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TO THE

READER.

Can very eafily phanfe,
that many upon the very

firft fight of the Title ,
will prefently imagin ,
that the Author ‘Joes
either want the great
Zithes, lying under the preffure of Jome
Pitiful Vicaridge 5 or that be is el
ont of humour , and diffatisfied with
the prefent condition of dffairs 5 or
laflly, that be writes to uo Purpofé at
all ; there having been an abunumce
of unprofitable Advifers in this king,
As 10 my being under fome low | 1
4 Charch 3
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The Preface
Church Diffenfation, you may know, 1
write not owt of a pinching necelfity, or
ot of any rifing Dofign 5 you may pleafe
to believe , that altbough T have a il
[ilemn veogrence for the Clergy inge=
“neral, and cfpecially for that of Eng-
land 3 get, for my own part, T muft
confefs to you , Iam not of that Holy
Employ mientsand have as little thought s
of being Dean, or Bifhiop, as they that
think fo, have hopes of being all Lord
Keepers.
Nor lefi miftaken will they be, that
fall judge e in the lesft difcomsented,
or any ways difpofedto difturb the peacé
of the prefent Jittled Church: For in
good. truth, T have neither loft Kings
nor Bifhops Lands, that fhonld incline
me to afurly and quarrelfon complain=
ng: As many be, who wonld have
béen glad enongh to fie His Majefky re=
§tored, and would "have eudnred Bi-
Jhops daintily well , had they lofi no
Money by their coming in. I am n;t
rle

to the Reader.
Lle affire you , any of thofe occafional
Writers , that wilfing preferment in
the Oniverfity can, prefently write
Jou teir new ways of Education 5 or
being a listle tormented with an ill tho-

JenWife, fit forth the Docirise of

Divorce to be truly Evangelical : The
canfe of thefefew flects was honeft and
innocent, and as free from all_ poffion,
as any defign. ’
As for the laft thing which Ifuppofed
objected, viz. That this Book is altoge-
ther needlefs , there having been an
“nfinite numsber of Church and Clergy-
Menders, that have made niny tedioys
and unfuccefiful o

confefs that it were very unred
Jor me to expelf abetter veward : Op-
Ly thus much 1 think with Modefty iy
be faid 3 that I cannot,, at prefent, call
Yo_ auind any thing that is proposunded,
bt what s very hopeful, and eafily
accomplifhed, For indeed , floyld T
80 about to tell you , that a Child can
never
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_ ThePreface, &

never prove a profitable Instructor of 4
the people , unlefi born when the Sun
45 in Aries 3 or brought up in a Sclool
that $tands full South 5 that be can ne-
wer be able to govern a Parifb, unlefs
he canride the great Horfe 5 or that be
vever go through the great Work

Ministery , unlefi , for three
bundred years backward , it can be
proved thas none of his Family ever had
Congh , Ague, orgray Hairs then T
Jhould very patiently endure, to be rec-
koned amonglt the vainest | that ever
made attempt. But belicve me,Reader,
1 am not, as you will eaftly fee, any con-
triver of an incorruptible and pure
Cryflalline Church s or any expedter of

teign of mothing but Saints and Wor-
thies: But only an boneit and hearty
wifler, that the beft of our Clergy might
Sforever continue as they are, rich, and
learneds and that the reft might be very
ufefid , and well eftecned of in their
Profiffion,

THE

GROLINDS & OCCASI()KC?

OF THE
CONTEMPT
OF THE
CLERGY & RELIGION

Enquired into.

, continues fo frefh,in
ind, that I perceive
aft, you are more
than a licele troubled to ob
ferve that difefteem that lies upon fev
thofe holy Men.  Your good wifhe
¢ Church, I know , are very ftron,
4 :
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unfeigned, and your hopes of the World
receiving much more advantage, and better
advice, from fome of the Clergy , ~than
ufually itis found by Experience to do, are
neither needles nor impoffible. And as [
have always been a devout admirer, as well
as ftriét obferver of your actions; fo I have
conftantly taken a grear delight to concar
with youin your very.thoughts. Where-
uponitis, Sir, that I have fpent fome few
hours upon that which was the occafion of
your laft Letter, and the fubject of our late
difcoutfe. And before, Sir, I cnter upon tel-
ling you what are my appachenfions; [
muft moft heartily profefs, that for my own
part, I did never think, fince at all I under-
ftood the excellency and perfection of a
Church, but that Ours, now lately Refto-
red, as formerly Eftablifhed, does far out-
80, astoall Chriftian ends and purpofes,
cither the pomp and. bravery of Remse her
felf, orthebeft of Frec Spiritwal States,
But if fo be it be allowable , where we
have fo undoubredly learned and hanourable
aClergy, to fuppofe, that fome of that
facred Profeffion, might poffibly have at-
tain'd to a greater degree of efteem and
ulefulnefs to ‘the World; then 1 hope what

has

[3]

has thus long hindred fo preat and defireable
a Blefling to this Nation, may be modeftly
guelsd ar, cither without giving any will.
tul offence to the prefent Church ,
great crouble, dear Sir, to your -
i1 be pot very much miftaken ,  whatever
has heretofore, or does at prefent leffen the
salue of our Clergy, or render it in any
degree lefle ferviceable to the World than
might be reafonably hoped, may be cafily
reterced to two very plain things; the Zgno-
rance of fome, and the Poverty of others of
the Clergy,

And firft, as to the Ignorance of fome
of our Clergy, if we would make a fearch
fopurpofe, we muft go as deep as the yery
beginnings of Education: and, doubtlefs,
may lay a great part of our mistorcunes to
the old fafhion'd Methods and difcipline of
Schooling it elf: upon the well ordering of
which, although much of the improvement
of our Clergy cannot be denied mainly ro
depend; yerby reafon this is fo well Known
10.your felf, as alfo,that there has beenma-~
0y of undoubted Learning and Experience,
that have et out their feveral Models for this
purpofe, T hall therefore only mention fuch
lofs of time and abufe of youth, as s moft

B: fe-
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L4]
remarkable and mifchicvous, and as could
not be conveniently omitted in a Difcourfe
of this nature , though never fo fhort.

And firft of all , it were certainly worth
the confidering ; whether it be unavoidably
neceffary to keep Lads tofixteen o feven-
teen years of Age, in pure flavery to a few
and Greek, words? Or whether it
not be more convenient , efpecially if
we call to mind their natural inclinations to
cafe and idlenefs , and how hardly they are
parfivaded of the excellency of the Liberal
d Sciences, any further than the finart
of the Jaft piece of difcipline is frefh in thei
memories, whether I fay it be not more
beneficial, to mix with thofe un-
pleafant tasks and drud ?
that in probability might not only ta
bewer with them, but might alfobe mu
eaffer obrained ?

As fuppofe, fome part of time was allot
r the reading of fome innocent
Zxglify Authors; where they need notgo
every line fo unwillingly to’a tormenting
Didtionary ; and whereby they might come
ina Mhort time to apprehénd common fenfe ;
and to begin to judge what istrue : For you
fhall have Lads that ate arch knaves at theNo-

minative

proper &

51

minative Cafe, and that have a notable quick
Eye atfpying out the Verb , who for want
of reading fuch common and familiar books,
{hall underftand no more of whatis very
plainand eafie, than a well educated Dog or
Horfe. O fappofe, they werc taught (as
they might much eafier be, than what is
commonly offered to them) the Principles
of Arithmetick, Geomecry, and fuch allurir
parts of Learning: As thefe things undos
tedly would be much more ufeful, (o much
more delightful to them, than to be tormen-
ted with a tedious ftory how Phaeian broke
his Neck; or how many Nuts and Apples
Tityrus had for his Supper = For moft cer-
tainly Youths, if handfomely dealt with,,
are much inclinable to Emulation , and toa
very ufeful efteem of Glory ; and more
ially., if it be the reward of know

ledge; and therefore if fuch
carefully and difcreetly propounded
wherein they might not only earnef
tend amonght themfelves,
fee how far they out-skill the reft of the
World : A Lad hereby would think him.
felf. highand mighty , and would certain
e greas delight in contemni
anlearned Mortal he meets witha
B3
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6]
inflead hereof, yon diet him with nothing
but with Rules and Exceptions ; with tire
fome Repetitions of Ame's and Tuwa's:
ferting a day alfo apare to recite verbatim all
the burdenfome task of the foregoing week
(which Iam confident is ufually as dreadful
as an old Parliament Faft)we muft needs be-
lieve,thar fixch 2 one thus managed,will fearce
think to prove immortal by fuch performan-
ces,and accomplifhments as thefe. You know
very well, Sir, that Lads in the general, have
burakind of ugly and odd conception of
Learning; and look upon it, as fuch  ftar-
ving thing, and unneceffary perfection, (e-
fpecially as it is ufually dilpens'd out unto
them) that Nine-pins or Span-counter, are
iudged much more heavenly employments:
And therefore what pleafure, do we think,
canfuch aonetake, in being bourd to ger
againft breakfaft two or three hundred rum-
blers out of Homer | in commendation of
Achilles's Toes , or the Grecian's Bootsy
Or to have meafured out unto him,very ear-
ly inthe morning, fifieen or twenty well
aid on Lathes, for letting a fyllable fiip too
foon, or hanging t0o long upon ir? Doubt-
e, inflant execution upon fuch grand mif-
carriages as thefe , will etcrnally engage
: him

L7]
him to a moft admirable opinion of the
Mafes:

Lads, certainly, ought to be won by all
poffible Arts and devices, and though many
have invented fine Piétures and Games, to
chear them into the undertaking of unrea-
fonable burdens, yet this by no means is
fuch a lafting temptation, asthe propound-
ing of that , which in it fzIf is pleafant and
and alluring: For we fhall find very many ,
though of no excelling quickneffe, will foon
perceive the defign of the Landskip, and fo
looking through the vail, will then begin
t0 take a5 little delight in thofe pretty con-
trivances,as in getting by heart three or four
leaves of ungay’d non-fenfe.

Neither feems the ftratagem of Money
tobe foprevailing and carching, as aright
down offering of fuch Books whichare in-
genious and convenient there being but very
few (o intollerably carcful of their Bellies,
as 10 look wpon the hopes of a Cake, ora
few Apples, 0 bea fufficient recompence
for cracking their Pares with a heap of inde-

ndent words.
p‘Idam not fenfible, that have faid any
thing in difparagement of thofe two famous
Tongues, the Greek, lné Latin, there be
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ing refrefhment , ¢
humane Iear the terms of
ered unto us in thofe Lan Mathem.icks , ¢
atwor(hips them, purely ning. Now, is
) & id Athens , hi- thata Lad fhould take moft
trle or no refpect to the ufefulnefs and in conquering fuch a plea
of the Bo perhaps, he hus two or theee

tokeep in mind, with avery fimall prc

ence of Aniquiy, 1 tion of fenfe thereunto belonging
ns compatablé for happinefs to | theufe and full meaning of

5 wh

ap
or hunts Butter- terms , would have been moft infentibly
obtained, by leifurel

ore ought to this, or th

Erogs,

rer abfolutely nec likely to be very favoury, and of comior
it to one (which tableufe, 1o one, that can fearce diftinguith

that the World between Virtue and Vicggto be tasked wich

¢ the begin high and moral Pocms " For Example : It

more infen(i- isufvally faid , by thofe that are intimately

and more advantagioufly ob acquainted with him , that Homser's Hiads

by reading Philofaphical, as well as and Odiff ain myf y all the
other ingenious Authors, than Fanas Lix Law for cerrain, if nor a great parc of the
garans 5, crabbed Pocins, and crof-grain'd Gofpet (I fuppofe much atter that rate that
een heretofore by others, Rablais faid his Garagantwa contained all

afrefh confidered, by all the Ten Commandements) but perceiveable

rs cither to the Clergy or Lear only to thofe that have a poetical difcerning
Spirit ; with which gift I fuppofe, few at

e it is the fafhion of fome School are [ early qu

i I know w ified. . Thofe admi.
Schools, to preferibe to a Lad for his Even- sable Verfes,Sic, of yours, both Eng/ifk, und
ing oth
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[10]
others, which you have fometimes favoured
me with a fight of, will not fuffer me tobe
fofottifh,as o fight or undervalue o great
and noble an_Accomplithment. Buc” the
£ fuch high, and brave fensd
)y, whofe main buli-

tive, to lie at catch fora
ale, a Proverb, or aquaint and
pithy fenieice, is not onely to very little
purpofe, but that having gargl'd onely thofe
elegan: Books at School, this ferves them in
flead of reading them afterward, and does
in a manner prevent their being further
look'd into; So that all that improvement,
whatfoever it begiar may be reap'd out of
the beft and choiCeft Pocs, is for the moft
pactutterly loft; in thara time is ulually
chiofen of reading them, when difcreion is
much wanting to gain thence any true advan-
tage. Thos that admirable and highly ufeful
Moralicy, Tullie’s Offices,becaufe it is abook
commonly conftrued at School, is gencrally
afterwards fo contemn’d by Academicks,
that it is a long Hours work to convince
them, that itis worthy of being look'd in-
to again, becaufe they reckonitas a Book
read over at School, and no queftion notably-

If

digefted.

[1]

Iftherefore, the ill Methods of School-
ing does not oriely occafion a great lofs of
time there ,  but alfo does begetin Lads a
very odd ~opinion and apprehenfion of
Legrning, and much difpofcs them to be
idle, when gota little free from the ufual
feverities ;  and that the hopes of more or
lefle improvement in the Univerfitics very
much depend hereupon , it is withour all
doubt, the grear concernment of all that
will well to the Church, that fuch care and
tegard be had to the management of Schools,
thatthe Clergy be not fo much obfiructed
in their fieft atempts and preparations to
Learning.

I cannot, Sir, poffibly be fo ignorant,
as not to conlider, that what has been now
offer’d upon this Argument, has not onely
been largely infifted on by others , bur alfo
refers not particulatly to the Clergy (whofe
clfare and efteem I feem at prefent ina
fpecial manner folicions about) but in ge-
neral to all learned Profeffions, and there-
fore might reafonably have been omitted;
which certainly I had done, had Inor call'd
to mind, that of thefe many, that pro-
pound to themfelves Learning for 2 Protefli-
on, there is fcarce one of ten, but that his

ot,
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[12]
Tot, choice, o neceflity , determins him to
the Study of Divinity.

Thus, Sir, 1 have given you my thought
concerning the orders and cuftoms of com
mon Schools : A confideration in my appre
henfion not fleightly to be
that to me feems hercupon very muc
pend the Learning and Wifdom of the Cler
gy, and the Profperiry of the Church.

