfpenc: Then he walks rhrc)uC

i 15s )
ot four turns in his chamber 5 to make
himfef confiderable s and looking in the
glafs , and finding it fo to be ( having
turn'd down a_new place onward in
Littletin ) he ftretches forth , and in
approbation of his own wroth , traloes
himfclf down the ftairs : Then at the
gate , itis to be confidered , where he
Thall ea# 5 after that, W hich of the Houfes
he fhall go to, andif he brings home
alittle of the Prologue, and learns but tyvo
o three of the Players names,
oty in the evening fhall be commended,
and his improvements ackuowledg'd. And
as for this Gentleman , he having no-
thing ( poor heart) to fay againft the
Clergy-man, he combs his Peruke at him;
and ( though the weather be temperate )
he walks the room, and fiveats very much
againft him; and by way of objection,
now and then propounds three or four
fieps of a Corant 5 and if he be o far
entred into prophane, as to tell him, that
he has brought him a new Pfalm from
London , and then gives him in writing
he needs not be witty
wat he ftays in the

a bandy Song
againall the time ©
Countrey.

A Buc




But the great deffroyers, Sir, are ftill
cars the :
fe Gentleman
to an account
it full weight a
e 2y 1o be very light
#hle for feveral realons.” Ar
in the firft place, he ;;‘«é:‘C:SU |ln('11"y>':l
l:]](/:f; arc/u,‘mrr of people that mind Iy
nconfide things of this world ;
notice how tl .
d”l[ )L( ds livery Jmlllmgr(;;‘v]x
{3

Zrave , and cony
that often calls himf¢
nds hir

s fir

Dutes or
c other ;
arr Coach t0.paa by 4 v e
Soeods $ Dy, and never c s
der the thing that is b)chmd , or L\\rhkc(:‘fc‘r
they be Zorfes or Mares, Englsfh or imy
ers. Which of them can el the prsusre
den , iNto ——
out asking at the  Barders fhop: or
1 the feveral Embafadors Ilm.‘vc-
Where they dincd yeflerday , and where
they fhall dine to morcow > And then for
the’ humour of the Zown, alas | Sir
thereis not one Divire of forty, that
docs or ever can underfland any thing of
it. How hard a matter is it to ju ﬁc
whether it be beft to dine at Swnjr Lrbnr'
to flidein afterwards ; and w Jx’-ﬂ ml{z“ i
year and whether is moft propl(’( [o;Lx]?c‘
rd out=

253 )
entward room, and what for the 7im
How much practical Rherorick ‘is. reg
fte to make a Coachman fully believe ,
that he fhall have 2 couple of fEilings,
andat the fametime, refolve to let down
the boot, and with a fteady mind walk
{oftly out to a Coffee-houfe, a little before
you come at your Lodgings ¢ Again,
\hat accuracy of palate and breeding is
neceffary to have a cloar apprehenfion of
2 mightyand lofty difb; and to do reve-
lafs of Fle-

rdeaux

rence and fric jultice to a g
ampagne, F
oc, Flafeon de 2
2in de Preflorage , vin Pare,
de Parole and Taffa and to
{mall Princes with aLoach, and to end
the Emperours With a seats tongiie Be
not deceiv'd, Sir, it is not Logick , Me-
taplyficks , Fahers and Cowcils, and all
the reft that ever can expect to know or
do thefe things, or half of them. Befides,
if we confider the great rudenc(les that
are ofc-times by Clergy-men committed,
in barbarous managing of kar , immoral
picking of reeth, uncouth and unfafhion-
ing., clownifh pronouncing of
racefully
feet
upon

