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Proverus xxviil g.

¢ the law,

!
1 He that turneth atvay bis ear from hea
! even bis prayer ball be abomin

public or private, it is very natural to be-

take ourfelves to God 3 and then, if ever,
we are in the difpofition to inquire on what
terms God will hear s,

I) times of calamity or danger; whether

| We are not at liberty to regard the prefent

circumftances of our country as a ftate of prof-
perity and fecurity.  Religion does not ordina-
rily rule either in the hearts or cabinets of
princes.  When Councils call for national hu-
‘ miliations and interceflions to affift and profper !
i their deliberations, it is a natural and obvious I
2 inference thatall things are not well, o that they }

are not likely to continue fo: for it is; ac leaft,
as true of ftatefmen as of other men, that while
“ they know no' changes they fear not God.”

An adverfary there is, whofe refentment it
( was not thought dangerous to provoke, and
| whofe refiftance it was not thought indecent to
defpife, in the negociation with which no di-
i vine guidance and no blefling of heaven was
implored, on which the fword was drawn in
confidence of human ftrength; againit this ad-
t. verfary, the nation has been called to faft, and
A pray,
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pray, and humble herfelf in the fight of Gody
though from heir humiliations-we turned away
with indignation.  To this call, there are thou=
fands in the landy.ferious, judicious, loyal fub=
céts, who:could: pay nio.moxe. than.an. hypocri-
tical obedience. Hypocrify is not piety,  What
then is- the. injunction to.commit ie2- It isnej
ther piety ror. prudence. -If: the “injunétipn i
enforced by the denunciation-of pains and pe=
nalties,. there. is.as little: charity as godlinels in
the impofition: and if the ferfeiture of: divine
. favor, if the wrath and indignation of God
is. promifed to: the delinquent, there is as little
policy as. charity. in the threatning 5 for. who
ever heard. that the thunders of: heaven:waited
on a ftatefman’s bidding 2

Thefe things, my. brethren, no. wife. and
thoughtful man. will number. among: the. cir-
cumiftances. that fuggelt hope and. comforc-con-
cerning the peace.and. profperity of. our native
country. - ‘But thefe are not. 2l the circumftan-
ces that demand: and juflify the. humiliagions
of this day

Do the divifions of a houfe, of a family, of a
nation fpeak well concerning their ftability and
happinefs> Does growing debt fay any thing
defirable concerning. the property and the in
dependence of a people 2 Does diffipation pro-
mife that they fhall continue to be wife? and
luury tha they fhall continue to.be ﬂwng;

That

23

. That private virtue has fo fmall @' fhare in
public characters: That public virtuc is in o
many inftances trampled under foot by in
refted: ambition, confumed by party-zeal,
fuffered to dic away thr
infenfibilicy ; do thefe things promife well con-
cerning public interefts 2 That Nobles are fo
i commonly more honourable in name than ‘chi-
rafter: That the Guardians of ‘the people are
reproached by their eleors with- corruption,
while they dre themfelzes liable to the fame fevere
recrimination ; are thefc the omens of national
felicity ?

5
»
8

That the Conttitution, notwithftanding large-
enough experience of the inconverilences of
fuch an imperfection, and repeated remonftran-
ces againft it, fhould, in any inftance, fill
remain unequal, dangeroully and - unjuftly
partial, clainiing an equal degree of power,
where there is rot an equal gudrd againft
the ‘abufe of it: That the Law fhould; in
any inftance, be unrighteous and oppreflives
that dutiful and loyal fubjedts, rendering unto
Cafar the things that are Cafar’s, but referving
for the God of Cafar the things that are God’s,
fhould owe to connivance and forbearance what
they have a right to claim, on lefs

humiliating,
ble grounds;
that the moft dutiful and refpectful application
for the repeal of laws, fo inconfiftent with the
common rights of fubjets and the fundamentsl
Jaws of Chriftianity, fo i

on furer, firmer, and more equit

fo incompatible with the

A general
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general fpirit and the true interefts of the Britifh
Conftitution;  that fuch repeated applications,
fupported by the moft cogent uments, fe-
conded and recommended by the Guardians of
the people, fhould be frowned on from a higher
ftation, and rejeéted by thofe who ought to
know, and would be thought to believe, that
the kingdom of Chritt is not of this world; do
thefe things, fuch violations of the civil rights
of ‘men, fuch infults on the religious liberties
of the fubjeéts of Chrift; do thefe things fpeak
peace to our country ?

