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TOTHE GENTIL

READER.

Onteneeby clfto redde Ser thia
fhorte srcanfe/mberin i metben
berefie/felonye/ noe treafonsbuc
all thar is voritren bere infewe/is
ment for. sy plegnifall benefire/
neceflaryadmonition/and farebfull
inftruceion.2nd albeit the Printonr is not fure/
whetber the auror be gone ro God allready (o
by the difcourfc of the mater be {emetb to bejor
yetfidl in this Wfe/set forafmudbe as the grani=
tic of the YorFe/ths fobrencfe of the fiile / and
the cquiric of the canfe iogried with fubftauntial
Profes/imporreamightye scale/ and aferucne
carc of the autor for bis countrey/ be is pleafed
£o putfarthe the Dorke/totbincent ee rranaile
of the do or loft/_ncither truc Englif be
bartes frufi-are of fo wortbic an infiructid/ on<
Lea they wil willingly neglecte their owne fane
garde/ the fizec of therr connerey/and the Pres
ferugtion of theyr pofferitic. ®od geue thee
(geodreader) s millro forfee/an bears to per
ceauc/and a wdgermen o difcerne
thyne one ffate intgme/
and in Ebrift bareily
well to fare.
2Amen.

i ool
VVHEROF POLITIKE
povver grovveth,vverforeis vyas or
duyned, und the right ufe and ductic
of the fame: €rc,

§; OXEN, SHEPE,GOATES,
dd fuche other unreafonable creda
Nitures cinot v lecke of reafon ria
¢ them felues, but muft be ruled by
DN amoreexcellent creature , that is
i [o md, albeit he haue reafon, yet bicaufe througly
the fall of the furft man, bis reafon is wonderfully
corrupt., and fenfualitic hathe goten the ouer bana
deis not bableby him felf to rule him [elf, but mu
bawe amore excellent goutrnour, The worldlinges
thought , this gouernour was their owne reaforss
They thanghtsthey might by their owne reafon,doo
obat thein luftednod onely in priuate thinges, but
alfoinpublike. Reafon they thought to be the only
sdufe, thatmen furft affembled together in compas
mies, that common welthes were made,that policies
were well goutrned and long contined:but menfee,
that fuche syere utterly blynded and deceaued in theip
ymaginacions,their doinges and inuentiones (femed
they newerfowife) swere fo cafiliand[o fone (coue
#rary to theis expectacion) ouerthrowen,

i Sobes

A
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Rucher is the Sifdome of the Grecianes? uher is
the fortitude of the ARirianes: wher is bothe the wif
dome aiid force of the Romaynes beconte? Allis uin
nished dvwaye  nothing almoftlefte to teftifiethat
they were,, but that which well declaveth,that their
reafon was not bable to gouernethem. Therfore wee
e [uche 45 were defirous to knowe the perfit and ons
1y gouernour of all, conftrayned to feke further than
them felues,andfo at leynght to confeffe, thatit was
one God that ruled all. By him welyice,we hae our
{ be moued. Hemade us,andnot we ounfels
e bis people, and the shepeof his paftre,
1L thinges for manzand maiv be made for bim
o ferueand glorific him. ‘He hatbe taken upons
bim thordre and gouernement of man bis chicf creas
ture 5 and preferibed bim arule, how be should
bebaue bim [elf , what he should doo, andwhat bé
miayenot doo.

This rule is the lwe of nature, furft planted and
graffed only in the mynde of mi,thi dfer for that bis
‘myndews through fynne defiled filled with darknef
e, d encibred with many doubtes fet furtbe in vori=

n¥his lawe is comprehended alliultice, the pera
fite wayeto ferueand glorifie God , and the right
medie’to rule euery man particularly , and all men
generally:and the only flaye to mayntayne euery 3
mo sealthe. This is the toucheftone to trye euery mé
ues doinges (be be king or begger) whether they be
good or ewil. Bi this all ménes Lawes be difeerncd, whe
ther they be iufte or uniufie,godly orwicked. As for
at example. Thofe that haue autoritie to makelawes
ind common wealthe,make this lawe,that no pynnes
shalbe made,but in their owne coiitrey.1t femeth but
atrifle.et ifby this meanes thepeoplemaye be kept
fromidlenefJe,itis & goodand infbe Lawe andpleafethy
God.For idlencfJeis auice wherwith Godis offéded:
and the waye to offende bim in bredche of thefe
commaundemétes: Thou shalenorfteale; thow
shalenot kill ., thou shale not be a horemons»
ger,8c. . orallthefe cuilles comeof dleneffe. O
theother fydejiftbepeople be welloccupied in other
thiugs, and the peaple of an other countrey lyue by
pynnemaking, and uttring themsthiif ther should
bealawemade,that they might not fell themto thei

ting in the decaloge ort dafter
educed by Chrift our faucour i to thefe two wordes:
Thou shale louechy lorde: God aboue all
¢hinges,ad chy neighbour as chy felf. Thelae
ser parc, vvherof he alfo chus expoundech
vvhat fo cuer ye vyill thac men doo vite
you,dooYyeeun o to cliem, 3

neighbours of theother countrey, otherwife well oc
cupied,it werc a4 wicked and an uniufte lawe. For ra=
kingasweyethe meane, wherby they Iye,d meane is
deufed o kil them with femyne,and fois not onel
this commaundement broken : Thou shalt not kill,
butalfo the general lawe,that [ayeth: Thou shalc

A i loue
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Tote thy neighbour as thy felf. And,yuhat
foeveryevuill that men do vnco you,cuen fo
do youyntotht. Foryouyour fclues yuold
1ot be kilted vuith hungre.

Likewife if ther be ¢ Lawe made, tterly probibis
#ing any m that can not lyue chafte,to maric:this s
an vniuflz,an yngodly and ¢ wicked lawe. For it is dn
occafion’, that wher with marizag, he might auoide
fyunc: be ot marieng dothe committe boredome i
acte or thought contrary to Godies Svill and come
maundemie:Thouthal not comite horcdome

Bgdyn,a prince forceth bis fubiectes (onder the name
of requeftytolide bim that they baue,which they doo
wnwillingly 2 and yet for feare of aworfetourne,
they muft feme tobe content therwith, A feerwarde
be caufeth to beaffembled in a Parliamét fuch 45 per
chaiice lent nothing,or elles fuch do date not difpleas
fe him.They to pleafe bint, vemit this general debte.
"This s 4 wicked,ongodly, and vniled lawe,For they
doo not .« they &volde be dont unto , but be atvoccas
fion, that a great nombre be vndone , their children
for Lacke of fuftensunce perifbe through femyne,and
their ferusuntes forcedto fleale, and perchaunce to
eBimytmuyther. So that if men il oeigh well this
ordre and lawe that God hatbe prefcribed to man,
“Thou fhalt loue thy lord God aboue all thinges, and
thy neighbour & thy[felf. And,what fo euer ye will
&t men do vnto you,do yecuen the fame vito them:
they

#hey maye fone learite to tryegood from euil, godlya

neffe from wigodhynefJe,right from verong.
Andit'is fo playne and eafie to be ynderfbanden,

that noignoraunce ci or will excufe hins that therin

offindeth,

Agdind thoffindonrs of this lave , ther wis
Wo corporal punishement ordayned in this worlde;
il after the defbruction of the Seoorlde with the great
fidud.Foralbeir Cayn andlamech had committed
hborrible murthers,yet &oerethey not corporally pus
nifbed,but bad 4 protection of God, thatnone [bould
Laufully busee them, Bt after the flood, whan God
faswe s gentilueffe and pacicnce could not worke
bis ereatures to doo their ducties vaforced , but inia
quitie prewsiled and ntifchief daily enoreaced, and
onemurthered, and deftroyed an other:than was be
conftrayned to chaunge bis lenitie into feucritie, and
toddecorporal paynes to thofe that wold not fom
Towe, but tranfgrelJe his ordinamnces. And fo bhemae
deithis lawe, which be declared to Noba: - He chac
Sheadeth thebloud of man , his bloud Shat
beShead by man,Forman is made after the
ymageof God,

By this ordinice and lawe be inflituteth politike poe
wver and geueth authoritieto mé to ke more Liwes,
For
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¥or be that geucth man qutoritie ouer the body dand
1ifé of man, bicaufe he wolde baue man to lyue quicts
Ty with mathat all might ferue bim quictly in boly=
nes andrighteoufies,allthe dayes of theirlif, it can
not be denyed, but be gaue bimautoritie ouer goos
des,landes pofJefiones and allfuche thinges 4s might
bried controuerfies and difcordes, andfo hyndreand
Tet, that e might ot befersied and glorified:, 4 he
requireth. This ordinaunce alfo teacheth makers of
Tawes, howthey should behaue thi felues.in making
awes:that is to fet aparteall affectiones,and to ob=
feruedn equaliticin paynes,that they be not greater
orleffe;than the fault deferueth,and that they punif=
be not thintiocent or fmal offendour firmalice , and
let-the mightic and great thefe ¢fcape for affection.
Andout of this ordinaunce growethandis grounded
thautoritiofor Magiftrates to executelawes: for las
wes withoit execucion,be no ore profitable, than
belles without clappers, Butwhetber this authoritie
to makelawes,or the powver to execute the fame,shal
be and remayne in one perfon alone,or in manie,itis
ot expreffed,but lefte to the diferecid of the people
fo make [o many and o fevoe, #s they thinkenecefas
vie for the mayntenaurice of the flate, foberuponin
form places, they haue ben content to"obey fuchelas
wyoes , a5 weremadeby one , s the Ifraelites were
with thofe that Moy[esordayned & the Lacedes
mones with thofe that Licurgus made,the Athes

nies with thofe that Solon gaue them.  And i forié
places with fuche s &oere madeby certayn outchon
fenmen,as in Rome by the tenmen. Andin fome they
receaued none | but fucheds all themultitude agreed
Vnto, Likewifein fomecountreyesthey were cotent
tobe gouerned, and the luwes: executed by one king
o ludge, in fomeé places bymany of the be forte, irt
fame places by-the peopleof the loweft forte, and in
fome places alfo by the king nobilitie, and the peaple
allgogether,

And thefe diuesfelkyndesof Sates or policies hade
their diftindtenames, as wher one ruled,a Monare
ic: gwbermany of the bet, Aviftocrarie: fohet
the multitude,Democratiesand wher il together)
#hat is ,akingsthe nobilitie,ahd-cdmones, & mixte [14
te: Kobich mien by long continuaunce baueiudged to
be the beftfort of all. For yoher that mixte fFate wag
éxcrciced, thirdid bhe comon wealthe longet ntis
nke. But et euery kyndeof thefe Rdtes tended o
aricende,, that is, o the mayntenaunce of iuftice,te
the Swealtbe dnd benefitc of thehole multitude ; und
notofithe faperiourand goucrnours alone, \And
whanthey fiwe ', that the goucrnours abufed their
aatoritie, theyualtred the flate, Asamong the 1fraca
litesiqy for theniguitie of the children of Samuel
theirdidge,from Tudges to kinges : among the Roa
waynes: 5 for-the tyrannye and opprefion that
Tarquinius
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Tarquinius ofed ouer-the people (4 the chiefoca
cdfion) and afterwarde for bis fonnes lewdenefJe (a5
theoutwarde occafion ) from kinges to Confules,
and [o from Confules ( fortheir euil demeanour) to
Decem viri gnd Triumviri, that s , to- ten rulers
and threc rulers + andfo from chaunge to chaunge,
eyl it came to the flate Imperial = yet alwayes
preferuing and mayntening ¢ bautoritic , albeit
they altred and chaunged the kinde of gouernes
ment, For the Ethnikes themfelues being leddeotia
1y by the Lawe of nature and their owne reafon,fawe
that without politike powsy and.autoritic -, man-
kynde could not be preferued, nor the worlde cons
tinued. . Theviche wold oppreJe the poore, and the
poore feke the deftristion of the viche , to baue that
bé hadesthe mightie wold deftroye the weake  and
& Theodoretus fayeth , thegreat fishe eate vp
the[mall, and the weake fcke reuengeon the migh
ticzand foone feking the otbers defbruction , allab
Teynght shoulde be endone and cometo deftructions
And bicaufethis authoritic and power , bothe ta
ke Lawes and execute Lawes, proceded from Gody
the _holy gooft in feripture calleth them Goddess
ot for that they be naturally Godds, or that thexy
be trunfubflantiated in to Goddes ( for befayeth;
they shall dye likemen , andin dede tieir workest
declavethem to be non other than men ) but for
thautoritic and power which they receane of God,

tobe

to behis niinifiers herein eavthe , in ruling dnd goe
werning bis people, and that the people should the
vather obeyethem , and baue thene in bonourand
seuerence, according to his ordinaunce,

And the wonderfull prouidence of God is. herein
¢0 bewel noted and confidered, of all fuche 45 lous
and feare God,thatin dll places and countreyes wher
Goddes worde hathe ben veceaued and embras
ced,ther for the tyme the people foloveed God, o tis
vanmyecould entre, but all the membres of the body
fought the profperitic and wealtbe ore of amotber,
for Goddes worde taught thew [o todoo <« Thow
shalé loue the lovde thy God: ( fayeth it ). aboue
allthinges | and thy ‘neighbour as thy felft. >~ And,
wwhat yewill that men doo vntoyou, doo you euen
fownto them,  The frutes of his worde is loweone
of another , of what flateor degreein this sworls
de fo-eucy they be . And the @ate of the pos
Ticies and common wealthes haue ben difpofed and
ordained bi God , that: the besddes could not
Cif they wolde) oppreffe the otber membres, - For
@ among the Lacedemonians  certain men
called  Ephori  were ordayned [0 fee that the
Tinges should not oppreffe the people,and among the
' Romuynes,
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Romaynes,the Tribunes were ordayned o defende
and wmayntenc the libertic ofthe people from the pri=
deandiniurie of the nobles: fo in all Chritian reals
mes and dominiones God ordaynedmeanes, - that the
beads the prices dd gouernours should not opprefJe
the poore people after their luftes, id make their wil
les their lawes, As in G 7 é

#t hereafter it shalbe declareds
This is fo manifeft in’ moft places, that it shalt
‘ot nede any particulur example. Soherfore it shalbe
the parte of all Chridten men to take bede , thatin
forfaking God , they bring notiutly the deuil and
tyrannes to reigneouer them:, - And thofe that be
d

d the peaple,e Counfail or diet: in Eraiice andEn=
glande, parliamentes, woherin ther mette and affems
bled of all fortes of people, dnd nothing could be do=
ne without the knowlageand confent of all . - But
wher thepeople baueforfsken God , and conténed
utterly bis worde, ther bathe the deuil by his minis
$ers; occiupiedthe hole countrey ,and fubuerted the
goodordres , inticeandequalitic, that was in the
cominorwealtbe, and planted his unreafonable lus
Jles fir good Lawes, s euers man mayefee by the Res
alme ofi ¥ ngarie which the Turke inour tyme ha=
theoscupicd. And wher the people haue not utterly
forfaken God and bis worde, but haue begonneto be
weary of it:ther bathe not God fuffred Tyrannes by

and by torushin, and to occupiethe hole , andto
fuppreffethe good ordres of the common wealthe
butby litel and litel hatbe fuffred them tocrepein,
firk with the bead, than with an arme, andfoafter

with alegge | and at leynght (werenotthe people

penitent, andin tyme conuerted to God) tobring in

the hole body, and toworkethe fiates of Tirannes,

“

called to parli (and foto be
makers of lawes, wherby the people should be bouns
den) not to neglecte their ductie, or to deceaue the
people of the truft and confidence , that veas putin
them. Forit is no litledaunger that maye therby fo=
loweuntothem , bothe in thisworlde , and inthe
worldetocome.  For that man that toke upon hins
todoo dny thing for an other (being the thingnes
werfo litle of ualue) and therin didufe bim felf either
craftily, feking bis owne gayne and profit, or shes
we him felf not diligent ; ornot pafing what becas
meof the matter committedto his truft , our elders
being men of honeftie , iudged and condemned for
amod wileuarlet and unhonest perfone : and being
menof wifedome, made alawe (which continueth
tilthis daye) not only that he should makerecom=
pence for the burt be did, but alfo that be should not
beallowed afterwarde in the company or nombre of
honeft men, no more than an open thefe.  And this
they did not by will, but by reafon, not rashly , but
aduifedly, not by the mao voices, but by the more
diferete headdes, bicaufethey fawe, thatmen could

not
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not be alwayes prefentto doo their owne thina
Bes'; but of necefitic mutufe the belpe and truft
of others.And again, nature hatbe not made euery
man apte for all thinges;but hathe made one man mo
remetefor.one purpofethan another : fo that one
baningnede of another, extery one should be gladto
doo for another , and allbe tyed together in an un=
diffolublé firong bandeof frendship, ~ And therfire
was fuche falfe and unfrendly dealing taken to be
moft wile, bicauf it did uiolate two the chiefiff ucr<
tucs and moft neceffiry thinges, without whit
koude coulde not contyaue: faithe,and £
For'noman requireth an other , to doo any thing
for bim , - wohom be taketh not to be bis frende ; for.
trufteth him, whom be thinketh not faithfill . And
therfore they thought bim tobea uery wicked: and
vile perfone,and notworthythe name of 4 man, that
at one tyme and in one thing should thus undoo:
theknot of frendship , and deceanebim, whom be
coulle not baue burted , onles be bade trufted bint,
Nowif nature , reafon , honefic and lawe dothe
fo greucusly punisbe him , and caft him out of all
banefb mennes companies  that is necligent in 4
trifie . how muche more ought be to be punished
and caft out of all mennes fight , that is necligens
inthe greateft matierss  1f heought fo sharpely
tobevfed , that deceaueth one poore man : how
muche moresharpely ought he to be punished, and

o]

of all men to be abhorred { yea cat‘tothe dogges)
that deceaucth a hole Realme of ten or twentie hyna
dredthonfaunt perfonies ¢ 1f he be thus to be abhora
redandpunifbed , thatis required todoo an other
wmannes bufynefJe , and deceaueth him : bow muche
nore oughtthey to be abborred and hated, that tahe
vpon the to deo for others, notdefived but fuyng
forit:not called therto , but thrufting in them [elfs
notprayed, butpayeng | 'geuing many lynereyes,
procuring and making frendes to, gewe them their
woj¢es, obteynyng of great mennesiettres,and ladies
tokens , feafting ‘freholders , andmaking great
banketting cheare:niot by the confent of the parte,
butby force and treinght with tropes of borfemen,
billes botpes,p3lkes, goniies and fuche like kynde of
qualityes,
1fthis opinionbe bad , and iudgemens be geuen
againd & man thit fckethbis owne gayne withthe
Toffe of his frendes in fmall thinges : &ohat opinion
mayemen bae, what iudgemét [halbe gencn of thoa
fe that Cto make them felues noble and riche) cutte
the throtes of thofe that committed them felues theis
weyues, their children, their goodes, yea and lyues
vpon truft in to their handes:
3 this iudgemét be geuen for worldly thinges, wohat
iudgemit fhalbe geué of thofe that wilfully goo abous
t0 deftroye ménes foules,and to make thé a prefent to
thedeuil,[o that they fora tyme maye be bis deputies
bere
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berein earshe?«1f men doo thus abborre and punifc
be fuche unfuithfill and. wnhoucft perfones : bowy
muche more will thalmightie God abborre ;- con=
demne , and exercicebis. feucre iudgement on them,
that thus abufe the autoritie,geuen unto themt by
bim ;- anddeceaue end-undoa thofe paore shepeof
bis , in whom (4 his minifiers ) they put their
truftz

Hearke, hearke (while tyme of repentaunce is)
totbe fentence of. ‘God, -pronounced by the mouthe
of bis ferudunt and Prophet Efaizs*V Vo bevneo
you(fayeth be) that make vnrighteous lauues,
and deuife chinges vuhich be.to harde to.be
kept,vuherby the poorcare oppreffed on eues
fyfyde B oeintia e pesplb ars
eheruuith robbed of itdgerhént , chacviuys
douues maye beyour praye,and thatye maye
robbe the facherles. V' Vhdevuillyedog in
xym: of the vifitacion and defirudtion that
shall come from farre? To vuhom yuill ye
sunae for helpe? Or to vuhom vuill yegeue
your honour,thathe maye kepeitthatye cos
menotamong theprifoners , orlycamong
thedead?

This terriblewo of euerlafting damndciontas
[ooken not only to Terufalem , but to Germanie,
Italie,Fraunce, Spayne, Englarde, Scotlande, and
«llothercountreyes and naciones , whet the like

wices

sshulbe committed,  ForGodis iute , dnd fo
cth finne , that be neuer leaneth it in any place
vupunished: but the more common itis, the greater
plages and force dothe be vfeto repreffe it : 45 we
maye learne by thexamples of the cities Sodome
«nd Gomot,and Terufalem bis ownecitic. Andbefi«
des the general plage , he whippeth the autors of
itwithfom fpecial fcourge, that they maye be d fhes
&acle, nok only to thofe that are prefent, but aifo &
remembraunce to all that be to come,

But perchaunce fom (that be put in truft and aue
toritie to make [Fatutes and lawes ) will faye : koe
doanot willingli any thing againft Goddes bonour,
or the wealthe of our countrey, ordeceaneany that
put their truftin os,
1f anyfuche thing folowe,, it is by reafon that we
were ignoraunt.

Tell me, 1f befeche thee, if thow hadeft byred ong
to betby shepchearde, and thy shepe should yn=
der bis hande by bis ignoraunce myfcaric o if thy
borfeleper tahing wages,should (through bis neclis
gence)fuffre thy borfe to perishe : woldedt thou not
compte hin faulty and loke for amendes at his hane
desz should ignoraunce excufe bim? No, thow wole
fave, 1 byredthee, and thou tokeft it vpon thee,
fo thouwoldeft not onely force bym to mase fa=

de

&

tisfaction,but alfo woldeftthinke it iufte to hune bim
Piinifhed befydesto make himfelf no more conyng
B than
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#han the sds,not to deceauedsy that put their truft
Fnhim, Thanthei aremuche to blame, that being
putintruft in Courtesand parliamentes to make la=
wes and fFatutes to theaduauncement of Goddes gloa
vie, andconferuation of the libertics and common
wwealthe of their countrey ,neglecte their office and
charge , being appointed to be not only kepers of
Goddes people,not of hogges, neither of borfes and
‘mules which aue no vnderftading , but of that deare
flockewhich Chrift purchaced with the price of his
art blood:but alfo as phificiancs and Surgeons, to
vedreffesreformeand beale , if any thing be am[Je.
Andif aphifitian for lucre or other mennes pleafure,
wwold take vpon him the healing of « foredifeafed per
foneand for lacke of knowlage or vp3 other euil pur
pofewold miniftre thinges to burt or kill e perfone,
swere henot worthy to be taken and punished ds 4 box
cher and 4 man murtherer?

