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THE

PREFACE

HE Celebrating  the
Praifes of the Dead ,
is an Argument fo worn

out by long and frequent ufe ;
and now become [o naufeous, by
the flattery that ufually attends
it that it is nowonder if Funeral
Orations, or Panegiricks, are more
confidered for the Flegancy of
Style, and finenefs of Wit, than
for the Authority they carrywith
them as to the vuth of matters
of Fall. And yet I amnot here-
by deterred from medling with
this kind of Argument, nor from

A handling
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The Pr face.

handling it with all the plainnefs
I can: delivering only what L
my [elf beard and [aw, without
any  borrowed OQrnament. I do
eafily forefec how many will be
engaged for “the fepport of heir
Tmpiots Maxims ~and Tmmordl
Praflices, to difparage what I
am towrite. Others will cenfure
it becaife it comes from one of
iy Profeffion, 100 miny ﬁ/ppnﬁrzg
us to be induced, ‘to. frame [uch
Difeotirfes for carrying on what
they ae pleafed to' call ‘Our
Trade. Some will think Ldvefs
itup too artificially, and others,
that I prefent it too plain and
naked.

But being refolved to govern
my [elf by the exall Rules of
Trath'y 1 fball be lefs concerned
in the Cenfures 1 may fall under.
Tt may [eem liable to great Fx-
ception,

The Preface.

ception, that 1 [hould difclofe [o
many things, that were difeove-
ved to me, if not under the Seal
of Confeffion, yet under the con-
fidence of Friendfbip 5 But this
Noble Lord bimfelf not only re-
leafed me from all obligation of
this kind, when I waited on him
in his laft Sicknefs, a few days
before be died, but gave it me in
Charge not 10 fpare him in any
thing which I thought might be
of ufe to the Living 5 and was
not il pleafed to be laid open,
as well in the worft as in the beft
and laft part of his life, being
fo fincere in bis Repentance, that
he was not unwilling to take
Shame to himfelf , by fuffering
his Faults to be expofed for the
benefiz of others.

A4 Iwrite
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The Dreface.

1 write with one great difad-
wantage, that I cannot reach bis
chief Defign, without mentioning
fome of his Faults: But I have
touched them as tenderly as the
Occafion would bear : and 1 am
fure with much more foftnefs than
he defired, or would have con-
fented unto, bad I told him how
1 intended to manage this part.
1 have related nothing with per-
fonal veflections on any others,con-
cerned with him, wifbing. rather
that. they themfélves reflecling
on the fenfe be bad of his former
Diforders, may be thereby led to
forfake their own ; than that they
Jbould be any ways Reproachd
by what I write : and therefore
igh he ufed wery few Referves
with me, as to his courfe of life,
t fince others had a fbare in
off parts of it, 1 fball relate

nothing

The Preface.

nothing but what move immed;-
ately concerged himfelf : and fball
Jayno mor'<of his faults, than s
neceffary to' illufirate bis Repen-
tance.
The Occafion that led me into
o particular ‘a_knowledge of
him, was an intimation given me
by a Gentleman of his acquain-
tance, of his defire to fee me.
This was fometime in O&ober,
1679. when he was flowly reco-
vering out of a great Difeafe.
He had underflord “that T often
attended on one well known to
him, that died the Summer be-
fores He was “alfo then enter-
taining bimfelf in that low flate
of his health, with the firft part of
#he Hiftory of the Reformation
then newly come out, with which
he feemed not ill pleafed = and
we bad accidentally metin two
or
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The Preface.
or three places fometime before.
Thefe were the Motiugs that. led
him to call for my Comp mys - Af-
ter I had waited on bumonce or
twice, he grew into that freedom
with me, as to opento me all his
thoughts , both of Religion and
Moraljty : and to give me afull
wiew of his paft life: and feemed
not uneafie at my frequent Vifits.
So till he went from London,
which was in the beginning of
Aptil, I waited on him often.
As foon as 1 heard how ill he
was , and how much he was
touched with the fenfe of his for=
wer life, I writ _to him, and
veceived from him an Anfwer,
that without my knowledge, was
printed fince his Deaths from
a Copy which one of his Servants
conveyed to the Prefle. In it
there is fo undeferved a Value

pur

e

The Preface.

put on me that it had been very
indecent for me to have pub-
lifbt it: Yet that muft be at-
wributed to bis Civility and way
of breeding : and indeed he
was particularly known o fo few
of the Clergy, that the good
Opinion he. bad of me, is to be
imputed only to his unacquain-
tance with others.

My end of Writing is fo to
difcharge the laft Commands
this Lord left on me, as that
it may be effeflual to awaken
thofe who vun on to all the ex-
ceffes of Riot; and that in the
midft of thofe beats, which their
Lufts and Paffions vaife inihem,
they may be a little wrought on
by fo great an Inftance , of One
who had run round the whole
Circle of Luxury 5 and as So-

lomon
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The Preface.’

lomon fays of himfelf, What-
foever his Eyes defired, he
kept it not from them; and
withheld his Heart from no
Joy.  But when he looked back
on all that on which he had
wafted his Time and Strength,
be eftcemed it Vanity and
Vexation of Spirit : though he
had both as much natural Wit,
and as much acquired by Learn-
ing, and both as much improved
with ‘thinking and fludy as per-
baps any Libertine of ~the Age.
Jet when he reflefted on all his
former Courfes, even before his
Mind .. was. illwninated with
better thoughts, he counted them
madnefs and folly. * But when
the Powers of Religion came to
operate on hint, then he added
a deteflation to the Conterpt

he

The Preface.

ke formerly had of them fuit-
able to what became ‘a fincere
Penitent , and expreffed himfelf
in fo clear and fo calm a man-
ner , [o fenfible of his Failings
towards his Maker and ~ his
Redeemer, that a5 it wrought
not a little on thofe that were
about him 5 So, I hope , the
making it Publick may have a
more general Influence , chiefly
on thofe on whom bis former
Converfation might have had ill
Effests.

I have endeavoured to. give
his Charabler as fully as I could
take it: for I who faw him only
in one light , in a [edate and
quiet temper , when he was un-
der a gieat decay of Strength
and bofs of Spirits , cannot give
his Piflure with that life and

advantage
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The Preface.
advantage that others may, who
knew him when his Parts were
more bright and lively: Tet the
Compofure be was then in, may
perhaps be fuppofed to ballance
any abatement of his ufual Vi
gour which the declination of
bis Health brought him under,
1 have, written this Difcourfe
with as much Care , and hawe
confidered it as narowly as I
could. I am Jure I have [aid
nothing but Truth; I have done it
Sflowly, and often ufed my fecond
thoughts in it, uot being fo much
concerned in the Cenfures might
fall on my felf, as Cautiousthat
nothing Jhould pafs, that might
obfbruit my only defign of writing,
which is the doing what I can
towards the reforming a loofe and
lewd dge.  dnd if fucha Signal

Inftance

The Preface,

Inflance concurrving with all the
Evidence that we have for our
moft holy Faith, has no effel on
thofe who are running the [ame
Cowrfe, it is much to be feared
i/)ey are given up toa repvobalr

fenfe.
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The Preface.
adyantage that others may, who
knew bim when his Parts were
more bright and lively: Xet the
Cwu])ofm'e he was then in, may
perbaps be fuppofed to ballance
any abatement of bis ufual Vi-
gour which the declination of
his Health brought him under,
1 hage. written this Difcourfe
with as much Care , and have
confidered it as narrowly as I
could. 1 am Jure I have [aid
nothing but Truth; 1 have done it
Slowly, and often ufed my fecond
thoughts in it, not being fo much
concerned in the Cenfures might
fall on my [elf, as Cautigusthat
nothing fhould pafs, that might
obflrutt myonly defign of writing,
which is the doing what I can
towards the reforming a loofe and
lewd dge.  And if fucha Signal

Inftance

The Preface,
Iuflance concurring with all the
Evidence that we have for our
moft holy Faith, has no effed on
thofe who are running the [ame
Courfe, it is much to be feared
they are given up to a reprobate

fenfe.
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SOME

PASSAGES

OF THE

Life and Death
OF
&0 11N

Earl of Rochefter.

ObnWilmot Earl of Rochefter
was born in April, Anno
Dom. 1648. his Father was

HenryEarl of Rochefler, but beft
ﬂ, known by the Title of the Lord
i B

Wilmot
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SomelPaages of the Lite
Wilmot , who borc fo great a
part in all the lace Wars, thac
mention Is often nggde of him
in the Hiftory: And had the

chief fhare in the Honour of

the prefervation of His Ma-
jefty that now Reigns, after
Worcefler-Fight, and the Con-
veying Him from Place to
[’lacc, dll he happily efcaped
mto France : But dying before
the King’s Return, he lefe his
Son_licdle other  Inheritance,
but the Honour and Tide de-
tived to him, with the preten-
fions fuch eminent Scrvices
gave himtothe Kings Favour :

Thcﬁ were mrctullv managed
by the great prudence and Jit
cretion of his Mother,a Daugh-
ter of that Noble :uulanucnt
Family of the Sz. Johns of Wilt-
Jhire, fo that his Education was

carried

any Death of John ¢, 9¢ Rockielt

catried oninall things futably
to his Quality.

When He was at School he

1 an extraordinary Proficient
at his Book: and thofe (hining
parts which haye fince ap
ed with fo much luftre ;
then to fhew themfelve
uqluud the Latin to fic
fection, that to his 41\-11"4..\
hic retained a great rellith of the
finenefs and  Beauty of that
Tongue : and was exa >
mn the incomparab
that writ about 4z )
whom he read often with tha
peculiar  delighe which ¢}
greatclt Wits have ever fc
m thofe Studi

When he went to the 2
verfity the general Joy which
averran the whole 100
upon his Majeftics Reftauration;

B2 but
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Sonie Paffages of the Life

but was not regulated with
that Sobriety and Temperance,
that became a ferious gratitude
to God for o great a Bleffing,
produced fome of its ill cffects
on him : Hebegan to love thefe
diforders too much ; His Tutor
was that Eminent and Pious
Divine Dr. Blanford, afterwards
promoted to the Sces of Oxford
and Worcefter : And under his
Infpection, he was committed
to the more immediate care of
M. Phineas Berry, a Fellow
of Wadham-Colledge , a very
learned and good natured man 5
whom he afterwards ever ufed
with much refpec, and re-
warded him as became a great
man.  Butthe humour of thac
tme wrought fo much on him,
thathe broke off the Courfeof
his Studies ; to which no means
could

and Death of John &, 0f Rochefier.
could ever ~cffectually recall
him ; tll when he was in Jtaly
his Governor Dr. Balfowr a
learned and worthy man, now
a Celebrated Phyfitian in Sco-
land his Native Country ; drew
him to read fuch Books, as were
moft likely to bring him back
to love Learning and Study:
and he often acknowledged to
me, in particular three days be-
fore his Death, how much he
was obliged to Loveand Ho-
nour this his Governour , to
whom he thought he owed
more than to all the World,
next after his Parents, for his
grear Fidclity and Care of him,
while he was under his truft,
But no part of it affected him
more fenfibly, thanthat heen-
gaged him by many tricks (fo
he exprefled it) to delight in
B3 Books
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Some Pafanes of the Life
Books and reading; So that
¢ after he took occafion in
crvals of thofe woful
s that confumed
1 ime to read much :
ind chough the tim
y but indifft

> Was genc-
ntly employ-
Chof 1¢ Sub-
jects of his Studies was not al-
ys good , yet the habitual
Knowledge together
tudy , - had
his  Undey-
L ‘ ared him for
better chings, hen his mind
Id be fo far changed as to

: H;'L.ylmg from his Travels in
she 181h Year of his Age, and
AL Court with as great

18 moft ever had.
was a Graceful and well

dped Ferfon, tall and - well

made,

“ann Death of John &, of Rochefter.  ~ 1

made, if not a litele too flender :
He was exadtly well bred, and
what by a modeft -behaviour
natural to him, what by a Civi-
lity become almoft as natural,
his Converfation was cafic and
obliging: He had a ftrange Vi-
vacity of thoughtand vigour of
expreffion : His Wit had a fub-
tility and fublimity both, that
were fearce imitable.  His Style
was clear and ftrong: When
he ufed Figuresthey were ver
lively, and yct far enough out
of the Common Road : he had
made himfelf Mafter of the
Ancient and Modern Wit, and
of the Modern French and
Ttalian as well as the Englifb.
He loved to talk and write of
Speculative Matters, and did ic
with{o fine a thread, that even
thofc who hated the Subjects

B 4 that
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Some Pafiages of the Life

that his Faney ran upon, yee
could not but be charmed with
his way of treating: of them,
Boileau among the French, and
Cowleyamong the Englifh Wits,
were thofe he admired moft.
Sometimesother mens thoughts
mixed with his Gompofures ,
but that flowed rather from the
Impreffions they made on him
when he read them, by which
they came to return upon him
as his own thoughts 5_than that
he fetvilely copied from any,
For few men ever had a bolder
flight of fancy , more {teddily
governed by Judgment than he
had. No wonder ayoung man
{fomade, and fo improved wag
very acceptable in a Coure.
- Soonafter his coming thicheg
helaid hold on the firflOccafion
ihat offered to fhew his readi-

nefs

and Death of John &, of Rochetter,

nes to hazard his life in the
Defence and Service of his
Country. In Winter 1665, !lc
went with the Earl of Sandwich
to Sea, when he was fent to
lic for the Dutch Eafi-Tndia
Fleer 5 and was in the Revenge,
Commanded by Sit Thomas
Tiddiman , when the Ateack
was made on the Porcof Bergen
inNorway, the Durch Ships ha-
ving got into that Port. - It
was as defperate an Attempt as
ever was made: during the
whole Action, the Earl of Ro-
chefter thewed as brave and as
refolute 2 Cotirage as was poffi-
ble: A Perfor of Honour told
me he heard the Lord Clifford,
who wasin the fame Ship, often
magnific his _(loumgcvat that
time very highly. Nor did
the Rigouts of the Scafon, the

. hard-

.

2 |
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1l 15 Some Paffages of the Life

hatdnefs of the Voyage, and
the extream danger he had been
1n, deter him from running the
like on the very next Occafion
For the Summer following he
wene to Sea again, without
communicating his defign to
his neareft Relations. He went
aboard the Ship. Commanded
by Sir Edward Spraggethe day
before the greac Sea-fight of
that Year: Almoft all the Vo-
lunteers that were in the fame
Ship were killed, Mr. Midd/eton
(brother to Sir.Hugh Middleton)
was (hot In_his Arms, Duting
the Action, Sir Edward Spragge
1ot being fatisfied with che be.
haviour of oncof the Captains,
could not cafily find a Perfon
that would chearfully venture
through. fo much danger , to
carry his Commands to that
Captain

any Death of John &, of Rochefter.

Captain.  This Lord offered
himfelf to the Service; and
went in a little Boat, through
all the fhot, and delivered his
Meflage; and returned back to
Sit Edward : which was much
commended by all that faw it.
He thought it neceffary to be-
gin his life with t Demon-
‘1‘;11 tions of his Cou age 1 an
Element and way of fighting,
which is acknowledged to be
the greateft trial of clear and
undaunted Valour.