The nextunhappinefs that feems to have
hindred fomeof our Clergy from ariving
to that degree of underftanding , that be
comes fuch an holy Office , whereby their
company and_difcourfes might be much
more than they commonly are valued and
defired, is, the inconfiderate fending of all
kind of Lads to the Univerfities , ler their
parts be never fo low and pitiful,, thein
{truétions they have lain under never fo
mean and contemptible, and the Purfes of
their Friends never fo fhort to maintain them
there.  1f they have but the commendation
of fome lamentable and pitiful conftruing
Mafter, it pafles for fufficient evidence ,
that they will prove perfons very eminentin
theChurch. Thatis tofay , if a Lad has
but a lufty and well-bearing Memory (this
being theufual and almoft only thing where-

by

L13]

by they judge of their abilities) if he cam
Ling over very tunably three or four ftanza’s
of Lilly's Poctry , be very quick and ready
to tell what's Lutix for all the Inftruments
belonging 10 his Fathers Shop, if prefently,
upon the firft fcanning , he knows a fponde
from a dattyl , and can fit a few of thofe
fame without any fenfe to his fingers ends 5
if, laftly, he can fay perfectly by heart his
Academick Catechilim , in pure and pafling
Latin, i, e. What 1s his Namse? Where
went he to [chosl? and , What Authors #
be beft and chiefly skilid in? A forward
Boy, crys the School-Mafter, a very preg-
nant Child ! ten thoufand pities, buc he
fhould be a Scholar : He proves a brave
gy-man, T'll warrant you, Away to the
Univerfity he muft néeds go; then for a
licle Logick , a liwle Erhicks , and God
Knowsa very little of every thing clfe, and
the next time you meet him it is in the
Pulpi,

Neither ought the mifchief which arifes
from imall Countrey-Schools to pafs uncon-
fidered; the lttle mighty Governours where
of , haying, for the moft part, not fuck’d in
above fix or feven mouths full of Univerfity
Air , muft yer by all means fuppofe them-

elves
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C14]

{elves fo notably furnithed with all forts of
Inftrations, and are fo ambitious of the
glory of being counted able to fend forh
now and then to Oxford or Camlbridge,from
the little Houfe by the Church-yard’s fide,
one of their ill-educated Difciples, that to
fuch as thefe oft-times is committed the gai-
dance and inftruction of a whole Parith:
whofe parts and improvements duely confi-
dered,  will fearce render them fit Gover-
nours of a finall Grammar-Caftle, Not
that it is neceffary to belicve, that there ne-.
ver wasa learned or ufeful Perfon in the
Church, but fuch whofe education had been
at Wefbminfler or St. Paul's:  Bur, whereas
moft of the fmall Schools, being by their
firft Founders defign'd onely for the advan-
tage of poor Parith Children, and alfo
that the ftipend is ufually fo fmall and difcou-
raging , that very few , who can do much
more than teach to writeand read, will ac-
cept of fuch Preferment: for thefe to pre-
tend to rig out their fmall ones for an Uni-
verfity life, proves oft-times a very great in-

convenience and dammage to the Charch.
And as many fuch difmal things are fent
forth thus with very fmall tackling, fo not
a few are predeftinated thither by their
Friends

Lts

Eriends, from the forefight of 2 good Bené:
fice. Ifthere be rich Pafture, profitable
Cuftoms, and that Herry the Eighth has
takenout no Toll, the Holy Land s a very
good Land, and affords abundance of Milk
and Hone: Far be it from their Confciences
the confidering whether the Lad is likely to
be ferviceable to the Church, or to make wi-
fer and better any of his Parifhioncrs,

All this may feem a firft fight to be ea-
by avoided by  ftri& examination ar the
Univerfities, and fo_returning by the next
Carrier all that was fent up not fit for their
purpofe.  But becanfe many of their Rela-
tions are ofi-timesperfons of an inferiour
Condition; ~ and who cither by imprudent
Counfellours, or elfe out of atickling con-
ceit of their Son’s being, forfooth, an Lini-
verfity Scholar, have purpofely omitted all
other opportunities of a livelihood, to re-
turn fich, would feem a very fharp and fe-
vere difappointment.  Poffibly it might be
much betcer, if Parents themfclves, o their

s Eriends, would be much more wary of de-

termining their Children to the Trade of
Learning. - And, if fome of undoubted
0 and ‘judgment , would offer
hei advicey and fpeak their hopes of a Lad
abour
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L16]

about thirtcen or fourteen years of Age
which Il affure you, Sir, may be done
without conjucing : ) and never omit to en-
quite, whether his’ Relationsare able and
willing to maintain_him feven years atthe
Univerlicy , or fec fome certain way of be-
ing continued there fo long , by ‘the help
ot Friends, or others ; asalio upon no fuch
conditions, as fhall in likelihood deprive him
of the greateft part of his Studies.

For it is acommon fathion of agreat ma-
ny, to complement , and invite inferiour
Peoples Children to the Univerfity, and
there pretend to make fuch an all-bountiful
provilion for them , as they fhall not fail

3 g 10 2 very eminenr degree of Leat-
But when they come there, they fhall

Servants Wages.  They took there
beretofore avery good method to pre-
vent Sizats over-heating theit Brains : Bed-
making ; Chamber-fweeping, and Water:
fetching , were doubtlefs great prefervatives
againft too much vain Philofophy. Now
certainly fuch precended favours and kind-
neflles g thefe, are the moft right down dif-
courtefies in the World . For itis ten times
more happy, both for a Lad and the Church,
to be a Corn-cutter, or Tooth-drawer , to

make

(7]
make or mend Shooes, or to be of any inf
riour Profeffion , t
promifed the Conyen

a1 t0 be invited to,
nces of a learne:
ducation, and to have his Name

pon the ColledgeTab

dgeTables,
bulinefs fhall be to buy Eggs and Bu

sand Burtcr,
Neither ough Lads parts, before they
be derermined to the Univerfity be only con-
fidered, and likelyhood of being not difap
pointed b alfo Abilis ‘

intil they be
T whereas two hun-
dred, for the moft part, yearly Commence
fearce the fifth part of thefe continue aftey
their taking the firft degr
r

after

As for the
t, having cxactly learned, Quid off L
grea? and  Quor funt Virtutes Morales »
down they go by the firft Carrier, upon
the top of ~the Pack into the Welt, or

orth , or elfewhere, according as
tates Iye, with Burgefdicins, €ufachius
nd {uch great helps of Divinity d then
for Propagation of the Gofpel,

(
0 By that
ime they can fay the Predicamsents and
Creedythey have their Choice of Preaching,
or Starving,  Now, whata Champion for
Truth s fch a thing likely to be ? Wha an
huge blaze he makes in the Church 7 What
e

2
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18] -
ines , what a Confoun-
what an able Interpreter
what 2 Refolver of Gafes
and whata prudent Guide
e needs be to all his Parith ?
roumay poffibly think, Sirs ¢
o e A woded, by
vith-holding Holy Orders: the i
riplle \‘k“'m ity conlliuiedsin Her
anons, that none under Twenty three
? Age (which is the ufual Age af-
Years being at the Univerlity )
(hould be admitted to that great Employ-

feem to do fome fer-
vice, wereit carcully obferved ; and were
2 noc a thing to be gor, called a Difpen-
1 will prefently make you , as

old as you ple

But if you will , Sir, we'll fuppofethat |
d

were frictly denyed 5o all, unlefs

ed according to Canon 1 cannor
fec any other Remedy , but that moft
: fity Youngfters -muft fall
tothe Parifh , and become a Town Charge,
until they be of (piritual Age. For Philo-
Jophy isavery idle thing, when oneis cold :
Anda mall Sytemof Diviniyy (thoogh i

[19]
ebins himfelf) s fufficient when
oneishungry.  What then fhall we do with
them , and where thiall we difpofe of the
until_they come to a holy ripenefs? May
them into the Desk to Re:
Service? That cannot be,becaufe not capabl.
Befides , the tempting Pul, ally ftan;
toonear.  Or, fhall we truft them in fome
good Gentlemeps Houfes, there to perform
holy Things? Withal my heart, fo that
they may not be called down from their
Studiesto fay Grace to every Health : Thar
they may have a little better Wages than
the Caok_or Butler : As alfo that there bea
Groom in the Houfe , belides the Chaplain
(For fomerimes into the Ten pounds a year,
they crowd the looking afier 2 couple of
Geldings: ) And that he may not be fenr
from Table, picking his Teeth , and fighing
with his Hat under his Arm, whillf the
Kright and my Lady eatup the Tarts and
Chickens : It might be alfo convenient , if
he were fuffered to fpeak now and then in
the Parlour, belides at Grace and Prayer
time And that my Cofen Aigail and he
fitnor too near one anather at Meals : Nor
be prefented together ro the little Vicarage,
All this, Sir, muft be thought of : For,
Ca in
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[20]

, aPerfon, at all though
and Confcience , had mueh
with nothing but Beans
{o that he may have the
pughts and time) than to
nd and third Courfes, and ro

vealon mh humours of fome F:
4, asfomethink, two or three years
uance in the Univerfity , to be time
ient for bein great Inftruments
Church

rate, asto count that a folemn

fo others we have fo mode-

duiffion,

and a formal paying of dge deiri-
ments (without
cal Difcoutfes, Di

trouble of Philofophi-
atations , and the
are Virtues that willinfluence as
¢affle, andimprove, though at neve
diftance
So firangely pofefied ate Peoplein gen
ral, with the €afinefs and finall Prepara-
tions that are requilite to the Undertaking of
the Miniftry , that, whereds in other Pro-
fellons they plainly fec what confide
time , before they have any hopes
of ‘atriving to skill enouigh to Practice, with
ny confidénce, what they have defignd ;
10 Preach (to ordinary People, ‘and
govern

[ar]
governa Country Parifh , is ufually judgd
fuch an ealie periormance , that any Lw.v
counts himfelt fit for the Employment. We
find very few fo unreafonably confident of
their parts, as to profefs cither Law, or
Ph, without either a confiderable con-
tinvance infome of the Zuns of Conrts, or
an ‘induftrious fearch in Herbs , Anaromy,
Chymifkry , and the like ; unlefs it be only
#o make a Bond, or give aGlifter. But,
as for the knack of Preaching, asthey call
it thatis fucha very eaie attainment , that
he s counted dull to purpofe that
at a very finall warning , to faften upon any
Texe. of Scripture ; and to.tear and tura~
bleit till the Glafs be our.  Many, I know
very well.. are forced to difcontinue , ha-
ing neichr ftock of theit own, nor Frierds
to Maintain them in the Univerficy. But,
whereas a Man's Profeffion and Employ
mencin this World, is very much in his
own, or in the Choice of fach who are
moft neerly concern'd for him: He there-
fore that forefees that he is nor likely to
haveghe advantage of a continued Ed
tion, e had much betrer commit himfelé
10 an approved of Cobler or Tinker, where-
inhe may be duly refpected according to
C3 his

fior able
not able,




[22]
his Office, and condition of Life, than to be
only a difeftcemed Peetifogger, or Empyrick

vinity .

By this time,, Sir, 1 hopeyou begin to
conlider, what a great difadvantage it has
been to the Church, and Religion, the
meer venturons and inconliderate determi-
ning of Youths to the Profcffion of Lear-
ning.  There is ftill one thing, by very few
atall minded, that ough alfo not to be overs
looked; and that is a good Confitution,
and Health of Body. And therefore dif-

et and wife Phylicians ought alfo to be

ted, before an abfolute refolve be

the Lifé of the Learned. For
ength enongh to buy and bay-
of avery unfit habit of body
to fic fill fo much, as in general is requi-
fite 10 & competent degree of Learning :
For although reading and thinking . breaks
neither Legs nor Arms , yet certainly there
is nothing that flags the ‘Spirits, diforders
the Blood, and enfecbles the whole Body
of Man, as intenfe Studies. As for him
that rives Blocks, or carries Packs , there is
no great Expenfe of Parts , no Anxiety of
Mind, no grear Intellectual Penfivenefs:
Lex him but wipe his Forchead , and heis
perfectly

[23]

perfectly reéovered. Bur hethat has many
Languages to_remember , the Nawre a
moft nfg(hu whole World to confult, many
Hiltories , Fathers , and Counils o fearch
into, if the Fabrick of his Body be not
ftrong and healthful , you will foon find
him as thin as a pie Mt ksy
and look as piercing as a School fubile
This , Sir, could not be conveniently omit-
ted , not only,becaufe many are very carelefs
in this point, and at a venture determine
their young Relations to Learning ; but be-
caufe, for the moft part, if among many,
there be but onc of all the Family thar is
weak and fickly, that is languithing and
confumprive , this of all the reit, as counted
not fic for any courfe Emyloyment, fhall
be pick’d out as a choice Veffel tor the
Church: Whereas moft evidently , he is
much more able to dig daily in the Mines,
than ‘to fit crofs-legg'd muling upon his
Book.

I am very fenfible, how obvious it might
be here to hint , that, this fo curious and
fevere Inquiry, would much hinder the
Pradtice , and abate the flourifhing of the
Univerfities : As alfo, there has been feve-
ral , and are fill many living Creatures in

[apP the
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the World, who, whiltt young, were of a
very flow and meck apprehention. have yer
al ed up into a great brisknefs
fafters of much Reafon: And
others there have been , who, although for-
0a hort continuance in the Univerfity ,
times interrupted by unavoidable
, have yet by fingular care and indu-
ved very famous in their Gene.
laftly , fome alfo of very fee-
bleand crafie Conflitdtions in their Child-
d, have out fudied their diftempers
and have become very healthful and fervice.
ble in the Church,
As for the Rourifhing, Sir, of the Uni-
veclities s what has been before faid., 2
not in the leaftat Gentlemen, whofe coming
thither s chiefly for the hopes of fingle im-.
provement , and whofe Eftates do free them
from the neceflity of making a gain of
Ares and Sciences, ; but only ar fuch, s in
tend to make Learning their Profelfion,, 4s
vell a5 Accompliffiment: So  that “our
be ftill as full of Flourifhings,
, tich Gowns , and foture
wsever.  And fuppofe we do
iy 35 It is necellary we fhould,
tharthe Number (hould be a little leffen'd
this

Schools

L2s]

this furely will not abate the true fplendour
of an Univerfity in any Man’s Opinion
buthis,, who teckons the flourifhing there-
of, rather from the multitude of meer
Gowns , than from the Ingenuity and Lear~
wear them ; no more
than we have reafon to count the Aour hing
f the Church, from tha vaft number of
People that crowd into holy Orders, rather
than from thofe Learned and ufeful Perfons
ha defend Her Truths, and manifeft Her
Ways.

But Ifay, Idonot fee any perfect neceffi.
ty, that our Schools fhould hereupon be
thinn’dand lefs frequented ; having faid no=
g againft the rulticude, but the indif.
crect Choice. If therefore, inftead of fuch
cither of inferiour Parts, or a feeble Copw
titution, or of unable Friends, there were
pick’d our thofe that were of a tolerable In.
genuity, of a ftudy-bearing Body, and had
good hopes of being conunued ; as hence
there is nothing to_ hinder our Univerfities
from being full’, o likewife from being of
great Credit and Learning

Nottodeny then, but that now and then
there has been a Lad of very fubmiffive
Pats , and perhaps no great fhare of time

allow’d
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allow’d him for his Studies , who have pro-
ved, beyond all expedtation,, brave and
glorious : Yer furly we are not to over-
Teckon this fo zare a hit; as tothink that one
fuch proving Lad, Mould make recompenfe
and latistaction for thofe many weak ones
(3s the common People love to phrafe
them) that arein the Church.  Andthatno
care ought to be taken, no choice made , no
Maintenance provided o confidered , be-
cafe, now and then in an Age, one
mizaculoufly , beyond all hopes, proves
Learned and ufeiul, isa pratice, whereby
never greater Mifchicts , and difefteem has
been brought upon the Clergy.

1 have i fhort, it , run over, what
ned to me , the firft Occafions of that
fimall learning , that is to be found amongft
fome of the Clergy. 1(hall now pafs from
Schooling to the Univerfiies.

1 am ot fo unmindful of that devotion
which I owe to thofe places , not of that
geeat efteem | profefs to have of the Guides
noars thereof, as to go about to
Forms and Schemes of Edu-

ere Wifdom has laid her Top-

. Neither (hall I here examin which
Philofophy, the old or new, makes the beft
Sermons :

and

L27]

Sermons : Itis hard o fay that Exhorations
<an be to RO purpofe, if the Preacher be.
lieves that the Earth turns round : Or, th
his Reproofs can take no effe@, unlefs he
will fuppofe a Vacwum. There has been
good Sermons, no queftion , made in the
dayes of Materia Prima, and Occule Qpa-
finies - And thereis, doubtlefs,, ftill “good
Difcourfes now under the Reign of ¢4~
ms.

There is but two things wherein 1 account
the Clergy chiefly concerned (as to Univer-
fity Improvements ) that at prefent I fhall
ventureto make enquiry into.