But ye will [aye:we gaue credit to others,andthey
Weceaned v, Thinke ye.that this balde excufe will
Jerucz 15 it not written,that if the blyndeleade the
blynde, botheshall fall in to the pitte ¢ Did the ples
thatExamade foroffending ineating the forbidden
appleCrshan shefiyed, the ferpent bad deceaued her)
excufeher? Nothing leffe.  shewas not only ber
felf therfore punished with fuche paynes (45 greater
than deathe none could be deifed)but alfo all her
podieritie,

athers

Other perhappes of yois will faie & ye dare doo
Non otherwife.if yedid , ye fhould be taken for ene=
ihies of the gouernour, runncin to indignation, and
Jo lofe your bodies and goodes,and yndoo your chil
dren, © faynt beartes, Thinke ye, that your parens
teshad Iefte yous yebe , if they had benfo fuyne
barted ¢ Or thinke ye that this will ferue your turneg
Soas it ynough fir Adam our firft father , whan he
fill with bearing bis wife companye in eating the fore
bidden upple,to faye, 1 durft not difpleafe my wifes
or to f1ye,es be fayed, The woman whome thou gda
weft me,gaue itme? NO, it anailed not,but he dnd all
bis pofteritic were plagued for his difobedience, a
weiand all that [ball flowe vs,doo well il, if we haa
wedny feare of God befire our eies,

oban the brutifhe commones of 1frsel were

Jo importune vpon Aaron , that be for fosre
twas fayne tomake them the golden calfe : where
withwhan Mofes fharpely charged kim he exa
cufedbim felf fuyeng:alas Sir, this fedicious and ras
geing bratifhe people woldnedes haue me perfirce
todooit, God knoweth , it was foredgainft my
will & didthis excufe acquite him,trowe you ¢ No
furely . If be had not repented , e hadbenas
[ureof bell fyre for bis labour 5 astheybe  swhich
haie [ct vp of fayed the beaftly popsfhemaffe , at
B i the
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b furious enforcementof the brutishe commones
or inpretenfe of obedience to the Quenes procedine
ges inEnglandeionles they fpedily repent , andres
nounce their wicked doing,4 Adrondid his.

Thus ye haue bearde not only whevof politike
power groweth,and of the true vfe and ductie therof,
St dlfo whit wiilbe Jayed tothir charge. that doa
5ot heir ductic in making of lewes. Now [ee, what
isfayed by God to thexccutours of lawes : See
&hatye-doo (sayethGod) forye execute
not the judgement of man, butof God.
and gohatfo euer yeiudge , it shall re<
doundeto your felues . Letthefiareof God
t}.rnﬁrcbcbe/u'n}ourtic!, and doo all thinges with
-?x{igrrx:c. Forwith the lorde our God ther is non
iniguitie, neither difference of perfones,nior yet ha=
the he pleafiire in revesrdes ot bribes,

But of the minifters of lawes and gouernours of
wealmes and contreyes, move shalbe fayed hereafter.

Vv VHETHER KI NGES
princesand other gouernourshaue
anobfolute power and 2uthoritic

ouer their fubiecies.
Forafuiche ds thofe thetbe the Rulers inthe
svotlde,anid wollebe tabé for Goddesehatis themis
niders and intdges of God beve in earebe,thexiples
dndmyrroursof algodlyneffe, udtice, equitic, and
other vertues ) cléyme and exercice dn abfolute pos
wer.which lfo they call fulneffeof poersor prea
yogatiue to doo what they lusk, and none maye gay<
nefaye them: todifpenfe with the lowes 4 pleafetly
them , and frely and without corredtion or offeice
douwn!my;ylorhcldwcnfnarurc,mdatbcr Goddes
Losves, and ehe pofitiue lawes and cuftomes of their
countreyes,or bredke them :and vfe their fubicctes
ds men doo their beaftes, and as lordes doo their vila
Tahes and bondemen, getting their goodes from ther
by hoke and by crooke, with Sic volo,Siciubeo,and
fp!n.(mgi!tuthtdcﬂrut!ianafkhdv,'ubicclti: the
mifericof this tyme requireth to examyne , whether
they doo itrightfully or wedgfully thatifit be right
full, the people maie the more willingly obeie and £e
ceauethe fame: if it bewrongfl, that than thofe that
sfeit,maye the rather for the feare of God lesue it
For(no doubt) God will come , and iudge the worlde
m’rhcquiu‘c,mdrmégnbrcm]'eofthruppre{ﬁd,of
the popes power(yrhe compteth him felf one,yed the
B iif
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ebiefof thee binde of Goddes yea aboe them all,and
felowe tothe God of Goddes ywe minde. ot now to
treate:nother is it vequifite. For all men,yed half vois
fe women and babes can well iudge,tiat his power is
worthy to be laught at: and wereit not bolftred and
propped vp with [weorde &d fagot, it walde (as it will
notwithftanding) fhortly Ly in the myre,for it is nok
Buylt on therocke,but on the funde,not planted by the
father of heauen,but by the deuil of hell 45 the frutes
doamanyfe&ly declare.But we will fpeake of thepos
swcr of kynges and princes and fuche likep

by which namealfo the Lawes of natuve be comprea
bendedykinges and princes arenotioyned makers he<
7o with Godo that therby of the fels they might
clayme any interclt or autoritie to diffoluc themor
difpenfewith tbem, by this Maximeor prizcipdl,
that he that maye knyt together, maye lofe afondre:
and he that maye make , mdyemarre : forbefore M4s
giftrates were, Goddes lawes wercs Neither can it
be proucd,, thit by Goddes worde they haue dny -
toriticto difpenfeor breake them: but that they. be

ill ded to doo right, to minifire iuftice, and

yulers,and gouernpurs of conmon wealthes.

Beforeye haue hearde,how for a great long tyme,
#batis yntil after the general flood ther vess no ciuis
Leor politike power,and how it was thi furft orday=
ned by God bim [¢lf, and for what purpofe he ordaya
md_u;:,’m is (to comprebende all briefly) to mayntes
ne iuftice:for cuery one doing his deutic to God, and
one o an otber, s but iufice.. e hae bearde alfo,
bowe frates,bodics politihe,and common wealtbes bt
e autoritic to makelawes for the mayntenaunce of
#he policie, o that they benotcontrary to Goddes las
we andthe lawes of nature;which,if ye note well the
quedtion before propouned whether kinges andprins
ces haue an abfolute power,[ball appeare not doubt=
, orif anywoldeaffirmeit, that he foallnot be
able to maintene it For firft toyching Goddes lawes
(]

natto fwarue, ncither on the right bande oxon the
lefee. . Thanmufi nedes lowethat this abfolite
antoritiesshich they vfe,muft be mayntened by man=
nes reafon,or it muft nedes bedrt vfirpacit:But what
canveafonfeyes 1fitbenot Laufull, by no lawes(no
seithes by honeftie ) for any mannes erutuntto s
tre his maifters (¢ mortal mannes ) commandement:
canveafonfiye., itis laufull for any perfone to alire
Goddes comaundement,or breaeits Thatdmannes
feruaunt maye be wiferthan bis maiferthat be moe
bejufter than bis maifferthat be maye ee what is 10
re profitable andnecefiricto bedone thi his maifer,
comonly it bappenethiand ther fore be maye heue fors
apparét caufe,to altreor breake bis maiffers comatn
dement.But to fays,that anycreature is, or thatany
creature wolde fcme inwordeor dede,to bemore

wife than God , more e than God, more prudent
iy end
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andcivcumfpecte than God or knoweth what is beta
#er for the creature than the creatour bim felf (as it
st edes befaied, that be dothe, that taeth vpon
bins to- breake or difpence with Goddes will and
commandementes ) what an borrible blubhemic is
it?obat fuciftrous prefumpcion is its
3f we will not fubmit our felues to Goddes iudges
ment herein expreffed by bis worde , a5 Chriftiane:
should,let vs yet marke the fequele:and therby gae
ther'Goddes iudgement, 45 Ethnikes doo, For whan
wehanewrought o wittes out ,* and dewifed and
doneyliatwe can, we ean ot fo exclude God, but
Fewill baiea faieng with vs.
Goddes worde, will and commanndement is, that
Wi that wilfilly killeth a man, shall alfo bekilled by
san:thatis, the Magiftrate, Bukthis lawehi=
the ot ben obferued and all weyes executed but hine
ges and princes vpon affiction baue difpenfed and
brokeiit , grauntinglife and libertie to traitours,
robbers, icr 3
Tutswhat bathe folowed of it? Haue they(whofe
offences haueben fopardoned ) afterward shewed
them felues penitent to God, and thankfilly profi=
tableto the common edlthe!No, God and the conte
baue hade no gredter enemies.  They
mirther to murther , mifchief to miw
icate malefaliours, baue become
nhillers they hawe at leinght gro=
wea

wen fo be deftroiers of their countrey,yea nd many

God dothenot oneli pinishe theprincipallesand dit=
tors of fuche mifchicf , but alfo thofe thit be acecf=

ies andmayntenours of it, and phagetb iniquitie

piniguitie, e maielikewifefee,shet futes |
we folowed,wher popes,hauedifpenfed, thatmariss
ges might bemade contrarie to Goddes Lawes.  foe
shallnot nedeto rehearfe anys thendewill declare
all. But let vs leaue toreafon that , wherin nothing
can be faied forit. Andlet vs cometo that,wherin
fomwhat maye be faied: that is, whether kinges and
princes maye doo thinges contrary to the pofitiue
Lawes of their countrey, As for example,

1tis ¢ lawe pofitiue,, that ameane kinde of ap=
pardil , or ameane kynde of dict shouldbe vfed in
dcommon wealthe , to thintent that men leaning
thexceffetherof, wherof matty occafiones bothe to
deftroienatureandtooffinde God folowe,they might
conuerte that they beforeeuil [pent , to the relicf of
the pouertie,or definfe of their countrey.

For anfwer to this queftion, this diuifionought to
be made, that ther be two kyndes of kinges princes,
and gouernow

The one, who alone maye make pofitiue lawes b=
caufe thehole flate and body of their countrey haue
geué,andrefigned to them their authoritie foto doo

E v which
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‘which neuerthelesis vather to bé compted d tiranne
than 4 Ling , 4 Dionifius,Philippus and
Alexander were,who faucd whom they wold &d
Jpilt whom they lufted.  And thotber be fucke,onto
whom the people haue riot gewen fuche autoritie, but
kepe it them felues: 4 e haue before [ayed cocerning
the mixte Bate,

Trucitis, thatinmaters indiffevent thatis that
of them felues be neither good nor el , hurtfulllor
profitable,but fir 4 decent ordre: Kinges and Princes
(towhom the people bate geuen their autoritieymaie
make fuche Lewes and difpenfe with thens, Bt in ma=
ters not indiffevent, but godly and profitably orday=
ned for the common wealthe,ther can they not(for 4k
their dutovitie)byeake thé or difpenfe with them. For
Drinces areordained todoo good,notto doo euil: to
take awdiccuil,not to incredceitito geueexample of
well doing, not to be procurersof euil:to procure the
wocalthe and benefite of their [ubiectes , and not to
sworke their burt or ondoing. And in thempire wher
(by theciuile lawes) themperours claime, that the
people gaue them their autoritie to make lavoes,al<
beit they haue ben willing, and ofte attéptedtoexes
cute their autoritie, which fom Pikethikes(to pleafe
them) faicthey haue by the laves,yet haue they ben
forced of them felues to leane of theirenterprife, But
fuch as beindifferent expounders of thelawes, be of
that minde that we before haue declared:and therfore

mdke

mabe this 4 general conclufion,and 45 it weré arule,
that théperour willing an thing to be done , ther is
w0 more to be dori, than the Lawes peruit to be done.
For(fuic they)neither pope,Emperour,or king max
doo any thing to the hurkof bis people without their
cdfent.King AntigonusChauncelour,faieng vnto
i, that all hinges were boneft éd laufull to kinges:
oe [aie true(quod the king)but to fuche kinges s be
beaftes,barbarous ad witbout humanitie:but to true
ad gaod Princes, nothing s honef, but that s honeft
indede,and nothing s ivfte, but thatis iufte in dede.

Anthiochus the thrid king of Affa, confides
ring that s he vous aboue the people, fo the lawes wea
reaboue bim, yrote general lettres todll thecities
of bis countrey,that i they [houlde percease,that be
by any lettres, [hould require any thing contrary to
the lawes, they fbould thinke that fuche lettrés were
obieined without his cofent, and therfore they [hould
notobeie them.

Nowif wher the people haue geuen their utoria
tie to their gousrnour to make fuche lawes, yet €an
be ot breake or difpéferwith the pofitiue Lawes: bow
muche effe maie fuche gowernours kinges,and prine
ces to wha the people baue not geuen their autoritic
(but they with the people,id the people with thé ta
kethe lawes)breake them or difpéfewith them?1f this
were tolerable,thi wereit in vaine to make foléne sf
fembliss of the hole late,long Parliamentes cctyea

(1 befecke
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Cbefeche the ) what certayntic shoull therbe in
any thyng wher ll should depende on cnes will and
«ffictions  Butit wilbe faied, that albeit binges and
prices can not make Lawwes , but with the confent of
the people, yet mdie they difpenfewith dny pofitiue
Lavwe,by reafon thatof long tyme they haue vfedfo to
doo, and preferibefo to doo ; for long cuftome mde
keth a laye.

To this it maye be anfwered | euil cultomes (be
they nieuer fo olde)) are not o be fuffred, but vtterly
to beabolished:and non maic prefcribe to doo euil be
he king or [ubiecte,1fthe lawes dppoint thee the time
of thrittye or fourticyedres tocldime afure anda
perfit inkerefJe of that thow enioied , yetif thow
Knowe ythat cither thy felf or thofe by &whom thow
claimedt came wrongfully by it,thow art not in dede
& perfit owner of it but artbounden to reftoreitsAl=
though the Liwes of man oo excufe and defende thee
fr8 outwarde trouble and punifhemet,yet c they not
quidt the cBfeiéce , but whi thy cafeienceyemébreth,
that thow enioieft that is not thyne , it will byte the
that thow hatte done wrong:itwill accufe the before
the iudgementfeat of God,and condemnethe. And if
princes aind goucrnours wolde shew thifelues balf fo
weife, dsthey woldemen shoulde take them to be,
and by thexample of others learnefohat mifchicf
wight happes to them felues, they wolde not(if they

wight

might)clayme , muche Teffe exceuteany fucheabe
folate authoritie,  Nojneither wold their Counfaia
lours (ifthey loued them)maintenc them in it; nor
et the fubiectes (if they did but confidre their owne
Fauetic and filicitie in this i ) wolde not if they
mightfuffre their Prince todoo what him lufted.

For thone purchace to ‘them felues 4 perpetusk
wncertaintic bothe of lifé and goodes : and thother
procureth the hatred of ll , which albeit it be co=
Toured and diffembled for 4 feafan , yet dothe it 48
Teynght burfi out , and worketh the reuenge with
extremitic,

Therlackeno examples to verifie this. 1t was
dryven in to the head of semperour C. Caligula,
that he was [ubiccle tono power, that he was aboue
all Lavves and that be might laufully doo what bim I
fred. This LefJon weas fo [weteto the fleshe , that it
was riofoner moued than defired , no foner taught
than learned o forier hearde than pradticed,  Firft
by like that thempire showld not goo out of bis owne
rdce, becoupleth ot with one, but with alihis e
Jers likebitche and dogge.  Hekilleth bis brother
Tiberius,and all his chicfeft frendes:he murdereth
wmany of the Senatoursof Rome, He delited to haue
boneft men to be garshed,feotched and cut in the fén
ecs , nd [o to make b plesfirs, to baws thew cafb

to
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to pauenous beaftes to beforne and deuoured in bid
fight,or to be [awed afondrein the middes. 1t was d
pleafunt paftyme forbim, tofec the parentes [lan=
deby, lamenting and weping, whiles their children
weretormented and illed . He vfed tocomplayne
anlement , that no common calamitie and notable
eies happened in bis time . Hereioyeed muche
whan newes were brought him of the slaughters
of bole armics of men , gredt hongre, peflence,
townes burnyng , and openynges of the earthe,
wherin many people were fwalowed vp.  But the
daye be fawwe any of thefe bina elf, he neded neicher
meat nor drinke, be was foiocunde and nterye. And
being glutted with thepaftime of eucry mannes deas
¢he,by bim [elf(to procurea neweappetite)he deuia

‘whatt be could not baue it done, the memoric therof
Svds fo fiwete, that be ofte d z/‘m[ that is,that all the
beaddes of the people of Rome flode on onemdnnes
necke,that be might with one fwafbe cut it of, Md=
ny othtr noble aftes by his abfolute power be
and at leynght be commaunded that bi
zl(bc[u opin the temple at Terufalem and
wlibe Sait Gardiners(fir
i o stal t ges) fhalbe bortly by Anté
eipacioin Englid. But what was thende of Caligus
1aes abfoliute powerzwhi he had reigned thyee seds
res and ten monethes, bis owne uau}'e!vlie[u udiites

confpired

confbired againfihym , and the generalof bis owis
Avimie slewe him,

Nero théperour was of nature very modeft,gen.
Land mercifl, and the irft fine yeares of this reix
gne,be behaued bim [elf very vertuously.Afeer other
mn[ Hours and maifters , than Seneca creptinte
bis fauour,who tolde bim that he might doo what bim
Iufled. He was fone perfiuaded therunto, And to [hewe
fom profs that be hadwell caried awaye their aduife
bckilled his motber Agrippind. This crucl e did fo
wmoue bis wicked confeience, that he dur[t ot come
abroade inthe Senate, but kept bim [elf fecretein bis
priuic chibre. Forbe feared the hatred of the people,
and nevwe not swhat was beft for bi to doo. He lacked
no flattering Connfailours. Ther werepleintic that
fought their owne profitand gayne , and thefatifs
fieng of their lufles, more than their princes honowr
and fayctic, and the comon wealthe of their coiitreie
Saie they:Sir,whi [hould ye be thus amafed with the
deatbe of this womiz She was of all people abhorred
ad hated:the people woderfully reioyce in your doig,
andcsméde you abowe the moone for fonoble an adle,
‘They defire, that ye will returne in to thecitie, that
they maie with triumphe exprefJe howmiche theiv
ioieand gladneffeis , and how theylowe you firfo
noblea feate. ~ Thefecraftic knaues feing howthes
might linde their maifkers eies,comaunded in therme
perours behalfthat all the people [bould come out of

ome,
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Rome,tometethemperour. The Senate in their bed
apparail cometh out, al otBer ordres likewife after
their degrees folowe , and finally man, &eoman and

childe
Themperour whan he [awethem,thoughtall was
done from the botome of their heart. The Senate
be outwarde honour , the commones o
, eucribody pretended fo great ioye and
gladncffe. ~ And hiniede, ther wererotabout bim
tha atfaid, Dothe notyour \1m/hcm!l[x tdeall our
[aieiges trues mayeye not credite vs inthat we coun
il and aduife yous o
bréwed with the blood of bis mother,and bis yunatus
ral acte commended by bis wicked Counfailours,ceafs
feth not from his crucltie , but earncfily goeth fore
wwarde He putteth awaie bis wift Octauia, bicaus
[e she femed to be baren.He marieth bis barlot called
Puppie.He fendeth his wife Octauiainto an llan
de,bebyndeth ber in chaines and caufeth berto be let
blood n all partessand fearing leaft feare wolde dry=
we theblood to the harte,and fo [be lyue longer than
e wolde , befeteeh e i e of hotee water,
rcome outy But what
o dearling Puppies he dalicth
w,.u.un ght his hottelouc
beingturned in to difpleafur,be [purnetb ber (being
with Childe)on thebelye, 1n!,’a edicth. Tolite
be repented,but yetceaffed not his crucltic Hehilled
his

hat foloveeds Themperour ems

bis maifler Seneca, be perfecuted the churche of
Chrift moft miferably, and o thinking that he might
d00 what him Iufled, and that all wss well done, were
it neuerfo cuil done, bencuer lefte of his crucltie, til
the people finding occafion and oportunitic to vttre
theirdiffembled hatred, [leve bim.

‘But whet thinke yout who were to be blamed fir
thefe cruell aless e for doing thé,or others for flae
tring bi,or the Senate d people of Rome in fuffring
bimsSurely ther is none of them to be excufed but all
tobeblamed, and chiefly thofe that might hawebride
Ied bim,and did not,

Heis 4 good citex in,that dothe non euil(faicth 4
noblewifemsn)but beis abetter that lettethothers,
that they [hall not doo burt nor vniuflice to others,
The bloodof innocentes [balbe demaunded not only
atthehandes of the fbeaders of blood,but alfo of tha=
fe that make or confent towiched Lawes,to condems
neinnocentes or [uffre their head to kill them cona
traryto iuft lawes , or to fpoile themof that they
iuftly enioie by the arirr of the lawe.

Now fithe kinges, princes, and gouernours of com=
wion wealthes bawe ot ior can iufHly cleymean aba
folute autoritie, but that thende of their aytoriticis
determined and certain to maintene iuflice, to defende
theinnocent, to punifhe theeuil, Andthat fo many
«uilles andmifchicfes maie folowe, wher fuch abfolute
and(indede)tirinical power s vfurped:let vs praie,
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that they maicknowe their ductic,and difcharge the
[elues to God and to the worlde, or elles that thofe
which haue the dutoritie to refourme them , maie
Eknow and doo their duetie , that the people finding
and acknowlageing the benefite of good rulers, maie
thike God for them,and labour euery one te doo their
duetic : and that eing] the bead is notfpared,
but euillesin it punif bed,they maicthe
nore willingly abfteine fr3 tyris
nie and other enildoinges,
and do their ductics,
andfo ell gloris
fieGod,

VVHETHER KINGES,
princes, and other politite Gouer=
niours be fublefteto Goddeslawes , and
the pofitiue lawes of theyr
countreyes.

E that noteth the procedinges of princes and
gouernours in thefe our daics how ambicions

tiy are to vfurpe others Dominiones, nd bow eclé
géttheybe to fee their owne well gouerned mightthi=
&e, hat they belewe, that either ther is no God,or that
bathe ot care auer the thiges of theworldesor that
they thinke themfelues exempr frome Goddes lawes
and power. But the &vonderfull ouerthrowe of theiy
dexifes (whan they thinke themfelues moft fure and
certain)is fo manifeft,that it is not pofiible to demye,
but that bothe theris « God, and that he bathe care
ouer the thinges of the worlde. And his worde is fo
playne, that non can gaynfaye , but that they be fubs
decte and ought tobe obedicnt to Goddes lawes and
&orde. For the hole decalog and eucry part therof is
afwell written to kinges, princes, and other publike
perfones,as to priuate perfones. A king maye nomo=
e committe Wdolatrie , than & priuat man:he maye
ok takethe name of Godin vayne,be maye not breda
Bethe Sabbat,no more than any priudte mdn,  1tis
not lanfull for bim to difobeye his parétes to killany
perfonecontrary to the Liwes, to be an hooremiger,
i
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toffeale,to lyednd beare flfe witne[fe, to defire and
cotietany mannes houfe, wift,ferusunt, mayde,oxe,
dffe,or any thing, that is an others , more than any
other priuateman. Ko, heis bounden and charged
wnder greater paines to kepe them than any other bis
caufe he s bothe & priuste man in refpecte of bis
owne perfone, dnd a publike in vefpecie of bis office,
whichma)eappedrein & great meigny of places whe
vof parteLwill ecite,The holy goft by the mouthe of
a king andprophet.faieth: And nowye kinges
enderftande,be yelearned thatiudge the
earthe.Serue the Lordein feare,and reiod
cefwithtrembling . Kiffethe fonne,that
is,receane with honour, leaft the Lorde be an=
grie,and yelofe the waye,whan hiswrathe
shallina moment be kyndled. Andinan
other place thus: The Lorde vpon thy right
hadeshal Smyte and breake in pieceseu&
hingesin the daye of his wrathe. Efis alfo
the prophet faicth: T he Lorde shal comme to
iudgem@t againft the princes and elders
ofthe people; Likewifefaieth the Prophet i
cheds [pesking toall princes and gouernours vnder
the beades of the houfe of Tacob, dnd theleaders of
the houfe of Ifrael: Heare ye princesand go=
uernours,fuieth Micheas:Should ye not kno
we what were laufull and right: But ye ha«
tethe good,and loue the euil,ye plucke of
mennes

ménesfkynnes, and the fleshe from their
bones:ye cheoppe themin pieces,as it wes
reintoa Caldron , and as flesheintoa
potte. Nowthe tyme shall come. thatwha
yecall vato the lorde he shall not heare
you, but hydehis face from you,bycau=
fe thatthrough your owneymaginatios
nes ye haue dealtfo wickedly. Andagdin he
faieth: O heareye rulersand gouernours,
yethat abhorre the thing that is lauful,
and wrafte afyde the thing that isftraighe:
ye that builde vp Sion with blood your
mageftieand tirannie with doing frong.
¥or fo mdie Sion and lerufalem bewwell expounded:O
you iudges, yegeue fentencefor giftes:
O yeprieftes,yeteache for lucre: O ye p-
phetes, yeprophecie for money: yet il
they be takz asthofe that holde vpd God,
andfaie.”Is not thelorde amog vs? How
canthan any mysfortune happen to vs?
But Sion (thatis.your cities) for your fakes

shalbe plowed like afielde :and Ierufalé

(that is,your palaces) shiafl become anheape

offtones,and chehill of thetéple (thatis,

your Monafterics frieries,and chauntries )shall be

comean high woodde. ‘The holy gooét alfo by

the mouthe of king Salomon, fayeth:Heare O ye

kinges,and ynderftande. Olearne ye that

C if o be
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beiudges of the édes of theearthe. Geue
eare ye that rule the multitudesand dely=
te in muche people. For the power is ges
ugunto you of the lorde,ad theftreinght
from the higheft,iwhoshall trye your wor
kes,and {earche out yourymaginaciones,
howthat ye being ofticers of bis kingdom
baue not kept the lawe of righteoufnefle
nor &walked after bis Horribly and
¢hatfone shall be appeare vntoyou,for vpo
the moft high,be will execute moft feuere
iudgement. Mercie is graunted unto the
fimple,butthey that be in autoritie, shalbe
fore punised,  For God whichis lorde
ouerall, shallexceptno mannes petfon,
neither shall he regarde any mannesgreas=
tnes for be hathe made the fmall and great=
and careth for allalike , but the mightie
shall baue the forer punishement. Toyou
sherfore(O princes)doo 1fpeake, thtye
maye learne wifdome , and notoffende.
“Thefe aienges nede no particular examples to con
firme them , but lokeon dll gowernours and rulers
aamed in the bole Bible,or inany otber biftorie: and
among all ye shall finde,that non bathe efeaped God-
des punishement, but alwayes theiriniquitic hathe

bernplaged inthem felucs o their pofteritic.
The caufe and maner of king Saules punishemét
and

wnd extinguishing of his pofteritie,is
Ty knowne, than nedethany rebearfall ;R oboam
bicaufe he wold reigne as d yranne and ot be fubice
G to lawe nor counfail , bade ten tribes of bis king=
* dome taben fi3 him ,and geuen to leroboam: who
alfo forafmuche as be contented ot hina felf to befub
iecte o Goddes wwritten worde dnd lawe,but fel to bis
owne 1dolatrous inuenciones , and caufed bis fubice
ctes tofolovee bis procedinges : wis [o fripped from
the enberitaunce of his crowne, that bis fedewas vt=
terlyrooted out.