He had fo entirely laid down
¢ Intemperance that was
growing on him before his Tra
vels, thac ac his Return he
hated nothing more. l’yutmllI»
ing into Gompany that Iovrs«
thefe Exceffes, he was, though
not without difficulty, and by
gnany fteps,broughe back to 1
again

23
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Some Paflanes of the Lite

again.  And the natural heat
of his fancy, being inflamed by
Wine, made him fo extrava-
gantly pleafant, that many to be
more diverted by that humor,
ftudied to engage him decper
and deeper 1n Intemperance :
which at length did fo entirely
fubduc him; that, as he told
me, for five years together he
was continually Drunk : not all
the while under the vifible ef-
fet of it, but his blood was fo
inflamed, that he was not in
all that time cool enough to be
perfectly Mafter of himfelf.
This led him to fay and do
many wild and unaccountable
things: By this, he faid, he had
broke the firm conftitution
of his Health, that feemed fo
ftrong, that nothing was oo
hard for it ; and he had fuffered
fo

ann Death of John &, of Rochefter.

fo much in his Reputation, that
healmoft difpaired to recover
it. 'There were two Principles
in his natural temper, that be

ing heighten'd by that heat car-
ried him to great excefles: a vi-
olent love of Pleafurc,and a dif-
pofition to extravagant Mirth.
The one involved him in great
fenfuality - the other led him to
many odd Adventures and
Frolficks, in which he was oft
in hazard of his life. The one
being the fame irregular appe-
tite in his Mind, that the other
was n_his Body, which made
him think nothing diverting
that was not extravagant. And
though in cold blood he was
a generous and good natured
man, yet he would go far in
his heats, after any thing that
wight turn toa Jelt or mauc?

o

13
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i4 Same Paffages of the Life
of Diverfion: He faid to me;
He never improved his Intereft
! at Court, to do a premeditate
i Mifchicf to other perfons. ~ Yet
it & he laid out his Wit very freely
; in Libels and Satyrs, 1n which
E he had a peculiar Talent of mix-
1 ing his Wit wich his Mal
i1 and fitting. both wich fuchape
: words, that Men were tempted
to be pleafed with them : from
i thence his Compofures came to
! be cafily known, for few had
fuch a way of tempering thefe
together as he had; So thac
When any thing cxtraordinary
that way came out, as a Child
| 15 fathered fometimes by its Re-
i femblance, fo was it [aid at his
Door as its Parent and Au-

thor.

Thefe Exercifes in the courfe
of his Life were not always

@

&nd Death of John €, 0f Rochelter;

equally pleafant to him ; he
had often fad Intervals and fe-
vere Reflections on them : and
though then he had not thefe
awakened in him from any
deep Principle of Religion, yet
the horrour that Nature raifed
in him,  efpecially in fome Sick=
nefles, made him too eafie to
receive fome 1ll Principles;
which othets - endeavoured
poflefs him with ; fo  thac he
was too foon brought to fct
himfelf to fecure, and fortific
his Mind againft thae, by difs
poflefling it all he could of the
belief or apprehenfions-of Re-
ligion. The Licentioufnefs of
his temper, wich the brisknefs of
his Wit, difpofed him to love
the Convyerfation of thofe who
divided their time - berweer
lewd  Actions and

15
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i6 aubDeath of John &, of Rochefter.

Mirth. And fo he came to
bend his Wit, and direét his
Studies and Endeavours to fup-
port and ftrengthen thefe all
Principles both in himfelf and
others.

Anaccident fell out after this,
which confirmed him more in
thefe Courfes: when he went
to Sca in the Year 1665, there
happened to be in the fame
Ship with him Mr. Mountague
and another Gentleman of
Quality, thefetwo, the former
efpecially , feemed perfivaded
that they fhould never rewrn
into England. M. Mountague
faid , He was fure of it: the
otherwas notfo pofitive. The
Earl of Rochefler, and the laft
of thefe, entred into a formal
Engagement, not without Ce-
remonies of Religion, that if
either

ann Deathof John &, of Roc

cither of them died, he d
appear, and give the other no
tice of the future State, if there
wasany. But Mr. Moz
would not enter into the
When the day came that they
thought to have taken the
Dutch-Fleet in the Port of Ber-
gen.  Mr. Mountague though
1c had fuch a ftrong Prefage in
his Mind of his approaching
death, yet he generoufly ftaid
all the while 1n the place of
greateft danger :  The other
Gentleman figna his ¢
rage ina moft undaunted man-
ner, till near the end of the
Acion; when he fell on- a
fudden mto fuch ling
that he conld fcarce ftand : and
Mr. Mountague going to him

to hold him up, : W
in cach others Arms, a Car
c non
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18 Some JPaffages of the Life
non Ball killed him outright,
K and carried away Mr. Moun-
i tague’s Belly , fo that he died
: hour after. The
fler told me llnt
x

cither by a natural fagacity, or
fome fecret Notice communi-
1toit, had a fort of Divi-
But that Gentlemans
appearing Was a_great
fhare to him , dmm” the reft
of his lift. Though when he
told me this, he could not but
acknowledge, it was an unrca-
fonable thing for him, to think,
that Beings in another State
| re not under fuch Laws and that one of
i Limits, thac they could not dic, One of ¢

that fuch
ﬂmuH die, butbe
l mm\ pu f

0 him, t

command their own metions, pointed
; F
bup
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of the Life

die. He remembring his Dream
fell into fome diforder, and the
Lady Warre reproving him for
his Superftition, Iu{nd He was
fident he was to die before
rning, but he being in per-
& ]m h, it was not much
] W Saturday-
Night, and I\L was to Preach

.. He went to his
tc up late, as
urning of his
I 1 had been pre-
pazing his Notes for his Ser-
mon, but was found dead in his
Bed the next Morning : Thefe
1 made him in-
d to believe, the Soul was
tance diftin&t from mat-
ter : and thi s often returned in-
But that which
ected his puf\mtlun about
was, that in the Sicknefs
which

il ngs he

ano Death of John €
which brought h
death before I fi
when his Spirits were fo low

and fpent, that he ¢ 10t
move nor ftir, and he did not
think to Jive an hour ; He faid,
His Reafon and Judgment were

fo clear and hon g, that from
thence he w ily perfivaded
that Death was ot fpend-
ing or diffolution of the Soul 5
B only the feparation o;r it
from matter. He had in th
Sicknef 1t Remorfes for his
paft Lifc, but he afterwards
told me, They were rather ge-
neral and dark Horrours, than
any Convictions of {mnmng
againft C He was forry
he had {o as to waft lus
ftrength fo foon, or thathe had
broughe fuch an ill name upon
himfclf, and had an Agony in
(P his

s fu

Sat
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i the Life

which he
to exprefs
, though he
his Friends in
fc

s to be

nt for,

ar

PIECC

€0 pra

’x d never known

mounted to
ay m power,

and Death of John &, of Rochefter.

gion, as himfelf told me. For
Morality , he frecly own'd to
me, that though he talked of
it, as a fine thing, yet this was
only becaufe he thoughe it a
decent way of fpeaking , and
that as they went always in
Cloaths, though in [I' J

licks they would

icmenmes to o 1C¢ NAKEA
if they had not fearec 'the pto-
ple: So though fome of them

found it 1 ;er\’ for h

.'d (lm cared not for I,
Illl[”kr lllL‘] “'h C}“,‘Il[l\/'] of
for rh it

and affai
me many Inft
profefling and fi
ﬂn[ where they h ated
; their Oaths and Imp
ons in their Addrefles to \\ o-
C s cn,

23
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Some Paflaes of the Life
men, which they intended ne-
ver to make good ; the pleafiire
they took in defaming innocent
Peifons, and fpreading falfe
Reports of fome, petl
I 2, becaufe they could
them to Lomp]\'
ill Defigns: The
gh chey had in making peo-

arrcl; their unjuft uﬁ;»
s, and putting
ny deccitful Pro-
mxﬁ. they could invent, that

night deliver them from pre-
mportunity. So thac in
{tation of thefe Courfes he
ould often break forth. into
uuyl lmrd Expreffions concern-

Reve

th

¢r to repeat,

ad been his Principles
ctices n a Courfe of
ny years which had Jlmoﬂf

and Death of John &, of Rochefter.

quite L,\Uh"lhhl the natural
Ptolmlftm in him to Juftice
and Vertue: He would often
go into the Country, and be
for fome months wholly im-
plm ed in Study, or the Sallies
of his Wit: Which he came
to_direct chiefly to Satyre. And
this he often defended o me;
by faying there were fome peo-
ple that “could not. be kept 1n
Order, or admonithed but in
this way. I replied, That it
might be granted that a grave
way of Satyre was fomctimes
no’ improfitable way of Re-
proof. th they who ufed i
only out of fpice, and_mixed
Lycs with um 1, {paring no-
thing that might adorn their
Poems, or gratific their Re-
venge, could not excufe that
way of Reproach, by which
i th

©

5

obbes | 40696002
lobbes |, 40696002



26

Some PPainges of the Life
the Innocent often fuffer : fince
the moft malicious things, if
wittily exprefled, mighe ftick
to and blemifh the beft men in
the World, and the malice of
a Libel could hardly confift
with the Charity of an Admo-
nition. To this he anfwered,
A man could not write wich
life, unlefs he were heated by
Revenge: For to make a Satyre
without Refentments, upon the
cold Notions of Phylofophy, was
asifaman would in cold blood,
cut mens throats who had ne-
ver offended him: And he faid,
The Lyes in thefe Libels came
ofen i as Ornaments thac
could not be fpared without
fpoiling the beauty of the
Poem.

For his other Studies, they
were divided between the Co-
mical

anwaeath of John &, of Rochefter.

pmical and witty Writings of

the Ancients and Moderns, the
Roman Authors, and B
Phyfick: which the il ftac
health he was fallen into; ma
more neceflary to himfelf : -
hich qualifid him foran odd
lventure, which I fhall but
Being under an

keej of the
; He difguifed himflf, {o

his neareft Friends could

guife himflf, :
gar 5 {0

fome
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fome mean Amours, which, for
the vatiety of them,he affected 5
At other times, meetly for o
verfion, he would go about in
odd fhapes, in which he acted
his part fo naturally, that even
thofe who werc on the fecret,
and faw him in thefe fhapes,
could  perceive nothing by
which he might be difcove-
red.

I have now made the De-
feription of his former Life,
and Principles, as fully as I
thought neceffary , to anfwer
my End in Writing: And yet
with thofe referves, Lhdt Ihopc
T have given no juft caufe of
offence ‘to any. I have faid
nothing but what 1 had from
own mouth,, and have
roided the mentioning of the
more particular Paflages of his
life,

and Death of John &, of Roch

life, of which he told me not a
few: But fince others were
concerned in them , whofe
good only Idefign, I will fay
nu[hmg that may cither pro-
voke or blemith them. It is
their Reformation, and not
their Difgrace , I defire: This
tender confideration of others
e me fupprefs many
able and ufeful things,
he told me: But finding that
though T fhould name none,
yet I muft t Relate fuch
Circumftances , as would give
too great Occafion for the
r to conjecture concern-
1‘13,1[
\shuh

T.

at e

fons ntende

cither of

or \\'I()Il‘.; 5
were incopvenient enough,
have chofen to pafs them quw ¢

over. Bue I hope thofc that
know how much they were
engaged

29




Some 2aflanes of the Life

d with him in his ill
Courfes , will be fomewhat
touched with this tendernefs I
exprefs towards them @ and be
thercby the rather induced to
reflect on their Ways, and to
confider without prejudice or
paffion what fenfe this Noble
Lord had of their cafe, when he
came at laft ferioufly to reflect
upon his own.

I now turn to thofc pares of
this A ve, wherem T my
felf bore fome fhare, and which
I am to deliver upon the Ob-
fervations I made, after a long
and free Conyerfation .with
him for fome months. I was
not long in his Company,when
he told me, He fhould treat
me with more freedom than

d ever ufed to men of my
He  would “con-
ceal

and Death of John &, of Rochefter.

ceal none of his Principles from
me, but lay his thoughts open
without any Difguife 5 nor
would he do it to maintain
Debate, or fhew his Wit, but
lainly tell me what tmk with
F}lm sand protefted to me, That
he was not fo engaged ‘to his
old Maxims, as to refolve not
to change, but thatif |
be conving'd, he would
ratherto be of another mind s
Hk faid, He would imp:
I clore
him, and tell me freely
it did convince him, and \\Jl\n

it did not. - He exprefled this

tomeina
manner (()nquu that I ¢ ,nH
not bu cve h'm - And be
much taken w i
Difcourfe : S()

almoft all the P
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32 Some Paflages of the Life am Death of John €
and Revealed Religion, and of thiof | perl
Morality. He feemed pleafed, fome ¢

§ and in a great meafure fatified,

with what I faid upon many of

thefe Heads: And though our
freeft Converfation was when
wewercalone, yet upon fe

Y tal Occafions , other perfor

were Witnefles toit. I unde;

ftood from many hands that
my Company was not diftaftful
to him, and that the Subjeéts

| about which we talked moft
| were not unacceptable: and he
8 exprefled himfelf often, not ill

pleafed with many things I faid
©0 him, and particularly when I
vifited him 1n his laft Sicknefs,
fo that Thope it may not be al-
together unprofitable to publifh
the fubftance of thofe matters
about which We argued fo
freely, with our reafoning upon t cing
them D
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Some Paflages of the Lite

he was fo well, that he went
often abroad, and had great
Vivacity of Spirit. Sothat he
was under no fuch decay, as
either darkened or weakened
his Underftanding; Nor was
he any way troubled with the
Spleen, or Vapours, or under
the power - of Melancholy.
What he was then, compared
to what he h.

I could not fo well jud
bad feen him but twice bef
Others have told me they
ceived no difference in his parts.
This I mention more particular-
Iy, that it may not be thought
that Melancholy,or the want of
Spirits, made him more inclined
to receive any Impr for
indeed I never difcovered any
fuch thing in him. 3

Having

and Death of John &, of Rockiefter:

Having thus opened the way
to the Heads of our Difcourfe, I
{hall next mention them: The
three chief things We talked
about, were Morality, Natural
Religion and Revealed Religion
Chriftianity in particular. For
Morality, he confefled, He faw
the neceffity of it, both for the
Government of the World;
and for the prefervation of
Healch, Life and Pricnd{hip:
and was very much athamed
of his former Practices; rather
becaufe he had made himfelf
aBeaft, and had brought pain
and ficknefs on his Body, and
had fuffered much in his Re-
putation, than from any deep
fenfc of a Suprcam Being, or
another State : But fo far this
went with him,that he refolved
firmly to change the Coutfe of

bz hig
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Some Paflane
his Lifc jm‘h he thought he
:mumld‘ut by the ftudy of

Philofophy umhmuur a few no
L.» folid than pleafant Notions
concerning the folly and mad-
1 : but he confefled
1orfc for his paft

8 0f the Lite

iy as Injuries to
1 to Mankind,

1 matter of Spcculmun
\»hld\ but few either had the
leifure, or the d}mu[\ to en-
quire ¢ Principle
that muft ufo\m Mankind,
muft be (mxmwmu ey M
That Philofe-
Phyin matcers of Morality, be-
yond the great lines of our
Duty, had no very cerrain fixed
Rule,

nto.

