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i

To the’ Readcr.

Mzn’p wks I already behold fome banghty Pea
dant, frurting and looking dovenfrom hims
{elf s fram the Devils Monsain upon the
Unisirfe, where amingst feveral ovher snferiour ob=
ifts, he bappens b laft vo caft hus ye wpon this
Treatife ; when afrer 4 quibble ortwoupon the Tirley
s foul pon she Kook it [elfy damning it by the
i ftical, Heretical Pampbler: and
ot Zeals wnder the pretence of be-
popion for Truthy [ummons Ignorance
lice for bis Seconds : Bu fuch.a Perfon wn=
ot wherein the Narsre of _Atheifm con
i focver he may otbermwife be in
It were Atiseifm to [ay, thereis
chosigh lefs direlHy) to deny
Yis Providence, or veftrain i o fome. pariicalars,
and exclude'it inreference 10 o Swuch are 4-
ifkr, who miintam fuch Opinions a sicfe : andfo
e thofe Hereticksywho erre in Exndsmentals, and
But the.igno-

ke f.

e of an Atk

v converfan
eof it.

1o God s and [o ir we

continue obfinately in [uch ervosrs.
vant Vilgar peaple (whefe Superfitionis.grons
jaring God with vhemfelves ) ar apt
ery one they Hare, are God Almigh=

iffers from them

wponthe aff
to think that
1y's Enemies's and that whofoever d

in Opinin, (thongh in never fo trivial d master) are
theifts, or Heverioks. aleaft : Nor-wightly confps

dering the words of St. Peter, Thas incvery Nasior;
eareth the Lovd: and workesh Righteonfrefs,

A with bim, <And Minucius Felix fays welk
Az £

o
coepte
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To thid Reader,
20 the fame purpofe, He is the best Chriftian, who
wices shehonefic(h s (dHlerefie, is. an atkof the
Wl raaeherton Wndexflanding ya Ly, rachert han
& Miitakes and vhms Sp. Buitin expre(fes st faping,
Errare poffum, Hiereticuselle.nolo. . Here/ie. nd
Sctifmy ( faps whe ingenions. M. Hales ) as com-
wmoly mow fed, are 1wa Thealogioal Scare-Crows,
with hich: they wha, uphold 4 Party in. Religion,
b ly]mnmmt/(nz. w enguity inta
ity arg rendy co reling ty if it m-,(.“
sirberoerroneoss or
portsof & Painten, who having
Cotky drave away all theCocks an
fords thigr fo.rhe amperfeébion of bois owis At migh
Rot-uppears\by, comparing i wirh Navwres [o.dMen
for fome e #0.xdmit; of any fancy but

giv-awh, eydeavonr. ta hinder.wll enguiries by way
of Comparifon, thas fo steir owi defurs

any st blamesme
#ing Chriftianity wieh Pagaaitm, it. fbews noth

> and oppof
For as Plutarch re-
shilfally pained 4

Hens he could

cidis.

s, st will

st his wnwiortly diftru i of she fuficiency of the
Religion e profeffiss
Theve are twy forcs of Fadges witewhom all Wri-

iz, the {gnarant,

be Egnorants thiy.are
. Approbs:
disd Warhmg e

s o chiae
Phyfiosyand 1
HbEmaplist o of iy wu,;r @beac e o thea
wxnd me, But the other fudge, viz, #h

ssmoblng wenld make me )

To the Reader.

Learning and Judgment, is the He I fear, and before
o andy will Larraign my [elf. Non-age is the ge-
neral Plea for the F,,/» frie (c’hmwmm,}w that
fown 5 for he that thinks himfelf old enongh 1o
a Book , can hardly excuf hat is in
ing bimfelf Child : Nov have I ever feen a
was written by one of 16 3
fitting for one of 17 .n,»ma /whH/u,
wings being commanly like Poemss that were made by
ey were half drunk , wintelligible o any
b as are inthe [ame condition. There~
#s r\[l/:r 1 foall firft

e to cenfure,

which was

men when
FrAr"m,x/',u'/w

fore w
difeclofe th m
1 clear my [elf as v\"’ as I am ,:/v/z'.

) bé thefe three Exceptions ta-
catife, Viz. my nsmerons ':w"ﬂ—
Sentences, my rambling from my
) gucent Stile

Fiyst e, s for g vy Qupiations, whesber
inLatinc or 1 w<Hl o)

v bave Doral Elfy

 ather fuch fcrap
y felf vidicnlons : Bue this
of other mens O oy wonld
b father'd upon the Anti~
emy Authorities from the

forced 1o play the
e And yer norwih-
2 Enerniesywho were fo difs
Reproach upan e whe

they

were 1o ren

Hi

¥
}
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To the Reader.
shey fam £his difcossfs bus in Eml
s Well as sncharitable,were t e 4
that with. di u,l/(.n:/,.u“unu/"MJ(0'[:31 o-
gether the. Siacues o Pichures of divers ewinent
Parfopsid expefe b infome pid
wicw of all Spelasors, would not theréhy /{nn/n' 10
felf .t r74‘~ Painter or Starxary ;
bimfelf b ¥ tainy)
‘and pex cersainly this Atk legindic
[omé meafure abliging:but it would yonder bim ot
immodefily aroganty if among the Pourtrailtwres of
thofe eminent meny m..m
Rexlaie my foles
e e
ceptions of grear I
Being, 1

enfuves.

is were

ferd-

o any part of my
bl fancy amang theirs: Wherdfore cxpetti notfor 1
neither have vanit fuficint 1o ercét an
Opinion of myown 5 bt ackuowledge my Jef rotally
[ubdued under tic comm F that Government,

dence hath mm 5

W inconf

Seits cont e ather fo as | canot
h/wduw.wrmm rrn\“ er(as T kow ,() !
off partial s but if one

their Opinian,

bad fFrong

er them but

value of thes
Asiathe feconde

ramblingfrom my S

erront.on the right |

that charges me with

b anervanryt i 1

thatt

To the Reader.