The ende of Achab and Iefabel is well yrough
nderftanden.  And kyng Loram for his frout
Jiryuing againft Goddes lawes and the ordreof his
countrey was [o fore &riken of the lorde with hora
vible difeafes, that at leynght bis guttes for extreme
anguishe flewe outof bisbely. Butwhertobring T
out paticular examples of Goddes plagues and pu=
nishementes vpon kinges and princes that woldnot
be fubiefte to Goddes lawes,and the Lawes of nature,
feingthe bole body of the Bible, and writersof pros
phane biftories be fullof theme

Th no kingor i b
from thelavwes,bande, and power of God, butthat be
ought to feare and tremble at it, wemaye proceds
tothe othey part of the queftion : that is , whes
ther kinges, princes , andother gouernours ought to

i be

1
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be obedient and fubielte to the pofitiue lawes of thelr
countrey. TodifeuJe this queftion , the right waze
andmeane isds in all other thinges, to refortetothe
fountaynes and rootcs, and nof to depende on the ry=
u:rundbmmhu For ds if mrx"culid‘m)f that
beof Rone were th  an
the popethe bead of it , and Goddes onely vicarein
edarthe, and not feke further how he cometh by that
autoritie:than could noman [sie,but that all bis doine
ges(were they neuer fo wicked)should feme i
men should buylde vpon thauthoritic thathinges and
princes sfurpe ouer their fubiedles and not feie fom
‘whens they baue theyr autoritie nor whether that
which they ofebe iufle,ther could be nothing produ=
cedto let their crucl tyrannye.But fivafmuche 45 we
fee from swhence all politike power and autoritie con
meth,that is fiom God:and why it veds ordained,that
is, to mayntene iuflice : we ought(if we will iudge
712’ tly)by Goddes worde examine totrie this mater.
Saint Paule treating who should doo obedience,
and to whom obedience should be done, [aieth: Let
euery {oulebe fubiecte to the powersthat
rule,for therisno power but of God, Ther
arethatwolde hue this worde, Soule, taken fir
man,not as be confifteth of foule and body bothe tos
gether,but onely of the fleshe:and that fo by the wor
de(Soule) should be ynder/tanden onely a worldly
wan,that is,alaye man or temporall man (45 we ter=
meit)

foif

meit) and not afpiritual manandd minifter of the
churche, Svher vypon Antichrift,the bishopof Ro
mefehing for fubicdles to be vnder bis kingdom , ha=
the také for bis fubiecles the cleargie withtagge and
ragge that tothen: belongeth: and hathemade lawes,
that they should be bis fubiectes, obedient to him and
not to the politike power and autoritie,wher visto he
Teaeth for fubiceles onely the temporaltie.

But in feripture this worde(Soule)is taken for
eucry kinde of mi s may appearewha it faieth, that
all the foules thatis man and womi)that were in the
arkewith Noe,werceight. And that allthe foules of
the boufe of 14cob, which camii to Egipt werelxx.
1n yhich nombres it can not be denyed,but that ther
wwereas boly and as fpirituall perfones,as any are or
eerein the hingdome of the bishopof Rome. And
Chrifoftome (apricft) expounding this texte
(Leteueryfoule be fubjectetothe higher
powersfiyeth:ycd if thow be an apojtle, an cuane
gelift, aprophet,or what [o cucr thow art: for this
fubieclion deftroicth not religion. So that it cannot
be denyed,but by this worde( Soule)is comprehen=
ded,cucry perfone,andrione excepted, Now touching
this worde( Power) fome wold baue it interpreted
for all thofe perfones that execute iustice, be be hdia
fer.king,mayve,Sherif,conflable borfebolder, or nea
uer fo lowe:and fome solde haueit tobe interpreted
only of kinges ad chicfeft officers, But it is hereto be

C v taken
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#shen for theminifleric and dutovitie,thatall officers
of iufhice doo execute:and fo it maie appeare by Chri
Jies owne wordes,wher be [uietb: ‘Tbe kinges of
the naciones rule ouerth,ad thofe thatex
ercice thautoritie or power, be called gras
cious Benefactours,orwell doers. Foras
all mé and womé that feme to lyue together i the ho
Uyordindunce of Matrimonic,be not m3 and wife.fir
itmaiche , that the man batbe an otber wife
liuirgor the wife ather anbufbande, or that they
came not together for theloue of Godonly , and
to auoide finne Yout for fenfualitie, and to get rickes,
and fo thordinaunce it felf s one thing, and the pera
Jonesthatis the m3 &d womon an other:eué fo is the
politike power or autoritie beiy inaficedd;good
gifte of God,onethig,ad the pfone that exccuteth the
fame(be he king or kaifer)an other thing. The ordie
naiice being godly,the mi may be euil id not of God,
o come therto by God, 4 the Prophet ofee [uiet!
"They haue made thema king , and not
through me:a prince,and not through my
counfail and will,

Neither is that power and duthoritie which kina
ges.princes, andother miniftres of iuflice exercice,
ouly called & power:but alfo thauthoritic that paren
tes baue puer their children , and maiflers ower their
Jerusintes,is alfo called a power: and neither be the
parentes nor maiflers the powerit[elf | butthey be
iniftres and exccutours of the power, being geucn

onto them by God: Ruhich alfo S.Paule in dn other

placeplainly sheweth faieng to Tit e
o be fubiecie to the principalitiesad po=
yoers.&obich fome interprete,princes and powers,to
make & diftinélis betwene the miniffer and the Bini=
Jierie.and it foloweth: to obey thofficers,fo that
alywaies the diffirence maic be perceaued. So thanif
by this worde (Soule) is ment cuery perfon [piri=
taband temporal,man and woman:and by this vor=
de( power thautoritie that hinges and princes exes
cute,thancan not kinges and princes,but be contein
ned snder this general worde( Soule) s well & o=
thers. Andthey being but executours of Goddes la=
wes,and menmesiuftordinaunces, bealfo not excms

pted from them,but be bounden to be fubiecte and obe
dient wito them. For good and iufbe Lewes of man be

Goddes power and ordinaunces,and they are but mie

nifters o thelawes,id not the Liwes elf. Andif they

spere exépt from the lawes, and [o it were laufull for

thens o doo what them Lufkth, their autoritie beig of

‘God,it might be faied, that God allowed their tyrinie

yobbery of theirfubicctes,illig thé without Lawe,id

fo Godthautorof euil: whichwerea greatblafphea

‘mie.Tuftinia théperour well cifidered,whan he mg

dethis Jaieng to be put into the body vfzfn Lawes. 1t

is a worthy [aieng([aicth he) for the Maieflie of bim

that is T autoritie, to coft[Je that the price s fubiecte
totheldwes,thauthoritie of the pricedothe fo mucke
depende
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depende on thautoritie of the lawes. And
certainly it is move honour than the bonour of the
empire, to fubmitte the principalitie ynto the lawes.
For i dede lawes be made, that thewilfel felf willof
men should rtot vule but that they should haue a line
toleadethem, ds they might not 200 out of the waie
of iufticezand that (ifanywolde fuic, they did them
wrong) they might alledge the Liwe for theirwd=
raunt and autoritie. 1¢is lfo 4 principle of all lavees
grounded on the lawe of nature , that ewery man
should wfe him felf and be obedient to that lawe,that
be will others be bounden vnto,  For otherwife be

taketh awaye that equalitic (for theris no difference
betwene the bead and fiote, concerning the vfe and
benefite of the laywes) vwherby common weslthes be

maintened andkeptvp.  Kobatequalitic (1 befeche
you)should ther be, wher the fubie&r should doo to
bis ruler all the ruler wolde:and the ryler to the fubs
iecle,that theyuler lufed?

The good emperour Traianus ( swhom forbis
iuft bebaueonr , the Senateof Rometoke tobed
God)being in poffefion of bis office, and minding to
shewe,that be voas wot ordainied to be d tiranne, but
to fee the peoplewelt goucrned, andthat, albeit be
wis the minifier of the Lawes , yet wis he fub=
iele to the lawes, toke 4 fweorde , and gaue itto
the Captdin of the horfemen , and faicd: Ta=
ke this fweorde, ufe itfoxr me againft

mine

mine enemies in fuft caufes: and if I my
felf doonot iuftlyufeit, thanule itagas
inftme.

Zaleuchusthe ruler and maker of lawesto the
locres, whan he made this lawe, that an aduoutes
vour should be punifbed with the loffe of bothe his
cics, and bis fonne hade offinded thefame,albeit the
people made great interceflion, that bis paines might
be pardoned him, he wold notconfent vnto it but pul
ling out one of Fis fonnes eies, to fulfilland kepe the
Lovee, e fuffved one of bis ovne cies aifoto be pulled
out.

But thow wilt faic: &obat haue we to doo with
Ethnikes Roby should we be ordred by Ethnikes dos
inges? X anfwer,that yhan Ethnikes doo by nature
that thow art bounden alfo todoo,, mot only by nd=
ture, but by the lawes of God and man, fuch Etbnis
Kes shallryfe in the vniucrfal indgement , to accufe
the, andworke thycondemnacion, The bifhop of
Romes Lawes(which albeit Le vfe not in bim felf, yet
will e hawethem pradliced in others) faye thus: It
isrequifiteand fuft, thata prince obeic
hisowne lawes. For than maie heloke
that others shall kepe his lawes, whanhe
him felf hathe them innhonour. Iuftice
will, that princesbe obedientaud bouna
den to their owne lawes , and that they
can notin their owne doingescondems

ne
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nethofe laweswhich they prefcribe unitd
others.  Thauthoritie of their fayeng i§
fuftand indifferent, if that thei fuffre not
them felues todoo that they prohibite
unto their people.This faieth the bifhop of Ros
mes lawe. And vpon this principle dfter in the great
general counfuil of Lateran Jehichpope Inno=
<ent the thirde belde, it may [eme, it was ordained
anddecreed(s they faie )that whan kinges and prine
ces that knowlaged o fuperiour , should fall out
ainong them [elues, or should mifufe heirpower and
autoriticouer their fubiecltes, that than the maticy
should be hearde id corredted by the bifhop of Rome
But here it maic be dfked, who did this iufice on
kinges and princes before that time , fith it vwas bu
thancomitted to the bifhop of RomezTo that at this
time we shall ot nede to anfwer, for that we doo not
fehe prefétls to knovse yeho should be iudge, bu onely
todeclare andproue, that hinges and princes ought,
bothe by Goddes lawe,the lawe of nature,mantes la<
nves,and good redfon, to be obedicnt and fubicéte to
the pofitiue lawes of their countyey , and maie not
breake'themand that they be not cxempt from ther,
nor maic difpenfe with them, onles the makers of the
Tawes geue them cxpre(Je autoritie [o to doo.
&vho shalbe the kinges iudges, hereafter thow
shalt heare,
IN

IN #HAT THINGES, AND
how farre fubiectes are bounden
to obeie their princes and gouernours,

S THE BODY OF MAN IS KNIT
Adndkrpuogztbnm due proporcid by the fi
wevwes, fois ewery comi wealtbe hept id maitenedin
good ordre by Obedience. But s if the finowes beto
miuche racked dd fEretched out,or to muched shrinked
together.it briedeth wonderfill painies and deformitic
in mines body: fo if Qbedicce be to muche or to lieell
ina common wealthe, it caufetbmuche euil and difa
ordre, Forto muchemakeththe gouernours o for
get their vocacion , and to ufurpe vpon their [ubiea
ées:to litel briedeth a licenciows libertie,and maketh.
the people to forget their ductie. And fo bothe waies
the common wyealthe groweth out of ordre, and at
Teingbt comteth to hauocke and vttre deftruction,
Some ther be that will haue to littel obedience,
# the Anabaptifes, For they bicanfe they bean
reof a chriftan libertie,wolde haue all politike pos
wertalien awaye:and(o indede no obedience.
Others (45 thenglifbe papifles ) racke and
foretche out obedience to muche, and wil nedes baa
we ciuile power obeied indll thinges , and t:z
w
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what foeuer it commaundeth , without refbed it
oughtandmuft bedone, But botbe of thent be in
great grrours . For thanabaptifles mijlske chriftian
Uibertic, thinking that men nidye liue without finne,
and forget the fall of man , wwherby be was brought
into fuche miferic ; that beisnomore hableto rus
Te bimfelf by him [elf , than one beaft is hable to
vuleanother: and thattherfore God ordained cigile
povwer(bis minifire) - torule bim,and to call bir ba=
chey whan fo euer besbould paffe the linites of his
ductie, and wold that anobedience should be geuen
wnto him,

Andthépapifles neither confidre the degrees of
powers ; nor ouer what thinges ciuile power hathe
autoritie, neyet hov farre[ubiectes ought to obeye
their gouernours, And this they doo not for lacke of.
Enovwlage,but of a fpiritual malice,bicanfe it maketh
againft their purpofe , thak the truthe should be
difelofed,

3f any chriftan prince should goo about to re=
dreffe the abufes of the Sacrameats (broughtin and

corredte their abominablelift, their hooredome, bug=
gery, dronkene(Je,pride,and uche like vices: thanis
e an other Ozids,an other Ofe, an beretike, afchif<
matike, curfed from toppeto tao, with boke, bel,

and candle, @5 blacke as a pottefide:

bebe contented to oynke at theiy abominaciones,to
runne with them,to dishonour God , to commit ido=
Latrie , tokillthe true miniflers and confeffours of
Chrift,to deftroyethe poore innocétes which abhor
the papiftes wicked vices.and be defirous that Goddes
hingdome should be promoted : thanis hean other
Exechids a 10fiss,a catbolike prince,a deare fonme of
the churche the proteciour of the churche, the defina
dour of the fuithe,the fofterour of the churche,a cone
feffour sehile be Lyueth,after bis deathe  fiynt (yea s
faint dewil)canonized with Ora pro nobis: whan
Beelzebub daunceth at his Dirige.

Suche a one(faie they) muft be obeyed in all thine
g, none maie fpeake againjt bis procedinges, firhe
ehat vefifteth thepower , refiteth thordinaunce of
Godjand he that vefidteth,purchaceth to bim felf dans
nacidias though to leaue euil vudone,and to doogood,
wereto refi fte the power. And bere alfo they wryng
this fayeng of 5. Petre( Seruauntes obeie your
maifters, although they be froward and
churlishe )to free fubiedtes nder a hing:asif bouna
demen and free men were allone,and kinges and bon=
demens lordeshade like anthoritie. Sowith violent
wringing and fulfe applyeng of Goddes healthe ge=
wing worde, Caiphasand Herode ryde cheke by
ehele,and walke arme inarme, with botbe the fweor
des and croffe before them, Erende to the one, frende

tobo=

Hobbes Il 40729284

Nagoya University Library, Hobbes II, 40729284



tobothe : andbe thatis an heretike with Caiplias,
muft be atraitour to Herode:

Thusthey goo about to blearemennes eies to cor
firie and encreace their deuillishe hingdome.  But
popishe prelates pradtices are no warraunt to dife
charge  chriftian mannes confeience. Be muftfcke
what God will haue him doo, and not what the fub=
tiltie and violéceof wicked rten will force him to doo,
He maye not robbe petre to clothe Paule , nor take
from God bis due to geue it wnto ciuile power:neithey.
maie be make confufion of the powers,but yelde vnto
eucry one thatis bis due , nor et obeyeng the infe=
viours commaundement,leaue the commaundement of
the bighedt vndone. Yelde vnto Cefar,thofe
thingesthat be Cefares (fayethChriftyand
vnto God,thofe thingesthatbe Goddes.
Ciuile poweris a power and ordinaunce of God, ap=
pointed to certain thinges , but no general minifter
ouer all thinges, God hatbe not geuenit power ouer
theone and the beft parteof man, that i tbe foule and
confeience of man , but onely ouer the atber and the
wworjt part of man,that i the body,and thofe thinges
that belong wntothis temporall lift of man.

And yet ouer that parte with thappurtenannces
Bathe be not only not gewen man the hole power,and
firipped

Bripped bim [elf quiteof all thautoritie, but alfohe
buthe referued to him [elfthe power therof. Forwe
veyde,that whan cisile power(his minifier) bathe ber
necligent in doing bis daetie,or wwinked at the cuil life
of the people, God bathe ot holden bis hande , but
bathe whipped and plagued fuche people , as hedid
the Sodomites, Gomorrianes, and diuerfetymes the
Tewes.

Andinour dayes bis hide is not shortened buthe ham
the and daily dotbe pluge blafphemours, booremona
gers,dronkerdes,murtherours theues traitours, tyfa
rannes , fuche 4 in manncs fight no man durft or at
the leaft wolde touche : fomwith incurable plages of
their bodye, fome with loffe of their children , fome
with loffe of their goodes , and fomewith shamefull
deathes.

And contrary wife whan the worldly pea
wers hate violently | tyrannoufly , ouer sharply,
and wrongfilly oppreffed and condemned innocens
tes , God (¢o teftifie that be hathe alfo power
of the body ) batbe many tymes in all ages
myghtily and miraculoufly deliucred bis people
from the power of tyrannes : as the 1fraclites from
‘Pharao, Mardocheus from Aman, Sufanna from the
Techerous indges:Sedrach Mefuch, and Abednego r3
theburnyng ouen:Daniel from the lyons denne, Peire
from Herode , and infinite other examples we

ij baue
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hauein feriptures dnd biftories, And the like hanenar
wwanted in our daies lfo,if we will aduifedly cdfidre
the condicion and flate of our tyme.  So that we fee
God to bethe fupreme power of the hale man, afwell
to punisheds to deliuer at bis owne will.

Godis the bigheft power, yea the power of powers,
i him is deriued all power. All people be bis ferudiin
tes made to ferue and glorifie bim. All other powers
are but bis mini§ers , fet to ouerfee that eucry one
bebaue bim fclfe., 4 be ought towsrde God , and to
doo thofe thinges , that he is iuftly commaunded to
doo, by God.

&ohat fo ewer God commaundeth man todoo, he
ought not to confidre the mater,but fbraight to obeie
#he commaunder.For we are fure,what be commauna
eth , is iuft andright: fir from bim that is all tom
getheriufte andright , o ininftice nor wrong
cancome.

Sodid Abrabam, whar contrary to that femed.
toberight and iuft( ye contrary to Goddes general
commatundenent Yhe made bimfelfready tohill and
offre in facrifice bis onely promifed fonne Ifaac, ace

wereno Magiftrate | et of a great zeale by the
imwatrd mocion of Goddes fpirit thruft bis fweorde
through thofe ‘two whom he founde committing
Horedome,

But cBtrary in madnes comanndementes,men ought
to confidre the matier’, and not the man. For all mert
what fo'cucr mynifteric or vocatis they excreice, ave
bt e, andfo maye erre,ocfee coiicelles againft cd=
celles, parliamétes againft parliamétes comaundemée
againft comaundement;this daye one thing to morovs
another. -1t is not the mannes waraunt that can
difcbargethe , butit is the thing it [elf that muf
iufbifiethee, 1tisthemater that will accufe thee,
and definde thee : acquyte thee, and condemne thec:
‘woban thowshalt come hefore the throne of the hi=
gheftand cuerlaBingpower , wher no temporal
power will appearefor thee , to make anfwer orto
defende thee : bt thow thy felf miuft anfiwer for thy
felfuand forvwhat fo eucr thou baft done, And ther=
forechriften men ought wellto confidre, and vweighe
mennes commdundements , before they be bagtie to
doo them,  to feeif they becontraric or repughaunt

i and iuftice

cording to Goddes fpecial Sodid
alfothechildren of ifracl , contrary tothe general
commaundenent (Thou shalenot fteale)robs
be and fpoile the Egipciancs, by Goddes fpecialcome
mdundements  And fodid Phinces , who albeit he

were

they b, they are crucll and cuill, and oug]
beobeyed. - ve hac this [pecial commaundement
from God thebigheft power, ofterepeted by the boly
gooft.  Forbeare to doo cuil, anddoo that is good.