A fupine and worldly Clergy, with the ex-
ception of fome names, abfolutely many, pro-
porcionally few, above my praife, who havesa
heare the interefts of truth and virtue, whofe
manners and whofe talents fupport and adorn
our campion chiftianity$:a-fupijieandsworld-
Iy Clergy, who having réverfed: the zpoftic’s
maxim of conduét toward the people, feek not
them but ILm:; who' are better praétis’d. in
the affairs, the manners, and the intereftsof ithe
world than in the word and the works of God
eafier and happicriany where than in the duties
of theiroffice; a part of whom, inftead of }
ing that which is committed to their truft, m”qu
ing an authority which Jefus has not given
them, lend it to creeds and articles, in wluch
genuine chriftianity is in @ manner loft, which
they themfelves oppofe in their teaching, while
shey impefe them by their powers another part

of

p-

=

of.whom, acknowledging the dorine o be
unchriftian, and the impofition unrighteous,
tamely acquiefee in it without any thing m
vigorousin behalf of Jefus and his truch, than
the-feeble with that things were otherwifes can
fuch a Clergy, who ought to be the 1
of the world, and the falt of the earth,” in
peace cdify the people committed to-their care,
and in danger comfort them? Can a fupine and
world y preferve them from fuch cor-
ruptions as will need no fevere and unwelcome
operdtions of divine providence to refor
them ?

m

The profpeds that are fuggefted by a Priett-
hood fuch as this, are they improved and
brightencd by the merits of ‘a prief-defpifing
Laity 2 Some of whom, through the influence
of vice and unbelief, hate and revile the mini-
fters of religion: Some of whom, thro’ ftupid
carelefsnefs or impious felf-conceit, neglect the
ordinances and inftitations of religion; whofe
bufinefs and whofe pleafures keep'no fabbath;
who forfake the affembling of themielves ‘toge-
ther but for the purpofes of ung in, of
irteligious diffipation or Ticentious felf-indul-
gence? Some indeed there are, who are not
without the femblance of religion, yet their re-
ligion is dut a femblance, Roating in the head,
founding on the tongue, confpicuous enough
in the houfe of God, but by themfelves not felt
jn the genuine fentiments of picty upon the

heart

dly
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heart, not by others feer in the geriuine influences
of piety on their converfation. ~Some there are,
whofe religion is indeed felr, whofe religion
does reach the heart, yet reacheth, not to pu-
rify but to corrupt it; not to fiveeten it with
that love which Chrift himfelf has made the
badge of his difciples, but to embitter it againit
Ul thofe who conceive not of his gofpel as they
themfelves conceive of it; of # power to unite,
but of much to difunite them from their bre-
thren; of #o power to feed the fources of fo-
cial duty, and to ftrengthen the principles of
elf-government, but of much to loofe the bond
of perfe@inefs, and to deftroy that charity which
is the end of the commandment:

Are there not among us, are there not in
our religious affemblies, are therc not in this
s—let me afk it without offence and not
without effeCt,—are there not, in this fociety,
things that correfpond not to that apoftolic
law < Let all things be done decently and in
order ?”—Say, Is it decent that while the re-
fort to company and entertainments is faffi-
ciently zealous and abundantly-€arly, the refor
to the houfe of God fhould be tardy and re-
ludtant? Is it decent that the word of God,
thofe feriptures that are * able to make us wife
unto falvation,” fhould ordinarily be heard, in
this place, by the /et part of this fociety,
and by them heard but imperfectly in the
midft of continual diftractions? Is it decent

that,

£¥)

that, when the inftitutions of religion are
begun, you fhould come into this houfe of
God with lefs compofure and decorum, with
more noife and carelefinefs than to the vifit of
a refpedted or even a familiar friend ? Ts it de=
cent that from the ordinances of God’s houfe
you fhould abfenc yourfelves for reafons that
would not detain you from any other vifit?
Is it decent that when prefent here in bodys
you fhould be abfent in fpirit? Is it decent that
the: carclefs -air, the vacant look, the drowfy
eye fhould befpeak, beyond poffibility of doubr,
an- indifference or inattention to the inftruc-
tions and admonitions of God’s word? Is it
décent that from the praifes and' fupplications
that ye here tender unto God, your minds
fhiould be capable:of being diverted by- every
trifle by which the eye or ear may happen to
be ftruck ? Are thefe things, my brethren, the
effedts of zeal in the fervice of God? the fruits
of undifiembled piety? the fymptoms of ferious
seligion 2. Is. bere:any evidence that ye improve
the talents: for-which: ye are to account? Do
thefe things fuggelt any hope that ye. are the
better. for the ordinances of religion? Do thefe
things yield any pleafing profpeds that, by th
means of grace, ye will grow in grace? Is it
hus that by. the word of God ye can be fan&i-
fied? Are.thefe the: confiderations that could
jultify me if I fhould boatt of yow, that ye
haye thrown nothing into the aggregate of na-
tional guilt, and might therefore have excufed

yourfelves
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yourfelyes if you_had ¢
prefent national humiliation >—No.—You will
own that thefe things yield you no comfort,
and encourage no hope in God.  You will ac-
knowledge that-humiliation becomes yor as well
as others; and you will agree with,me_that tho
national guilt is. great enough. to.need no far-
avation from any thing that.s wrong

ther agg

in us.