fhanmy word. Conflancy is not [o abflolutely neceffary
in Authorsias in Hitsbands : Awd for my ownparts
when [kavemy Pen in my hand, and Subjethin my
/J(.ra 1 look ypon i felf as morniedmy Horfe to ride
wirney, wherein although 1 defign toreichfucha
Th by Nights, yet will I'not deny ray [elf the fati[~
fac ot of going A mile o 110 owt of he Wiy, to grati=
o my fenfes with feme new and divers m'rn{
l{fx//.l’ 411\—4)11“1/; ar home, and never (nu fofar
ai'to'the’ end of his own Parifi, only once a ‘year it
Proceffionmay be call' d'a good Hissband bt God de=
Lier me from [uctsa Companion. I confefs Teanor
bt love borh Men and Books of a Ramibling
for even'their very Etravagancies dre dir
Now he that s of this humoxr, will be fure'to give
e his vaice Howeversin this I have bhoriohr 10 imi-
varé(thongh smpetfeétiy)the grear Montaighicwhofe
wmbraze is (uffciens 10 protett me aza
Uge of Criticks

Now for the thivd andIaf} exception, againft my
Stile s was sever fowell dczompl, jwumjlumm
Pingling and Caaences of words, the happy ex
ons,the move [oft or iarfb toned Syllables bow to place
themrightssior had I ever the miodifbifs to fearch
the Laokingglafs which words girve the moft grace-
ful mation'vo the Lips = Noy I confefs my only énde
wour is to write and fpeak fo arto be underftoodsand
s for Retoriek T leave'that to thfe whv delight
more in ihe /Iud/ of Words, ‘than Nature of thing
Rarely have I feen Orations full of Fancy, forOra-
¥Ors bring master 10 Wor dssand not Words to magter 5

-

i any one
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To the Reac |
befidesy the gravity of Philofophy womld acill ha
& ¢l 4
gesas the Philofopher bimfelf fine Cloaths.

fine Langaag

Thefe are the main Exceptions wmh Loonceive
iy be wrgedagainftme s bus f 1

praceed: f/um:/,: e

which Ly [lfhave vr

This Picce Lam fenf be aleogether c:zemp

from ke exil Confres of o, lfffled avd s

ance ghe Fanaticks and.

! from Godto do. the Work

7 Saveraigns II:au, and

pasch Traytors 1o Hea:
sng Coyugyventing falfe Meral for true, are Traptors
y ];)]u:h[/.,fum as u,,/, Lexpett taby

¢

artial)

cyagainft the saft [scred part of
,l"mm/oy'»,u e Socrates [ufer d qnder it There
tonsar, Fum,)»/ cbacautrany Fa-
&iguwill wop decry : as, onthe pthen fideotbeve s ag-
#hing fomean or bafe, which hasnot from fome Luge-
refed perfons 1 ddaratiqn s even, an Ape it
[olf Jias wop svked. Tgypian. Skt )
faoisg a4 thoi{4uds i Yiug bim. Ko
wum Religio powwit adere malorum., | Great is
Diana¢f the k-p‘mmn Bt yat to perfec e you
with.tao lowg « Scatch Grace pefors fo flart @ Megls
pandan Jos 6Hle. ERGARiGHi (i 0% 4re BE-
domic., ale,

Together

Original

IDOLATRY,

OFTHE

Gentiles

uife concetriing

Dif
gion en:
vaft unds

ing tooimme

c alab

copte but
h varying in their f¢

vith the

{titution

It

Sacrifices.

2 Proens.

fufficiently o ¢
of by Travel
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e Original of

for the time, and

when grown out
1 confideratio

deferve no furth
I fupplanted by new
U'L‘u’x(“ff(\)u

i queft
u

are {

dert: .‘\HU, after hav
on she

Driginal of Idl
Courfe confi

my felfto one parc
their Sacrifices,
nguinary ones,

e rorta P s ik Bt
s, without mentioning the Sacerdotal
particulars in the celebration of their fanta-
ftical Ceremoniess which arc innumerablc,
thoughin effect but like the Ribbons ona
Hobby-horfe. Now if any Hypocrite to
glorific his own zcal, fhould pretend thata
difcomfe of this nature does through the
Hea ‘(n acrifices, repi vach Lhu[(‘n! Mofes,
hich refembled chem bur in outward ap-
. hemiftreiccive bl fom that
¢ rightly apprehends the diffe
: For the one juftifies his Inftitutions
asdirected to the triie God, and ordain'd as
Typical bointment ; whereas the
other (vi ofthe Heathen) had nci-
¢t of thefe Qualifications, and therefore
710 more ought to be fpared for their refem-
Wi blance to thofeof the fews, thana Criminal
¥ padagght o be pardoned for wearing the fame
1% comc. colour-

eror,, if

w

Tdolatry and Sacrifices.
coloured Garments with the Judge. More
over , for the further juftification of
Treatife, 1 have the Holy Scripeures for my
Prefident, “wherein we may often find re-
corded theldofatry of the Ancicnt Heathens,
<. of fuch as facrificed to Baal, and offer'd
up Cakes to the Queen of Heaven: There
fore all further Apologies Ifhall decline, as
unneceflary in fo bricf a Narrative.

ect,

Before Religion, lh\nsm(\) Sacrifices,
Rites, Ceremonics, pretended Revelations,
and the like, were invented amongft the
Heathens, therc wasnoworfhip of God bus
ina rational way, whereof the Philofophers
precending to be Mafters, did to this end,
not only teach Virtue and Piety, but were
alfo themfelves great examples of it in their

ives and Converfations ; whom the People
chiefly follow’d, till they were feduced by
their crafty and covetous Sacerdoral Order s
who, inftead of the faid Virtue and Pie
introduced Fables and Fictions of their own
coining 5 petfwading the Vulgar, that as
men could not by any natural abilitics of
their own, know the beft manner of ferving
God, fo it was neceffary that He fhould re=
veal the fame to his Priefts in fome extraor-
dinary manner, for the better inftru f
the People

Whereupo: i
Dotlrines of Picty and ¢ il
B2
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Original of

moft part, they introduced a Religio
fhip of their own moulding, which an
and fifpended fmens minds in great

Wor.
nufed

and at lat made the people relic o much

M‘n(”r‘nx that glected t
per duties;confifting ¢ ;1», in the Sa
Expiations, and Luftration

who finding they got more by the fi
ignorance of ‘the common people, th
their virtue and knowledge, mac
things fins which otherwife were but i
vent, cfpecially chof? things which me

18 of their Pr

tures could with' the moft difficuley 1

\\hc obfervation produced this ‘inge
Copy of Verfes from a Modési Autho
fefs eminerit for his Wit, than for his

arifom condition of H

oty and yet forbidden vanity,

Aficky commanded to be fornd,

elf-divifion ca

Pafion and Red|

mark or v w:nh‘n or

//Ju’t'Lu/,m /H ber felf dat!
1d man think that
ot fasl and prunsfl too 7

nderano Law, to another bound: |

O, N

th Natuve bythefe divers Laws ?