And the firft is this, Whether or no it
were not highly ufeful(efpecially for the
Clergy , who are fuppofed to fpeak Englifh
to the People) that Englifh Exercifes Were
impofed wpon Lads, ‘if not in publick
Schools, et at leaft privatcly. Nor, bur
that T am abundantly fatisfied that Latiy, O
Lati! “tis the all in all, and the very
Cream of the Jeft : Asalfo ) that Oratory
is the fame in all Languages: The fame
Rules being obferved, the fame Method, the
fame Arguments and Arts of Perfwafion :
But yet it feems fomewhat beyond the reach
of ordinary Youth , fo to apprehend thofe

genersd
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gencral Laws , asto make a juft and allow-
e ufe of them in all Languages, unlefs
exerciled purticularly in them, Now , we
Know that the Language , that the very lear-
part of this Naii onmal ultoliveby,
< it be to makea Bond , or prefcribe’ a
Purge (which poffibly may not oblige or

work fo well in any other Lan
tin) is the Englifh, And after a Lad has
taken his leave of Madam Univerfity, God
s him, he is not likely to deal after-
ward with much Laiin 5 unlefs it be to
checker a Sermon, or to fay Salvers to fome
wravelling Domivatio Vefra. Neither is ic
¢ i is the Lan-
ge with which we are (wadled and rock’d
, and therefore there needs none of this
fal and fuperadded care.  For there be
thofe that fpeak very well, plainly,and o the
purpofe , and yer we ite moft pernicious and
phantaftical &uff: Thinking, that whatfoever
is written, mufk be more than ordinary ,
be beyond the guife of common
fpecch, muft favourof Reading and Lear-
ning , though it be altogether needlefs, and
perfeatly ridiculous.
Neither ought weto fuppole it fufficient ,
that Englifh Books be frequently read ;

ecaufe

uage as La-

becanfe there be of all f

and the worlt are like

Youth more than the beft)
i

ts, good and bad
to be admired by
unlefs Exercifes
d of Lads, whercby it may be
d what their judgement is, where they
be miftaken, and what Authors they pro-
pound to themfclves for imitation. For by
this means they may be correéted and ad-
viled early , according as occafion fhall res
quire: Which, i not done, their ill ftile
will be fo confirmed, their improprietics
of fpeech will become fo natural, that it
will be a very hard matter to ftir or alter
their fafhion 5. Itisvery curious
to obferve, what delicare Letters your
young Students write after they have gota
% of Univerfity Learning ¢ In

and toffing non-

e down Englifh
their bea
1 as is ufed at home,

fay , of Education a=

mong Philofophers , an i connsed Y
nableduncery and want of Phanfie: Be-
catlfe, Tour Loving Friend, or Humble
Servan is a con mon phrafe in Countrey
Letters ; therefore the young Epififer is

Tours 1o the Awripodes , or at keait to-the
Centre
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Ce ordinary
Folkgithes and refpett you, therefore yon
are to him the Pole Star , a Jacob's Staff; a
Load-ffonz, and a Damark_Rof

And the mifery of it i , this pernicious
accuftom'd way of expreffion, does not on-
ly ofi- nm:s goalong with them to their Be-
nefice, bur accompanies them o the very
Grave: And for the moft part an ordinary
Cheefe-monger ot Plam-feller, that fearce
ever of a Univer
much beter fenfe, and moreto the purpofe,
than thefe young Philofophers, whoin judi-
cioully hunting only for great words , mak
themfelves learnedly ridiculous.

Neither can it be eafily apprehended ,
How the ufe of Exglifh Exercifes fhould any
ways hinder the improvement inthe Latin
Tongue ; but rather be much toits advan-
tage : And this may be eafily believed, con-
fidering what dainty (taff is ufially produ-
ced for @ Lat Entertainment, Chicken..
broath is not thinner than that which is com-
monly offered for a picce of moft pleading
and convincing fenfe. ~ For, Il but fuppofe
an Academick Youngfher to be put
LatinOtation : Away he goes prefe
his Magazine of colleéted Phrafes;

oulc) that would » .[k betver fie
ker at Pernaflus, than his fipping
wnexperienc'd Bibberfip.  Alas pror Child ¥
be isfurry at the very foul that heh.s vo Letter

Ipeech s “and wonders in his heart , that

will lofe fo much sime as to hear him
be has either Squibs nor Firem
nov Glovies 5 the z.n]zl Carrier loji bis beft
Bookof Phraf d the malcint Mice

and Rgts cat up all his Pearls and Gol
Sentences . Then he tickles over a little [hL'
skirts of the bufinefs : By and by, for fimi-
litude
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lirude from the Sun or Moon ; o
om the

yay-

ling Stream

not at leifure, §
ahady Grao
done , he tells yor

wonld be much too fhort f

or
£ Barnaby

v him totell you al
that ficeauld fay s and [o fesring be [
break the threadof your p

e i ery probable ,

if Lads did be all determil

&ifh what they intend to fay in L.

would of

flingnefs of fuch

of their matier, 1

their Tales, and Ph

carding to their fubj

that which

may tell you, Sir, what think
moft of that ridiculoufhefs, phantaftica
Phrafes , harfh and fometimes blafphemous
Metaphors, abandantly foppifh Similirades,
childilh empty Tranfitions , and the
like,, (o cc " ed out of Pulpits ,
and (o fata nding to the di
the Cl

harg'd, upor
have here fo much

re be

which we

1 a great meal
¢ want of th
ded §

contended for

¢ but che moft reaching

331

“The fecond Tnquiry thac may be
this: Whether or o punning,
and chac which they call joking, and fuch
other delicacies of Wi, highly admir'd
in fome Academick Exercifes, might not
be very conveniently omitted » For one
may defire but to know this one thing: In
what Profeffion fhall that fort of W
of advantage »

made, s
quibling,

it prove
? As for Law, where nothing
fubtiley , and che
clofeft arguing is. allow'd of, it is not
imagined, that blending now
picce of a dry Verfe; and wre
andcthercan old Larin Saying i
Jingle, hould give Title to an
clear out an obfeure Eyid And as litele
able can it be to Phyfick 5 whichis
made up of fevere Reafon, and well tryed
Experiments:  And as for Digigity, in this
i nomore, bue that thofe u
have been Rope-dancers in the
inies prove fack: Puddings inche
or he thatin bis youth jras allowed:
himfelf this Iiberty of Academick Wit, by
this means he has ufbally fo chinn'd bis Jud
meat, becomes (o preju
nfe, and (0 altogecher difpo

to be

that fo foon a

B




[34]
of a Text, he prefencly thinks chache has
his old School-Queftions 3
ng it out of one hand into
ing ic this way and that 5 less
2 liccle upon the line, then tamtmy
bigh jingo come again here cawching ac a
word, there lic mbling and fucking ac an
, aby, agquisoraquidy a ficora fiouns;

carch’d one of
and fo falls 2

s the Text fo fmall,that s Pa- |

il he rendevouz it again, can

fearce tell what's become of it
But, fhall we debar Youth of fuch an in-
nocent and harmlefs Recreation, of fuch a
d promoter of
t, its innocency of
d of for a time, I am fo far
fion, that from sehat has
been before hinted, I councic perfeétly con-
tagious, and as a thing that for the moft
part infeéts the whole life, and influences
upon moft altions, For e that finds him-
{elf to have the right knack of letting off a
que, and of pleafing the Humfters, he is
ot onely very hardly broughe off from ad-
g thofe goodly applaufes, and heavenly
fhouts, but itis ten to onc if_he diredts not
the whole bent Scudies to fuch idle
and contempuible Books, a5 fhall only fu.
aifh

acicy
being all
from thac per

35 ]

nih him with Materials for a Laughi, and
fo negleéts all that fhould inform his jadg
mentand reafon, and make hima Man of
Ufe and Reputationin this World.
asfor the pretence of making g
cious, and pefllently wicty : I fhall onely
defire, that the nature of tha kind of Wic
may be confidered; which will be found to
depend upon fome fuch foolerics as thefe :
As firftof all, the lucky ambiguity of fome
word or fentence. Oh! what a happinefs
itis, and how much does 2 Youngfter coune
himfelf beholding to the Stars, chat fhould
help him to fuch  caking Jeft? And where=
as chere be fo many thoufand words in che
World, and chac he fhould fuck upon the
tight one, that was fo very much to his
purpofe, and that at the explofion made fuch
a goodly report? Or elle they rake Lill's
Grammer; and if they can but find two or.
three Letters of any Name in any of the
Rules, or Example of that good Man's
Works, it is as very a piece of Wi, as
any has pafs'd in Town fince the King came
in. Oh! how the Freth-men will Skip to
hear one of chofe lines well laught at, that
they have been fooften yerk'd for » It is
true, fuch things as thefe go for Wit fo

D2 Tong




Tong as they continue in Latin; but'w
1 np'd things would they aj
r\nd if we fe arch
, we
hall find the advantages of Latin Wit to
be very {mall and (lender, when it comes
mwm\\ orld: I meannot only amongft
, and Men of meer No-
ind illicerate

rs 3 but amon
ingenious, and. judicious Mafters of Phan-
We fhall find, that a Quotation out of
i mibi, an Axiom out of Logick, a
Saying of a Philofopher, or the like, though
manas'd with fome quicknefs, and applyed
with fome feeming ingenuity, whatever they
did herec ill not in” our dayes pafs,
or beaccepied for Wit, For we muft know,
that as we are now in an Age of great Phi=
lofopheis, and Men of Reafon 3 fo of great
uefsand phanfie : And that Greek and
Latin which heretofore, though never fo
hd in,

fore,

as counted ad-

I¢, becaufc it had a tearned twang, yé¢
{uch ftaff being out of fafhion, is

ut very bad company. For the

1d is now, clpe o Dilcourle, for
oic Language, and he chat has fomewhat in
s

[ 37
mind Of Greek or Latiny is requefled
now adayes to be civil, and lun.]wu ¢ into
Englifp for the bencfic of the Compa
And he thae has made fitiefs,
to accomplifh himfelf for che applaufe of 2
S Boys, School-Mafters, and the
ieft of C

f‘\\ LAI der’d o
when he comes into the W
likely pecfon co
ny, for his pedantry a
niton of himf 1

Y
of the C

an cafic matter to a
cient and Modern,

verfie have been fufficiently approved of,
that never, I am confident, received their
improvements by employing cheir Time in
Puas and Quibbles, ~ There is the prodigi~
ous Lacian, the great Doy of Mancha, and
there is many now living, Witsof our own,
who never certainly were acall infpir'd from
a Tripus's, Terre-filius's or Pmurt:a:pr s

Speech,
L have venturd, Sir, thus far, not to
find fauile wich, but only to caquire ino an

ancient. Cuftom or two of the Univerfitics,
wherein the Clergy feem tobea little con=

cern'd, as to cheir Education chere. 1 fhall
3 now




[381

siow look wpon them as Beneficed, and con-
fider cheir Preaching : Wherein 1 prete
to give noRules, having neicher any Giftar
it, nor Auchority to do it 3 buc oiiely fhall
make fome conjectures at thofe ufelels and
vidiculous Things, commonly uttered in
s, that are generally difgufted, and

¥ ape to_bring concempt upon the
Preacher, and that Religion which he pro«
fefics.

Amongft the firft things that feem to be
ufelels, may be reckon’d che high toffing and
fwaggering Preaching 3 cither mouncingly
Eloquent, or profoundly Learned, For
there be a forc of Divines, who if they but
happen of an unlucky hard word all che
week, they think themfclves not careful of
cheir Flock, if they lay it not up till Swaday,
and beftow it am
Preachment, O, if they light upon fome
difficule and obfcure Notion, which their
curiofity inclines them to be becter acquain-
ted with, how ufelefs foever 3 nothing fo
frequent as for chem, for a month or two
months together, to tear and tumble this
Dodkrine, and the poor People once a week
fhall comeand gaze upon them by the hour,
uncilthey Preach chemfelves, s they think,
#nto a right underftanding Thofe

agft them in their next |

[391
ofe that are inclinable to make thele
ulelefs Specches to the People, they do it,
for the mof t, upon one of thefe two
confiderations : Either out of
taftick Glory, and a great ftu
being wonder'd at 5 as if getting into the
Palpic were a kind of S %
thing o be confidered,
the Sermon takes, and b
Or elle they dothis, to g
reverence from their Peopl
are to be puzled now and
into the Clouds. ,
words be fuch as the Conftabl,
Matter phain and praftical,
nmon Marker, he may pafs poffibly
t and well-meaning, Man, buc by
no means for any Scholar : Whereas, if he
fprings forth now and thenin high rapeures
towards the uppermoft Heavens,
hereand there an all-confounding W
he foars aloft in wnincelligible h
Points deep and myftical, and delivers them
asdark and phancattical s chisis che way, fay
they,of being accounted a moft able and fear-
ned Infbrué

Ochers there be, whofe parts ftand not
fo much towaxds tall Words and lofty No-
D 4 tions,
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all. cheir Sermons
plcnr\ of tnm nd Latin
. P,

ufy a lietle H
shlyoilgs e Ead
1

¢ Notions, and t
. Now, what
Suppoe there fhoul eor foin
c whole Church thac underft ands fome-
What befides Englift
he underftands ‘that b m’ Muft T our of
Courtfhip to his Worlhipand Us
and becaufe perhaps T am to dine wich
him, prate abundance of fach fuff; wt m
I muft needs know no body underfia
or thagwill be the betcer for it, buc himfelf,
and perhaps fcarcehe # This 1 fay, becaufe
certainly know feveral of chat difpofici
who, if they chance to havea Man of any
#n4ffes’s, and many more Ben's Learning or Underflanding, more than the
ately .‘\ommttd with3 whereas there xeft in the Parifh, Preach wholly at him,

the Church, nor near icbya and level moft of their Difcourfes at his fup-
, but God \1_ pofed capacity 5 and the reft of the good

Ben-Ifrael’.

mighty him(clf, whom ic is uppofed, they go handfome or
bout to inform or facsfic, As if plain words,
This learncd way of calking, thogh for | ukful and incelligible infiructions, were
moft pas it is don wacerly out of oftens. as good for an Efuire, or one that i

fation, in
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[42]
in Commiffion from the King, s fo
holds the Ploush, or mends Hed
nfiders the

ceive himfelf engaged, not o

or that accomplifh’d or well 'd D

but muft have an univerfal care and regard
all lus Parifh.  And as he muft chink

of
himfeif bound no onely to vific Doun-beds,
Curtains, bur alio Flocks and

d : So ought his care

o inftruck the Poor, the weak
le part of his Parifh, asthofe

beft Pews, He chat does o=

vife, thinks not acallof 2 Man’s Saul,

buc onely accommodates himfelf to fine
Cloaths,” an abundance of Ribbons, and
the higheft Seat in the Church : Not think-
ing, that it will be as much to his reward in
the nexe World,, by fober advice, care, and
inftruction, to have faved one that takes
Collettion, as him thar is able to relieve
balf che Town, It is very plain, that nei-
theee our Saviour, when hewasupon Earth
and taughe che World, made any fuch di-
ftinction in his Dilcourfes : What more in~
telligible £o. all Man-kind, than his Sermon
upon

[43]

upon the Mount ? Neicher did the Apofiles
think of any fuch way: I wonder whom
they take for a Pattern ? Twill fuppofe once
again, that che defign of thefe Perfons is to
gain Glory s And I will ask them ; Can
there be any greater in the World than do.
ing general Good ? To omit fature reward :
Was it not alwayes cfteemed of old, That
conedting evil pradtifes, reducing People
that lived amifs, was much better, than ma-
kinga high rant about a Shictle-cock, and
talking Tara-tantaro about a Feather ? Or if
they would be only admired, then would I
gladly have them confider, whata chin and
delicate kind of admiration is likely to be
roduced, by that which is not at allunder-
tood ? Cercainly thac Man chat has a de-
fign of building up to humfelf real Fame in
g00d carneft, by things well Taid and fpo-
ken, his way to effeétit, is not by talking
ftaringly, and cafting a Mift before the Peo-
ples Eyes, but by 6ffering fach things by
which he may be efteemed with knowledge
and underftanding,

Thus far concerning hard Words, high
Notions, and unproficable Quotations out
of learned Languages. I hallnow confider
¥ach things asare ridiculous, that ferve for

Chimncp
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Climey and Marker-calk, after the Ser:
mon'be done; and thardo caufe more im-
mediately the Preacher to be feorn’d and
dervalu 1 have no reafon, Sir, to
about to determine what flile or mechod
3 beft for the improvement and advantage
of all People : For 1 queftion no, bue

ere has been as many feveral forts of Pre

chers as Oracors, and though very diffe-
rent, yet ufeful and commendable in their
Kind..” Tully takes very defervedly with ma-
ny,Senscawith others,and Cato,no queftion,
faid chings wifely and well : So doublefs the
fame place of Scriprure may by feveral be
varioufly confidered 3 and ‘although theis «
merhod and ftile be alcogether differents
yet they may all {peak things very conveni-
ent for the People to kn
of, - Buc yet certainly what is moft undoub-
tedly uflelefs; and empty, or whatis judg’d
abfolutcly ridiculous,not by this or that curi-
ous or foueamifh Audior,but by every Man
i the Corporazion thatunderftands but plain
Englify and common fenfe, ought to be a-
voided:” For all People are naturally bora
withfuch a judgment of eruc and allowable
Rberorick, thatis, of whar is decorousand,
coiiyenient to be fpoken, that whatexer is
¥ grofly