For, tell mej is n
has atcai
and where the Gofpel s enjoyed in uncorrupted
purity 2—Look at the manness of your country
what fay tbey? To which do. they, better cor-
refpond, to which do they more properly: be.
long, to the children of light and of the days"
o 1o the children of the night and of darknefs?
Where do you fee that conformity to the image
of the Son of God, which is. the only teft of
genuine chriltianity ? Where do you ot fee
thofe vices both of the fieth and of the fpiric
practifed without fear, and avowed. withoue

5 of which, even the charity that'is of
Gheift, that hopeth all thingss. cannot hope
that the votaries thercof are bis,

While Unbeliefy the child of Vanity and
atience; and the parent of Folly and Licen-
tioufnefs, retails, her feeble fophifms- and her
that divine Inftrudtrefs,
loves not becaufe fhe knows her nots

how

{—%r 3
howmany are there; profeftand ferious believers,
who have engrafted on the truth as it is in Jefus
what is the proper obje, if not of farcaftic,
yet, of fefious invetive; and who have alfo
loaded the argument of their Advocates with
the inefficacy of that doérine, which profefles
to bé « a doétrine according to godlinefs,” “the
power of God unto falvation,” and the divine
original of which they own? While Infidelity is
every where producing its proper fruits, where
is it not that Faith lies dead in trefpafies and fins?

Insthis land of light, where Religion freely
offers herfelf to examination; and propofes her
arguments to be tried, and entreats that it may
be fech if they are wanting, can it be innocent
wilfully to overlook, or wantonly to reje, the
imoft importan of our Mafter’s talents, and
the moft precious gift of God? To confound
the Gofpel with thofe corrupt exhibitions of
it which have no warrant in the Chriftian
Oracles, and which thofé oracles condemn;
while this book of God itfelf lies open in the
view of all men, thus to confound the gofpe!
with the corruptions of it; and thence to argue
againft the truth as it is in Jefusy s this ingenu-
ous? is this innocent? is it not to confound
the guiltlefs with the guilty ? is it not to flan-
der and calumnpiate, and to judge unrighteous
judgment? Cafiwally and caufelefsty to have taken
up a fufpicion of the gofpel, and becaufe it has
been taken up, to retain and cherifh it; to nurfe

B this

e A e
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this unbelief with cire and diligence, by co-
lecting difficultics that need no folution, and
by magnifying arguments, too minute, without
fuch aid from within the mind itfelf, to make any
fort of impreffion on 't to carry this unbelicf,
for encouragement, to the Scorner's chair ; to
firengthen it by excrcifing it in hardy jefts, in
bold affertions and licentious witticifms; is this
the trial to which pretenfions to divine autho-
ity fhould be put? is this the reverence thac
is due to fuch pretenfions ? is this the enquiry
of candor, of fobricty, of reafon? is this the
love of truth ? is this the improvement of
telligence? are thefe the fymptams of a good
and honeft heart? are thefe the Characters that
fpeak peace and comfort to our country:? The
unm ief of this country has no fuch apology
plead as the unbelief of ofber countrics,
e Religion clothes herfelf in the melan-
choly or fantaftic garbs of Superftition, and
where fhe fights the batcles of the Lord with
the fivord of Perfecution. The unbelicf of
Jefe times has no fuch excufe to cover it as in

b7
the days when the nature of religion was. lefs
accurately underftood, and the evidences of it
Iefs copionfly, lefs judicioufly, or lcfs con-
frantly difplayed. Since the miracles on which
the gofpel fands have been fo often fhewn to
be moft credibly attefted ;. fince the prophecies
that bear witnefs to it, have been fo often
fhiewn. to have been moft accurately accom-
plithed;; fince all the various evidences of it

have

¢ 1)

hase, from onall fides, been continually pouted
in upon the mind, the unbelief of Britain
approaches much nearer to that infidelity of
the Jews, which brought down the wrath of
God ‘upen them, and feattcred them, for the
witnefles of his truth, among all the nations
under heaven, ~ Of the Ln\thei the ftupid
carclefsnefs, the affeed indifference, the con-
temptuous infult with which the gofpel of God
is treated, what is the genuine language
Is not this the language of it, * Who is the
Lord that we fhould ferve him? Depa
from us, for we defire not the knowlege of thy
ways.”—Are thefe the fentim. will j
fy hape in God 2 What gre the pr oi'pca= o
ferious mind concerning fuch a country, wher
Unbelief, under fuch aggravations, though it
reigns not on the Throne, is found both in the
higheft and the loweft ranks of life, is found
among our Counfellors, is found among our
Senators, is found in civil, is found in mili-
tary uFﬁcts, is found even in the facred offices
of religion; where, notwithftanding that ic
fpreads among the Palgar, it conftitutes an ef-
fential part of the polite and fafbionable charac-
ter, and grows with the growing diff
the ‘age? For fuch a land what is there to
hope? If thus they “turn away their ear from
hearing the Jaw”, what claim have they on God
that he fhall not * turn away his ear from their
prayer, and from them his mercy.”