A t
Underftanc ding.

anu Death of John &, of Roct
Ratle, but in the
and ances of
nt much by the Fancics-of
en, and Cuftoms of Nations;
nd confequently  conl
have Auchority enough
down the-Propenii

tare, Apv m or

that Maxjm of the 81
extirpace all fore of P

concern for any thing,

(«\‘ CIC L one nand, C -
defireable, becaufe if 1t could
be \m)m,)nml 1t Wou ke
all ¢ ccl ut’
Lehink it ¢

ture afte

it, will il

Yet on the other hmd
ved the Bonds of N
Eriendthip, and {la

'3

ened In=
duftry
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duftry which will move but
dully, without an inward heat:
Andif itdelivered a man from
many Troubles, it deprived him
of the chicf pleafures of Life,
which rife from Eriendfhip.
The other was concerning the
reftraine of pleafure, how far
that was to ‘go. Upon this he
told me the two Maxims of his
Morality then were, that he
thould do nothing to the hure
of any other, or that mighe
frqudice his own healeh: And
he thoughe that all pleafure,
when itdid not interfere, with
thefe, was to beindulged as the
gratification of our matural
Appetites. It feemed unreafon:
able to imagine thefe were put
to a man only to be reftrain-
ed, or cu:l‘.rd to fuch a narrow-

nels: This he

anu Death of John &, of Ro
free ufc of Wine and Wo-
men. : -

Tothis I anfwered, Thac if
Appetites being Natural , was
an Argument for the indul-
ging them, then the reveng
o R
ful might as well alledge it for
Mutrder, and the Covetous for
Stealing
no lefs kee
and yet it is acknowlec 1
thefe  Appetites ought to be

curb'd. If the difference is

urged from the Injury that
another I

rfon receives, the In-
. 1if a Mans Wife
Daug}

rupted :
aman toler his Appet
to Vagrant Lufts, and n
tranfgrefs in thefe parcicul
So there was no cu
Diforders, that nnft nife from

D 4 thence,
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Some Paffages of the Life

but doing to others what we
would have others do unto us,
was a juft Rule: Thof® men
then that knew how extream
fenfible they themfelves would
be of the difhonour of their
Families in the cafe of their
Wives ot Daughters, muft
needs condemn themfClves, for
doing that which they could
not bear from another: And
if the peace of Mankind,and the
entire fatisfaction of our whole
life, ought to be onc of the
chief meafures of our Actons,
then let all the World judge,
Whether a Man that confines
his Appetite, and lives contented
at home, is not much happier,
than thofe that let their Defires
runafter forbiddenObjects.The
thing being granted to be bet-
ter in ¢ felf, than the queftion

alis

anb Death of Jobn &, of Rochefter.

falls between the reftraint of
Appetite n fome Inftances ,
and the freedom of a mans
thoughts, the foundnefs of his
health, his application to Af
fairs, with the eafinefs of his
whole life. ~ Whether the one
isnot to be done before the
other? As to thedifficulty of
fucha reftraint, though itisnog
cafic to be done, when a man
allows himfelf many liberties; in
whichit is not poflible to ftop 5
Yet thofe who avoid the Occa-
fions that may kindle thefe im-
pure Flames, and keep them-
felves well employed, find the
Victory and Dominion over
them no fuch impoffible,, or
hard matter , as may feem at
firft view.  So that though the
Philofophy and Morality of this
Yoint were plin; Yer there is

not
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Some JPaflages of the Life

not ftrength _enough in that
Principle to fubdue Nature,and
Appetite. Upon this I urged,chat
Morality could not bea ftrong

i ilefsa man were dete
mined by aLaw
for if he only nn c
by Decency, or the Laws of the
Land , this would teach him
only to ufe fuch caution in his
ill Practices, that they fhould
not break out too vifibly: bug

/ him to an

inward and univerfal probity
That Vertue was of fo compli-
cated a Nature , thac unlefs a
man_came cntirely ‘within its
difcipling, he’ could not adhere

uhtHv to any one Precepe;

v Vices are often made ne-
ceflary {upports to onc another,
That this cannot be done, ei-
ther fteddily, or with any fatif-
3 faction,

anv Death of John &, of Rochefter, 45

faction , unlefs the Mind d
mwardly comply with, and de
light mn ¢ ¢ Dictaces of Virtue.
And that could not be effected,
€XCept a mans hat

»\\Hd”

ed by a high

that came :

ture woul

lofo bi

when it {

petites or Paflions as were much
kindled , or deeply rooted
the Confti 10f ones Body
y to hun
like Enthufiafme , or Cantis
He had no notion of it ; and fo
could n
comprehended the Dictates of
Reafon and Philofoph which
asthe Mind | became much ¢
verfant, there would {oo
low as he beliey

nderitand 1c: He

.ulmd




SomePailages of the Life
eafinefs in obeying its precepts:
Itold him on the other hand,
that all his Speculations of Phi-
lofophy would not ferve him in

any ftead, to the reforming of

his Nature and Life, il he ap-
plied himfelf to God for inward
affiftances. It was certain, that
the Impreffions made in his
Reafon governed him, as they
werc lively prefented to him :
but thefe arc {o apt to flip out
of our Memory, and we {0 apt
to turn our thoughts from
them; and at fome times the
contrary Impreffions are fo
ftrong, that let a man fet up a
reafoning in his Mind againft
them, he finds that Celcbrated
faying of the Poet,

Video

anb Death of John &, of Rochefter.

Video meliora probog; deteriora
[equor.

I fee what is better and approve
it : but follow what is worfe.

to be all that Philofophy will
amount to. Whereas thofe
who upon fuch Occafions ap-
ply themfelves to God, by ear-
neft Prayer, feel a difengage-
ment from fuch Impreffions,
and themfelves endued with a
power to refift them. So that
thofe bonds which formerly

held them, fall off. 4
This he faid muft be the
effet of a heat in Nature:
it was only the ftrong diverfion
of the thoughts, that gave the
feeming Victory , and he did
not doubt but if one could turn
to

"Hobbes |, 40696002
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lem in /1/ lid, or to
a Copy of Verfes, 1t
fameeffect. To
this I anfwered, That if fuch
Methods did only divert the
thoughs, there might be fom
force in what he faid : bue if
they not only drove out fuch
Inclinations, but begac Impref-
fions contrary to them , and
t men into a new difpo-
1d habit of mind; then
he m U” confefs tlkr«: was
fomewhat more than a Anu—
fion“in thefe changes, whi
were brought on our
by true_Devotion. - I -added;
thd <.1fnn and’ Experience
ut xmi\\\u‘n» that
petience with
>e thought the
f , fo'Reafon

on of eur
without 1— X4
peric

and Death of John &; of Rochefter.

petience had not fo convincing
an Opcrmon But thefe two
meeting together, muft needs
give a man all the (‘ns ¢tion
hc can defire.  He coule
fay, Tt wasunreafonable to be-
licve that the Supream Bei
might make fome rhomhts thi
in our Minds w Ath more or lefs
force, as it pleafed : Efpecially
the force of thefe motions, be-
ing, for moft pare, according
to the Impreffion that was
made on our Brains: which
that power that directed the
whole frame of Nature, could
make grow deeper. as 1t pleafed.
It was alfo reafonable to fup-
pofe Goda Being of fuch good-
nefs that he would give his
affiftance to fuch as defired ic:
For though he 'might upon
fome greater Occafions in an
E extra
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extraordinary manner  turn
fome peoples minds 5 Yet fince
he had endued Man with a
faculty of Reafon, it is fic that
men fhould employ that, as far
as they could; and beg his
affitance : which certainly they
can do. All this feemed rea-
fonable, and at leaft probable :
Now good men who felcupon
their frequent Applications to
God in prayer, a freedom from
thofe lli Imprefiions, that for-
merly fubdued them,an inward
loveto Vertue and true Good-
nefs, an cafinefs and delight in
all the parts of Holinefs, which
was fed and’ cherifhed in them
by a ferioutiefs in Prayer, and
did languifh as that went off,
had as real ‘a perception of an
mward ftrength in their Minds,
that did tife and fall with true

Devotion,

and Dedth of John &, of Rochefter.

Devotion, as they perceived the
ftrength of their Bodies in-
creafed or abated, according as
they had or wanted good
nourithment.

Afcer many Difcourfes upon
this Subjec, he ftill continued
to think all was the effe@ of
Fancy : He faid, That he under-
ftood nothing of it, but ac-
knowledged that he thoughe
they were very haypy whofe
Fancies were under the power
of fuch Impreflions § fince they
had fomewhat on which their
thoughts refted and centred :
But when'T faw hintin his laft
Sicknefs, He then told me, He
had another fenfe of what we
had talked concerning prayet
and inward affiftances.

This Subject led us to dif-
gourfe of God; and of the

2 No-
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Notion of Religion in general.
He believed there was a Su-
pream Beng: He could not
think the World was made by
chance, and the regular Courfe
of Nature feerried to demon-
ftrate the Eternal Power of its
Author. ‘This, he faid, he could
never. fhake off; but when he

came to explainghis Notion of

the Deity, he faids He looked
on it as a vaft Power that
Wrought every thing by the
neceffity of its Nature: and
thought that God had none of
thofc Affectiohs" of Love or
Hatred , which breed pertur-
bation in us, and, by confe-
quence he could not fee that
there wasto be either reward or
punihment.  He thought our
Coneeptions of God were fo
low, thiat we had beter not

think

and Death of John &, of Rach

think much of him: And to
love God feemed to him a pres
fumptuous thing, and the heat
of fanciful men. T}
he believed there fh
other Relig
a general Celebration of thac
Bung, in fome fhort Hymn:
All the other parts of Worlhip
he cftcemed the Tnventions of
Pricfls, to make the World be-
lieve they had a Secret of In-
cenfing and Appeafing God as
they pleafed. In a word, he
was neither perfwaded that
there was a fpecial Providence
about - Humane Affairs; Nor
that Prayers were of much ufe,
fince that was to look on God
as a weak Being, that would be
overcome with Impertumitics.
And for the ftacc after death,
though he tchought the Soul
E 3 di
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did not diffolve at death; Yet
he doubted much of Rewards
or Punifbments: the one he
thought too high for us to
attain, by our flight Services
and the other was too extream
to be inflicted for Sin. This
was the fubftance of his Specu-
ladions abeut God and Reli-
gion.

I told him his Notion of
Godwasfolow,thattheSupream
Being feemed to be nothing
buc Nature. - For if that being
had no freedom, nor choice
of its own Actions, nor ope-
rated by Wifdom or Goodnefs,
all' thofe Reafons which lead
him " to acknowledge 2 God,
were contrary to this Conceit s
for if the Order of the Univerfe
perfwaded him to think there
was a God, He muft at the fame
time

and Death of John &, of Rochefter.

time conceive him to be both
Wife and Good, as well as
powerful,fince thefc all appear'd
equally in the Creation: though
his Wifdom and Goodnefs had
ways of exerting themftlves,
that were far beyond our No-
tions or Meafures.  If God was
Wife and Good, he would na-
turally loveand be pleafed wich
thofe” that refembled him in
thefe Perfections, and diflike
thofc that were oppofite to him.
Every Rational Being naturally
loves it felf, and is delighted in
others like it felf, and saverfe
from what is not fo. Truthisa
Rational Natures acking in con-
formity to it fclf in all things,
and Goodnefs is an Inclination
to promote the happinefs of
other Beings: So Truth and

E 4  Goodnes
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Goodnefs were the effential per-
fections of cvery reafonable
Being, and certainly moft
eminently in the Deity: nor
docs his Mercy or Love raife
Paffion or Perturbation in Him
for we feel that o be a weaknefs
1n our felves, which indeed on-
ly flows from our want of
power, or skill to do whatwe
with ot defire : Tt is alfo reafon-
k ve God would affit
the Endeavours of the Good,
wich fome helps fuitable o
their Natare. And chat it couldt
not be imagined , that thofe
who imitated him, fhould not
be fpecially favoured by him :
and therefore fince thisdid nor
appear 1n this State, it was moft
reafonableto think it fhould be
w.another, where the Rewards

fhall

ant Death ot John ¢, of Rochelter.

fhall be an admiffion to a more
perfect State of Conformity to
God, with the felicity that fol-
lows it, and the Punithments
fhould bea total exclufion from
him, with all the horrour and
darknefs that muft follow thac.
Thefe feemed to be the natural
Refults of fuch feveral Courfes
of life, aswell asthe Effeéts of
Divine Juftice , Rewarding or
punithing. For fince he be-
lieved the Soul had a diftinét
fubfiftance, feparated from the
Body s Upon its diffolution
there was no reafon to think it
pafled into a State of utter Ob-
livion, of what it had been in
formerly : but that as the re-
fletions on the good orevil it
had done, muft raife joy or
horrour in it; So thofc good
or ill Difpofitions accompany-

ing
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g the departed Souls, they
muft cicher rifc up toa higher
Perfection, or fink to a more
depraved, and miferable Stae,
In this life variety of Affairs and
Objects do much cool and di-
vert our Minds; and are on
the one hand often great temp-
ations to the good, and give
the bad fome cafe in their
trouble; but ina State wherein
the Soul fhall be feparated from
fenfible things, and employed
mn a more quick and fublime
way of Operation, this muft
very much exale the Joys and
Improvements of the " good
andas much- heighten the hor-
rour and rage of the Wicked.
So that it feemed a vain thing
to pretend to believe a Supream
Beng, that is Wife and Good
as well as great, and nor to
think

anv Deach of John &, of Rochefter. 59

think a difcrimination will be
made betwteen the Good and
Bad, which, it is manifeft, is not
fully done in thi
As for the Government of
the World , if We believe the
Suprcam Power made it, there
is no reafon to think he does not
govern ic: For all that we can
fancy againfticis the diftraction
which that Infinite Variety of
Second Caufes, and the care of
their Concernments, muft give
to the firft, if it infpeéts them
all. Butasamong men, thofc of
weaker Capacitcs are wholly
taken up with fome one thing,
whereas thofe of moreenlarged
powers can,without diftraction,
have many things within their
care, asthe Eye can atonc view
receive a great Variety of Ob-
jects, in that narrow. Compafs,
without
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without confufion ; So if we
conceive the Divine Under-
ftanding to be as far above ours,
as his Power of creating and
framing the whole Univerfe, is
above our limited actvity s We
will no more think the Govern-
ment of the World a diftraction
to him : and if we have once
overcome this prejudice , We
fhall be ready to acknowledge a
Providence directing all Affairs,
a Gare well becoming the Great
Creator.

As for Worfhipping Him, if
we imagine our Worlhip is a
thing that adds to HisHappinefs
or gives Him fuch afond Plea-
furc as weak people have to
hear chemfelves commended ;
or that our repeated Addreflcs
dowovercome Him through our
meer Imporeanity , Wi have

certainly

anv Death of John &, of Rochefter.

certainly ~ very  unworthy
thoughts of him. The true
ends of Worfhip come within
another confideration : which
is this, A man s never entircly
Reformed, till a new Principle
governs histhoughts: Nothng
makes that Principle fo ftrong,
as deep and frequent Meditati-
ons of God; whofe Nature
though it be far above our
Comprehenfion, yet his Good-
nefsand Wifdom are fuch Per-
fections as fall within our Ima-
gination: And he that thinks of-
ten of Godsand confiders him as
governing the World, and as

ever obferving all his Actions,

will fecl a very fenfible effect
of ‘fuch Meditations, as they

grow more lively and frequent
with him 5 fo the end of Re-
ligious Worfhip either publick
or
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or private, is to make the Ap-
prehenfions of God, have a
decper root and a ftronger influ-
ence onus.  The frequent re-

turns of thefe are neceffary : |

Lett if we allow of too long
intervals between them, thefe
Impreflions may grow feebler;
and other Suggeftions may
come in their room: And the
Returns of Prayer are not to be
confidered as Favours extorted
by meer Importunity, but as
Rewards conferred on men fo
well difpofed, and prepared for
them: according to the Promi-
fes that God has made, foran-
fiwering our Prayers : thereby to
engage and nourith a devout
temper in us, which is the chief
zoot of all true Holinefs and
Vertue,

It

|
|

ann Death of John &, of Rochefter.

It is true we cannot have
fuitable Notions of the Di-
vine Effence; as indeed we
have no juft Ides of any Effence
whatfoever :  Since we com-
monly confider all things, ei-
ther by their outward Figure,
or by their Effects: and from
thence make Inferences what
their Nature muft be. So
though we cannot frame any
perfect Image in our Minds
of the Divinity, Yet we may
from the Difcoveries God has
made of Himfelf, form fuch
Conceptions of Him, as may
poflefs our Minds with greac
Reverence for Him, and be-
get in us fuch a Love of thofe
Perfections as to engage usto
imitate them. For when we
fay we love God 5 the meaning
is, We love that Being that s

Holy,
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Holy, Juft, Good, Wife; and
infinicely perfeét: And lovmg
thefe Attrbutes in that Object,
will certatnly carry us to defire
them in our fclves. For what
cver We love m another, We
maturally , according to the
degree of our love, endeavour
to refemble it. In fum, the
Loving and Wotthipping God,
though they are juftand reas
fonable returns and expreffions
of the fenfe We have of his
Goodnefs to us; Yet they are
exacted of us not only as a
Tribute toGod, but as a mean
to beget inus a Conformity to
his Nature, which is the chief
end of pure and undcfiled Reli-
gion.

If fome Men, have at feveral
times; found eut Inventionsto
Corrupt this; and chea¢’ the
World;

and Death of John &

World ; It is nothing but what
occurs in cvery fort of Em-
ployment, to \»hldx men be-
take themfelves.
Corrupt Phyfick ; Pe r/) F
have entangled the matte
Property , and all P
hm, béen vigiated by rllu Kna-
veries of a number of their
Calling.

Witch all thefe Difcourfes he
was not equally fatis
feemed convinced that
of God lmng much
n Mens minds, would be a
powerful means to reform the
World : and did not feem de-
termined againlt Providence 5
But for the next State, he
thoughe it more likely that the
Soul began anew, and th at her
fenfe of what fhe had done n
this Body, lying in the figares

F that
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that arc made in the Brain, as
foon as fhe diflodged, all thefe
perithed , and that the Soul
went into fome other State to
begin a new Courfe. Buc I faid
on this Head, That this was at
beft a conjecture, raifed in him
by his fancy: for he could
give no reafon to prove it truc ;
Nor was all the remembrance
our Souls had of paft things
feated in fome material figures
lodged in the Brain: Though
it could not be denied bur a
great deal of itlay in the Brain,
That we haye many abftracted
Notions and Idea’s of immate-
tial things.which depends not
on bodlly Figures: Some Sins,
fuch as Falihood , and ill Na-
ture were {eated in the Mind, as
Luit and Appetite were in the
Body : and as’ the wholc Body
was

and Death of John &, of Rochefter.