Idolatry and Sacrifices: 5 '“m

athers, to her felf wijuity

mmands things diffcule and hard

hic is Luft,
d

way 1o

at ave bownd by vows and by promotion,
th pomp of Haly Sacrifice and Rites,

To seach belscf i1 good andf

Tu preac

He finds the God there fa

Th bad fome mea

olfom 3. €o
, which yetmutt be of
hat (o they might b

cls: of all which, and many

rc confpicuous in. pe ceremony’s
they conftituted themfelves the Parrons and
ers.  Towhom
your incredulou:
aman were incredulous and vicious,

Cious, that did not any more reflet wpor
heir Religion, than one man’s b
for difhonefly
befides they might precend his Faith was

B never
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The Original of

never fincere.  But he that led an honef
virtuous life. without any Faith for it
Superftitions, he was the only perfon odious
unto them, as a perfon that demonfirated
unto the World how unneceffary the Priefts
and their Doctrines were to the propagatio
of Virtue. The Philofophers had their extra
vagancies in Natural, but they all 4
in Moral Philofophy s nor was Virtue any
where berter delineated, than by thofe an~
cient Philofophers, Plata, Aristatle, Sencca,
Pluarch, Epittetns, in fo much that
Hyerophante, or Teachers of Holy Dectrine,
was a namcanciently and primitively given
to Philefophers.  Sit pura mente colendus

A pure undefiled Spirit is the only Sacrifice

which Philofophy commands them to offer
untaGod.  But as tha taught the know

ledge of God in his works, and a rational
way toferve him, fo the Doctrines of their
Pricfts introduced not only impertinent, but
alfo abfurd and impious Tenents concernin
God and Religion, withdrawing them a
well from the ufe of their Reafon, as from
the ftudy of Truth : notallowing them any
knowledge of God, or Religious worfhip,
but what themfelvestaught. ~ Nay they be-
tray’d the peopleinto the Adoration of many
Gods, becaufe thercby they acquired to

themfelves much greater advantages by
sdoring many Deities, and introducing e
yeral

~Tdolaty y and Satr

veral worflips of them ,
have expected from che { D of N
one fupreme God. Al which ferves but to

confirm the verity of that Epigram, Ut me.

lins poffis falleze, [ume togam. This Sacer- i
dotal villany was well known to Dio
aswe may learn from the Anfer b
to the Pricft who came to convert him to be
Order, inhopes of Elizis : Wilt thou
Diogenes) have metobelicve thar th

A Epimanondas /

famons men hgefila

be miferable, an vhoart bat s Afr, "

and doest nothing of any worth, fbalt b
only becanfs hos are a Pricét 2 So contem,
ble was that wife man’s
opinion.

rofeflion i
of this more hereafter,

E
The Primitive Ir
ceiv'd its Birth from P
chargeit was afterwards Educated by Eccl
fiafticks ; the one made the Idol, and the
other ordair worfhipof it. And this
we may learn from the Book of the 7
rein it i w. !, 'lm th

1L
tution of Idolatry
ces, at whofe

of Selaman, wh

e Som of »,m

c w;.\ of his Fat )\uﬂmuwd W unl‘lﬂr'

by the name of Bel, or Belus, whichin

the Punick Tongue fignifics God : (From

nce I conceive that errour of

s does proceed, who heaiing of a i
B4

Nim-
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o htl) Pofteity revered i God; ar

For as men whe o dr ink I’uhh

Tdolatry and Sacrifices. 9
f did the Heathen Clergy, under pretence
chandadvan-
veés being like the
the Chrift n( wrch, who (ac-
ng'to Chrift's Rule) ough o be like
gt Wolves 3 whercas the others
er like Wolves among Sheep
we {ee with how greatmalice and
they perfecuted allfuch as oppofed

ing well to others

rines, when poor Secra
xn!\' Lu
ef of

D
ous Do

rL‘UV\le\'(L\\\”‘]

sonly pitying
hereas the credulous al

m.‘/u“r xh‘ Vulgar, with a
fwversof tt wn inventions, the

tothe ,l'\v'f‘

theit Gods, @

their fatisfaction; wh
“ommonwealth 5
times not fo much
their

portance occurr’d in t
fpeaking thercin ma

Nagoya University Library, Hobbes |, 40695973



The Original of
their own fenfe, as the fene of the Magi.
ftrate, where there was occafion to abufe
the people into any belief, thar might re-
late tofome publickgood: inal
fes the Magifirate feem'd firft
them. Alfo they had certain
with much folemnity were confuled upon
emergent occafions ; fuch were the Apolli-
nis Libri, as alfo the Sybiflina Ora

Tarquinius bough: Kn»m h arate, f-
terwards depoliting

burnt together with th
la's time. The Herrufci
Books of natural predictions dmyaw
fpicins, Falgurales, & Ritwales 5 as al
Roma theirs calld Augurales Libr
wherein was contain'd moft of their Rel
ous wor

V.

The firft Idolatry is thought to have come
tom e gypt, and that the all
probability began their Religious worhip
from the Sun, or at leaft fiom the whole
MJleu»mHmm The next to the e Egyp
ians were the Hetrafci, who proved their

e by Antiquity and Univerfality, as

y Predictions. But the moft a
the e &g yprian and .

t of the Druyds, who we
herctafore the Pricfts of Erasce, Germany,
and

Tdolatry and: Sacrifices. o
fome parts of England. The School of
e Drryds flourifh'd wi ichin lefs than one
er the Phanicians 5 and
e deftroyed, together with their Religi-
ous worthip , by the Emperor Tiberius.
Thefe Druyds (befides fome Opinions they
held incommon with the other Gentiles,con-
cerning worfhip due to the Heavens,Plancts,
and Stars) took certain obfervations from
Oaks, Galls, and Mifletow, for their prog-
nofiication of the enfliing year. The Bardi
were a diftint Colledye in England from the
Druydss they had lictle of the Philofopher
or Varicinator in them, The PBrachmans
were ancient Philofophers and Py
Indies, and continue fo to this
hold the Tranfmi
thagoras , which Opinion (as both Apian
and Clemens affirm) he took from the e
and was therefore (fay they ) circumcifc d
after their manner. The Gy
anancient Sect of Philofophy and

en, or M
nunvr”'

i
man-
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Ttz Original of

manner of Zamolx

brou

edgypi 5 brought
their Doctrines ai
cien RomanPricfis took many of the
monics from the Hetrif
nd Celces had their Prie
were called Semnathei.  The Goths had theix