re

L

o8

able fneez
words, that fhould have been
lifp'd, and rude and flat {erring
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upon the ground, when one fhould have
ftood in rz¢tering re 5 upon the toe
for a conge ; when we confider, T fay
thefe and five and fifty thoufand  thinys
more, we muft plainly conclude, rlmrﬁ:
isonly for great headpieces , ’mcn of
Girth and education, of prudence, and a
mighty reach, to pretend to honour and
reputation 5 not for poor ‘unobferving
Book-men that go in Black. 'Then, to all
this muft be added, che vaft skill that i
required to the tendring a vifir, with a )-S
proved and modifh accuracy, that it {)
done punctually at the critical mmm;
neither before nor after ; that the fer vant
that comes to the door, be duly fpol;cn
to, according to the Rule provided jn
rh‘ar great affair ; that the Golofboes be
1‘ulmd|.‘lr true and proper place, that
the Foot-boy be expert in ubicninvg his
l_umr\d diftance, that he gives allowance
for Summer and Winter ; and that he
never ftands exactly behind, bur bearin
a refpectful point or fo, North or South og}
his MaiZer, Then having got over all thefe
dxﬁ]cu_lucs, and made a fuitable addref,
there is furcher to be weighed, whether
the vifit is to be afilent vifir, ora [peaking
one ;andifany thing is to be faid,whether
the

[ 1591
che wifiter is firft to open,or toexpedt till
difcourfe be offered; and when, and in
what ordes the health of the family is to
be inquirdinto: Lack a day ! fays one
of the accomplifi'd, in whata lamenta-
ble condition T have feen @ mortal Clergy-
man, when he has ask'd for a Son or a
Daughter that has been dead a Month 5
whereas he fhould have felt out all thofe
things by degrees, and ncver have run
himfelf into the danger of a ftumbling
excufe , for not knowing of it before ;
how will his puling Confcience be put toit,
torap out prefently half a dozen fwingers
t get of cleaverly z But ftill, Sir, therc
be many things behind ; Te is no fuch
cafic matter upon my word, to judge
how much of the handkerchief fhall hang
out of the coat pocket , and how to
poyfe it exaétly with the Zortoife-feel-
comb on the other fide; and if there be
Peruke to be order'd, where is the man
of the Chaurch that can tell when it is to
be done to Old Simon the King, and
when , Afther the pangs of a d e
Lover » Heavens and Stars ! Itis{ ha
task to be confiderable, and of any mo-
ment in the World, that it would almoft
crack the brains of the moft fteady Cler-

&y
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gy-man, but to hear repeated all the ac-
complifbments that arc required, to make
up a mon of worth. But then fuppofe a
Divine of extraordinary parts and quick-
nefs, and that has gor, [ know nor
whence, {omuch of our modifp blood in
his veins, as to apprehend, in fome low
degree, what makes men for ever Blef-
fed, and fhould arrive o fome fet forms
of being acceprable ; how  will “they
make fhift for Speeches and Complements,
Paffesand  Repaffes, Parties and Repar-
ties 2> Putthe cafe, Sir, that a fair Lady
or perfon of honour by fome chance or
other , drops a-glove or handkerchicf :
Where'is now, fay they, your man in
Orders, that can prefently fnatch it up in
an extafie, deliver it with downe grace,
and inftantly fay fomething fuitable to
fo great and fudden occafion » Nay ,
farthermore , fuppofe we fhould - give
them fome of the grounds and elements of
our being immortal, and lay down be-
fore them {fome of thofe ineftimable prine
ciples, by which we become excellent
and admirable in the eyes of men, wo-
men and children, andihould difcover to
them fome of our feveral waws 2o God,
Madam, as Lam a fimmer, Madam ; @ £
hope

[ x61 ]
Mercy, Madam s as I beg your

hoge for 2
pardm, Madam: As allo fome of our
iprures and heights, as Lam a fomer be-

s a5 1 hope to
¢ God and your Ladifbips a5 1 hope
o o ol
3 aft 5 fire mmit_my felf

[hips breaft ;- as 1 defire to con 2
70 ijz[ and your Ladifbips difpofals as T

/y Mofes d- your
lefire to objerve only Moles's , and your
[LF.C;;/M[‘J Commands. Nay, to all this

fhould we throw in fome of our ((5:1{(5
and very belpful \\(m('sz n/j” 1/)‘:/1{”;,’
es , guftos , flambos , con-
ndns, Ferdinandos - \(‘T\y,
sofe a tender-hearted Gallant , ha-
i‘:};‘é‘; litcle pity and compaffion ﬁ{r L?\c
Jow condition and ftyle of the Clergy,
fhould unbofom and reveal himfelf ﬂ(fC;
this frec and open manner ; et ftill Jlac
is ¢lack : for there is fo much of native
gentility in the juft ufe and nicking of
hefechings, and & much of myfery in
chie right humouring of afafbionable word,
thar there is but very {mall hopes that a‘n)
Clergy-sman fhould be ever happy or valu-
able in chis life, Bur ftill, Sir, we for
get the great bufinels of markind , the
writing of Letters : Where is the Div
§ ot Friend,
as

ivine

that can do it, cither to Miffre)