Organs of Sceing and Hearing,
fo was the Brain the Seat of
Memory: Yet the power and
faculty of Memory;as well as of
Secing and Hearing, lay -in the
Mind: and fo it wasno uncon-
ceivable thing that cither the
Soul by itsown ftrength, or by
the means of fome fubuler
Organs, which mighe be fitted
for-it in another flate, {ho_uld
fhll remember as well as think.
But indeed We know {o little of
the Nature of our Souls, that it
isa vain thing for us to raifc an
Hypothefis out of the con-
jectures We 11'.1" about it, or
1o reject one, becaufe of fome
difficulties that occur to us;
finceit is as hard tounderftand
how we remember things now,

E 2 as
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as how We fhall do it in ano-
ther State; only wearefure we
do it now, and fo we fhall be
then, when wedo it.

WhenT prefled him with the
fecree Joys that a good Man
fele, particularly as he drew
near Death, and the Horrours
of ill men efpecially at that
time ; He was willing to afcribe
it to the Impreffions they had
from their Education: But he
often confefled , that whether
the bufines of Religion was
trte or not, he thought thofe
who had the perfwafions of it,
and lived fo that they had quice
in their Confiiences, and be-

lieved  God  governed the
World, and acquiefced in his
Providence, and had the hope
of an endlefs blefiecdnefs in

another State, the happieft men
mn

1

an Death of John &, of Rocheftcr.

in the World : And faid, He
would give all that he was
Mafter of, to be under thofe
Perfwafions , and to have the
Supports and Joys thac muft
needs flow from them. 1 told
him the main Root of all Cor-
ruptions in Mens Principles was
theirill life; Whichas it dark-
ened their Minds, and difabled
them from difcerning beteer
things ; fo it made i neceflary
for them to feck out fuch Opi-
nions as might give them eafe
from thofe Clamours, that
would otherwife have been
raifed within them : He did not
deny but that after the doing
of fome things he felt great and
fevere Challenges within him-
felf: Buc he faid, He felc not
thefe after fome others which
wpuld perhaps }JU far greater
2

Sins,
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Sins, than thofe that affe@ted l

him morefenfibly : This Ifaid,
might flow from the Diforders
he had caft himfelf into, which
had corrupted. his judgment,
and vitiated his taft of things ;
and by his long continuance in,
and frequent repeating of fome
Immoralities, h¢ had made
them fo familiar to him, thae
they were become as it were
nataral : And then it was no
wonder if he had not fo exaét
a fenfe of what was Good or
Evil; as a Feaverifth-man cannot
judge of Tafts.

He did - acknowledge the
whole Syfteme of Religion, if
believed, was a greater founda-
tion of quict than any other
thing whatfocver : for all the
ct he had in his mind, was,
he could not think fo goga

anu Death of John &, of Rochelt

a Being as tlic Deity would
make him miferable. Tasked if
when by the ill courfe of hislife
he had brought fo many Difea-
fes on his Body, he could blame
God for it: or cxpect that he
fhould deliver him from them
by a Miracle. He confeffed
there was no reafon for that:
I then urged, thatif Sin fhould
caft the mind by a natural Ef-
fect, into endlefs Horrours and
Agonics, whichbeing feated in
a Being not fubject to Death,
muft laft for ever, unlefs fome
Miraculous Power interpofed,
could he accufe God for that
which was the effect of his own
choice and #ll Iife.

He faid, They were happy
that believed : for it wasnot in
gycry mans paw

And upon thiswe difcourfed
F 4 long
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long about Revealed Religi, 3
_He did not underitand

that bufinefs of Infpiration ; He
believed the Pen-men of the
1 and ho-

iw: bur could

how' God

thould reveal his Secrets to Man,
kind. ‘Why was not Man made
2 Creature more - difpofed for
Religion, and better Hlumina-
ted? He could not apprehend
how there fhould be any cor-
tupuon in the Nature of Man,
raLapfe rom Adam.

i ng his Mind

to on , was the putting it
in his power to :chear the
World : For Prophefics and Mi-

s tld had been al-
WJ)_S'L:I' ¢ Storics ; for
t‘,!c bold and u“nmn;r of
Contr mee with the

Simplicity

ann Death of John &, of Rochefter.
Simplicity and Credulity of the
People, things were cafily re-
ceived ;and being once received
pafled down wichout contra-
di¢tion. The Incoherences of
Stile in the Scriptures, the odd
Tranfitions, the feeming Con-
tradictions, chicfly about the
Order of time, the Cruclties
enjoyned the Ifraelites in de-
{troying the Canaanites , Cit-
cumcifion , and many other
Rites of the Fewifb Worfhip 5
feemed to him infutable to the
Divinc Nature: And the firft
chree Chapters of Gezefis, he
thought could not be true, un-
lefs they were Parables.  This
was the fubftance of what he
Excepted to Rezealed Religion
in general, and to the 0/d Tefla-
ment n particular.
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~ Tanfwerd to all this, that be-
lieving a thing upon the tefti-
mony of another, in other mat-
ters where there was no reafon
to fufpect the teftimony,chicfly
where it was confirmed by
other Circumftances, was not
only a reafonable thing, but it
.was the hinge on which all the
Government and Juftice in the
World depended : Since all
Courts of Juftice proceed upon
the Evidence given by Wit-
neffes; for the ufe of Writings
I but a thing more lacely
broughe into the World. So
then if the credibilicy of the
thing, the innocenceand difin-
terednefs of the Witneffes, the
number of them, and the pub-
hckgﬂ Confirmations that could
poflibly be given, do concur to
perfwade us of any master of
Fa

—

anuDeath of John &, of Rochelter.
Fa@, it isa vainthing to fay,
becaufe it is poffible for fo ma-
ny men toagree in a Lye, that
therefore thefe have done it. In
all other things a man gives his
affent when the credibility is
ftrong on the one fide,and there
appears nothing on the other
fide to ballance it. So fuch
numbers agreeing in their Teft-
mony to thefe Miracles; for
inftance of our Saviours calling
Lazarus out of.the Grave the
fourth day after he was buried,
and his own rifing again after
he was certainly dead ; If there
had been never fo many Im
poftures in the World, noman
can with any reafonable colour
pretend this was Wefind
both by the b and Roman
Writers thaclived in that time,
that oyr Saviour was Crucified :
and
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and thac all his Difciples and
Followers believed certainly
that he rofe again. . They be-
lieved this upon the Teftimony
of the Apoftles, and of many
hundreds who faw it, and died
confirming it : They went about
to perfivade the World of it
with great Zeal, though they
knew they were to get nothing
by it, but Reproach and Suffer-
ings: and by many wonders
which they wrought they con-
fitrmed their Teftimony. ~ Now
to avoidall this, by faying it is
poflible this might be a Contri-
vance,and to give no prefumpti-
on to make it {o mucﬁ as proba-
ble, that it was fo, is in plain
Englifh to fay, We are re folved
let the Fvidence be what it will,
We will not believe it.
He faid, Ifa man fays he can-

not

anv Death of John &, of Rochefrer, !

not believe, what help is there ?
for he was not mafter of his
own Belief, and believing was
at higheft but a probable Opi-
nion. To this I Anfwered, That
if aman will let a wanton con-
ceit poflefs his fancy againft
thefe things, and never confider
the Evidence for Religion on
the other hand, but reject i
upon a flight view of it, he
ought not to fay he cannot, but
he will not believe: and while
a man lives an ill courfe of life,
he is not fitly qualified to exa-
mine the matter aright. Let
him grow calm and vertuous,
and upon due application exa-
mine things fairly, and then lee
him pronounce according to

his Confcience, if to take 1t at its

loweft, the Reafons on the one
hand are not much ftronger
than
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than they are on the other. For
1 found he was fo poffeffed with
the general conceit that a mix-
ture of Knaves and Fools had
made all extraordinary things
afily believed, that it carried
him away to determine the
matter , without {o much as
looking on the Hiftorical Evi-
dence for the truth of €hrifi-
anity, which he had not en-
quired into, but had bent all
his Witand Study to the fup-
port of the other fide.  As for
that, that believing is ac beft bue
an Opiaion 5 if the Evidence be
but probable, it is {o: but if it
be fich that it cannot be
queftioned, it grows as certain
as knowledge: -For we arc no
lefs cereain that thereisa greae
Town called Conflantingple, the
Scat of the Ortoman Empire,

than

and Deathof John &, of Rochefter,

than that there is another called
London. Weas little doubt that
Queen Elizabeth once Reigned,
asthat King Charles now Reigns
in England.  So that belieying
may be as certain, and as liecle
fubject to doubting as fecing or
knowing.

There are two forts of be-
lieving Divine matters; the
one is wrought in us by our
comparing all the evidences of
matter of Fa&, for the confir-
mation of Revealed Religion;
with the Prophefics in the
Scripture ; where tHings were
punctually ~ prediéted ,  fome
Ages before their completion s
not in dark and doubtful words,
uttered like Oracles, which
might bend to any Event: Buc
in plain terms, as the forételling
that Cyrus by name fhould fend

the
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the Fews back from the Capti=
vity, after the fixed period of
feventy years : The Hiftory of
the Syrian and Egyptian Kings
fo punéually forcrold by Da-
niel, and the Prediction of the
deftruction of Ferafalem, with
many Circumftances relating to
1, made by our Saviour 5 joyn-
ing thefe tothe excellent Rule
and Defign of the Scripture in
matters of Morality, it 1s at leaft
as reafonable to believe chis as
any thing clfe in the World,
Yet fuch a believing as this, is
only a géneral perfwafion in
the Mind, which has not dhat
effect, dll aman applying him-
felf to the Ditections fee down
in: the Scriptures ( which upon
fuch Evidence cannot be denied,
to be as reafonable, as for a man
to follow the Prefcriptionsof a
learned

and Death of John &, of Rocheficr.

learned Phyfitian, and when
the Rules are both good and
eafic, to fubmit to them for the
recovering of his health) and by
following thefe, finds a power
entring within him, that frees
him from the flavery of his
Appetites and Paffions, that ex=
ales his Mind above the acci
dents of life, and fpreads an
inward purity in his Heart,
from which a ferenc and calm
Joy arifes within him: And
good men by the efficacy thefe
Methods have upon them, and
from the returns of their pray-
crs, and other endeavours,grow
affured that thefe things are
true, and anfwerable to the
Promifes they find regiftred in
Scripture. All this, he faid,
might be fancy : But to this'
anfwered; That as it wereun-

G reafonable
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reafonable to tell a man thatis
abroad, and knows he is awake,
that perhaps he isin a dream,
andin his Bed, and only thinks
he is abroad, or that as fome
goabout in their fleep, fo he
may be afleep ftill: So good
and  religious men know,
though others may be abufed;
by their fancies;that they are un-
der no fuch deception : and find
they are neither hot nor Enthu-
iaflical, but under the power
of calm and clear Principles.
All this he faid he did not un-
derftand, and that it was to aft
fergor beg the thing in Quefti-
on, which he could not com-
prehend.

As forthe poffibility of Re-
velation, it was a vain ‘thing to
d‘cny it: For as God gives us
the fenfe ‘of fecing  material

‘ann Death of John &E; of Rochefter.
Objects by our Eycs, and open-
ed in fome a capacity of ap-
prehending high and fublime
things ; of which other men
feemed utterly incapable: So it
was a2 weak affertion that God
cannot awaken a power in
fome mens Minds, to appre-
hend and know fome things,
in fuch a manner that others
arc not capable of it. This is
not half fo incredible to us as
fight is to a blind man,who yet
may be convinced there is a
firange power of feeing that
governs men, of which he finds
himfclf deprived.  As for the
capacity put Into fuch #hens
hands to deceive the World, We
are at the fame time to confi-
der, that befides the probity of
their tempers, It cannot be
thought but God can fo forcr

G2 bly
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bly bind up a man in fome
things that it fhould not be in
his power to dcliver them
otherwife then as he gives him
in Commiffion : befides the
Confirmation of Miracles are a

Divine Credential to warrant |

fuch perfons inwhat they deliver
to the World : which cannot be
imagined can be joyned to a
Lye, fince this were to put the
Omnipotence of God, to atteft
that which no honeft manwill
do. For the bufinefs of the
Fall of Man, and other things
of which we cannot perhaps
give our felves a perfect ‘ac-
count: We who cannot fa-
thome the Secrets of the Coun-
cel of God, do very unreafon-
ably to take on us'to reject an
excellent Syfteme of good and
holy Rules, ‘becaufe we €annot
fauisfic

anv Death of John &, of Rochefter.

fatisfie our felves about fome
difficulties inthem. Common
Experience tells us, There isa
great diforder in our Natures,
whichis not eafily rectified : All
Philofophers were fenfible of it,
and cvery man thatdefigns to
govern himfelf by Reafon, feels
the ftruggle between it and na-
ture : So that itis plain, thereis
a Lapfe of the high powers of
the Soul.

But why, faid he, could not
this be rectified, by fome plain
Rules given; but men muft
come and fhew a trick to per-
fwade the World they fpeak to
them in the Name of God? I
Anfwered, That Religion being
a defign to recover and fave
Mankind, was to be fo opened
as to awaken and work upon
all forts of people: and gene

G 3 rall y
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rally men of a fimplicity of
Mind, were thofc that were the
firteft Objeéts for God to thew
his favour to ;5 Therefore it was
neceffary that Meflengers fent
from Heaven fhould appear
with fuch allarming Evidences,
as might awaken the World,
and preparc them by fome afto-
nithing Signs, to liften to the
Doétrine they were to deliver.
Philofophy, that was only a mat-
ter of fine Speculation, Lnd few
Votaries: And as there was
no Authority in it to bind thé
World to believe its Dictates,
fo they were only received by
fome of nobler and refined
Natures, who could apply
themfelves to, and delight in
fuch Notions. But truc Reli-
gion was to be built on a Foun-

dation, that fhould carry more

weight

ann Death of John &. of Rochefter. g7

weight on it, and to have fuch
Convictions, as might not only
reach thofe who were already
difpofed to receive them , but
roufc up fuch as without great
and fenfible excitation would
have otherwife {lept on 1n their
ill Courfes.

Upon this and fome fuch
Occafions, 1 told him, I faw
the ill ufe he made of his Wi,
by which he flurred the graveft
things with a {light dath of his
Fancy: and the pleafure he
found in fuch wanton Exprefl-
ons, as calling the doing of Mi-
racles, The fhewing of a trick,did
really keep him from examining
them, with that care which fuch
things required.

For the 0ld Teftament, We
arc fo remote from that time,
We have fo lictle knowledge

G g of

bes | 40696002
‘Hobbes 1, 40696002



Some Paflages of the Life

of the Language in which it
was writ, have fo imperfect an
account of the Hiftory of thofe
Ages, know nothing of their
Cuftoms, Forms of Speech,
and the feveral Periods they
might have, by which they
reckoned their time, that it 1
rather a wonder We fhould
underftand fo much of it, than
that many
be fo dark «
it has to us Chriftians, s, that
from Writings which the Jems
acknowledge tobe divincly in-
fpired, itis manifeft the Meﬂnﬁ
was promifed before the De-
firuction of their “Templc :
which being done long ago s
and thefe Prophefics agrecing
to our Savic ur, and to no othcr,
Here 15 a great Confirmation
to the Gofpel. - Bue
though

and Death of John ¢, of Rochefter,

though many things in thefe
Books could not be underftood
by us, who live above 3000
years after the chief of them
Were written, it is no fuch ex-
traordinary matter.