And the Africans

The
iy Laws

Garmans 3

wfeci.
S an, 1 Pricfts call'd rhan
% Now inall thefe
vere ot
in their Doctrine
adamental defign of all v
¢ fharing of theSheeps a
did fiequently quarrel wich o
in fo much that one of the An
uld avoidall controverted points,
icfts wereagreed amor

s more endanger Re

Jlivion s thercfore fo Jong

preach'd upacall, they did

elves under what
Is of

kind of ¢

ral Names , o eral
they worfhipp'd him ; fuct

ifputes

being bur like a quarrel between litcle Chil~
dren, who x.uwr got one Jayntcd-Baby

ft them, fall together by the cars
abour the nam nd dreffing of it.  For

Herefies in Religion, are but like Ivy-Trees,
which though at firft they rend and cleave
the

Tdalatry and Sacrifices.

the Walls whereunto they grow, yet afte
wards ferve to uphold-and fupport the fa
Alfo the Magiftrares did freque "T.

atfuch Herefies, becaufe th

fo prevalent in mens

thority of Religion
minds, that theie Clergy well united
among, themfelves, did oftentimes conteft

the: Secular power 5 which
gerous, that they were cor
wink at thie many divifions and at

amongft them : » Pl p
Leged, - The-chief. 1n‘muif Uw'vtnr\)‘ﬁm
¢ Au-

nun-

they were look'd

werpreters, but

alfoas Meffengers and Agents betwixtthem
ankind. ~Befides, they were everad-

vanced H) the Senate, and the rather, asis
becaufe from the firft foundation
of Rome, until the change of the Govern-
ment, Kingswere Axgurs, asnot:thinking
it faf yn from the F
difcipline fo tull of Authority,
ofan dugur : who were fo highly efteem’d
among the Ancients ; that no

mportance done,

was chofen,nor bufinefs of
till they were ficft confialted :

77
Stl plead a Cl to what they

ofewhoto Empire by dark. parks afires
defire,

Thus
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Original of
Thus Rom:lus and N

epters orly from
Litus Livyinforms us.

Vi1l

The Heathen Pricfts thinking it dangerous
to teach any way to God which men might
go by themfelves, without further guidin
and duu,nv, (like Muficians who are un.
willing to learn their Scholars to play by
Notes, left they might grow able to'im-
prove themfelves wichout a Mafter ) did
not as our Chriftian Paftors do, furnifh the
people with a record of their Gods comt-
mands, whereby they migh walk them.
felves without any other affittance ; but on
the contrary they infticuted Luftrations,Ex-
piations,and che like, which none but them-
felves could execure, and all was only to
render the Clergy abolutely necelfary to the
people

The Original of Sacrifices feems to be as
ancient as Religionit (elf: for no fooner had
men found out that there was a God, but
iefts ftept up and faid, that this God had
ht them in what manner he would be
As Religion thercfore feems
have began moft anciently in che Baftern
patts, or asfomewill have itineSgypt 5 (o
did Sacrifices, which from thence were pro-
pagated to Greece, Italy, and other remoter
parts.  The number of Sacrifices ( fays a
Iearns

#acould receive their
hands, as

Idolatry and Sacrifices.
Author) were among the e£gypti~
be 666, which without all
queftion were multiplied by the Priefts of
feveral Countries, where the faid £ gyprian
Sacrifices were receiv'd.  But whata mad-
nefs was this, to think to flatter the Divi-
uity with Inhumarity ? to concent the Di
vine goodnefs w affliction of his Crea-
tures, and to fatisfie the Juftice of God
with crucley 2 A Superftitions man ferveth
God out of fear, whrr;\srhc truly Religious
ferves himout of love. ~ Superfiition fulfer-
eth mh\'.fx(_.mh“\" an to live at reft, as
iently appears by thefe F Sacrifi
W hat ¢
nal, than to t
poor innoceitt Creature, (who fo liow d the
fimplicicy of I N
offending G
Deity, as the mv we n:»;!‘:«.\p ate our fins,
and render a fufficient atror the
moft execrable villanies of
the Almighty Juftice could be
appeas'd for the errors of the Wicke
by the fufferings of the Innocent.
Now as Sacrifices were the moft ancient
and univerfal, (o the greateft and moft my-
fterious fourbs that cver were invented or
nd. What have Sacri-
1d none but their

h fins 2 coul
unenlightned Pricfls make peace between
God

learned
ansveckon'd to
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o Tdolatry and Sacrifices. T i |

monftrous as their Do¢trines and Sacrifices

to the Di

appear , they have been the chief fupport
Intercellion 2 | of the Gentiles Devotion for many thottfand {
rtiers of Heaven 5 and, | years, and infome Nations continue to this
muft they be fieft bribed before men cou day.  Perhaps melancholly meri might at

xeceive a pardon for

and hearty Repentanc
Neither

by faying, i3

ices were offer

firft light upon this Frenzy, by obfcrving
availd noth how Nature had inevitably framed all

h Creatures to live by devouring and deftroy-
atthelame time; | jng one anothet ; a man eats not one mor-
d, they might | fel] but he deftroys an Animal or Vegerable
ppear thacchiey | Jifg, or at leaft prevents them from atte

repencs forit

commanded Repentance, as we can hardl ing that life, which otherwife they would
By find any mention thereof in their R have enjoyd. Nay, we cannot walk one {
worfhip ; however we may lnpmmGw ftep, but probably we crufh many Infects
did workit in fome of their hearts : for w creeping under our feet; and thefame hap-
find in Plazo and other Philofaphers, fortan, | St other Creatutes:. the Lifs of cach
Wi for fin often enjoyn'd ; and Ay 1¢ad | being by Naturc made predatory upon
the Seprem Sapientes others:
cept, Quodtibi fieri non vis, 4
which gives a brave entiance into the Chvic. | Torvs leaa Lipum feqititnr Lupa ipfe capel 3