[45]
groly otherwife, is ufually ungrateful, not
onely to the wife .and skilfull pare of the
Congregation, but fhall feem allo ridiculous
tothe very unlearned Tradelmen, and cheix
young Apprentices.  Amongft which, may
be cluefly reckoned thefe following ; harh
Mezaphors, childith Similicudes, andil
plyed Tales,

The firft main thing, 1 fay, that makes
many Sermons fo ridiculous, and the Prea-
chers of them fo muclt difparag'd and unde
valued, is an inconfiderate ufe of fr sheful
Metaphors ; - which making fuch a remar
ablesmprelfion upon the Ears, and leaving
fucha jarring cwang behind chem, arc of
times remembred to the diferedit of the
Minifter, aslong as he continues in the Pa-
Thave heard the very Children in the
ftreets, and che little Boys clofe about the
Fire, "refrefh chemfelves (trangely , bu
with the repecition of a few of fuch far=
fecch'd and odd-founding Expreffions : 7y
therefore and Cafar, the two greaccft Ma-

ers of Roman Eloquence, were very wary
and fparing of that fort of Rhetorick: We
may read many a Page jn their Works, be-

fore we meet wich any of thofe Bears ; and
i you do light upon ong or Lo, is fhall noe
make
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imake your hair ftand right up, ot put you
into a fic of Convulfion buc it fhall be fo
foft, fignificant, and familiars as if “twere
madefor the very purpofe. Bucas forthe
common forc of people thac are addied to
this way of expreffion in their Difcourfes 3
away prefencly to both the Indies, rake
Heavea and Earth, downto the bottom of
the Sea, then tumble over all Arcsand Sci-
ences, ranfack all Shops and Ware-houfes,
fpare ncither Camp nor City, but that they
will haye them.  So fond are fuch deceived
ones of thefe fame gay words, that they
countall Difcourfes empey:dul, and cloudy,
unlels befpangled with thefe Glitterings.
Nay, {oinjudiciossand impudent together,
will they fometimes be, that the Aimighty
himfelf is often in danger of being difho-
noured by thefe indifcreet and horrid Meta-
phor-Mongers : And when they chus Blal-
pheme the God of Heaven, by fach unhal-
lowed Expreffions, to make amendsj they’ll
Put you in, an ey it were, forfooth, or
A1l may [o [ay; that is, chey will make
bold to fpeak ‘what they pleafe concerning
God himfelf, rather than omit what the
judge, though never fo falfe, to be wite
And then they come in hobling with their

lame.

471

lme fabmiffion, and withtheir Revereuce
beic fpoken.  As if it were not much beccer
to leave out what they forcfee is likely to be
interpreced for Blafphemy, or ac leaft greac
extravagancy, than to utter that, for which
their own Reafon and Confcience cells them,
they are bound to kay in before-hand an cx.
cul

o which may be farcher fubjoyn’d, That
Mecaphors, chough very apt and allowable,
are intelligible but to fome forcs of Men,
of this or that kind of Life, of this or tha
Profeffion : For Example : Perhaps one
phorical knack of Preach-
ing comes of the Sca: And then we fhall
hear of nothing but far-board and far-baard,
of flems, flerns, and fore-caffles, and fuch
like Salt-warer Language: So that one had
scto Smyrna or Alepps,

tend to all the Saylers
1 s ehielealt e i
my Teacher. Now, although fuch a Sermon
may pofibly do fome good in a Coaff-Tomny
yetupward into the Councrey in an Inland~
Parith, icwill do no more than Syriack or
Arabick, Another he fallsa fighting with
his Texc, and makes a Picch'd Bateel of it,
dividing it into the right-wing and i wing,
then
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then he rears ity flanks i, intrenches it;
(forms ic 5 then e muftersall a sainl, o fee
e o was JOIE: "or o d the Sk
mith 3 and fo falling on again with frefh va=
lour, he fights back a1 forward,
Charges through and ¢l , Rous, Kills,
Takes, and then, Gentlemen, & you weres
Now to fuuch of his Parifh, as have been in
the late Wars, this is not very formidable ;
for they do but fuppofe themfclves at Nafeby

¢ much fcar'd
ac his Dodtrine: Bucas for others, who have
not had fuch fighting opportunitics, it is
very Tamentable 10 confder, how Mivering

rhcs 1“ without underftan 'n;, till che Bac-
ver. Li a ¢ be cafily

ourfes 3 the Me-

mn[”‘; afing w mr, de mAu g up-

pecul
Profefons, makes th ule e
gible oncly o fuch who have bsn ey we ol
bufied in fich likc B

Another  this
difsefpect and milchicf upon
and tha differs not much :
immediately before, is their packing cheit

8 Gmilitades s, which, all

Vorld know, cavry wich ch

fmall

[497
‘gument, unlefs there be ar
* Argument wi :h_n, which is compa
d; of which there is very fld 1m,m, {uf-
fiient care aken, Bef M«, thofe thar are
addicted o this flender way of difcourfe,
for the moft parc,do fo weal
their judgmenc,by contenting che
underftand by colours,feature
that chey perfeltly omicall the mw prof
table fearching inco the na
things themiclves,

ceffarily comes to

d cléar out to the C
gregation, muft needs be (6 faincly done.and
with fuch licele force of Argument, char the
convictionor perfivafion will faft o longer

Parifhioners minds, than the warmeh
of thofe Similitudes fhall glow in thair
Ph So tha he mhm.c»u 3

ed in fome part of his Ducy, or ¢

he performance of the fame,

any judicious dependance of thi s,and

'Xnu\ﬂ, bue by fuch fainc and toyith
erdence 5 his underftanding upon all oc-
ons will be as apt to be milled as ever,
aud his affections as troublefomte and un g0~
vernable,

Buc chey are ot fo winfeviceable, as ult=

B Al

Ty
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ally dheyse idiclouss for Paople of che

< moft commonly over-born | in

is- Cafe.  In St. Marthew |\c

leries 3 which, togesher with | Difcples cha thay arc he Suls o 1

¢ difficuley of their being pmdu'ty
gt und
shemelt prcto
L5 F we couhder the
/\u \un out of \\ln:n th

choi

crivhgh Lissphises eas ko vhen
rable Picce, called The fecond Part of Wits
Cemmon-wealih (I pray mind i,

d Past, notthe firft) 5 Ard there is
befides, a Book wholly confifting of Simis
titudes, applied and ready firted to moft

for the help of Your

will not mak:
hic handfomly. ery well knows,

that fuch lefs'd

ence, think that they are ve
i SR are,yd 1o theit-way, by, the
e i felf.  For, fay they, did it
our Bleffed Savionr himfelf ufe’many Me:
and many Parables?” And did riot)
pls, follow leit

, do the like ? ~ And is not this, ne

y nough, but near upon a com
maid to us fo for to do 2 If you plea
the

that they are the Light of the i
lheym:.«&uy[r' on a Hill, Fur
he cells his Apoftles, that e fends (i
in the midft o 1
fore, fo as Ser
‘um/:fx.u Divyss Now, aif oo

s plain and familiar, even
ren che

toMen of the lo\\ eft
aneft Capacities 2
1 il o here infitk upon thofe fpecial
and admirable Reafo
viour made \m of fo many P:
thus much is necdfial o be fid, namely,
That chey are very mac miftaken , that
from hence think chemfelyes ollaced
turn all the Wo nlnmmnn lous and ab
yable Siamilizude
he fpole a Parable,
furcher chan che Fields , the §
} Garden, a Vineyard of the m, Wheh
arechings, wichout the knowled, cof,
farce any Man can be fuppofed to i
this World, Bue as for onr Mera rical
Similitudc--Men of the Pulpic, chefe
5 2 things

s for which our $2-

ables ; Ouly




f’i')’]*’ B “’!

e Circles of llu(mlvc, n-1d all

things to the

¢

Mabile, i

ment : : Boy 1 hid Teea) o very nes

fures of che Earth : Difpact vith forl Bt wnta yon that fear my Namey fball the

Pers and Jamaicas a Tc 2 Conuel S#m of Righteonfnefs arife with bealing in

ey-bred Similicude | bis Wings :From which words, in thefirft
place, it nly appears, that c

reprried of & Tree, growing wpom ¢} P
z"gm uphrates, The grear River Euphra| Pl t
. th an Appley toth] Zodiack,

m\lu Signs of

ily il proved by
cripiare.
Aries; or elle
ill 2’ The Mot air ukw,uw Rams, mz
And again

citfl

unto_the King of 1fiad
thoufand Lambs : and what fol-
an bundyed thosfand Rams, with i
. CMind ity it was the King of 3
In like manner wa yl\'Tm‘u, 1
. ot & il 2212, Mary Buls heve compalled me
v gaperh, I feais Strong Els of Bafban bave befer me
1t fight) to bring into ~ ]

)
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, Hobbes |, 40696060



[s4]

They were not ordinary Bulls : They were
compsffing Bulls, they were beferring Bully
they were ffrong Bafhan Bulls. © Wiat need
1 of Gemuni 2 Surely you cannor but
cr Facob and Efan; Gen, 25 240

And when ber days to be delivered werefal|
filled, bebold there were Towins in ber wimh,
Orof Cancer? when as che Pfalmifls S
fo plainly + what ailed thee, O thow Seay
that thou fleddeft 7 thow Jordan, rhat thest
waft drivén back 7 Nothiig more plain, I
were as eafie to fhew the like in all che refl
of the Signs : But inflead of thar, 1 fhall
rather chafe to make chis one practical Ob:
fervation : the Mercy of God to Man..
kind in fend his Son into the World,!
wasa very fignal Metcy : it was a Zodjacal
ercy.  Tlay i wastruly Zodiacel : For
Chrift keeps within the Tropicks : He goes
not out of the Pale of the Church, But}
yet he is not alwayes at the fame d fance
fr ometimes he withdraws!
the Apogewm of donbe, forrov,
anddefbair 5 but then be comes apain inih
the Perigaum of foy, content, and offurance
But s for Heathens and Unlelizvers, they are
all Artick and Antartick Reprobates.  Now
when fuch fuff as thi;

s, as fometimes 'tis,

i Dar
is.vented in a_poor Par
hatd

s
what, and | :
o ring the Bells, and call the P
purpole together, would be buta blus
finefs 3 but to do it nea and when no
. that's the zarity and
fe chen, that he takes for
b T chat of Sk, Masbews Reper 1
for the Kingdom of God s at bard. Now
tell me, Si

the fixft reading
come in thus: The blotts and blurrs of our

Sins msf be taken ont by the Aqua-fortis of
r Tears + to which Aqua-fortis if you put
b e and fetthem
it makes Aqua-Regia,

in e beat, it makes Aqua-Reg
wbich Shitues Gold._And now "tis oue.

ife on
afifib part of Sal

Wonderful

done by the be
udes ! And T

’(““‘iic}l.m onfierston, ot ofthe

very faric words, he could bave taught the
ery i

People
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People how to make Cuftards, Marmal,
or jo flew Pruncs.  Bue pray, why t

A wa-fortis of Tears? For, if it fo falls |

, that there fhould chance tobe neither
d;«rh:unwv' Drugguft at Church, there's
n excellent Jeft wholly loft.  Now had he
, as to have laid his Wit
mon and intelligible Ma

ple, had he faid that

, will be eafily taken out 4y the |

7F s and the Eullers-Earth of
l, the Parfon and the

underfand ue
P nd Vinesar, who knows ot
he all-powerf

I cannot but confider w
wderflunding che P

when the Minifter made for them chis Me..
taphyfical Confeffion : Ommipotent oAl ;
Tkon artonly: Becanfe thou are All, ard
kecanfe thow only art = As for ws, we arenor,
e [eemto bes and onely feemsto be, be-
3 for we be bur Mites of
f fomething5 and fo
ompany of Couritry Peaple

[s7]
wete bound to underftand Suarez, and all
the Schaol-Divires.
!\ud as fome are very high and lear
heir atcempts 5 fo others there be who a
of fon to0 mean
tions : Such was he, who goe:
of f/m/m Slip-flocking : Wh
about the Grace and Affiftanc
of our felves we are ab
ng 3 advifed his Beloved to take ]\m‘
in this plain Smilicude, e F
bis Child t0 ;um, Jaying, Child, pu
king: The Child mighiily
ild pull off Eather's Stacking, takes
bold of the Stocking, and 1
and foeats, b 0 50

Thes 1ie Easbyr bids the Child 6 rela i

tle, and try again; [o then the Child fets on

again» tuggs again, ard

fweies again

Child is bue Child :

taking iy upon bis Childes b pus bis ;wa

bebind, and [Lips down the Stacking , and. of

comes e Stoking - Then b do The Child
d off Faber's
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tha got of the Stacking,but ye it was the Fias
thers hand behind that [lipt down the Stack=
.—— Not much unlike to this

it a Shop keepers
rift is a Treafury of all
Wares and Commodities : And. thereupon,
opeting his wide throaz, cryes aloud, Goed
Pespleywhar do you Lack? what do you buy 2
will you by any Balm of Gilead, any Eye~
falvey any Myrrbe, Alocs, or Caffin? frall
1§ yow with 4 Robe of Righteoufnefs, or
with a white Garment 3 See here ! what te
it you want? Here's a wery choice Ara
fhab Lfbew you an Helmer of Sal-
vation, a Shield or a Breafl-plate of Faith?
Orwill you pleafe to walk_iny and [ce fome
wes 2 a Jaspr, aSaphire, or a
it 2 Speaky what do you by ? Now
formy parc, T muft needs fay, and Tmuch
phanfic F fpeak the mind of thoufands,that
3¢ had been much bereer for fach an impru-
den: and ridiculous Bawler as this, to have
emn'd to have cryed Oyfters or
than to difcredice, after this w
rate, his Profeffion, and our Reli-

been cond

¢would be an endlefs chingSir, o count

[s91

up to yowall the Follics, for an' hundred
ye : ave been Preachcd and
Printed of this kind. But yer I cannot
omit that of the famons Divine, in his time,
who advifing the People in days of danger
0 run unco the Lord, tells them, char they
cannit go'to the Lord, much lefs run with=
oat fect's There be therefore two feet torun
tothe Lord, Faith and Prayer: "Tis plain
that Faith % a foot, for by Faithwe ftand,
2. Cor. 1.24. therefore by Faith we muft vun
tothe Lordwho % faithful. The fecond is
Prayer, a [piritual Leg to bear s thither :
Now, thas Prayer is a fpiritual Leg, appears
from [everal Places of Scripture as from
that of Jonah, freaking of coming, ch.z.
7. And my Prayer came unco chine ho-

s Temple: _And likewife froms that of the
Apfile, who [ayes, Heb. 4. 36. Let us
therefore go unto the Throne of Grace
Both insimating, that Prayer i the [piritu-
al Leg, there being no coming or going to
the Lord without the Leg of Prayer, “He
furcher adds: Now, that thefe fees may be
able to bear ws thither, we muff put on the
Hofe of Faith 3 for the Apofle fayes onr feet
st be (bod wich the preparation of the Go-
[pel of Peace. The wruth of it is, che Au-
thor

|
.
]
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it is an Hofe 3
Foicss R

im any thing,

which we muft afeend to Heaven';
Gaodnefs 15 the Milkey-mayto Jup
cft here, but muft cellus
p,’zmgmm . in our journey
ot take morning am\, o
marning Medications; t
fome people fhould mifta
s, by o

1;;;/, mmg, L write unto you, that you_fin
not.. The Obfervation is, That it is the
purpofe of ¢l ¢ to drive

Sin,  Thefe Seriptares contain Dolbrins, Pre-
cepts, Promifer, Threatnings, and Flfories -
Now, fi ke thefe frve [month flones,
and g theo o cbs foip of b Hearty
wndthrow them with the Sling of Faith, by
the Hard of a firong Refulucion, againft the
forehead of Singand we fball ee

fallbefore s,

for]
Bat 1 fhall nor troubl

upon this fubject 5

oo ;u'l-u ous Auchor of
the Friendly Debates; who

T fhall only
asgo about to fetch
1.m into their and lean difeoutfes,
belp of cherr brisk and fparkli
s, oughewell coconfider, <
ir Similicudes betrue, T amco

e o M R e

Warld, which cannot. fil the
mwm,» Heart of Man:
ows, that tl

o ChildsTop . But $
bard word, and pehapsa jeft, ch
it

Tt

————
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Tn like manner chey are to confidery what
things cicher in Heavens, or belonging to
the Farch, have been found out by expes
Tience to concradiét what has been formerly
allow'd of. Thus, becaufe fome ancient
Afiranomers had. obferv’d, that boch the
Difancs, 35 well a the Revoluios o Fthe

P
Podarirbeat

Fupicer and Sarr

Hars fupply*d the room of Tenors : And

the Primum Mabile ranning Divifi

autt give youa couch of the Har-

mony. of the Spheres.  Thus, S
have'm:take that of St, Paul, about Faith,
Hope and Charity: And inflead of a fober
infira ing the Peopls i chofe eminent and
s, they fhall oncly ring you
r a few changes upon the thice words =
crying , Faith, Hope and Charity; Hops,
and Charity 3 and foon: And whea
y have done their Peal, they fhall tell
you, that this is much betser than the Har-

wmony of the Spheres.