B2 But

41442849

Nagoya University Library, Nagai Library, 41442849



G 1 )

But if, in this land of light, unbelief con-
ffts not, ordinarily, with integrity and inno
cence, what fhall we fay of the Believer * who
crucifies unto himfelf the Son of God afrefl,
and puts him unto open fhame  Is it the con-
duct of Unbelievers only that admits not of an
excufe? Is it their guilt alone that excites our
apprehenfions for our country ? I it here that
our whole demerit lies? Is it nothing more
common with us to fay to Chrift * Lord,
Lord,” than * to do the will of his Father who
is in heavel Do Pradtice and Profefiion go
hand in hand ? is it nothing criminal that they
do not? Isita canfe of humiliation thatInfi-
delity negleéts God’s great falvation, and none
that we “ give no more earneft heed o' the
things which we have reccived 2 To betray the
gofpel, s this lefs criminal than to oppefe it?
While Infidelity turns away from or refifts every
other argument, dogs it betoken no indifference
about the honor of the gofpel, no difloyalty to
him whom we acknowledge God to have fec
over us, no unfaithfulnefls to the interefts of
our brethren and to our own, to held-the truth
in unrighteoufnefs, and to keep back that moft
powerful recommendation of the truth as it js
in Jefus, that by this truth we are fanctified ? Is
the gofpel a talent which it is riminal caufelefsly
or wilfully to rgef, and, at the fame time, a
talent which receiving we may hide, may dif-
honor, may abufe, and be guiliefs ?

If

o Y

¥f to ibe chriftians in name would fupport
our hope, there were little need of this day’s
bumiliations: But if to give fuccefs to our
prayers it be necdful that we be chriftians indeed
and in truth, however you may fpeak peace to
your own fouls, I know nio warrant to_ juflify
Your fecurity and eonfidence .. For, tell me,
though we rank among the firfk of chriftian
countries, is the charatter of this country chri-
ftian ? To what could you appeal in fuppore
of that affertion?

Would you alledge in proof of it, that we
have learnt to call the vileft vices by the fofteft
names ? that intemperance is.exalted into foci-
ality, lewdnefs into gaietys aduliery into gallantry,
sprofanenefs and obfcenity ‘into vivacity and fpi-
7ty friyoloufnefs into. fofbionabienefs, and hypo-
crify into polifensfs? Would you produce in
proof of it that we have learnt to call the nobleft
virtues by the moft ignominious appellations 2
that devotion is entbufiafin, that confcientiouf-
nefs is forupilofiy, - that integrity. is obfinacy,
that non-conformity to fafhionable tho’ wn-
reafonable notions, and. to police tho' jmmoral
pradices, is Juperflition, weaknefs, and precifen
Are thefe the proofs of our chriftianity >

Wil you go into our ftreets and thence col
le@ the evidences of intemperance, fenfuality
and profanenefs, which will not fail very foon
to meét you there —Will you go into the fcenes

of

S
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of mercantile and commercial lifé, and thence
collect the felfith projects, the ordinary decep-
tions,. the authorized frauds, the  fyftematic
over-reachings which Tradition not Reafon,
which Cuftom not Religion, have fanctified 2
will you thence colleét the inftances of thofe
who, haftening to berich, have fallen into divers
fhares; who impatient of poverty, of medios
crity, of inferior affuence, thro’ the inftigation
of avarice or ambition, have from day to day
adventured, and at length accomplifhed, the
ruin of many other families as well as of their
own 2—Will you go into the feenes of public
entertainment, and there in the moft innocent
of fuch fcenes, obferve a fight confpicuous indeed
to the ferious eye, the Minifters of Luxury
and Vanity, the Panders of an outrageous ap-
petite for pleafure, more puntually met; more
freely attended, and, - almoft ‘beyond credir,
more liberally rewarded than the Minifters of
Virtue, the Initra&ors of Youth, and the Di-
fpenfers of the bread of Tife ?—Will you change
the feenes of public entertainment for the fcenes
public devotion, will you there collect the
giddy creatures who go thither for no better
purpofes than thofe which carry them to ev
other concourfe? will you there collect the

Formalifts whofe religion refts in the hearing
of the word and the praying of the prayer ?
will you there note down thofe who have
not even /o much grace, whofe vanity, infenfi-
bility, impertinence, loguacity, does not leave

them

e

thetn even at the doors of the houfe of God?-s
Will you quit thefe public fcenes, for fcenes
more_retited and domeftic 2 will you thence
colleét the filly, infipid, unedifying converfa-
tion? will you there obferve how faft time
flows, and how folly flows as fat? will you
obferve how feldom the bounds of innocence
are kept; how commonly fuch affemblics are
eredted into uncandid and iniquitous tribunals,
where the practices, the manners, the cuftoms,
the conduct of others, as innocent as our own,
are tried by our own prejudices, and by that
telt condemned; where the affairs of others
occupy an impertinent concern, while our own
moft importanc affairs, both in company and
in folitude arc neglefted ; in fuch feenes will
you obferve how often fome abfent character is
facrificed to pride, o {elf-conceit, to malignity
and ill-will ;. and how often the very beft cha.
radters there prefent, are rudely pained and un
feelingly affronted by the worft >—From the
lefs public will you go.into ftill more private
feenes of life? Will you enquire into-the go-
vernment of fervants; into the education of
children; will you produce me fome evidence
of our chrittianity from thefe 2—If fervants ferve
their mafters, what care is there whether they
ferve God or not? if children are accomplihed,
whac care is there whether they be good 2

