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confefs to you, I am wot of that holy Employ-

5 and have as little thought  of being
Dean or Bithop, as they that think [o, have
hopes of all Lord-keepers.

Nor g, [Faken will they be, that fhall
judge me in the leaft difcontented, or any
ways difpofed to difturb the peace of the pre-
fent fettled Church: For in good truth, I
have neither Lot Kings nor Bifheps Lands,
that [bould incline me to a furlyand quarrel-
fome compl ¢ = As many be, wha would
have been glad enough to e Flis Majelty
reflored, ard would have cndured Bifbaps
daintily well, had they loft o Money by their
coming in. Lam not, Ill affure you, any
of thofe cccafional Writers, that miffing Pre-
erment in the Univerfity, can prefently write
s0u their new ways of Education ; or being &
little tormented with an ill chofen Wife, [t
forth the Decirine of Divoree to be truly E-
vangelical = the caufe of thefe fow fhects was
honeft and inmocent, and as free from allpaf-
Jian, as any defign. 2

As for the laft thing which I fuppofed ot~
jected, viz. That this Book
necalefs, there b

i

and Cle Menders ,  thi
tediots and wnfuccefifd Of-

confefs, that it were here
unrea-

The Preface to the Reader.
wnreafonable for me to expedt a better rewards
Only” thus much I think with Modefly may be
faid, that I cannot ar prefent call 10 mind
any, thing that is propounded, kut what is ve-
7y hopeful, and eafily accomplifbed.  For in-
deeds; Jhould I go about to tell you, that a
Child can_never prove a profitable In-
[fructor of the People, unleft born when the
Sun is in Aries; or brought up in aSchool that
[Pands full South ; tha
10 govern a ParifbunlefC b
Horfe 5 or that b can n
great Work of the M
hundred years backward, it can’ be proved

one_of his Family ever had Cough,
Ague, or Gray Hiir' then I fhould wery pa-
tiently endure, to be peckoned among(t the
vaineft that ever made attempt.  But believe
me, Reader, I am not, as you will eafily fee,
any Contriver of an incorruptible and purs
Cryftalline Church; or any Expecter of a
Reign of nothing but Saints and Worthics
But only an honeft and hearty Wifber, that
the beft of onr Clergy might for ever con-
tinue as they dre, Rich and Learned s and
that the reft might be very ufeful, and well
cfieemedof in thiir Profeffion,

de the Great
ough the

for three
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CONTEMPT
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CLERGY and RELIGION

Enquited ino.

S IR,

SHAT fhort Difcourfe, which
we lately had concerning the
Clergy, continucs fo frelh in

your mind, that I perccive, by

your laft, you are more than a little trou-
bled to obferve that Dif-clteem that lies
upon feveral of thofe holy Men. Your
good wifhes for the Church, T know, are
Veryftrong and unfeigned, and your hopes
of the World receiving much more advan-
tage, and better advice, from fome of the
Clergy than ufually it is found by Expe-
A 4 rience
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[8]
rience to do, are neither needlefs nor im-
poffible. And as T have always been a de-
vout Admirer, as well as a firict Obferver
of your Actions; fo I have conftantly ta-
ken a great delight to cnm:ur with youin
your very v 3

Sir, that I have vlmn 1nmc few hor
on that whichtwas the occafion of your
lah Leceer, ‘and the fubject of our late Di-
¢ | before, Sir T nter upon
ou what are my Apprehenfions;
Emuft heartily profefs, u'u for my own
part, 1 did néver thin
lency and Perfe
aChurch, bur that Ours now ]1thde\0-
red, as formerly Eftablifhed, docs far ou-
20, as to.all Chriftian cnds and purpofes,
her the ‘nlrp and Bravery of Rome her
f, the beft ‘of Free Spiritual States.
But if fo it be allowable where we have
{o undoubredly Learned and Honourable
2 Clergy, to fippofe that fome of that
cred Profeflion, mighe poffibly have at-
taind to a gre ec of Efteem and
Ulefulnefs to the World; - then I hope
what ltas chus long hindred fo greac and
defirable a Bleffing to this Nation, may
be modeftly suds d ar; cither without
giving any wilful offence to thed prefent
Church ;

Church; or any great trouble, dear Sir,
to your felf: And'if I bé not very much
miftaken, whatever has herctofore, ot
does at prefent lcflen”ghe Vialue of our
Clergy, or rérder it ‘any-degree lefs fer-
vicea \1~l“ to ‘the World than might be rea=

fonably hoped; miay be eafily referred to
two very plairf things ; the Tenovance of
fome, and the Poverty of othiers of the
Cles

And firft, a5 to'the % of fome of
our Clergy; ifwewould make a ftarch
to purpole, We muft
vety beginnings of Educations and doube
T3, may lay a great part of our Misfor
cunes to the old fafhioned Methods and
Difcipline of Schooling it felf: Upon the
well ordering of which, although much of
the Improvement of our Clergy cantiot be
denied mainly to depend ; yet by reafon
this is fo well known to your (¢lf; as alfo,
that there has been many of undoubted
Learning and Experience, that have fecoti
their feveral Models for this purpofe ; 1
fhall therefore only mention fuch lofs of
time and abufe of youth,as is moft remark-
able and mifchievous, and as could not be
conveniently omitted in a Difcourfe of
this nature, though never fo fhort.

> as deep as the

And
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[10]
And firft of all, it were certainly worth
the confidering,whether it be unavoidably
neceflary to keepLads to fixtecn or feven-
teen years of Age, in pure flavery toa
few Latinand Greek words 2 Or whether
it may not be more convenient, efpecially
if we call to mind their natural Inclinati-
ons to eafc and idlenefs, and how harldly
they are perfuaded of the excellency of
thie’ iberal Arts and Scicnces, any further
than the {imart of the laft piece of Difci-
pline:is frefh in their memories ; whether,
I fay, it be not more proper and beneficial,
to mix with thof¢ unpleafant Tasks and
Drudgerics, {fomething that in probability
might notonly take much better with them,
but migh alfo be much cafier obtained 2
As fappofc, fome part of time was al-
lotted them for the reading of fome inno-
cent Englifb Authors; where they necd
not go every line fo unwillingly to a tor-
menting Di&ionary ; and whercby they
might come in a fhort time to apprchend
common fence; and to begin to judge
what is true: For you fhall have Lads that
are arch Knaves at the Nominative Cafe,
and that have a notable quick Eye at {py=
ing out the Verb, who for want of read-
miliar Books,
fhall

ing fuch common and f;

flag.l

fhall underfland no more of what is plain
and cafie, than a well cducated Dog or
Horfe. Or fuppofe, they weretaught (as
they might much ecafier be than what i
commonly offered to_them) the Princis
ples of Arithmetick, Geometry, and fuch
alluring parts of Learning : as thefe chings
undoubtedly would be much morc ufc-
ful, fo much more delightful to them,
than to be tormented with a redious Sto-
ry how Phacton broke his Neck ; or how
many Nutsand-Apples Zytirus had for his
Supper: For moft certainly Youths, if
handfomly dcalt with, are much inclina-
ble to Emulation, and to a very ufeful e-
ficem of Glory ; and more cipecially if
it be the Reward of Knowledge ; and
therefore if fuch things were carcfully
and difereetly propounded to - them’,
wherein they might not oply carncttly
contend amongft themfelves, but might
alfo fee how far they out-skil the reft of
the Waorld ; a Lad hereby would think
himfclf high and mighty, and would cer-
tainly take great delight in contemning
the next unlearned Mortal he meets with-
al. But if inftead hereof, you dict him
with nothing but Rules and’ Exceptions 3
with tirefome Repetitions of Amo’s and

AW’
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[r2 ]

wala’s 3 ferting a day alfo apart to recite
verbatim all the burdenfome Task of the
foregoing Weck (which Tam confident is
ufually as dreadful as an old Parliament
Faft) we muft needs believe that fuch a
one, thus managed, will fearce think to
prove immorral by fuch performances and
accomplifhments as thefe. You know ve-
ry well, Sir, that Lads, in the general,
have buta kind of ugly and otd concep-
tion of Learning ; and look upon it as
fucl a flarving thing, and unneceffary
perfection (cfpecially as it is ufually dilt
pens'd out unto them). thaeNine-pins and
Span-counter are judged much more hea-
venly Employments : And therefore what
pleafure, do we think, can fuch a one
take, inbeing bound to ger'againft break-
faft two or three hundred Rumblers our
of Homer, in commendation of Achilles’s
Toes, or the Grecian’s Boots: Or to have
meafured out unto him, very carly in the
morning, fiftecen or twenty well laid on
Lafhes, for letting a Syllable flip too foon,
or hanging too long upon it; Doubtlefs,
inftant Execution upon fuch grand Mif
carriages as thefe, will ecernally cngage
hxm/ to a moft admirable opinion ofE Lﬁc
Mufes.

Lads

[r31]

Lads, cerrainly, ought to be won by
all poffible Arts and Devices; and though
many have invented fine Pictures and
Games, to cheat them into the underta-
king of unreafonable burdens, yet this,
by no means, is fuch a lafting Temptati-
on, as the propounding of that, which
init felf is pleafant and alluring : For we
fhall find very many, though of no ex-
celling quicknefs, will foon perceive the
defign of the Landskip, and o looking
through the Veil, will then begin to take
as little delight in thofc prerty Contri-
vances,as in getting by heart three or four
leaves of ungay'd Nonfence.

Neithier {eems the Stratagem of Money
to be fo prevailing and catching, as a
down righe offering of fuch Books which
are ingenious and convenient ;. there be-
ing but very few fo intolerably carcful of
their Bellics, as to look upon the hopes
of a Cake, ora few Apples, to be a fuf-
ficient recompen(e for cracking their Pates
with a heap of independent words.

Tam nor fenfible, that I have faid any
thing in difparagement of thofe wo fa-
mous Tongues, the Greek and L
there being much reafon to val
beyond others; becaufe the beft




[r4]
mane Ledrning has beenr delivered unto
us in thofc Languages. But he that wor=
thips them, purtly out of honour to Rome
and Athess, having little or no refpect to
the ufefulnefsand excellency of the Books
themfelves (as many do) it is a fign he
has a great cfteem and reverence of Anti-
quity, but Ichink him by no means com-
parable for happinefs to him who carclies
Frogs, or hunts Butterflics.

That fome Languages therefore ought
to be ftudicd, is in a manncr abfolutely
neceffary, unlef§ all werc brought to one
(which would be _the happieft thing the
World could wifh for ;) but whether the
beginning of them, might not be more
infenfibly inftilled, and more advantage-
oufly obtained, by reading philofophical,
as well as other ingenious Authors, than
Famua Linguaruni's, crabbed Poems, and
crofs-grain'd Proft; as it hath been here-
tofore by others, {o it ought to be afreth
confidered by all well-withers, either to
the Clergy or Learning.

I know where it is the fafhion of fome
Schools to preferibe a Lad, for his Eveti-
ing refrefhmeng, out of Commenius, all
the Terms of Art, belonging to Aratomy,
Mathematicks, oxfome fuch picce of Ledr-

ning,

{etsi)
ning. Now, is it nota very likely thing
thata Lad fhould rake moft abfolute de-
light in conquering fuch a pleafant
Task, where, perhaps, he has two or
three hundred words to keep in mind,
with a very fmall proportion of Sence
thereunto belonging 5 whereas the ufe
and full Meaning of all thofe difficult
Terms, would have been moft infenfibly
obtained, by leifurcly reading in partica-
lar chis or the other Science? Is it not al-
1o likely to be very favory, and of com-
fortable ufc to one, that can {carce diftin-
guifh between Virtue and Vice, to be
tasked with high and Moral Poem: For
example, Tt is ufbally faid, by thofe thac
are intimately acquainted with him, that
Homer's Tliads and Odyffes contain myfti-
cally all the Moral Law for certain, ifnot
a greac part of the Gefpe! (T {uppofe
much after thatrate that Rablass faid his
Garagantua_contained all the Zen Com-
mandments) but perceivable only to thofe
that have a Poetical difcerning Spiric 5
wich which gift, 1 fuppofe few at School
are {o carly qualified. Thofe admirable
Verfes, Sir, of yours both Znglifh and
others, which you have fometimes fa-
voured me with a fight of, will nor fuf:
fer




[16]
fer me to be fo forcifh, as ‘to flight or
undervalie fo greatand noble an Accoms,
plithmenc. - But the commicting of fuch
hand brave fenc'd Poems to a School-

boy, whof main bufinels is to {ea ch out
cunningly the Antecedent and the Rela:

tive, -to lie ac catch for a fpruce Phrafe, a
Proverb, or a quaint and pithy Sentence,
is not only to very little purpofe,  bue

¥ lec a)

thae havirg gargled only thofé e

gant

Books at School, this ferves chem inficad
of reading them afterward, and dees in

a manner prevent their. being further
look'd into: So that all -the dmprove
ment, whatfoever it be, that may:be
r.A\p:d out of the beft and choicefy Poets,
is for the moft part utterly loft 5 in thac
atime is ufually chofen of reading chem,
when I)umumi is much- wanting to-gain
thence any true Advanrage. Thus thatad-
mirable and highly ufefl picce of Morali-
ty Zully's Offces, becaufeit is aBook com-
monly “conftrued at School, is generally
afterwards fo contemud by- Academicts,
that it is a long hours work :to convince
them, thav it 15 Worthyrof heing look'd

into again, becaiife’ they’ reckon it as/a
Book read over at
ftion notably digefted:

w00l, and na-gue=

If

Lag 1

If therefore the ill Methods of Schoole
ing does not only occafion a great lofs of
time there, but alfo does beget in Lads a
very odd opinion and apprelienfion of
carning, and much difpofes them to be
idle, when gota little free from the ufual
Severitics ; and that the hopes of more
or lefs Improvement in the Univecfities,
very much depend hiereu pon, it is, with-
out all doubt, the grear Concernment of
all tha with well to the Church, Um
fuch Careand char be had to the N
nagement of \.nw , that tlie Clergy
notfo much obftructed in their firft ’x[—
tempts and Preparations to Learning.

I cannox, Siz, poflibly be {0 ignorant;
as not to confider, that what has been
now offer'd upon this Argument, has not
only been largely infifted on by  others,
bur alfo refers not particularly to the
Clergy (whofe Welfare and Efteem 1
feem at prdu‘[ in a fpecial manner {oli~
<itous about) but in wm.ml to all Lear:
ned Profeflions, and Lhcuhm might reas
fonably have been omitted; which cers
rainly 1 had done, had I got calld to
mind, that of thofe many, that propound
Learning for a Profeffion;

o themfely
there is {carce one of | ten, bue that his
B Lot,
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[18]
Lot, Choice or Neceity, determines him
to the Study of Divinity.

Thus, Sir, 1 have given you my
Thoughts concerning the Ordérs and
Cuftoms of Common Schools : a Confi-
deration, in my apprehenfion, nor flight-
Iy tobe weighed ; being that to me feems
hereupon very much to depend the Le
ning and Wildom of the Clergy, and the
Profpericy of the Church.

The next Unhappinefs, that feems to
have hindred fome of our Clergy from
arriving to_that degree of Underflan-
ding, that becomes fich an Holy Offi
wheteby their Company and Difeourles
might be much more than they common-
Iy are valued and defired, is, the in-
confiderate fending of all kind of Lads
to the Univerfitics, let their Parts be ne-
ver {o low and pitiful, and the Inftructi-
ons they have lain under never fo mean
and contemptible, and the Purfes of
their Friends never fo fhort to maintain
them there.  If they have but the Com
mendation of fome lamentable and pici-
ful Conflruing-Mafter, it paffes for fuf-
ficient evidence, that they will prove
Perfons very eminent in the Church

That is to fay, if aLad has but a lufty
and

%,

[19]

.u,u well-bearing  Memory ( thi

the ufual and almoft only thing wher
by they judge of their Abilities
can fing aver very tunably three or four
Stanza’s of Lillys Poetry, be very quick
and ready totell what's Latin for all the
Inflruments belonging to his Father’s
Shop ;. if prefently, upon the firlt fean-
ning, he know a Spondec from a Dadiyl;
and can fic a few of thofe fame ithout
any fence to his fingers ends ;  if lattly,
he can_fay perfe@ly by heart his Acade
mick Catechifin, in pure and paffing Za-
tithy i.e. What is his Nume 2. Where wens
he 1o School 2 and What suthor is he beff
and chiefly skilid in¢ A forward Bo»,
crics the School-Mafter, a very preg-
nant Child ! ten thoufand pitics,” but he
fhould be a Scholar : He proves a Cler-
gy-man, Tl warrant you. Away to the
Univerfity he muft needs go ; then for a
litcle Logick, a litcle [r/wu, and, God
knows, a very little of every thing elle,
and the next time you meet lwn is in
the Pulpic,

Neither ought the Mifchief which a-
rifes from finall Cou untry Schools to pafs
unconfidered ; the Little Governours
whereof, lmmg for the moft pm, nor

B2 fuck'd
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[20]
fuck’d in above fix or feven mouthfuls
of Univerfity Air, muft yet by all means
fuppofe thémfelves fo notably furnifh'd
wwith all forts of Inftructions, and are fo
ambitious of the Glory of being counted
able to fend forth now and then to Ox-
ford or Cambridge, from the lictle Houfe
by the Chureh-yard’s fide, one of their
ill-educated Difcip] that to fach as
thefe oft-times is committed the Gui-
dance and Inftruction of a whole Parifh:
whofé Pates and Improvements duly con
fidered, will fearce’ render them fir Go-
vernours of a {mall Grammar-Caftle.
Not that it is neceffary to believe, that
there never was a Learned or Ufeful
Perfon in the Church, but fiuch whofe
Education had been at Weftminffer ot St.
Panl’s: But, whereas moft of the fmall
Schools, being, by their firlt Founders
defigned only for the Advantage of
poor Parifh-Children ; and alfo that the
Stipend is uftally fo finall and diféou-
sing, that very few, who can do much
more than teach to write and read, will
accept of fuch Preferment ; for thefe to
pretend to rig out their {mall ones for
an Univerfity-Life, proves oft times a

great Tnconvenience and Damage
to J\; Church, And

[21]

And as many fuch difmal things are
fent forth thus with very {mall Tackling,
{o not a few are pm\u\m wed  chither
by their Friends, from the Fore-fight of
a good Benefice. If there ln rich Pa-
flure, proficable Cuftoms, and that 77
ry the Eighth has raken our no Toll
the Holy “Land is 2 very good Land,
and affords abundance of Milk and Ho-
ney : far be it from their Confciences
the confidering whether the Lad is like-
ly to be feryiceable to the Church, or
fo make wifer and better any of his Pa-
rifhioners.