S e
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asa man that knows the World, the hu
mour of the Zown, and that has ived up-
on, eat and read men? And fuppofe we
{hould beftow upon a poor low thinking
Black-coat, one of our beft forms, fuch ;;
follows ; itis five to one he would com.
mitfome Ecclefiaftical blunder or other, in
{ccting his name too near, or inthe folding
or making it up.

Moft

[ 163 1]

Mo bright and tranfcendental Madam;
Prefume by the iittt'rrq[ﬁail
of this courfe and erroncous
Paper , to arrive at your fair
and infallible Fingers 5 and to
pay the umoft tribute of my
Devotion at the high Altar
of your perfettions. The great
concern, Madam, of my life
now, is anly to facrifice the poor
remain of it,to your intriguces,
and to make all my Interefts
and Inclinations to be ob-
fervant of your Commands,
and to do homage at the
thrine of your Vertues.  Nay,
Madam, I am in fome curio-
fity, whether I be aboue; or on
this

s | 40696061
es |, 40696061



this /1‘./:' the F
for o | was I beam'd
; e

upon by Jhining Ladiship,
bue 1 feemed prefently to be
alogether taken up.  The
delicacies of the Palate are to
me. grown all inﬁpid; and
it 15 the contemplartion, Ma-
dam , of your gloties alone
in which I can. find any [atis-
fing gulto. In fine, Madam,
were there not bopes 0/ Jeeing
once more your Angelical felf,
and recerving fome benedjction
Sfrom_the flambo’s of your
Eyes, I could prefently refolve
o commence blindnefs 5 and
were i¢ not for the Oriental

per-

15 Canopy;

{1651
perfumes that come fr
Breath, it fhould nov be long
before I fhould put & period
to my own. Should T, Madam,
go about to make an Harangue
anfwerable to all thofe Jewels
that lye from your Eye-lids
to your Fingersend; it muft
be as lofty as Tenariffe , and
as long s vhe M uinoctial
Line : And tberc?orc inflead
of that, I have nothing elfe but
1o proftrate ar your feet the
everlafting difpofal of

MADAM,
The moft devoted of all your Valfel

and the weaneft of your Foot-Stools.

M Alas!
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alas! a Clergy-man muft not
to write thus ; his Blood is fo
low and creeping, that it can never

inflam'd to this pitch of paffion and
eprejfion, with all the lovelinefles in the
ow, Sir, would it not vex
ire upon Earth, to
, kuots of Rib
, a few

and a form or two
of a phantastick Le ter, and a very little
befides, to undervalue charity and piety,
real worth, and fubitantial knowledy

trifles

on, Cringes
/

hion,

d
ly becaufl it is in black, and the name of

itis a Divine

I have nothing mOrL, .er, to 1' 7 [o
Peopl

f any of rlmn upon \\hu 1
faid, fhould miftake me as through-
ly as the dufwerer did about Greek and
Latin, Pre fions, Patrons
and Chaplains cfently cry out,
that [ am 3 leat and Drin
mbo's, altars and facrifices,
garters , /w,l s and g
and Jee
For I nupnk notwith-
thing that T have faid,
put on a New Suit twice
a

now

and

ing any

pife him to
obligd to

troubles ot hmﬂl
poinc , whether a Perfon in
not pofiibly underftand as m'ld| {pea
and v d