Education is not formed again? the world
but for it; not to arm us againt temptations,
bur
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but to betray us to them—T0' Jivey to fhiridy
dhefe are the objects of education, which fel-
dom rifes higher, in one half of the world,
than the attainment of fome mechanic or fome
diberal art 5 and-in the other half, than the ac-
quifition of external accomplifaments. To
Jive well, unblameably, laudably, and afefully;
10 be adorned with the true beauty of univerfal
unaffe virtue 3 to fhine in the folid glories
of pure and undefiled religion, is this the objeét
of the Many? their object for themfelves? their
obje& for their children 2—The impofing var-
aifh of hollow manners, how often is it fuffered
%o take place; inour praifes and our cares, of
fincere and fubftantial goodnefsi Are
the houfes of their fathers to- the rifing ge-
neration the fckiools of piety, of felf-govern-
iment, of fober-mindednefs 2 Alas, here it is
that they firft learn to negleét. their Creator,
and to negleét their fouls: . Here it is that they
firft imbibe the principles of frivolifin, of va-
nity, of extravagance. Here it is that they
Tearn to make amufemerit the end of life. Here
it is that they early receive thofc impreffions,
and acquire ¢hofe habits which, in a manncr,
preclude the poffibility of acquiring a tafte for
real pleafure, and a capacity of folid worthi.
Here it s that they learn to feck for happirefs
fi road; to go abroad in queft of it, and
to fesch it in, as they expet, from every hing
chat fmiles and gitters in the.eye of vain Ima-
ation. Here it is that they learn to admire

what

€19 )

what is not admirable, to Jove wliat is not
lovely, to dread what is not dreadful, to place
the point of honor where it cannot ftand, to
laugh at thofe things which are not ridiculous;
tomake light of that which is very ferious, and
to play with thofe things that are d..ngcruus as
firebrandsy arrows, and death: Here it is that
they learn to think duty duluefs, time a burden,
paftimes bufinefs, folitude melanchob, felf-con.
verfation flupid and infupportable. Here it is
that they receive the feeds of that litcle, felfifh,
pilfering, - difaccomplifhing, _time-confuming,
paffion-ftirring, heart-corrupting practice, Ga
ming. - Here it is that they acquire a tafte for
thofe romantic .vifions, licentious novels, and
feducing dramas, which infpire, fofter and em-
bolden the very worft of paflions; which fug-
geft the very falfeft notions of human lifes
which excite the very vaineft expeétations from
it, and tend moft powerfully to difqualify for
all its moft important offices,

Education thus negle@ed, thus perverted,
can you wonder at the frivoloufnefs, the irre
diffipations, the impertinences, the
extravagances of th Can. you wonder at
the brutal fenfuality of vulgar minds? Can you
wonder that thofe who cfteem themfelves the
excellent of the carth, fhould even glory in
#heir more refined corruption? Ts the degeneracy
of manners any marvel ? Thefe things confi-
dered, what is it mr fhing that the general
emulation
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ermulation fhould be'in nothing great,—ir fio?
thing good,—in vanity, in luxury, in pomp, in
fhow, in fantaftic clegance, in taftelefs fingu-
larity, in inconvenient and unrighteous ex-
pences; in (purning at the rank wherein they
have been born, in afpiring to a fupesior ftation,
in anticipating the manners of the ranks they
envyand afpire to, in daring to allow themfelves
in that which they condemn, in bidding bold
defiance to religion, to virtue, to decorum, o
propricty, to prudence? What wonder that
vanity fhould produce extravagance, that ex-
travagance fhould. produce need, that need
fhould create dependence and enfnare integrity,
and prepare the way, both in public and in
private life, for crimes, corruption, afid op-
preffion ? I fuch a country, what wonder that
fafhion fhould take place of reafon, that po-
litenefs fhould ufurp the rank of uprightnefs,
that affeCtation, artifice, and infincerity fhould
be taught by fyftem with applaufe, and that in
fuch a fyftem licentioufnefs fhould accompany
pocrify \\\[7 every other fpecies of falfhood

hy
and fedu

Ts 1bis the land where the law of God is
heard P—"Tis preached.—But is unbelicf, is
Vanity, is luxury, is profanenefs, is libertinifey
the lefs criminal becaufe the gofpel is preach-
ed in the land where thefe things are practifed ?
Are thefe the proof that the ear is not turned
away from hearing the law? Are thefe your

E hope

(21 )

bope that the prayer of fuch a people fhall no
be abomination? If the gofpel-law is a law
of picty, of charity, of purity, what reafon
have we not ¢ fear that the car of God is fhut
againftus, and that, to ufe the language of the
prophet, « It is iniquity cven chis day’s fo-

lemn meeting ?