ftian Philofophy, as it ftands edin Ho- N
ly Wric. But this they ow'd to their Philo- | Flareatem Cprifum fequinr lafeiva capella
fophy, and not T Lvlllx? Virg. Ecclog.
The ftupidity of thefe Heathen Sacrifices | Hpon thisconfideration //sp's Woolf (being
are fufficiently already exploded %> | touch'd in conftience for the many murders
robins, and others : The fir ndemning | he had commitred ) vow'd never more t6

them as ridiculous, the latter et Flefh, till being almoft famifh'd, and
for God will be  Spirity ,l clpying a Hog in a puddlc, he was forced by !
whichis outwardly done, is rather tc an interpretation wifer than his vow, to

fuppoft the Hog a ﬁﬂ\,

on-

1d fo by devousing
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The Original of
| it, to fave him(eIf from farving, It was
alfo found by expericnce, how many mil-
Tions of violent accidents were ever i
i at hand to deftroy all things that had
| in them, whereas prefervatives weic
to be met with could the
nourifhment or Phyfick reprieve life any
confiderable time, and thatalfo everaten-
ded with fome mifchievons quality encli-
ning, towards death; wherefore but like
W a {mall Parenthefis, intervening a long dif-
courfe: Nor was the longeft eftatc of life
above a moment, compared with that of
death, which is for cver irrecoverable.
Alfo ehe ficknefs of onc map does oftenin
8 fect others, and extends to the deftruction
ofmany thoufands: whereas the health of
the foundeft Body upon Earch, docs not
diffufeic felf to the good ofany but it felf.

nor

So that by thefe, and fuch like finifter

% obfervations, the deftrudtion of things in

being appear'd to them to be more grateful

J toHicaven, than their pre(crvation: wheie
upon men raifed unjuft out.cries_agai

the miferable condition of Bumane ln‘c‘

ing that fault upon the Deity, Wi

proceed only from themfelves; and | \' th

‘means fell to an unworthy opinion of Cruicl

tyin God: and therefore we fee the Hea

thens for three or four emincnt foves, had

many

Tdolatry and Sacrifices.
many more Pzjoves, or mifchievous fup
pofed Deitics. Nay, they crected Alcars to
moft Difeafes and Vices, in hopes thereby
to divert their infection from the people:
as at this day many of the Zud:ans do much
more worthip and confult the Devil, for
fear of mifchief, than they do the good
Spirit which governs the World. But if
it were poffible for wife and virtuous men
to believe, that the Divine power delights
in the flaughter and deftruction of harmlefs
Creatures which it felf hath made, they
might perhaps fuppofc it to proceed, not
out of cruelty, bur rather as pleasd to
have them by a quick paffage withdrawn
from the fufferings and lingring decays of
long life, to be fuddenly eftablifh’d in an
everlafting undifturb'd peace and indolencys
or rather, if from our ftace of ignorance it
were poffible to interpret Heaven, we
might imagine, that it hasmade all Grea-
tures unavoidably to deftroy one another,
in asmuch as that power which governs
the Univerfe, does perhaps contrive the
prefervation and flourifhing cftate thercof
ina proportion as far exceeding its regard
of particulars, as the whole Globe of the
Earth exceeds the finalleft Sand upon the
Seafhore. And as for particular indivi-
duals, Corruprio mnins eft Genaratio alserins 5
wheréby it comes to pafs, that not only

€2

their
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their Life, but even their Death,
torencw the World, and fo tends to its
uation and profperity. From hence
P men of Airy fancies
might conceit, fome reafon why in man
kind and all other Sublunaric things, when
any one lafts longer than is ordinary for
others of irs kind to do, it is ufually
nifh'd with deformity and other decays,
retarding ( as muc
meafure of the Wor
would by its more early change ha
cru'd thereunto.
Thefe thoug!
among Chriftians caufed fome. Hereticl
tothink, that God has from the firft crea-
nco all perifha
theone of Life 3
th and

tion, infus'd
internal principle
fervation, the other of D¢
on; alfo that according as
are more or lefs agrecably entertain'd, ©
is the Creature more or lefs vigorous and
durable,  Or peradventure they migh
more appoficcly obferved the rife and
all of chings reprefented in the rotation of
Wheclsin a Chariot, whofc feveral Spoaks
are rais'd up, and caft down by one and
the fame mover, at one and the fame time;
without any feparate affiftan : for fo they
hought that Infinite powcr, wifdom, and
goodnefs which is all in all, moves thmgs

Idolatry a

nd Sacrifices: 2%

by his immediace prefence and inope
without any need of Arsifutle's l.mJ.'hn i
os
powers fubfervient: Nor
1 cenfire for unt\()\u.,) ,x.\.mm“
being for an univerfal good.
X

N ufe the generality of
not thus fpeculative or
their actions, but rather ¢
as defigning to themfelves power amongft
men, and by confequence Riches and Ho i
nour, the moft
de of tl
taken that w

ervous

ay. Thus when Princ
Rereaminn ol

be an unraly Creasure, mifchievous, and

in the gaverir

lifobedicace and mifehicf;
forfeitures and difgrace:

- e — Et pon
e guis fur ‘,M,m,/,”,g et quis Ad
B
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a3 aciti they did little or not at
i ¢ i vulgar capacities, they did little
il Yet in as much as abundans cantela non | TS SFETER B on of clcar sacional
nocet, and feeing there were many clande- Tor Fuft, the number of them is fo i

ftine Villanies fo fecret and undifcoverable,
as could hardly be brought to an open

as they are of u.»,uw 5 and then
are toowife to hazard their own Ruine

conviction, for fuch the Magiflrate rais'd | ¢ i Aon fof foolifl men, cafting
within them Aimo tortore flagelium, « Pearl before Swine 5 knowing wi th
n in their Confciences the fear of fome fucure {f any man fhould be fo vain as to oppofe
i punifhment 5 whereof for want of that the common belief, the mobile “m.u (as
i true knowledge which we enjoy, they they did by Socrares) opprefs and decry
f feign'd fome of their own invent Hiee for an Acheift. Therefore the wifcl
# gk the Jegpan Lake, godithe Likesiomhich among the Heathens follow’d this Rule in '
i in as much as the goodnefs of God, and ; L i cum vrlgo s {
i their prefent invifibilicy rendred the 166 | oo b cum i

credible, therefore the declaring them to | £
be with material Fire, as alfo Eremal, did | goohd o040
in good meafure over-awe thatincredulic
From whence we may obferve, how necef~
faryand how natural is the belief of a R
wardand Punifhment her that cven
che unenlightned Heathens, as well for con-

from the impulfes of their

yoper it was &
e myfterics to the ignorant mulgitude,
and therefore explain’d not his Parable of
the Sower, till he was alone amongft the
Twelve, faying, Unto you it is given w\w

the myfieric of Goa snto them that are

in parables

{ yveniency , as It don
4 Jatures, were edg (i3
i own Natures, were forced to acknowledge That feung they may fec, and nat p
it. So rational and fo natural is that Article S iy oy bty @ o
i of our Chriftian Faith, 1