All this may feem at firft fight to be
cafily avoided by a {trit Examination a
the Univerfities, and {o returning by the
next Carrier all that was fear up not fic
for their purpofe. But becaufe many of
their Relations are oft-times of i
riour Condition ; and who cith
prudent Counlellors, or clfe out of a
tickling conceit of their Sons bein
forfooth, an Univerfity Scholar, have
purpofely omitted all other opportunitie:
of a Livelihood, to retowpn {uch, woul
feem a veay fharp and &
ment. Pofibly it mi
Pgrents themie}
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[a]
be much nore wary of determining their
Children to the " Trade of Learning.
And if fome of undoubted Knowledge
and Judgment, would offer their Advice,
and fpeak their hopes of a Lad about
thirteen or fourteen years of Age (which
Tll affure you, Sir, may be done with-
out Conjuring:) and never omit to en-
quire, whether his Relations are able
and willing to maintain him feven years
at the Univerfity , or fee fome certain
way of being continued there fo long,
by the Help of Friends or orhers ; as
alfo upon no fuch conditions, as {hall
in likelihood deprive him of the great.
eft part of his Studies.

For it is a Common Fathion of a
great many, to complement and invite
inferiour People’s Children to the Uni-
verfity, and there pretend to make fuch
an all-bounriful Provifion for them, as
they fhall not fail of coming to a very
ent Degree of Learning : But when
hey come there, they fhall fave a Ser-
a Wages.  They took thercfore

1
vaj
heretofore a very good Method to pre-
vent Sizars over-heating their Brains :
Bed-making , Chamber-fweeping , and
Water-fetching, were, doubtlefs, great

refer-

[ 23.]
Prefervatives againfl .too much vain Phi*
lofophy. Now certainly fuch Preten-
ded Favours and Kindnefies as thefe
the moft downright Difcourtefics in the
World.  For it 1s ten times more happy,
both for a Lad and the Church, to be
a Corn-cutter, or a Tooth-drawer, to
make or mend Shoes, or be of any in-
feriour Profeflion, than to be invited to,
and promifed the Conveniencies of a
Learned Education, and to have his
Name only. ftand airing upon the Col-
lege Tables, and his chief Bufine(s fhall
be to buy Eggs and Burter.

Neither oughe Lads Parts, before t
be determined to the Univerfity, be on-
ly confidered, and likelyhood of not
being difappointed in their Studies, bur
alfo Abilities or Hopes of being main-
tained until they be Maflers of Arcs
For whereas two hundred, for the moft
part, yearly Commence, icacce the fifth
parc of thefe continue afier their tak
i As for the reft,
ving exacly Learned, Quid
and” Quor funt Virtutes Moralys
they go by the firlt Carrier, upon the
top of the Pack, into the Welt or
North, or elfewhere, according as their

B4 Eftates




Eflates lie, with Burgerfdecius, Enflachius,
and fuch grear helps of Divinity; and
then for the Propagation of the Gofpel.
By that time they can fay the Predica-
ments and Creed, they have their choice
of Preaching or Starving. Now, what
a Champion' for Truth is fuch a thing
liks

i to be: What an huge Blaze he
in the Church? What a Raifer of
Dogtrines : What a Confounder of He-
refies 2 What an  Able Interpreter of
Hard Places : What a Refolver of Cafes
of Confcience > and What a Prudent
Guide muft he needs be to all his Pa-
rifh ¢
You may poffibly think, S7r, that
this {o carly Preaching might be eafily
avoided by with-holding Holy Orders,
the Church having very pradendy con-
ftituted in her Canons, That none un-
der Twenty three years of Age (which
is the ufual Age after feven years being
at the Univerfity) fhould be admitted
t Great Employment.
indeed might feem to do fome
twere it carcfully obferved ; and
¢ there not a thing to be got, eal-
b which will prefemtly
Jap

[25]
Bue if you will, Sir, well fuppofe
that Orders were ftrictly denied to all,
unlefs qualified according to Canon. |
cannot forefee’ any other Remedy, but
that moft of thofe Univefity Youngfters
muft fall ta the Parifh, and become a
Town Charge, until they be of Spiritual
Age.  For Philofophy is a very idle thing,
when one is cold: And a {mall Syftem
of Divinity (though it be Wollebius him-
felf) is not fufficient when one is hun-
gry. Whatthen fhall we do with them,
2nd where fhall we difpofe of them un-
il they come to an Holy Ripenefs: May
we venture them into the Desk to read
Service 2 That cannot be, becaufe nor
capable : Befides, the Tempting Pulpic
ufually ftands too near. Or, fhall we
truft them in fome good Gentiemens
Houfes, there to perform Holy things <
With all my heart; fo that they may
not be called down from their Studics
1o fay Grace to every Health: Thar
they may have a little berrer Wages
than the Cook or Butler : As alfo that
there be a Groom in the Houfe, befides
the Qhapluin : ( For {ometimes to the
Ton Pounds a Year, they crowd the
Iooking after 2 couple of Gcldin%:?
s And
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And that he may not be fent from Ta-
ble, picking his Teeth, and fighing with
his Hat under his Arm, whilft the Knight
and my Lady cat up the Tarts and Chic-
kens: It may be alfo convenient, if he
were fuffered to fpeak now and then in
the Parlour, befides ac Grace and Pray-
er time: And that my Coufin Abigail
and he fir not too near one another at
Meals: Nor be prefented together to
the little Vicarage. All this, Siz, muft
be thought of : For in good carneft, a
Perfon at all thoughtfal of himfelf and
Confcience, had much better chufe to
live with nothing but Beans and Peafe-
pottage (fo that he may have the com=
mand of his Thoughts and Time) than
to have his fecond and third Courfes,
and to obey the unreafonable Humours
of fome Familics.

And, as fome think, two or three
Years Continuance in the Univerfity,
to be time fufficient for being very grear
Inftruments in the Church; {o others
we have {o moderate, as to count
that a folemn Admiflion, and a for-
mal  paying of College Detriments,
without the Trouble of Philofophical
Difcourfes, Difputations, and the like,
are
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are Virtues that will influence as far
as Newcaftle, and improve though at
never fo great a diftance.

So ftrangely poffefled are People, in
general , with the Eafinefs and fall
Preparations that are requifite to the
Undertaking of the Miniftry, that,
whereas in other Profeffions they plain-
ly fee what confiderable time is fpent,
before they have any Hopes to arrive to
Skill enough to practife, with any con-
fidence , what they have defigned ; yet
to preach to ordinary Teople, and go-
vern a Country-Parifh, is ufually judg’
fuch an cafie Performance, that any Bo-
dy counts himfelf fic for the Employ-
ment. We find very few fo unreafona-
bly confident of their own Parts, as to
profefs cither Law or Phyfick, withour
cither a  confiderable Continuance in
fome of the Zwns of Court, or an indu-
ftrious Search ‘into Herbs, Anatomy
Chymiftry, and the like; unlefs it
only to make a Bond, or give a €
fter. But, as for the Knack of Pre
ing, as they call it, that isfuch a v
ry Eafie Attainment, that he is counteld
dull to purpofe that is not able at a ve-
ry {mall Warning, to faften upon any
ext
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Text of Scripture ; and to tear and
tumble it till the Glaf§ be out. Many,
1 know very well, are forced ro dif-
continue, having neither Stock of their
own, nor Friends to maintain them in
the Univerfity. But whereas a Man’s
Profeflion and Employment in this
World, is very much in his own, or in
the Choice of fuch who are moft ncarly
concerngd for him: He therefore that
forefees that he is not likely to have
the Adyantage of a continued Educati-
on, he had much better Commic hime
I to an approved of Cobler. or Zinker,
wherein he may be duly refpected accor;
ding to his Office and Condition of Life,
than to be only a dif-eltecmed Perrifoz-
zer or Emperick in Divinity.

By this time, Sir, 1 hope you begin to
confider , what a great Difadvantage it
has been to the Church and Religion,
the meer Venturous and inconfiderate
Determining of Youths to the Profeflion
of Learning.

There is itill one thing by a very few
at all mi , that ought alfo not to
be over-looked ; and that is a good
Conftitution and Health of Body. And
sherefore " difcrect and wife Phyficians

oughe
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ought alfo to be confulted, before an ab-
folute Refolve be made to live the Life
of the Learned. For he that has Strength
enough to buy and bargain, may be of a
very unfic Habit of Body to fic ftill fo
much, as, in general, is requifite to a
Competent Degree of Learning: For
although Reading and Thinking break
neither neither Legs nor Arms, yet cer-
winly there is nothing that fo flags
the Spirits, diforders the Blood, and
enfeebles the whole Body of Man, as
as intenfe Studies. As for him that
tives Blocks, or carries Packs, there is
no great Expence of Parts, no Anxiery
of Mind, no great intellectual Penfives
nefs: Let him but wipe his Forchead,
and he is petfectly recovered. But he
that has many Languages to remember ;
the Nature almoft of the whole World to
confult; many Hiftories, Fathers, and
Councils to fearch into ; if the Fabrick
of his Body be not Strong and Health-
ful, you will foon find him as thin as
Metaphyficks, and look as picrcing as
School Swbtilty. "This, Sir, could not be
conveniently omitted ; not only, be-
caufc many are very Carelefs of this
Point, and™at a venture determine their
Young
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Young Relations to Learning ; but be-
caufe, for the moft part, if amonglt
many, there be but one of all the Fami-
ly that is Weak and Sickly, that is Lan-
guithing and Confumptive, this of all
the reft, as counted not fic for any
Courfe Employment, fhall be pick’d out
as a Choice” Veflel for the Church:
Whereas, moft evidently, he is much
more able to dig daily in the Mines,
than to fit crofs-legg'd Mufing upon his
ook.

I am very fenfible how obvious it
might be here to hint, Thag this, {o
Curious and Severe Inquiry, would
much hinder the Pracdtice, and abate
the Flourifhing of the Univerficies : As
alfo, there has been feveral, and are
flill many Living Creatures in the World,
who, whilt Young, were of a very
Slow and Meek Apprehenfion, have yer
afterwards Cheared up into a Grear
Brisknefs, and became Mafters of much
Reafon: And others there have been,
who, although forced to a fhort Conti-
nuance in the Univerficy, and that ofi-
times incerrupted by unavoidable Servi-
ces, have’ yet, by a fingular Care and
Induftry, proved very Famous in their
Gene-
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Generation: and laftly,
very Feeble and Crafie Conttitutions
in their Childhood, have out-ftudied
their Diftempers, and have become ve-
ry Healehful, and Serviceable to the
Church.

As for the Flourithing , , Sir, of the
Univerfities ; what has been before faid,
aims not, in the leaft, ar Gentlemen,
whofe Coming thither is chiefly for the
Hopes of Single Improvement, and
whofe Eftates do free them from the
Neceflity of making a Gain of Ars
and Sciences; but only at fuch as in-
tend to make Learning their Profeffion,
as well as Accomplifhment : So that our
Schools may be ftill as full of Flourifh-
ings, of Fine Cloaths, Rich Gowns,
and Future Benefadtors, as ever. And
fuppofe we do imagine, as it is not ne-
ceflary we fhould, that the Number
fhould be a little leflen'd ; this furely
will not abate the true Splendour of
an Univerfity, in any Man's Opinion,
but his, who reckons the Flourifhing
thereof,, rather from the Multitude of
meer Gowns, than from the Ingenuity
and Learning of thofe that wear them’;
no more than we have reafon to count
the
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the flouriihinig of the Church, from. that
vaft number of People that crowd iato
Holy Orders , rather than from thofe
Jearned and ufeful Perfons, thar defend
her Truths and manife(t her Ways,

But, I fay, I do not fee any perfect
Neceffity, that our Schools {hould here-
upon be thin'd and lefs frequented 5
having faid nothing againft the Mult-
tude, bur the Indiferect Choice. I
thercfore, inftcad of fuch cither of In-
feriour Parts, or a Feeble Confticution,
or of Unable Friends, there were pick'd
out thofe that were of a tolerable Inge-
nuity, of a Study-bearing Body, and
had good Hopes of being continued ;
as hence there is nothing to hinder our
Univerfities from being full , {o like-
wife from being of great Credit and
Learning.

Not to deny then, but that now and
then there has been a Lad of very Sub-
miffive Parts, and perhaps no  grear
fhare of time allowed him for his Stu-
dies, who hath proved, beyond all Ex-
pedtation, Brave and Glorious: Yer,
furely, we are not to over-reckon this
fo rare a hit, as to think chat enc
fuch proving Lad fhould make Recom<
penfe
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penfe and Satisfaction for thofe many

Weak ones (as the Common Pcop':l:

love to phrafe them) that are in the

Church.  And that no Care ought to

e taken, no Choice made, no Main-
tenance provided or confidered, be-
caufe now and then in 4n Age, one
miraculoufly, beyond all Hopes, proves
Learned aud Ufeful, is a Pradice,
whereby never greater Mifchicfs and
Dif-efteem has beep brought upon the
Clergy.

I have in fhort, Sir, mn over what
feemed to me the firk Occafions of
that {mall Learning, that is to be found
amongft fome of the Clergy. I fhall
now pals from Schooling to the Uni-
verfities.

I am nor fo unmindful of that Devo-
tion which I ow to thofe Places, nor of
that grear Efteem I profefs to have of
the Guides and Governours thereof, as
to go about to preferibe new Forms
and “Schemes of Educatiof, where Wil
dom has laid her Top-ftonc. Neitlier
fhall T here examine which Philofophy
the Old or New, makes the beft Ser-
mons : It s hard to fay that Exhor-

C ations
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tations can be to no purpofe, if the
Preacher believes that the Earth rurns
round : Or, that his Reproofs can rake
1o effect, unlefs he will fuppofe a Vacu-
#m. There have been good Sermons,
1o queftion, made in the days of Mate-
yia Prima and Occult Qualities = and there
are doubtlefs, flill good Difcourfes now
under the Reign of Atoms.

There are bur two things wherein 1
count the Clergy chiefly concerned (as
to Univerfity Improvements ) that at
prefent 1 fhall venture to make Inquiry
meo.

And the firft is this, Whether or no
it were not highly ufcful ( efpecially
for the Clergy, who are fuppofed to
fpeak Englifh to the People) that En-
glifbh Exercifes were impofed upon Lads,
if not in Publick Schools, yet at leaft
privately. Not, buc that T am abun-
dantly fatisfied that Latin, O Latin ! *tis
the all in all, and the very cream of
the Jeft : As alfo, that Oratory is the
fame in all Languages : The fame Rules
being obferved, the fame Method, the
fame  Arguments, and Arts of Perfua-
fion ; But yer it {cems fomewhat beyorlvd

the
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the reach of ordinary Youth, fo to ap-
prehend thofe general Laws, s to make
a juft and allowable Ufe of them in all
Languages, unlefs exercifed particularly
in them. Now, we know, the Lan-
guage that the very Leamned parc of
this Nation muft eruil ro live by, unlefs
it be to make a Bond or prefccibe a
Purge (which pofiibly may not oblige
or work {o well in" any’ other Lan-
guage as Latin) is the Englih. And
after a Lad bas taken his lcave of Ma-
dam Univerfity, God blefs him, he is
not likely to deal afterward wich much
Latin; unlefs it be to chequer a Ser-
mon, or to fay a Salvato to fome travel-
ling Dominatio Veftra. Neicher is i
enough to fay, that the Englifp is the
Language with which we are fwaddled
and rock’d afleep, and thercfore there
needs none of this Arificial and Super-
added Care.  For there be thofe that
{peak very well , plainly, and to the
purpofe, and yet write moft Pernicious
and Phanratical Scuff': Thinking, that
whatfoever is Writcen muft be more than
ordinary, muft be beyond tlie Guife of
Common Speech, muft fasour of Rea-

O ding
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ding and Learning, though it be alto-
gether Needlefs, and perfedly Ridi-
cu'ous.

Neither ought we to fuppofé it fuffi-
cient, that Englifh Books be frequent-
ly read, becaufe there be of all forts
good and bad (and the worft are like-
Iy to be admircd by Youth more than
the beft) unles Exercifes be required
of Lads, whercby it may be gueffed
whiat: their Judgment is, where they may
be miftaken, and what Authors chey

ropound to themfelves. for Imitation.
Eor by this means they may be corre-
&ed and advifed carly, according -as
occafion fhall require: Which if not
done, their ill Stile will be fo confir-
med, and their Improprieties of Speech
will become fo natural, that it will be
a very hard matcer to flir or alter
their Fafhion of Writing. It is very
curious to obferve, what delicate Let-
ters your Young Students write after
they “have got a litle Smack of Uni-
verfity Learning ! In_what Elaborate
Heights and Toffing Non(enfe will they
greer a down-right Englifh Father, or a
Country Friend! If there be a plain
Word
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Word in it, and fuch as is ufed at
home, this taftes not, fay they, of E-
ducation among(t Philofophers, and it
is counted damnable Duncery and want
of Phanfic: becanfe, Zour Loving
Friend, or Humble Servant, is a com-
mon Phrafe in Country-Letters ; there-
fore the Young Epiftler is Tours to the
Antipodes, or at leaft to the Cemtre of
the Earth; and becaufe Ordinary Folks
Love and Refpect you , therefore you
are to him the Pole Star, a Facob's
Staff, a Load-Stone, and a Damask

ofe.

And the Mifery of it is, this perni-
cious accuftomed” way of Expreffion,
does not only oft-times go along with
them to their Benefice, but accom-
panics them to the very Grave:
And for the moft part an Ordinary
Cheef-monger, or Plumb-Seller, that fearce
ever heard of an Univerfity, fhall write
much better Senfe , and more to the
purpofe than thefe young Philofophers,
who injudicioufly hunting only for great
Words, make themfelves learnedly ri-
diculous.