Service
make i
Home ,
Ce
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People. Now, Sir, what great Fudges
thefe are, and by what meafures they
proceed ; and how li they are to
be very fevere Difeerners of what is
worthy, and what is not, may be eafi-
I by thofe deadly witty Ars
c ule of to difparage that
and by which alfo they
would raife themfclves the reputation
of Mea of Parts and Wit: And the
fieft ching wherein they are fo fevere
and fatyrical, is upon their Names and
Habits. And you may foon fee, Sir,
the portion of Wit that is amongfl fome
of them , and the fmallnefs of their
Objecti when to fay, There goes a
it , fhall be reckon’d a very
{pecial fancy ; ot to fay, Here's
to you Parfon; or, Good morrow Par-
Jon s if the word Parfor be humourfomely
and flurringly pronounced , (as fome of
them can do it) if well confidered
is a very notable abufe. And I'le war-
rant you, that arch Blade that look’d
upon a Married Minifter, and ask'd
him how Mis, Parfon did, thought him-
{&IF in litcle lefs than a raprure ; and it
was well, if he did not go prefently
t0 Bed, and take a dofe of Diafeordjum.
But

[ 169 1
But if a Clergy-man chance to mect an
0ld Testament Wit ; and that he f
into his Zricks and Drollings ; then he
muft expe@ to be called Levire : And
that you may not think his Fancy to
be flinted , fometimes he calls” him
Tribe, fometimes . Leviticus, and for va-
iety fake, at other times Numbers. 1
not, Sir, go about o commend
thef¢, they having been {o often appro-
ved: But of all the Wags, and Sly
ones, that thus play upon a Clergy-
man ; he cerrainly is moft dreaded, "thac
alls him Dodfor 5 which if it be fpo-
ken with the urmoft nefs of in-
tention, which that word may admit
of , it goes the deepefl into the Bones,
of any thing that can be faid. I can-
not forget (before Shafkes and broad
Fats came into fafhion) how much I
have a fmall Puwy Wir, delight
in himfelf, and how horribly he has
thought to have abufed a Divire, only
in twifting the ends of his Girdle, and
asking him the pricc of his Brimmer :
at Phancy is not altogether fo con-
ble now , " as it has been in former

Another
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Another wit
dervaluing this 7
will not go to. (
1 very ordinar cac i fic, m t
not ftay at Home ; ot p
the ¥
Eaughing , when there is
at all for ir, nor reafon
as I was concern'd
alfo in fome part of #his
uld be fi

as

liien
11 fpend the

e fuch DPifec
might tempt Feoy
the Preache

e fich idle , foppifh, and extraxagant
ople , that fhouid undervalue the
c Profefion of the Clergyar ay

ture; from the higheft to the meancft
let their Carriage and Be
all Circumftances
able ; and ler their e as fe-
rious, Judicious, Lea rofitable,
as Pen can write ; for although it be
to-no purpofe to deny, thac by reafon
of the unhappy Education of fome, “the
low condition of others , and the wil-
ful Mifcarriages of a third fort, many
of our Clergy arc often flighted and dif=
garded, yet

be -in

and unblame

b
I

A
fign of nothing but perfect Madnefs, Ig-
norance and Stupidity, not to acknov:-
ledge that the prefent Church of Englana
affords as confiderable Scholars, and as
folid and eloquent Preachers, as are any
where to be found in the whole Chrifiian
Warld.  And if thefe People would buc
a lictle examin themfelves , and not
count every Oath, Curfe, abuft of Serip-
ture, and the like, for Wit, Humour,
Judgement, and every thing; they
would find themfelves not fo wond
fully overftock'd with Ingenuity and
Knowledge, as utterly to
seiving from the Pulpiz any u
vice and Information. And T have oft-
times much wonder'd, that fuch as make
{o great Pretences to Wit and Accom-
plithments, fhould- picch upon” (o cafic 2
Method of being admir'd, and valuable
in this World ; when as they fee, that
the grounds upon which they endeavour
to be fo famous and illuftrions, are fo
prefently” apprehended , thar the low
born Coach-Mzn, Carmenand Porter
come to as great Perfection, a
ticlt of thele Speakers. That certainly
was a pretty attentive Child, who, as
he was lighting himf{clf Home upon