For that of the Deftruction
of the Canaanites by the Ifrae-
lites, It is to be confidered,
that if God had fent a Plague
among them all, that could
not have been found faule with.
If then God had a Right to take
away their Lives, without In-
juftice or Cruelty , he had a
Right toappoint othersto doit,
as well to execute it by amore
immediatc way : And the taking
away people by the Sword, isa
much gender way of dying,
than to be fmitten with a
Plagucor a Famine. And for
the Children that were Inno-

cent
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cent of their Fathers faults, God
could in another State make
that up to them. So all the
difficulty is, Why were the Ifra-
elites commanded to exccute a
thing of fuch Barbarity > But
this will not feem fo hard, if
we confider that this was to be
10 Precedent, for future times:
fince they did not do it but up-
on fpecial Warrant and Com-
miffion from Heaven, evidenc’d
to all the World by fuchmigh-
ty Miracles asdid plainly fhew,
That they were particularly de-
fign'd by God to be the Execu-
tioners of his Juftice. And God
by imploying them info fevere
a Service, intended to poflefs
them with great horrour of
Idolatry, whichwas punifhed in
{0 extream a manner.

For

ann Death of John &, of Rochefter. g

Tor the Rites of their Reli-
gion, Wecanill judge of them,
Except We perfeétly under-
ftood the Idolatries round a-
bout them: To which we find
they were much inclined: So
they were to be bent by other
Rites to an extream averfion
from them: And yet by the
pomp of many of their Cere-
monies and Sacrifices, great In-

* dulgences were given to a peo-

ple naturally fond of a vifible
{plendor in Religious Worthip.
In all which, if we cannot de-
fcend to fuch fatisfactory An-
fiers in every particular; as a
curious man would defire, it is
no wonder. The long interval
of time, and other accidents,
have woin out thofe things
which were neceffary to give us
a clearer light into the meaning.
of
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of them. And for the ftory

r)f the Creation, how far fome

things in it may be Parabolical,

and how far Hiftorical, has
been much difputed : there is
nothing in it that may not be
hiftorically true. For if ic be
acknowledged that Spirits can
form Voices in the Air, for
which wehave as good Autho-
tity as for any thing in Hiftory ;

Then it is no wonder that Eze
being o latcly created, mighe
be deceived, and think a Serpent
fpake to her, when the Eyil Spi-
tit framed the Voice.

- Buc inall thefe things I told
him he was in thewrong way,
when he examined the bufinefs
of Religion, by fome dark
parts of Scripture: Therefore
I defired him to confider the
whole  Contexture  of the
Chriflian

anu Death of John &, of Rochefter.
Chriftian Religion, the Rules it
gives, and the Methods it pre-
fcribes.  Nothing can conduce
more to the peace, order and
happinefs of the World, than
to be governed by its Rules.
Nothing is more for the Inte-
tefts of every man in particular:
The Rules of Sobriety, Tempe-
rance and Moderation, were
the ‘beft Prefervers of life, and
which was perhaps more, of
Health.  Humuility, Contempt
of the Vanities of the World,
and the being well employed,
raifes a mans Mind to a free-
dom from the Follies and
Temptations that haunted the
greate part.  Nothing was
fo Generous and Great as to
fupply the Neeeffivies of the
Poor, and to forgive Injuries:
Nothing raifed and maintained
a mans

23
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a mans Reputation fo much, as
to be exactly juft, and merciful ;
Kind, Charitable and Compaf-
fionate: Nothing opened the
powers of amans Soul {o much
as a calm Temper, a ferene
Mind, frec of Paffion and Dif-
order : Nothing made Societics,
Families, and Neighbourhoods
fo happy, as when thefc Rules
which the Gofpel prefcribes,
took place, Of doing as we would
haveothers do to us; and. loving
our Neighbours as our [elves.

The Chriftian Worfbip was
alfo plain and fimple; fuitable
o fo pure a Doctrine. The
Ceremonics of it were few and
fignificant, as the admiffion to
it by a wafhing with Water,and
the Memorial of our Saviour’s
Death in Bread and Wine ; The
Motives in it to per{wade to

this

and Death of John &, of Rochefter.
this Purity, were ftrong: That
God feesus, and will Judge us
for all our Aétions: That we
fhall be for ever happy or mife-
rable, as we pafs our Lives here:
The Example of our Saviour’s
Life, and the great expreffions
of his Love in Dying for us,
are mighty Engagements to
Obey and Imitate him. The
plain way of Expreffion ufed
by our Saviourand his Apoftles,
fhews there was no Artifice,
where there was fo much Sim-
plicity ufed: There were no
Secrets kept only among the
Pricfts, but every thing was
open to all  Chriftians : The
Rewards of Holine(s are not
entircly put over to ano-
ther State, but good men arc
fpecially blet with peace in
their Confciences, great Joy lin

the
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the Confidence they have of
the Love of God, and of fee-
ing Him for ever: Andoften a
fignal Courfe of Bleflings fol-
lows them in their whole Lives:
But if at other times Calamitics
fell on them thefe were fo much
mitigated by the Patience they
were taught, and the inward
Affiftances , “with which they
were furnithed, chac even thofe
Crofles were converted to Blef-
fings.

I defired he would Jay all
thefe things together , and fec
what he could except to them,
to make him think this was a
Contrivance. Intereft appears
in all ‘Humane Contrivances :
Our Saviour plainly had none ;
He avoided Applaufc, with-
drew Himfelf from the Offers
of a Crown: He fubmitted to
Poverty

ant Death of John &, of Rochefter,

Poverty and Reproach, and
much Contradiction in his Life,
and to a moft ignominious and
painful Death, His Apoftles had
nonc neither,They did not pre-
tend cither to Power or Wealths
But dclivered a Doétrine that
muft needs condemn them, if
they ever made fuch ufe of it ¢
They declared their Commiffi-
on fully without refervestill o-
ther times: They Recorded their
own Weaknefs : Some of them
wrought with their own hands ¢
and when they received the
Charities of their Converts, it

was not fo much to fupply
their own Neceflities , o
diftribute to others: They knew

they were to fuffer much for
giving their Teftimonics, to
what they had feen and heard
Inwhich fo many ina thing fo

H vifible,
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vifible, as Chrifts Refurrection
and Afcenfion,and the Effufion
of the Holy Ghoft which He
had promifed, could not be
deceived: And they gave fuch
publick Confirmations, of it by
the Wonders they themfelves
rrought, that great multicudes
were converted to a Doctrine,
which, befides the oppofition
it gave to Luft and Paffion, was
born down and Perfecuted for
300 years: and yet its force was
fuch, thatit not only weathered
out all thofe Storn’;, but even
grew and fpread vaftly under
them.  Pliny about threefcore
years afecr, found their Num-
bers great and their Lives Inno-
cent: and even Lucian amidft
all his Raillery, gives a high
Teftimony to their Chanty
and Contempt of Life, and the

other

qno Deathy of John &, of Rochefter.

other Vertues of the Chriftians ;
which is likewife more than
once done by Malice it felf, 7u
lianthe Apoftate. ;
If a man will lay all this i
one Ballance; and compare with
it the few Exceptions brought
to it, he will foon find I}ow
firong the one, and how flight
the other are. Therefore it was
an improper Way, to begin at
fome Cavils about fome Paffa-
gesin the New Teflament, ot the
0ld, and from thence to pre-
poffefs ons Mind againtt the
whole.  The right method had
been fitft to confider the whole
matter, and from fo general a
yiew to defcend to more part-
cular Enquirics : whereas they
fuffered their Minds to be fore-
flalled with Prejudices; fo thae
they never examumed the matter

99
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To the greateft pare of this
he feemed to affent, only he
excepted to the belief of Myfte-
ties 1n the Chriftian Religion ;
which he thought no man
could do, fince 1t is not in a
mans power to believe that
which he cannot comprehend::
and of which He can have no
Notion. The believing Myfte-
rics he faid, made way for all
the Juglings of Pricfts, for they
getting the people under them
in that Poing, fet'out to them
what they pleafed ; and giving
ita hard Name, and ml‘lmg ;;
a Myfiery, The people were
E;v:mcd, and eafily believed ir.
The reftraining a Man from the
ufe of Women, . Except one in
the way of Marriage, and de-
nying the remedy of Divorce,
he thoughe unreafonable Impo-

fitions

anuDeath of John &, of Rochclier. go1x
fitions on the Freedom of Man-
tind: And the bufinefs of the
Clergy, and their Maintenance,
with the belief of fome Autho-
rity and Power conveyed in
their Orders, looke, ‘as he
thought, like a piece of Con-
wivance: And why, faid he,
muft a man tell me, Tcannot
be faved, unlefs I believe things
againft my Reafon, and then
that T muit pay him for telling
me of them ¢ Thefe were all the
Exceptions which at any time I
heard from himro Chriftianity.
To which I made thefe An-
fwers.

For Myfterics itis plain there
is in every thing fomewhat chat
is unaccountable. - How - Adi-
mals or Men are formed in
their Mothers bellics, how Seeds
grow in the Earth, how the

H3z  Soul
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Soul dwells 1 the Body, and
aétsand moves it; How we re-
rain the Figures of fo many
wordsor things in our Memo-
ries, and how We draw them
out fo cafily and orderly in our
Thoughts or Difcourfes? How
Sight and Hearing were fo
quick and diftinét , how We
move, and how Bodies were
compounded and united ? Thefe
things ifwe follow them into
all the Difficultics, that we may
taife about them,-will appear
every whit as unaccountable as
any Myftery of Religion: Anda
blind or deaf man would judge
Sight or ‘Hearing as incredible,
as any. Myftery may be judged
by us: For our Reafon is not
equal o them. In the fame
rank, different degrees of Age
or Capacity raife fome far
above

tand Death of John &, of Rochelter. 403

above others: So that Children
cannot fathome the Learning,
nor weak perfons the Counfels
of more illuminated Minds:
Therefore it was no wonder if
we could not underftand theDi-
vine Effence: We cannot 1ima-
gine how two fuch different
Natures as a Soul and a Body
fhould fo unite_together, and
be mutually affected with one
anothers Concerns, and how
the Soul has onc Principle of
Reafon, by which it acts Intel-
lectually , and another of life
by which it joyns tothe Body
and aéts Vially 5 two Princ
ples fo widely differing both in
their Nature and Operationy
and yet united in one and the
fame Perfon.  There might be
as many hard Arguments
broughe “againtt the poflibiliey.
H 4 0!
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of thefe things;which yet every
one knows to be triic, from
Speculative Notions, gainft
the Myfierics mentioned in the
Seriptures.  As thar of the
Zrinity, That in one Fffence
there are three different Prin-
giples of Operation, which; for
want of terms fir to exprefs
them by, We call Perfonsand are
called jn Scripture 7he 7
Son, and Holy ¢ vhoft
Second of thefe d
felf in a moft Intimate manner
with the Humanc Nature of
JefusChrift: And that the
erings he underwent; wer
cepted of God as a Sacrifice
our Sins;
Crre

ather,
, and that the
id unite Him-

Lif~
ac-
for
Who thereupon con-
on Him a Power of
granung Feernal Life to ]]
fubmit to the Terms on wi
He offers jr; Ang

thac
hich
that the

matter

and Death of John &, of Rochelter.

matter of which our Bodies
orice confifted, which may be
as juftly called the Bodies we
laid down at our Deaths, as
thefe can be faid to be the Bo-
dies which We formerly lived
in,being refined and mad; more
fpiricual , fhall be reunited to
our Souls, and become a fit In-
ftrument for them in a more
perfect Eftatc: And that God
nwardly bends and moves our
Wills, by fuch Impreflions, as
hecan make on our Bodies and

Minds. .
Thefe, which are the chief
Myfteries of our Religion, are
neither fo unreafonable , thae
any other Objection lies againft
them, bu chis, chac they agtee
not with our Common Noti-
ons, nor {o unaccountable that
fomewhat like them, c;um]ot
be

105
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be afligned in other things,
which are believed really to be,
though the manner of them
cannot be apprehended: So
this ought not to be any juft
Objection to the fubmiffion of
our Reafon to what we cannot
{0 well conceive, provided our
Dbeliet of it be well grounded.
There have been too many
Niceties brought indeed , ra-
ther to darken then explain
thefe : They have been defend-
ed by weak Arguments, and
illuftrated by Similies not al-
ways {o very apt and pertinent.
And new fubrilties have been
added, which have rather per-
plexed than eleared them. ~Ajl
this cannot be denicd; the
Oplpoﬁnon of Heretichs angi-
ently, ~occafioned too much
Curiofity among the Fathers :

Which
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Which the School-men have
wonderfully anced of late
times.  But if Myfteries were
received, rather in the fimpli-
city in which they are delivered
in the Scriptures, than accor-
ding to the defcantings of fan-
ciful men upon them, they
would not appear much more
incredible, than fome of the
common Objeéts of fenfe and
perception. And it isa needlefs
fear thac if fome Myfteries are
acknowledged, which are plain-
Iy mentioned in the New Zeflas
ment 5 i will then be in the
Power of ghe Pricfts to add
more at their pleafure. Foritis
an abfurd Inference from our
being bound to affent to fome
Truthsabout theDivine Eflence,
of which the mant
underftood;to arg
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fore in an Object prefented
duly to our Senfes, fuch as
Bread and Wine, We fhould be
bound to belicve againft cheir
Tcﬂunon_v, that it is not what
our Senfes perceived it to « be,
but the whole Fle/b and Blood
of Chrift; anentire Body beine
n every Crumb and Drop of
it. It not lﬂdCCd n a mans
er to believe thus againgt
his Senfe and Reafon, where the
Objeét is proportioned  to
them, and fiely applied, and the
Organs are under no indifpofiti-
on or diforder. It is certain thae
no Myftery is to be admitted
but upon “very clear and ey
prefs Authorities from Sun}')-
wre, which could not reafon-
ably be. underftood in any
other fenfe,  And though a
man cannot form an explicice
Notion

anb Death of John &, of Rocheller. 09

Notion of a Myftery, for then
it would beno longer a Myfte-
1y, Yetin general he may be-
lievea thing to be, though he
cannot give himfelf a particu-
lar account of the way of it:
or rather though he cannot
Anfwer fome Objections which
lic againft it. We know We
believe many fuch in Humane
matters, which are more within
our reach : and it Is very un-
reafonable tofay, We may not
do it in Divine things,which are
much more above our Appre-
henfions.

For the fevere Reftraint of
the ufc of Women, it is hard
to deny that Priviledge to Jefus
Chrift as a Law-Giver, to lay
fuch Reftraints, asall inferiour
Legiflators do 5 who when they
find the Libertics their Sub-

jects
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jeéts wake, prove hurtful to
them, fec fuch Limits; and
make fuch Regulations, as thcy
judge neceffary and expedient.
It cannot be faid but the Re-

{raint of Appetiteisnece ary in
e Inft  and if it is pe-

wefe, perhaps other

¢ 1o lefs neceffary,

d fecure them. For

i it be acknowledged that Men

have a property in their Wives

and Daughters,” fo that to defile
the one, o corrupt the other,
aninjuft and injarious thing ;

It is certain, that excepta man

carcfully governs his Appetites,

he will' break through thefs

Reftraints: and therefore our

Say knowing that nothing

could {0 effectually deliver the

World from the mifchief of

unreftrained Appetite ,as fuch

a Cons

anv Death of John &, of Rochelter. ¢4y

a Confinement, mighe very
reafonably enjoyn it.  And in
all fuch Cafes We are to bal-
lance the Inconveniences on
both hands, and where We
find they are heavieft, We are
to acknowledge the Equity of
the Law. On the onc hand
there is no prejudice, but the
reftraint of Appetite; On the
other, are the mifchiefs of be-
ing given up to pleafure, of
running inordinately into i,
of breaking the quiet of our
own Family at home, and of
others abroad: the ingaging
into much Paffion;, the doing
many falfe and impious things
to compafs what is dclx_rcd, the
‘Waft of mens Eftates, time, and
health. Now let any man
judge, Whether the prejudices
on this fide, arc not greater,
than
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than that fingle one of the o-
ther fide, of l)ulw denied fome
pleafure? For Po 7»’g(w/)' it is bae
reafonable fince Women are

equally concernd in the Laws

of Marriage, that they fhould

be Lomvkm{ as well as Men:

But ina State of Polygamy they
are under great mufery and
Jjealoufie , and are indeed bar-
paroufly ufed. Man
alfo of a fociable
Friend(bip and-Converfe Wcr»
among the Primitive Intend-
ments ot Marriage, in which as
far as the Man may excel the
Wifc in greatnels of Mind, and
ﬂCls.][Oﬁ Knowledge, the Wif:
{fomeway maakes that up w ith
her Affes ionand tend ler Care:
S0 that from both happily
mixed, there arifesa (Iumonv
which is to verwons Minds
one

being

ano Death of John &, of Rochelter,

one of the greateft joys of life :
Buc all chis is gone in a ftate of
Polygamy, which occafions per-
pecual Jarrings and  Jealou-
fies. Andthe Variety does buc
(.n"'l"(. men to a freer R: ange
pluﬁm , which is not to be
puc in the Ballance with the far
greater  Mifchiefs that muft
follow the other courfe. So
that it is plain, Our Saviour
confidered the Nature of Man,
what it could bear, and what
was fit for it, when he fo re-
ftrained us in thefe our Liber-
ties.  And for Divorcea power
to breakthat Bond would too

much cncourage married §
fons in the liccle Lju‘m\llmr»
that may rifc between chem 5 If
it were 1n their power to def
one from another.  For when
they know'that cannot be, and
1 thag

e

1
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that chey muft live and dic to-
gether, it docs naturally incline
themto lay down their Refent-
ments , and to endeavour to
live as well together as they
can.  So the Law of the Gof-
pel being a Law of Love, de-
figned to engage Chriflians to
wal love; It was fit that all
fuch  Provifions fhould ~ be
made, as might advance and
maintain it: and all fuch Liber-
tics be takenaway, asare apt to
enkindle or foment firife. This
ight fall in fome inftances o
be uncafic and hard enough,
but Laws confider what falls out
moft commonly, and cannot
provide for all particular Cafes,

1 Laws are in fome In-
at gricvances.
¢ Advantages being bal-
with the Inconveniences,
Mea-

5]
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Meafures are to be taken accor-
dingly. Upon this whole mat-
ter I faid, That pleafure ftood
in oppofition to other Confide-
rations of great Weight, and fo
the decifion was cafie. And fince
our Saviour offers us fo great
Rewards. It 1s but reafonable
He have a Priviledge of loading
thefc Promifes with fuch Con-
ditions, as are not in themfelves
grateful to pur natural Inchina-
tions : For all that propofc high
Rewards, have thereby a righe
to exact difficult performan-

CCs.