C3 Neither
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Neither can it be cafily apprehended,
how the ufe of Ewglifh Exercifes {hould
any ways hinder the Improvement in
the Latin Tongue ; but rather be much
to_its' Advantage: And this may be
cafily believed, confidering what dainty
Stuff is ufually produced for a Latin
Entertainment.  Chicken-broth is not
thinner than that which is commonly
offered for a piece of moft pleading
and convincing Senfe. For, FIl but
fuppofe an Academick Youngfler to be
put upon a Latin Oration : Away he
goes prefently to his Magazine of col-
leéted  Phrafes; he picks out all the
Glitterings he can find ; he hales in all
Proverks, Flowers, Poetical Snaps, Tales
out of the Dicionary, or elfe rcady La-
tin'd to his band out of Licofthenes :
This done, he comes to the end of the
Table, and having made a fubmiffive
Leg, and a litdle admir'd the Number
and underftanding Countenances of his
Auditors (let the Subje& be what it
will) he falls prefently into a moft /s
mentable Complains of his Infuficiency and
Tenwity : That he, poor thing, hath ne ac-
quaintance with above a Mnfcg and a halfs
and
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and that he never drusk ghove fize q. of
Helicon, and you have put him here upon
fuch a Task (perhaps the bufinefs is on-
ly, which is the nobleft Creature a Flea
or a Loufe ) that would much better fir
fome old Soker ar Parnaflus, than kis fip-
ping wnexperienced Bibberfbip.  Alas, poor
Child \ he is forry at the very foul that he
has no ketter Speech, and wonders in his
heart ihat you will lofe [o much time as
10 hear him : For he has neither Squibs
nor Fire-works. s Stars nor Glories 5 the
curs'd Garrier loft his befl Book f Phra-
fes and. the malicious Micz and Rats eat
up all his Pearls and Golden Sentences.
Then he tickles over a little the Skirts
of the Bufinefs: By and by for a Simi-
litude from the SunorMoon, or if they be
not ac leifure from the Greyey'd Morn, a
[hady Grove,or a purling Stream : This done,
he tells you that Barnaby-bright wosld be
much too [bort for him to tell you all that he
cauld [y : and fo, foaring hefbould break
the thread of your Patience, he concludes.
Now, it feems, Sir, very probable,
that if Lads did bu firft of all deter-
mine in Englifh, what they intend to
{ay in Latin, they would of themfclyes
C 4 {foon
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foon difcern the Triflingnefs of fuch A-
pologies, the pitifulnefs of their Mart-
ter, and the Impertinency of their Tales
and Phanfies, and would, according to
their Subject, Age, and Parts, offer that
hich would be much morc manly,
d colerable Seofe. And if I may el
ou, Sir, what 1 really think, moft of
that Ridiculoufnefs, phantaftical Phra-
fes, harth, and fometimes blafphemous
Metaphors, abundantly foppifh Simili-
tudes, childifh and empty Tranfitions,
and the like, (o commonly urtered out
of Pulpits, and fo fatally redounding to
the Difcredit of the Clergy, may, in a
great meafure, be charged upon“the
want of that which we have here {o much
contended for.

The fecond Enquiry that may be
made, is this, Whether or no Punning,
Quibling, and that which they call
Joquing, and fuch other Delicacies of
Wit, highly admired in fome Academick
Exercifes, might not be very conve-
niently omitted: For one amay defire
but to know this one thing: Tn what
profeffion fhall that fort of Wit prove
of Advantage > As for Law, where no-
thing
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thing but the moft reaching Subrilty,
and the clofeft Arguing is allowed of,
it is not to be imagined, that blending
now and thena picce of a dry Verle,
and wreathing here and there an old
Latin  Saying into a Difmal Jingle,
fhould give Title to an Eftate, or
clear out an obfcure Evidence. And as
licee ferviceable can it be to Phyfick,
which is made up of fevere Reafon,
and well eryed Experiments. And as
for Divinity, it this place I fhall fay no
more, but that thofe ufually that have
been Rope-dancers in the Schools, oft-
times prove uddings in the Pulpit.
For he that in hus Youth has allowed
himfelf this Liberty of Academick Wit,
by this means he has ufually {o thinn'd
his Judgment, becomes fo prejudiced a-
gainft fober Sence , and fo altogether
difpofed to Trifling and Jingling : that
{o foon as he gets hold of a Text, he

_prefently thinks that he has catch'd one

of his old School-queftions ; and fo falls
a flinging it out of one hand into ano-
ther, toffing it this way -and that; lets
it run a licele upon the Line; then Za-
amius , High Fingo, come again; here

catching

.
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carching at a Word, there lie nibling and
fucking at an and, a by, a quis or a quid, a
ficand a ficut 5 and thus minces the Text
fo {mall, that his Parifhioners, until he
rendezvouze it again, can fearce tell
what's become of it.

But, fhall we debar Youth of fuch
an Innocent and Harmlefs Recreation,
of fuch a great Quickner of Parts, and
Promoter of Sagacity? As for the firft,
its Innocency of being allowed of for a
time, ] am {o far from that perfuafion,
that from what has been before hinted,
1 count it perfectly contagious, and as
a thing that for the moft part infects
the \violc Life, and influences upon
moft A&ions. For he that finds him-
felf to have the right Knack of letting
off a Joque, and of pleafing the Hum-
fters, be is not only very hardly brought
off from admiring thofc ‘goodly Ap-
plaufes, and heavenly Shouts, but it is
ten to one if he direé@ts not the whole
bent of his Studics to fuch idle and
contemptible Books, as fhall only fur-
nifh bim with Materials for a Laugh,
and fo neglects all that fhould inform
his Judgment and Reafon, and make
him
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him a Man of Ufe and Reputation in
the World.  And as for the pretence of
making People fagacious and peflilently
Witty : I fhall only defire that the Na-
wre of chat kind of Wit may be confi-
dered, which will be found to depend
upon fome flch Fooleries as thefe: As
firft of all, the lucky Ambiguity of fome
Word or Sentence. Oh! what a Happi-
nefs isit, and how much does a Young-
fler count himfelf beholden to the Stars,
that fhould help him to fuch a taking
Jeft 2 And whereas there be o many
thoufand Words in the world, and char
he fhould luck upon the right one, that
was fo very much to -his purpofe, and
that at the Explofion made fuch 2
goodly Report 2 Or clfe they rake Zil-
s Grammar ; and if they can bur find
two or three Letters of any Name in
any of the Rules or Examples of that
good Man’s Works, it is as very a
icce of Wit, as any has pa®d” in
own fince the #ing came in. Oh!
how the Frefh-men will skip to hear
one of thofc Lines well laugh'd at, that
they have been fo often yerk'd for?
It is wue, fuch things as thefe go'for
Wit
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Wit fo long as they continue in La-
ting but what difmally fhrimp’d things
would they appear, if turn’d into En-
glif. And if we fearch into what was
or might be pretended , we fhall find
the Advantages of Latin-Wit to be very
fmall and {lender, when it comes into
the World. I mean not only amongft
ftri Philofophers and Men of meer
Notions, or amongft all-damning and
illiterate  ed but amonglt thofe
that arc truly ingenious, and judicious
Mafters of Phanfic: We fhall find what

uotation out of Qui mihi, an Axi-
om of Logick, a Saying of a Philofo-
pher, or the like,” though managed
with fome Quicknefs, and applicd with
fome Ingenuity , whatever they did
hererofore, will not in our days pafs,
or be accepted for Wit. For we muft
know, that as we are now in an Age
of great Philofophers and Men of Rea-
fon, fo of grear Quickne(s and Phan-
fic: and Latin which
heretofore, though never {o impertinent-
ly fecch'd in, was counted admirable,
becaafe it had a Learned Twang, yet
now, fuch Stuff being ous of fafhion,
is

[45]
is efteemed but very bad Company.
For the World is now, efpecially in
Diftourfe, for one Language, and he
that has fomewhat in his mind of Greek
or Latin, is requefted now adays to be
civil, and tranflate it into Englifh _for
the benefic of the Company. And he
that has made it his whole bufinefs to ac-
complifh himfelf for the Applaufe of a
company of Boys, Schoolmafters, and
the cafieft of Country Divines, and has
been fhouldred out of the Cock-pit for
his Wit ; when ke comes into the wor'd,
is the moft likely perfon to be kick'd
out of Company, for his Pedantry and
over-weening Opinion of himfelf. ~ And,
were it neceffary, it is an_ eafie matcer
to appeal to Wits, both antient and
modern, that, beyond all Controverfic,
have been fufficiently approvid of, that
never, [ am confident, received their
Improvements by employing their time
i Puns and Quibbles. There is the
Prodigious Lucian, the Great Don of
Mancha, and there arc many now living
Wits of our own, who never ly
were atall infpired from a 77
re filius’s, or Pra 0r's




I have ventured, Sir, thus far, not
to find faulc with, but only to enquire
into an antient Cuftom or two of the
Univerfities, wherein the Clergy feem

to be a little concerned, as to their E-
ducation there. T fhall now look upon
them as Beneficed, and confider their
Preaching : wherein I pretend to give
no Rules, having ncither any Gift at i,
nor Authority to do it ; but only fhall
make fome Conje at thofe Ufelefs
and Ridiculous things, commonly ut
tered in Pulpits, thot are generally dift
gufted, and arc very apt to bring Con-
tempt upon the Preacher, and that Reli-
gion which lie profefics,

Amongft the firft things that {eem to be
ufelefs, may be reckon’d the high toffing
and fwaggering Preaching ; cither moun-
tingly Eloquent, or profoundly Learned.

For there be a fort of Divines, who if

they do bur happen of an unlucky hard
Word all the Week, they think them-
felves not carcful of cheir Flock, if they
lay it not up till Swsday, and beftow it
amongft them in their next Prcachment.
Or, if they light upon fome difficult and
obfcure Notion, which their Curiofity
inclines
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inclines them to be better acquainte
with, how ufelefs foever, nothing fo fre-
quent as for them for a month or two
months together , to tear and tumble
this Doctrine, and the poor People once
a Week fhall come to gaze upon them
by the Hour, uncil they preach them-
felves, as they think, into a right Under-
ftanding.

Thofe that areinclinable to make thefe
ufeles Speeches to the People, they
do it for the moft parr, upon onc of
thefe two Confiderations : Either out
of Simple Phanaftick Glory, and a grear
Studioufnefs of being wonderd at; as
if gerting into the Pulpit were a kind of
Staging ; where nothing was to be con-
fidered , but how much the Sermon
takes, and how much flared ac: or elfe
they do this, to gain a Refpet and Re-
verence from their People; who, fay
they arc to be puzzld now and then,
and carried into the Clouds. For, if
the Minifter’s words be fuch as the Con-
ftable ufes, his Matter Plain and prach-
cal, fuch as come to the Comn:
Market, he may pafs poflibly for
Hone

an
, Wellmeaning Man, but by ne
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means for any Scholar : whereas if he
Gprings forch now and then in High
Raptares towards the uppermoft Hea-
vens, dathing here and there an alk
founding Word ; if he foars aloft in
unintelligible Hufls , preaches Points
Deep and Myftical, and them
as Dark and Phantaflical ; this is the
way, fay they, of being accounted 2
noft Able and Learned Inftructor.
Others there be, whofe Parts ftand
not {o much towards Words and
Lofty Notions, but confift in {cattering
upand down, and befprinkling all their
Sermons with plenty of Greek and Latin.
And becaufe S. Paul, once or fo was
pleafed to make ufe of a licele Heathen
Greck 5 and that only when he had oc-
cafion to difcourfe ‘with fome of the
Learned ones, that well underftood him,
thercfore muft they needs bring in twen-
ty Pocts and Philofophers Gif they can
cacch them ) into an Hour's Talk
Spreading themfclyes in abundance of
Greck and Latin, to a Company of Far-
mers and Shepherds.  Neither will they
reft there, but have at the Febrew alfo ;
not contenting themfelves to el che
People

that they have
Text, and that the

they offer agrees w
muit fivagger alfo ove
fhioners with dread
with theit
and. many c
timately acquainted with ; whereas thierc
is nothing in the Chutch, ot near it bya
Mile, that underftands them, bur God
Almighty himfel§, whom it is fuppof
they go tiot -about to infc 1

This Learned w.
for the
out o (tentarion ,

of

f mes

hich rakes not the Cafe mu
ter ) it is done in Complement o
= done n Complement and Ci-
vility o the all-wife Patron, or allwun=
detftanding Fufticz of

the Prace, in the
Bt 7o by e Comioh Fltmers
of the Town, muft be thought to un-
derftand the moft in Notions'
and the moft difficult Languages. Now,
what an admitable ching chus is > Sup-
pofe there fhould be one or o in the
whole Chutch tha
whac befides Zrgl
h

underftands {ome-
g wlifb 5 thall not I think that
e under(tands that better 2 Mufk I outof

D> Courts
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Courtfhip to his Worfhip and Underftan-
ding, and becaufe perhaps T am to dine
with him, prate abundance of fuch ftuff,
which 1 muft needs know no body un-
derftands, or that will be the better for
himfelf, and perhaps fearce he?

y, becaufe I cercainly know
of that Difpofition, who, if

chance to have a Man of any
Learning or Underflanding, more than
the reft in the Parifh, preach wholly
at"him, and level moft of their Dif-
courfes ar his fuppofed Capacity, and
the reft of the good People fhall have
only a handfome Gaze or View of the
Parfon. As it plain Words, ufeful.and
intelligible Infiru@tions were not as
good for an Efguire, or one that is in
Commiffion from the King, as for
him that holds the Plough, or mends
Hedges.

Certainly he that confiders the De-
fign of his Office, and has a Confci-
enace anf ble to that Holy Under-
taking, muflt nceds concieve himfelf en-
gaged, not only to mind this or thar
accomplithed or well-dres'd Perfon, but
muft have an Univerfal Care and Re-

gal

[511]
gard of all his Parifh. And as b
think himfelf bound not only to vif
Down Beds, and Silken ~ Curtains,
buc alfo Flocks and Straw, if there be
need : So ought his Care to be as large
to inftruct. the Poor, the Weak and
Defpicable Parc of his Parith, as thofe
that fit in the bet Pews. He thatdoes
otherwife, thinks not at all of a Man’s
Soul, but only accommodates himfelf
to Fine Cloaths , an Abundance of
Ribbons, and the high
Chugeh : Not thinking, t

of

as much

World, by
ftruction, aved one tha
Collection, as him that is
lieve half ‘the Town. It is very plain
that neither our . , when he was
upon Farth and tau World
iny fuch Dittir
courfes : What more e to all
Mankind, than his Sermon upon the
Mount:‘Ncnlu. did the Apofties think
y nder whom they
tn: T will fuppofé once
again, that the defign of thefe Perfons
35 to gain Glory s And I will ask them;
Dz

in_his Dif

can
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o there be any greater in the World
than doing General Good: To omit
future Reward : Was it not always e-
ftcemed of old, that correcing’ Evil
Practices, reducing People that lived
amifs, was much better than making 2
h .m it about a Shuttle-cock , and
tantaro about a Feather
) ¥ \hm would be only admired,
en would I gladly have them confi-
der what a th d

) and delicate kind of
Admiracion is likely to be produced,
ty that which is.not at all underftood
Certainly thac Man that has a defign
of building up to himfelf Real Fame
in good carncit, by things well laid
and fpoken, his way to effect it, is
i by talkiog faringly , and cafting a
Mift ‘before the Peoples Eyes, but by

ering fuch things by which he may

med with l\\\m\]u‘% and Un-

concerning Hard Words
h“w Notions, and unprofitable Quota
tions out of Learned Languages. 1
fhall now confider fuclt things as are xi=
mw!mh, that {erve for Chimney and

alk, after the Sermon be dones
and

[53]
and that do caufe mor 1
the Preacher to be fcorn’d 2
valued. 1 have no reafon, .‘7
about o determine what Style or Me-
thod is beft for the Improvement and
Advantage of all People: For I que-
ftion not but there has been as many
feveral forts of Preachers as Orators,
and though very different , wL ufeful
and commendable in their kind. Za
takes wry defervedly with many, Ses
ca with others, and” Cato, no m\‘lu-
faid chings wif d\ and we » dou
I8 the fame Scripture may
by feveral be variou M\ confidered ; and
although their Method and Style be
together different, yet they may :\Ul seak
all things very convenient for the b
ple to know, and be advisd of Bur
yet certainly what is moft undoubted-
ly Ufelefs and Empty, or what isjudg'd
ab(u]\mlx ridiculous, not by this
that curious or {queamifh
by every Man in the Co
underftands bur plain £z
mon Senfe, ought to be avoided.
all People are naturally born with fuch

2 Judgment of true and allowable RS

Rhee
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rorick, that is, of what is decorous and
convenient to be {poken, that whatever
is grofly otherwife, is ufually ungrate-
ful, not only to the wife and skilful
part of the Congregation, but fhall feem
alfo ridiculous to the unlearned Tradef=
men, and their young Apprentices
Amongtt which , may be chiefly rec-
koned thefe following , Harfh Meta-
phors, Childifh Similicudes, and ill ap-
plied Tales.