M 4 Saturd
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Saturday night (after his Work was o
ver) was heard to fay over, and forr
all “the Oaths and Cirfes that he had
Icarn'd in the whole Week, from his in-
genious and cloquent Masters. And 1
cannot but approve of the Modefty of
that Zouwgfter, who being highly pleasd
with that excellent Phanfic, viz. Sox of
a Whore, and not happening convenicntly
of Zapfter or Drawer to {pend himfelf firft
upon, was fordd to break his Mind to
an Oyifer-wiman 3 and {o being once «
ter'd, the Zouth foon improyed ; for a
terwards, if the Candle burnt not clear,
or the Pipe had a crack in it, or his Z7urf;
Jhumtled, ot Dig or Bitch lay in his way,
they werc all Sons of Whores. Nay, if
a Trial in Weitminster-Flall goes not
right, the very cafe it fCIf is a Son of @
and that Purge that gripes,

Whore Cafe
or gives a Stool more than ordinary, is
a Sonfof a Whore Purge. 1 know Sir,
that thefe Zufiug Defpifers of all Black-
Cogats, think they urge very hard for the
neceflicy of their thundring and terrify-
ing Style; by faying, that the degenerate
art of the World, werc it not for that,
would grow faucy and unmanageable ;
ind the unworthy, and mean-[pirited
Creepers

b3 d
Crecpers, would make no difference be-
tween themftlves, and the brave and bold
Commanders of the Age. Curfe (fay they)
the Groom or Offler three or four times
luftily , juft before you go to Bed, and
your Horfe will very ncar caft his Coar,
and begin to fhine by the Morning ; and
give a Drawer half a Dozen Granadoes
as he goes down the Stairs 5 and if he
be fo irreligious, as to bring up any
thing but true Zerf, you will for certain
fhortly hear, that he has murdered his
Mafter, and hang'd himfelf with his own
Garters. In fhort, Sir, were not Pegple
quickn’d to Duty and Obfery by
fuch brisk and remarkable / s,
the World muft fuddenly end, and the
very Gentry of the Natzon would be as
much neglected and difobeyed , as we
find the modeft and cowardly Clergy now
to be. Indeed, itis great pity, but that
Gentle-folts thould be duly reverencd,
and atcended upon. But, T was think-
ing, Sir, (fuppofing Swearing and Curfing
be fo very neceffary to the ftanding Go-
vernmentand Welfare of a Nation) that a
{mall Znftrument (about the ftature of Pu-
ginello) might pofiibly be fo contrivid
with Two Rows of Stops, one for
Swearing,




Swedting ; and*another fo
all Oc

 of the little

to do himfelf.  But
as to the orary
that is oft-times

5 fifcha
Gentleman of Wainfe
formed by Human
there is fo much of Judder
afion , and ex,

application of Sersprure,

tothat bufinefs
form it by o
would be

on 1J'7‘IW/\
going toDirincr to—
ing through the N
his way ; then Sir,
the fudden, of Wa 1
Gentleman himfelf) could prefently fay,
Strait is the Ga m, and narrow i the
and few there be that find it. Do yom
fec, Sir, how hard it is 2 There is not
I , and
for that very particular Alle) Il the
Bible.

[ 175 ]
Bible. Well, Sir, he procceds, a -
laft to the great Hoxfe ; he knocks
¢ Gate, and the Porter not juft

Lift up your Heads, 0 ye Ga
ing Doors, &c.
the Porter hearing fuch
Wit.and Divinity at the

properly tha
concerning the Befom of

into the A were appens
the Butler, and two Fests ; Good Mor-
row Pharash, fays he, (for you kaow,
a0b had a Butler) whe
, Pilate? (for you
four Was carricd  into
Where by the w /3y,

'ood in the infide of
aer time dray
Victuals
The Gentleman is defired to

No, he
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read, that the firft fhall be laft, and the
laft fhall be first ; and then he fbrugs a-
gain. However, at laft, Sir, we fall to;
and amongft other good thir there
is fomewhat thac requires Muftard ; up-
on that he defires his Neighbour to re-
move a litt f the Mountain to him ;
for if ye have Faith like a grain of M
ftard-feed , ye [ball remove Mountains,
By and by, Sir, half a dozen Chickens
are brought in; which prefently he
commends for a Difb of very far Fe-
rufalems ; becaufe of, O Ferufalem, 7.
rufalem, thou that killest, &c. though if
he had pleafed, he might as well have
call’d them, a Difb of Praphets, or a
Difb of Would-nots : for you know, Sir,
erufalem, Prophets, Chickens, and would
aot, are all in the fame Verfe. In fhort,
Sit, my Lord Mayor himfelf, cannot pro-
vide a greater number of Difkes, than
this Gentleman fhall have always in rea-
dinefs Divine Phanfies ; not lels ingenious
can he thew himfelf to be in his re-
turn (if cthere be occafion) than he was
i his coming ; for a Child cannot drop
before him in the Streets, but prefent-
ly, Zabitha, arife; be it Boy or Girl ;
a Porter cale himfelf of his. Burden,
bur,