To this he faid, Weare fure
the terms are difficule, buc are
not {o fure of the Rewards. Up-
on this I told him, That we have
the fame affurance of the Re-
wards, thac we have of the

2 other
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other parts of Chriflian Reli-
gion. We have the Promifes
of God made to us by Chrift,
confirmed by many Miracles:
We have the Earnéfts of thefe,
in the quict and peace which
follows a 'good Confcience :
and in the Refurrection of
Him from the dead, who hach
promifed to raifc us up. So
that the Reward is fufficient
ly affured to us: And there s
10 reafon it fhould be given to
us, before the Conditions are
performed, on which the Pro-
mifes are made. It is bue rea-
fonable that we fhould truft
God, and'do our Duty, I»
hopes of that eternal Life, which
God why cannot lie, hath promi-
fed ~The Difficultics are not
fo great, -as thofe which fome-
times the commoneft concerns

of
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of Life bring upon us: The
Jearning fome Trades or Sci-
ences, the governing  our
Healch and Affairs , bring us
often under as: great ftraights.
So that it ought to be no juft
prejudice, that there are fome
things in Religion that are un-
eafie, fince this is rather the
effect of our corrupt N1}turcs‘,
whichare farther depravid by
vitious habits, and can hardly
turn to any new gourfc of _h‘tc,
without fome pain, than of the
Dicates of Chriftianity, which
are in themfelves juft and rea-
fonable, and will be eafic to us
when renew'd, and ina good
meafure reftor'd to our Prmi-
tive Integrity. ;

As for the Exceptions he
had to the Maintenance of the
Clergy , and the Authority to

4 I3 which
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which they pretended ; if they
ftretched their Defigns too far,
The Gofpel did planly reprove
them forit: So that it was very
fuitable to that Church, which
was {o grofly faulty this way,
fo take the Scriptures out of the
hands of the people, fince they
do o manifeftly difclaim all
fuch practices. “The Pricfts of
the truc Chriftian Religion have
no fecrets among them, which
the World muft not know, but
arc only an Order of ‘Men de-
dicated to God , to attend on
Sacred things, who ought to be
holy in a more peculiar man-
ner, fince they are to handle
the things of God. It was ne-
ceffary that fuch perfons fhould
have ‘a due Eftcem paid them,
and a fit Maintenance appoint-
ed for them: That fo they
might

anv Death of John &, of Rochefter.
might be preferved from the
Contempt that follows Pover-
ty, and the Diftractions which
the providing againft it might
otherways involve thcn} m:
And as n the Order of the
World, it was neceffary for
the fupport of Magiftracy and
Government, and for prefer-
ving its efteem, that fome ftace
be ufed (thoughitis a happi-
nefs when Great Men have
Philofophical Minds, to defpife
the Pageantry of i) So the
plentiful fupply of the Clergy,
if well ufed ‘and applied by
them, will certainly tarn to the
Advantage of Religion. And if
fome men cither through Am-
bition or Covetoufnefs ufed in-

dire@ means, or fervile Com-

pliances to afpire to fuch Dig-
pities, and being pofietled of

14 them
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them, applied their Wealth ei-
ther to Luxury or Vain i‘om}v,
or made great Fortunes out of
it for their Familics; thefe were
perfonal failings in which the
Doétrine of Chrift was not cor-
cerned.

He upon that told mc plain-
Iy, There was nothing chat gave
him, and many others, a more
encouragement in their
ill ways,than dmrhu(bwhuprc«
tended 1o believe, lived fo that
they, could not be thought to
be'in carneft, when they faidic;
For he¢ was fure Religion was
cither a' meer Contnivanee, or
the moft importanc thing chac
could: be: So that if he once
believed, he would fer himfelf
In great carneft to Jive {uitably
fo it. . The afpirings thac he
had obferved ac Court, of fome

of

of the Clergy, with thefervile
wys they took to attain to
Preferment , and the Animofi-
ties. among thofc of feveral
Partics, about trifles, made him
often think they fufpeced the
things were not true, which in
their Sermons and Difcourfes
they fo ecarneflly recom-
mended.  Of this he had ga-
thered many Inftances; I knew
fome of them were Miftakes
and Calumnies; Yet I could
not deny but fomething of
them mghe be too truc : And
1 publifh this the more frecly,
toput all that pretend o Reli-
gion, chiefly thofe that are de-
dicated to holy Functions, in
mind of the great Obhganc‘nu
that lies on them to live futably
to their Profeffion: Since other-
wife a greatdeal of the Irreli-

glon

by
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gionand Atheifm that is among
us, may too juftly be chargcci
on them : for wicked men are
delighted out of meafure when
they difcover ill things in them
and conclude from thence not
only that they are Hypocrites
but that Religion it felf is a
cheat.
Buc I faid to him upon this
Head , that though no good
man could continue in the
practice of any known fin, yee
fuch might, by the violence or
furpife of a “Temptation, to
which they are liable as much
as others, be of 2 fudden over-
come to doan ill ching, to their
great gricf all cheir life after.
And then it was a very njuft
Inference, Upon fome few
failings, to conclude that fuch
men da not believe themfelves,
Bug

ano Death of John &, of Rochelter. 153

But how bad foever many are,
it cannot be denied but there
are alfo many both of the
Clergy and Laity, who ;_v‘i\'c
great and real Demonftrations
of the power Religion hasover
them 3 in their Contempt of
the World, the ftrictnefs of their
Lives, their readinefs to forgive
Injurics , to relieve the Poor,
and to do good on all Occafi-
ons: and yet even thefe may
have their failingscither in fuch
things wherein their Conflitu-
tionsare weak, or their Tempta-
tions ftrong and fuddain: And
in all fuch cafes We are to
judge of men, rather by the
courfe of their Lives, than by
the Errors, thae they through
infirmity or furprize may have
{lipt into.

Thefe

e

16
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Thefe were the chief Heads
we difcourfed on ; and as far as
I can remember, I have faith-
fully repeated the fubftance of
our Arguments: I have not
concealed the ftrongeft things
he faid to me, bur though 1
have not enlarged on all the
Excurfions of his Wit in fee-
ting them off, YetI have given
them their full frength, as he
expreffed them; and as faras [
could recollet, have ufed his
own words: So thatI am afraid
fome may cenfure me for fec-
tng down thefe things fo
largely , which Impious Men
may make an ill ufe of, and
gather together to encourage
and defend themfelves in chejr
Vices: But if they will com-
parc them with the Anfwers
made to them , and the fenfe
that

ann Death of Joha &, of Rochefter. ;5 5

that fo greatand refined a Wit
had of them afterwards, I hope
they may through the blefling
of God be not altogether inef=
fectual. :

The iffuc of all our Dif-
courfes was this,He told me, He
faw Vice and Impicty were as
contrary to Humane Socety, as
wild Beafts let loofe would bej
and therefore he firmly refolved
to change the whole method of
hisLifc: to become ftrictly juft
and true, to be Chaftand Tem-
perate, to forbear Swearing and
Trrcligious lecoprfc, to Wor-
fhip and Pray to his Maker: And
that though he was norarrived
ata full perfwafion of Chrifli-
anity, he would never employ
his Wit more to run it down,or
to corrupt others.

of
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Of which I have fince a fur-
ther affurance, from a Petfon of
Qualicy, who converfed much
with him, the latt year of his
life ; to whom he would often
fay, Thae he was happy, if he
did believe, and that hé would
never cndeavour to draw him
from it.

To all this I Anfwered, That
a Vertuous Life would be very
uncafic to him, unlefs Vicious
Inclinations were removed: It
would otherwife be a perpetual
conftraint. Nor could it be
effected without an inward
Principle to change him: and
that was only o be had by ap-

plying himfelf o God for it
in frequent and earneft Pray-
ers: And I was fure if his Mind
were once cleared of thefe Dif>
orders, and cured of thofe

Diftem-

anv Death of John &, of Rochefter. y27

Diftem pers,which Vice brought
onit, {o great an Underftanding
would foon fee through all
thofe flights of Wit,that do feed
Atheifm and Irreligion : which
have a falfe glittering in them,
that dazles fome weak-fighted
Minds, who have not capacity
cnough to penetrate furcher
than the Surfaces of things:
and fo they ftick in thefe Toyls,
which the ftrength of his Mind
would foon break thorough, if
it were once freed from thofe
things that deprefled and dark-
enedit.

At this pafs he was when he
went from London, about the
beginning of Apri/ : He had
not been long in the Country
when he thought he was fo
well, that being to go to his
Eftate in Somerfet/bire he rode

thither
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thither Poft. This heat and
violenit motion did fo inflame
an Uleer, that was in his Blad-
der, thac it raifed a very great
pain in thofe parts: Ye
with much difficuley ¢
back by Coach to the Tod
at Woodftock-Park, He was then
wounded both in Body and
Mind : He underftood Phyfick
and his own Conftitution and
Diftemper fo well, that he con-
cluded he could hardly reco-
ver: For the Ulcer broke and
vaft quantities of purulent mac-
ter paft with his Urine. But
now the Hand of God touched
him, andas he told me, Tt was
not enly a general dark Me-
lancholy over his Mind, fuch
feles buca
03 cutting Sor-
row.  So that though in his

Body

and Death of John &, of Rochefter. 199

Body he fuffered extream pain,
for fome Wecks; Yet the Ago-
nies of his Mind fometimes
fivallowed up the fenfe of what
he felt in his Body. He told
me, and gave it me in charge,
to tell 1t to one for whom he
was much concern’d, that
though there were nothing to
come after this life, Yet allthe
Pleafures he had ever known in
Sin, were not worth that torture
he had fele in his Mind:He confi-
dered he had not only neglected
and difhonoured, but had open-
ly defied his Maker, and had
drawn many othets into the
like Impieties: So that he look-
ed on huimfelf as one that was
in great danger of being
damn’d. = He then fee himfelf
wholly to turnto God unfeign-
edly, and to do all that was
. K poffible

e e e




Some Paffages of the Life

poffible in that little remainder
of his life which was before
him, to redeem thofe great
portions of it, thathe had for-
merly {o ill employed. The
Minifter that attended” con-
ftantly on him, was that good
and worthy Man Mr. Par rfons,
his Mothers Chaplain,who hath
fince his Death Preached, ac-
cording to the Directions he
received from him, his Funeral
Sexmon: in which there are fo
many remarkable Paffages, that
1 fhall refer my Reader to them,
and will repeat none of them
here, that I may not thereby
feflen his defirc to edifie himfelf
by_that excellent Difcourfe ,
which has given fo grear and
fo general a fatsfattion to all
good and judicious Readers. ~ T
thall fpeak curforily of every
thing,

anyDeath of John €, of Rochelter. 131

thing , but that w hich T had
immediatcly from himfGlf : He
was vifited every Week of his
Sicknefs by his Diocefar , that
truly Primitive Prelate,the Lord
Bithop of Oxfords who though
he lived fix miles feom him, yet
looked on this as fo important
a piecc of his Paftoral Care,
that he went often to him ; and
weated him wich that d
phinnefs and freedom which is
fo nawral to him; took
care alfo that he mig
terms more eafic than fafe, be
at peace with himfelf. Dr. Mar-
fhal the Learned and Worthy
Reftor of Lincoln-Colledge in
Oxford , being the Minifter of
¢he Parifh, was alfo frequently
swith him : and by thefe helps
he was fo directed and fuppore-
¢d, that he might not on the

K 2 one
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one hand fatisfic himfelf with
too fuperficial a Repentance,
noron the other hand be our
of meafure opprefled with a
Sorrow without hope. As foon
as I heard he was ill, but yet in
fuch a condition that I might
write to him, I wrote a Letter
to the beft purpofe I could,
He ordered one that was then
with him, to affure me it was
very welcome to him: but not
fatsfied with that, he fent me
an Anfwer, which, as the Coun-
tefs of Rochefler his Mother told
me, he dictated every word, and
then figned it. I wasonce upe
willing to have publifb’d it, be-
caufe of a Complement in it to
f, far above my merit,and.
not very well fuiting wich his
Condition.

and Death of John & of Rochelter. 4
But the fenfe he exprefles in ic
of the Change then wroughe lun
him, hath upon fecond LhulL_lg hes
prevaild with me to pub %[h i
leaying out what concerns my

felf.

e

Woodftock-Park,
Fune 25. 1680. Oxfordfbire.

My moft Honow °d Dr. Burnett,

¥ Spirits and Body de-
M cay [o equally together,
thar I fball write Toft a Let-
ter g5 weak as I am in perfon.
I begin tovalue C/mrc/a-m]e;z
above all mez} i[n tbet IZ w,ﬁ, )
g God be yet ple
o K3 10
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i fpare me longer in this
World, I bope in your (on-
verfation to be exalted to tha
degree of Piety , that the
World may fee how much
1 abbor “what T fo long
loved, and how much I glory
in Repentance, and in Gods
Services Bg/low“yzmr Pm}«
ers mpor e, that God would
fpare me ( “if it be bis good
Will) 1o fbew a trsee Repen-
tance and Amendment of life
for the time to come: Op elfe
¥ the Lord pleafeth 10 pur- an
end 1o my sworldly being now,
what He would mercifully ac-
% of my Death-Bed Re-
ventance', and perform that
Promife

ann Death of Jon &, 0f E\udmbﬁcr. 35

vomife that He bath been
ge([m{m make, Thatat what
time foever a Sinner dgth
Repent, He would receive
him. - Put np thefe Prayers,
moft dear Dottor, 10 Almighty
God for your moft Obedient
and Languifbing Servant.