Will the confeflion of kirefies and, [chifins
amongft us, the tendency of . which confeffion
is to abridge the common rights of Chriftians,
) 3I|LnML the mind. from free enquiry and
from thofe who prefume to make it, to render
odious practices and opinions which the church
hias ot cftablifhed, though the gofpel may have
done it; and to fanéify practices and_opinions
which, though the gofpel has not_ eftablifhed
them, ‘have been eftablithed by an ufurpation
on the authority of Chrift; the tendency of
which confeffion is to contraét the hearts which
the gofpel was intended to dilate, and to im-
pair the peace which was the laft bequeft of
Jefus to the churches; will fuch: confeffions
come up with approbation and acceptance into
the ear of that God, whofe command it is that
we “fearch the fcriptures; that every man be
fully perfuaded in his own mind; that we ftand
falt in.the liberty wherewith Chrift has made us

free 2”—Will hard names and unchriftian judg-
ments in the devotions of this day, render thofe
devotions an BLKLPLILAL facrifice to God ?—Will
interefted and adulatory addrefies prefented at an

C: carthly
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thly throne; will addrefles as fanguinary as theg
were adulatory’ will congratulations and thanki-
givings for the blood that has been fhed, if not
needlefsly and wanconly, yet attually and ftcely
fhed § will thefe ehings ‘cancel - all our other
g\ulr, in the eye of that God, whofe charaéer
is mercy, to whom we are taught to pray < for-
give us our trefpafles as we forgive them that
trefpafs againft us,” and whofe command it is
that when we pray for Kings and thofc who
are in authority, we lift up to him Aok hands,
Without wrath and without firiving ?—Do thefe
things forebode a happy iflue of our prefent
clrcumftances? Do they revive the hopes which
the general recollection of ‘our national unwor-
thinefs would caufe to languifh? Do they em-
bolden us to confide in the counfels of Coun-
fellors whofe character is not piety ; and in the
arms of Warriors, among whom though there
are believing Centurions and devout Soldiers
Who ferve their maker while they ferve their
country, who fear God while they honor the
the king, who are 7ot afbamed of pure and'in-
corruptible manners, who diftain that infignic
ficarice and libertinifin, which the public- opi-
ion, “filfe to the maxims of the gofpel, and
alike“falfe to the dictates of reafon, looks for,
allows, and encotrages in this pmﬁmon, yet
thefe are not many, while the generality, form-
&1 obit oF the ‘reflif Iof the- earch; ferving the
community in this, becaufe of a more ferious
occupation they were incapable, or of a lefs idle

one

¢ 23 )
one impatient; -in ¢vil times are naturally the
worlk of evil men, and-though they arrogate to
shemfelves; exclufively in & manner,, the chas
racter of hanor, are neverthelels of all men, it
raay-bes the moft unpriacipled, irreligious and
licentioys ?

Ase fuch thy champions, thy counfellors,
thy charater, thy circumftances, O my couns
try? Ah, fee you not in thefe things the marks
of aGod-forfaking and a God-forfaken people?

s The Lord looketh from hcavcn, and be-
holdeth all the fons of men: from the place of
his habitation he looketh.on the inhabitants of
the earth, and he confidereth all their works,”
Can he Jook wich pleafure upon Britain? Can
he lool srich approbation on her vices growing
as his mercics to- her- have been multiplied 2
Can he fee with pleafure the land that he hatly

cared for, forgetting that glorious and fearful
pame the Lord their (mJ’ Can he fee with
pleafure thofe o whom the Jines are falien in
fuch pleatant places alicnared in their minds
from God, -and turning away from Jim of
whom they hold fo goodly an inheritance? With
complacency can he fee thein, unattached to him
by the remembrance of national deliverances
fo great and-numerous, unmelted by the long
enjoyment and increafe of fo many mercics,
unimpreft by his warnings and his chaftifement;
as.much. as by his liberalities and tendernef;

V

s
H

1

S
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With complacency can he behold' that land
which he has founded on the foods and guard-
ed by the feas; which he has made the refi-
dence of health and the treafury of plenty; in
which; notwithtanding - many . dangers from
dometic tyranny and foreign violeace, he has
fixed the feat of liberty ; which by many won-
derful events he has emancipated from the
chains of darknefs and of fuperititions on
which he has fhed down the brighteft glories of
the evangelic day; and where he has ereted
the comelieft temple of religion: With compla-
cency and pleafure can he behold this land fend-
ing war and terror crofs the ocean's pleafed with
the devaftations fhe has already made, and pre-
paring to make more;; in public as well-as pri-
vate life fac g humanity to honor ; abroad,
envying to her own flefh and blood the benefits
of equal law and Britifh liberty 5 at home, li-
centious in her liberty, wanton in her plenty,
foll-and denying God, trampling, without re-
morfe and without care, alike on the do&rine
and the precepts of  his gofpel 2