Now for the erecting of this Tribunal in
the minds of men, they (not being en-
lightned from above) made ufe of Suj
ftition, (the off-fpring of too much Honour,
and too much Fear) which being to be
managed cunningly, and well fitting to

and their fins fron Id be for, He
e o by i b /J:m, faich
not cvery one that canear,
are well able o digeft and
at they do hear.
efs and fecrefic beir gM(—
€4

wile
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wife obferv’d by the moft prudent of the
Heathens, it made their hhm ul;umt..(.
ich muuws, thongh never f;
wife, s being well alliced that their Pru-
dence would hinder them from difcovering
or incerefting themfclves in the vulgar
Superftitions, how fottith foever. But
neverthele(s, to fortifie themfelves the bet-
gainft any fuch difcovery, they ever
deeryd Humane witdom, and_ magnify'd
Ignorance, well knowing that the feed
foolifh Doctrine, would fpe
where but inbarren ground. R(x\m te
that there isbut one only fupreme God ;
but they caught che beliefof many Gods
Reafon teaches that the Law of God, wviz.
that Law which is abfolutely neceffary to
our future happincf, onght 1o be gencral
ly made known to all
was not. Reafon makes no difference be-
: cir Enthufiaftrcks,and our mad-men,
Reafon expects fome more convinci
gumentto |
u\ur Law

tions, ar
: and upon that M:

reply,
Reafon would fufy
7, who had no v
ojans to himfelf, but was forc'd
arpedon 1o be knock'd

Tdolatry and Sacriffces.

on the head by them. Reafon would tell us
that Romulus and Rb bemms Were Baftards,and
that their Mother Rhea's pretence of being
layn withby God Aars, was only a fham
upon the _credulous multitude, hoping
thereby to fave both her credic and her life

Again, when they defire me to give but the
fame credit to the Hiftory of their Gods,

as 1 do toother Hiftory, 1 will ; buras well
in their Religious, as in Livy or other pro-

hane Hiftory, whenhear of on Ox's fpea

; ing, or a God's defccnding ina Cloud and
fhower of Gold to lye with a woman, inall
{uch miraculous Narrations , my Reafon
defires to be further fatisfy'd in the truth of
them, than m']v by the report of the Au-
thor. Procslus tells us of Romsulus’s appear-
ing after his death, and that he faw him alt
array'din white, Gz. but my Reafon bids
me guere , whether hehad not fome hand
in his murther, and thought by pnnn’l ing,
n up to Heaven, to cle

Ins to be taks

@If to the people of that fufpicion.
onins Tyaneus is reported by Philofira-
raisd & Maid from the dead,

m s whether the Maid was
; for fleep is the Imageof
weher eellthy that

peror's prefence, before @ great num
+ but here Reafon bids me obferve,
that

25
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that although it is reported to have been
done in the prefence of a great number of
people, yet 1 have but the Teftimony of
one man for the truth of it, viz, Piilsf
and not the Teftimony of all thoft |
The darknefs of the Sun at 7
death, appears to Reafon to be bur a
cident, proceeding from fome nar
and that it was no greater Complement ¢
Cafar, thantoany other petfor 1
that dyed at the fame moment.
nothing_how impoffible fo
that is impoffible to be belicy
men confpiring, ¢ to
othet to.cure him witha charm, will deceive
g5 but many confpir

ame, the orher to cure
reft to bear £

Thus when 772
Lame and the Blir
flory of it thus: That Zepa)
how Kingdoms are preferv'd 1
ted by Religion, pretended himfeifto have
animmediare po
that end corrupt

moncy, tofeign themfelves ¢
and the other Lame; whom he afrerwards

cured with much folemnity before the peo-
ple. Inthefamer er the French Kings
cure men of the Evil ; for the Phyfician firft
examings the Paient's wound,and if he finds

\

Tdolatry and Sacrifices. e

‘cincurable, then declares it is not the Exily
but ifhe findsita Sore that is eaficand likely
to cure, then the Phyfician calls it the Evil,
that fo the King may have the credit of
curing that, which would have done well
ofic felf. Thefe and many more fuch Im-
pofiures were put in praclice by the Hea-
thens, which foras much as Humane Reafon
detects, their Pricfts had great occafion to
exclainm againtt it, as they did. Let us
Chriftians from hence learn to eftcem our
Religion the more, which ftands the Teft
ng us give a Reafon for our

Hope.
Furthermore, thefe grand Heathenifh Im-
poftures ( the Sacris initiari, as they calld
themfelves) the better to prepare for the
planting of their Idolatry in the minds of
men, did ( under the pretence of fpeaking
aftcr the manner of men) pre-fuppofe their
Gods to be originally of Fle(h and Bloud,
ibuting to them fuch paflionsand de-
s are only incident to mortals:

made them of both Sexes, Gods
deffcs ; Jupirer had his Wife 7
cither for varicty, or when wear b
Curtain-Lecture, he went to his Miffes;
bue for a fuller catertainment in his Cu
: His G

God-
w, and
y of her

they procured him a Gawmede

svas alfb tobe feenin Crere, as well as the
Grave of any other perfon ; and yet {0 for-
tifhly

o

Hobbes |

40695973

Nagoya University Library, Hobbes I, 40695973



; The Original of
tifhly impious were they, as to believe this
dead man to be the ever-living God. Nay
Vices it et b b e
men: in fo much that nothing is more cele-
brated in fupiter, than his Adultery ; nor
in Mercery, than his Frand and Thefs, of
whofc praifes ina Hymn of Homer's, the
greatcht is. this: That being born in_ the
morning, he had invented Mufick by noon
and before night fioln away the Cattle of
Apollo from his Herdfimen, Thercfore in
Minucins you may hear Oftavizs telling
elicixs, that the Heathens cntertain'd fch
ulous Notions of their Gods, as they
J\H‘ll.l‘:l‘['.! fu i sto them,
be accounted feandalous and dif:
honouratleto any goodman s

aswao

Tmmssrtalia mort.

ali fermane ot

 The Heathens ( fays Armabins) did by
their Gods, as an Afs would do by Caro,

whomifhe were to commend to his fellow

Afles, he would fay he had delicate long
fars, could Bray very loud, and cany
grear Burthens; which being the moit

eminent qualicies in Affes
wribute them to Caro when they meant to
praife him: and juft {o did they impioufly
ge of their Gods; which an ingenious
Phyfician

they would at-

.