Rochefter.

g

e
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He told me when 1 faw him,
That he hoped I would come o
*him upon that genceral Infinua-
#on of the defirc he hadof my
Company 5 and he was loth to
write more plainly : not kioy-
g whether T “could cafily
fpare fo much tume.. I told
That on the other hand,
Tlooked on jeasa prefumption
0 come fo far, when he was in
fuchiexcel enthands;and though
perhaps the freedom formerly
between us, might have excufed
1t with thofe to whom It Was
S1OWD 5 yee it mighe haye the
appearance of {o much Vanity,
tofuchas were ftrangers to it .
So that eill Treceived hjs Letter,
I did not think i convenient to
Yome to himy? And thep not

hearing thac there wag any
danger of a fiq ten change, T

delaved

anu Death of John E. ofRochefier. 3 7

delayed going to him all tl]x\gy
Twentieth of - Faly. At nd_
coming to. Ifis HOH(‘:"‘l“ M“.
dent fell out not worth 1]\:§H:
tioning , but that (omHu % S
made a ftory of it.- Hi et
vant,being a In'm/rmﬂn;gi\;t =
up my Name wrong, I(o f 1\‘7110
miftook it for anot llcr iy
had fent to ]nm,‘ that Kl\]\?b&
undertake his Gure, :\n;{l he b
ing refolved not to meddle wil '
o re to fec him ;
him, did not care to o
This miftake lafted fome \1Ao .
with which I was the better Li’cn
tented, becaufe he was n]ot t 1n
in fuch a con_dmon,‘ ;;thilli\y‘
being about him LOGA(L; .£I11;
been of any ufe to him L‘)»‘ i
Night was like to havc "Lm}”,
hft. He hada COH'WMOL”" 2
and raved 3 but Opiates beng
wiven him e after fome hours
s reft,

e e IR TR

S
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reft, his raving & i
‘ tirely, chac it ncgvaf fg;:xllm e
| edto him. . o
I cannot eafil
j Tranfport he Wag' infxg/rle)gsn tﬁc
‘ ‘f" l;;wokc and faw me by him : He
take out in the tendereft E: .
pr?{ﬁous concerning my kin:i(:
; :c Us 'Im coming {o far to fee fuch
abhoir’c ufing terms. of great
g3 IHEC concerning himfelf,
o 1 T forbear to relate, e
ok me, s his ftrength ferved
n at feveral facches, for h
wasthen fo low, thae he coulj
got hold up difcourfe long ac
:{ic] _what fenfe he had of ];is
!Ii’on ﬁ;fe }’m what fad apprehen-
querr 1rv‘/élngd_fg] offended his
s 4 ithonou 1
llzcddcemcr: What Horr(r)f;is 1111:
ha l;goqc through, and how
uch his Mind was turned to

call

ano Death of Jobn €, of Rochelter. 539

call on God, and on his Gruci-
fied Saviour : So that he hoped
he fhould obtain Mercy , for
he believed he had fincerely
repented 5 and had now a calm
in his Mind after that ftorm
¢hat he had been in for fome
Weeks. He had ftrong Ap-
prehenfions and Perfwafions of
his admictance to Heaven: of
which he fpake once not w ith-
out fome extraordinary Emoti-
on. It was indeed the only
time that he fpake w ith any
gheat watmth to me: For his
Spirits wete then low, and fa
far fpent; that though thoft
about him told me, Hehad ex-
prefled fors 1y ¢ fervor
in his Devotions; Yet Natute
was fo much funk, that thefe
were in a great meafure fallen
off, But he made me pray
often
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often with him; and fpoke of
his Convetfion to God '1:01
thing now grown upin him t
afededand calm ferenity. HCT
v;:w very anxious to known m:'
Opinion of a Death-Bed Re.

ﬁc?rzmcc. I told him, That
cfore I gave g
- ore I gave any Refolution in

1at, 1t would be convenient
thae I thould be acquainted
znu?]x]'{c} particularly with the Gi-
ances and Progrefs I
e and Progrefs of his
Upon this he fatisfied me
many particulars. He faid H“:
3{1} now pcrﬁv.}dcd both of
fh }t]xuth of ¢ hriftianity , and
OF the power of inward Grace
of which- he gave me this

E which: his
;\; ¢ account. He fad
Mr. Parfons in order ¢o hi;

Ejonyxctlon > 1ead to him the
53- Chapter of the Prophefie. of
llaiah,

ano Death of Jobn &, of Rochefter. 145

Ifaiah, and compared that with
the Hiftory of our Saviour's
Paffion, that he might there fee
a Prophefie concerning it, Writ-
ten many Ages before it was
done; which the Fews that
blafphemed  Jefus Ghrift il
keptin their hands, asa Book
divinely infpired. He faid to
me, Ihat ashe beard it read, he
felt an inward force upon binz,
which did fo enlighten his Mind,
and convince him, that be could
refift it no longer : For the words
had an authority which did fboot
like Raies or Beams in bis Mind s
So that he was not only convinced
by the Reafonings he had about
it, which [atisfied bis Underfland-
ing, but bya power which did fo
effeciually conflrain bin, that he
did ever after as formly believe in
bis Saviowrs as if be had feen
him
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him in the Clouds, He had made
it be read fo often to him, that
he had got it by heart : and
went through a great pare of it
in Difcourfe with me, with a
{ort of heavenly Pleafure,giving
me his Reflc@ions on i, Some
few I rem ber, Who hath pe-
lieved our Report 2 Here, he faid,
was_foretold the Oppofition the
: Gofpel was to meet with from fuch
Vo2 Jpresche bhe was.  He bath g
Form nor € onlinefs, and when we
fhau Jee Him, there is 70 beauty
that we fhould defire him.  Op
this he faid, 7he meannefs of his
appearance and Perfon has made
vainand  foolifh people difparage
Him, becaufe e came not i Juch
@ Fools-Coat as they delight in,
What he faid on the other parts
do net well remember: qnd
indecd T was fo affeded wich
what

Ver(1,

and Death of John €, of Rochefter. 743

what he faid tth tolme, tl];llt
general tranfport I was un-
g::i é’uring the wﬁolc Difcourfe,
made me lefs capable to re-
member thefe Particulars, as I
yith T had done.
Wl{lhii told me, That he had
thereupon received the Sacra-
ment with great fatisfaction,
and thacwas encreafed by the
pleafure he had in his Ladies
receiving it with him: Whg
had been for fome years mifle
in the Communion of the
Church of Rowe, and he him-
felf had been not a liecle In:
ftrumental in procuring it, as
he frecly .\c,l\'no'\vlcdgcd} So
that it was onc of the joyfulleft
things tlfac befel him  in his

Sicknefs, that - he had feen that
Mifchief removed , n \xlucl(i
he had fo great a Hand : an

during

b
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during his whole Sicknefs, he
exprefled fo much tendernefs
and true kindnefs to his Lady,
thacas it eafily defaced the re-
membrance of every thing
wherein he had been in faule
formerly, {o'ic drew from her
the molt paffionate care and
concern for him that was pof-
fible: which indeed deferves a
higher Character than is decent
to giveofa Perfon yetalive. But
I thall confine my Difcoutfe to
the Dead,

He told me, He had over:
come all his Refentmentsto all
the World ; So that he boreill
will to no Perfon, nor hated
any upon perfonal accouns,
He had given a true ftate of his
Debts, and had ordered to pay
them all, as far as his Efface
that was not fetled , could go:
and

anv Death of John &, oF Rocic]

and was confident thac if all
that was owing to him were
paid to his Execu
ditors would beall
faid, He found his M
poffefled wich another
things, than ever hu_lm;t f
merly : He did not repine ung
all lus pain, and inone of the
fharpeft Fies he was under while
I.was with him; He fad, #e
did willingly fubmit 5 and look:
ing up to Heaven, faid, God’
holy Will be d bl
all He does tome.  He |
he was contented cith
or live, as fhould pleafe God
And though 1t was a fooli
thing for a man to preten:
choofe, Whether he would die
or live, yet he withed rather td
dic. He knew ould neves
be fo well, that thould bé
com-

)bbes | 40696002
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comfortable to him. He was
confident he fhould be happy
if he died, buc he feared if he
lived he might Relapfe: And
thenfaid he to me, fn what a
condition [ball I be, if 1 Relapfe
afterallthis 2 But, he faid, he
trufled in the Grace and Goodnefs
of God, and was refolved 10 avoid
all thofe Temptations, that Courfe
of Life, and Company, that was
likely to infnare him : and he
defired to live on no other ac-
count, but that he might by the
change of his Manners Jome way
take off the high Scandal bis for-
mer Behaviour had given. "All
thefe things at feveral times I
had from him, befides fome
Meflages which very well be-
came a dying Penitent to fome
of his former Friends, and a
Charge to publifh any. thing

con-

and Death of John &, of Rochefter.

concerning him, thar might be
a mean to reclaim others. Pray-
ing God, that as his life bad done
much hurt, fo bis death might do
fome gaod.

Having underftood all thefe
things from him, and being
prefled to give him my Opinion
plainly about his Erernal State ;
I told him, That though the
Promifes of the Gofpel did all
depend upon a real change of
Heartand Life, as the indifpen-
fable condition upon which
they were made; and thae it
was {carce poffible to know cer-

147

tainly whether our Hearts arc
changed, unlefs it appeared in
our lives; and the Repentance
of moft dying men, being like
the howlings of condemned

- Prifoners  for Pardon, which

flowed fromno fenfe of their
L= Crimes;
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Crimes, but from the horrour
of approaching Death; there
was lictle reafon to encourage
any to hope much from fuch
Sorrowing: Yetcertainly if the
Mind of a Sinner, even on a
Death-Bed , be truly renewed
and turned 0 God, fo great is
His Mercy, that He will receive
him, even in that extremity.
He faid, He was fure his Mind was
entively turned, and though Hor-
rour had given him his firft
awaking , yet that was now grown
up into a [etled Faith and Con-
verfion.
. There is but one prejudice
lis againft all this, ‘to defear
the good Ends of Divine Pro-
vidence by it upon others, as
well as on himflf: and that
is that it was a part of his
Difeafe, and that the lownefs of
his

and Death of John €. of Rochelter. ¥ 49

his Spirits made fuch an alcera-
tion in him, that he was not
what he had formerly been :
and this fome have carried fo
far asto fay, That he died mad :
Thefe Reports are raifed by
thofc who are unwilling that
the laft Thoughts or Wordsof
a Perfon, every way fo extra-
ordinary , fhould have any cf-
fe cither on themfelves or
others: And it isto be fear'd,
that fome may have fo far
feared their Confciences, and
exceeded the common Mea-
fures of Sin and Infidelity, that
neither this Teftimony, nor one
coming from the Dead, would
fignific much towards their
Conviction. That this Lord
was cither mad or ftupid, s a
thing fo notorioufly: untrue,
that it is the greateft Impudence

L3 for

W
il
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for any that were about him,
to Report it; and a very un-
reafonable Credulity in others
to believe it.  All the while I
was with him, after he had flept
out the diforders of the Fit he
wasin the firft Night, he was
not only without Ravings ; but
had a clearncfs in his Thoughts,
1n his Memory, in his reflectis
onson Things and Perfons, far
beyond what T ever faw in a
Perfon fo low in his ftrength.
He was not able to hold out
Jlong in Difcourfe, for his Spis
rits failed: butonce for half an
hour, and often fora quarter of
an hour, after he awakened, he
had a Vivacity 1n his Difcourfe
that was extraordinary, and in
all things like himfelf. ~ He cal-
led often for his Children, his
Sonthe now Earl of Ro:/;eﬁ?:;'
an

and Death of John &, of Rochefter. 1 ¢
and his three Dar
fpake to themwith a {
feeling that canniot be
in Writing. He called me once
to look on them all, and faid,
See how Good God has been to me,
in giving me fo many ]f/k//mg»‘.
and 1 have carried my [elf to Him
like an ungracions and unthank-
ful Dog.  Heonce talked a greac
deal to me of Publick Affairs,
and of many Perfons and chings,
with the fame clearnefs of
thought and expreffion; that he
had ever done before.  So that
by no fign, but his Weaknefs of
Body , and giving over Dif-
coutfe fo foon, could I perceive
a difference between what his
Patts formerly wete, and what

they werethen.
And thac wherein the pre-
fenice of his Mind appeared
% moft,

heers , and
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I as in the total change
of an il habit grown fo much
upon him, that he could hardly
himfelf, when he was
s heated, three Minutes
g Into it 3 Imean
had  acknow-
> me the former Win-
it he abhorred it as a bafe
ndecent thing, and had
gw]uv!n!cil’ much to break ic
t he confefied that he
ower'd by that il]
1, that he could not
with any warmth, with
y Qaths, which,
fort of provocation,
came almoft nawurally from
bim ‘,;”E i his Taft Remorfes
] affect him,
¢ and conftant
the habit of it
mafterd 5 Sothat
upon

and Death of John &, 0f Rochefter. 1g3

upon the returns of pain which
were very fevere and frequent
upon him, the laft day I was
with him; or upon fuch Dift
pleafures as people fick or in
pain arcapt to take of a fudden
at thofe about them ; On all
thefe Oceafions he never {fwore
an Oath all the while T was
there.

Once he was offended with
the delay of onc that he
thought made not haftenough,
with fomewhat he called for,
and faid in a liccle heat, Zhat
damned Fellow : Soon after 1
told him, I was glad to find his
Style fo reformed, and that he
had {o entircly overcome that
ill habit of Swearing ; Only that
word of calling any damned,
which had returned upon him,
was not decent. His Anfwer

was

a
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was, 0b that Language of Fiends
which was fo familiar to me, hangs
et about me : Sure none has de-
Jerved more to be damned than I
have done.  Andafter he had
humbly asked God Pardon for
it, he defired me to call the Per-
fon to him, that he might ask
him forgivenefs : but I told him
that was needlefs,for he had faid
itof one that did not hear It,
and fo could not be offended
by ic.
In chis difpofition of Mind
did he continue all the while |
was with him, four days toge-
ther;. He was then brought fo
low that all hope of Recovery”
was gone. Much puralent
matter came from him wich his
Urine, which he patled always
with fome pain; But one da
with anexpreffible  torment :
Yet

anu Death of John €. of Rochefter. o 55,
Yet he bore it decently, withoue
breaking out into Repinings, or
impatient Complaints. ; HC
imagined he had a Stone in his
Paffage, but it being fearched,
none was found. The whole
fubftance - of his Body was
drained by the Ulcer, and no-
thing was lefc buc Skin and
Bone: and by lying much on
his Back, the parts there began
to mortifie. Buc he had been
formerly fo low, that he feemed
asmuch patt all hopes of lifeas
now ; which made him one
Morning after a full and fweet
Nights reft procured by Laz-
danum, given him without his
knowledge, to fancy it was an
effort of Nature, and to begin
to entergain fome hopes of Re-
covery: For he faid , He fele
himfelf perfecily well, and thl:;‘z:
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had nothing ailing him, butan
extream weaknefs, which mighe
80 off in time : and then he en-
tertained me wich the Scheme
he had Taid down for the reft
of his life, how retired, how
firict, and how ftudious he in-
tended tobe: But chis was foon
over, for he quickly felt that it
was only the effect of a good
fleep, and that he was fill'in a
very defperate ftate,

I thoughe to have left him
on Friday , but not wichout
fome Paffion, he defired me to
ftay thac day: there appeared
0o fymptome of prefent death;
and a Worthy Phyfitian then
with him, told me, That though
he was o low that an accident
might carry him away on a
fuddain; Yet without that, he
thought he mighs live yet
fome

and Death of John &, of Rochelter. 1

fome Wecks. So on Saturday
at Four of the Clock in the
Morning I lefe him, being the
24th of Fuly. But Idurft not
take leave of him ; for he had
exprefled fo greatan unwilling-
nefs to part with me the day
before, that if T had not pre-
fently yielded to one days ftay,
it was like to have given him
fome -trouble, the re I
thoughe it beteer to leave him
without any Formality. Some
hours after he asked for me,
and when it was told him, I was
gone, he feem’d to be troublcd
and faid, Has my Friend left me,
then I_fhall die fhortly. After
that he fpake but once or
twice till he died: He lay
much filenc : Once they heard
him praying very devoutly.