At

f
fectipg forth wich Revelation fi
Revelation s & Lady '+ Reafon an Han
maid.  Revelation's the Efguire : R
the Page, Revelation's the Sun:
but the Moor.  Revelation is Mann
s bt an Acorn. ~ Revelation a Wedge of
Gold : Reafun a fmall piece of Sitver. Then
by and by Reafon gets ic and leads it away.
Reafon indeed is wery good 5 but Revelation
4t mwch better.  Reafon ss a Counfellor 5 Lue
Reelaiion i the Lm giver. }' ,w ia
[

: \1} Shole Pooplsate skl wich « very
great degree of ¢ i who,livingunder the
tning Preaching, (hould

N

difference bezween the Old Covena
New, lately deccemined. Tbe Old Covenan
was of Warks's the New Covenant of Faich.
The Old Covenanz was by Mofcss the New by
Chiift, The Old was beretofure 3 the New
afierwards. The Old wa firsts the New was
Jecond. Old things are paffed away 3 bebuld

al

1
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¢become mew. And[o the bufinefs
ndamentally don
1o more upon this fubi
which relatesto what was

al things ar
s very f

Similitudes, calculated a
Philofophy, and Pralomy’s Sy
w 11t burn his Common-pl

now adayes much miore gen
table, to take a Similitude from t

the Moon,than from fo/id Orbs :

few People do ablolucly believe, thac th
is any fuch E. fa

ave now d
ay of fp ;
Similitade.  There be many other chings
fpoken out ofche Palpit, that are
o the difadyantage, and difcredic of
Slergy,thar ougheallo to. be briefly hin=
And chac T may che beceer light upon
cm, 1 fhall obferve their common method
hing.
a Prefaceis
chance, if,
or mak

[65]
Text to be Tike fomething or other. F:
ple: One he tells you, And now (
thinks) my Test, Like an ingenions Pi
looks upon all here prefet ; in which
Vobles and People may bebold cheir
danger repr-fened. 2
of Hafea: Now, had ic b
ther.p = G
fufficiently refolv’d, to make
genious Picture. ~ Another taking (perhaps
the very fame words,, fayes, 2 might coms
pare my Tex: to the Mowntains of
where the Lord difports bimfelf as a yo
Harty or a pleafant Roc among the Spices.
Another Man's Text is Jike the Rodof Mo-
Jesy 10 divide the Waves of Sorowy of, liky
Elijaby fo. reflrau the [wel.
Anot © his
As Solomon went up fix: fleps
focome 1o the grear Throne of Iumy ; [o
muft L afeend fiv degrves o come 10 che bigh
top-meaning of my Text, Anocher th
AsDeborah arofe, and went with Barack re
Kadefp 5 [o, if you will go along with bim,
and call in at che third Verfe of the Chaprer,
be will fhew you the meaning of bis Texr,
Anor he fancies his Text o be extra-
ily like to an Orchard of Pomegran
F nhiess

bes | 40696060
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mates's of like Sc. Maithew, fiting at the
% of Cafloms;on ivke 1he Doze that Noalt
owt of bis Ark. 1 believe thereateabove
of Scripture that have been |
and Leah: And thercis onein Ge
s T well remember, that is like a pair
mpsffes firadling: And, if T be not
miftaken, there is one famewherc clfey
« Man going to Feriche.
thus ‘made the way to
and plainas any things

the ;
a Preface, perhaps from eAdam's

with

is bufines licat the other end of the

T the next place, he comes to divide

Text,

——— Hic Labor, boc Opus
Per varios cafis, er.tot diferimsin rerwm,
Silvestrum tenss ——

Now come off the Gloves, and the Hands
being well chafed, he fhrinks up his fhoul-
das, and ftreccheth forth himfelf as if he
wire zong to cleave a Bullocks head, or
rive the Body of an Oak. Bur we muft
cb'erve, that there is a great difference of
Tests: For all Texts comenot afunder a-
likes For fometimes the words satwrally fal
afunde

afunder

ometimes chey dy, n fe;
fometime ety

they mele 3 fo
: y mele 5 mes chey
owix 1‘.ddlxm be fome words fo w
o be parted , that ¢
parted , that they divide th
(ot ivide themfely
0 the great eafe and rejoycing of the M
fler. Buc if ch il
g and hew
as if he would make all fly into fhives
The auch of i is, T have known, now o
' , now anc
then, fome kitotty Texcs, chat have been di-
vided feven or cigh

t0 theit mind.

, B dhen

the parts ingle, or begi

ey and cliecally F55 Lo oy

it tickled the Divider, whea he bad got his

Text into thofe two cxcellent’ Brosiher,

Acoufatio vera: Comminatio fever

charge fullof verity - A difeharge fui of

iy, And Ll warrne you f

Pleafe 2 little, wix. There is in che w,

duplex miraculum; Mj:i:/;m‘;; Fions :’:vdjl’

Miraculominnodo, B che luckyeh tha

T bave mes witkal, both for wic and

the lester, is upon chofe words of St

12435 44, 452 When. the unclean fisis s

0% o8 of & Man, be walketh through dry
Fa Places,

ry, Hobbes |, 40696060



g none. Then

g veft, and
pegg v g Ii which words

he r ith, Iwillre

meafire 5 trouble and tryall,

affaf-

¢ ever was; which was

words of St. Luke

+ for me', weep for yoar
e vead it, bur

weep for gour [elves. That is to fay

North and by Eaff, North Norch

North Eaft and by

North Exjt and by 4

Euft and by North, Eaff —

very eafie to determine, which has ¢

the World muﬂ, he [f’:r fi uul

ch

will go generally u

B i e b Rass e m u

ted Auc, and abfolute Indufkry

other,the common report is,
found out by meer foolith forcu
ecit go how it will, queftionlfs, they

be bvh famous in the X
tioned to Dofte
her ought b

y_perceived, an

People, That his Tet was a Spiricual Dial -

For, fayes he, bere be in my Te.

wards, which do plainly reprefont 1he t

hours, Twelve words : And one told

and [aidy thy Son Jofeph cometh us

And bere s befides, Behold, which is the
F3 Huid
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Hand of the Dyal, that turns and points a
everyword iu the Texr.  Andone told |acob,
and faid, Behold, thy fon Jofeph cometh unto
thee. For it is not [aid, Behold Facob, or
Behold Jofeph: Bur it is, And onetold Ja-
cob, and faid; Behold, thy Sew Jofeph
cometh untothee. That i5 to fay: Behold
eAnd. Behold told.
Faceb Id and. Behold faid.
( And alfo: ) Behold behold, &c. Which
35 the reafon that this werd Behold is plased
s the middle of the other 1welve words, in=
differemtly pointing at each word.

Now, a it needs mouft Le One of the
Clack, before it can be Two or Threes [o [

Jrall Bandle this ward Avd, the firftword in

the T efore I meddle with the follow-
ing. And onetold Jacob: This werd And
1but & Particie, and a [mellone : But [mall
bings art nt to be defpifed: St.Mat, 18,
" Take heed that you defpife not one of

chele litcle ones,  For this And % & the
Tackes and Loops amonglh the Curtains of
the Tabernacle,  The Tackes put into the
Losps did couple the Cartains of the Tent,
nd few ke Tent together = o this Particle
And being pur into the Loops of the words
immediately befare the Texs , does comple
the

} wil kold mare thaB_few Sacks, and listle
F 4

L]
the Text to the foregoing Verfe, and fowes
thess clofe ogesher.

. thall st touble you, §
et being muchafcer this
to 2 much purpofe, But w
pleate, Sir, to. the cunning Olfervations.
Datlrines 5 and Inferenaes  that are co
monly made and raisd from places of Scri-
prure.
¥ One he eakes cha for his Test, Pful.63-
3. Bue irt the Rightews bo glad, Erom
whence he raifech this Doring, That there
is a Spirit of Singularivy in the Saints of
God, Bar L the Righteows, A Dot
Yl wareant him, of hisown raifing it b
ing 11o¢ very cafie for any body o’ preveu
him,

Another, he takes tha of Jfa
15, Fear not, thow Worm Jacob,&c.

[oalt threfly the Mountains: Whence
he oblerves, That the Worm Facob was a
threfhing Worm,

‘Another, that of Gen.gd. 1. And be com
manded the Steward of bie Honfe , [aying,
Fll the Mans facks with food as much 4 they
can garry, . And makes his Note from the
wordss That greas Sacks, axd masy Sacks,

onts.




bow they came pre=

5, fothey were fens

The greater and the more

facks ihey bad prepared, the more Corn they

carry away s if they prepaved but fomall facks,

and & few, they bad carried away the lefs:
d indeed excraordinarily true,

her he falls upon. chat of /fa, 58, 5.

ba Faff that 1 have chofen ? A day

fora Man o affiét his foul ? Ls i to bow dewn |

bis head like a Bulrufh ? The obfervation is,
That Repentance for an bour, or a day, is not
worth A Bulyufh. And there, 1 thinkhe hic
the bufincfs.

But of thele, Sir, T can fhew you 2
whole Book full, ina Treatife called Flames
and Difcoveries: Confifting of very nota=
ble and extranrdinary things, which the in-
quificive Author had privately obferved,
and difcovered, uponreading the Evange-
lifts Asfor example : Upon reading that
of St Jobn ¢.2, v,x5. And when he bad |
made a [courge  of [mall Cords, be drove |
them allowt of tke Temple : This prying |
Divine makesthefe Difcoveriess 1 difeover,
fayes e, in the firfl place, that in the Church
or Temple, a fcowrge may be made. And
when he bad made a [conrge. Secondly, }

fFoel
that it may be made ufe on: He drove
them allows of the Temple.  And it was a
great chance, that hehad not difcovered a
thurd ching, and that is, chat the fconrge was
made before it wasmade ufe of. UponMat.4.
25, And there followed bim grea: Maulsitnées
of People from Galilee s 1 difeover, fayes he,
when Jclus prevails with ws, we [hall foon
leave owr Galilecs, 1 difcover alfo, fayes he,
& great Miracle, viz. that the way afier
Jelus being SEraight, that [ach amulricnde
Jhould follow bims " Matth. 5. %, And fecing
the Multitude, be wens upinto a Mountain :
Upon chis he difcovers feveral very =
ble things : Firft, he difcovers, thar Chrift
went froms the Multisnde. Sccondly, T hat i
s [afe taking warning at onr eges; for fecing

the Multitude be went up. Thirdly, It 1

ity to feck thofe things that are above.
He difcovers alfo very flrange thingsfrom

the laccer part of the fore-mentioned Vrfe : -

And when be was fet, bis Difciples came
wito bim, 3. Chiift s not alwayes 15 mo-
sions And when be was fet, 2. He wa
not on the Monntainy but fies: And when be
was fer. From whence allo, i thethird
place,

B SR Sl

X

e

=

e
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place, headvifes People, That when they are
Teaching, they [bould not move too much,
for that'ts tobe carried 1o and fro with every
wind of Dotbrine : Now cercainly neyer was
this place of Scripwre more {cafonably
brought in.  Now, Sit, ifyou be for a very
fhore and witey Difcovery, let it be upon
that of Sc. Mat. 6,27, Which of you byta-
king thought, can add one Cubit unto bis fla-
ture ¢ The Difcovery is this: That whilft
the Difciples were taking thought for a Cai-
bity Chritt takes thens down a Cubit lower.
Notablealfo arc two Difcoveries made upon
St. Mat, 8. x. 1hen be came down from the
Mourtain, grear Malsitudes followed bim.
3. Thar Chrift came down as well & went
4p5 When e came down from the Mountain.
2. That the Multitnde did not go bail fel-
low well met with bim, nor before bim : For,
grear Mulvitwdes followed bim. 1 love wich
all my heare, when People can prove what
they fay = For there be many thac will talk
of their Di fpiritual Obfe
tions 5 and when all comes to all, the
nothing bue pittifl gheffes,and flend:
jetures. In like manner that was no con=
temptible Difcovery that was made upon
St Mats 8. x9. And 4 certain Scribe came
and

Rt

end fuid, Mafler, I will follow thee wheres
[oever thow ‘?u/t A thou fhall be followed
more than a that : 1 will follow thee where-
foever thow gogl. And, in my opinion,
dhat was not altogether amifs upon St.Ma.
stu2. Now when John had beard in the
Prifon the Works of Chrilt, ke fent two of
bis Difeiples.  The Difcovery s this, That
it is ot good fending fisgle 1o Chrifk : He fent

of ‘bis Difeiples. Some allo pofibly
may not diflike chac upon St, Luk,
Let yowr Loyns be girded. 1difcover,
there mafl be aholy girding and tru
for Heaven. Buc 1 fhall endall v
very politick one, that he makes upon §
Mat. 12. 47. Thenone [aid woto bims, Be-
bold thy Mother and thy Brethren fland
withont, defiring to [peak with thee. Bat be
anfwered and (aidy Who is my Mother? and
who ave my Brethren? F difcover now, fayes
b, rhar Jofus 4 #pon bufirefs. Doubtlefs,
this was one of the greateft Difcoverers of
hidden myfteries , and one of the mo
Pryers inco Spiritual Secrets, that ever the
World was owner of. Ic was very well
that he bz

ner of.
w'd upon a Godly Calling,
and no fecular Employment 3 or elfe in good
tsh, downhad shey all gone Tirke, Py

au
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aud Emperonr m he would have difcovered
them, one other, every Man.,
hefe wondesful Dif-
g5 who chufing o Preach
ity, hall purp dy
65, as. might g;
them very juft occafion to difcourfe upon
cheir in ubjedt, and fhall picch upon
ber ¢ S
ture in the World buc chem
ever imagine tha which they o
thereindefigned, My meaning Sir, is chis :
Suppofe you have a mind to makea Sermon
concerning Epifespacy, (asin thelace Times
chere was feveral occafions for it) you mufk
by no means any place of Scripture
that proves or favours chat kind of Ecclefia=
flical Government en the Plot will be
difcovered, and che People will fay to them-
felves,we know where to find you,you intend
Inl‘rm(]\moutfp:/mpn/ But you mml
take that of the Aétsc, 16.
What mnft 1 do'tobe faved 2 An nbfn]\l(c
place for. Epifcopacy, thac all former Di=
idlely overlook’d : For, Sirs, be-
ing in the Greek Koty whichis to fay in
true and Qteick czanflation, Lords, what more.
plain than_that of old, L‘

|
|
|

cover:

[771

onely the acknowledg'd Goverrmient, but thar
Bifkps were formerly Peers of the Realm,
and foonght 1o fi inthe Houfe of the Lords.
O, fuppol ou have a mind to com-

mend to your People Kingly Governmen
you muft not takeany plac is plainly
B buc thar of the Evangelft,

s:;\ be Kingdom of God. Fro
which wwords the Dostrine will plainy be 3
Thar G fonarchy or Kiugly-Government 3
moft according to the Mind of God. For
f ek the Parliament of God,
, or the Committee of
Safery of md, buc it is, S k d
o could esp
atter this, the King came
and the Bifbops were reft ‘Again Sir,
becaufe 1 would willingly be underftood,
Elettion

B %

that

In the malritn

thy comforts delight my S

which nacurally flows fror

L, That amongst the mls

there is  greas thoughe of Eliitio
probation.