D iy Saing
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S, Paule(the trueteacher of obedizce)teacheth, thar
ciuile povwer and princes benot ordayned to be aser
vourto thofethat doo wel but to thofe that doo euil,
dwill not that mé should do vohat fo euer the powwer
commdundeth,but fayeth,wilt thow not feare the po=
wer? doo thatisgood,and thou shalt have
praife ofit:for itis the minifter of God
ordained forthy benefite, and notto thy
deftruction. Butifchou doothat iseuil,
than feare:for it carieth not the fiveorde in
vayne : foritisthe minifter of God,a
reuenger and execucionar , to punishe
him that shal doo euil. Andtherfore it is orday
ned that enil might be taken awaye. Men muft be fub
#elte,not only for feareof punishement , but alfo for
confcience fake.For not toobeye the power, that dea

God,” andiftly deferuedt the punishement not only
of the power,but of cuerlaibing damnacion Butif the
miniflersof the ciuile power commaunde thee o dife
bonour God,to committe idolatrie , to kill an inno=
cent, o fight againft thy countreysto geut or lende
that thow hatt , tofuckeas mynde the [ubuerfion and
deftruction of thy countrey, or to mayntene them it
their &oickednefJe,thou oughted not to dooit,butto
Leaue it vndone: forit is euil,and God(the fuprentedd
bigheft power ) willnot that thow shouldeft dooits
Thapoftlesin tymeof perfecution did not onely geue
s an examplefotodoo, whan the worldly powers
wwolde baue had thems tofolowe their procedinges, but
alfo lefee vs a leffs fo todoo.God muft beobeiedCfaye
they)rather than men. And this lefJon euen from the
brgyunmgbtfor“t was written , was by theholy

dnes heart.yohan Pharao the ty

fendeth the good and vertuous, isheth the euil
andwicked,is deadly fynne, And the felffme dlfo s
Petretedcheth.  &oherfore the marke that all men
ought to shoote at, is to doo good, and in no wifeto
doo euil whofo euer commaundetb it 1f the minis
Jers of theciuile power commaunde: theeto hos
nour and glorifie God,as God wilbe bonoured, to de«
fendeCwith thy perfoncand goodes ) thy countreye
againft thenemics to doo fuche thinges ¢s be for the
wealthe and bencfite of thy countreye:thou drt bouns
den to dooit:for itis good,and God will haue theeto
dooit.And if thowdooit not, thou [ynnedt agdinft

God,

mm mmmnundcdth mydwyues of the Egipeianes,
t0 hill all the male childrenthat should be borne of
thetfraclites voyues:thinke ye,he did only commaun=
de them¢No without doubt. Ye maye be [ure,he coms
midunded not only vpd threatned paynes,but alfo pro
mifed them largely:and perchsunce as largely s thow
fedoo, that being defirous of chidren , procure the
mydwoyues to faye, they be with ck A“C woban their
belyis puffed vp with she dropfic ormlle,id aving
bleaved the comon peoples cies will proceioning,
Te dekm finging,and boncfire banke, feall cere
D diif  monics
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wonics and cryeng out, whileft an other bindes egge
is Layed in the neft Buk thefe good mydwies féaring
God(thebighpower ) whoLadde commaunded them,
nottoLill , woldenot obeye this tyranne Pharaces
conmmaundement,but lefteit yndone,

Swhan the loilye quene Tefabel commaundcd,
that the prophetes of God should be deftroyed, that
none should be lefic to fpealic againft ber idoles , bue
that all men should folowe her procedinges:did A b=
diasthechicf officer to the king her bufbunde faze,
your gracedothe very well to ridde the worlde of thé
for thofe that worship the trueliuing God, cannot be
but traitours tomy fouerayne lorde and maiftre the
Bing your hufbande,and toyoun grace:andit is thefe
bercties, that bewitche and coniurc you, that. your
gracecannot be delyuered of your childe, norflepe
quictly in yourbedde:lct me alone,  Ywill finde the
megses todefpeche them all, only haue your grace &
good opinion of me,and thinkelam your ovne: Noa
Abdias (4 man feariig God, and knoveing this coms
mayndement to be 4 wicked womans will)did cleane
contrary to ber commaundement,and hidde and pre=
ferued an bundred of the prophetes wnder the earthe
in caues. Sohan the wiched hing Saul commaunded
bis howne bouftholde wayters and familiar feruaun
tes (o kill theprieft Abimelechand bis children for
hatred to Daui: did thofe his owne. nereft wasting
forusuntes lattrebim forewarde , andfaye 3 your
Maicfie

Maicftie shall neuer bein fauetie and quict fo long s
this traitourand bis prating children. ( thatare ale
wayes in their fermones and bokes, meddlingof the
Kinges maters)be [uffved to Iyuezwe wilbe your true
obedicnt feruauntes , voe will beleueas the hingbes
Leucth,we will doo as the king biddeth vs, according
to.our moft bounden ductie of allegeannce , we shall
fone eafe your bighneffe of this gricf: otberof your
graces chaplaynes be more mete for that rowme
than this hipocritetraitours. No. they sfed o fuche
court crueltie,but confidering God to bethe fupreme
power,and feing Abimelech by bis anfweres) and bis
haufeholdetobe. giltles of fuche materin forme and
intentas (by Doegesaccufation) Saulcharged
bim withall, thex refufed to kill any of them, or ones
tolaye violeng bandes vpon them , but playnly
and vtterly ( being yet thekinges true feruauntes
aud fubiectes ) denyed to obee. the kinges vnlaitn
fill commaundement. - And whanthe fame bis
poerite. . Saul . commaunded his fernauntes or
fouldiours to kill noble Jonathas bis fonne,who for
necefitic bade taken a litel honie to recouer bis
Jereinght contrary to the king bis fathers commanna
dement:did they faie,let vs kill him 45 we be willed,fo
shall fome of vs be made the kirges licutenaunt, e
shalbean yuchenerer to the fuccefiion , we shall Fa=
uehislandes, poffefiones, goodes and offices parted

D v among
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ambg vs: Tet vs ot flicketo dov it.Jehan heis defpe
ched out of the worlde, he can make no reuenge. for
dead men doono harme.No no,cleane citrary. They
Enewe that innocent Abels bloud did crie to the
torde, Vengeaunce, uengeaunce, uengeas
unce. Andthat albeit Cain bade a marke, that no
manmight Laufully kill binsin this lift , yet hangeth
Te now(as good writers [aie)in chaines in hell. And
thefore they wolde not obeie the wicked and crucl ti=
ranncs commaundement , but knowing that God
will not baueinnocentes blood shead, but innocentes
aguinft tyrannes defended,they toke vpon them the
defenfe of the good fonne againft thetyranicall bis
pocrite and vnnatural father,

Tulian themperour , albeit he were an Apoftata
from Chrift , andagreat perfecutolir of Chrifkes
churche, yet hade be wnder bim fouldiours that pro=
feffed Chrift. Kohan he commaunded them to fet forés
warde to fight forthe defenfe of the common weal=
the,they obeied bim,and did it willingly:but did they
before they were commaiided, fcke for the chriftianes,
and bring them to the one and twentic Commifiond=
ves,or to the bifhoppes colehoufecorwhan he willed
and commaunded them to deftroye fuch as wold not
denic Chrift, and folowe bis procedinges, worfhip=
pingidoles:did they bring them to the fire,d flande
about, that they should not fpeakez and tofee, that
none siould come nere thé,to conforte and fircinghe

te

tenthem in their faithesoy whin they fake, did they
cleaue their headdes in pieces with their balbeardes;
or floppe their moutbes with their billest No they
confeffed,that in that themperour of beauen thalmi
ghtic God (and ot thiperowr of the carthe a wicked
i and a rebelle againft Godywas their emperour id
Captai:ad therin they wolde not obeie 1uliznordoo
that he commaunded in that behalfe. And this anfwer
bothe S. Ambmfe and 8. Aug_u(hne yeadd
the papifes (although they thé felues d

youndean.{' fetfurthe for & chrifté dofirine i a can
tholike exiple,how chrifté id good ubieétes shoulde
behaue the felues towardewicked prices, ad their wi
ched comaundemétes:that is, inno wife toobeiethé;
but toleauethé undone. And 4 mé ought not toobeic
their fuperiours,that shall comaunde thé to doo any
thig agaift Goddes worde, or the lawes of nature:fo
‘maie they ot doo that they shall comaiide thé cotras
7y tociuileiuflice,orto the hurt of the hole flate. 5iei
ther will good prices attépt or goo about any fuche
thing:for itis thenext waie to bring thé out of their
Jeates,and to make thé of kinges no kinges. How can
that bead liuedd citinewe, wher the body s cofumed
ad diffolueds And how ci that body be lufie,wier the
finowes(the lawes)arebroken,and iuflice (the maric

that shouldnourifbe it) veterly wafled and decaieds
Antiochus thethrid, kingofSiria wrote
thus to all the sitics of his domsinion,that if he did ¢
mannde
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maunde any thing that should be contrary tothe las
wes, they shouldnot paffetheron , but that rather
they should thinke, it s frollen or forged without
bis knowlage, confidering that the prince or gouers
nouris nothing elles but the minifter of the lawes,
And this fame fsieng of this moft noble king femed
tobe foiufleandreafonable, thatit is taken for 4 com
mon principle, hov fubiedles should knowe, sohan
they should doo that they be commaunded, and whan
they ought not.

Likewife a bifhop of Rome,called Alexander
the thrid, wroteto an Archebifbop, todoo a thing
which femedto the Archebif hop to be vnreafonable
and contrarytothe lawes, the pope perceauing that
tharbif bop was offénded with bis writing,and wols
denotdoo that herequired : defiredhimnot tobe
offended,but that if - ther were caufe,why be thought
beshould not do that he required, be wolde aduertife
hinm,and be therwith wolde be fatisfied,

This is apopes faiég:whichwho s fo hardy dar=
die to denie to be of lefJe autoritie than a lawe? yea
notfelowebut aboue Goddes wordes &vher vpon
this is & general vule,that the popeis not to be obeied,
but in Laufull and boneft thinges, Andfo by good Ara
gunient from the moreto theleffe, that princes (being
but foote ftooles and flirrop holdersto popes) com=
maunding their fubiedes that is not godly, not iufke,
not laufill, or burtefull to their countrey,ought not

tobe

to be obeied but withftnden. For the fubiectes ought
wotbaoniih 16 farshier theis defbrudis,

but tofcke their ovne faludcion:not to maintene euil
but tofupprefJe euil. : fornot anly the doers but alfo
the confentours to euil ., shalbe punifhed.faie bothe
Goddes and mannes lawes, And men ought to haue
morerefpecte to their countrey,than to their prince:
£o the common wealthe,than to any one perfone. For
the countrey and common wealthe is & degree aboue
theking.  Next vnto God men ought to louetheir
countrey, and the hole common wealthe before any
membre of it: s hinges and prinecs (be they neser fo
great)arcbut membres:and common wealthes mai
fisndewell ynough and flovifhe , albcit ther be no
hinges,but contrary wife without & common wealthe
ther can be no king. Common wealthes and realmes
may liue,whan theheadis cut of, and may put ona
newehead, thatis , mahe them 4 nevoe gouertour,
whan they fec their olde head feke to muche bis ovene
will and ot the wealthe of thehole body , for the
which be was onlyordained. Andby that iuflice and
Lavwe,that lately hathe ben excuted in Englande if it
maic be called iuflice and lawe)it should appeare,that

he miiflers of ciuile power doo [

de that that the fubicctes ought not to doo,

Boban theinnocent Lady Tane contrary toben
will e by force , withteares dropping dosene ber
ehekes,fuffred her felf to be called Quene of Ens

glande
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glande " yet ye fee, bicaufe she confented to that
vohich voss not by ciuileiuflice laufil, she & ber hufi
bande for company [uffred the paines of Traitours,

bothe heales buried inonepitte.
fohan the blefJedmi of God, Thomas Cran=
mer Archebifbop of Cantotbury did what be
might to refife to fubferibe to King Edwardes
will wherby his two fifters , theladics Mary and
Elizabeth should haue benvorongfilly difberited:
et bicaufe beafterwarde (to contét the kinges min=
de and commaundement, yea indede to [auctheinno=
cent king from theuioléce of moft wicked traiterous
tirannes )did fubferibe vnto it againft bis will:was it
not laied vuto bimby the wiched Iudge Morg
(whom God not loug after plaged with taking awdie
i wittes that was afoole before) that beought not
to doo any thing unlaufull, bi commaundemét of any
power?andfobe (aninnocent)) piked out among &
greatnombre of very euil doers(to fatisfie the lawey
wis condemned as 4 traitour before be [uffred ds &
martir.koere not the ymages dd Roodeloftes in En~
glande deftroied by autoritieof ciuile power: And
dothe not Boner the Archbocher oflonds
for all that force themthat obcied the authoritic(bis
caufe be aieth, it was ot lanful Yo make thé vp agai
at theirowne chargessBut Boner,thou that alloye
eft nothing to be well done(by what fo euer autoritie
itbe douc)except it be laufull nor nothing to be laus
fil,

fill thatis not dgyeing to thy Canon lawes:1 haue to
fieta thee, stide ftil a while,whileft 1 rubbe the. Tell
meplainly, and facenot out alie, 4 tho artewont:
fbeake not one thing,and thinke-an other,4s thy nas
tureis:ones in thy lift tell the trutbe, and shame thy
maiffer the dewil.1f thow were the fonne of the earthe
by thy fathers fide, and of an erraunt boore by the
mother, and fo a baflarde : by what autoritic [ticft
thou thy mefJe,whan thy lawes fuffreno beftardes
tabe prieftes without difpenfucionzhow comeft thoie
tobeabifhop, whan thy lewes faic,thow maict be
no prieftt How bethy iudgementes lanfull, whan
thow by thy Canones maicft benoiudge:  All men
knowe -, that thy mother whan thou waft begoten,
Wyas an hoore,

The conmon voice and fame faieth,and the truthe
is,that albeit one Boner (a barewhippe lacke)for
lucre of money toke vpon him to be thy father,
and then to mary thy mother, yet thou waft perfone
Sauages baftarde : andof that race come thy
Coufins fvimmeslowe thy Archediacon of lons
don(a metecie for fuche a groffe head) and fvimf=
Lowe bis brother,and a great meany moonotable,
Thefe thinges be fo euident id plaine,that thow cans
neft not(without blufhing)denie them:neither thas
wilt(1 knowe )denic thé, For thou boafteft id braga
geft muche,that thou comeft of gentil blood.

But thow wiltfaye,thowbaft 4 bull of difpfecion

from
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from thepope.Trequire to knowe, what time it waé
graunted Thou faicft,whan thou wa at Rome,1tis
cuenthat 1 requicred. Thow waftin dede at Rome,
prodiour forthe princes dowager the Quencs o=
ther,inthe caufe of dinorceberwene King Henry
the viif.and bers

oohan thot faweft that no prebendes, no Arches
didcdrics, no bif hoprikes were to be goten by conti=
nuing onber parte, thou betraicdeft her caufe, and
becameftof Counfeil with the hing. O noblecouns
faillowr.O feuere and laufill indge.

A mete man to fit in condemndcion of fomany
innocentes: yea more meteto flandeon the pillarie,
thatvina pulpit:tobeticd vp in a bodre franke, than
spalke in a princes chambre:to weare a Tiburne tip=
pet,thana graic amife. But what if thow haueno dia
[foenfacion:obat & murtherour drt thou of true Ena
glif bemens  Gwhat a tormentour of the people of
God? Howbafle thou deceaucd the Erles of Oxes
forde and Suffex, the Lorde Riche,the Mai=
resand Skeriffes of London , and many other of
thenobilitic, gentilmen, and Commones , forceing
thein to wafbe their bandes in innocentes blood with
thee? what confeiences maie they baue through thee?
How canneft thow falue their wounded foulest But
thatt wilt [4ie, it maketh no matier, The cleargieis
faire ridde of a great meany of enemies, A dead man
candoo nohurt.  But bethou certain,thot wilt be

decedued

decedtted.ohat fo euerbecometh of thy bocherly boa
dy 1 wishe thy foule to be fuued. Repenttberforein
tymesbecome Pauleof Saul.

&obanthe princeof Sebechealled Adonifebech
cut of the handes and fete of Seuentiekinges,and mas
dechem lyue by licking vp the cromes that fell vader
his table, be thought thofe poore maymed nen could
doo bimno hurt:but God payed him home, For hehinm
felf bade bis handes and fetecut of and was forced to
pike vp eronies ynder thetable, as he hade forced the
otherkinges:

King: Abimelech caufed histhre fcove gnd t&
brethror by the father fide, fo be al killed, bicaufe be
might Feigie alonehe thaught all was Cocke, andfo
did they thutholpe him to execute fo horrible dndn
cte,But what?did they efcape?  No.God fuffred the
denil.fo make difcorde betwene the king and bis deare
dearlinges,and firfk thei were iuftly deflroied by theit
king, and after be bint felf hauing bis bead brohen
withapece of aftonelette fall out of a weake wou
mans bandes, foy shame willed bis ferudunt to kill bint
witha[weorde,that it should not be reported, 4 wom
tnan hade killed hin. King Achab and Quene Jes
fabel thought non should reuenge poore Nabow
thesdesthesbut contrary to their expectacion , by

Goddes iuftice, dogges slofled and licked vp the blood
ne Achalia thought hey felf fure
Whan she had hilled al the hinges progenie, but God
B [owed
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Jerued her with thelike fawce: she feigiiel ot fong
bt shewas killed ATl the miferie and mifchicfin the
Realme of Naples canie by a woman,calied Quene
Toasic(awoménof muchle Iuftywho after she hade
bena while maried toa noble gentilman, and vaxed
~wkary o bis worke, caufed him _to be hangedoutof
i open galerie in the toppe of the houfe (. bicaufe
moruai should [ee bim): and not efter the poore'thes
wesmaner with an halter.of bempe, bt withe rope
sfgolde Srought with  berowne and her fisers
Madam Marimalecafta ber owne. fongerss
Shetriumpbeth forawile, dnd after bifides an vn=
fbeikeable nombteof prouicmariages she made fous
aebydaye inalitlé fpace , ‘but at leynght God pla=
gcth her, and she washanged in that place;wher she

bieforehanged ber bufbande. ’
&vhdn thofe that confpired the deathe.of the two
Brethrentbe Admiratand the Protectourhax
debroughtitto paffe., 'fo s they might ‘robbe the
Hingyand fpoile the Realme at their pleafure: did they
atleynght efcape feotte free?No Som of them bythe
iufteiudgement of God were plaged with the like pus
vith the [ame axe, vpon the felf fame bloc=
&eandin the fameplace. ‘And thereft hereafter are
ot ynlike without repentaunce ( which they. shewe
nob)toreceae their vewardes , eitherin them felues
o their pofteritie. O wonderfull workes , © iU
iudgement of God , that hateth thofe that doo euil,
and

und dcfiroyeth thofe that workemifchiefithat abhon
veth blood thikfie people,and thofe that haucdouble

bartesand treble tongues,
But Boner ,imaye not leaus thee thus.Gewe me
Teaue (Sauage Boner) todifpute this mater of
laufill and not laufull,a litle morewith. thee. 1f thow
«nd thereft of the traitours thy Copaniones should
perfuadethe frédeles Quene of England(whd
yehaue enchaiited)to gene ouer thetowne of Cales
feand Barwike toa fraungeprince,and(contran
ryto her othe not to diminishe any parte of the
rightes of the. Crowne and. liberties of the people,
whichhinges of England at their Coronacionintys
wnes paft madesand which she alfo madeto her [ubica
dhes , &ohan she was crowned before she was a perfit
Quiene ). shefolowed your counfail nd fom noble
perfonage fent thider to deliuer the keyes, aud the de
putie and-garifon did not firike. of the meffagicrs
bead , andfetitonthe gates , but obeyed it,andnot
wefifted it:wer not thow id thi felowes traitours for
fusdinig ber fo dooshade not shebrokenher otheand
promyfesswere not thattournay a traitour fordoing
that be was commaunded?. &oerenot the deputie and
garifontraitours for fuffring it tobe donez  Anfs
wer,  ohat canneft thou [aic for thy [elf and thy
folowes¢Giltie,or not gilties Thow &andeft mewet,
Ewhat not & worde: Thow art [ure,your good will will
E j Jtande
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frandeyou in as good frede, s thedededone, Neither
oo e paffe , thoagh the crowes. be fedde with
your carion carcafes , andthe detil dith yourfous
Tes. o ye maye leaie bebinde you a fame that by your
traytourie thelaitic of Englidwasdefiroyed , and
thefpiritualticreRored totheiv pompe and lordly

ower,
Bit beforethebalter floppe thy winde, Boner,
Het vs knowe, vehat thow canft faye for bevi Sayeft
Hhouprinces be ot bowndenby thesk othes aindproe
inifJes'yrough Sobat for the reftslet them rementbre
that ot 15g agoo their neighbour Mofieur Ver
win, * Captainof Boloigne s punished asa
traitour,for that by vecefitic ind expreniticol ffors
ec beréired sp Boloigne to king Hery theight
andiid not dic in the defenfe of it:But thou wilt fare,
be did it without commaundement of bis miaiffer: wnd
thefeshall dooit by comaundement of their maifbres:
But what if the commaundement be not Lawfull¢doef
#hou riot fiie thy felf, it is not tobe obeied?  Thow
feiet to otbers " that non maiedo that is not Ll
for any commaundement But thow wilt fuie z itis the
Quenes owne , and she maye laufullydoo with her
owne what she luteth. kobat if it be denyedto be her
ownu’ But mowmfm she bathe the crowneby
and fe of th and eu

7y parteaf the Realiess pleafeth ber-But Y anfers
thatalbeit she hawe it bi enheritaunce, yet she bathe
it with

it with dn othe,lawe 4nd condicion to kepeand mays
teneit,not to departe withit ordiminishe it.1fshe bg
wenomoreright to the Realme than ber father has
de, and e fither 4 mucheas euer aniking of Engs
Lande : ‘what neded be to requirethe confent of the
Nobilitie and commons (b parliament )to geuc the

Crovne to bis ddughter or any othert
But thow will faic,itwas more thanneded : for
wittout confent of the parliamét, be might doo with
the Realme &d eueriptetherof, what it ploafed him.
Take bedewhat thou fayeft. )f that be true,that king,
Henry might do with it without cafent of the parlid=
ment:bowis the Ladimari Quenes &chy might
not King Edwarde his fome (4 princebornein
Laufill matrivionie, and right heire ta the Crovwne)
bequeathe the Crowne wher e wolde , and as be did?
Takehede what thou docft . 1f the king and Quene
gesiethee & thoufaiit perdones, yet shalt thow be fouts
ded raukeTraitour to the Realme of Englande. For.
1Ibmthtkmgar Quencofa realine haue the Croye.
Hie neies w[Hy o yetmaye they not difpofe of the
Crowne or veslie,ds it pleafeth them, They haue the
Crovne to minifleriufbice,but the Reglme being 4 bo
diof frecmen and not of bondemen, be nor she can not
geneor[cll thera as flaues and bondemen, No, thoy
cdn ot geucor fell avwaye the boldes and fortes (46
Calefeand Barwike , or fuche like)withaut cke
confent of the Commones: for it was purchaced
iij with
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esby dn; d b d,thatdrein