The firft Main thing, T fay, that
makes many Sermons o ridiculous,
and the Preachers of them fo much
difparaged and undervalued, is an in-
confiderate ufe of frightful Metaphors;
which making fuch 2 remarkable Im-
preflion upon the Fars, and leaving fuich
2 Jarring “Twang behind them, are oft-
times remember'd to the Diferedit of
the Minifter , as long as he continues
in the Parifh. I have heard the very
Children in the Streets, and the lirtle
Boys clofe about the Fire, refreth them-
{elves firangely, but with the Repeti-
tion of a few of thofe far-ferch’d and
odd-founding  Expreffions : Zully there-

fore and Cefar, two greatelt Mafters

[s51
of Roman Eloquence, were very wary
and fparing of that fort of Rhétorick :
We may read many a page in their
Works, before we meet with any of
thofe Bears; and if you do light upon
one or fo, it fhall not make your bair
ftand right up, or put you into a fir
of Convulfion; but it fhall be o foft
fignificant and familiar, as if ’twere
made for the very purpofe. But as for
the common fort of People that arc
ldicted to this way of Expreflion in
their Difeourfes, away prefencly to both
the Zndies, rake Hcaven and Earth,
down to the bottom of the Sea, then
tumble over all Arts and Sciences, ran-
fack all Shops and Ware-houfes, fpare
neither Camp nor City, but that they
will have them. So fond are fuch de

adc

e

) de-
ived ones of thefe Tame gay Words,
that they count all Difcourfes empty,
dull and cloudy, unlefs befpangled with
thefe Glitterings. Nay, fo injudicious
and impudent together, will they fome-
times be, that the Almighty himfelf is
often in danger of being difhonoured
by thefe indiferecr and horrid Mera-
phor-Mongers : And when they thus

1 blafpheme
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blaf phemc the God of Heaven, by fuch
unhallowed Exprefiions , to make
mends, mg\"i] put you in, an As it were
forfooth,, Iy ; that is,

I bold: to q.w< what
z God himfelf, ra-

omit what they judge,. tho
fe to be witty: A then
in hobling with their lame

1 with their. Reverenge. be

cre not much better
to leave. out what they forefee is likely
to be interpreted for B y, or at
lealt grear Extravagancy, than to ucter
that, for which their own Reafon and
Conftience tells them, they are bound
ro lay in before-hand an Excufe.
To which may be further {ubjoin'd,
That Metaphors, tho very apt and a
lowable, arc intelligible but to fome
{forts of M
Lifc, this or that Profeffion: For
exan aps onc Gentleman's Me-
raphorical Knack o

aching comes of

the Sea, and then we fhall hear of no

thing but S
Stens , Sterns and

like

twater 1

Men , of this or that kind of

need take a Voyage to Smyraa or
Aleppo, and very warily attend to all
th Sailor’s Terms, before I fhall in the
leat underftand my Teach Now,
although fuch a Sermon may poffibly
do fome good in a Coaff-Town, yet up-
ward into the Country, in an Inland
Parifh, it will do no more than Sy-
vrvl or Arabick.  Another he falls a
wih his Texr, and makes
hd Bartle of it, den it into the
Right Wing and Left Wi then he
rears it, ﬂml\ it, 7
it; then he r
what Word was lm or
Skirmifh, and fo falli
freth Valour, he fights "1vmdui and
forward, charges through and through,
Routs, Kills, Takes, and then Gentle-
men, a5 you were. Now, to fuch of
his Parifh as have been in the |
this is not very formidable ;
do but {uppofe themfelves at
E4, are notmuch fcared
at_his Dodrine: But as for others,
who have not had fuch fighting Oppor-
tunities, it is very lamentable to confi-
der, how fhivering they fit without
under-

frorms

to fee
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Underftanding, till the Battle be over.
Like inftance might be cafily given of
many more Difcourfes the” ‘\/kuplm-
rical Phrafing whereof, depending up-
on peculiar Arts, Cuftoms, Trades and
Profeffions, makes them ufefal and in-
telligible only to fuch who have been
very well bufied in fuch like Employ-
mer
Another thing, Sir, that brings great
Difiefpect and Mifchief upon the Cler-
gy, and that differs not much from
what went immediately before, is their
packing their Sermons fo full of Simi-
Iitwdes; which , all the World know ,
carry with them but very f{mall foree
of Argument, unlefs there be an cxact
Agreement with that which is compa-
red ; of which there is very feldom
any fufficient Care taken.  Befides,
thofe thar are addi@ed to this flender
way of Difcourfe , for the moft part,
do’fo weaken and enfeeble their Judg-
ent by contenting themfelves to une
durﬂnnd by Colours, Features and
Glimpfes, that they pcrfcdh omit all
the more profitable fearching into the
Nature and Caufes of things them-
felves.

[ 591

{elves. which means it ncr;”.wi?y
comes to p1| that what they undertake
to prove and clear out to the Congre-
gation, muft needs be f{o faintl
and with fuch litle force of A
that the Convition or Perfuafion,
laft no longer in the Parifhioners minds,
than the Warmth of thofe Similitudes
fhall glow in their Phanfie. So that
he that has either been inflructed in
fome parc of his Duty, or excited to
the Performance of the fame

any judicio‘us Dependance ¢

and fafting Reafon, but by fuck fant
an to; M Evid J
upon all occafions will be as Apr to l\;
mifled as ever, and his Affections as
troublefome and ungovernable,

But they are not {o unfcrviceable as
ufinally they are ridiculous ; for People
of the weakeft parts are moft common-
ly overborn with thefe Fooleries 5
which, together with the great diffic nl-
£ 0F thicir ‘being. prudencly ma
mauft needs occafion them for the
part to be very trifling
Efpecially, if we confider
nef§ of the Authors, out of

y \,nns.,
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are furnifhed : There is the never-to-be-
commended-cnough Lycofthenes ; there is
alfo the admirable Picce, called Zhe Se-
cond Part. of Wits Common-wealth (1 pray
mind it, it is the Sccond Part, not the
Firlt : ) and there is befides, a Book
wholly confifting of Similicudes, ap-
lied and ready fitted to moft Preach-

Subjeds , for the help of young
inners, who {fometimes will not make
them hit handfomely. *Tis v well
known, that fuch as are poffelsd with
Admiration of fuch Eloquence, think
that they are mightily encouraged in
their way by the Seripture it felf: For,
fay they, did not our Blefled Saviowr
himfelf ufe many Meraphors and many
Parables > and did not his Difciples, fol-
lowing his o excellent an Example,
do the like, and is not this, not anly
warrant enough, but near upon a Com-
mand to us {0 for to do > If you pleafe
therefore we will fee what our Savi-
our does in this cafe. In St. Matthew
he tells his Difciples, that they are the
Salt of the Earth, that they are
5 that they are 4
Furthermore, he tells his

[6c]

Apofiles, that ke fends them forth as Sheep
in the midft of Wolves, and bids them
therefore, be as ¢ as Serpents, awd
harmlef as Doves. Now, are not all
thefe things plain and familiar, even
almoft to Children themfelves, that can
but tafte and fee; and to men of the
Loweft Education, and Meaneft Capa-
cities ?

1 fhall not here infift upon thofe fpe-
cial and admirable Reafons for which
Saviour made ufe of fo many Pa-
rables: only thus much is needful to be
faid, namcly, chat they are very much
miftaken, that from hence think them-
{clves tolerated to turn all the World
into frivolous and abominable’ Simili-
tudes. As for our Saviour when he
fpoke a Parable, he was pleafed to go
no further than the Fields, the Sea-fhore,
a Garden, a Vineyard, or the like
which are things, without the Know-
ledge whereof, fcarce any Man can be
fuppofed to live in this World. But as
for our Meraphorical and Similicud
men of the Pulpit, thefe things to them
are too flill and languid: they do not
rattle and rumble: Thefe lic too near

home,

ou
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home, and within Vulgar Kenn : There
is litle on this fide the Moon that
will content them: Up prefently to the

Primumemabilz, and the Trepidation of
the Firmament : Dive into the Bowels
of the Earth: Dift
Pers or Famaica;
a Town-bred or Country-bred Simili-
tude, it is worth nothing!

and hid Trea
parch  forth

is reported
; Bunk of Eu-
phr phrares, that
it brings forth an Agple,
fuir and tempting, but_imwardly it is flPd
othing but ufelefs and deceitful Duff :
even fo. Duft we are, and to Duft we
muft all go. Now, what a lucky Dif
very was this, that a Man’s  Body
thould ‘be fo cxa@ly like an Apple?
And I will affure you that this was
not thought on till within thefe few
Years. And I am afraid too, he had
a kind of 4 hint of this from another,
who had formerly found our thar a
Man’s Soul was like an Ogfter ; For,
ays he, in his Prayer ; Our Souls are
3 gaping afier thee, O Lord, yed
Setls” do gape, even a5 an Oyfler
It feems pretey hard - at fir(k
fight,

[631]
to bring into a Sermon all the Circles
of the Globe, and all the frightful Terms
of Affronomy. But Tl aflure you, Sir,
it is to be' done, becaufe it has been;
but not by every Bungler and Text-
divider, but by a Man of great Cun-
ning and Experience. There is a place
in the Prophet Malachi , where it will
do very neatly, and that is Chap. 4.
ver( 2. But wnto you that fear my name,
foall the Sun of Righseosfoefs arife mith
healing in his wings. From which words
in the firft place, it plainly appears,
that our Sauwiowr pafied through all the
twelve Signs of the Zodiack : And more
than that too, all proved by very apt
and familiar places of Scriprure. ~ Firft
then, our Saviour was in Aries ; or elfe
what means that of the Pfalmift> 7Z4e
Mountainsskigped like Rams, and the little
Hills like Lambs. And again, that in
the fecond of the Kings Chap. 3, verf, 4.
And Mefba King of Modh
mafter , and rendered unto
rael_an bund
What follo
Rams, with the wool. Mind it, it w.
King of Ifrael. In like manner was he
in

Hobbes | 40696061
rary, Hobbes |, 40696061




Many Bulls of
Bulls of Ba
'Hm mr

ey
fpeak of
but rem:

in her
as the
y w!/lu

0 v/ 4 Z Z
dan, 't 5 ft 2 A\u—
ﬂ uw more pl.\m It were as c;\(g to
the like in all the reft of "the
But inftead ‘of that, T fhall ra
to make this one Practical
ion : That the Mercy of God
to Mankind in fending his Sen inte the
World, was a very \/wul Mercy : it w:
Mercy. 1 n) it was truly Z
For Chrift keeps within th
icks : He goes not out of the Pale
the Church. But yet he is not als
ways at the fame Diftance from a Be-
liever: & 1 him~

[ 65
and 1»,, iir, but then //
he eum of Foy, ,
yance : But a5 for Hm// s

they are_all Artick
Reprobates. Now when fach
as this (as fometimes it is) is vented in
a poor Parifh, where People can fearce
tell what day of the Month it is by
the Almanack, how {eafonable and (J.
youry it is hl\dy to be: It feems
alfo not very cafie, for a Man in
his Sermon_to learn his Parifhioners

v to diffolve Gold : of what and
how the Stuff is r Now, to ring
thg Bells and call the People ‘on pur-
pofe together, would be but a blunc
Bufinefs ; but to do it neatly and when
no body look’d for it, that’s the Rari-
ty and Art of it. Suppofe then, thac
h«. takes for his Text that of St
them, Repewt ye for the Kingdom of God
# at hand. Now, tell me, Sir, do you
not petceive the Gold to be in a difimal
Fear, to curl and quiver atr the firft
Reading of thefe Words. Tt muft con
in thus, Zhe Blots and Blurs of
st be takenost by the Aqu
Tears: To which r\q\nxo
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3 t, it mtl/; Aqu:h
R(('m Which fr(ﬁ;[~ s Gold.  And now
tis out. Wonderful are the things that
are to be done by nhn helps of Meta-
phors and Similituc And Tll under-
take, that with a little more pains and
confideration’, out of the very fame
Words, he could have taughr the Peo-
ple how to make Cuftards and Mar-
malade, or to ftew Pruncs. Butr pray,
why the dguifortis of Tears? For,
if ¢ fo falls out ,  that there fhould
chance to be neither  Apothecary nor
Druggift at Church, rhcr:‘: an exeel-
lent Jeft wholy loft. Now, had- he
been fo confidérate, as to have laid his
Vit in fome common and intelligible
Marerial : for example, had he faid
that the Blots of Sin, will be eafily ta-
ken out 4y ,/, Soap of Sorrow, and the
ulers-Earth of Contrition ; then poffibly
the Parfon and the People might all
have admired one another. For there
is many a Good-wife that underftands
very well all the Intrigues of Pepper,
Salt, and Vinegar, who knows not any
thing of the All-powerful of dqua-

fortis,

fortis, how that it is fuch a fpot-rem
ving Liquor. T cannot but confider wis
what Underftanding the People
and cryed, when the Minifter made for
them this Metaphyfical Confeffon, O
nipotent All ; Thou ars* only: Becafe thou
art All,and becaufe thaw only art: 4s for us,
we are rw /wr we feem to be, and only [eem
ufe we are mot : /»z we are /-u'
Higzs ﬁ/‘mu” and C i€
and fo on. Asifa Lompany of Luunrr)
People were bound to underftand Swarez,
and all the School-Di
as fome very High and
npts ;{0 ot
fomewhat too
mean and dirty Im ons,  Such
was he, \vhn goes by the Name of
Who preaching a-
and Affiftance of God ;

and that of our felyes we are able to
do nothing ; advifed his Beloved to
take him in this plain Similicude. 4
Father calls his Child o him, faying, Child
The Child

| of Fa-

Stock<

5, L
t
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T68]
to po purp for Stacking
it'is but a Child that pall
ther bids the to reff a little, and try
agains fo then 1 (/,,/4/ on again,
tuges again, a

Father, taking
hand behind,

A \zmm/z
ing, that got [ﬁ

preaching a-

and Faith,, makes

eper 5 telling you, that

Chrift is a Treafury of all Wares and Com-

medities. - And therefore, opening his
at, cries aloud, Good People,

do you buy? will

any Eye-ful
x> Shall T

of /m/mu/m/, or with

69 1
Imet of Salvation, a Sh,

a Saphyre,
by u/ur do y:ul 1

]Jnnm 1 {peak th(- n\lnd u( thoufa M},
that it had been much better for fuch an
imprudent and ridiculous Bawler as this,
to have been condemned to have cryed
Opfters or Brooms, than to difcredit after
this unfan@ified rate, his Profeffion and

our Religion.

It would be an endl ng, Sir, to
count up to you all the Follies, for an
Imnmul \un laf that have been

Preached and Printed of this kind. But
vee I cannot omit that of the famous
Divine, in his time, who advifing the
People in days of danger to run unto
the Lord, tells them, that they cannor g0
s0 the Lord, much lefs ran without feei
There be f two Feet to run to the
Lord, Faith and P Tis plain z/r
Faith is a F for by Faith we ftas
2 Cot 1. 24.

to the ](m'

#d is Prayer,

4 fpirituil Lig
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[70]
thither = Now, that Prayer
cars from feveral
ptwre 5 as from that of Jomah, fpeaking of
coming, chap. 2. verl. 7. And my mw
came’ wnto thy holy Tcmpln And like-

yom that of the who fays,
- 16. Let us therefore go unto
the throne of Grace: Buth
that Prayer is ,m» Spiritual
g 0 coming nor going 1o the
out the Leg of l‘ yer. He further ad
Now, that r/-/ Feet may
us thither, we muft put on the Fof
Fuith ; for the Apoftle fays, our Feet muft
e fho /Wr’/r the Preparation of the Gofpel
of ‘P The truth of itids, thewudurhor
is fomewhat obfcure For, at firft, Faich
was a Foor 3 by and by it is a Zofe; and
at Jaft it If he had
pleafed, he could have made it any
thing. >
Neither can T let pafs that of a later
Author : who tclling us, J# s Gooducfs
by which we muft 4 //v, dto Heaven 3 and
that G " i the Milkyway
ter's Palla ould not reft here,
muft tell us furcher, that 1o
in our journey, w

@ Sp

Places of Scri-

L7z
ing Milk, but Morning Meditasions 5
fearing , 1 fuppofé, left fome People
fhould miftake , and think to go o
Heaven by cating now and then a Mefs
of Morning Milk, becaufe the way was
Milky
Neither ought that to be omitted,
not long fince Printed , upon thofe
words of S. Jobn, Thee things I write
unto you , that you fin no The Obfers
vation is, That it is the purpo(e of the
Scripture to drive Men from Sin. Zhefe
Scriptures contain Doctrines, Precepts, Pra-
Now,
[mocth Stones, and
e Z of th: Heart,
throw he Sling of Fuith, by
the Hand of a Strong Refolytio sinft
the Forehead of Sin, and we_ [ball fee it,
like Goliah, fall before us
Buc I fhall not trouble you any fur-
ther upon this fubject ; but, if you have
a mind to hear any more of this Stuff,
I fhall refer you to the learned and j
dicious Author of the Friendly I
who particularly has at large difcover
the intelerable Foolerics of this way of
talking. T fhall only add thus
E 4
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that fuch- as go ahour to fetch Blumi
into their pale and lean Difcour
the help of their brisk and fparkling Si-
militudes, ought well to confider Whe-
cher their Similicudes be true. Tam con-
fident, Sir, you have heard it many and
many a timé (or if nced be I can fhew
you't in a Book) that when the Prea-
cher happens to talk , how that the
things here below will not fatisfie the
Mind of Man ; then comes in the round
World , which cannot fill the triangular
Fleart of Man: Whereas every Butcher
kmm that the Heartis no more trian-
gular, “than an ordinary Pear, ‘ora Childs
Fop: But becaule Zriangular is a-hard
Word, and perhaps a Jeft, therefore Peo-
¢ have ftoln it one from an
o or three hundred Years ;
oughe I know much longer; for I can-
not dire to the firlt Inventor of the
Phanfic.
In like manner they arc to confider,
what things either in the Heaven or be-
longing to the Earth, have been found
out by experiecnce to contradict what
has been formerly allowed of Thus,
becaufe fome antient Affromomers had
obferved,

[ 73]

obferved, that both the Diftances, as
well as the Revolutions of the Planets,
were in fome Proportion or Harmony
one to another ; therefore People that
abounded more with Imagination than
Skill, prefently phanfrd the Moon, Mer-
cury and Penus to be a kind of Violins
or Trebles to- Fupiter or Saturn 3 and that
the Sun and Mars fupply'd the room of
Tenors; the Primum Mabile running Di-
vifion all the time. So that one could
fearce hear a Sermon, but they muft
give you a rouch of the Harmony of the
Spheres. Thus, Sir, you fhall have ‘em
take that of St. Paul, about Faith, Hope
and Charity ; and inftead of a fober in-
ftructing the People in  thofe cminent
and excellent Graces , they fhall only
ring you over a few Changes upon the
three words: crying, Fuith, Flope and
Charity 5 Hope, Faith and Charisy ; and
fo on. And when they have done
their Peal, they fhall tell you, thac
this is much better than the Earmony of the
Spheres.