=

=
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probation. - And then away with the Polat
according as the Preacher is inclined, O,
fuppofe lattly, chac you were not fully fa-
tisfied chac Pluralities were lawful or conve-
nient: May I be fo bold, Sir, I praywhat
Text would you chufe to preach upon a-
gainlt Non-refidence 2 Certainly noching -
ver was beceer pick’d than that of St, Matth,
%.2, Abrebam begar Ifanc. A clear place
againft Non-refiderce : For had Abrabam
ed, but difcontinued from Sarah his
\vhc, he could not have begotcen /fase.

Buc it is high time, Sir w0 make an end
of chir Preaching , left you be as much 6i-
sed with the repesition of it, as th Deo-
ple were litcle benefi a they heard
. I all onely mind you, Si, of one
thing more , and is , the ridiculous,

fenflefs, and tn-incended wle, which many of |

them make of Concordances. 1 fhall giv
you bat one Inftance of i, alchongh T could

furnifh you with an h\m(l'ml nr.u(ul ones,

eumaifion availeth any thi
Creature. Now all che Wo
meaning of ¢

o Rt be will, Few or G:m[:, if

79
heamends his life, and walks :\zmv’mq to
the Gofpel, he fhall be accepred. wich Go
Bu chis is not the way chat g
& m\xﬂ bring into the Sermon, to no
P I, avafth
pru (\\ hich che Concordance will fu
them with) where the word New is me
tioned : And the Obfervation muft be, That
God is for new things ; God is for anew Crean
ture. St Jobn x9. 43, Now in the place
where be was Crucified, there wasa Garden
and inthe Garden anew Sepslchre, wherein
sas never Man yet laid 5 there laid they Je-
fus: Andagain: St, (M.vk x6. 17. Chriff
tellshis Difciples, That they th
Beliey vils 2
with vew Tongues : And i A el
phet teaches s, If4, 42. 10, Sing unto the
Lord a new Song, nd his Praife nito the
end of the Earch. Whenceicis plain, that
Chrift is not for old things 3 be is not for an
old Sepulchre3 heis not for old tongses 5 he
is ot for an old Sangs he is not for che old
Creature ; Chrift is tor the mew Creature :
Circumcifion and Uncircumcifion availeth no-
thing, Lt the new Creatwre, Andw ,\rdu
weread concerning Sampfon, Fudg. 15.
Isicnot, that he flew a rhou[nnu of the Pln-
liftines

bes | 40696060
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Uffines wids one new Faw-bone 2 An old one
might have MIL d its tes

[ 80] [ 8]

h there be manya cofitempti
bundreds; uft new Faw. hone |Gt . 1
Hhiacs shloso il choufands: Gl s e
new Creature.
J;urx|n) not fome fay, Ts God altog
& hings ? How comes it abov
Prophet (ays, fu1.13,14. Biingno
more vain Oblations, Gc. your Ngw-Mooms
and_your appointed Feafls my Soul haterh ?
And again, us that , Dewte 32,
They: fucrificed wnto Devils, andto
Gods, whom they knew wot ; to New-
Gods, that came newly up : And when the
Lord fuw i, be abburred them?  Towhich
Lanfiver; thar God i is not for New-
Moo, nor f odds 3 but, mcpum
Moons and. Godds, he is for new thi
Godis for che N - 5
Tc s poffible, Sir, thar fome-body, bea
fides your fci‘, may be {0 vain as o reade
ehis Letcer thaps tell you,
r¢ be no fuch flly and uielels people
as I havedelcribed 5 and if therebe, there
benotabove two or three ina County 3 or
thould chere be more, it is 1o fich ol and Prodence
plaining matter, fecing that the fame happens yers and Ph,
1 other Profelfions, in Law and Phyfick - cve it to beoth
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and fucces, of the onc, chan of the o
ther,
Tcem

that was

now, Sir, to the fecond Pare,|
gued, viz, the Poverty of fome
of the Clergy : By whofe mean cond;
their facred Profeffion is much difp
and their Doctrine undervalucd.
What large provifions of old, God was
plealed to make for the Priefthood, and up-
on what reafons, is eafily feen to any one
that looks but into the Bible. The Levites,
it is true, were left out in the Divifion of
theInhericance ; not o their Iofs, buc to
their great temporal advantage: For wheres
a5, liad they been common fharers with the
relt, a twelfth part onely would have been
their jult allowance, God was pleafed to
fextle upon theem a tenth 3 and chat wichout
or_charge of Tillage: Wh
made cheir portion much more confiderable
than che reft.

And as this provifion was very bountifisl
{o the scalons, no queftion, werevery di
vine and fabflancial : Which feem chiefly o)
be thefe two.

Eirft, thac the Prigfhood migh be alto-
gether at leafure for the Seryice of God
and thac they of that Holy Order mi

|

no

L]

not be diftralted wich the cares of the
World, and interrupeed by every Neigh-
bour's Horfe or Cow, that breaks their hed-
gcs, or fhackles their Corn :  But, that li=
ving a kind of fpiricual life 5 and being re=
moved a lieele from all worldly affairs, chey
might alwayes be fic to receive holy Infpi-
rations, and alwayes ready to fearch out
the mind of God, and to advife and diret
the People chercin, Not,as if this divine ex-
amption of them from the common troubles
and cares of chis life, was intended as an
Lazinefs

opporcunity of Luxury and Lz
certainly there is a labour befides dig
And chiere is a true carefulnels wichout fol-
lowing the Plough, and looking after cheir,
Cattel, And fuch was the Employment of
thofe holy Men of old : their care and bufi-
nes was to pleafe God, and to charge them-
felves with the welfare of all his People =
Which thing he that does with a good ands
facisfied Confeience, 111 affure you, he has
a task-upon him, much beyond chem that
have for their care, their bundreds of Oxen,
and five hundreds of Sheep,

Another reafon thac this large alc
was made to the Prigfhs; was, tha they
night be enabled to relieve the Poor, w0

Ga

nce

emercain
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fhall we have an
c i

er i pinclid, as to
ences of chis Life, the
chief of his care and time muftbe
in the going to Church
of Scripturcs will be mof Lis} U‘“““ g s into his Scu
Parifh, what Tnftrutions s g ghels, what
and what Authors beft ro be confufted : Bl e
$BE ERk oF It “"‘v / mainf  ehe laft Kilderkin of Drir
bt b . ted and that he ha
week: §
el Groteinthe ho
Whencewill come the
or the nexe cheerful
How far © Lammas, ox u,r/ui»%x,e w
hall
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[86 T
be ferioully intent half an hour o contrive
hing that might be of real advant
t0 his People ? Befidessperhaps that week &
es & moft un-
doiny re was a feurvy con
dition’d Mole that his Pafture
and plough'd up the beft pare of his Glebe *
li th
pightful ill-fayourd €
down the litle rer
Kice, and ca
hopefullett of all
all chis came the and Starlings
(idleBirds thacthey are!) and they feat-
tered & carried away from his thin chatcld
houfe forcy or fifty of the beft flraws: And
tomake him complearly unhappy, after all
thefe afflictions, another day, that he had a 5
pair of Brecches on, coming over a perverfe
ftile , he fuflered very much in carelelly
Lifting over his Leg, ~ Now, what Parifh
can befo inconfiderate and unreafonable, as
t0 look for any thing from one’, whole
phanfic is thus check’d, and whofe unc
flanding is thus ruffi’d & difordered. They
and_confolation
°d with the Gout and |
Stone,

fromhim that

[ %]
Stone, as from a Divine thus broken and
fhatrer’d in his Fortunes.

Buc we'll grant, that he mes
any of thefe fuch frightful difatters, buc
tha he goes into his Study with aMind as
calm as the Evening ¢ For all that, vpon
Sunday, wemufk be content even wich what

od fhall pleafe to fend vs. For as for
Baoks, heis (for want of Money ) fo mode-
racely furnifh’d, that except it bea fmall
Geneva-Bible, o fmall, as ic will not be

d to lic open of it felf, together witha

1 Concordance therennto belongi
as alfoa Book for all kind of Latin
tences, calld Polpantbess with
pofition upon the Catechifm (2 pc
whichis to be got by heart, and tobe pur
off for hisowns) and perhaps Mr. ("
xipon Pinedas Mr. Ded upon the Com-
mandements, and Mr. (lerk’s Lives of fa-
mous Men, both in Churchand Scate;; fuch
as Mr. Carter of Norwich, that ules tocat
fuchabundance of Pudden: Befides, Liay,
thefe, there is karce any thing €0 be found
butaboudger of old ftitch'd Sermons hu
hind the door , with a.few bro;

ris, twoor three yards of Whip cord
erhaps aSaw and a Hammer to prevent

es | 40696060

niversity Library, Hobbes |, 40696060



, what may not a Di-
ordinary parts, and|
ion, with fich fea

Sir, itis to

at i but thus meanly pro.
ed for,it is not his only

cicher time, mind, nor Books,
prove himfelf for the inward benefi

, inalladisc
carualy and canbly-

inly dwellsthere, and has laid up
us fufficienc relief.
1 know mar af
foexcramely tender of the {piitualwelfure
wowith

Id expect any edifi~
catian.

es | 40696060
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, ough to be dieced and
kept low, to be meck and humble, quict,
and fland in need of a pot of Milk from

r nest Neighbour, and alwayes be very

e very right, for fear of

making any difturbance in_the Parifh or
to underftand ,

or have any re-
chis vile m{ou[

vard World, Un-

i
Light and Fafting,
[)IL! is f

ever |

a much more fp
, and a fingle Coat, tho
¢ ciencand thin, is fully
cient.  We muft now look, fay they, (if
we would be the better for
hardy and labouring Clergy
mu. fc, and all fuch
velor fix Miles
2 1 far-light for as
g55 as alfo a fober and tempe-
thacwill n r(qu m; ¢
g, and che leaft

has the

ehofe old times of |

[or]
Money-renouncing Clergy, that can ab-
fain fic 22 peany a month togecher,
unlefs it be when che Colleétors, and Vifita.
tioners come.  Thefe are all Gofpel-Difpen-
fations, and great inftances of
cont n((dm(s, ‘and refignation of
0 all che emptineffes and foolerics of this

y H]W'\Ll\hlc rather to

b oeidiegofeand efem 3
defire wholefom Food, and frefh I)xwk un-
Iels he bea Chear,

a Hyp

i

all Grace, though he has a hilling in his

Purfeafter the Ratesbe crof’d 2 And full

of pride and vanicy, though his houfe

ftands not upon crutches, and though his

Chimney is 1o be feen s foot above the
cch  Oh, how prsily and toperacly

may half a fcore n be Maint

with .nlmclt twenty

h
frugal Divine w ,u make, to take it by furns,
and wear a Caflock ar, and 2 pai of
Breeches another 2 What a becoming
is it, for him that ferves at the A
the Dung:-Cart in dry weather, and toheae

bes | 40696060
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pinwee? Andwl
a pleatan: figh’s i, e ché Mar
faxching up

\\\.uh ™
of ity
what increafe can lu exp n om a c: ~1c
Trees, 3 brood of Ducklings,
much Paftureasis )ml
able o fun mer a Cow And as for his
Tihes, he cither Renes them out w0a Lay-
man, who will be very unwilling to be his

Tenane, unlefs he may be fure to faveby
the bargain at leaft a third parc : Or elfe he
compounds for thems 2 A then as for his
Money, he fhall have ic when all the reft
of the World be'paid, Buc if b e thinks fic
to take his Dues in kind, he then cither de-
mands his truc and umoft Right; and if o,
zard if he be ot cou

it isa great ha
Caterpillar; a Muck-worm, avery’
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felves 2 Or elfe he muft tamely co

itcle Dofe of the Creatur

pleaed to be proportioned: out unto

3 rather to ftarve in peace and
quictnefs, than 2 pin his right lv\\v‘v"
and diftarbance : The beft of all thefc waye
Yhat ian fhall chink fic for )m
p manag'd, where itis fo
fmall, are fuch, as will undoubtedly make
him cicher to ated and reviled, or elfe
pitifually poor and difeftecmed.

But has it not gone hard inall Ages
12 Was not our Lord
and <Mafler, our Greac and High Pricft,
and wasnot his fare low, and his life full
of trouble? And was not the Condition of

y mean 2 Were not
fevercly treated
‘And isit not che Duty of e
te fuch holy P: :
ally of dhe mm,, who are to
s an

5
with the Men of G

fied with-a very
id 1o rer muu(c ten times :wmuh
of the World as other People? And is
not Patic Tithes,
d ferred befote
nd Cuftoms ? s there any com-
parifon

parifon between the ex
ing, Bowe, I
toallfuch

with thof

thought of in
pleafe, Sir, w
thofe remar
moft undoubtedly
fters being fo meanl
Firft of all, the ml; ‘vlcnﬂk(_rw\, orthe
Miniftery in cum.\l, herel
od, dered of (nnl\ account.
though they b e
yee when i is obferved, ok
take but little care of them, in making them
tollerable Provifions for chis Life, or that
Men are fuffered to take away that which
God was plafed o provide for then, the
Peopleare prefen hink, that ¢
belong o God no mote than unhnu‘, folkss
if fo much.  And although iis nottok
queftion’d, bur chat the laying onof Hands
isa moft Divine Inftitucion 3 yetitis notall
the Bifhops Hands in che World, laid upon
aMan, if hebe cither nororioully igno-
sant, or difmally poor, that can procure
him

d f

For




[os 1
v and lafti

fons of ordinary Employments and E
{ee liecle k

uliar Servants,

d Doch
ity, i they plea

the Cornthe:

as cheother

that that

the fucceeding

their Bread, or depend

upon the good pleafuure and

Darifh, isa thing that renders that h

Office very much flig and

ution thercfore of ouir Chufch
dencdefign ; that fayes, thae

they tray

o

this or that particular Parifh, And noq
ftion, the reafon Was to prevent fj
Pedling, and gadding up and down the
Country with a bagof triffing and infigni-
ficant Sermons 3 enquiring , who will buy
any Dodrin chat no more might be
reseived into Holy Orders, than th rch
had Provifion for. Buc fovery liccleis this

| regarded, thatifa young Divinity-intender

has bu gt aSermon of his own, or of his
Fahers, although he knows not where co
aet a Meals Mear, penny of M

By his Preaching, yet h Qualific
on from fome Beaeficd M

perhaps is no more able to keep e
than I am to keep ten Foot=boys, and fo he
ismade a Preacher, And upon chis accompt
1 have 2 an ordinary Divine; whofe
Living would buc juft keep himfelf and his
Family from Mclancholly Defpair,
fhroud under his protection as many Curassy
2 the beft Noblemau in the Land has Chap=
lains, Now, many fuch as thefe go 1o
Orders againt the Sky 5 forelecing no
sore likelihood of any Preferment comin
tothem, thanyou or I doof

ng

| taries of Stase, ~ Now, fo often asany fuch

as thefe, for wane of Maintenance, are pus
H 1




[ o8
thy and difgraccful fhifes, this
¢ment upon all chac Order

An \Luuﬂh\t'\ care of con
paring cur fmall prefer’d Clergy with
but of the like fortunc in the Church of
Rmr, they and De-
e and reverence to
their Office, which we count neither juft
rrantable. ' We defign no more tham
city of doing good,
ur Religion, nor fuf=
the Gofpel to be difeftecmed : Buc
their aim. is clearly, not only by
contrivd Tales, fained Miracles, to
qct Moncy in abundance 3 but to bewor-
fuipped and almoft deified, is as liule as
chey will content themfelyes wichall. ~ For
how can it be, bue thae the, Peopl
ingto a Church, wherein the sum,mm.
vernour i belcived never to erre, either
ue of hicown fingle Widom,
clp of his infpiring Chait, or
ce of his lictle Infalliable Car-
d,mu ( for it matters not where the root
cf rot b miftaken lies) I fay, how can | B!
it be, buc thac all tf e Iydmu\ul'[uxh 1
odordinary knowledge, mufk needs ftan

inl
{m‘

plea

proporcion of this vile

chan
onf

muft needs be

nou
and
fi

e
ved o be able to¢

ple
fuch
Sac

{51
lawe, not only of the for
thac adhere

moft dir

iuncx

fed to trouble himifelf wit

1d, fo thac fhould he

.ml to make fuch 4 comfos
or himfelf .w 1d his Follow

among ~ﬂ 1\1

-h
frarvi

5 and fuch a pecu~
{lible, moft cer-

ik
le refpeck towards thems
g God in the
At infallibly

ocuLe.