Awith their blood d moneie. Yed &d thin pop

Tawves (voherby thow meafurcft all thiges tobe laufull
or ot Leufullyfdie,that if € Kig or gouernour of any
Fedlme goo about to diminisbe the vegalities dd righs
tes of his crovene, be ought to be depofed. Thus did
Pope Honorius the thrid cmaunde tharchebishop of
Colloffa i his [uffraganes to depriuc akiz of Vngs
vie,which wét about towafte , [elad geue awaye the
Repalities id rightcs of bis crowne, onles in tyme be
cedffed dd called backe that be hade done.1tis foplaia
#e,thou canft not denie it.But 1 fee,Boner,) haue cha
fed thee to muche:thi chekes blushe &d fwell for very
dgre. ;1. D Cheadfei, M. D. Pédlets, M. Cofins, or 3
of yoi Chaplaines , get my lorde a cup of fecke,to ¢
es 3y lorde ad 1 agree almoftlike bel<
deszweiarre [ovohat but not muche,bis lordship mea~
nieththat mé ought to be alwaies but notat alltymes
Poneft.But I faic,thei muft be honeft alvedies dd at al
fymes. His lovdeship wolde fuyne haue a placarde or
prouifo for bi dd bis that they might [Stimes (that i
fir5 the beginig to théde of the weke )plaic their pare
#es.But 3 aic,albeit bis lordshbip baue fuched priuiles
ge,yct mdic no honceft ma at any tyme doo that is not
Toneft, iufbe,&d laufullbi kaifers,kiges, Quenes no,
Heither bis comaundement. For if thofe thinges which
otily in mennes opiniones feme to be vnlaufull maye
By no dutoritic be done,and thofe thatdoo thé, be no
Beffl to be puniffhed, than if they bad done them withe
out autoritie : bow mache leffe maye fuche thin-

y
agm onlanfull : but fbalbe punifised according to the
defertes, bywhatfo euvr power or autoritiethey be
executed?Men therfore ought to take hede s that by
going about to come out of the fmoke,they fallnotirs
o the firesandby pleafing ofmen , they runne ot in
to the difplcafure of God. 1f mennes ordinaunces and
Tawes,or the gouernours autoritic and commanndes
ment werea [ufficient difcharge for mentodoo
sohatfo eucrwerepreferibed or comdunded wnto the,
tell me(y befechethee) why did Efaiasthe Prophet
fuffe vatherto be fowed in icces, than to folowe the
procedinges of Manafles¢ why did Danicl o
folowehing Datiusand bis counfailles comniaurs
dement forbearing to worfbip the true God: but wis
content to be caft to thelyones 2why didnot thethree
children,Sadrach,Mefach,and Abednego
obeye Nabuchadnefarin. worfhipping the gola
denidole, &d fo auoide the hotteburnig fornaceivhy.
did Elzazarus(ubmittebitn elf to deathe,and not
diffembles voby did henot eate bis ovanc meat sadab=
fresiie fs porkeflefbe, that the king comaunded the
Tewes bo edt cotrary to the lawes,idfaye that be ba=
e catéit,as bis olde truftye frédes. of the court coiix
fuiled hizsohi did benot fuc for a bulorperdd of An=
tiochus,that he might vfe bis owne religid,ds aur En
glishe halfig gofpellers doo of the pope,cifefing
wntoritiywhich is the thig that be ly paffeth
i} careth
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rdretl not bow manyfoules be ledde to the deuil?
&oby didnot the feuenbrethré and theirmother obeie
thelinges commanndement, and fase their Iyucs dnd
goodes,us thauncient Catharifres. and newe puri
ftesdoo, faing : all thinges be pure to the pyre,and
10 idolatric or filtbyneffe cuinfectehimthatis pus
weand cleane:or why did they not faie , 4 the Pris
feianiftes and Papiftes didin tyme pa , andas
the marchauntes Hill and Petrefonne with their
double tongued traine id diffembling fedke at this pre
Jent faie, thatit islaufull (and no finne) o fiye one
shing and meane an other?  to lyewith the Iyppes, fo
they baue the truthe inthe heart 2 to denye Godin

worles and workes,fo thes céfefJ: bim in thought id
mynde? todaunce with the deul all daye, and lodge
with Chrilt at night ¢whydid Paule fuffrefo many

mprifonmétes,fo muche beating,fcourgeing and tors
enting? Andwhy at leinghtdid he not fauebis life,
nd folowe Kaifer Neroescommaundenent ¢ &ohy
did ot the Prophetes thapoftles, and fomdny thous
fauntes of martirs folowe the wicked tirannes coms
maundemétes and procedinges,but refifted them, and
with their blood éeftified, that they allowed thénotz
But allthefeboly ménes doiges inconfefig id obeicg
the higheft poveer God, &d ot thinferiour powers in
wicked id euil thiges, arecméded dd lefte bi the hos
7y goofte to s in holifchriftto folowe dd doo the likes
f ménes lawes ad comaundementes werea fufficient

warails

draiit to mé,to doowhat fo eueriscomaiided théstell
me(Ipraie thee) to wohat purpofe s fuffrig of perfecus
cid fo ofte repeted,fo earneftly taught,fo bighly com
mended in {cripturesChrift faieth: He that taketh not
uphiscrofie and foloweth me,is not mete
for me.And agdin:bleffed be thofe that fufs
fre perfecytion for righteoufnefle fake,
for theirs is the kingdome ot heauen. Ble(’
fed are ye,whan men shall curfe you, and
perfecute you, and fpeake all euil againft
you, lieng for my fake:begladand reiois
ce,foryour rewarde is pleintifullin beas
uen.Sodid they perfecute the prophetes
that were before you.  And thapofile fuieth:
Allthatwill live godly in Chrift lefus,
shall fuffre perfecution. = And foin ¢ great
nombre of places of feriptures.

By fuche pexfecution can not be ment theiniuries
that priuate man dothe to priuate man: for God bas
the orddined ameane, thatis, themagiftrate tores
dreffe them. But by perfecution is ment the Iniuries
and tirdnunie that the Magifirates and gouernours
exercice ouer Goddes people. For they not contented
toleta chrifiian man baue iuflice i ciile thingss ags
inft a papift, nor an boneft man againft fuche & one
« fauoureth their procedinges , doothé felues fpoile
the chriffanes and boneftof their goodes : andnot
onely fpoile them, but by all manerof force,uiolence,

E v and
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andfudres [eke their life and blood | ‘ot onelyin
their owne countrey', but ‘wher theyhaite rion di=
toritie, bicaufe they will not obeic their commaun<
dements and folowe their wicked procedinges.

God will baue bis tricd by perfecucion-, that the
worlde maiefec , ‘who loue the chiefpower ;- mos
ve than the inferiour powers : bis commaundemeris
tes, more than mennes fonde procediriges:the foule,
more then the flefbe = the fure and euerlafting en-
heritaunce of heauen, more than the vncertain and
temporal poffefiones of this worlde. Yea be hathe

to the blocke; their blood famake princes puddinges,
their entrailles tomake tripes , their quartres to be
boiled or ru"frd but be bathe lrftr tbtm a fpecial rule
and cd herby [elues,that
is, in all thinges tofeke firft !h!kmgdomtofuad if
be thatis pefecuted.felein b ¢afctéce, that be meie
do0 God greater [eruice and glorie by fuffring than
by fleing, be ought ratber tofuffe « thoufaunt deas
thanto flee one foote But if bis confeience wits
weffewith bira that be maie doo God greater glovie
by,mwrh&n by tarieng, beought ot to tempt God
,but is bounden by co todes

non other vaieto let the diffirence app men=
nies eies betwene bis [eruauntes and princes Paras
[ites,thanonly by perfecucion, ~ Papiftes, Turkes,
Tewes, gontiles can diffemble, Ehey can feme to' faft,
to praic , togeue alniofe , to builde monafferics,
, andto doo notwarde worhes gaie
, bicaifethey wold be accompted holy of
men , but to yefufeto doo that is euil for iuflice fa=
Ke,to beslaundred, froken cuil of,whipped, feours
ged, fpoiled of their goodes, killed of theworldly
princes and tivannes | rather than they wolde difs
obeie God , and forfake Chrift: this canneither
Ppapifles nor Turkes , Yewes nor gentiles ', nornon
other doo but onely thelefles of God, -And yet God
dothe not fo feuercly require of bis people, that they
should fbreight offve them felues to the princes sla=
wughterhoufe,their neckes to the halter, theirheaddes

to

and chauntries
to thecie

parte.1fthey perfecute youin one citie(f«i=
eth Chrift)flye.into an other. And bedid not
only teachz it,but did it bim clf, forfaking tewrie,id
goig into Galile,whi be bearde Iohn Baptift we
Laied b the beles, bicanfe the time wat not yet come,
swherin be was appointed to glorifie God. And bicaus
fe God wolde haue arefuge place,and functuaric for
s, whan fuche tirannic and perfecucion should be
exerciced e wolde neuer [uffrethe power and ambis
cious tiranines, o make one pefite Monarchicof all,
but whan they bade done their beft to bring dlltogex
ther, and the [lring hade bé alwoftin the nicke of the
bowe (i the prouerbe s)it hathe foddinly slipt,and
not onlydeftroied the doer, bt it bathe fallen in to &
great meany moo shiiers than cucy it wis before,
“Tbus God dalieth and plaieth with his puppettes the
princelinges of this worlde, foers
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wherforefence we beGoddes people and feruduna
tes, and he our lorde and the higheft power:. and the
princes of the worldebe buthis miniftres and infes
riour powers, ordained todoo good aud not exil: e

this 1o fure waic for the to doo that they wolde,if
they shiould obeie their princes in what fo euer they
commaunded.

Thenature of wicked Princes is muche like to the

ought tofeke chiefly to doo Goddes céi
beforeall mennes , to pleafe God rather than men,

pes, which f they be uffred to baue their
frovetes in the grounde , andbe not firthewith leta

For the princes (doo they the worft the:
take frommen their goodes andliues : but God can
take from vsbothe goodes and bodie, andcaft bothe
bodyand foule in to hell. And yetshould not they be
bable toworke their willin this worlde, nor exccute
eheir malice,if men wolde bebauethem felucs towara
de theirlorde and maifier God g they ought. For ds
becan , fowolde hefonedefpeche theworlde of ti=
rines.But bicaufe many be opé enemies of Godyand
many diffemblers with God, God fendeth ad fuffreth
euil goucrnours (and will fendeworfe) to plage the
peaple for their inigquitie, and to trie the faitbe of his
electe, fromwhom not one beare of the head can be
takenwithout Goddes wil. Andtberfore fehing ala
wdies todo thatis good, theyshould alwayese[chus
todoothatis euil,and committe thende to God.

Bust admittether bea great nombre that hae
dronken of the boore of Babilons cuppe,and thinke,
that theis neither beauen nor bell, and that Goddes
worde is but friers maters: and that therfore (like
Sardanapalus) they should feke to eatand drine
be,and feruetheir luflss, and nothing elles:yet were

this

tedwill fodai lthebodyzor to the wefela
les,that conueith in bis hole body,wher he hathe ones
gotenin bis bead. o they if they be obeiadin anx
ewilthing (be it newcr folitell) ‘wilbe obeied inalldt
leingbt avhat leteeth but £at they maic not onlyfena
de firmenncs goodes , but for their headdés alfo,
the Turkedothero bis beft Bafla, andallbis fib=
iectes whan it pleafeth bim? &ohy maicnot théyfine
de for cheifubiectes children,canfethemto be hilled,
baked and geuc it to their paventesin fleade of other
meat: and for & feconde cownfe bring in to them, the
beades, fite, and handes; wshing Aftiagesdidto
Harpaguse Al the papirof England wold not
Jerue tofet our the mifchicfis that might folowe,whi
princes euil commaundements should be obcied and
fuifilled But men that be wife,maic bi alitell,confidre

therfore that God will not princes coms
‘ntes should be obeicd in all thinges , but
rather fuffrea thoufunt deathes, than
ng that 4 curl:and fence alfo fo many euila
icfes may folovwe us this ife,wher wl‘cq.ti
princes
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priées wiles maie fandefor lawes; menoiight boa
the for Goddes fahe and commauridement abjfcine-to
obeiefuche commaundementes, and cleaue vto this.
Maxirme:wemufbobeieGod rather thanmat, for
swbofefake if we lofe botbe goodes and kiftwooughe
toreioice, that we be called to ferue him . andnot
doibt,bit asbe is habléto recompenceiy. fo'sill be
Cascordisig to bis promife)rewarde it.- nd befides
afo they oughtto confidre, that princes beoydained
for thewealtbe andberefiteof the peaple,and not to
theirdeftruction:to maintene cotmot weilthes, and
motto fubuertethens < whtich rather thiun amy mar
bould'confent vritd, he ought ( beir ithfull
i bo bis countrey ) toabide alloffs, bothe of -,
body and goodes. For next after God,
menbeborne toloue, bonour,
and maintenc their.
countrey:
..
.

WwHETHER ALL THE SV B.
ieGtesgoodesbe the Kayfersand kin~
ges owne,dnd that they maie laufilly take
them ¢ their ownes

HE Anabaptiftes wrefing feripture to
fersi their madneffe,amg other foule ervours,

aue this: that-all thinges ought to be common,they
omagemantd be of that puritie that bewas before
the fally: that i cleane witbout finne,or that (if he
oill) he maie fo be:and that 4 whan ther wus o fin=
ne,all thinges were comnion, fo they ought nowto be,
Bubthis mingling of the [lte of man beforethe
full, and of bim after the fall muche deceucth them.
For by the fall id ewer after the fallthis corruptible
fifbe of manis clogged with fiune , and shallneuer
beriddeof finne,as long as itis in this corrupt worl
desbut shalbe alwaics difpofed id prone to doo that is
euil Andtherfore 4s one meanes to be therather vns
combred ofthe heape of finne,God ordained that mi
should get his liuing by the [wette of bis browes:
#d that be should be the more forced to labour, the di
JinéHS of thiges d propretie(mine,id thine) wa
(cBtrary to platoesopinic)ordained, 45 appeareth by
thefe two lawes: Thoushalt notfteale: Thow
shall notcouet thy neighbours wife,nor his
[erudiitnor bis maide, nor bis oxe,nor bis Affe, nor
any
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whom they force tolabour andtoylein their workes,
But the maner of coming therby is fo diuerfe , thatit
wmaleth the inftene[Je of their doinges muchefufpes
&ed For fome doo it vnder pretéfe to oo the people
good:fome by craftie and fubtil meanes, colour sheir
doinges:and fome of right(but without right)claime
then for their owne,

Of the furftfortbe thofe , that put great taxes
andimpoficiones on drinke.for forafmuch as the peon
| plewithouermuch drinking become dronkerdes (and
fo finne againft God) theywoldefeme by making thé
paye afmiche or more to them as the drinke is wore
of the geer,andnot i the libertie of the taker. the , they should force them the rather to abfteyne

But ther be fomte inthefe daics, not of the medneft i3 ouermuche drinking, d fo ﬁon_xﬁnnc.u_wm this

i oF pooreft forte,but of the chiefeft and richeft: that itmaye appeare,they fckenntlb/?annctﬁ'u[ynllr,dd
i is,many wicked cowernours and vulers, ywho in this the wealthe of the people, but their ownepriuate pro

i i ervourexcell the comion Aabaptifi. . For she fiFor if they had theireie to Goddesglorie and the
benefite of the people , and the vice to betakencleane

any thing thatishis. Afterwardein dede feriptus
’ #¢ fpeaketh of communion of thinges | not that they
oughtfotobe (for fo feripture should be dircéily
againftferipture) bt that ther war fuch charitie

among the people, that of their ovone free will, they

: gaucand foldeall they had, to releue the miferie of
| Hhetr poore brethrenzywho forimpotencie,of for mul=
| titudeof children, werenot with their Libour hable
to get fufficient to eleue their necefitie, Nov of this

IH [o geueimight eviery man take a5 muche . lun
I Jied but to eucrsy orieCaccordig to bis neccBitie) fuffia
| cient voas diftributed, So that it flode in the liberalitic

|
It cottinon Andbaptifls doo not onely take other men= ’ ta
;i es goodes as comiton ;- but aye content to let their awate: they wold not croppe of the braiiches of the
:l f ovwiie alfo becommon , which bathe fom finacke of tree,and let the roote growe , but they wolde ya'm
i Chatitie: for they them felues doononother , but ¥p the rootc that it should no more growe.And [3 of

this fort do it to this éde,to make thinges betterches
pe. For(thinke they )if ther were but littell money,
ebimuft thinges be folde better cheape. As though
it laye inthem to make pleyntie and fearcitic , and.
asthough thone were not the bounteous bencfite of
God [entto them thit fearc and louchim : and the
ocher his plage iuftly powred on them that bate bim,

® This

i that they them felues are content to fuffre,

But the euil gouernours and rulers will haue all
that their [ubiectes baue, common to them felues, but
they themfelues will departe with nothing, but wher
they oughtnotino , not formuche as paie for thofe
thinges,that in wordes they pretendc to buieof their
fubicties , nor paic thofe pooremen- their wages,

whom
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This kinde of practice kods, if not firft funde,yet
fed by Emperour ulian thapoftata, d tiranne
ad perfecutour of the Chrifianes (s before you haue
bearde)who being afubtil man, and not haing his
Coiifailours, fouldyours &d ubiectes (at bis deociy
ready to hill whom he wolde of the Chriftanes (whd
beknevee for 1o priudte caufe wolde rebelle Yment by
policie to murther them , fpoiling them of that they
bad and fo not leauing them wherwith to buye to re=

Teue theirnecefitie. Saieth this cnemie of God :1 wil
fe you after yourChriftes gofpel. Forit [dieth:blef
fen be ye poore foryoursisthekingdome
of God. And therfire I take fomyon all that ye e
ueprefently, that ye maie the foner come by that is
promifed you, Dowbtles if this waie were as good ad
bencficial i the agentes and doers of it,ds it maic be
profitable for the fubiectes and fuffirers: no doubt it
wereto be defired that it weredoneoutof bande,
rather thanoneminuteof an boure différred to be
done, For the people from the lef to the more, from
toppe o too,all be geuen to couctoufucfJe , feraping,
firatching and ketchin
And from Pope to the hedge maffemBging prief,
all begeuen to fubiltie, crafte, lieng, trditerourie,
and fulfedealing. Their beart i fo on their halpeny,
that neither they confidre their duetie to God (no
they knowe bim not ) nor remembre bow muche
they are bounden to theircountrey:but ypon 4 vaine
hope

ope to faue thefr oswne, ave content either them fela
wes to betraie their countreie,or to fuffre it to be bea
traied of others,and one of them dewourcth id eateth
vp an other, that for a litel while he maie themore
Lie after bis'owne luft:Sohere contraric wife, pouers
tiemaketh men to remembre,feke,and call on God, to
Touc and defende their countreie, one to loue an other
like brothré,and finally deuifeth and worketh what [o
euer good is. But none maie pille or polle, robbe or
fpoilesor doo any mifehicf faicth thapoftle)that good
maietherof filowe: and [pecially hinges and gowera
nours of people , whom bicaufe they beordained to
doo good, and should doonothing but well, Chrift
called Benefactours and not Malefactours.
ftheydooit, whileft they pretende (but meane it
not) to bring others to beaen, they maic be fure to

bring them felucs to hells
The feconde forte be thofe that rebbe the people
indede , yet wolde not haue their doinges knovenes
They walkein nettes, and thinke no md dotl:e fee thé.
And of this hinde be thofe that contrary to all lawes
(botbeof God and man) and cantrary to their othes
countrefaick the coine that s orddined to runne bes
twenemi and mi, turning the [ubfhaiice from golde
to copper, i filuer to worfc then pewter, id aduauns
ceing and diminifhig the priceat their pleafure. For
i coines all lawes commaunde and,equitie will, that
thefe fourethinges be obfcrued and fivaightly kept.
E i Erf
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¥irftthe purenc[Je of the matier, that it benot core
supted or countrcfaicted. Seconde , that it haue the
iuft weight Thirdly, thatitbe not clipped . The lft,
that itbenot atthe princes will fomtyme priced at
amore valwe,and fomtyme at & leffe:For ifa prine
e might doo herein euen what him lufted: bovo might
e not lightly fposle bis [ubicdes of all that they hs
we,or could conme by, &ohich thing the great deuil and
cutthrote of Englande( the papiles God) in his Sers
mon that be made at Paules crofle, vpa this Thes
me(now isisthe tyme to wake from slepe,
my brethren,for nowis our ioie and pom
pemore nye,than whan we before diffem=
bled to beleue in Chrift. Be of good cheas
re,my difciples, ourtroubleispaft, our
foyeisat hande) letted not to blufire out.in this
Sermon to bring the dead innocent and bleffed king
Edwarde(whon for his vertue be hatedy inhatred
of thepeople : for beimputed to him(a childe and &
wrde )the lewde and wicked bebaueour of bis crucll
Counfailours,and fsied he maruailed that the people
couldfuffe o greatiniurie,to be robbed of their prin
ce,b altring the coyne from golde to copper , and fil
sier toleade, and to pullitfrom twelue penceto fixe
pence, and not rife againgt the king toredrefJe their
iniurie, He fawe,that this and fuche like iniurics wes
e not tolerable in aprince,and wolde haue bade the

people

people doo that againft him(whom be for his vertne
bated) which neither for this noy any vice be woldet
Bauedone , whereas ke foued to fauour. For at the be
ginning to mayntene Boloigne vtrves which be deui
de, to pull king Héries minde frs matiers of religi,
or(as afterwarde good likely hood appesred) to ha=
e hym taken in the warres, and caried to the bishop
of Rome :the fame deuil Gardyner was than the chicf
Counfaillour to haue the money abafed , tomains
tenc thefame.  Andnowlately(whan hebathbros
chayne)denifed Rofemary pence, worfe thar
exer iy coyne was before,as thexperience [heweth,
they being at leinght cryed to be nothing.