May I fpeak of Gad, the father of mercies,
as the friend, the patient, the long-fuffering
friend of Britain? With what juftice and pro-
priety then may we not image to ourfelves this
gracious God, yearning with the bowels of fa-
therly compaffion over her, il -ftretching
otit his hand to this gainfaying people, ‘and
calling to them as to Tiracl of old, You only

have

21
tave 1 known'of all the families of the earth;
and fhall 1 not vifit: you for thefc things ? Brix
tain, what fhall T do unto thee 2. What can be
done more for my vineyard that has not been
done in' it? Oh, Britain, how fhall .1 give
thee up? How thall 1 make bee as Admah?
How thall T fec thee. as Zeboim? Mine heart
is turned within me, and my repentings are
enkindled together. Oh that thou hadft heark-
ened to my commandments, then had thy peace
been as a river, and thy righteoufnefs as the
waves of the fea. Turn thee at my rebuke and
T will Tay by the Gercenefs of mine anger. Know
thou, in this thy day, the things that belong unto
thy peace. Be wile, underftand this, confider
thy latcer end. Oh that there were fuch a heart
in them that they would fear me, and keep all
my commandments always, for then it fhould
be well with them and with their children for
ever” Thus fpeaks the patience, and the
long-fuffering of God. But if ye abufe his
patience, and fet at nought his counfel, and will
none of his reproof, what fays the holinefs, the
righteoufnefs, and the regal character of God ?

1y

fpeaking, but ye hearkened not unto m
have fent you my fervants rifing up early and
fending. them, faying, Return ye every man
from his evil way, and amend your doings,
but ye have not inclined your ear nor
hearkened unto me: therefore thus faith
the Lord God of hofts, I will repent me
of
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of the good wherewith'T faid T-would bénes
fit them and T wilt bring upon the inhabitants
of this Jand all the evil that I thought.to do
unto them, becaufe Fhave fpoken wito chert
but they have ot heard; and I have called unto
diem but they have nét afwered, : Becaufe
they would none of my counfels thejefhall be
filled with their own: devices* becaufe they
have fet at noughé my reproof 1 will laugh af
their calamity and mocl when their fear cometh:
The priefts and' the people have tranfyrefied
very much, and polluted the heritage of God,
they have mocked the meffengers of God, they
have defpifed’ his word, they have mifufed hig
prophiets, therefore the wrath of the Lord fhall
arifeagaintt this people till there be no femedye
efe are ferious words. There is fome means
vg in thern = and that meaning, Britain, is not
pplicable to thee. For, fay if it is not truer
of ‘this than of any other land, that its pri-
vileges and'its guile refemble the privileges and
wilt of lracl. Say if it is: not true that
/ly taken up a controverfy

ik
the Lord hath aé
with this people.

Tt appears not yet in famine, ot in peftilence;
foreign' quarrels and diffenfions : but apt
i of God’s word and
ordinances, in the'blindnefs of eye and hardnefs
of heart that have feized this people ? Appears
it not in divided counfels and alienated affec-
tions > Appears it not in the want of difpofitiony

or of power, or of fuccefs to maintain the har-
mony

U2 )

thohy and unionof the family of Britain? Aps
pears it not in the blood with which the coafts
of America have been ftained; in the promptix
tude and zeal of her invaders; in the athes of
her cities; in the fword which fhe has drawny
oty fhe fays, to injure you in any of your
tights, but to maintain herfelf in the poffefiion
of what God and Nature gave het? When the
parent arin$ againft the child, and the child
againft the parent, is the blefling of God, are
the fiiles of heaven on that family 2 Are fuch
diffenfions the mildeft, the gentleft; and the
earlieft of God’s judgments? Do they fignify
that his wrath is kindled but 4 little? Alas,
How great muft the infatuation be; that can in-
dulge to pleafing vifions, in a circumftance
where Defeat and Victory are alike inglorious
and ruinous ?

But what feafoti, fome may afk, for fuch
gloomy- apprehenfions ? Say not that the for-
mer days were better than thefes for in this
thou fayeft not wifely.  What is there peculiar
in the guile of Britaini Aow, that ftill fhe may
not hope to fee the fun return after the clouds,
that fill the may not fay unto herfelf < I fic a
Queen; among the ifles, and fhall fee no for
fow

Twill tell you ore thing, and to that T could
add more : There is bis peculiar in her pre
fituation, that Brit
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cokeus of divine difpleafure when fhe did fo
largely and o righteoufly deferve them.  Now,
the has abufed more mercies, withitood mare
warnings, and put the patience and forbearance
of God to grearer infult, and- to longer trial.
As God will not always chide, fo neither will he
always connive at fin 1o the encouragement of
His

Will not always fleep.  You could tell me.of
occafions when * Awake, O fword” has been
the language of God, and it may be that even
now, you Jee its avenging gleams flafhing on
the guiley nations. Yet, fill, fill, notwich-
flanding this ¢ becaufe fentence againtt an cvil
work s not executed fpecdily, the hear of
the fons of Britain is fully fec in them todo
evil.”