L ]
but, Come unto me all ye that are beavy
laden, &c. nor a Water-bearer be at the
Conduit , ‘but , Paub may Plant , and
Apollos may Water, &ec. 1know not, Sir,
how many there be of this fort of People
in the World, who have nothing to fay
againft a Prieff, but only to fiwear more
than ordinary in his Company, or to
apply a few Secripture-words, with im-
pudent Nonfenfe. If there be no fuch ac
all, then what I have now faid belongs
perhaps to thofe that dwell ar the
Moon. But if there be, T would to
God, that (in the mean time, till they
come to fome fenfe of Religion) they
would in fome meafure confult their own
Credit and Reputation 5 of which , if
they be fo nice and tender, asupon all
occafions they pretend to be; they
might plainly perceive, that this their
childifi way of feoffing at God, and
his immediate Servants, is fo far from
leading towards Wit ot Honour, that it
is nothing elfe but dry, blunt, infacetious
Atheifm.

And feeing, Sir, we have been now
fpeaking of fome that think themfelves
the very Princes of the Age and Wi,
it may not be amifs to hint alfo at an-

other
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Now, Sir, I muft nceds fay, fuppofe
ancient and folemn Profeffor of
very intent upon the great
% of reparation, and all things pro-
licele regard mifing highly well ; the Awle glides nim-
Wit and Hu- bly rllmngh 5 the Candle conlw[3 and
they muft burns very clear ; nothi
or difappointment appears ; but he fings
or thrums at the great likelihood of the
reftauration of the mw; {ecing nothing
cknefs, but that the Evenis well, his
thofe, I Sleep be undifturb'd, and ]u, Endeavours
can but cheat be crown'd with being paid next Morn-
and' Liz ing ; ona fudden, Sir, rufhes upon him
Darknefs, de air, and a [prightful Gal~

other more mod:
are not for fuch not
God, and fiw
Steeples 5 but

and
who ,
Boy of
blow  out a po

if

E make him pr lant 5 that fpoils all his Zopes, fhatters

/ ful his Zure, and in fhort , with one puff;

SET blows out cvery bit of his burning Can-

: dle, and Llaffoming Defigns.” Now, 1 fay,
! they 4 it own this was very well blown ; for if C
much wifer than all the lers fhould not fometimes be frufir

fhould always fucceed in their brisk
jolly Humour , without difturbance er
Interruption, they mwhx in time come
to difrefpect the 0

and place oo much co
J art of the Wor
that this great and juft Jif.

in-dhe Norion s who aie | their Plors and Comrivances; but

15 in the ]‘Hn\:
Gaynefs, lm
, fhould m

cat /
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80 to Church next & e
refpect and attendance to his Zuftruckor,
notwithftanding he did fo utcerly de.
feat the Cobler. 1 alfo deny not, but
that he that in the Evening lets in the
Air at Three or Four Windows , may
poffibly kecp People from Sleeping too
fecurely, and to preferve their Foufes
from being afterwards Zurnt. But fups
pofe a Divire has a mind to walk right
on to his Lodgings, and not to make
fuch Remarks and Obfervations in his
paffage ; there is no reafon that he pre-
fently fhould be counted a fenfelefs Sot,
and others the only Wits and Fumourifts
of the Age. For you know, Sir, if the
Night be very dark, and People be but
falf afleep ; Windows, commonly fo calld,
are very frail , and frangible things ;
and they will cafily give way to a cud-
gel, though clownifbly, and wnbumourfom-
Iy applied; as well as if directed by the
moft ingenious and frolickfome hand ¢
Whercupon I fay again, as we ought to
take fpecial carc , that we do not fer
t00 low an cfteem upon thefe enter-
prizes ; {o on the other fide, not fo to
over-value them, as to think bur that
our forefathers pofiibly might have at