At other times T have heard a long
Chyning only beoween tvo Words; as
fuppofe Divinity and Philofophy, ot Reve-

F lation
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v '/alwr' firft

fon an /hndm.tm.

Reafon the Page. - Revelation's the snn

Reafor's Iw the Moon,  Revelation is Man-
tut an Acorn. Revelation a

G Reafon-a [mall picce of
Then by and by Reafon gets
it and leads it away s Z

wery good; lut Rev

k . T

v b e
lasion is the. Smuffer. Certainly thofe
People are poflefsd with a very great
Degree of Dulnefs , who living under
the means of {uch enlightning Preaching,
fhould not be mighuly fetled in the
right Notion, and teue bounds of Faith
1d Reafon.
ot lefs ably, methought, was the
Difference between the Old' Covenant
! f\'r‘\v lately determined, Zhe 0ld
y was of Warks, the New Covenant
of d Covenant was by Mofes,
1\ v by Chritt.  The 0ld was here-

he Old was

7

Old things. are

dare become

ne

f 75l
pew. And fo the Bufinefs was funda-
mentally done.

I fhall fay no more upon this fubject
but chis one thing , which relates to
what was faid a lietle before : He that
has got a Set of Similitudes, calculared
according to the old Philofophy, and
Piolomey’s Syfteme of the World, muft
burn his Common-place-book, and - go
agleaning for new ones Tt being much
more gentile and warrantable, to “take a
Similitude from the Man in the Moon,
than from folid Orbs: for though few
people do abfoluccly belicve that there
is any fuch eminent Perfon there
the thing is poffible, whereas the othe
is not.

I have now done, Sir, with that im-
prudent way Oﬂpmkmg by Metaphor
and Similitude.  There be many other
things commonly fpoken out of the
Pulpit, thac are much to the Difadvan-
tage and Diferedit of the Clergy, that
ought alfo o be briefly hinted.  And
that T may the better light upon them
T fhall obferve their Common Method
of Preaching.

Before
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Before the Text be divided a Preface
isto be made: And it is a great chance,
if, firlt of all, the Minifter does not
make his Text to be like fomething or
other. For example: One he tells
you, And now (methinks) my Text, like
an Ingenious Picture, looks wpon all here
prefent 5 in which both Nobies and Peo-
ple may bebold their Sin and Danger re-
prefensed. This was a Text out of Ho-
fea. Now, had it been out of any o-
ther place of the Bible, the Gentleman
was fufficiently refolved, to make it
like an_ingenious Picure. Another ta-
king (perhaps) the very fame Words,
fays, I might compare my Text o the
Mountain. of Bether, where the Lord di-
fports himfelf like a young Hart, or aplea-
fant Roc amongft the Spices. Another
Man’s Text is like the Rod of Mofc
divide the Waves of Sorvow s or, like. the
Mantle of Elijah, to reffrain the fwelling
Floods of Grief. Another gets to his
Text thus, As Solomon wens up fix [Feps
0 come to the great Throne of Tvory 5 [o
muft I afeend fix degrees to come to the
high top-meaning of my Another
thus, As Deborah arefe and wem along
with

77 1
with Barak to Kadefhsfo, if you will g
with him, and call in at the third ¥
of this Chapter, he will fhew you the m
ing of his Text.

Another he phancies his Text to be
extraordinarily like an Orchard of Pom-
granates; or like St. Matthew fitting at
the recept of Cuftom 5 or like the Dove
that Noah [ent out of the Ark. 1 believe
there are above forty places of Scripture
that have been like Rachel and Leah -
and there is one in Genefis, as T well re-
member, that is like a puir of Compaffes
Jradling : and if T be not much miftaken,
there is one fomewhere elfe, that is like
4 man going to Jericho.

Now, Sir, having thus made the way
to the Text, as {mooth and plain as any
thing; with a Preface perhaps from A-
dam 5 though his bufinefs lic at the other
end of the Bible : Inthe next place he
comes to divide the Text.

—— Hic Labor, hoc Opus.
Per warios cafus, per tot diferimina rerum.
Silvoftvem tenni —

Now
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Now off come the Gloves, and the
Haads being well chafed, he fhrinks up
his fhoulders, and firetches forth himfelf
as if he were going to cleave a Bullock’s
Head, or rive the Body of an Oak.
But we muft obferve, that there is a
ence of Texts. For all Texts
com afunder alike : For fometimes
the Words naturally fall afunder 5 fome-
times they 7 ; fometimes they
melt 5 fometimes they wntwift 5 and there
be- fome Words {o willing to be parred,
that they diwidethemfelves, to ll\L great
cafc and rejoicing of the Minifter. But
ifthey will not cafily come in picces,
hen he falls to hacking and hewingivas

' would make  all fly into {hivers.
: Truth of itis, I have known, now
and then, fome knotry Texts, that
have been divided feven or-eight times
over, before they could make them
yi wdfomely , according to their

rop ‘z/'m

Joy of Joys, when
, or begin with the fame

'\\ efpecially if in Latin. O
kled the Dividsr, when he
his Text into thefe two excel=
lene

[ 79
lent Branches ; decufatio wera: Commi
natio fevera. - A Charge full of Ferity: a
Difcharge full of Severity. ~And Tll war-
rant you that did not pleafe a little,
duples: miraculum 5 mivaculum in mods, and
miraculum in rodo. But the luckieft that
I have met withal, both for Wit, and
keeping the Letter, is upon thofe words
of St. Matthew, Chap. 2. Ver. 43,44,
45 When the unclean &
a Man, he walketh through dn fumr feek=
ing reft andfinding wone: Then he [vith I
will return, ¢re.  In which Words
thefe ftrange things were i
Firft, there
Do you fee, Sir, th
Then there was an Zngreff and
and a Regreff or Re-ingrefs. Then e
was Unroofting and Uhnrefting.  Then
there was Nuwber and Nim o Manner
and Meafure, Trouble unl Trial,
tion and R
nation, Voi,
done at the fame time, by the fame
Man: But, to confefs the truch of ic,
twas a good los t, and {0 he had
the greater advan

ivit is gone ont Mf
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But for a fhort Text, that certainly
was the greateft Break that cver was;
which was occafioned from thofe words
of St. Luke Chap. 23. Ver. 28. Weep not
for me, weep for your felwes, or as{ome read
it, but weep for your felves. Tt is a plain
cafe, Sir, here are but cight Words, and
the bufine(s was fo cunningly ordered
that there fprung out eight Parts : Aere
are, fays the DoQ&or, cight Werds, and
cight Parts. 1. Weep nor. 2. But weep.
3. Weep not, tut wee . We e
r your febves. 6. For
e 7. Weep not for me.. 8. But weep
for your felves. - That is o fay, North,
North and by Eaft, North North - E,
North Eaft and by North,

North } and by Eaft, Eaft North Eaff,
Eaff and by North, Eafto-—- Now, it
feems not very cafie to determine which
has obliged  the World,  he that found
out the Compaff, or he that divided the
forementioned Text: But I fuppofe the
Cracks will go generally upon the Do~
éor’s fides by reafon what he did, was
done by undoubred Art, and abfolute
Induftry ; but as for the other, the com-
mon report is, that it was found our

by

5

[ 8]
by meer foolifh Fortune. Well,
go how it will, queflionlefs, they
both famous in t W
nourably mentioned to Pofterity
Neither ouglt he to be
flighted who taking that of
48. Ver. 2. for his Text, viz. dnd
told Jacob, 4nd faid, Behold, thy Son Jo
feph cometh ; prefently percei-
ved, and made it out to the People,
that his Zext was a [piritual Dial.  For
fays he, here bein my Text twelve 1V
which do plainly repre:
Twelve Words : And
fuid, thy Son Jofeph co
And here is, befides Behold,
Hand of the Dial, that turns and
every Word in the Text. d o
Behold Son Jofe,
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ddle with 1)
'Jtn[\ This HUA
/,,u ¢
be ed
lm ¢ heed
1t you m,\p\)g not onc of thefc little
s Fo 15 I\m( i as the Tacks and
Curta

Mauth. chap. 18. ver. 1

g f the Taber-
nacl The Tack Loops

couple the Curtain:

this parti
ps of the wor

does couple_th
nd [ews them
ble you, Sir, with the
this witty rate,
purpofe.  But well
, Sir, to the cunning
trines, and Inferences
nly mad rais'd
e

being much afier

as muc

s that for his Text,

But let th: R, s be
he raifeth this Do
Spirit /

Saints of G But et th 5
\ i)nctnm, Tll warrant him,
own raifing; it being not very eafi
for any body to prevent him.
Ariotl: he takes that of Zfa. chay
, VCt. 14, 15. Fear mot “thoy Worm
acob, &c. thod [bali threfl the Moun-
taing Whence he obfervés, That
the Worm Facoh was a ' Threfhi

cr that of Gen. chap. 44. ver. ©
mnm,m/ ! S /

’ m
the words ;
S uu, will /u,
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for an hour, or a day, is not

a Bulruh.  And there, I think he hit the
Bufinefs.

T can fhew you a

, in a Treatfe called

| Difeoveries = confifting of ve-

ry notable and extraordinary things,

whieh' the inquifitive Author had pri-

vately obferved, and difcovered, upon

reading the Bvangelifis, As for exam-

ple: Upon reading that
2. v. 15 Apd when he had mad: 5
Cords, he drove thems all ont of

Templ: : This prying Diwine_makes

. 1 difeover, TaySWorin

the firfF place, in the Church or Tem-
P e : And when he
¢ a feourge.  Secondly, that it may

n ¢ He drove them all out of

And it was a great chance,

had nor difcovered a third

that is, that the frourge was

jt was made ufe of. Upon

th.chap. 4. ver. 25. And there followed
him great Multitudes of Pecple from Gali-
lee. 7 difeover, fays be, when Jefus pres
wails ith us, foonleave_onr Gas
1 difeover alfo, fays he, a great
Miracle,

[8]

Miracle, viz. That the way 4
ing [Prait, this fuch & Multitude
bim. Matth. chap. 5. ver. 1. 4
the Multitude, he went ap int
tain : Upon this he difcoyers feveral
very remarkable things : Firft, he difco
vers, that Chritt went from the Multi-
tude.  Secondly, That it is fafe taking
warning at owr Eyes 5 for [eeing the Mul-
vitude he went up. ‘Thirdly, 7t is not Jit
to be always wpon the plains and flats with
the Mulsitwde's it if we be rifen with
Chrift, #0 feck thofe things thas are above.
He difcovers alfo very ftrange things
from the latter part of the Verle: And
when he was [et, his Difc ¢ unto
bim. 1. i 0 ys in motion :
and when he was fer. 2. He walks not”
on the. Mowntain, but fits. and when he
was [et. From whence alfo, in the third
place, he advifes People, T
they are te ey fb not move too
mich, for that ied to and fro,
with ever Z
certainly * ne:
Scripture more {cafonably br
Now, Sir, if you be for a very fhort
and witty Difcovery , let it be upon

6. ver. 27, Whith

of
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ow by taking thought, ‘can add one
bit more unio his Stature > The Difco-
very is this, That whilff the Difcip

taking thozht f. Cubit, Chrift

then ver. . Notable

are two Difcoverics, made upon St.

j. chap. When he. came

n th Miultitudes

5 I luu with all my
. when People can prove.what th
fay: For there be many that will_ralk

Difcoverics
and when all comes to all,
are nothing but pitiful Guefes,
and flender Conjeltures. In like man-
o contemptible Difcove-
made upon St. Matth. chap.

. And in my opi-
that was not altogether amifs,
St. Matth. chap. 11. ver. 2, Now

whez

when John had heard he Pri
Works of Chuilt, he fent two. of his Di
cip Some alfo pofiibly may not dif-
like that upon St. Luke chap. x2. ver. 35.
Lot yowr Loins be girded, I dif
fays he, there muit be a holy girds
truffing up for Heaven. But 1 fhall ¢
all with-cha very }vmm\h f
makes upon St. 7/ )
b one |. ! unto hin
'/Ju/ and thy Brethren fla
ring to fpeak. awith thee
7d [aid, who is 7 1
Brethres
Jefus
this was one of

difcoverer
of hidden

ne of the
greateft Pryers into x,mmm Secres
that ever the World was owner of,
was very well that he happened upon
the Godly Calling, and no fecular Em-
ployment; o 1 good truth
down had they gone, Zuwk, Pope,
and- Emperour ; would hav
coveredthem ,

much unlike
ful Difcoverers are ¢
to preach upon fome

1
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fhall purpordy avoid All fuch plain T
as might give them very juft occﬂ(on to
difcourfe upon  their intended Subjec,
and fhall pitch upon fome other places
e, W ‘wm no Creaturc in the
World bu did ever imagine
that which tl to be therein de-
Sir, is this - Sups
a mind to make a Ser-
non concerning Epifcopacy , (as in’ the
nes there was feveral occafions
su muft by no means take any
cripture that proves or fa-

that k.n.l of Eeclfsficel

aps were formerly Peers
and [0 onght to fit in th
Honfe

Soft the Kingdom of Go

Foufe of Lords > Or, fuppofe that you
have a mind to commcnd to your Peo-
ple Kingly Gevermment 5 you muft not
take any place that is plainly to the
purpofe, bu that of the Evangdn‘t Seek
From which
Words the Dodrine \\111 plainly be,
That Monarchy or Kingly Govermmens is
moft according 1o the mind of God: For
it is not (.ud, feck the Parliament of
God, the Army of God, or the Com-
mittee of Safety of God 3 but it is, Seck
the I{mgdm of God. And who could
expedt lefs 2 Immediately after this the
King came in, and the Bifbops were re-
ftored. Agmn, Sir, becaufe T would
willingly be underftood, fuppofe you
defign to preach abour Elettion and Re-
As for the eighth Chapter to
the Ron 75, that's too too well known:
But there’s a little private place in the
]’I../m: hat will do the bufinefs as
well, 90. ver. x9. In the multitude of
my t}mw/ within me, thy comforts de-
light my Soul, 'The Dorine which na-
Lun.U\, flows from the Words, will be,
That amongfp the multitude of Thoughts,
4 great thonght of Election and
o7, And then away wich the
point
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point aceording as the Preacher is in-
clined.- Or, fuppofe laftly, that you
were not fully fatisfied that- Pluralities
were lawful or convenient: May I-be
fo_bold, Sir, I pray whar Text would
you chufc f againft Nor-
refie ever was
better Matth
chap. 1. ver. dbrabarm at Ifaac

ie to pr
(

th

-refidents : For
refided, but difconti-
nued from Sarah his Wife, he could ne-
ver have begot Ja

But it is lugh time, Sir, to make an
end of their I\'uuh”!}’. left you be as
much tired with the Ruxuzmm of.u
as the people were littl
they heard it, I fhal mind - you

car place
had Abraham

of onc thing morc, and that is,” the
mhumm\ fenfelefs and uninrended ufe,
which many of them make of Coneor-
dances. 1 fhall give you but one In-
ftance of it, although I could furnifh
you with an hundred printed ones. “The
Text, Sir, is
1s. For in Chriff ¢
cifion nor - Usncirenn
hing 5 but a new Cre
e World kaow, the Meaning of chis
t

6. ver
Circum-

to.be, that a Man be of wha
tion he will, Few or'G
mends his Life, and v s ‘\unhmn to
the Gofpel, he fhall L accepred  with
God.  But this is not the wa
pleafes them : They mult bring into
their Sermon, to po purpofe at all,
a valt Heap of Places of Seripture
(which the € ‘,Uwr‘y, € v ill furnifh them

with) where th

word nzw is mention-
nd che Obfeevation mufl be, That
for sew. things s God ;

f hi

laid 5 there lLiid they Jefus. And a-
ain, St. Mark chap. 16. ver. x7. Chrif
clls his Difciples, That they that are
true Believers fhall caft out Devils, and
fpeak with And likewife
the Prophet teaches us I[a. chap.
Yer. 10. Sing ! a New S
and bis pr the end of the Ea

Vhence it is plain, that Chrift is not for

d things 5 he is not for an 0l
l*c is-not for 0ld Zon

1

»/, atare =

Circumecifion
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Circumcifion and Uncircumceifion availeth no-
thing, bat the New Creatwre. And what do
we read concerning Sampfon, Judg. x5.15.
Ts it not, that he flew a thoufand of the
Philiftines with one New Faw-b n
old gne might have killed its Tens, its
Twenties, its Hundreds; but it muft be
a New Faw-bone that’s able to kill a thou-~
fand. God is for the New Creature.

But may not 12)mc fay, is God alto-
gether fc things > How comes it a-
bour then that L]‘AL Prophet
chap. 1. ver. 13, 14. Bring no more
Oblations, @ee: yohr BV asss and your
appointed Feafts my Soul hateth?. And a-
gain, what means that, nur chap 32«
ver. 17, 19 They [acrificed
and to New Gods, n y knew not 5
New Gods that ¢ wp: And when
the Lord [aw it bz abhorred them : To
which 1 anfwer ; that God indeed is not
for Nem-Moons, nor fc Z\"uvt_rw'«. bur,
excepting Moons and Gods, he is for new
things : God is for the Ne

It is pofiible, Sir, that Some: »od\,
befides your felf, may be fo vain asto

cad tiis Letter; and they may per-
you , that there be no fuch

{clefs People as 1 have dcfc;r

ed 3

[ 931

and if there be, there be not a-
bove two or three in a County; or
fhould there be more, it is no fuch
complaining matter, feeing that the
fame happens in other Profeffions, in
Law or Phyfick : In both which, there
¢ many a Contemptible Creature.