3 And
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And on Monday about Two of
the Clock in the Morning, he
died, without any Convulfion, or
fo much as a groan.

anv Death of John & of Rochefter. 59

THE CONCLUSION(,

Hus he lived, and thus
A he died in the Three and
Thirtieth Year of his Age.
Nature had fieed him for
great things, and his Know-
ledge and Obfervation quali-
fy’d him to have been one of
the moft cxtraordinary Men,
not only of his Nation, but of
the Age he lived in; And Ido
verily believe, that if God had
thoughe fic to have continued
him longer in the World; he
had been the Wonder and De-
light of all that knew him. Bue
the infinitely Wife God knew
bereer what was fie for him,
and what the Age deferved.
For men who have fo caft O‘IT
al
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all fenfe of God and Religion,
deferve not o fignal a Blefling,
as the Example and Conviction
which the reft of his life mighe
have given them.  And I am
apt to think that the Divine
Goodnefs took pity on him, and
{eeing the fincerity of his Re-
pentance, would try and ven-
ture him no more in Circum-
ftances of Temptation, perhaps
too hard for Humane Frailcy:
Now heisacreft, and I am very
confident cnjoys the Fruits of
hislate, but fincere Repentance.
But fuch aslive, and ftill go on
in their Sins and Impieties, and
will not be awakened neither
by this, nor the other Allarms
that arc abour their Ears, are, it
feems, given up by God to a
judicial Hardnefs and Impeni=
tency.

Here

and Death of John & of Rochelter. 61

Here isa publick Inftance of
One who lived of their Side,
but could not die of it: And
though nene of all our Liber-
tines underftood bewer than ke,
the fecrec Myfleries of Sin, had
more ftudied every thing chat
could fupport a man inie, and
had more refifted all external
means of Conviction than he
had done; Yet when the Hand
of God inwardly tcuched him,
he could ' no longer 4ick. againft
thofe Pricks, but humbled him-
felf under  that Mighty Hand ,
and as he ufed often to fay in
his Prayers, He who had fo often
depied Him, found then no other
Shelter, but his Mercies and Com=
paffions:

1 have written this Account
with all thetendernefsand cauti-
on I couldufe,and inwhatfogver

M ¥ may
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I may have failed, Ihave been
frict in the truth of what T
have related, remembring that
of Fob, will ye lie for God 2 Re-
ligion has Strength and Evi-
dence enough in it felf, and
needs no Support from Lyes,
and miade Stories. I do not
pretend to have given the for-
mal words that he faid, though
T have done that where I could
remember them.  But I have
written this with the fame Sin-
cerity, thatI would have done,
had T known Thad been to die
immediacely after 1 had finifhed
it. I did not take Notes of
our Difcourfes laft Winter af-
ter we parteds {0 I may have
perhaps in the fetting ‘out of
my Anfwers to him, have en-
larged on feveral things both
1ore fully and more regularly,
than

‘r and Death of John &, of Rochefter, g 63

than I could fay them infuch
free Difcourfes as we had. 1
am not fo fure of all T fet
down as faid by me, as I am of
all faid by him to me. But
yet the fubftance of the great-
cft pare, even of that, 1s the
fame.

It remains that 1 hombly
and carneftly befeech all that
fhall take this Book in their
hands, that they will confider
it encirely : and not wreft fome
patts to an 1l intention. God,
the Scarcher of Hearts, knows
with what Fidelity T have wric
it: Buc if any will drink ap
only the Poifon that may be in
it, without taking alfo the An-
tidote here given to thofe ill
Principles; or confidering the
fenfe that this greac Perfon had
of them, when he reflected

M feri-
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ferioufly on them; and will ra-
ther confirm themfelyes in their
il ways, by the Scruples and
Uo;c«,txom “which I fec down,

than be - edified by the other
partsof it As I-will look on
16488 a Uu*zt Infelicity , thac I
fhould have faid any t]nmr that
may ftrengthen them in thur
lmpmm 5 .So the fincerity
of my Intentions will, I doubt
not, excufé me at iuah(mda, to
u}lum 1 offer up this fmall Ser-
vice.

T have now performed, in
the beft manner T could, what
was left on me by this Noble
Lord, and have dong with the
part of an Hiftorian. T fhall in
the next place fay fomewhat as
a DlVlﬂL S() ‘.\Uﬁloldlllll\ a
Text does almoft force a Ser-
mon, theugh it is plaip enough.

it

any Death of John &, 0F Rochelter. 145

it felf, and fpeaks with fo loud
a Voice, that thofe who arenot
awakened by it, will perhaps
confider nothing that I can fay.
If our Libertines will become
fo far fober as to examine their
former Courfe of Life, with
that difingagement and impar-
tality, which they muft ac
knowledge a wife ‘man ought
to ufe v things of "rgatuﬂt
Confequence, and lnllancu the
Account of what they have got
by their Debaucherics, with tlm
Mifchiefs they have brought
on themfelves and others bx
them, they will foon fee what
amad Bargain they have made.
Some Diverfion, Mirth; and
Pleafure is all they can promife
themfelves 5 bue to obtain chis,
how many Evils are they to
fuffer > howhave many wafted

M 2 the
M 3 CIe
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their firength, brought many
Difcafes on their Bodies , and
precipitated their Age in the
purfuic of thofe things? and as
they bring old Age carly on
themfclves, fo it becomes a mi-
ferable flate of life to the great-
cft part of them ; Goauts, Stran-
guries,and other Infirmitics, be-
g fevere Reckonings for their
palt Follies; not to mention
dl_c more loathfome Difeafes,
with their no lefs loathfome
and troublefome Cures, which
they muft often go through,
who deliver themfelves up to
forbidden Pleafure.  Many arc
disfigurd befide,with the marks
of their Intemperance and
Lew dnefs, and which is yet fad-
der, an Infection is derived of-
tentimes on their Innocent; bue
nnhappy Ifiie, who being de-
fcended

any Death of John €, of Rochefter. 167

feended from fo vitiated an
Original, fuffer for their Excel-
fes. Their Fortunes arc pro-
fufcly wafted , bod] ‘by ther
ncgl(:& of their Affairs, they
beng {o buried n Vice, thac
they cannot employ cither cheir
Time or Spirits, fo much ex-
haufted by Intemperance, to
confider them; and by that
Prodigal Expence which their
Lufts put (EICIT\ upon.  They
fuffer no lef in their Credit,
the chief mean to recover an
intangled Eftace; for thac irre-
gular Expence forceth d)cm‘tu
fo many mean fhifts , makes
¢them fo often falfe to all their
Promifes and Refolutions, that
they muft necds feel how much
they have loft, that \vhxch a
Gentleman, and Men of inge-
nuous tempers do fomerimes

M 4 pre-
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prefer even to life it felf, their
Honour and Reputation.” Nox
do they futfer lefs in the Nobler
powers of their Minds, which,
by along coutfe of fuch diffos
lute Practices, cometo fink and
degeneratc {o farthat not a few,

Blofloms gave the
moft promifing Hopes, have fo
wither'd,as to become incapable
of great and generous Under-
takings, and to be difabled to
every thing, but to wallow like
Swine in the filth of Senfuiality;
their” Spirits  being diffipated,
and cheir Minds fo nummed,
as to be wholly unfit for bufi=
nefss and even indifpofed: to
think,

That this dear price fhould
be paid for a little wild Mirth,
orgrofs and corporal Pleafure,
is a thing of fuch. imparalelled
. Folly,

ano Death of Jobn €, of Rochelier. 164

Folly, that if there were not too
many fuch Inftances before us,
it might feem incredible. To
all this we muftadd the Hor-
rours that their ill A¢tions raife
i them, and the hard fhifes
they are puc to to fave off
thefe; cither by being perpes
tually drunk ormad, orbyan
habitual difufe of thinking and
reflecting on - their  Actions,
and (if thefe Ares will not per-
feétly quice them) by taking
Sanctuary in fuch Atheiftical
Principles as may at lcaft miti-
gate the fowrnes of their
thoughts, - though they can-
not abfolutely  fetdde  their
Minds.

If the ftate of Mankind and
Humane Societies are confider-
ed, what Mifchicfs can be equal
to thofe which follow thefe

Courfes,

e
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Courfes.  Such Perfons are a
Plague where ever they come
they can ncither be trufted nor
beloved, having caft off both
Truth and Goodnefs, which
procure Confidence and attract
Love: they corrupt fome by
their 1l Practices, and do irre-
parable Injurics to the reft ; they
run great Hazards, and put
themfelves to much rrouble,
and all this to do what is in
their power to make Damnati-
on as fure to themfelves as
poflibly they can. What In-
fluence this has on the whole
Nation is but too vifible ; How
the Bonds of Nature, Wedlock,
and all other Relations are
quite broken. Vertue is thought
an Antick Picce of Formality,
and Religion ghe effect of
Cowardife or Knavery: Thefc
arg

are the Men that would Re-
form the World, by bringing
it under a new Syftem of In-
tellectualand Moral Principles,
but bate them a few bold and
lewd Jefts, what have they ever
done, or defigned to do,
make them be remembred, ex-
cept it be with deteftation
They are the Scorn of the pre-
fent Ageand their Names muft
rot in the next. Here they
have before them an Inftance
of onc who was deeply cor-
rupted with the Contagion
which he firft derived from
Others,but unhappily heighten-
ed ic much himfelf. - He was
a Mafter indeed, and nota bare
trifler with Wic, as fome of
thefc are who repeat, and that
but feurvily ,» what they may
have heard from him or fome
others,
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others, and with Impudence
and Laughter will face the
World down, as if they were to
teach it Wifdom; who, God
knows, cannot follow one
Thought a ftep: further chan as
they have conhedit; and take
from them their borrow’d Wit
and their mimical Humour,
and chey will prefently appear
what they indeed are, the leaft
and loweft of Men.

If they will, or if they can
think a licele, Twith they would
confider that by their own
Prnciples, they cannot be fure
thac Religion is only a Contris
vance, all they pretend to is
only to weaken fome Argu-
ments that are brought for it -
but they have not Brow enough
to fay, They can prove that
ther own Principles are erue.
So

anvDeath of John &, of Rochefter.

So that at moft they bring cheir .

Caufe no higher, than that it
is poflible Religion may not be
true.  But fhll it is poffible it
may be true, and they have no
fhame left that will deny that
it is alfo probable it may be
true; and if fo, then what mad
Men are they who run fo great
a hazard for nothing? By their
own Confeffion it may be there
isa God,a Judgment, and-a Life
to come; and if fo, then He
that believes thefe chings, and
lives according to them, as he
enjoys a long courfe of Healch
and quiet of Mind, an innocent
tellih of many true Pleafures,
and the Serenities which Vertue
taifes in him , with the good
Will and Friendfhip which it
procures him from others; So
when he dies, - if thefc things
prove

73
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prove Miftakes, he does not
out-live his Error, nor fhall ic
afterwards raife trouble or dif-
quict in him if he then ceafes to
be: Butif thefe things be true,
he fhall be infinitely happy in
that State, where his prefent

174

fmall Services fhall be fo ex-"

ceflively rewarded. The Liber~
tines on the other fide, as they
know they muft dic, fo the
thoughts of Death muft be
always Meclancholy to them,
they can have no pleafant view
of that which yet they know
cannot be very far from them s
The leaft painful Ideathey can
have of it is, that it ds an ex-
tinction and ceafing tobe, buc
they are not fure even of that.
Some fecret Whifpers within
make chem, whether they will
or not, tremble at the Appre-

henfions

ant Death of John &, 0f Rochelter. ¢ 7

henfions of another State 5 nei-
ther their Tinfel-Wic, nor fu-
perficial Learning, nor their
impotent - Affaults upon the
weak fide as they think of Re-
ligion, nor the boldeft Notions
of Impiety, will hold them up
then. Of all which I now
prefent {o lively an Inftance, as
perhaps Hiftory can fcarce pa-

ralle
Here were parts fo exalted
by Nature, and improved by
Study, and yet {o corrupted
and dcbafed by Irreligion and
Vice, that he who was made
to be one of the Glories of his
Age was become a Proverb, and
if his Repentance had not in-
terpofed, would have been one
of the greatcft Reproaches of
it. He knew well the fmall
ftrength of that weak Caufe,
and

)
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and at ﬁr&ldcfpifcd, bur after-
wards abhorred it.  Hefelethe
Mifchiefs, and faw the madnefs
of it; and therefore though he
lived to the fcandal of many,
he died as much to the Edifica-
tion of all thofe who faw him
and becaufe they were but a
fmall number, he defired that
he might even when dead. yet
fpeak. Hewas willing nothing
fhould be concealed thar might
caft Reproach on himfelf; and
on Sin, and offer up Glory to
God and Religion. So that
though he lived a hainous Sin-
net, yethe died a moft exempla-
ry Penitent. ;

T would be a vaio and Ridi-
culous Inference, for any froms
hence to draw  Arguments
about the -abftrufe Scerets of
redeftination; and to cont
clude

anv Death of Johd &, 6f Rocketer.

clude that if they ate of the
number of the Elect, chey may
live as they will, and that Di-
vine Grace will at fome time
or other violently - conftrain
themh 5 and - irrefitably - work
upon them. But as St. Paul
was called to that Eminent Ser-
vice for which hic was appoint-
cd,.m fo ftupendious a manner,
as Is no warranc for others to
expect fuch a Vocations So if
upon fome fignal Occafions
fud"l Converfions fall out,
which, how far.they are flore
of Miracles, I fhall not deter-
minc, itis not only a vain Bue
a_ pernicions Imagination, for
any to go onin their ill ways;
upon-a fond Conceit and Ex-
pectation that the like will befal
them: For whatfoever Gods
extraordindey  dealings - it

fome
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fome may be, Weare fure His
common wa}lf ;)f lV_Vorkmg is
by offeting thefe things to our
raytioual Fa%ulrics, which, by the
affiftances of His Grace, 'if we
improve themall. we can, fhall
be certainly effectual for our
Reformation 5 and if we neg-
le¢t orabufe thefe, We putour
felves ‘beyond the | common
Methods of Gods Mercy, and
have no reafon to expect that
Wonders fhould be wroughe
for our Conviction 3 which
though. they fometimes 'hap-
pen, thatthey may givean _cf-
fectual Allarm for theawaking
of others, yct it would defiroy
the whole defign of Religion,
if men fhould depend uponor
look for fuch an extraordi
and forcible Operation of
Grace,

And

And I hope that thofe who
have had fome fharp Reflecti-
ons on, their paft Life, o as to
be refolved to forfake their il
Courfes, will not takethe leaft
encouragement to themfelyes
mthat defperate and unreafon-
able Refolution of putting off
their Repentance till they can
{in no longer, from the hopes I
have exprefsd of this Lords
obaining ‘Mercy at the laft ;
and from thence prefume thae
they alfo thall be reccived, when
theycturn to God on their

Death-Beds: For what Mercy
foever God may thew to fuch
as really rwete never inwardly
touched before thar time ; Yér
there is aio reafon to think thar
thofe who have deale {o difin-
guoully withGod and their owri
Souls, as defignedly to put off

N 2 their

-
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their turning to Him , upon
fuch Confiderations, fhould be
then accepted with Him. ‘They
may dic fuddenly, or by a
Difeafe that may fo diforder
their Underftandings, that they
fhall not be in any capacity of
Refleéting on their paft Lives.
The inward Converfion of our
Minds is not o in our power,
that it can be effected without
Divine Grace affifting. And
there is no reafon for thofs
who have neglected chefe Af-
fiftances all their Lives, to ex-
pect them in fo cxtraordinary
manner at their Death.  Nor
can one, efpecially in a_Sick-
nefs, that 15 quick and cri-
tical, be able to do thofe
things that atc often indifpen-
fbly neceffary to make his
Repentance compleat :  And
even

even in a longer Difeafe, in
which therc are larger Oppor-
tunities for thefe chings; Yet
there isgreat Reafon to doubt
of a Repentance begun and
keptup meerly by Terrour, and
not from any ingenuous Prin-
ciple.  In which, though I'will
not take on me to limit the
Mercies of God, which are
boundlefs 5 Yer this muft be
confefled, that to delay Repen-
tance, with fuch a defign, is to
put the greatelt Concernment
we have upon che moft dange-
rous and defperate Iffie that is
poffible.

Bu they that will fill go on
in their Sins, and be fo partial
to them,as to ufe all endeavours
to ftrengthen themfelves in
their evil Courfe, evenby thefe
very things which the “Provi-

N3 dence
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7
| dence of God fets before them,
for the cafting down of thefe
{trong holds of Sin: What is to
be faid tofuch # itis to be fear-
cd, that if they obftinately per-
Gift, they will by degrees come
within ‘that Curfe , He that is
ufty let him be Unjuft ftill :
he that js Filthy, let him be
flill. But if our Gofpel
is hid to them that are
e god of thisWorld |
nded the Minds of them
not, leafl-the Light
us Gofpel of Chrift,
mage of God, [hould
0 thent.

which &
of the

who is
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