tempted

[ 18:
tempted fomething in this
And there if the Aiii

make fa
ted ; he may with much more reafon be
believ'd, and liften’d to, than wonder'd,
or laugl'd ac ; for the Feft is never awhit
the lefs, though the G/af8 be paid for. I
have alfo (according as my occafions
would permit) taken ino fome confide-
ration, that greac affair of Apple fpilling.
And Iam thinking, Sir, if the Baskez
ftands a_little leaning againft the Wal,
or floping upon a Board, and that
Apples be very round , and the Swrp)
be very fudden, and that the meditating
Governefs be very old, ftiff, or lame; X
do then verily believe that much of the
lamented Frust may get into the Aennel,
before it can pofiibly be recovered. But
fappofe there be nor fuch grear Advan-
tages to make all things thus eafily hope-

ful, and yet that the Contrivance 1s {uch,

that the Humour takes, and the Frolick

fucceedsshowever let usbehaveour {clves

with fome calmne(s and moderation, and

not asif we had killed a Giant, or flew

the Dragon. 1 muft therefore always con-

N fefs,
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fefs, that I did more than a little admire
at the {mooth and cven temper of that
eman, who finding a Pail of Ifling-
ton Milk ftanding all alone at the Dom,
and wwmmg it out every Drop into the

Street ¢ on as unconcerned about
his lml he had done nothing
hut wa hm Hands that Day ; where-

sif fuch a fpecial opportunity had fal-
len into fome other Z7umouriits Hands,
ho was apt to overplume himfelf upon
Enterprizes ; he would have run
ka o h1\c told it at his
felf as great
a\h( “as Ben /n/m/w Fletcher, Beau-
mont 3 and have utterly defpis'd all the
ftartcch'd humourlefs Black-coats for fix
fter, becaufé of the great adven-

I
If T were at Leifure, Sir, 1 might alfo
briefly mention another fort of more
[hre nnd judicious Defpifers : who have

¢, and the Clergy: But they ~pro-
fei> it not out of Zumour, Frolick, or
any prejudice 5 but that L1|cy have look'd
far back into the Fiflory of the World,
obfervd ehe rife and decay of Kingdoms,
confulted the Zaws and Tnclinations ol
FHumane

[183]

Fumane Nature , and have very well
weigh'd and examin'd the nic
§ances , and poffibility of things ; and
hereupon do very much wonder, that
fuach thinking Creatures as Men, fhoul d
be fo long deluded with Zughears and
s; and the groundle(s Traditions of
the miftaken and impofing Priefts. And
1 need not, 1 fappofe, Sir, tell you, that
thefe are the Difeiples of Mr. Hobls.
And what fErit weig) , and punityal
Excaminers of things ‘thefe are like to be,
you may very near gucfs, by the eafinefs
of their Conve; his Do¢

Opinions.: On ¢s, and fays, h
very cm\hun\ t Mr. Fobbs is a G
tleman, and a great Difcoverer of Truth;
for he hears of feveral very accomplifiid
and creditable Perfons, that do very much
admire the old Gentleman, and are clofe
adberers to his Principles 5 and therefore
he is refolv'd to be a fiue Perfon too;
s accomplifp'd and creditable
; and to believe all, fay all, and
admire all , that they believe, fay, and
admire; fo foon as any body would be
fo kind as to tell him any onc thing
that Mr. 7 holds; for if he could
buc by the end; let him alone
N for




the
1l ¢k in a Miftake except
Mt. Hokis and his Followers ; for that he
cly at a Meeting, where a_Friend
rted right down
very Teethof a Clergy-
if there W t
a kind of wo:
God

ifim o
wan 5 or, that
y God at all, it muft
n God, fuch as Mr. Hobl's
s Friend of his
ran, and of fo

d Tcom to fay any fuch thing,
d not well examin'd it, and found

1 to conclude fo ; and therefore for
S part, he fhall take his Word and
¢ bufinefs of 2
cal FPricft.that