The thrid forte of thefe euil princes be thofe,that clai.
meall their fubiectes good for their ovene,who allege
for them this commonfeyeng: Al chinges be the
haifers, all thingesbe the kinges,all thine
gesbethe Princes. And4s the deuil brought fur
the feripture foferue his purpofe agdinft Chrift,
fothei abborring all other partesofferipture, that
teachethen their office or Chriftenductic , pikeout
onclyd pecethat maye mayntene their tyrannye.
1t thus written, [aye they in the firft boke of kin=
ges- Thisshalbe the right or lawe of the king
thatshall rule oueryou:be will take your
fonnes,and put them to his charettes, and
make hishorfemen of them,and they muit

F ifj run=
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runne before hiscraret , and will make
him Capraines of them, ouer thoufaites
and ouer fifties , and will fet them to aire
bis grounde, and gather in bis harueft,and
‘tomake infirumentes of warre and cartes.
And of your daughtershe will make him
oyntement makers, his cokes,and bakers.
And he will take the beftof your fieldes
and of your olyue trees,and geue them to
bisferuauntes.And he will take the tenthe
ofyour fedeand of your vines, and geue
it to bislordes and to bis feruauntes. And
bewill take the beft of your men feruauns
tes,and women feruauntes, and yongmé,
and of youraffes , and do his worke with
them. And hewill take the tenthe of your
shepe,and ye shalbe his feruauntese  But
whan ye shall crie outat that tyme vpon
your king,which ye shall haue chofen you,

the larde will notheare you at that daie,
This pece of feriptureis their clooke : but it fer=
weth o more 4 hinges wicked doinges , than that of
the wicked fonnes of Eli, and the facrificers(whome
mencall pricfles)to take out of mennes pottes , what
pecethemlufted, or to take their porcion rawe, con=
Erdry to Goddes ordinaunce. For ds inthone placeit
is called theight or lawe of the king  foisitin the
etherplace called therightorlawe of the prieftes.
But

But in nother of thefeplacesitis called the lawe on
vight that God appoited to hinges or pricftes, which
be fet out inother places , but fuche & they wolde
wfurpe ouer the people, Nother wil this mayntene
the purpofe, that here he fpeaketh of aking and not
of 4 tyranne , for atthe fir& a hinges name wis &
odious and & muche abhorred,gs o tyrannes.  But
this was fpoken of the prophet Samuel to fearethe
people, that they should not goo about to altre the
ordreand policie that God had orddyned @ whichif
theydid , they should fele what a plagueitwebeto
baue aking geuen in Goddes furie. - And ifthey had
onely fought to be ruled by one (s partly in this,
that one alone vuleth ,a king dothediffre from other
goucrnours ) they wolde haue ben content with
Sumuel alone,who 45 be was appointed by God to rus
Tealone ouer the ifraclites , fodid he exerciteand vfe
bisoffice moft uprightly: but they wolde nedes hae
agalauntand pompous hing , one that should ryde
out withhis trompettes before him, « greattropeof
borfesen before and bebinde bin , bis gardeall togee
ther in filke with their halbeardes about bym , and
ewerione to full flatteto the grofide that should mes
te bim , asthe Gentiles hade, who wercindedety=
rannes , as appearethby thefirft called Nems=
xod , whoforbis rebellion againt God, and
denourig of Goddes people , wis called the frowte

F i bun=
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buntour before ot again® God. And in the feme hing
dome of the fraclites God shewed by an euident tera
raur toall gouernours , that he did not allowe fuche
right , as the prophet [ayed,the ing wolde vfe oucr
bisfubictes.  Forwhanking Achibwolde has
uebought of bis fubiefte Naboth bis vineyorde
Cwhich he neded not to hauedone , if thefubiccles
goods be the kiges)id he refufed to felit,as hemight
doo , forby Goddes Lawwe he had u propretie therin,
from which without his will and confent e could not
be forcedto departe, thehing fretted fo muche bicaus
fe be could ot haue bis will, that be fell ficke in his
bedde, id wolde not eate. His wife Dame lefabel,
« woman full of malice and mifchicf ( as that kynde
5 very apte and prone to thofe vertues , and within
shorte fpace doofo therin excell, s fewe men can in
long tyme matche them )taketh the matier in bande.
&ohat (fayethshe) beyoud meteman to bea king
oucr Afrael, that woill [uffre fuche dishonour at your
slaues haides, one that bi your auncient prerogatiue
wohi ¢ continued thes bundred and three fcon
reyeares , yed fromthe firft king of sfracl) ye maye
vfein body and goodes,as pleafeth yous Ph) for shaw
me,pull yourcourage to you, arife, eat yourmeat,
bt}r(my, Tywarait you the vineorde.Out goeth a Con
miflion in nges name, to certdin Comiffiondres
where Kaboth dwelt , fucheasthe Quenes grace
wis fure. fauoured bor procedinges . Thofe she

reguia

requireth to caufe Naboth tobeendytedand con
demned for an beretike and 4 traitour:and [o to cas
fe him to be floned todeathe. Her will s furthewith
fatisfied, matier ynosgh againft Naboth prifoner at
the Barre,bicaufe shewoldfo haue it:no man might
be admitted nor durft fpeake the truthe in the prifos
ners canfe,leaft they bad ben clapped fuft and truffed
wp alfo for beaking aguint the king and Quene: no
queftedurft quite him, for fiarof kifing the flete: no
Lavees o equitie, no iuflice might defende the poore
innocent. So the vineiorde is the kinges by the ordre
of Lawe. Thofe newes be caried in poft to efabel,she
sheweth them to her bufbande, wherwith be(ss fone
a5 he heardethem) was recoucred, and goethto tda
ke poffeBion of the vineiorde. But what foloweth this
crucltic dd tiranie? Are not bothe the kinges Maicfic
and the Quenes bighnee within while after killed,
ad their blood licked vp of dogges.according as the
Prophet declared to hiin the vineyorde,whi he toke
poffefion of itzand all bis Loufe fodefiroied , that
therwas not leftc therof fomuche as 4 dogge topife
agdinft the wall2Thus ye maie[ce thende of luftielors
des and Ladies that will baue their luftes a lawe, and
their willto'be filowed and obeied of their fubiecles
a4 d right in dede. The true right and prerogatine of
ahing was written ina particular bokeby the Pro=

phete Samuel,and laied vp by the Arke, which boke

among many otheryvwas lojte, yet who o lufteth to

knowe
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Kaowe it maicfee it fetout by Goli the bokeof Daw |

keronomie. After that God had preferibed who bold
be their king, thatis o aliene or fEraunger, but one

of their ompne brethren:for naturally [traungers doo

w0t fauour [eraungers, And 4 foraunge prince fcketh

by all meancs to deftroy the natural inborne, that he

mie with quictnelJ and flrctic enivie and vfe that

be cometh euilby , and fo leaucit tobis fuccefion:

thanis et furthe the right and prerogatiue of  hing

thus. &ohi your king is made,he shall not kepe many

borfes,nor putting bis truftin his borfemen, be shall

not bring the people again into Egipte.He shall not
hauemany wiucs, leatt they altre bis minde 3 God:
nother yet great treafurc of filuer id golde. But whi
beis fetin bis throne, be shall caufe  copie of thefe
Lawes and flututes to be written out of thoriginal ve=
wmaining with the Leuites, andtbe fame be shall haue
with bi all the daies of his life, that he maie learne to
[fearethe lorde his God,d to kepe (ot to breake) all
the wardes and eeremonies that becomaunded in the
Lawwe,and alfo to fulfll thé in bis doinges: And he shal
not be prowde and bault ouer his brethren , neither
shall e fovarue from the lawe tovwarde the right ban=
de orlifte bande, that he and bis children maie long
reigneoucr’lfracl. But befides this lawe appoited for
all kinges be that wilbe accompted achrifian hing or
‘gouernour,muft remembre,that be s d chriffian man,
and thatbi being made 4 king, beis not cxempt from
the

ehelawes and ductic of 4 chriflen m,which eueri one
profeeth in Baptifines but 4 be is calledand cxaltcd
aboue the veft of bis brethren, fo should be be ¢n ex=
ampleto them of good Lyuing and vertue,in obferuig
the Lewe,which [aieth afovell to kinges 4 to beggers:
Thou shalt not fleale, thou shalt not-couet any thing
thatis thy neighbours: and fo it flablifbeth and cons
firmeth, that cucry one maic iuftly kepe that is his
ovne , dnd nonemaic take it from hie by ani meane
againft bis willbeit king or haifer. g
And by the doinges of Samuel, who albeit he were
nota kingin name, yet hadebe ( being thelicute,
nant and viceroicto God the chief king ) 4 great
autoritic 45 any king in the eartbes it maie appeare,
that all thinges of the [ubicces be nok the kinges ow=
ne propre.For if they had ben bis owne, what neded
samuel (at the furrendre of his office)to offre to mas
keandccompts Andtowhom,] praie you: To any
bribing Auditour? No,beoffredto make it to God,
and to the king that fucceded bim. Bebolde(fuicth
the) haue doneall that ye defired me.] ha=
uemade yoyaking torule you, Mychil=
dren yet shall be withyou. Butlam olde,
and hore headed:that s, I c@ notlong c5ti
nue. [ bauebE amog youfiG achild to this
daie. Lo, [ aready to makemineaccSpte
before God and your kig,for allthiges that i be laied
wmbyanyv[you,wha[rlmﬂqchehuuraki!wh}}::
affe
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afle haue I fade? to whom faue I doneany |
ufolence or wrong? whom haue I opprefs |
fed? of whom haue I taken any bribes, to
maintene bim in his wickednefle, to winke |
athisfaultes,or toftoppe iuftices let him
comefurthe, and I will make fatisfaction,
And none of them could [aie, blacke vods i cie,

No, [aicthsamuel, 1take Godandyour
king to witnefle agaift you:Iam fo nete,
that ye shall not finde onefote in my fin=
gres, but lam hable tolaie ynough aga=
inft you wicked people,&c.

O Samuel,Samucl,what king or prince can [uie to
the,as thou diddeft to the Ifraclites: They loke not to
makeandccomptino , they haue counfuil of craftie

the Yailour of gehenna(to be chainedin the wardeof
eternal paine Jand faie: Awaie with thefe decea
uoursofmipeopleto the doggesof hell,
yewere maifters , and not minifters?ye
were bearebaitours, andnot bailifes,ye
were ftroyes,and no ftuardes,

But let vs ymagme an vntrutbe, that all the fubica
s goodes were the princes, and that be might take
them at bis pleafure. Let vs ymagine, that thefubies
Gas were only carnall men'without the knowlage id
feareof God.eadd let it be graunted alfo, that they
were fpoiled of all their armour,and great garifones
fet in cuery phace to hepethemin obeifaunce, [o that
they had not wherwith to redrefe their fiuries,as na
ture wolde counfuil them : were this a waie to make

h hers should takethe bread

Aleibiades,bowthey dccompt.
But they cannot efeape it,they shall metc withan |
other maner of auditour,than any of Moufire
Cinquebonetsprentices : they shallreckon bea
fore bum,that bathe all their doinges truly totted and
faire engroffed all ready before hande, and wher he
shallin the daicof bis general Audit, fuic to Samuel
«@nd all true gouernours that ruleaccording to God=
desruleswell fare ye, ye good and faithfull
feruauntes,Come, entrein toyour Mai=
ersioie: Heshall contrary wife committe thefe
oppreffours and tirannes not to the lieutenaunt of
thetowre, or to the wardein of the Flete, but unto
the

out of their mouthe? &wolde they defive o liue,to be
in fuche miferie them felues:%wolde they defire to ina
creace the worlde with children , wwhan they knewe
that they should be lefte in worfecafe, than vared-
fonable beaftes¢No furely , and that ye maicfec by
the worke of nature inthe people of the oeft Ine
dies now called newe Spain:&obo knewe of Chrift
nothing at dll , and of God nomore than nature
taught them. Thepeople of that countreie whan
the catholike Spaniardes came thider, were fimple
andplainemen, and liued withowt great labour,the
Tendewis naturally fo pleintifilof «lf thinges, and

continually
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continually the brees bade ripe fruteon themt, &shdn
the Spaniardes hade by flatteric putin their foote,
and bylitel and litel made then felues frong,building
fortes indiucrfeplaces , theyto get the golde that
s ther.forced the people (that were niot vfed to la=
bour) to fhande all the daiein the hotte funne gathes
ving golde in the fande of the riuers By this meanes
agreat nombre of them (not vfedto fuche paines)
died,and a great nombre of them ( feing thes felues
brought from o quict alife to fuche miferie and sla=
uerie)of defperacion hilled them [elues. And many
woldenot mary , bicaufe they wolde not haue their
children slaues to the Spaniardes. The women whan
they felte them [elf with childe , wolde cat  certain
berbe todefivoie thechildein the wombe.  So that
swhere at the comming thider of the Spaniardes, ther
were accompted to bein that countrey nine hundred
thaufaunt perfones , ther werein short time by this
meanesfofewelefte , s Petremartir (whowis
one of themperour Charles the ifthes counfail thes
re,and wrote this biflorie tothéperour) faieth, it was
4 shame for bim to name.

This is the fute, wher Princes take al their fubs
iecles thinges as their owne. And wherilto at leinght
willit cone, but that either they mu be o kinges,
o elles hinges without people,which is allone, But
thow wiltfaie:xwherof comcth this common faieng:all
thinges be the kaifers,all thinges be the kinges2it can

not

not come of nothig. But by tha that is all ready fuied,
efee that euery mi maic bepe his owne,id none maie
take it ff3 bim,fo that it cd not be interpreted,that all
thinges be the kaifers or kinges.as bis owne propre,
or that they maic take thé i3 their [ubiecles at their
pleafure,but thus it is tobe expoiided,that they ought
todefinde,that euery man hathe,that be inaie quictly
enioie his owne, and to fee that they be not robbed or
fpoiled therof .For as i & great mines boufe,dl thiges
be [aied to be the Stuardes bicaufe it is committed to
bis chargeto fecthat euery man in thehoufe bebane
him felfe honefty, and doo bis ductic, to fee that alt
thingesbe well kept and preferued and mai takenoa
thing awdie from any man, nor mifJpend or waftr,
and of his doinges he muft rendre accompt to his lora
de for all:[o in a Realmeor other dominion,the reals
me andcountreie are Goddes,be is the lorde,the peos
ple drebis feruduntes, and the king or gouernonr is
but Goddes minifter or fluarde,ordaincd not to mifu=
fe the feruguntes,that i, the people,neither to fpoile
thé of that they haue, but to fee the people doo their
dueticto theirlorde God , that the goodes of this
‘worlde benot abufed but [bent to Goodes glorie, to
the maitendiice and defenfe of the cimon wealthe,id
not to the deftruchid of it The princes watche ought
todefende the poore munnes boufe,bis Labour thefub
sedles eafe,bis diligéce the [ubicies pleafure, bis trow
blethe[ubiccttes quictneffe o And s the [unneneuer

[randeth
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fiandeth [Hll but continually goeth about the worla
de, doing his office: with bis beate refreshing and
cafortig all natural thinges in the worlde:fo ought

muft Cbicaufe God hatbe fuied it shalbefo) mahe dca
compt foralltheir doings, forallfoules men, women,
and children = thinke their office and minifterie an

«g00d prince ro be continually occupied in bis mini
fierie , not eking bis owne profit,but the wealtheof
thofe that be committed to his charge. And therfore
Saleuchus king of Siria vfed to faic:if men knes
we,bow muchebufines and how litle quietncfJeit wea
retodoo the duetic of a king, noncwold take vpor
bim that office , if be might baue the crovwne for tas
king it vp out of the mire, And Antiochus the
great king alfo of Siria, whan he vous driucn out of
bis coiitrey by Scipio the Capitainof the Ro=
manes , and hadloft all Afia , and the couns
trcies about:he thanked the Romaines, that by their
meanc be was deliered of fo great a parteof his cas
yes. He fiwe it wis fo impofiible for one mi(were be
neuer fo diligent and watching ) to exceutewell fo

great acharge.
1f thefetwo great hinges (who knewe not God,
but thought them felucs Goddes : that boped noton
euerlafting life, but thought ther vods non other but
this life: thofe that thought they could not be forced
tomake accompt of their doinges to ani perfone)
thoughtitfo great acharge to haue a ruleoucr couis
treics:bove muche more should fuch Princes, 4 pree
tendeto be chriftiancs, that knowe them felues more
2al men,no Goddes: [eruanuntes, no maiflerssand who
muft

|

and o genc auer fehing and hunting
dfter their owne glorie, their pompe,their pride:and
feke the gloric of God and the wealthe (andnot the
deftructionyof thofe that be committed to their chars
ge,and trembleat this [ayeng of Chrifoftome:
Imaruail that any gouernourx
can be faued,&ohichis not
[fpokenin vay=
ne. G
e
-
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VVETHER IT BE
laufull to depofe an euil gouer-
nour,andkill 4 ty=
ranne,

Sther is o better nor happier comonwealthe

A nor no greater bleffing of God, thi wher ore vt
fbe be a goodsiufteand godly ma : foris ther s
worfe nor ionmore mifersble,nor greater plague of
God, thi wher onerleth,that is euil pniufte and vna
godly. A good man knowing that he or thofe by wh
e claymeth was to fuche office called for bis vertue,
to feethe bole ate well gduerned, and the people dex
fended i3 iniuries:neclecteth stterly bis owne pleafis
reand profit,and beftoweth all his tudie and lsbour
tofee bis office well difeharged, Andas 4 good phifi=
cidn earneflly [cheth the bealthe of his pacientand
d Shipmaifter the wealthe and [auegarde of thofehe
Batbe in bis ship,fo dothe a good gouernour feke the
wwealthe of thofe be ruleth. And therfore the people
feling the benefit comyng by good gouernours, vfed
drityme paft to call fuch good gouernours fathers:id
gaue thé no leffe bonour, thi childré owe to their pas
wentes. An euil perfone comyng to the gouernemét of
any [hate,cither by vfurpacis or by cletis or by fuc=
eefid, vtterly neglectig the caufe why hinges, princes
& other gouernaurs in comd wealthes be made(that
15,the

s, the wealtbeof the peaple)feketb onli or chiefly bis
owneprofit d pleafure. And 4 4 fowe comyng in to
& faive gardin,poteth vp all the feire and fwet flows
ves and holfome fimples, leauing nothing behinde,but
Ter ownefilthyedirte : fodothean eil gouernour
fubuerte the lawes and ordres, or maketh them to be
orenched or racked to ferue bis affectiones, that they
canno longer doo their office, He fpopleththe people
of their goodes either by open violence , making bis
minifters to takeit from them without payment
therfore , or promifing and neuer payeng : or
craftily onder the name of loanes beneuolences, cona
tribucionesand fuchelike gaye paynted wordes, or
for fearebe geteth out of their poffefion that they
bane , and newer reftorethit.  Andwhan be hithe
it, confumethit , not tothe benefite and profit of
the common wealthe, but on hoores, hooremongers,
dyceingcarding,banketting,oniuft warres,and fuch
likeeuilles and mifchieues,wherinbe delyteth,  He
fpoileth and taketh awaye fom them their armour
and harnefJe, thatthey shall not be hable to feany
force to defende their right. And not contented to haw
we brought théin to fuch miferie(t0 be fure of bis fbs
te)fcketh and taketh all occafiones to defpeche them
of their Lyues, 1f aman kepehis, boufe, and meddle
in nothing,than shall it be fayed , that he fretteth at
the Rate.1f be come abrode and fpeake to any other,

i furthe
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further with itis tahen for aiufte confpicacié. 1fhe
faye nothing,and shewe 4 mery countenaunce , it is
a token,that be defpiceth the gouernement. 1f he loke
forowfully, than be lamenteth the fbate of bis coun=
treye, bowmany o euey befor any caufe committed
toprifon, arenotonlyafked, butberacked alfo to
shewe whether he be pryuic of their doinges. 1f hede
parte;bicaufe bewold Iyue quictly,thanis be proclais
med on open enemye. To be shorte, ther s nodoing,
10 gefture, 10 bebaucour, no place can preferueor
defende innoeency againf fuche « gouernours crucls
tiebut as an buntour maketl wilde beastes bis praie,
and feth toiles,nettes, fnares trappes,dogges firret
tes,mynyng and digging the grounde,ganes, bowes,
Jbeares,and all other inftrumentes , engynes, dewis
Jes fubtilties id meanes, &oherby he maie come by his
praye : fodothea wicked gouernour make the peo=
ple bis game and praye, and fethall kindes of fubs=
tilties deceates, craftes, policics.force , violence,
crucltie, and fuchelike deillishewaes | o fpoyle
and deftroye the people,that be comitted to his chars
8¢, Andwhan be is not hablewithout moft manifeft
erucltieto doo by bim felf that hedefireth, than fuye
neth be it caufes to caft them i to prifon, wher
like as the beareswardes mofell the beares., andtye
them to the [Eabes, whyles they be baited, and hilled,
of maftyues and curres.fo be kepeth them in chaines,

whi=

While& the' bishoppes and otberbis tormentours
and beretical inquifitours doo ~teareand devoure
them’ Tynilly be faieth and denyeth, be promifeth
and breakethpromyfe ,  befweareth and forfweas
‘eth,and notber pefeth on Godor the dewil (s the
commyng feyengis) fo be maye bring to pafJ: that
be defirech, Suche an euil gouernour proprely men
call & Tiranne,

Now fordfmuche ¢ therisno exprefie pofitiue
lawe for punishementof ¢ Tyrdnne among chriten
men,thequedtionis , whether it be laufull to kill fus
che a monfbreand cruell beaft coucred with thehape
of aman,

And firft for the better and more playne profe of.
this mater , the manifolde and continuall examples
that haue ben from tymeto tyme of the depofingof
hinges, and killing of tyrines doo moft certainly con
firmeit to bemof true, iuft and cofonauntto Goddes
iudgement, The biftoric of kinges in the olde teftas
mentis full of it.And 4s Carnal Phoole truly citeth,
England lackethnot the practice and experience of
the [ame.For thy depriued hing Edwarde the fecon=
de,bicaufe without Lawe he hilled bis fubiccles, [poi=
Ied them of their goodes , and waftedthe treafureof
the Realme, Andupon what ius catfes Richard the
the fecode woas thruft out,and Héry the fourth put in
bis place,1 referre it to their owne iudgement. Dens
wmarbe alfo now in our dayes did nobly the like adke,

iy whan
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whan they depriued Chriltierne the tivanne, ind
committed bim to perpetual prifon. ¥

Zacharias thepope that inuented firft the lanis
pes inthe churche,depofed Chilperichus, king of
Fraunce,bicaufe be was [1yed tobea lecherous pers
fone , and anunprofitable goucrnour of the realmes
and forced him to be amonke , andmade Pipine
(fatber of Charles) king of Fraunce.

Pope Honorious (¢s ye hearde before)coms
maunded , that the king of Vngarie should be deprie
wed,bicaufe be diminished the rightes of the Crownes
onles be repented,and vndid all hat be bad done.

Acertaynking of Portugale was very negli-
gétin bis office:he cofumed id wajted avwaye the trea
fire of his Realme,be opprefJed bis fubicctes id mifis
[ed the.oherfore Pope inocét the fourth made the ki
&es brother therle of Bolone coadiutour to the king,
ad gaue hi the bole charge of the Realmedifcharged
the people of their othe to the hing .and commaiided
them tobe obedient tothe kinges brother inall
thinges, king.But the Popes learned counfail fsied,
that be ought to haue bé viterly depofed of the Crovw
ne. Thefedoinges of Popes1 rebearfe not 4 though
their ufurped autoritie were to be allowed , but for
that yemayefce , thatit is no newe thing to depofe
euil hinges d gouernours:id that thofe that baue the
it autoritie,maic and ought for the like caufes, doo
«« they did. For albeit thautoritie of the pope be not
daufull, yet is the reafon that mowed them fo to doo,

boneft and iuft, dnd mete'to be veceaued dnd execht
among reafonablecreatures, And this lawe of natur®
to depofe.and punishe wicked gouernours, bhathe not
béonly recedued dd exerciced in politike maters, but.
alfoin th churche. For the canoniftes(t:e popes 0w,
ne championes Ygrounding them fclues upon this la=
we of nature, e, that popes vl o maye be indede(by
their aieng)the licutenauntes of the deuil,albeit they.
call théfelues the uicdres of God,wmaie be depryued by,
the body of the churche, Andfo atoneclappe,in the
coifil boldé aCaftaiice in Germanie,inthe yeareo
ourlorde1g15:were three popes popped out of their
places,Gregory, Tobn,id Benct,id thefourthe (“:uefx
Mdrtin the fifthe)chofen. Afterwarde in the Coifail
of Bafil was Pope Eugenius [erued with that f1wee.
¥or the unluchineJe of the colitrey the reft of Popes
baue fith refufed that any generalcounfuil should be
Keptin Germany, fearing leaft they all hauing defera
wed a5 miche 4 the other foure depofed,should haue
the like punishemét. And thus they cofirme their d
ges. 1f (faye they)the Pope hade not a fuperiour, be
might beig fuffred in kis euil, brig the churcheto de
feructia. And therforeif be cinot otherwife bebros
ught to amende him felf it is laufull to ufe the Liwe of.
nature that s o remoue bim from bis office: for be
is nobishopor pope,that abufeth his Ropedome and
biskopriche, An cuil prelatead unreformable femeth
nok to be ordayned by the will of God, faie the Cano=
niiftes , alledgeing the wordes of S. lerome , upon

Hobbes Il 40729284

Nagoya University Library, Hobbes II, 40729284



the fayég of the prophet Ofce,that  pritccor indge [

is not alwayes ordayned by God. And he bringeth for.
example king Saul,againft whom God fuyed: : Seing
#hepeople baue made them felues a king - andnot &
ruler byme,and not by my. counfuil:id yet God bade |
ehofen Saul,, Butyetbycanfe he was notchofen ace
cording to the will of God,but according to the myns
deand defartes of he fynfull people , Gt denyed bin
#0 be ordayned by his will or coiifail, The Canoniftes |
alfofaic, that albeit the Popedome beby the lawe of
God (asitis not in dede, fayeth thetvuthe)yet that
this man or that,Paule or lulie ispope, it cometlrby

thei should edri e reftof thebodyin to hell:By filty
eic, foote,and baride, is vuderflandes the headdes and
vulers, aud not the other mébres dndfubicches. snd
not only the beaddes and rulers inthe.churche . but
alfoin all policies.andcommon voealthes.