Tdolatry and Sacrifices. 29
Phyfician obferving, he would never give
one of their Priefts Phyfick, till he was in-
form'd what opinion his paticnt had of
Divine Vengeance; becaufeif he magnify'd
Gods mercy, then he gave him fomething
to purge Flegm whereas if he extolld
Gods Judgements, then he gave him fome-
thing to purge Choller. Cardan was fo
uncharitable as to think this Superftition
(which did really fink under the ruines of
Paganifm) was like the River Arethifa,
up again cven among the Chriftians, fay-
Nos neblones loguimur de Deo, tan-
o & nobis. But this impicty is fo
far from being practifed amongft us Chri
ftians of «he Reformed Church,that Atheifm
it {elf would be as foon tolerated. Plutarch
defired rather to be forgottenin the World,
than remembred by the Name of the man
that ufed to devour his own Children, as
Saturn s reported to have done : and it is
better to have no opinion of God atall, than
fuch an one as is difhonourable to him, a
the Lord Bacon well obferves. Yet this
was the Heathen Faith ; for although they
did not own themfelves to be e after the
Image of God, yet did they in their fond
Imaginarions make their Gods after ¢
Image of men : which muft needs occa
the fame mutual likenefs.

Nagoya University Library, Hobbes I, 40695973
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Having thus thercfore mantired the
Ground of Popular underftandings, where.
intofow the Seed of vulgar Religions, they
fow’d thereupon fuch kind of Doctrines, as
they judged beft capable of reception, and
moft proper to each particular Genins of the
time and people, according as they found
them more or lefs rude or fubtle, debauch’d
or aufterc. Hence grew their Oblations,
and Almr< whercon they were off thefe
did always accompany their Prayers; for
they fiuppofing their Gods to be like the
Eaftern Princes, before whom no man might
come empty handed, and perhaps becanfe
a great part of their Offerings fell to the
Pricfts fhare; therefore they foon left off
Nauma Pompiling's Tnflitution, who accord-
ing to the poverty of thofe times, ordain'd
a little Cake and Salt with a few Fruits:and
fo Pytbagoras appointed Honey, Frankin-
cenfe, Fruits, Flowers, and othet chings,
but alway 5 tillin procefs of time
their Gods (or at leaft their Pricfts) grew
fo covetous, that the‘v could not be fatia-
ted without the bloud of Beafts; where
upon ren began to offer up Sheep, Oxen,
and almoft all manner of Beafts, to one God
orother ; who at length, like corrupt Judges,
were not to be bibed but at high rates,
efpecially where cither the peritioner was
a

The Original of

Tdolatry and Sacrifices. 31
aRich man, orthe Boon fued for very con-
(, ble, or the God one of rhrhmx fort
in iich a cafe Sheep were deffifed, and io-
thing I (s than an Ox would be accepted.
The by degrees they grew to fich excefs,
atar iengehin café ofa publick

Peftilence,

s not unufual to offer Hecar m/u,rhxt
hundred Oxen, an husdred Sheep, and
asmany Swine, all atonce upon a hundred
feveral Alias. ” Bur to exceed allchi

grew to Sacrifice men and women : n
cient Galli ufed to feed a man fumptuouilly
for the fpace of one year n upona
Feftival c y carried him out of the
City and ftoned him to death, as an Expia-
tion for the fins of the people.  Alfo Apol-
lonins Tyaneus though to ftop the Plaguc
Ephefus, by facxifi a poor old Begga
fome went further tt

or upon fome great Warlike undertaking,
it
i

@

ay

ficed their own C)Mdrev : thus Agamemon
owned W of

upon hisundertaking that re
Troy, offerd up M»un'\' Daug
and ifhe could have procured one of the
Gods themfelves, it is very probable he
would have facrificed him to fapicer or
Mars, for the better fuccefs ih his enter-
prize.

We read inancient Hiftory of many Hea-
thens, who facrificed their ownlives 10 Vm
pitiate the Gods to their Countries:asC w'u‘:;
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for theAthenians; Menecess,for the T
nchorus, for the Sydonians 5 as alfo Cartius
and the two 1>~,u, for the Romans, where
of you may read atlarge in Livy’s 8% Book.
Thus Hutmane Sacri iccs grew cvery where
fo common, that in Mexico

a year were frequently flai
tars; for the more brutith and unna
cruclties they ufed, the more prevalent

they thought them with Heaven'; and i
deed they have ufually been crown'd with
the moft fuccefs ; perhaps fuppofing the
tentional piety, to prevail above the un-
natural act; or rather, that the general
confidence of the Gods affiftance to be
thereby procured, mighe raife a morc than
ordinary vigour in the Souldicrs mind:
whichis the chief caufe of Vidtory. There-
fore when they were ready to joyn Batcle
with the enemy, it wasufual to make fome
Vow to the Gods for their affiftance; which
when the other party underftood, they al-

waysout-vow d the former, in hopes there
by towin the Gods frorh thém, or at leaft to
make the Souldiers believe they had: thus
h o their Wardgaintt the Lo.
crenfes, Vow'd to alb the tenth of the
fpoil, ifthe would give them victory : where-
upon the Locrenfes to outvie them, vow'd
to the fame God the ninth partif he would
be ontheir fide, and that re-vic carried s;.
Alfo

s

R 2 Tdolatry and -
Alfo the French under the con
fhanicius againit Flaminins, vow