Such therefore as thefe r be plea-
fed to know, that if there "had been
need , I could have told them either
the Book and vety Page, almoft of all
that has been 1p0kcn about Preaching ;
or elfe the »/ 1 where , and the
Perfon that

As to [h: e
1 are all mig rlml» furmﬂ\u{ \\\[1
ng and Prudence, except Ten,
T\mnrv or fo; T fhall not fay any
thing my felf, becaufe a very grear
Scholar of our Nation fhall fpeak for
me, who tells us, Zhar ﬁ‘w Preaching as
ic afual, is a hindrance of Sabvation, 7a-
ther than the means 1o it. And what he
intends by sfual, 1 fhall not here go a-
bout to explai

As to the laft, 1 fhall alfo in fhort an-
fiver, That if the Advancement of true
Religion, and the eternal Salvation of

& Man, were no more confiderable

than
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than he Healch of ‘the Body, and the
fecurity of his Eftate, we nced not be
more {olicitous about the Learning and
Prudence of ¢ than of the
Lawyers and  Phyficians: But being -we
bel

he Cleér

e it to be otherwife, furely we
ought to be more concer for the
Reputation aiid Succefs of the onc than
of the other.

I come now, Sir, to the fecond Part
that was defigned, wviz. the
fome: of the Clergy: By whofé mean
Condition , their facred Profeflion is
much difparaged, and  their Doctrinc
undervalued.

What large Provifions of old, God
was wum! to make for the Prief
an

od,
fons, is cafily “feen
to any one that looks hw into the Bible.
The Levites, it is ttue, were left out
in the Dmfum of the ln critance 5 not
to their Lofs but to their great tem-

poral Advantage: for whereas, had

they been common Sharers with the
reft, a Twel art only would have
been their juft Allowance, God was
pleafed to fectle upon them a Tenth
and thac  without 3 Trouble or
Charge of: Tillage: Which madeé theif

Partion

1y of

Portion much more confiderable
the reft.
And as this provifion w
tful, fo l]”' cafc
ery divine and ,,LL,W:-V“\
[w fly to bg thefe two.
Firft, that the Prieft
altogether at leifiire
of God, and tha

Jrder  mig
the Cares of .the Wmh\
rupted by every Neigl
Cow,  that br

kJLs tl

i

d from

y Affairs, they
might always be fic to recive Holy In:
{pirations, and always ready to {carch
out ind of (nh and to advife
and dircct che People therein Not as
if this divine my’u \em from
the Common Troubles and Cares of
this Life, was intended
tunity of Luxury and Lazincls, f

inly there is a

an Oppor-

Ahene
bour

And ther a truc
following
after the

Emplo
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Men of old Care and Bufinefs
was to ple to charge
themfelves with the Welfare of all his
People: Which thing he that does with

a good and fatisfied Conftience, Tl
a((urc you, he has a Task upon him,
much beyond them that have for their
care, their hundreds of Oxen, and five
hundreds of Sheep.

Another Reafon that this large Al-
lowance was mac to the Priefls,
was, that they might be enabled to re-
lieve the Poor,-to entertain Strangers,
and thereby to encourage People in
the Ways of Godlinc(s : ‘For-they be-
ing in a peculiar manner the Servants
of God, God was pleafed to entruft in
their hands a Portion more than ordi-
naary of the Good things of the Land,
as the fafeft Store-Houfe and Treafury
for fuch as were in Need. ‘That-in
all therefore, there fhould be a
continued tolerable Maintenance for the
Clergy; the {fame Reafons, as wellas
many others, make us think to be ve-
1y neceffary, Unlefs theyll count Mos
ney and Victuals to 7 ‘Types

nd Shadows, and fo to with-the
Ceremonial Law.

For

For where the Minifiry is pi
c rol/ rab’c conveniencics of[nn

{pent not in an sm,:cmnm[ confidering
what Texts of Scripture will be moft uf
ful for his Parifh, what Inftructions moft
feafonable, and what Authors beft to be
confiilted : Butthe chief of his thoug,lm
and his main bufinefs muft be to { rudy how
to_live that week » where

Bread for his Family : Wi lxo

asely Piggd > Whence will com
rejoycing (roo{c or th

Basket of A Ho

ther Chriftening zmi Cal
likely to marry or die ? T efe are very,
{eafonable confiderations, and wotthy of
4 man’s thoughts. Fora Family can’t be
maintaind by Texts and Contexts: And
the Child that lies crying in the Cradle,
will not be fatisfied without a litcle Milk,
and perhaps Sugar, though theré be a
{mall German Syftemin the Houfe.

But fuppofe he ddes get into 4 little
hole over the Oven, with a Lock to it
calld his Stady, rowards the latrer end of
the week (for you muft know
are very few Texts of Scripture, Alm

G cant
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can be divided, at {ooneft, before Friday
night ; and fome thicte be thatwill never
be divided but upon Swndaymorning, and
that ot very carly, but cither a litele be-
fore they go, or in going to Church:) I
fay, fuppofe the Gentleman gets thus into
his Study : one may very near guefs
what is hus firft thought when he comes
thereyviz. that the laft Kilderkin of Drink
is near departed ; and chat he has but one
fi Houfe, and there’s
Judgment aud Execution ready to conte
out againftit; for Milk and Fggs.  Now,
Sir, can any man think that one thus
rack’d; and tortured, can be ferioufly in-
test half an hour to contrive any- thing
chat might be of real advantage to his
people 2 Befides, perhaps that week  he
has met with fome difmal croffes and un-
doing misfortunes. - There was a feurvy
ondition'd Mole that broke inte his Pa-

fture, and plough’d up the beft parc of
his Glebe : and a little after that, camea
couple of fpightful ill favourd Crows,
and trampl’d down the little remaining
jrals : Another day, having but fout

Chickens, fiveep comes the Kite, and
carries away the fattelt and hopefulleft
of all the Brood, Then afcer-all this
came

L9l
came the Jack-Daws and Starli
Birds that they are!) and they fcatcer
and carried -away from his thin thatc
Houle, forty or fifty of the beft Straws:
And. to make him compleacly unhapy
afer all thefe afflictions, another day,
that he had  pair of Breeches on, co
over a perverfe Stle, ‘he fuffered yery
much in- carelefly lifting ovee his Leg.
Now, what Parifh can be o ince
and unreafonable ,: as to look fo
thing from eone, whofe: phanfic is thus
check'd, and whofe underftanding s thus
ruffled and difo They foon
expect ¢
that lies rack’d with the Gout and Stone,
as from a Divire thus broken and fhat-
ter'd in his Fortunes
Bur we'll that hemeets not witlt
any of thefe fuch frightful difaft
that hic goes into his Study with a Mind
as calm as the Evening : For all thar,
upon. Sunds
with what God
For:as for Books, heis (for want of mo-
ny) fomoderately furnifh'd, thac except
¢ be a finall Gereva Bible, fo fmall, as it
will not be defired to lie open of it felf;
vogether with a certain Concerdance there
unto
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urito belonging ; as allo 2 Book for all
kind of Latin Sentences, called Polya
thea, with fome Expofition upon the Cate-
chifm(a Portion of which is to be got by
heare, and to be put off for his own;)
and perhaps Mr.Caryl upon Pineda, Mir.Dod
upon the Commandments, and Mr.Clark’s
men, both in Church and

M. Carter of Norwich, that

to eat fuch abundance of Pudden:
Befides, 1 fay, thefe, chere is fcarce any
thing to be found bur a budget of old
ftieb’d Sermons, hung up behind the
d with a few broken Gitts, two or
i yards of Whipcord, and perhaps a
Saw and a Hammer, to prevent dilapi-

. Now, what may not a Diw
but of ordinary

i , Sir, it isto be con-
be that is bue thus meanly
: is nothis only infelicicy
that he has neither Time, Mind, nor
Books, to improve himfclf for theinward
be nefit and farisfaction of s People,
but alfo thathe is not capable of do-

ing

[ ror]
ing that outward good amonglt the
needy, which s a great Ornament to
that holy Profeffion, and a confiderable
advantagetowards the haying his Doctrine
believed and practifed in a degenerate
World. And that which augments the
mifery, whether he be able or not, it is
expedted from him. If their comes a
Brief to Town, for the Miniffer to caftin
his Mite, will not fatisfie, unle(s he can
ercate {ix pence or a fhilling ro put into
the Box, for a flale to decoy in the reft
of the Parifh: Nay, he that has but
twenty or thirty pounds per anaum, if he
bids niot up as high as the beft in the
Parifh inallads of Charity, he is counted
carnal and earthlyminded, only becaufe

he durft not coin, and cannot work Mi-
racles. And let there come never fo m:

1y Beggars, half of thefe Tl fecure you,
fhall profently enquire for the Miniiter’s
Houfe: For God, fay they, certainly
dwells there, and has laid up for us fuffi-

1y are ufually
{pirirual wels
fare of the Cle;
with them but very
Ieft their inward ft

{ not much fear,
fince

v
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fince that cflectual humiliation of Henry
the Eighth) ~ For, fay they, the. great
Tithes, large Glebes, good Vidtuals and
waem C “loths, do but pu‘} up the Prigf
making him fat, foggy, and ufeles,
6ll him  with pride, vain-glory, and all
Kind of invard wickednefs, and pernicious
corm We fec chis plain, {ay the
in the Where of Balylon : To what a de-
gre oFI uxury and Intemperance (befides

at deal of f /oflnnc) have
Rlches and Honour raifed up that Sty
pet > How does'fhe fhrut i, and fivag-
ger it over all the World, terrifying
Princes, anc fing }\mgs and I:m-
perors? The
expedt any tion from therm,
to be die a ept low,
and humble quiet, and ftand in need of

k from their n igh-

and always be very loth to a>k for
lhm very n'l.r fm

£ animm, I
a

’nm: had their firft
d fecond Difhes, their Milk and Ho-
ney, their M-nm and Quails, their out-
ward allo 2 But

[ 10

now under the Gofpzl, and in times of
Light and Fafting, a much more fparing

Dicc is fitter, and a fingle Coat, [ho\lgly
it be never fo ancient and thin is fully
fufficient. We muft now look,
(if we would be better (or (l\cm/ for a
hardy and labouring Clergy, that is mor-
tified 103 Horle, and all Tach pampering
vanities, and that can foot it five or fix
miles in the dirt, and Preach till ftar-
light for as many fhillings ; as alfo a fo-
ber and temperate Clergy, that will not
eat_fo muchas the Iw\ but that the

Ieaft Pig, and the leaft Sheaf, and the
Iéaft of every thing, may facisfic their Spi-
ricualhips. ~ And befides; a Mony-r
nouncing Clergy, that can abftain from
feeing 2 peny a murrh together, unlefs
it be when the Co/ , and Pifitationsrs
come. - Thefe are all Gofpel-difpenfati-
ons, and grear inftances of Patience,
Contentednefs, and refignation of Affe-
&ions ; toall the emptinelles and fooleries

But, cannot a Clergy-man chufe rat
to lic upon Feathers thanan Hard
he muft be idle, foft, and ummmw
May he not defire wholefome Food, A\“J

B nk, unlefs he be a Cheat, a
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poctite and an Impoftor » muft he
needs be void of all Grace, though he bas
a thilling in-his Purfe afcer the Rates be
crof¥d And full of pride and - vani-
ty, though his Houfe ftands not upon
Crutches, and though his Chimney is to
be fecn a foot above the Thatch » Oh,
how prettily and temperately may half a

children bc maincained w uh aln"oﬂ

ap d frugal
will make ke it by turns,
:m_d wear a c r, and a pair
of Breeches -another > What a mcommg
thing isit, for him that ferves-ac th
tar, to fill the Dung-Cart in drv wea-
ther, and to hear the Oy pill
It,xp in we ant fplx'
is it, to fee tl man of God fetching up
his-fingle Melancholy Cow, from a {mall
rib of Land that is {carce to- found with-
put a Guide? Or to be feared upon a foft
and \\ulhrm Pouch of Meal: Orro
¢ plante: Pannier with a pair of
s, bobbing out their
er his Canonical Coat, as
4* but rz.m.mh(r the Man, Sir,
plif’d > Or ro find

[ xo5 ]
his ‘Chamber- clofe;; ‘becaufe the Duck
lately mifcarried: of an Egg, or ghat the
never-failing Flen has unhappily forfaken
her wonted Neft:
And now, fhall we think that fuch Em-
ployments as thefe can any way confift
with due reverence, or tolerable refpect
from a Panifh? And he {peaks alrogether
ata xentuu, (ha[ e ys that this is
falfe, or, at leaft it need not be o, net-
\mh[hndmg rbe mean condition of fome
of the Clergy. For i = m:LL it
out: to.me, which
that 2 ‘\M\ hall be able to maintain
bt or ten in his Family, with
ounds pera , with-
ble dependence upon
his Parifh, and without committing him-
felf to fuch vilenefs, as will in all likeli-
hood, render - him contemptible to his
People. . Now, where the in-come is fo
piteifully fmall (which Y'll affure you,-is
the Portion of hundreds of the Clergy
of ‘this Nation) which way fhall |
age it for the {ubfiftence of himfe
his Family 2 If he keeps the Glebe
own- hand (which he may eafily do.
in the hollow of it) what incre:

pect from a couple of Apple-
“Trees,
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Trees, a brood of Ducklings, a Hemp-
land, and as much: Pafture as is juft able
to Summer a Cow : And as for his Tithes,
he either Rents them out to a Lay-man,
who will be very unwilling to be his
Tenant, anlefs he may be fure to fave by
the Bargain ac leaft a third part : Or elfe
he compounds for them; and then as for
his mony, he fhall have it when all the
reft of the World-be paid. Bur if he
thinks fit to take his Dues in Kind, he
then either demands his true and utmoft
Right; ‘and if fo, it is a great hazard if
he be not counted a Catterpiller, a Muck-
worm, a very Earthly-minded Man, and
too much fighte inco this lower World.:
which was made, as many of the Lairy
think, altogether for themfelves : Or elfe
he muft tamely commir himfelf to thar
litele Dofe of the Creature, that fhall be
pleafed to be proportioned our unto him;
Chufing ratherto flarve in peace and qui-
etnefs, than to gain his right by noifc
and difturbance ; The beft of all thefe
ways thata Clergy-man fhall think fit for
his Preferment to be manag'd, where it
is {o fmall, are fuch, as will undoubredly
make him either to be hated and reviled,
elfe pitifully poor and difsfteemed.

{1071

Biit has it not gone very hard in all
Ages with'the Mies of God » Was not
our Lord atd Mifter, our Greatand /i ¢
Prieffs and was not his fare low, and his
life full of trouble? And  was not the
condition of moft of his Difeiples e
mean ¢ Were not they notably: pinclrd,
and feverely treated after him 2 And is it
not the Duty of every Chiriftian to imi-
tate fuch holy Dacterns: but efpecially of
the Clergy, who are o’ be fhining Lights
and_vifible Exampl herefore to
be fatisfied with 2 ry liccle Morfel,
and’'to renou times as muclr of
the Worl le? And is not
seeat Tiches, and

aticnce
i,Iomcnu dnefs to'be p red before larg
Fees and Cuftois? Is ther¢ any compa
rifon be i
ing Bow, or a low Hat, and morci
tion to all fuch ties and Fopperiés ;
10, in 2 peeuliar
hope to receive their ‘ln‘ucn-
tance, and make cheir | arvelt inthe next
life #“This was well thought of
but for all thar. if you pleal
confider a fittle o
Inconveniencies, th i«
artend upon the Minifters being fa m:un!x
provided fi
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Firftof all, the holy Men of God, or
the Miniftry in general, hereby is dife-
ftecmed, and - rendred of {mall account,
For though they be called the Mex of God,
yet when it is obferved, that God {eems
to take but little care of them in making
them tolerable Provifions for this Life, or
that Men are fuffered to take away that
which was_pleafed to. provide for
them, the People are prefently apt to
think, that they belong to God no more
than ordinary folks, if fo much. * And
although it is not to be queftion'd but
that the laying on of Hands is a moft
Divine Inflitution ; yet it is norall the
Biflops Hands in the World, laid upon a
Man, if he be either notorioufly igo-
zant, or difmally poor, that can procure
him any hearty ‘and lafting refpeét.  For
though we find that fome of the Difeiples
of Chrift, that carried on and cftabfithed
the grear defigns of the Gofpel, were
Perfons of - ordinary Employments and
Education; yet we fec little reafon ro
think that Miracles fhould be continued
to do that, which natural endeavours,
affifted by the Spirit of God, are able to
perform. . And if Chriff were fill upon
Earth to make Bread for fich asdre his

pectt

[ ro9 |
peculiar Servants, and Declarers of his
Mind and Do@rine, the Laity, if they
ple: fhould eat up all the Corn them-
felves, as well the tenth fheaf, as the o-
ther ; bur feeing it is otherwifé and that
that Miraculous Power was not left to
the fucceeding Clergy ; for them to beg
their Bread or depend for their fubfi-
ftence upon the good pleafure and hu-
mour of their Parifh, is a thing that ren-
ders that holy Office very much flighted
and difregarded.
That_Conflitution therefore of our
Church was a t prudent defign ; that
fays, that all who are Ordain'd, fhall be
Ordain’d to fomewhat; Not Ordain'd at
random, to Preach in general to the
whole World, as they travel up and
down the Road, but to this or that par-
ticular Parith.  And no queftion the rea-
fon was to prevent Spiritual-Pedling, and
gadding up and down the Country with
a bag of trifling ‘and infignificanc Ser-
mons ; enquiring, who will buy any Do-
ine 2 So that no more might
ved into. Holy Orders, rhan the Church
bad provifion for. But fo very little
this regarded, that if a young Diwinity
intender has but got a S
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ot of his Father's, although he knows
ot where to get a Mcals Meat, or one
peny of Mony by his: Preaching,: yet he
ts. & Qualification from fome Beneficd
Man or other, who: perhaps is no more
able to keep a Curate, than I am to keep
and {o_he is made a
And upon this account I have

ordinaj

and  Defpair,
ion as many. Cu-
man in the Land
Chaplains.  Now, many {uch as thefe
0 Orders againft.the Sky-falls ; fore-
ng no more likelyhood ‘of . any:Pre-
ming to them, than you or I

taties of State. Now,

fuch as thefé, for want of

¢ put to any umworthy.