But, perhaps, you think that there are no evi
dences that the patience of God is wearing out:
no fymptoms of decline ; no figns of danger.

So thought Sodom and Gomorrah. S0 the
Old World faid: So fuid Babylon: So faid
Judwa and Jerufalem: and fo faid jmperial
is always danger in departing
5od. As he can fave, fo he can
is little as well as by what is

deftroy by wh

greacs by many'; fud-

Jy and unexpectedly as well as perceptibly
Py s lways in natare
caufes enow fubfilling, and |nw[wh fubfift-

ing,

[ 2]

ing, to Jifh the ruin of

and nations in a thoufand different wags: &
turn the fruitful field into a defert; the land
of peace into a feene of cruelty and devafta-
tions the land of liberty into the habitation of
chearlefs mifery and tyrannical oppreffion. It
is but to alter the arrangements in a Statef-
man’s head, it is but to excite a tremor in a
Soldier’s heart, it is but to forbid the external
world to concur with their plans and purpocs,
and the faireft profpects of victory and of prof-
perity are defeated. One blaft of the breath of
God can kindle up the flames that are already
lighted, into @ conflagration that fhall utterly
confume all you love, and the hope of all that
you defire,  With God it is but to fay con-
<erning any thing, “Letitbe” and itis, Mith
means_or without means, with your forefight
and expeétation or without them, makes no dif-
ference to God.

2

But your adverfaries arc as guilty as your-
felves 5 and if you have caufe of apprehenfion,
what have they?

It may be fo, T know not that it is fo: but
if foyou will have i, fo let it be: and tell me,
what pleafure, what comfort can you find in
the contemplation, who but the exies of Bri-
sain could reoice in the contemplation, of the
parent feeding on the carnage of her children,

D & and
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dnd herfelf at I8t expiring by the wounds of
her defcendants?

But fuppofe thefe things are fo, what is it to
you? Have you any. fhare in the national deme-
rit 2 have you any power to controul the pur-
poles of providence 2

To the firft of thefe inquiries your own con-
felences fhall anfwer. Propofe the queRion to
thetn in fincerity and truth, and receive; what
they fay to you, in meeknefs and humility.

"The purpofes of providence are uncontroula-
“God is of one mind, and who can turn
i courel flandech firm for every and
the thoughts of his heart unto all generations.”

Yet thefe; we know, are among the maxims of
his government, * That it thall be well with the
righteous: That tho” the facrifices of the wick-
«d are abomination in his fight, the prayer of the
upright is his delighic.”—We kiow thattherewas
a city where if ten righteous had beén found,
that city had been faved.  We know too, that
there was a people among whom tho’ Noah,
e, and Job had been, that people fhould
riot have beeri faved; but Noah, Danicl, and
Job, byt /d have deli-
Vered their own fouls, —¢ All things fhall work
together for good to thofe who love God "
“They who forfake him not fhall not be forfuke

Dar

r righteoufnefs, fbo

Hear

=

| £

Hear then, my friends: Your country, your
adverfarics, your own fouls are fuitors to you
for your prayers and your obedience. If you
haye any predilection for your native land if
Yot have any fympathy for thofe whom though
Oceans feparate, yet the fame blood, the
fame language, the fame intercfts unite them
to you; if you have any feelingffor what
is moft tenderly beloved by you, for the wife
of your bofom, for the friend of your heart,
for the children of your hopes, * turn not
away your car from hearing the law, leit your
prayers fhould be abomination.”

‘That Britain gave you birth, fhor

this pro-
P

¢ you to plant a dagger in her heart > That

America, your America acknowledges the fame

e
commeon parents; that fhe accolts you by all
the tender names of friendfhip and of kin-
dred, of father, fon, and brother; that fhe is
united to you by all the facred ties of chriitian
communion as well as natural relation 3 fhouid
this provoke you to dye her rivers with the
blood of your own progeny, and to manure
her fields with your own fieh ?

No, my friends, your virtues and your prayers
fhall do what can be done to flay the devouring
fword, and to bid both your country and your
country’s adverfaries profper. If that cannot
bes if the decree is iffucd, and the ocean of
divine judgments muft fwell till it overwheims

both
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: both the Weftern and the Eaftern world ; yout |
piecy and duty will ftll give you hope of fome |

faving Ark, ofsfome excepted Zoar, of fome
modern Pella, fome fecure afylum, where you
thali fee the ruin and have no part in it.
But rbat were a painful fight—The better hope,
and thanks be to God, the more probable ex-
pectation’is, that when the world can be pro- |
fited no longer by their virtues and their pray- |
ers, « the righteous thall be taken away from
the evil to come,” by a timely and a not un-
welcome death tranflated to that better world,
where Crowns and Kingdoms, and all the Com-
petitions of them, fhall be looked down upon
as nothing, and where men of every nation, of
&very tongue, and of every kindred, whatever
were the interferences of their interefts in this
world, fhall be for ever fafe, for ever friendly,
and for ever happy, under the almighty and
immortal empire of the God of Love.

THE END,

-
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