Mr. Hibb's Philofoply is
only Philofophy ; he muft needs bea
1 durft almoft fwear, fa
he, thar what he holds is abfolutels
true, let it be about what it will ; o
elfe fuch a one would never have fhewn
fo much il-Ireeding , and encouraged o
¢rror, as to begin his Health with
h Ceremuiny and Obfervance. 1€it pleafe
f

the next compary 1 come into,
Il
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Tl put it about, Two in a Hand, upon
my Word, and it fhallrun, 7o Mr. Hobbs,
and the utter confutation of all Spirits and
Spirstual Men 5 and fo he is fufficiently
chterd, and faft enough. O, by all
means, faysa Fourth, Mr. IHobbs muft
needs be in the right : Tl pawn half my
Eftate upon it , that he is ; ‘he fhall dif-
pute with all the
Hundred Pounds of my Moncy. For
e perceives now where the pinch of the
bufine(s lies ; for he has worn him above
this half Year in his Pocker, Day and
Night, and has above Twenty Places of
Moment turn'd down 3 fome before, and
fome after the Candle was out. O, fays
he, how ignorant, and deadly cold am I,
if by chance I lcave him at Home; he
is a great decal more comfortable and
warm than a Sguirrel in the Sleeve. But
if you happen upon one that has worn
the: Philofopher fo long , that Two or
Three of his Phrafes are got through
his Pecket, and ac laft have infinuated
themfelves into his Temper ; he proves
prefently a Chair-man in_all Companies
And if T looks but upon a Clergy-man
reat a Pr as ever Mr. Hobbs

Then, come Sir, fays
he,

i
o

it
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he, Come now for your Lumateria
Sances ; have you eve one nlmm you,
Sir 2 I hear that you arc much acquainted
with them ; you live by the Spirir, Sir;
it is 2 wonder that you fhould not hay
one in your Pocket : I have got /
wiat s in mir I cou[d

Shitsteaf Fiatrthors
bur [ have mqmmi and never could
or fee any Spirit of Subftance, Spirit
uljta ‘that's fine indeed. “!n\,
of e > precty I profels. In-
deed we have had a very curious time of
it, a company of very {ccing Priefts, and
{earching Philofopkers ; that Thould goon,

and A‘l one another fuch plain, palpa-
ble, 2 nifeft Contradictions.  Ask
them hoy h an effe& comes to pafs;

it is done, fay they by an Incorporcal
Subftance. Wonderfully acute -indeed !
that is, by o body, or by a no body body,
or by a no thing thing. Tt was very well
for this Nation, that Mr. Fobbs was born
at laft ; and half a dozen of us, of wil-
d parts, to underftand him,
World had continued ina
Vi b.md condition. It is not, Sir, to
my purpofe, at prefent, to meddle with,
or

ers Principles = But
l mud\ 5 onder, kcmg they may be daily
convincd how much he has been mifta-
ken in his Mathewatical Attempts, that
they fhould take his bare Word , and
believe him not to be failing in his o-
ther Writings ; becaufe he confidently
fays ke proceeds by evident comexion and
demonftration. And whercas ctofore
it was a work of many Years ftudy and
ferioufnefs, that could entitle one but to
be fufpected of Atheifim; now he that
has but feen Mr. Zobb's Boots, and can
make but a Mouf
viledg d as if
by the Roots, or m

o, is as fully pri-
pluck up the Earth
)

¢ cou

1 believe, Sir, there may be feveral o-
thers that without any reafon arall are
ill affeted towards the Clergy. One
thinks that whatever Epifcopacy be, yet
the Lands thereunto belonging are not
jure divino ; another is of opinion that
the Clergy muft by no means ride;
caufe they are to go, and teach all Nations.
who therefore
ufc they think they
partly men-
tiond in my fermer 5 and if they were

not,

be-
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not, it is all one s for I can {ay no more
at prefent, being {uddently fent for into
Devonfbire ; where I expect to find fuch
employment, as will certainly fecure the
World, from me being ever troublefome
in this kind again. 1am, once more,

Sir,

M:g’] :4- Your Humble Servant,

Mr. HO B BS’s
State of NATURE confidered :

IN A
DIALOGUE

BETWEEN
PHILAVTVS and TIMOTHY.

!
!

‘To which are added
EIV.E - EETTERS,
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the Contempt of the CLER GY.
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