Nowifit belaufull for thebody of the churche
todepofe and punifhe « Pope, being the chief pricft;
anointed not on the arme or sholder , 4 hinges be;
but on the bead and handes, to declare an bigheraus
toritie than hinges haus: norcrowned with d finple
crowne,as Bmperours d kinges be.but with & triple
cravne, to shewe bis Regalitie-dnd power aboue all

ef

theatte of man. For the Cardinales repref the
wniwerfal churche,chofe him . And'therfore if he be
notaccording to thewill of God,and for the wealthe
of the uniwerfal churehe, that is:if e be not one that
feketh Goddes glorie, dd the wealthe of chriftes chura
che,hemaye be iufily depryued bycaufe they erredin
chofing him. And God femeth no to be agaift the put
ting out of fuche an euilperfone , but to fauour and
furtherit. “For hefayedi1f the falt be unfaueric,it is
800d for no ufe, but to becaft out,and troden unden
foote of all mé, And agai:1f thi right eic bea letunto
thee,pul it out,dd caft it frd thee For it is better that
onemébreperish,thithat the holebodi should be caft
intohell. And agai faic the Canoniftes (the popes la=
wers Yinvebearceig Chriftes words:1f our e, foote,
or hideofféde vs,let it be také fr3 the reft of the bodi
foritis better to lucke mebres i this woorld, tha that

itte

athers, thel Jreda
fones and uutoritie,maie Emperonrs, kingesyprinces
and other goucrnours abufing their office,be depofed
andremonediont of their placesand offices bisheboa

dy onfhite of ehe Realme or common wealthez
Byithis lawe and argumentes of the Canonifles
and example of depriuacion of « Pope, ure all-clofes
Cwherwith Popes,bifhoppes pricfks kaifers and kin
ges ofeto defeude their iniquitie)vtterlytakenasate,
Saic theys: Xue are anintedsye maic not toisehe vs:
Swe areonly fubicChe to Gady. andeueri manto vs,
God will base vs (O moft wiked popes, . bifnoppes,
pricfhes,crucll and euil priices ) reigne to plage you

people,for your iniguitie.

But here ye fec,the body of euery flstemaie(1f it
will)yed dnd ought to redreffe and corretie the vices
v and
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end headdes of their gouernours. And forafmuche 4
3¢ baue aliveadyfene, sherof politike povwer and goa
weruement groweth, and thende wherunzoit
duinedsand feing it i before manifefily and fu
prosicd,that kinges and princes haue not

power ouer their fubiefles:that theyarcand ought to
befubiecteto thelawe of God, and the holfome po=
fitine lawes of their coiitrey:and that they usie not.
Laufilly take or vfe their fubicctes goods at their plea
furesthereafones,argumentes and lawe that ferue for
the depofing id difplaceig of ancuil gouernour, will
doo 4 muche for the prooft, that itis Leufidl o hill ¢
tivanne,if they maic be indifferently bearde, As God
hathe ordained Magiftrates to hearc and determine
priuate mennes maticrs, and to punifbe their vices:
fodlfowill be, that the magiftrates doinges becalled
todccampt and reckoning, and their vices correcled
and punifbed by the bodyof tke hale cagregacion or
common wealthe.

Asitis manifeftby the memorie of the auncient
office of the highe Conflable of Englande, unto whos
fe autoritie it pertcined , ont only to fummone the
hing perfonally before the parliamentor other cours
tes of iudgement (to anfwer and receaue according
toiufice) butalfo vpon iufte occafion to committe
lim vnto warde.

Kinges, Princes and gowernours haue their aut
ritie

ritie of the people, as alllawes, figes and policies
doo declare and tefifie,

Forin fome places and counteies they haue mo-
veand greater autoritieinfomeplaces lefe. Andin
fome the people baue not gewen this autoritie to any
other,but retcine and exersice it themfelues.  And
i anyman fo vnreafonableto denic. , thatthe hole
aic doo 45 mische 4 they biaue permitted one neme
bretodoos cor thofe that haue appointed an office
wpon trufb,baucnot autoritie vpon iufle occafion (a5
the abufe of it)to take awaie that they gaues Al lam
wes doo agree, - that men maie rewoke their proxies
andlettres of Attournaiewhanit pleafeth them:mus
che more whanthey [eetheir profours and attours
ndics abufe it.

Butnow to proue thelster parte of this quefion
affirmaticly, that it s Laufulito illatirines ther is
10 man can denie,but that the Ethnikes (albeit they
had not therightand perfite true knowlage of Gody
were endued with the knowlageof the lave of nam
ture.

¥or itis no priuate lawe to & fewe or certain peon
ple,but common to all: not written inbokes , but
graffidinthe heartes of men: not made by man,but
ordained of God : which wehaue not learned, res
ceaned orredde , but haue taken , fucked , aud
dravene it out of nature : wherunto ee are not
taught , butmade: not inflrudicd,but feafonedzand

(a8
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(és 8. Paule friéth) manies confcience bearing wite
neffeof it.

This lawe tefifieth to éucry mannes confeience,
that it is naturall to cutte awaie an incurable mems=
bre,which(beig fuffred)wolde deftroic the hole budy,

Kinges , Princes and other gouernours, albeit
they are theheaddes of a politike body,  yetthey are
not the bolebody . And though they bethe chicf
membres,yet they are but membres: nother are the
people ordained for them ;- but they are ordained for
the people;

Vpa this lawe of nature id to c3ferue the holebody
the Ethuikes not knowig that thefoule'is imortall,
nor that ther shalbe a Refurretlion of the body and
Joule toiudgement , but thought the fouleperifhed
withythe body,and that therwas nodifference betwes

nea.brute beaft and mannes life: thoughtit reafona=
bl jand made it kufill(by their pofitiue lawe)for euc

wyomtan to kill & tivanne. - Andto encouragemen to
eatreprifeto kill a tiranne, they eftemed the dede to
beworthy fogreat rewarde, that they thought hims
worthyperdone that illed d tirarnine,though hejad
hilled his ownenaturall father before, And befides
this ; ‘whan they [awe, that tirannes vfed to haue
#heir bodies defended with great garifones and gare
des of forain people , orkept them felues in frrong
boldes and fecret chambres,fo s none without great
hafarde and peril might come verethem : they pros

pouned

pouned great rewdrdes to him that should deftroie
d tiranne. Nother thought they rewardes or giftes to
be afufficient recompence forfo vertuous an ke but
they vfed alfo to make theymage of bim that killed 4
iranne, i : and tofet it vpinthe moft folemne
place of thecitie , fora perpetual memorie of the
adhe,th dacion of the docr andth
ment of others to doo the like. They dedicatedtobis
praife andhonour fonges and verfes,and wolde haue
them taken of men as Goddes worthy immortalitie:
&sherof camethe name of Nobilitic,or how were
thofe that be called heroical ornoble perfonages diuk
ded from others , and bed infuche honour and reues
vence,feing all men came of one man and one womant
was it for their luftic hawking and bunting for their
nimble diceing and caning cardings for their fine fins
ging and daunceing : for their open bragging and
[wearings for their falfe fliering and flatteringtfor
their fubtilpiking and [kalings " for theircrel pola
Ting and pilling:for their merciles man murtheri
for their wnnatural deftroieng of their natural coun
treymen | and rsiterous betraieng of their coun
#rey? No,no,ther was nofuche thing.  The refpecte
only of their vertue id loue to thrir cofitrey brought
them th icaufe they reuenged anddelincred th
oppreffed people out of the bandes of their gouer.
ours,who abufed their autoritie,id wickedly, cruel
Yy and tirannously ruled ouer them;the people of &
grate
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grate dnd thikefull minde, gane them thet efimacion
and bonour.Of this kinde of nobilitie ws Hercua
les, Thefeus, and fuche like.

Good kinges, gouernours and flates in time paft
tookeit tobe the greateft bonour that could be ot
to takecities and Realmes to their owne vfe (whar
they werecalled to aide and releue thoppreffed ') 45
princes doonov « datesbut to refeue and delinerthe
people and countreies frorm the tivinie of the gouers
nours,and to reflore them to their libertie. So did the
Romanes , the Lacedemonianes out of the tirannie
of Onabis and all Grece from the bondage that Phi
lippus(Demetrius fonne) ing of Macedonia hade
them in.So did the noble mé of the people of God alfo
cometo their highe eftimacion and bonotr, 4 Gede,
Bardc, lepthe, and samfon,who for the deliucric of
bis contrey fromthepower of the idolatrous cruell
‘Philiftines,pulled vpon him [elf prefent deathe. S0
that this principle that euil &d cuil doers ought tobe
punifbed, and rotten membres to be cut awaie, was
nopeculiar lawe of the Ethuikes, butit procedeth of
nature,and therfore cominon to «ll menas it is plaine
by the Chronicles and experience of allages , and
purpofely cxemplified for our fire ftaie and learning
afwelin the Boke of 1udges, 4 in many other biflos
vies of boly feriptures, according to the expreffe
wworde and commaundemcnt (applied o this fenfeand
meaning) whichfdieth:Leteuil be ukcniouc

of the

ofthe middesof the congregacion ; that
the refl which heare of it , maie be afraied.
not entreprife todoothelike. And

ift pronounceth, that euery tree which bringeth

e g0od frute,shalbe cut dovone,and caft in to

smiuche more the ewil tree,that brigeth furthe

ewil frute, And albeit fome doo holde, that the maner
and medne to punife euil &d euil doers,is not all one
amdg Chriflianes(which be in dede that they profeffe
1 worde)d Ethnikes, which thike it lauful for euery
priuate mi(without refpecte of ordve ad time) to pus
niflbe euil: yet the lavecs of many chriftiane regiones
doo permitte,that priwate mé maie kil malefsétours,
yeathough they were magiftrates, in fome cafes: o8
whi  gouernour shallfodaily with bis fworde rine
wp5 an innocét,or goo about to shoote bim through
with a gne, or if he should be fotidein bedde with &
miincs wife,or goo about to defloure d rauifbe « mi
ncs daughther:muche moreif goo about o betraie id
make awaie bis coiitrey to foraiers, & c. Neuertheles
forafmuche 4 all thiges i eucry chrifté cmb wealthe
ought to be done decétly ad accordig toordreid cha
witie:1 thike it ci not be maitened by Goddes worde,
thatany priuste mi maie kill except (swher execucia
of iufl pifbemit vp3 tirines,idolaters ddtraiterous
gouernours s either by the bole [tate viterly neglea
éted,orthe price with the nobilitie id coiifail c3fpire
the [ubuerfii or alteracid of their citrey ad people)
any
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wnypriuateman e fom fpecial inwdrdecSmauna
dement or furely proued mocion of God & ds Mofes
bad to kill the Egipcid, Phinees the Lecherours,and
Abud king Eglon, with fuchelike: or be otherwife
commaiided or permitted by common dutoyitie vpor
iuffeoccafion and common necefitie to Aill

But now perchdunce thow vwilt demaynde, why
chriften mé newer made expreffe pofitiue lawe of the
&inde of punif hement of tirannes. .- Might it notbe
anfwered,as Solodid (excufing that he bad not made
alawe for fuche ds killed their parentes)that noman |
wolde fufpede , that [o onnatural a fadteshould be
thought, muche leffe committeds or that thofe that
should be the minifters, yed the ymages of God here
incarthe ,charged bothe by God and man, to fee the
people defended from iniuries,shauld fo muche abufe
their officeand autoritic, 4 to conuertc the [weorde
to the deftruction of them , whofe championes and
defendours they ought to be:Yed rather of all to faie
(awhichis moft certain ) the decedued

ment of eucrione of them pasticularly. 1f4 prince
Yobbe and foile bis fubiecles it is thefte,and as d thes
feoughtto be punished. 1f be hill and murther them
contrary or without the lawes of his countreye , itis
murther,and as a murtherour he ought to be punif=
ed. 1f he committe aduontrie, he is an aduouterour
ouglit to be punished with the fame paynies that
hers bef he violently vaishe mennes voyues,detvm
ghters or maydens,the lawes that are made againfira
uishers,ought to be executed on bim, I be goo about
tobetraic his countrey and to bring the people wnder
aforeynpower : heis 4 trdvtour,and 4 a traitour
be ought to fuffre, Andthofe that be iudges in cims
Kocalthes , ought(opon complaynt)to fummone and
cite them to anfwer to their crymes, and fo to proces
de,es they doo with otFers. For the prophet fpeaking
itto thofe that haue the rulein cSmon wealthes, and
that be iudges and other minifbers of iufkice , [aieth:
miniftre iufticeto the poore and orphan, pronounce

e fmplepeap
by greatothes, and begiled with faire promifes;fufe
fred their goucrnonrs to vfrpe fuche autoritie and
power ouer them , and folong winked and bare with
theiriniquitic , thatthey werenot hableto takeit
from them. 3
But Lbefeche thee, what nicdeth to makeone ges |
nerallawe to punifbe bi one named great many offen
fesswoban thelawe is all ready made for chepinnif be=
ment

the miferableand poore to be innocent, if be beinnon
cent s takethe poore, and deliuer the nedy out of the
buandes of the wicked.Soban yefitte to iudge, yeshal
not hauerefpecte of perfones, whether they beriche
or poore,great or malifeare no man, for ye execute
the iudgementof God , fayeththe holy gooft by the
mouthe of Mofes. 1udge not after the outwarde appe
araunceof men,but indge rightly: fayeth Chrif.
God binfelf gaue thexample of punisherientof
E cuil
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euil goternours. For swhan thechildren of 1fracl hus
de itted 1dolutrie,b d niofes to take
the Princes of the people,and to bang them up aga+
inft the Sunnc that his wrathe and furiemight be tur
ned from 1fracl.

&ohan that doughtie dame Quene Athalia, the
woman tyranne(feing after ber fonne Abaziabu vwas
dead that she was childles,and padt bope to baue any
childré) bade hilledall the kynges progenye (fawing
oas,whom lehofaba lorams daughter bidand get
with his nource out of thevwaye)purpofing to reigne
therby in [ccuritie, and to tranfpofe the right of the
crowneto [traungers or fom other fauourer of her
cruel procedinges at ber pleafir by the belpeand fub=
tilti of her traiterous Counfaillours and fo went on in
oy s e e : ‘
great [pace: Did ber fubicétes fuffre berin her wice
TednefJe flll snpunished though she was the vndoubw
ted Quene and chief gouernour of the landesNo, no.
‘But a5 fone a5 Tos was 4 littell nowrced vp,and crept
fomswhat out of the sbell being  childe of feuenscas
res olde:the nobilitie and commones feling by expe-
vience what miferic it voas to lyue vnder the gowernea
ment of a mifchicuous woman, not only garded 10ds
swith mé and all decent regal ceremonies vnto the bous
feof God (by thaduife and appoyntement of Ieoiada

the

the high priefF) and ther crouned bimfolemnely:but

alfo whan Athalia the Quines bighneffe camin, mar

uailing what adoo that was, and perceaing the maa

ter jrent her clothes howling and crieng., & the mds

er of madde women i fpecially in the botte fecfones

of thesearc : they liyedbandes onber (for llber
crieng, Treafon,tresfon) and whan they bade caried
ber ot of the houfe of God, they sleweber, Andfo
swoas the realmeridde of a tyranne , theright enberix
tour poffefJed in bis regal aftate the people madea
seve bide with God toferue bim [yncerely accordig
20 bis worde , and banished all idolatrie and falfereli
gion(which the Quene had fet vp and sfed ) and the
common wealthe florished afieshe in ber former ped=
ceand libertie.

The prophet Elias beingno ciuile magiftrate,caw
fed the kyng and Quenes highens e chaplaynes Baals
prieftes o be hlled before Achabs fuce, bicaufe they
were idolaters, and taught andmayntened falferclia
gion,though fearce [o falfeand idolatrous, the pa=
pes miffe and religion i And whan the Quenes maie
ftic dasne 1efabel(that she deuil)faw Yeh cG tober pa
Lace,cried and euiled bi 45 a traitour.1chu notpalfing
wpé ber wordes(though she was bis foueraigneladiad
maifres ) cried alowle rwho is on my file, who?As
though be bade uied , if ther be any amongyou, thet
fetteth more by Goddes true religid and their natural
countrei than by that idolatrous witche the Quiene:

B o of
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caft ber out at thewyndow. Andfotwo o threeof
ber priic Chambre threwe berout to bim, burfting
ber necke and bones againft the walles. And as forie ds
Tebu hade trodé ber onder his fete, dogges (4 ye hea
ardebofore)eat op her fleshe,ad floffed vp her blood,

Toram was knowne the hing and vight enberis
totrof the crowne of ifracl. And yet whan he fawe
Tehitand bis cipanie come towarde him, be affied him

wbether be came inpeace.Yehu fied:what pedce shos
uld ther be, 4 long as the horedones of thy mother
Tefabel and her witchecrafees be fo greats And fo for
bis idolatrous tyrannie and euil gouerncment 1ehi
slewe bim. And many moo fuche examples in feriptua
res webaue which( 4 the refl of the Bibleis Ybe lefre
fortheinftruction of all chriften common wealthes
inilke cafe,as we want notalfo thelike experizee and
examples euenin thefe our dayes. Bicaufe the remema
brunnce of the borrible deftruction of the euil gouera
nours and alteracion of the common wealthe in Sche
wirzerlande andcertain otber pluces in bigh Als
mayne,now it our tyme is ot very pleafaunt, 1 will
purpofily paffe F oucr, albeit thematerisfo freshe
andgrene yet &illin all mennes fightes that it s fpos
ken of onyuerfully through the worlde, And was not
Petrus Alosfius (Pope Paul the tbriddes fonne, and
dube of Placenza ) iuftly [luyne now latelyof his
owne

owne people,bicanfe of the euil goucrnement and tix
rannye be vfed among them?

And wher this iuftice is not executed but the prin 4
ceand the peopleplayetogetber , and one wynkith
and beareth with the othzrs faultes, ther can not be,
b%’ra moft corrupte,ongodly &d vicious flate,which
albeitit profpre for afesfon , yetnodoubtat leyns
gl e be fure, that vnto thé shall comethat
carieto Sodome,Gomorra,lerufalem, &d fuch other,
that were vtterly deroyed.

Andon the otber fide,wher thenobilitie and peo=
ple loke diligently and carncitly upon their autoria
ties, and doofee thefame executed on their beaddes.
and gouernours , mahing them to yelde accompt of
their doinges:than without faile will the princes and
gouernours be s diligent tofec thepeaple doo their
ductie. And fo shallthe common wealthe begodly,
and profpre andGod shalbe glorified in all, But thon
wilt [aye, what if the nobilitie,and thofe that be cal=
ledto comon Coiifelles,and should be the defendosrs
ofthe people,will ot or dare no execute ther aton
ritic:what is than to be dones The people be not fo de=
[titute of vemedic, but God hathe prouided an afhu‘ &
meane,thas s ,tocomplayne to fom winifte of the
worde of God,to whi the hees be geuen to excomu=
nicate not only common peaplefor all notorious nd
open cuilles; but alfo haifers, kinges,princessand all
otler gouernours,whan thea poile, robbe, umn;fl

H ki
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Killtheir poore [ubiedles without iuffice and good
Tawes. Andwhat fo cucr fuche minifter of Goddes
worde byndeth vpon thofe occafiones bere n earthe,
it fuft bounden in beanen before the fuce of God.
Andno meane to vndoo it,by any good worae (mus
chelcffe by popes pardone o fiers prayers) with=
out repentaunte of the partic offending, d fatisfactis
made to the partie offended for the iniuftice and inits
ies committed:and the mercie of God through the on
Iy merites of our feucour 1efus Chrift. Exiple we ha=
sicof s Ambrofe,who being no pope,nor popes Com
mifary, but bishop of Mullane excommunicated the
Emperour Theodofius.Swhofe doinges, bicaufe thow
maiclt the better knowe,1 willin fewe wordes expref
fetheffecte of the hiftoric. This Theodofius,albcit be
oere an Emperour,and & Chriftenman, yet was beof
lerikie,and muche difpofed to be agriciand
it femeth,without confideration.1¢ chaunced that ina
fedicis at Thefalonica , fdof bis officers were ftoned
2o desthe,and fome very euil intreated, B eina rage
fendeth thider andbre of merciles men of warre,who
naking no differéce betwene thautours of thefedicid
and thinnocent people, make an borrible flaughter of
the poore people, i woman dnd childe. Afterwarde
thiperour after bis accuftunted maney, came towar=
dethe churche, and S. Ambrofe mette him at the
churche dove,id wolde not fuffre him to entre:but ot
only tolde him, it was no place for murtherers, but
«lfo did excommunicate himout of all chriften com=

panie,til he repented and made [atisfaiid for the hor
sible murther camitted by bis fouldiours. Théperour
bring brought vp and inflructed i e worde of God
(4 Lwolde to God all chrifté princes swere at thispre
fent ) and knowing thoffce botbe of theminidter of
Goddes worde,id of an Emperour,obeyed:and retur=
1 wepig dd crien to bis palace. Eight monetes of
ter cane the feaft of the natiuitie of Chrift:ad Ruffie
nus lorde great maifker or fhudrde of his boufe came

to théperour, whd befounde very beduie, weping an
fobbing. He beig familiar with bim, defircdto knowe
the caufe of hisforowe. - Ab Ruffinus(faieth thempe
mr)muav:mrry,[mhaufmﬂ ot mi paines.1ld
et 3d mowrne for my calamitie. 1t free for slaucs
and beggers to gootothe churche,dd ther to praye to
God,but 1 mdic not come ther:no,bedu? gats be fcbut
tome. Chrikes words goo notout of my hart:whit
o cuer yebindeon earthe,shelbe bolid alfo in beau.
‘At leynght beig écouraged by Ruffinus, that he mi=

ghtbe abfoiled of . Ambrofe,hefendeth bi before,to
e meane for bi,id be bim felfe folowed.But RufFie
s could notintreat the bishop. After themperour
cometh , butdurft not entre in to the churche,
But without the doves fell on bis kncestos . Am=
brofe , and defired abfolucion. S. Ambrofe
faied , he was not mete to be abfoiled for
bis* comyng wds motelike ativanne, onethit wolde
by force be abfoiledthan a chriften manthat shewed
u i bim

Hobbes Il 40729284

Nagoya University Library, Hobbes II, 40729284



bim elf penitét and fory.No( fayeth theperoury1 wil
me againjt the ordre of the churche to entre
ce,but 1 bitbly befeche thee to lofe me out of

wvilt remé
Erethemercie that God ufeth:an, thou wilt no¢
shutteagainft me the gate that God opened to all
that be penitent. The bis opafked him, what worthy
penaiice be had shewed [ th the tyme bebad comitted
that wicked adte,or with wh tinedicine e bad healed
thofe moft greuous woundes.1¢ is your part ( fayeth
themperour)to prepare the medicine,and myne to re
ceaucand ufeit. Atleynglts. Ambrofe required ther
might bea Lawe ordayned,that thexecucion of reucge
should not be done fodain but delaicd,fo as it fhould
not proced of angre, and thiperour made that lawe.
Afeerwarde be was releafed of thexcomunicatiz: d
€ommyng in to the churche, be made his praiers, not
anding nor kneling but Lyeng flattc on the grounde,
pulling bis beare beating bis browe,wepig laméting
1 with Dauid: 4y foule cleaieth to the pas
it quicien me(O lorde )according to thy yoora
desidafhed mercie id forgeuenefie, T us ye fee, what
any minift 7 of the churchemaicdoo upgthe greateft
prince,if ceute bis office d the power that
eth bits, Bt thow wile faie, what if the mis
er paffe riot on bis duetie , but be contét to winke
f:«i&lbfxu:e: of the goueraours be thei newer fo wie,
ed folhe maic hae abishopriche,a deirie, 4 prebéde,
o g00d fatte bensfice, ddline Fpunifbed in all abomi

nif

macidrYead whatif ther befuche fpecial grudges be
twenc the nobilitie and commones, that the one [orte
neither trufteth nor loucth the other , fo s the ane.
dare notopen the necefitic id meane of fuche correa
dion and redrefJe of the euil gouernours vices , for.
feareleaft if the purpofe come to light before hande,
the mater be dafbed , and the mocionar leape bead=
les for bis labour , as it is in thefe daies often fency
¢ Indede ther be certain examples
and paternes in the holy Bible,Sebich 1 will not flica
leto rebearfe, though notcxpounde.but holly refira
7e them to the firther debating and iudgemét of thi
neowie confeience, through the holy gooft by whos
feprouidence they are enrolled for our learning,
&wereade that after thelorde God hade fondry
times deliucred bis people of Vfracl from wwicked tia
vines,with whom be hade plaged them for their wica
kedneffe and dolatrie:at leinght whan through a=
boundaunce of wwealtie and quictnelJe they fill toa
certain careles fecuritie of life , notonly forgetting
God and his holy fincere worde,but alfo feking ewery
one his owne fingular [elf gaine with the burt and
contempt of his neighbour .  God toke from them
their natural liege lorde , the good ludge Othoniel,
and placed,yee (fuicth the fcripture) be fireynghtes
neda firaunge prince among them , anidolatrous
perfone and a wicked, called Eglon.  This Eglon
vfed the maticer fo with bribing thofe sfraclites, t.at
Hoy  for
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for preferrement wold be traitours to their natural
countrey, and fpecially in bringing ina great power
of Ammonites &d Amalckites(two kinds of peoplein
beggerly pride and filtbinclJe of ift muche like to the
common nature of Italianes and Spaniardes) afvwell
£0 garde his pfon,a to fortific the firsg boldes &d mu
niciges:that by & by feig bim felf fir3g ynough with
bis ftraungers and Inborne trditours be brought the
countrey and people onder bis fubicction by finefora
ce, fothat be continued their ordinary Prince and
chief ruler xviij. yearslong:  &wbat opprefing of
the poore,what robbing of theriche,what taking vp
of corneand vitil for the king and bis firaiigers,and
10 money paied for it, what taxes and paimentes the
peoplewere yowked withall, what rauifbing of mens
ies wines, daughters and [erisauntes, what heading
and hanging of the natural Ifraclites to make the
fivaungers lordes and gentilmen,what common mifes
ries andcontinual calamities ther were during that
Jpace,nio doubt it is vnfpedkeable,

But what remedy? Nomandurft make moaneto
bis neighbour for feave of bewraieng none durf ones
wwhifbre againft the king, they muft bende or breake,
0 vemedy,pacience perforce, all were faine to ferue
and pleafeking Eglon,  But atleinght they fent (a5
their yearly accuflumed maner woas)  prefent to the
king by d wittye meffugicr,called Abudsvwho hauing
accefJeto the kig,faied he bad to uic ynto bis Mdies

3

fle feeretly from God. And whan the king hade come
aunded all his feruuntes avwie, fo that Abud and
the king were alonein bis fomer parlour, Abud thruft
bis dagger fobarde in to the kinges fatte paunche,
that ther Lsie King Fglon dead,and Abud fled avdie,

Novw,wés this well done or euileForfothe the de=
deis fo commended in foripture, that the boly gooft
reporteth Abud to bea faucour of Ifrael.