moft vencr
s the powet of Mal
ramini s & thing that »

Haz
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procure an infinite._admiration of him that
Gan do i, though-he fearce knows the Ten
d bas not a arching

Sl b it

that m,l very m\d\ help on the bufnefs,

the People fland ata great die

ce from the Clergy. Tmight inftance

kST ALt Cogtelibi, e

of Penance, forgiving Sins, making

s, frecing Deople from Purgaory,

and many fuch ufeful Tricks they have, and

Wonders they can doe, to draw in the for-

ward belicving Laity into a moft Righe
Worfhipful Opinion, and Honourable

fleem of them, And therefore fecing our

Holy Church of England counts it not uft,

not warrantable thus to Cheat the World, ,

by belying the Scriprures, and by making
ufe of fuch falfhood and ftratagems to gain
refpect and reverance - Ir behoves us certaine
Iy to wifh for,and endeavour all fach means
sare ulefal, and lawfuly for cthe brainiag

he

Tmight here, T think, conveniently add,
thatthough many Preferments amongft the
€lergy of Rome may poftibly be as fmal .H

[ 101

as fome of ours in Enﬂw, yetwe are to
be putin mind ofone “more escellent C
trivance of theirs, andthatis the denyal
of Marriage to Pricfts, where
I'rced om the Expences of a Fan

ain of young Children, that, upon my
ord ol oo Fack el £ ofs Cour
or two, and grind inpiccesa few (heaves of

| Comn:” The Church of ngland ¢

thinking it not ficto ok cir Cl

afingle Life, and I fuppofe a

toalter their Opinion, enlefs they reccive

betcer ua{()m for it from ane, then has

been as

fon very Wi 1(\c from ll\r purpo

bout o try the livings here in Y

thofe of the C There being

‘nothing more frequent in our Church, than

fora Clergg-man to have chree or four Chil-

dren toger Bread for, by thattime onein

theirs fhall be allowed © g0 into Holy Or-

ders. ,
Thereisfill one thing remaining, which

oughe ot to e forgorten

fometimes urged, I know

for the fingle fife o the Pl\dh) that does

much alfo Lﬂm thimm of our Minifte-

Y5
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Employment tha mar

Cl forced upon by
F

d, Tknow, fo
it s pleafed God. o befk

faing,proce

d¢ ¢ Fa goad
dat other times thac the Ch
o

perfon 3 yet by all
phanfieof his #
high, 1nl no:ab

e Verute
Age, then fuch idle
would be a very vain fuppof i

xha[ cannot but ‘.nw

ter for tb
rvbmmt that he talks any thing to the pu Provifion he fpends in_his
pofe, that wants ordinary Food hrnu[ : Hg Fanily,
mily
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Fanily, can fearce look from his Pulpit into
ny Seat of the Church, bue thac he fpres
fome body or other thac he s beholden to,
and dependsupon 3 and for want of money
has fcarce confidence to fpeak handfomly to
his Sexton 3 it isto be quetion’d, I fay,
whether one thus deftitute of all tolcrable
fubfiftence, and thus fhatcered and diftra-
éted with moft neceflary Cares, can cicher
invene with difaerion,or utter with courage
any thing thar may be beneficial to hisPeo-
ple, wheieby they may become his diligen
actenders, and hearty refpeclers,

And as the People do almoft refolve a-
gainft being amended, or bettered by thar
Minifter's Preaching, whole circumfances,
as tothis life, are o bad, and his condicion
folow ; fo likewife is their Devotion very
cool, and indifferent in hearing, from fuch
a one, che Prayers of the Church.  The Dj-
wine-Sevvice, all the World know, is the
fame, if read i the moft magnificent Cathe-
draly or in ehe moft private Parlours Or,
if performed by the eAvchbifhop bimiclf, or
by the meanctt of us Priefls : Buc as the
Solemnity of the place, befides the Confe-
cration of it to God Almighy, do much
influtence upon the Devotion of the People 5

«

[ 105]
foallo the quality and condition of
n that reads ic.  And alchor

not that acknowledged difference b
a Pricft comfortably provided for,
that s in the Thorns and Bryars, as there
is becween one placed in greac Dignity and
Auhority, and one that is in lefs3 yet fuch
a difference the People will make, ‘that they
will fearce hearken towhat is read by the
one, and yec be moft religioufly atcentive
to the other.  Not furely that any one-can
think, that he whofe countenance:is chearly,
and his Barns full, can petition Heaven
more effedtually, or prevail with God for
the forgivencls of a greater finy than he who
s pitifully pale, and is not owner of an Ear
of Corn : Yet moft certainly they do not
delight to confefs their Sins, and fing Prai-
fes to God with him, who fighs more for
want of Moncy and Victuals, than for his
Trefpaffes and Offences. Thus itis, and
will be, do youand 1 (Sir) what we can to
the contrary : Did_our Church indeed be-
lieve, with the Papifts, every Perfon right=
fully Ordained, to be a kind of God Al
mighty, working Miracles and doing Woi~
ders; "then would People moft readily pro-
ftrace themlelves to every ching in Holy Or-
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Y prejudice, hmnn,
and phanfic : And chat if the Man be by
trucly in Holy Ordrs, th

ci And from

cffionchrough Chrift
And chat it is not Philofophy,
Languages,Ecclefiaflical Hiffory, Pradence,
Difererion, and A’fpuurivn by which the
Miniflr can elp us on toy

ards Heaven :

of the Chutch of Esglandy and not of chat
of Rgme, thefec thinzs ought o be weighed
and confidered ; and for wancof being fo,
our Church of England has fuffered
much.

A

T am almoft confident,cha fince the
Retormation, noching has more hindered
Deople from a juft citimation of a Form
of Prayer, and our Holy Liturgie, than

employing

ys, orold
the Service

4 illi-
And,
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fland very lictle more than a |
undc of Tin of Wainfcot.
Neither du here ac t upon Ca-

¥ Perfon 3 And as
racd Singers, whecher Boys o
plaint to be made,

clechan chschey v ot anall
Organ, or a prudent and

aid that the
hing  {hould

F i mm, foppofng e came
Roc into_the Pulpic every x he
may fpend his i very \wmmy, e by
taking beteer care of what he Preaches, and
by ferioufly confidering what is moft ufeful
and feafonable for the People 3 and not what

Subjeét he a Pu hupon with moft ¢afe, §

or upon what Text he can makea brave
Spec for e body fhall be better,

cre he can beft {teal without being
dn'u-md is the Practice of many Diviwes
in pri Darifhes : Or elfe hemay fpend it
in vificing the Sick, Inftrusting the Tgnorant,
and recovering fuch as are gone aftray : For,
though there be Churches buile for publick
Affemblies , for publick Inftruction , and

[ 109 ]

ough dhere be ot many

oblige the Minifter to walk from houfcto
houle, yet certainly People might receive
much more advantage from fuch charitable
Vifits, and friendly ferences, than from
gencral Difcourfes levell'd ar the whole
World 3 where perhaps the greateft parc of
the time fhall befpenc in ulelels Prefaces,
Dividingsand Flourifhings. Which {hmg
is very ‘practicable, cxcepring {
rithes: In which alfo it is much better to du
good to fome,than to n

There is but one calamity
{hall mention, which though it nced not ab-
folutely, yec it docs too frequently accompa=
ny the low condition of many of
And that is, itis
not sdle, intemperate, el [m,wm 1iay,
T cannot prove it firiélly and undeniably
that a Man {mally Bencficed, o of necel~
fity be diffolute and dc‘.uuchcd But when
we confider, how much he lies fubjet co the
humour of ali kind of Reprobates, and how

eafily he is tempted from his own houfe of

Povrty and Melancholy ic isto befear-
ed, that he will be willing too ofcen o
foxfake his own Study of a few. feurvy

ooks,
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Books, . and  his own Habitation of Dark.
nefs, where there is feldom eating or drink=
ing, for a good lightfome one, where there
is a bountiful provifion of "both, <And
when he comes here, though he fiears not
arall, yee he muft befure o fay nothing to
them that does it,by all chat they can think
of : gh he judges it not fic to lead
the Forelorn 1 Vice and I'm;\.vmus;
yeusif he goesabout to damp a Frolick,there
s wcauhn«.‘,u‘ not only of lofiug hrs Sun-
day Di 11 opporcunicics of fuch
future xJ.(ﬂH.Luu, for his nicenefs and
fqueamithuefs, And fuch as are butac all
difpofed 1o chele lewd kind of Mectings,
behdes che Devily | (hall have follicitors
ugh, who councall fuch revelling occa-
s very unfavory, and unhollow'd, un-
16 chey have the prefence of fome Clergy=
san to fanétific the Ordinance : Who, if he
fticks at his Glafs, blefs him, and all him
but Dottor, and Hh«.uml.m 1 take
no delight, I muft confels, to infift npon
this 3 ‘W».‘IJ I could very much wifh thae
fisch of our Governours, as goamongft our
fmall preferr'd Clergy, to take aveiw of
Loud.uou of the Church and Chancely
thac they. wowld make but enquiry whe

ther

Jr1a]
ther the Minifter himfelf be not much our
of repair.

T have now dom, Sir, with the Grounds
of that difefte many of the Clergy
lie ur.r\u, L\nn  the Ignorance of fome,
and the e
fhould have troubled you no farchery
that I thoughe it convenient ot to omit
the parcicular occafions chat do concur to the
making up of many of our Clergy fo pitti=
fully poor and contemeible.

The firft thing that contributes much to
the Poverty of the Clergy, rlu areat frar-
city of Livings * Churches a (‘;,”,M:e we
have enough, itis to be confeficd, 1f com-
pared with chebignels of our Natjan + Bur
inrefpeét of that in
in Holy Orders, M\\:xy pl, mm,:ha:
thereis a very gica
fidency thac 1n a very licce time I could
procute hundreds; that fhoy 1 ridesbce
Son and Moon down, and ke cverlalingly
yours, if you could help them kuc o a
Living of Twenty five; or Thisey pounds a
year : And this I fuppole to be cheifly occa-
Tioned upon thefe two accounts cither
from the b,«ﬂrrm/;._\v\ Anbition that fome

People have of going ino Orders ; ot from
the
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sherfigef othes o he Church s whio
being, ot nted of a Liveli
homl ]MFL o make. fare-of one: by that
mea

difapp

“\Yﬂ lﬁ\,:hn' which encr the un=
provided-for number of the Clergy, is peos
ple pofting inco Orders, before they know
therr Meffage or Buhnd:, onely out of 2
cerain kind of Pride and Ambition, Thus
fome are hugely in love with the meer Title
of Prieft, or Deacon;
how they fha
Likely todo in their O
lmvu phanfic that 1(,1%& if it be made
long, 15 a very handfom Garment, th
jtbe never paid for : And that theDesk i
clearly the bcih ant Pulpit che higheft
Seacin all the I‘m\h hac :lm fhall take
place ufmml buc Efguives and Right wor-

fhipfuls : That they fhall have the Honour of | $

being wnmammdm and Counfellors: And
tlny fhall ¢ ofed to underftand more
of the Mind of God than ordinary, thouglt
perhaps chey fearce know the ofd Law from
the new, nor the Canon from the Apocryphd.
Many, 1 fay, fuch as thefe there be, ‘who
know not where to gec cwo Groats,nor what

they have to fay © the People, Buc onely |

becaude

[r3]
becaufe they have heard that the Office of
Minifter is the moft Noble and Honourable
Employment in the World, cherefore they,
ving in the leaft what

of that is, Orders by all means muft bave,
thoughiit be to the difparag of that
Holy Funtion.

Others alio there be , who are not fo
highly poffei'd wich chie meer dignity of
the (m“c, and honour G of the Fm-
ployment, but think, had they buta
and Auchoricy o Preach, Oh how mny
tould pay icaway ! And chat they can cell
the People fuch ftrange things, as they ever
heard before in all their Lives: That they

ot fuch a_commanding Voice, fuch
Fons, fuch a. peculiar

reaking Expr
Method of Text.dividing, and fuch nocable

 fhorter way to Heaven, than lias been

Such a fors

o Holy Orders,

cither meexly ou of an amibitious humour
of being called a Priett, or of chinking th

¢ be bue frce of che Palpity has filled
Nation wich many more Divines, than
1 there
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ent Maintenhce for in the

there is ahry compe
L!mrch
great crowd that is made in the
r\.\.m,, isby thofe that take inthereonly.
a5 a place of fbelrer and refuge: Thus we
have many turn Priefts and Dicons, ticher
for want of Employment in their Profefion
Law, Phyfick » or the like ; or having
cen unfortunate in their Trade, or having
brokena Leg, oran Arm, and fo difabled
from following their former Calling 5 or
having had the pleafure of fpending their
Edtace, or beings perhaps defervedly, difap:
pouted of their Inheritan The CHurch
ssavery largeand good Sanéwary, and one
fpiricaal {hilling is as good as thrée tempo
\m fhillings ¢ Let the hardeft come to the
hardeft s if they can get by heart, Quid
oft Fides, quid ¢ff Ecclefia, gnot funt Con-
ciliaGeneraliay and gain Orders, they may
prove Readers or Preachers according
their Gifis and Opportunities fhall lie.
N w, many fuch as thefe, the Chureh being
not able to provide for (as there is no great
seafon that (he fhould be folicitous about it)
mufk needs prove a very gicat difparagement
to Her s coming hither juft as the old
Heathens uleto go to Prayers: When 1.0+
thing

[r5]
thing would ftop the anger of the Godds;
then for a touch of Devotion : Andif there
be o way 1o gec Victuals, rather than ftarve
fet us Read or Preach.