ul fhifts, this reflects difpa-

aent upon all that Order of Holy

And we muft havea greatcareof com-
paring our. fmall preferr'd. Clergy wich
thofe bue of the like fortunc in the
Church of Romy, they  having many Arts
and Devices of gaining Refpect and Re-
verence to their Office, ch we -count

neither

[z ]

sieicher jult nor warrantable. elign
1io moré than tobe in a likely capacity
of doing good, and difcrediting our R
ligion, nor faffering the Gofpel to be dif-
efteemed : But their aim is clearly, not
only by Chears, contrivd Tales and
feigned” Miracles; to ger Mony in abun-
dance 3 but to be worthipped, almoft dei-
fied, isas littleas they will contentthem-
{elves withal. * For, how can it be, but
that the People: belonging to a Church,
whercin the Supreme Governour is b
lieved riever to err, cither purely by ver-
tue of his own fingle Wifdom, or by the
help of his Infpiring Chair, er by the 2
fiftance of his lictle Infallible Cardinals,
(for it matters not where the root of not
being miftaken lies) I fay, how can it be,
buc that all thar are Believers of fuch ex-
traordinary knowledge, muft needs ftand
in moft direful awe, not only of the fore.
faid Supreme, but of all that adhere to
him, or are in any Ghoftly Authority un-
der him? And although it o happens,
that this fame extraordinary g
Perfon is pleafed to trouble himfe
good large proportic his vile and
contemptible World, fo that fhould he
¢ odd and cloudy
lay
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day, count himfelf Mortal, and be a lic
tle miftaken ; yet he has chaficed to
make fuch a comfortable provifion for
felf and his followers, that he muft
needs be fufficiently valued and honoured
among(t all : Buc had he but jult enough
to keep himfelf from catching cold, and
ftarving, o long as he is invefted with
fuch fpiritual Sovereignty, and fuch a pe-
culiar priviledge of being Infallible, moft
certainly, without quarrelling, he takes
the Road of all Mankind,

And as for the moft inferior Priefts of
all, although they pretend not to fuch per-
fection of knowledge, yer there be many
extraordinary things, which they dgg.be-
lieved to be able to do, which beget.in
People a moft venerable refpect
hem ; fuoh is the power of Making
Sacramens; a thing thac muft infals
libly procure an infinite admiration of
him that can do it, tho he fcarce knows
the Ten C , and has not &
farthing to buy himfelf Bread: - And then
when Chriff is made,
of him to the La
it be minded, thac will: very m

1 the bufinefs,  and-make the People
ind aca greacer ditance from the Cler

gy

Eitzsal

gy. T might inftance likewif¢ in their Au
ricular Confeffions, injoyning of Penance,
forgiving fins, making of Sainti, frecing
People from Pur; y,and many fach ufe
ful Tricks they have, uders they
can do, ‘to draw in ‘the forward believing
Laity into a moft Right-Worfhipful Opr-
nion, and Honoutable Efteem of then:
And therefore fecing out Hely Clurch of
England counts it not juft, nor warrant-
able thus to clieat theWorld, by bel

the Scriptures, and by

fuch falfhood and ftratagems to gain re«
fpect ‘and reverence, it Behoves us cer~
winly to with for, and endeavour all fuch
means as are ufeful and Jawful, for the
obtaining the fame.

I might here, I think, converichtly add,
that though many preferments amongft
the Clergy of Kome may pofiibly be as
fmall as fome of ours in Englund, yet we
are to be put in mind of orte more excel=
lent Contrivance of theirs, and that
thedenyal of V ts, w
by they are freed frc cesof
Family, and a wain of young Children.
that n my word, will foon fuck up
the Milk of. a Cow or t and-grind
n pieces a few Sheaves < The

H Chureh

vhere-
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Church of England therefore thinking it
not fit to oblige their Clergy to a fingle
life, and I fuppofe are not likely to alter
their Opinion, unlefs they receive better
reafons for it from Rome, than have been
as yet fent over; he makes a comparifon
very wide from the purpofe, thac goes a-
bout.to try the Livings here in England,
by thefe of the Church of Rezme : There
being nothing more frequent in our
Church, than for a Clergy-man to have
three or four Children to ger Bread for,
by that time one in theirsfhall beallowed
to go into Holy Orders.

There is ftill one thing temaining,
which onght not to be forgotren (athing
that is fometimes urged, I know, by the
l‘\pl“s for the fingle life of the Pricfts)
that does much J.l‘n leflen the Efteem of
our Miniftery ; and that is, the poor and
contemptible Employment that -many
Children of the Clergy are forced upon,
by reafon of the meannefs of their Fathers

Y ppen'd, I know, fome-
times; that whereas it has pleafed God to
beflow upon the Clergy-man a very fuf
ficient Immm, ¢ s been his care«
lefie(s, as that he bur piciful

provifions for his Child And on the
other

Hxsj

m”

and mouulmulw
happen’d at other times that th
beyond the power of dll advice,
feemed to be refolved for Debauchery
but 1o fee: Clergy-mens Childr
demitd to the walking of ,
wait upon 4 Tapfter, or the lika; and
thar only becaufe their Father, was not
able to allow them a more gentile Edu-
cation, are fuch Employments that can-
not but bring great difgrace and difhonour
upon ‘the Clergy.

Bur this is not all the inconvenience that
ateénds the fmall Income, the Por
fome Clergy-men; for befides that the
Clergy in general is difefteemed, theyare
alfo to do bue little good in theic
Parifh.  Fotit isa hard matter for the Peos
ple to believe that he talks any thing to
the purpofe, that wantsordinary Food for
his Family; and that his Advice and Ex&
pofition can come from above, that is
fearce defended againt the Weather.
have heard a travelling poor Man beg
Withvery good Reafon and a gredt ftream
of feafonable Rhetoric
fieen very liccle minded
Cloaths were torn, or ar leaft

H 2 Fafhion

of
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Fathion = Anid on-the other fide, T have
heard but an ordinary {aying, proceeding
from a fine Suit, and a good lufty Title
hly admired;; which would
not poflibly have been hearken’d to, had
it been uttered by a meaner Perfon; yet
‘,, all means, becaufe it was a Phanfie of
¥ it muft becounted high, ‘and
xprefled.  If indeed this world

> of fincere and pure beaten

Vertue, like the Gold of the firft-Age,
than {uch idle and fond prejudices would
be a very vainfuppofal : and the DoGtrine
that proceeded from the moft tattered and
contemprible Habit, and the moft fparing
Diet, would be as acceptable asthat
which floweth from a Silken Caflock,
nd the beft chear: But fecing the World
is not abfolutely perfect, it is to be que-
{tioned, whether he thar runs upon Truft
revery Ounce of Provifion he fpends
Family, can fearce look from his
Palpic inw any Scat of the:Church, but
that he {p; 1¢ body or other that heis
beholden to, and depends upon; and for
nt- of mony has {carce confidence to
eak lpmlmmd» 1o his Sexton ; it is to
queftion'd, I'fay, whether onc thus
defti-

1 his

[117]

defticute of all m\uahln {ubfif
thus- fhattered: and diftracted wich moft
neceffary Cares, can either invent with
diferetion; ot
thing-that may bel wuh.mml to lmx
whereby they may become his diliger t ace
tenders, and hearty r

And as the Pe (wplc do
gainft being am or bettered by that
Minifters Pr:
as to this life; are {o bad, and l\h condi-
tion fo lows fo likew
on:very cool,
from fuch

rch

World know,
moft mag;
private Paclour : O, if performed by
Archbifbop himfelf, or by nv: mea
his Pricfts : But as
place; befides the ra
God Almiglity, do much influcnce upon
the Devotion of the People : {o allo the
quality and condition of the perfon thac
readsit. .. And although there be not i
acknowledged diff cena Prioft

comfortably provided for, and him that is
in the Thorns and Dry

o
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tween one placed in great Dignity and
Authority, and one that is in lefs ; yet
fuch a difference the People will make,
that they will {carce hearken to what is
read by the one, and yet be moft relig
oufly acentive to the other. Not furely
thar any one can think, that he whofe
countenance is chearly, and his Barns full,
can petition Heayen more effeually, or
prevail with God for the forgivenefs of a
greater fin, than he who is pittifally pale,
and is not owner of an Far of Corn: yet
moft certainly they do not delight to con-
fefs their Sins, and fing Praifes to God
with him, who fighs more for want of
Mony and Viéuals, than for his“Eref-
| nd Offences.  Thus it is, and will
be, do you and I(Sir) what we can t
the contrary. - Did our Church indeed be-
lieve. withthe Papifis, every perfon tight-
fully ordained, to be a kind of God Al-
king Miracles and doing
Wonders; then would People moft readi-
ly profirate themfelves to every thing to
holy Orders, though it could but juft

o Bur being our Church counts
the Clergy to be but morral
peculiarly dedicated to
Service) their behaviour,
the

{ o]

cheir condition and circumftances of life
will neceffarily come into our value, and
cfteem. of them. And thercfore it is to
no purpofe for men to fay, that this need
not be 3 it being but mere prejudice, hu-
mour and phanfie : and tha if the Man
be truly in Holy Orders, that’s the great
matter: And from thence come Bleflings,
Abfolution, and Interceffion through
Chrift with God : And that it is not Phi-
Iofophy, Langmages, Ecclefiaftical Hiffory, Pri-
dence, Diferetion, -and Reputation, by which
the . Minifter - can help us on towards
Heaven : Notwithftanding this, I fay a-
oain, that fecing Men are Men, and feer
ing that we are of the Church of 7
land, and not of that of Rome, thef
things ought to be weighed and confi
dereds and for want of being {0, our
Church of England has fuflered much

And I am almoft confident, that fince
the Reformation, nothing has more hin-
dred People from a jult cftimation of a
Form of Prayer, and. our Foly Liturgy,
than employing a company of Boys, or
old illiterate Mumblers, to rcad the Ser:
vice, And T do verily belicve thatat chis
very day, efpecially in Cities and Corpo-
rations, (which make up the third part of

1 our
=

En
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our Nation). there is nothing that does
more keep back fome diffatisfied Peopls
from Church, till Service be over, -than
thatitis read by fome Ten or Tiwelve-
pound-man, with whofe Parts and Edu-
cation they are {o well acquainted, s to
have reafon to know, that he has butj;
skill enough to read the Leffons with
twice conning over. And though. the
Office of the Reader, be only to read
word for w nd neither to.invent
and expound ; yet People love he {hould
bea Perfon of fiach worth and knowledge,
as it may be fuppofed he underftands
what he reads. - And although for fome
it were too burthenfomea task to'read the
Service twice a day, and Preach as ofton:
teertainly it were much better if the
People had but one Sermon in a fortnighe
o month, {0 the Service was performed
bya knowing and valuable Perfon, ithan
to run an unlearned rout of contemprible
People into” Holy Orders, -on purpofe
only to {ay the Prayers, of the Church,
who pethaps thall underftand very lircle
more than a hollow Pipe made.of Tin or
Wainfcot

Neither do I here at all refiect upon Ci=
thedrals :* where: the Prayers are ufually
read

[ iz
read by fome grave and
and-as for the unlearned Singer.
Boys ot Men, there ]
o be made, as to this Cafe, than that
they have not an all-underftanding Orzan,
or a prudent and difereet Corer.
Neither need People:be afraid thar the
Minifter for want of Preaching’ fhould
grow fliff and rufty, fuppofing he eame
not into the Pulpil every week : for he
may fpend his time very lmncﬂlr)", cnsher
by taking better carc of what h'u Pr
and by ferioufly confidering wha
ufefuland feafonable for the
not what Subject he can Preach u
moft cafe, or upon what Text h an
make a brave Speech, for which no body
{hall be better, or where he can beft fteal
without being ‘difcover'd, as is the pr.
&ice of many Divines in private Parifhe:
or elfe he may fpend it in v
Sick; inftructing the Ignorant, and re-
covering fiich as arc gone nﬂmy For,
though there be Churches built for pub-
lick ‘Affemblics, for publick Inftruction,
and" Exhortation: and though there be
not many abfolucely plain places of Scri~
prure that do oblige the Minifter to walk
from Houfe to Houft, yer certainly Pe?-
ple
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ple might receive much more advantage
from fuch charitable Vifits and friendly
Sonferences, than from general Difcour-
fes levell'd at the whole World 3 where
perhaps the greateft part of the time fhall
be fpenc in uiclefs Prefaces, Dividingsand
Flourifhings. Which thing is very practi-
cable, excepting fome vaft Parifhes = In
which alfo it 15 much better to do good
to fome than to none at all.

There is but one Calamity more that I
fhall mention, which though it need not
abfolutcly, yet it does too frequently ac-
company the low condition of many. of
the Clergy : And that is, it isa grearha-
zard, if they be notidle, intemperate.an
feandalous. 1 fay, Tcannot prove it ftrictly
and undenyably that a man fially bene-
ficed, muft of neceflity be diffolute and
debauched : but when we confider, how
much he lies fubje@ to the humour of all
kind of Reprobates ; and how eafily he
istempred from his own Houf¢ of Poverty
and Melancholly ; it isto be feared, that
he will be willing too oftento forfake his
own Study of a few feurvy Books, and his
own Habitation of Darkne(s, where there
is {eldom eating or drinking, for a good
ghtfome ane, where there is a bountiful

provi-

[ 1231

provifion of both. -~ And when he comes
here, though he fivears not acall, yet he
mutk be fure to fay nothing to them thar
do it, by all that they can think of: And
though he judges it not fitto lead the Fore-
lorn in Vice and Prophanenefs ;- yet, if
he goes about to damp a Frolick, there
is great danger, not only of lofing his
Sunday Dinner,but all opportunitics of fiach
future refrefhiments, for his nicenefs and
fqueamifhnefs: - And fuch asare but at all
difpofed to-ehefe lewd kind of Meerings,
befidesithe Devil, he fhall have follicitors
eniough, who councall fuch revelling o
cafions very unfavoury, and unhallowed,
unlefs they have the prefence of fome
Clergy man to f{andifie the Ordinance:
Who, if he fticks at his Glafs; blefs him,
and call him but DoéZor, and it flides pre-
fencly. I take no delight, I muft con-
fefs, o infilt upon this, but only I could
very much wifh that fuch of our Ge-
vernous, as go amongft our finall pre-
ferr'd Clergy, totakea view of the Con-
dition of the Church and Ch that
they would make but enquiry whether
the Minifter himfelf be not much out of
repaic
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1 havenow done, Sir, with the Grounds
of that difefteem that many of the Clergy
dic undet both by the Zznorance of fome,
and the extreme Poverty of others 5 And |
fhould have troubled you no farther but
that I thoughe it convenient not to omit
the particular occafions that do concur o
the making up of many of our Clergy fo
pitifully poor and contemprible.

Thefirlt thing that contributes much to
the Poverty of the Clergy, is the great
fearcity of Livings : Churches and Chappels
we have enough, ‘it i to b fefled if
compared with the bignefs of our Nation:
But in refpect of thav infinite mumber that
are in Holy Orders, ‘it is a very plaincafé,
that thereis a very grear want. And, Jam
confident that in a very litcle time Leould
procure hundreds that fhould: ride both

Sunand Moon down, ‘and be everlaftingly i

yours, if you could help them'but toa
Living of Twenty five, or Thirty Pounds
ayear: And this I fuppofe to be chiefly
occafioned upon thefe two accounts ;- el
ther from the Zagernefs and-Ambition that
fome People have of going into Orders : or
from the refigeof others 1to the Church;
who'being otherwife difappointed of 2
Livelihood, hope; to make fiice of one by

t means, Fielt,

[125]

Firft, Ifay, that which encreafes the un
provided for number of the: Clergy, is
Peoplerpofting into Orders, before they
know their Meffage or Bufinef3, only out
of a certain kind of Pride and Ambition.
Thus fome are hugely in love with the
meer Title of Prieft, or Deacon; never
confidering how they fhall live, or whac
good they are likely to do in their Offic
but only they havea phanfie that a C:
fock, if it be made long, is a very hand-
fom Garment; though it be never paid
for = And that the Desk is clearly the beft,
and-the Pulpit the higheft Seat in all che
Parifh; Thar they fhall take place of moft
bur Efquires and -Righs-Worfhipfuls: That
rhey fhall have the honour of being Spiri-
wal Guides and Counféllours : and they
fhall be fuppofed o underftand more of
the Mind of God than ordinary, though
perhaps they fcarce know the
from the: New, nor the Canon from the
Apocrypha. - Many, 1 fay, fuch. as thefe
there be, who know not where te ge:
two Groats, nor what they have tofay to
the People; but only becaufe they have
heard ‘that the Office of a Minifter isthe
moft Noble andhonourable Employment
in the World, therefore they, not know-

in
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ing i the leaft what the meaning of that
is, Orders by all means muft have, tho’
it be to-the difparagemenc of that Holy
Funclion.

Others al(o there be, who are not fo
highly poflefs'd with the meer dignity of
the Office, and honourablencfs of “the
Employment, but think, had they buta
Licenfe and = Authority ‘to: Preach, Oh
how they could pay it away! And that
they can tell the People fuch ftrange
things; as they never heard before in all
their lives : *That they have got fuch 4
commanding Voice, fuch heart-breaking
Expreffions, fuch a peculiar Method of
Text-dividing, and fuch notable “Helps
for the interpreting all difficulties in Scrip-
ture, thar they can fhew the People
much fhortet way to Heaven, than has
been as yet made known by any.  Such
a forwardnefs as this, of going into Holy
Orders, either meerly out of an ambis
tious humour of being called a Prieft, or
of thinking they could do fuch feats and
wonders, if they might be buc free of
the Pulpit, has filled ‘the Nation with

any more Divines, than there is any
mpetent Maintenance for in the Churcli.

Another

[ 127 ]

Another great crowd that 1s made in
the Church, is by thofe, that take in
there only as a place of flelrer and re-
fuge - Thus we have many turn Priefts

‘and Deacons, either for want of Employ-

ment in their Profeffion of Law, Phyfick,
orthe like; or having been unfortunare
in their Trade, or having broken a Leg
oran Arm, and fe difabled from follow-
ing their former Calling ; or, having had
the pleafure of fpending their Eftate, or
being ( perhaps defervedly ) difappointed
of their- Inheritance. The Chwrch is a
very large and good San@uary, and one
Spiritual fhilling is as good as three Tem-
porality thillings : Let the hardet come
to the hardeft ; if they can get by heart,
Quid eft Fides?  Quid eft Ecclefize Quot
funt Concilia Generalia > And “gain Or<
ders, they may prove
according as their Gifts and Opport
ties fhall lie. Now, many fuch as thefe,
the Church being not ablé to provide for
(as there is no great reafon thar She
fhould be follicitous about it) muft
needs proye a very great difparagement
to Her: They coming hither juftas the
old Heathens ufe to go o Prayers - When
nothing would ftop the anger of the
Gods,
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Gods, then for a touch of Devotiof : and
if there be no way to ger Victuals; ra-
ther than ftarve let us Read or Preach.