‘great Gold Cha
them,vow'd to crect a
and fo prevail'd.
corrupt Judge, who
of Oyl, the other party ¢
d prefer

nted him wi

m man murmur'd, the Judge to
f\vuu the bufire(s told him,thatin the place
the Jar of Oyl ftood, an unruly ©x
1:‘;%\1‘:“Lt‘H‘\i“,1 asitm
ygotten. * And many times theit Praye
ves (o wick |
2s could hever hope for a recepaion, unl
ufher'd in with a very tempting Oblation

15 quire

Horat

This Prayer one woul

b to render it paffable ; but
their Gods unwilling to let their Alcars
grow cold, would Jinnnm, ike Country-
Attornies, rac

at ali; to affift
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to appeafe their fippofed wrath and fury;
{o alfo were there others of thankfgiving,
for Benefits receiv’d - thus the ],‘w).x Wk\ lv'
a folemn Sacrifice t
having difpers'd and funk
#s had fent to in
ur thefc kinds of Sacri
d in private Families, a
y rather be calld
of this fore were the
Juliana, Cornelig gent
and others ; whicl
were made perpetual b
ded to Pofterity.
LR notonly Jl;d';lc
bu nued from Age to Age as
long 2 d Family or Inheriran
lr.(‘:th,.( Purchafers were glad adire here
ditatens, or toget fuch a living as was not
clogg’d with thefe entail'd Sacrifices; con-
cerning which, youmay find a mexry pai-
fage in Plantus, where a Parafite bragsthat
he had gotten an Inherit ,ce/m/;m, fre
fompis 0. b hoverer, cherc wereno:
nnmn} of thefc ThankfZiving Sacrifices, as
of the other; for as much as all men are
naturally inclin'd to covet and wifh well ©0
themfelves, but few are fo generous as
when their tarns are {erv’d, e thanks,
e[pfrmlh ifie put them to charge: for thus
¢ fec many many men Will be mcvl’h\

Tdolatry and Sacr

charitable in giving e bl
advice, orghofily ¢
will not part with a
The bafe ingratitude of mankind, isin a juf
proportion reprefented ten Lepers;
where although the reward expeclce for
their Curc, was only an honit
ledgement ina fer words, yee whe

.mr..m defi'd, 4nd Hecded T Thore,
m‘e was but one in ten w e
himfelf {o much as to come and fay, Sir, 1
thank you,

arch

XLV

Men may wonder why L\m]’r'\r"' Cler
gy did (o highly exoll Sacrific: appeafe
Divirie wrath againft finners, aid £ hle
mention’ or make ufe of R(‘p(r ance
the Reafons . of moft dbvious conjecture
weie two : Firft, they could not but obferve
how fickle a creature man is, he feldom
holds fong in a humour or refolution, efpe-
ciallyif it goes againft the grainof his na~
turalinclinations: fo as in effect, moft me n
do but like Titele Children, who having
committed 4 fault, will (o avoid whip
ping ) fay they will do fono more, but do
it again the fext hour : this made Re-
pentance fecm to them but formal, if not
hypocritical ; and although the intention of
amendment of life were for the time in Fo'm.
earncft, for fulsns jempr, ineipit vivere, and

D2

I

Bur

®
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tiie Pricfts

il to

fo

pro:

in accruing
.
1do ot remen
y place where they
o Cor
1
t thor
I )
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ifice made with flaughte

permit o Sa
and that innocent were not to be flain for tioh of th
the God, fuch crueley being rather likely of th
sgravare, than cxienuate mens other and b
thae Altars weee not o be Nor w

ro kill any \mnl it
intercomm
fide
i g it ena

her Fleece, from the e
vom the Ox his Labour, |
themof their Lives, The

in Sacrifice, was how-

e ver er for Feafting;

they might alfo not w fome good in-
tention be offey'd to their Gods, asto whom |

their Food. The marter of Sa
al, was Fleth, Fifh, and
foever did afford favoury
But amongt ail

in_gener

the Cr scrificia, the moft ancient tolerating them
feems to be that of Swine, who for the tref- me out o ”ot,
made upon Agriculture, weré f .:
s thereof, as we ¢ c
may learn from this line of O th
f Skins t
Prima Ceres avide gavifa cft fangmine Porce eafon
& R
Now thefe Cruenta Sacrificia were ufed not
only D4 XVI
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¢ able to enco
eis by the ingenions

of Wolves
ne Shep
o
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their Religi

Religion ; the other, to the Star

g "11 wanc ,.xk, hgh;

Hmlc Shows

enr times , the chicf part of 1

Syllogifins , which arc

cares of the World ftifle

Tdolatry and Sacrifice

n as it were upon a Stage 3

it fared alfo with that as with
Opera’s , which ever take better Ated,
than

Read : Segs

animos de-

/ e
whole ﬂn\y of
- God at the time of
ir Fetivaly: very {plendidly
d after the manner of publick Plays,

crally in dumb-fhows , without
words at fuppofing every
Fom: hiE oo deqiaincAt

Story by his Religious cducation,
ir fabulous Di
years , p
they had ground-
ive difcourfes an
knacks that ei-
ude at all, or
for cither the
m, or at
after a time they grow as tedions
Fiddler thac can play but one

e not the
Id them long

Tune. Befides, thefe frequent Reprefen-

unto them 5 which is

to the people, how falfe foever
nothing 1s more frequent, than to

s were ao lefs effetual to “A:w‘(u
peoples Faith , than if they heard
ticles of their Faith daily .mmd
ie moft preva
: a Religion
: fince

way of Narur
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Inded into (lu mluf of rh([c Trumpe.
tigs , by that fallacious Argument which
all Superficions have cver made ufe
and indeed lyes as well for one as
ther , ( wiz. ) that the vulgar I
the fafeft. But howcver
prudent men among them were ¢
fortith and blind , as not to difcern t
intrinfick worthlefsnefs of their Superfti-
tions , however
worldly advantage
a Roman General

fignal of a Battel, becaufe the Soothfay-
ers Chickens forbore to cat ; a young
Nobleman ftanding by , told him’, He
wondred he would omit o great an op-
portunity for fo finall a_thing
the General reply'd , Thefe things fe
finall, buc our Fore-fathers by r
thefe Imle chir have made thi
monwealth And to fhew
when they were not under thefe politick
corruptions, but free to declare their own
Judgments , their inward Devorion was
more excellent than their outw
feffion , obferve what one of their own
Pocts delivers concerning Sacrifices :

s

Nan Bove maclato caleftia numina gandent,
Sed que preftanda cft vel fine sefte Fedkes, OV,

FINIS,
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