In fhort, Sit- we are perfelly over-
ftock’d with Profeffors of Divinity 3 There
being fearce employment for half of chof
whoundertake chat Office. Afid unle
had fomeof the Romifh Tricks,
up and down, and cry Pardons and Indulgen-
Or forwaric of a Living; have good
Clientsin e Bufinefs of Pargatory,
or the like, and fo make fuch unrighteous
Gains of Religion, it were certainly much
beccer it many of than were otherwile
determined.  Or unlefs we had -fome vent
for our Learned Ones beyond Sea; and
could eranfpore fo many Tunu of Divines
yeorly, as we do ocher Commodities, Wit
Which the Nation is over-frocked 3
terainly very unadvifedly ro breed up fo
wany to that Holy Calling, or to mm fo
many to fleal meo Orders, fecing there is
not fufficient work mid cnployment for
them,

The nese ching thac does huch heighten
the Mifery of our Church, as to the Po-
veity of Ity is the Genuries defigning, e

uly

wedo
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snely the weak, the Jame, and ufually the
moft ill-favour’d of their Children for the
of the Miniftery , but alfo fuch as
wend to feccle nothing upon for sheie
fubfiftance; lcaving therh wholly o the
bare hopes of Chuch-preferment. For, as
hink, let the thing look how it willy
sgood enough for the Church ; and tha
iF it has but Limbs enough to climb the Puls
pit, and Eyes enough to find the day of
the month ', it will ferve well enough to
Preach and Read Service: So likewife they
think they have obliged the Clergy very
much, if they pleafe tobeftow two of thrce
years Education upon a younges Son at the
Univerficy, and then cofimend him to the
Grace of God, and the favour of the
Church; without one Penny of Money ot
Inch of Land. You muft not think, chat he
swill fpoil his Eldeft Son's Eftate, or hazzard
the o the Credic of the Family, to
do thac which may any way tend to the re-
x and honour of the Clergy.  And

comes o pals that you may common-
Miles, and R«..vr(c meet with ‘@

is worch above two Spoous and
oper-Box, befides his Living, or fpiri-
I Preferments.  For as for the Land,
tha

| shat goes fweeping away with the Elde

l

[117]
Son, for the immorcalicy of the
and as for the Money, that isufually
ployed forto Bind out, and to Serup other
Cluldren.  And thus you fhall have them
make no doubt of giving five hundred or a
thoufand pounds for a ftock to chem: But
for the poor Divinity- Son, if bie gets but
enough to buy a broad Hat at fecond hand,
and 3 fmall Syffem or two of Faith, that’s
counted ftock fufficient for him to fet up
wichall.  And poffibly he migh make fome
kind of fhifs in this World, if any Body
will engage that he fhal have neither Wife
nor Children; But if ic fo falls out, that
he leaves the World, and behind him, cia
ther the one others 3 in what a dif-
mal condicion are thefe likely to be, and
how will their fad Calamities reflect upon
the Clergy ! So difmala thing is this cd
monly judged, that chof ¢ cheir de-
parcure out of this Life are pioufly and ver-
tuoufly difpofed, do ufually reckon the
King care for the Relicf of the poor Mi
Jhers Widows, tobe an opportanicy of as rie-
‘elfary Charity, a5 ling of High-
yes, and thé erecting of Hofpita
But neither are fpisitual Preferments only
13 {care




[ 18]
fearce by reafon of that great number that
lie hovering over them, and that they that
age thus upon the wing, are ufually defticute
of any other Eftate and Livelihood 5 but
alfo when they come ino poffeffion of them,
they finding for the moft part nothing but a
litcle Sauce, and {econd Courfe, Pigs, Geefe,
and Apples, muft needs be put upon great
perplesitics for the ftanding neceflaries of a
Family, So that if it be enquired by any
one, How comes it ¢ pafs that we have fo
many in Holy Oxders, that underftand fo
liecle, and that are able to do fo lictle fervice
in the Church? If we would anfiver plain-
1y and truly, we muft fay, becaufe they
are good for nothing elie;  For, fhall we
think thac any man, that is ot curs'd co
ufelelsnefs , poverey , and mifery, will be
content with Twenty or Thiry Pounds a
Year? For though in the Bulk, it looks at

firft Jike a bounciful Fltate 5 yet, if we
think of ita litcle better, we fhall find that
an ordinary Brick-layer, or Carpenter (1
mean not. your great Undercakers and Mas
fter-Workmen ) that carns conftancly but
his two thillings a day, has clearly a bewcer
Revenuc , and hath cercainly the command
of more Moncy ¢ For that the one |

dila-

[119]
dilapidations, and the like, to confume a
great parc of his weekly Wages, which you
know how much the other is fubjet unco,
So that as long as we have {o many finall
and concemptible Livings belonging €0 oug
Church (let the World do what ic can) we
muftexpedt that they fhould befupplied by
very lamentable and unferviceable things :
For that no body elfe will meddle wich
them 3 unlefs onc in an Age, abounding with
Money, Charity and Goodnefs, will preachy
for nothing,  For, if Men of Knowledge,
Piudence, and Wealth, have a phanfie 2
gainfta Living of Twenty or Thircy Pounds
a years There is o way to get them into
fuch an undereaking, but by fending outa
Spiricual Prels : For that very few Volun-
teers that are of worth  unlels betcer encou=
raged) will go intothat holy Warfare: But
it will be Ief: to thofe who cannot devife how
otherwife to live, N
Neichee muft people fay , that befides
Bilbopricks, Prebendrics, and the like, we
have feveral brave Benefices, fufficient to
invite thofe of the beft Pars , Education,
and Diferetion.  For imagin one Living iny
forty is worth a Hundred Pounds a ye
And fupplyed by a Man of Skill, and
12

s whole
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wholefome Counfel : What are the other
¢ the betcer for that ? What are the
bott Carlifle becter'd by his Tnftru-
&ions and advice ywho lives at Dover Tt was
our Seviour’s Mind, not only chat
the Gofpel fhould be Preached to all Narions
ac firft, but that the meaning and power of
it fhould be preferved and conftantly de-
clared to all Deople, by fuch as had judge-
ncco doic, :

Neicher again muft they fay, that Cities,
Corporatians, and. the grcax Tyading Town
f this Nacion, (which are the firengeh and
y of it, and that congain che ufeful Peos
World) are ufually inftructed by
learned and judicious Perfons,  For, 1
fuppofe, that our Seviours Defign was ok
that Mayors, Aldermes, and Merchants,
fhould be only faved 3 but alio cha all plain
Countrey People thould partake of the fame
means ; Who, though they read not fo ma-
ny Gasets, as a Citizen, nox concern
themfclves \here the Turk, or King of
France fets on nexc 3 yet the true knowledge
of God is now o plainly delivered ia
Scripture, tha there wanes nothing bus fober
and prudent Offerers of the fame, tomake
it faying o thofe of the meanclt underflan-

ings.

Fiar ]
dings. And thercfore in all Patifhes, if
poffible , chere ought to be fuch a fist and
fetled Provifion , as might reafonab
vite fome careful and prudent Perfon, for
the Peoples Guideand Inftruction in Holy
Matters.

And furthermore : Tt might be added,that
the Revenne belonging to moft of Corpora
pion-Livings is no fuch mighcy bufinefs: For

swere it not for the uncertain and humour-
fome contribution of the well-pleafed Pa-
sifhoners, the Parfon and his Family might
be cafily ftarved, for all the Lands or In-
come that belongs to his Church. Befides
the greac milchict chat fuch Kind of hired
Preachers have done in the World : Which
T ihall not ftay here to infift upon.

And aswe have not Churches enough, in
vefpect of the great multitude thavare qua-
fficd fora Living (o, confidering the fmall-
nefs of the Revenme, and the number of
people that are to be the Hearers, itisvery
plain that we have too many. And we
fhall many times find two Churches in the
fame Yard, when as one would hold dou-
ble the peopleof both the Parifhes : And if
they wereunited for the enco
fome deferving perfon e might caf
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ghife to fpend very honeftly and remperate.
Iy the Revenuc of both,  And what though
Churches ftand at  liccfe furcher diffance?
beople may pl (e to walk 2 Mile wichout
hemfelves When as tiey
C rcc or four to a Market, to fell
orch of Egas.
fe chey refolve o precend, that
i cold (che Clouds being more
e cellale i B el o
they ufially are, if chere be Religion in che
cafe) and chat they are ablolutely bent upon
having inftruction brought to their own
ot one Sermon 2 day,
’n\ trom a
prudens and well eicem'duof Peescher;
aswell, as two a day from him, that talks

allthe year long n ir]vcympn((‘ and
e e delpifed ?

1 know what people will Pmm. y Gay
unto chisy vix. That if upon Swndey the
Charch duors by ousy <he. o Alehonfer i

ki
. Truely, if Religs
\\ rfhip, of God confifted o

lz;]
ives 3 and that the Oblervation of the Sab=
bach was only not to
fpake much to the pu
(hcr\w[‘, ety 1 ¢
like (asicishe fafhion in many places)
the hnd\n;, of licele Children of two or threg
years old to a Scheol-Dame, without any
defign of learning one Letter, but only to
keep d out of the fire and water.

Laft of all, Pe {t not fay that there
needsno great ftore of Learning ina Mi=
sifler § and cherefore 2 fmal Li
anf his defe or that chere b
milies made on p by the Church o
)ouan.vmuum {low Inventors, Wher
upon it is that fach difference is g made b
cweengiving Orders and Licenfe to Preach 3
the lﬂll‘ungx,ru ed only to fuchias che Bic

to make Serme

For though it be n y for every
Guide of a Pasith to underftand all the O~
riental Languages, ot to make cxadll
found Difcourfes for the Pulpit 5
reainly it is very requifite chat he
Thould be fo far learned and udicious, s
prudealy 10 advife, direéty inform, and
facisfie the People in Holy Marcars, when

they
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they demand it, or beg it from him.
to pesform readily and judiciouly,
much more difcrecion and skill, than upon
Iong deliberation to make a continued calk
of an hour, without any greac difcerniable
failings. So chat werea Minifter tyed up
fpcak one fentence of his own in
1 out of the Pulpicin his whole Lif
time, yet doubtlefs many other occafions
there be, for which neicher Wifdom nor
Reputation fhould be wanting in him that
has the Carc and Government of a Pa-
nfh.

T fhall not here go about to pleafe my
felf with the imagination of all the greac
Tithes being, reftored to the Church, ha-
ving litele reafon to hope to fee fiach dayes of
ercye,  Nor fhall T here queftion the
mightinefs of former Kings and Parli
momts 5 nor difpuce whether all the King
Henries in_the World, with never fuch 2
powerful Parliament, were able to de
min to any other ufe what was once folemn~
ly dedicated to God and his S
yeewhen we look over the Prefaces to chofe
“Atts of Parliament, whereby fome Church-
Revenues were granted to Henry the Eighch,
one cannot but be much taken with theingg

ity

[ 1251
hitity of that Parliament : That when the
King wanted a fapply of money, and an
augmentation to his Revenue; how hand-
fomly out of the Charch they made pro-
vifion for him, without doing themfelves
any injery acall : For, fay they, fecing His
Magefly is Our joyand life, fecing thac He
is fo couragious and wife, fecing that he is
fo very tender of, and well affcéted co all His
SubjeRts 3 and thac He has been a fuch I
Expences for five and twenty whole years to
defend and protect this His Realm ;. there-
fore in all Duty and Gratitude, and as 4
manifeft token of Our unfeigned thank-
fulnefs , We do Granc unto the King and
His Heirs for ever, ¢re. It follows as clofe-
ly as can be, That becaufethe King had been
agood and deferving King, and had been ae
much erouble and expeice for the fafery
and honour of the Nation, that therefore
all his wans fhould be fupplyed out of the
Church:  Asif allthe Charges that He had
been at, was upon the account only of His
Eccltfiaftical Subjetts, andnor inelaion to
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6t be denied, that (o long as many Liv
concinuic,as they now are,thus impoverifheds
and that there be fo few encouragements for
Men of fobriety, wifdomand learning, we
have no reafon to expect much betcer In<
ftroctors and Governours of Parifhes;than at
prefent we commonly fi

There is-uway, 1 knowsihasore
ple love marseloufly to talk of, and that
15, ajaft and equal levelling of Ecclefiaftical
Preferment What a delicate refrefhment,
fay chey, would it Be, if Tweuty or Thirty
thoufand pounds a year were taken from the
Bifbaps, and difcreely fprinkled armonglt
the pooter and mcaner (ot of che Clergy
how twould it rejoyce their hearts, and en-
courage them in their Office ? What riced
thofe greac & famptuous Dalaces, their City
and their Councry-houfes, their Parks and
fpatious Warers, their coftly Difhes and
fathionable Sauces * May not he chat lives
ina finall chacch’d houle, cha
walk four fei

t can fcarce
es in his own eround, thac
1 concerning Venifor Ef
and Foul ; may not b,
loud, and to as (h
thofe bigh and mighey
then, fc

1 fay, preachas

Spirnnalifts 2 Go o
3 it hach “pleafed God 1o make

[r27]

ch abountiful provifion for his Charcly it
gmual, what need we be fo folicitous about
the amending the low condicion of many of
the Clergy, when as theré is fuch a plain
remedy at hand, had we but graceto wl y
ic? This invention pleafes fome mainly wellz
Buc for all the grear carethey pretend ©
have of the diftrclied pare of the Clergy,
amconfident, one mighe eafily ghels what
would pleafe chem much bereer : If inftead
of augmenting fmall Bencfices, the H.‘nyx
would be pleafed to return to them thofe
Lands that they purchaled in their ableace:
And then as for the relieving of the Clergys
they would try if they could find our ano-
ther way,

Bu art thot in good carneft my excellent
Coneriver? Doft thou think thac if the
greateft of our Church Preferments were
wilely parcell'd out amongft chofe that ar
in wan,it would do much feats and courte=
fies? And doft thon not ikewifechink, that
it cen or twenty of the luftieft Noble-mens E-
{lages of England were cleaverly fliced amonsy
the Indigene, would it not \\“nrclv refr L.
fome of the poor Lairy, that Cry fmall-
Caal, or grind Sciffars ? 1 do fappole tha if
od fhould afterw thy mind fe n

bes | 40696060
bbes |, 40696060




[r28]

T phanfid it will notbe yet 2 good while)
to be a Bensfaftor to the Chuxch 3 thy wil-
dom may poffibly direét chee to difperfe thy
gooduefs in fmaller pascels, rather thango
flow inupon two, or three, with full happi-
nefs,  Buc if ic be my inclination to feccle
upon one Ecclefiaflical Perlon, and his fuc-
ceflors for ever,  chioufand pounds a year 5
upon condition onely to read the Service of
she Church, oncein a weak, and you take
icill, and find faule with my prudence, and
the method of my munificence; and fay;
thas che ftipend ismuch oo large for fuch &
fnall cask + Yer, Iam confident, that fhould
Tmakethy Laitgflip Heir of fuch an Eftate;
and oblige thee onely to chie trouble and ex=
pence of fpending a fingle Chicken, or half
en of Larks, oncea year, in comme-
i of me, that thon souldeft count me
the wifest Man that ever was fince the Crea-
tion: And pray to God, never to difpofe
thy mind; to part with one farching of it
for any other ufe than for thie fervice of thy
felf, and thy Family. And yet, foitis,
thac becaufe thie Bifbaps, upon their firft be-
ing reftored, had the confidence to levy
Fines according as they were juftly due,and
‘defired to live in their own Houfes (if not

pull'd

[129]

pull'd down) and to receive their

wn

| Rentse Prefently they cry out the Church=

man have got all the Treafure, and Moi
of ‘the Nation into their hands. I they
have-any, let ‘them thank God forit , and
make good ufe of Weep not, Beloved,
f is very little hopes , that they will
caftit all into the Sea, on purpofe to ftop
the mouths of them , that fay they havetoo
much.

What other contrivances there may be
forthe fettling upon Minifters in general a
fufficient Revenue for their fubfiftence, and
encouragement in their Office , 1 fhallleave
to be confidered of by the Governars of
Leatriing-and Religion. ~Only, thus much
is certain, that fo long asthe Maintenance
of many UMiniffers is fo very fmall, i is
ot to be avoided, but thar a great part of
them will want learning, prudence, courage,
and efteem to do any good where they live.
And what if ‘we have by all muft be
acknowledged ) 15 wife , and learned Bi-
{hops , as be in the World , and many o-
thers of very grear underftanding, and
wildom , yet (as was before hinted) unlefs
ther be provided for moft Towns and Pa-
cifhes ; fome tollerable and fufficient Guide

K
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the ftrength of Religion , and the Credit of
the Clergy will daily languith more nd
more. INor that it is to be believed, that
every finall Countrey Parith fhould bealto-
gether hopelefsas to the next Life, unlefs
they have a Hooker,a Clul/xvf‘mrr/:,‘; Ham-
mond , ot a Sanderfon, dwelling amongft
them, but requifice it is, and might be
brought about, that fome body there ikould
be, to whom the People have reafon to at-
tend , and o be directed , and guided by
him.

e, Sir, nomore (0,fay. wereit not
that you find the word Re. Ti
of which in particalar | have fpoken very
litle: Neither need 1, carf [
nearly it depends, as o its gl
firength, upon  th
of the Foricff. 1hall add no more
this,, iz, thar among thofe many things
that tend to the decay of Religion, and of &
due Reverence of the * oly Scripiares , no-
thing has more occafion’d it , than the Tidi-
calous, and idle difcourfes that are uttered
ouc of Plpits.  For when: the Gallants of
the World do obferve , how the Miniffers
themfelyes do jingle, quibble, and play the
fools with their 1xts, no wonder if they
who

Neitl

[131]
who are foinclinable to A* do
only deride and defpife the Priefts, bt dco
upon the Bible, and make 2 mock ofall
is fober and facred.  1am,

Sir,

fugufis.

1670, Your moft humsble Servant;

T. B.

bes | 40696060
bbes |, 40696060



;,':w,}r oy

PPeSeded L bIII e

s Printedfor, and Sold by Natha-
mel Brook, 4 the Angelin Cornhil |
near the Royal Exchange.

Tnc e e Phyfiognomy ,
Chyromancy, Metopofcopy. the fyme-
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