In fhort, Sir, we are perfedly over=
ftock’d with Profefors of Divinity ; there
being fearce employment for half of thofe
who undertake that Office.  And unles
we had fome of the Romifh Tricks, to
ramble up and down, and -cry Pardans
and Zzdulgences: Or for want of a Lix
ving, have good ftore of Clients in the
bufine(s of Purgatory, or the like, and fo
make fuch unrighteous gains of Religion,
it were certainly much better if many of
them were otherwife determined. -~ Or
unlefs we had {fome vent for our learned
ones beyond the Sea, and could tranfpore
fo many Tun of I
do other Commodities, with which the
Nation is overftock'd ; we do- certaine
1y very unadvifedly to breed up fo many
to that Holy Calling, or to fuffer fo many
to fleal into Ordets, {eeing there is not
fufficient Work and Employment for
them.

The next thing thar does much heighe
ten the Mifery of our Church, as to the
Poverty of it, is the Generies defigne
ing, not only the weak, the lame; and:

ufvally

[ r29]

ufually the molt ill-favourd of theif
Children for the Office of the Miniftry,
but alfo fuch as they intend to fettle no-
thing upon for their fubfiflence ; leaving
them wholly to the bare hopes of Chutch-
preferment.. - For, as they think, let the
thing look - how it will, it is good enought
for the Churchi; and that if it had buc
Limbs enough to climb thie Pulpit, and
Eyes -enough to find the Day of the
Month, i will ferve well enough to
Preach and Read Service : So like-
wifc they think they have obliged
the Clergy very much, if they pleafe
beftow two or three years Educatic
on a younger Son at the Univerf;
then commend him to the Gr
and the favour of the Church, without
one peny of Money or inch of Land:
You muft not think, thac he will {poil
his eldeft Son’s Eftate, or hazard the lef
fening the Credic of the Family, to do
that which may tend any way fo the
Reputation and Honour of the Clergy:
And thus it comes to pafs that you may
commonly ride ten miles, and {carce meet
with @ Divine thar is worth above two
Spoons and a Pepper-box, befides his Li=
¥ing or Spiritual Preferments. For, as foe
the Land, that goes fiveeping away wnlrh

1 the
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the eldeft Son, for the immortality of the
Family ; and as for the Money, thac is
ufually employed for to bind “out, and
fer up other Children. And lh\h you
fhall “have them make no doubt of gi-
ving five hundred or a thoufand pounds
for a ftock to [hcm Bur for the poor
Div Son, if he gets bur enough to
buy a broad HJ( at fecond hand, and a
fmall Syffern or two of Faith, that’s count-
ed ftock fi t for him to fet up with-
al. And poflibly. he might mak
kind of fhift in dm world, if any body
will ingage that he fhall have neicher Wit
nor Children; but if it fo falls our thar
be leaves the world, and 't d him i
ther the one or the others; in what a
difima ndition are thefe likely to be,
fad C s refledt
difinal a ¢ hing is
, that thofe that
s Lifc are pi-
ifly difpofed, do ufially
for the relief of
to be an op-
lary Charity, as the

mm\,.ngw of the Hx;,l\x\ ays, and the eredt

ing of Hofpitals,
“But neither: are

only fe

itual Preferments
¢ by reafon of that great num-
ber

R
ber that lic hoveting over them, and
th ¢ thus a

fually defticute of a
Livelihood ; bur alfo when -
to' poffeffion of them, they finding’ for
the moft part nothing bur a lietle Sau
and fecond Courle, Pigs; Ge:
ples, muft needs be pur upor
plexities for the ftanding neceflaries of a
Family. - So that if it be enquired by any
one; low comes it to p’i(: i
o many in Holy hat underftand
{o-little, Anl Lhal are \m]‘ - to do lu h("[
Service in the Church
fiver plainly and truly, we may
caufe they are good for nothing ¢
fhall we think that any man
curs'd to ufelefhefs, poverry an
will'be content with T

Pounds a Year? Aurll\ou
it looks at firft like a bo!
yet, if we think u( it a lircle bett
fhall find ¢
Carpenter, (I m
takers and ’\1
cnnﬂ‘mrl

© your great L/'lm r-
) that carns

y a berter RL‘ enue vml has certains
the command of more Money :  For
thit the one has no dilapidations; and

a2 the
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the' like, to confume a great part of his
weckly Wages, which you know how
much the other is fubject unto. So that
as long as we have fo mamy. fmall and
contemptible Livings belonging to our
Church (let the World do what it can)
we muft cxpect that they fhould be fup-
plicd by very lamentable and unfervice-
able things : For that no body elfe will
meddle with them ; Unlefs one inan Age,a-
bounding with Money, Charity and Good-
nefs, will preach for nothing. - For if Men
of Knowledge, Prudence and Wealth,
have a fancy againfta Living of Twenty
or Thirty Pounds a Year : Thete is no
way to get them into fuch an underra-
king, but by fending out a fpiritual Prefs:
Yor that very few Volunteers that are of
worth (unlefs better encouraged) will
go into that Holy Warfarc : But it will
eft to rhofe who cannot devife how
otherwife to live.

Neichet mult People fay, that befides
Bifhopricks, Prebends, and “the like, we
have feveral brave Benefices, fufficient to
invite thofe of the beft Parts, Education
and Diferetion.  For imagine One Living
in Forty is wortha Hundred Pounds 2
Year, and fupplied by a Man of Skil;

ang

[133]
and’ wholefome Counfel, What arc the
other Thirty Nine the beter for that?
What ‘ate the People about Carlifle ber-
ter'd by his Inftructions and Advice who
lives at Dover 2 Tt was certainly our Su-
viom’s Mind, not only that the Gofpel
fhould be preached unto all Narians ac
firft, but that the Meaning and Power of
it fliould be preferved and conftantly de-
clared to all People, by fuich as had judg-
ment to doit,
Neither again muft‘they fay, That Ci-
tizs, Corporation. great Trading
which are the
of it, and that

s,

ufvally inf by very Learncd ar
Judicious Perfons. For, I fuppofe, thar
our Saviour’s Defign was not that Mayors,
Aldermen and Merchants, fhould be only
faved ; bur alfo thar all plain Countrey
People fhould partake of the fame means:
Who, though they read nor fo many
zefts, as a Citizen, nor concern th
where the 7urk or King of Fra
next; yer the true Kuowledge of God is
now fo plainly delivered in Seriprure
that there wants nothing but Sober and
Prudenc Offerers of the fame, to make it
3 faving
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faving_to_thofe: of the meanelt Under.
{tapdin ore in all Parifhes,
i€ poffible, there ought to be fuch a fixe
:",ndv feded Provifion, as might realonably
nyitg fome carefl and prudent Perfon,
for the Peoples Guide and Inftrution in
H Marters

urthermore : It mighe be added,

7z belonging to moft of
vings is no fuch mighey bu-
ot for. the uncerrain

on of the well-

Parifhioners, the Parfoz and his

iy be eafily (tarved, for all ch
Lands or In-come thar belongs to his
Church. Befides the great milchief thar
fach Kind of hit ers have dono

int ,~§‘, orld, which I fhall not ftay here

nfift upon.

I a5 we have not Churches enough,
great multitude thar are

1 for a Living; {o, confidering the

5 of the Revenue, and the num-

cople that are to be the Hearers,

v plain that we haye too many.

And we fhall many rimes find two Chur.
ches in the fame Yard, whenas one woyld
hold double the People of both the Pa-
And if they were united for the

ourage-

[ 135
encouragement of fome deferving Perfon,
he might <afily make fhift to fpend very
honeftly and temperately the Revenue of
both, And what though Churches ftand
ata litcle farther diftance; People may
pleafe to walk a mile without diftemper-
ing themfelyes ; when as they fhall go
three or four to a Market to {clltwo peny-
worth of Eggs.

Bur fuppofe they refolve to pretend,
that they fhall carch cold (the Clouds
> more than ordinary thick upon the

Swn ufually are, if there b
Religion in the cafe ) “and that they are
ab{oturely bent upon, having Inftruction
brought 1o their own Zows : Why might
1

not ore “ermon a day, or rather than £z

it, from a Prudent and
Preacher, do as well as
y from him, that talks all th
5, nothing to the purpoft
n is Jaugh'd at and defpifed 2
vhat People will prefently fay
That if upon Swsday the
Church-doors be fhur, the Ale-houfes will
be open. And therefore there muft be
body, though never fo weak and
ntable, to pafs away the time in the
h, t the People may be kept
14

fober
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fober and peaceable: ' Truly, if Religion
and the Worthip of God confifted only in
Negatives; and that the obfervation of
the Sabbath was only not to be drunk;
then they fpeak much to the purpofes
but if it be otherwife, very litcle. Tt be-
ing not much unlike (as it is the fafhion
in many places) to the fending of little
Childrén of two or three years old to a
Schook-Dame, without any defign of learn-
ing onc Letter, but only to keep them
out of the Fire and Water.

Laft of all, People muft not fay thar
there needs no greae ftore of Learning in
a Minifter, and therefore a finall Living
may anfwer his deferts: for that there be
Homilies made on purpofe by the Church
£ ners and flow Tnventers
Whereupon it is that fuch difference is
made between giving Orders and fe
to'preach ; the lalt being granted only to
fuch as the Bifhop fhall judge able to
make Sermans.

But this does not feem to do the bu
nefs: For, though. it be not neccffary for
every Guide of a Parifh to underftand all
the Oriental Lancusges, orto make exad-
ly elegant or profound Difcourfes for the
Pulpit 5 yet mo certainly it is very re-
quifite

[ 137]
quifite that he fhould be {o far learned
and judicious, as prudently to advife,
diredt, inform and fatisfie the People in
Holy Matters, when they demand it, or
orbeg it from him. Which' to perform
readily and judicioufly, ‘requires much
more difcretion and skill, than upon long
deliberation, to makea continuedtalk of
an hour, withour any great difcernible
failing,  So that were a Minifter tied up
never to {peak one Sentence of his own
Invention out of the Pulpit in his whole
Life :time, yet doubtle(s many other oc-
cafions there be, for which neicher Wit
dom nor Repucation fhould be wanting
in him that has the Care and Government
of a Parifh.

1 fhall not here go about to pleafe my
{elf with the imagination of all the great
Zithes being reftored to the Church, ha-
ving little reafon to hope to fee fuch days
of vertue. Nor fhall T here queftionthe
Almightinef of former Xings and Parlia-
ments 5 nor difpute whether all the King
Henries in the World, withnever fuch a
Powerful Parliament, were able to deter-
mine to any other ufe, what was once fo-
lemnly dedicated to God and his Service.
Bue yer when we look over the Prefaces
to
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to thofe  Acfs of Purliaments, whereby
fome Chuzch-Revenues were granted to
Henry VIIL one cannot but be much
taken with the Ingenuity of that Paylis-

That when the King wanted a
fupply of Money, and an Augmentation
to his Revenu lvow handfomly out of
the Church they made proyifion for him,
without dmug themfelyes any injury at
all: For, fay they, feeing. His /uwy e
our Joy and L ing that He is |

of. and W A-x/]c i all i Snbisits s
that He has been at. fuch darge 7

for Five and Twenty whole Tears to IM,,

and Protect this FHis Realm ;

all Duty m/l Gr: r/md m»/ 15 4

Token of

grant wnto the King and His Eirs for

cwver, &e. It follows as clofely as can be,
That becaufe the Xing had been a good

and deferving King, “and had been at

much Trouble and pence for the Safety
and Honour of the Natiop, that therc-

fore all his wanes fhall be fupplied out of
the Church : And if all the Charges that

he had been at, was upon the account
nly of ‘his Eeclefiaftical Subjeits, and not

It is not, Sir, for you a
which way -the who'e C g
might be better provided for. But fure
it 15, and muft not be denyed, that fo
long as many Livings continue as they
now are, thus impoverifhed ; and thac
there be fo few encouragements. for Men
of Sobgicty, Wildom, and Learning, we

afon to exped much better In-
firu@ors and Governours of Parifhes,than
at prefent we comumonly find.

There is a way,- Tk hat {ome Peo-
ple love. mancllon Ty to talk of, mu’ that
is a jufk and eq: -
cal-pref 1 delicate refrefh-
ment, faythey, would it be, if tw
thirty
from ¢
amongft the poor
Clergy: how « w UHAJ it rejoy
hearts, and encoy

¢ grear and fumptu-

ty, and their Coun-

r Parks and fpacious

I s and fafhionable

es2 \h\ not he that lives in a finall
{carce walk

Ground, that has

well conceening Henifon, Fifl,

and
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and Fowl; may not he, I fay, Preach as
Joud, and to as much purpofe, as one of
thofe high and mighty Spiritualifts * Go
to then, feeing it hath plealed God to
make fuch a bountiful provifion for his
Church in general, what need we be fol-
licitous about the amending the low con-
dition of many of the Clergy, when as
there is fuch a plain remedy at hand, had
we but Grace to apply it > This invention
pleafes fome mainly well : but for all the
great care they pretend to have of ‘the
diftreffed par of the Clergy, T am confi
dent, one might eafily guefs what would
pleafe them much better: If inftead of
augmenting {mall Bencfices, the Biffops
would be pleafed to return to them‘thole
Lands that they purchafed in their abfence.
And then as for the relieving of the Cler-
gy, they would try if they could find out
another way.

But art thou in good earneft my excel-
lent Contriver ? Doft thou think that if

the greateft of our Church Preferments |

were wifely parcelld out amongft thofe
that are in want, it would do much feats

and courtefics > And doft thou not like- |

wile think, that if ten or twenty of the
lufticlt Noble-mens Eftates of England were
cleaverly

[ 141 ]

cleaverly fliced among the Indigent, would
it not ftrangely refrefh fome of the poor
sity, that cry Small-coal or grind Scif-
fars? 1do fuppofe tha if God fhould af-
terwards incline thy mind (for I phanfic
ic will not be as yeta good while) to bea
Benefagor to the Church ; thy wifdom
may poffibly dirc@ thee to difperfe thy
gooednefs in fmaller parcels, rather than
to flow in upon two or three with full
happinefs. But if it be my inclination to
Gertle upon one Eeclefiafical perfon, and
his firceeffors for ever, a thoufand pounds
a year; upon condition only to read #he
Service of the Church oncein a week, and
thou rakeft it ill; and findeft faule with
my prudence, and the Method of my Mu-
nificence; and fayft, that the ftipend is
much too large for fucha fmall rask: Yer,
1 am confident, that fhould I make thy
Lainybip Heir of fuch an Eftate, and
oblige thee only to the trouble and ex-
pence of the fpending a fingle Chicken,
orhalf a dozen of Larks, once a year, in
Commemoration of me, that thou wouldft
count me the wifelt Man that ever was
fince the Creation: And pray to God,
pever to difpofe my mind to part withone
Facthing of it for any other ufe than flor
the
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the Service of thy felf atid thy Family,
And yer, fo it is, that becaufe the Bjs
fhops, upon their firft being reftored, had
the cortfidence to levy Fittes accotding as
they were juftly due, and defired to'live
in their own Houfes (if not pulld dowa)
and to receive their own Rentsg Py
fently they cry out, the Church have
gor all the: Treaftire, and Mohy of the
Natiofi- ifito their' hands: If they have
2 Sod for it, and make
od ufe of it, Weep not Beloved, for
¢ is very' licele hopes, that they will
caft it all into the Sea; o purpofé ro ftop
thie Mouths of them, that fay they have

too much.

What other contrivanees there may b
the fectling upon Minifters in gencrala
ient Revenuefor their fubfiftence and
cneouragement’ in' their’ Office; T fhall
ve to be confidered of by the Govers
7onrs of Learning and Religion. Only,
thus mueh is certain, that fo long as the
Maintenance of many Miniflers is fo very
fimall, it is not to be ayoided, but thara
great part of them will want Learning,
Prudence, Courage, and efteem to'doany
good where they live. And what" if we
bave (as by all muft be acknewledged)

as
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as wife and learned Bifliops as be in the
World ; and many others of very great
underftanding, and wifdom, yet as was
before hinted, unlefs there be provided
for moft Towns and Parifhies, fome to-
lerable and {ufficient Guides ; the ftrength
of Religion, and the Credit of the Clergy
will daily languith more and more:” Not
that it is to be believed, that every {mall
Country: Parifh fhould be altogether hope-
lefs as to the mext Life, unlefs the;
a Hooker, a Chillingworth, a Hammond, ox
a Sanderfom, dwelling among(t them ; buc
requifite it is, and might be brought a-
bout, that fomebody there fhould be, to
whom the People have reafon to attend,
and to be directed, and guided by him.
I have, Sir, no more to fay, were it
not that you find the word Religion inthe
Title; of which in particular 1 have
{poken very little : Neither need I, con-
fidering how nearly it depends, as to- its
glory and ftrength, upon the Reputation
and Mouth of the Prief. And I fhall
add no more bur this, viz. thar among
thofe many things that tend to the decay
of Religion, and of a due Reverence of
1 viptures, nothing has
than the ridiculous and idle
Difcour(es

oc-

Hobbes |, 40696061



[ 1441

Difcourfes that are urtered out of Puk
pits.  For when theGallants of the World
do obferve how the Minifters themfclves
do jingle, quibble, and play the Fools
with their 7exts, no wonder if they, who
are fo inclinable to Atheifm, do not only
deride and defpife the Prieffs, but droll
upon the Bible, and make a mock‘of all
that is fober and facred. I am,

Sir,

dugnft S >
1670, Tour moft humble Servant,

T. B
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