Butnote by thewaie, the textefaieth not, that

Ahud wis fent of the peopleto kil the king,nor that
betolde them what he intended : for by that meane,
one Tudas orother wolde haue betraied bim , and fo
should he huue ben drawwen, hanged and quarted for
bis entreprife , and all his confpiratours haue loft
bothe life landes and goodes for their confpiracie.

Only the feripture faieth , that Abud (being4
priuate perfone) was feved vp ouly by the pirite of
God.

Likewife whan Sifara lieutenaunt gencral of
king 1abins warres fleing from Bardc fought fuccour
to bide bis bead | hauing long noied and burt 1frael
with opprefion and wearres, woman named Yaclcals
Ied him in to her houfe,and hidde him ynder a Coucs
ving. He thought hir [elftfure, and for wearineffe
dropped barde on slepe.

Lael taleth 4 great long pikig nayle, and drieth
it with abimer [o harde in to bis braines,that sifara.
troubled 1fracl no more,nor newer tolde who burt bis

Mattathiss
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Mattathiss being by the kinges Commiionares
required and commaiided to conforme bim felf to the
hinges procedinges (which voas to committe - 1dolds
tric)ds all bis countreymen the Tewes bade done(and
@ thelike cafe fandeth nowin Englande) not only
refufed to obey king Antiobus commaundement, or
to folowe his procedingesin that bebalfe , but alfo
whan be [awed Lewe committe 1dolatrie before bis
face , e ranne ypon the lewe ina great zeale and

the Arkeof Godwas taken awdie fiom the people of
1frael bythe Philiftines in batail, and the glorie of
frael brought vnder'foote (the people being miferdn
bly for their finnes preffed and plagued by the Phix
liftines tvoentie yeares long )fo that the people defpe=
ting of their honour and libertie, andfeing no mar
cial wepon, nor helpe of man bable to redrefJe their
fatecried and continuedinlamenting their thraldom
and greuous condicion: atleynght by theaduife and
of the good Prophet Samuel , the

slewe himyandfellalfo vpon theordinary Commifion
ners fent from Antiochus the ordinary king of tie
Realme,andslewe them out of bande. The[eexama
ples nedeno further expoficion, the [criptureis plain
neinough.Butif neither the hole flate nor the mini=
fler of Goddes worde wolde dootheir common duetie,
nor any other laufil shifte before mencioned can be
bade, nordarebe attempted: yet arenot the poore
people deflitute all togetherof remedy: but God han
the lefte vnto them twoo wweapones , buble tocon=
quere and deftroie the greatcft Tirine that euer-vwas:
thatis,Penaunce and Praier.Pengunce for their
vene finnes, whi ifpleaf
of God and make bim to fuffre tirannes warres, fes
mine, -pefilence and allpleges to reigne among the
people. And praier,that be will withdrawe bis wras
the,and shewe bis mercifill countenaunce,
Hereof we hauenot only commaundement , but
alfomanifeft. examples inthe foriptures . Eorvshan-
the

people feil to thefe tvwo nteanes: Penaunce,and praier,
with fafting +and the lorde God not only defiuered
them out of thopprefionof the Philiftines vnto their
formerlibertie , but alfo gaue them fuche vichrics,
that the Philiftines many yeares after,durft not,ones
mouewarre againft them.

Thus was alfo the cruel tiranne Herode vainguifs
bediThapoftles id people in the primatiue churche Lé
menting their finnes, and calling to God for mercie,
the angel of God ftroke Herode fitting in bis throne,
in bis princely apparail , making an Oracion to the
people,and they comendingit to be the voiceof God,
and 1ot of man,and fo be weas eaté vp of lice or wore
mes. Likewifewhan [ulian themperour and Apos
Patahadlong perfecuted the churche,at leinght whi
thepeople fell to repentaunce and common praier,
begoing in to Perfia, vws slaine, and none of the fia
milic of Conftantine (wherof he came)after that voss

Emperour
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Emperour. And in like maner not long fith when thet
tiranne Duke George of Saxonie perfecuted il
fuche as profeed the worde of God, reuined and pule
Ted out of purgatorie , by the worthy inftrument of
God D.Luther:and at leynghtthreatned , thathe
wolde burnc and deftroye the vniuerfitie of witten
berg, whichwhan Luther hearde, he went intothe
pulpit,and exhorted eweri man to put on bis armosr
thatis, Pendunce and prayer. And fone after,God rid
theworlde of that tiranne , and fonot only deliues
ed bis churche,but alfo augmentedit with another
wniuerfitie,called Lipfia, and all the hole countrey
of this crucl duke was conuerted to Chriftes Gofpell.
Thefe be the wonderfull workes of almightie God,
swhofepoweris 45 great and asready ata pinche &
euey it was,and bis mercye as willing to be shewed » if
bis poore afflicied people wolde doo on their weapon:
that s be fory for their finnes, and, defire him
to with drawe bis fourges and to holde
bis mercifull hande o=
sier thems
e
.

Sobat

VVHAT CONFIDERNs
ceistobe geuento princesand
potentates,

HA N the kig of Macedonia, Alexans
ﬁzdenm great, beardethe philofopber Anae
xagoras [ye ther weremany worldes , the
worme of ambicion fo tickled and troubled hs brte,
that the water gushed out of bis eies. And whan be
wwas asked;what made him to wepe : haue I not iufte
occafion to wepe faieth be) that hearing of fo many
worldes 1 am not yetlorde of one: Thisworme withe
out faile s the deuil,who not contented that kinges
(the minifters of God )should ferue God in their vos
cation(to haue them the foner fall from God,and fer
we bim Yputteth them in hope they shalbelordes ofall
the worlde, if they will take him for their chief lorde
and foneraigne, But bicaufc be feeth the inconftauns
cie of kinges that they no loger abyde by their othes
and promifes than they maie therby baue profit,gay=
ne,and their defire ke dothe not furthewith put them
in pafefion, but to trye their fidelitie , be sheweth
them bi what meanes they sball come to it,putting to
their good will helpe,and indufbrie He doubtcth not,
bt if he maye bring them ones in to the puddle ouer
the shoen,they will through thicke ad thine whatfoc
wer cometh of it,to come to that theiloked for . Thefe
Wwaies of the Deuil pecde outof his schole of practices
and
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and they bein d generalitie, bwo:that is,0p€ force
and fecret (ubtiltie:the one wherof that s, force
andmdnbood haning ofte triedand moft eymes it haa
thenot fucceded after their minde, they bauenot fo
witiclieput in vfe,but haue rather truffed on thother,
thibis.fubtiltie id critewherby they worke 4 great
dealemore mifchif thanby open force and fbrefnght
of men,andvwith leffe peril of them felues. Forwohan
they gooabaut itby force, the deuil their maifleris
ble to wwarraunt them the fucceffe. For all via
dorie and good ftcceJi cometh of God;who whan he
feetl he peaple (againft whom the deuil andbis hina
xfxwor‘c)f}!lmhpmmunufnrt/mrfunu beos
werthrow.th bis and their enemies with a fillip,as he
idprowle Olofernesid Sénacherib: the one
being slzine by the good and fithfill woman to God.
andber countrey Tudith ¢ all bis power beingan
Bandred aud twentie thonfaunt fotemen, dnd twelue
Yhoufuitearchers on borfebacke defroicd bya fiwe.
Andtheothers armie being an hundred foure [core
and fiue thoufuunt perfonnes wis deftroied by the
ang 1of God without the worke of man, and be fora
cedtofiie: andat bis returne home wds hilled of bis
owie two fonnes.

But the other meanes, thatis, [ubtiltie and crafte
(which the world calleth policie) they more praciia
ce: and therin daily dofo procede, that within short
time many of them haue bé dolours. And they haued

principle

priciple of this drte,which is that to come by 4 king
dome,to com by that they defire,they miye breake all
mennes layves all othes,all promifes,yea the lawes of
God and haneftie. This arte of fubtiltic of princes
(otherwife called policie) confiteth chicfly.in this,
for amito appedre outwardly that beis notinwards
Iy ; tofayeone thing with the mouthe,and thinke an
other i the hayt: to [myle vpon him,whofe throte he
wwolde gludly fee cutte: and fo pretende to the cie all
dmitic,beneualence and loue, wherthey bearegreas
teft batred,enuye,id malice,till conuenient tyme maie
be bad with leaft daungier, to exccute their conceds
i Andbicaufe they be not hable alone to
doo their feates , lokewher hey can vnderflande of
any of their nature,them they reteyne, to them geue
they great chaynes of golde, fede them with great
penfions id fees promifed. And yct they be notignos
saunt,that fuch vile men (s willfor money betraye
their owne countreye,and ferue their wicked purpo=
fes ) are like vnto common.fouldiours and Launce
fnightes, who[erue bimthat geueth 4 peny moezand
will,what they maie hauc greater bribes of an other,
fone buye and fell their prefent maifter. For how s it
pn[pb(c;ur any man to thinke, that be whom he
the corrupted with rewardss to ferue bis puwfc.
willorcan be faitbfull to hi thatisa fraiiger, thatfo
well_koaweth what they be, and findeth :mm falfe
2, ®
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totheir natiue countreysin the defenfe wherof afl be
neft men be bounden,and be content to beftowe their
Tife, their blood , theif goodes , and what fo eucr they
bauesDoo not princes vfe traitours, 4 men sfe Cox
Toquintes, Turbith,Ellcborum , and fuch like poifos
nesithat is,to ferue their purpofe, whan they haue
wede of them, and after can not abyde their fight, no,
not their favour , but caft them out on thedong hill?

Yes doubtles it is moft certain, &chan one had bes
#rayed in to Cefars handes certain townes:what faied
Cefar: tloue treafon(fayeth be)but traitours 1 doo
abhorre. Sofaiedalfo king Antigonus.1 foue trai
tours(fayeth heywhileft they betraye,but whanthey
Pauebetrayed,and ferued my purpofe , 1 viterly bate
and abborre them,

Aurelianus themperour hauing long befieged
the citie of T'iana in Afia,and being without hope
togetithy force , pratticed with one Heracleo (a
great viche man &d citezin of the citie,than beingin
#he citie)to betraye the citicto bin.

This Heracleo fearing leaftif thecitie should be
wonne by force,be should alfo lofe His riches,and bos
ping of great gayne by this bargayn , confented to
themperour,and did that be required . Themperour
affonc a he cameinto the citie, caufed this traitour
Herdcleo tobckilled ( albeit hebad done alone that
for themperour,that all themperours power was o
hableto abteyne for thiperour) bicaufe he could not

abyde

#byde bis fight,that had betraied bis countrey, the dea
de was o borrible and again® nature. et bicaufe he
wwold not feme to baue doneit for defire of his riches,
e gaue them to his children,whom hepreferued. And
seriting to bis frende the mater 4 it was done , shes
#weth that be could not louenor abyde Traitours,nor
that he could kepepromife withfuche 4 should not be
faithfull and lowing to their countrey,

1¢i8°written of one called Cacanus king inBds
ferland in Germanie, that be inuaded  countrey foms
eyme called Carnia,now called Friolyin 1talie , and
other places belonging to the Venecianeswitha
great power:and at the fur@ meting of bim and the
nemics,be onercame and killed one Gifulfus « Loma
barde, Duke of that countrey. After that bebeficged &
citie,wherin R omilda the Dukes wifewds,

she defiring to fee this king what maner man be
wous , neded not to haue bis ymage powrtred vto ber,
but loked ouer the walles aduifedly vpon bim,oban
she fawe hewas'a goodly id faire perfone,sbe was by
andby in lowe with him.She whisheth , that she mis
ghtfele him entrein to her owne holde. Meat nor drin
e could do ber good,she could ot sleape,she fobbeth
shebowleth,she foiideth,she teareth ber heare,and is
more thi balfe madde,for latke of her lu.

To beshorte , contrary to all honeftie and
womanly shamefaftene[Je , she woeth himto be ber
bufbande 3 and hauing no. regarde of the loue

14 that
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thateueri boneft creature ought to beare to his coun,
trey,she promifeth to geue bim citie,countrey iewels
les,goodes , andwhat fo euer she could polle of her
fubic@es and make for bim, fothet he wolde marie
ber,The kig lacking no wittc (or at leaft wanting no
wyttye counfail ) and knowing what peril might
ehaice vnto bimif he should [cke to winne it by fore
ce, taketh theoffre.

Andaccording to his promife be maried her , and
one night toke paynes to shake vp. ber lecherous ot
tenribbes. In the next marning be leaueth bis chante
bre,and her gates opeh free o cuery manzand. ( fos
wne,God geue them grace to repentin tyme, did to the
wiched womdn of Feuershamin Kent ; thatnot
fong fince killed her hufbande ). be gaue cuery man
Tibertje that wolde , to, offre his deuocionin to ber
sorporeffe.So at leynght whan be thought her tyred,
andber pnfeciable lufte fomwhat faunched (for by lé
keit woldencuer haueben fully glutted ) becaufed
berto be thraftond flake naked,that all mé might fee
sthofe vgli partes,which to fatiffie she voas content to
betraye ber natural countreic: and that it should be
anexample to all otbers, to take hede to doo the like,
e caufeth the hole citie to be cleane ouerthrowen.

This maye ye fee, that kinges fpare neither male
nor female,great nor fumall, that for any.refpecle be=
traxe thoir owie natunal countrey: bicaufe they knos
wwe, thofecanneucr be faithful to firaungers that be

Falfe

falfeto thei pavét theixcountrey. &nd wold to God
they were ds eirneftly fet to abfteyne frs doing euil
# i thefe exaplesthey to haue bércadyto doo inftice,
But ohat shall we nedetobringfurthe examples
of pratticers of firaunge and firre countreyes, whi
euery man maye fynde pleyntiein bis owne? To what
purpofeshallit be, to alledge thofe of a greatmeany
Seares pustand flale , whan ther be pleyntie euery
dayefreshe to be founde:Only to let men fee by com=
parifon of the olde with the newe,!and thenewe with
the olde;the pyefent with the paft , and the paft with
the prefent, that the deuil hathe alwayes ben,is and
shalbe thedeuil:and fuch fetches 4s be bathe vfed,fus
chebedotheand will vfe, And that bis difeiples, &
theincucr forget the principles of their feience.fo ba
ue they atleynght theirmaifters rewarde , worthy
Eheir defartes.
foban wriothesley, Arundelland Southe
well confpired with thambicious and fubil Alcibias
des of Bngland,she Erle of warwike (afterwars
de duke of Northimberland)to pull the good duke
of Somerfet king Edwardes vncle and protecour
‘out of his authotitie,and by forgeing « great meany
of fulfelettres id lies tomake the Brotefour bated,
brought to paffewirwikes purpofc : who than for &
while,but they'three:  Koriothesley tht before was
‘banished the Court, islodged with bis wif¢ and fons
e next tosheking, Euery man yepairech to
1 i wwriot
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Koriothsley honourethoriothesley.fueth wnto &orio
theslcy( 45 the Affirianes did to Ammon )and all thin
gesbe done by bis aduife: and who but Roriothesley?
Arundell bis promifed to be next to the king , grome
of his frole,or Comptrollour of hishoufe at the leaft.
southwell( for bis whifling and double diligence)
muft bea great Counfaillour in any wife. But what
was thende? The erle as craftic 4 the beft (feing that
bis defire should not take place , if thefe menmight
baue that they boped for)fo handleth the matier,that
Reriotbesley is feynein the night £ get himout of
the court to his otene boufe: wher vponnaroweexd-
wination , fearing leaft beshould conte to fore opers
shamfull ende,he cither poifoned bimfelf, or pyned
awaye for thought,

Southwell is committed to the Elete, wher being
examined,be confeJed ynoughto behanged for, and
bade gone very nere it,badenot bis examiners wpon
bope of bis amendement breaking outof hiscic , but
ot out of his bart , obteyned therles fauour,

Andat therles fute Avundel hathe bis head with the
axe diuided from the shoulders.

And hovy at leinght was P, the maifter of practices
bandled, that will base one partein ewery pagent,if
bemayeby prayeng or paicng put inhisfoote: Buk
before) procedeto fpeake of this maifter of pradices

it

it shall not beamyfe, that T tell you fomwehat of bis
mifter the dotour of practices. Foralbeit this doa
&our benow(but to late)throughly knowen , yetit
shall berequifite, that our pofferitic knowe what be
wois , and by bis defcriptionfce , bow nature had
shaped the outwparde partes , todeclare what wie
within.  This doctour haded [wart colour, an hane
ging loke, frowning browes, eies an ynche within
thebead, d nofehooked like « buffarde , wydenofe
trilles like ¢ borfe, cuer fnuffingin to thewynde, &
[barowemouthe, great pawes like the deuil, talaune
tes on bis fetelikea grape , twoynches longerthan
the naturall toes,and [o tycd to with finowes , that
he coulde not abyde tobetouched , nor fearce[uffre
them to touche the ftones,

Andnaturehauing thus shaped the forme of anoute
warde monfre,it gaue him 4 vengeble witte, which
at Cambridge by labour and diligence be bade made
a great deale worfe, and brought vp many in that fas
cultie:Xoriothesley, GermayneGardiner (whom be
caufed fpedily to be banged lesft he should haueto
che difclofed bis maiftcrs arte)id among many other,
this maifter or proctour of practices, whom weare
now entred to fpeake of.

This doftour to geue fome fignificatis of bis natre
& coning to comealofte, that be might doo the more
mifchicf, betraycth his 1. Camnall wolfei:and more

1 thn
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than any other laboureth the diuorfe betvene king
Henry andthe dowager. And by and by he carneftly
fought to haue riddé in the kiges bootes:worfe could
ot content bim. But whan he fawe that wold not be,
and confidred it better to haue floare than one only
paire (for fo perchaunce he might haue founde thent
fomtyimes not all cleane whan he wolde baue vfed the,
adalfoi should be alet to bring to paffe that he pur
pofedbe chaungeth bis purpofe : and bycaufenone
shoulderemembrebis pradtices before, nor fufpedie
the red to come, he shaucth his crovene 45 broade as
& fewcer,and decketh him felfwith white fmocke lis
ked portour of the Stiliarde, But what nedeth fuche
circumlocucion ,whan euery body knoweth this do=
&our of practices was called D.StephanGa rdi
nexsAfter this, bis lucke was to be committed to the
towre,whan Tyburne hide ben a place move worthy
s defertes. is fcholar the maifter o proctour of
praitces, vemembring howmuche be badprofpred
by the meanes of the doétour,and bending bis difpofi=
cion tomale thankefull yequital of parte of bs rea
ceancd bencfites, putteth the dortour in memoric of
an oldeleffon be had taught himthat s to geuebacke
woo fote vith the ramme, that he might winne the
thrid. Butwbether this D, Gardiner was offtnded
with s fcholer the proctourfor bis oucrranke
practiceing , or howit bappened , cannot tell,
Yamfure that in this one , be anfwered honea

o

Py : lefmy. [eholar gooon as beathe begonne
Unicthbe) for Gardiner canrot plaie the knaue o:
Sordes of Gardier:but he s not onskilled(1 faie)t
fhe arte of pracfices. No in dede, he was excellent in
that feate ', 4 it well appedred.  For whan hehad
vorought andmade fure the gredt mariage to auoide
the hatred of the people, bemude bis fcholar to fiae
ther it,and to bauc the outwarde thenkes.  Andtio
maruailof bis conning, For he ws bis maifier,and
bade fudicd longer the arte, than the proctour, and
bade abetter witte, and fpent ycarly the balfe of bis
bifboprichein bribing , or elles be had loft bis head
lonig before s for his treafones were ot altogether
nknowenalbeit they were couered and hidden.

But whit dothe this maifker or prociour of prda
&ices¢ Dothe he not diffemble with the erle of wara
ke ferneth his turne1 althat bis wittes swold ferue?

But what atleinght becometh of our praiceing
P.2Hc i connitted to swarde,bis garter with shame
pulled from his legge,bis robe fio bis backe,bis cods
te armour pulled downe , fpiurncd out of windfore
churche,troden vnder fotc,en he him [elf at leinght
with great fauour obteincth, that he might redeme
the reft of his corpordl paines with open confefion
at the barre in the Starre chambre on his knes of bis
bribery,extorcion,difimulacion, ambicion, robbing
of the king, and fuche like vertues, wherby be became
noble,
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1f e mindedin this place to difplayethe packing
and prafliceing of the Nobilitie and counfail of Ens
Blande in the fickene[Je and at the deathe of king Eda
wardethe vi.for the pretenfed placeing of the lady
danein the regulefeat, and their fodain slipping the
coler.and deceauing of one an other: it were mater
noughto teache men, how litel confidence and truft

Tocked wpin the towre, forhis confhaunt although
conftrained obedience to the common ordre of rb'c
Counfuit) to be bis moft braungs and rough exami
ners o the contrary part, 4 though they them fele
ses hade neuer halted in the mater. s

But) knoxwe thefe pradlicers anfwersthat if they
badenot vfed that practice, they should not only has

oughttobe geuen either to the fmothe
fairewwordes, confident promifes, bloody othes, or
{ewearing wpon the holy Euangelies cither yet to the
lettres ad bide voritinges of the Princes d potentas
tes of the worlde, They that were [wornechiefof
counfail with the lady 1ane , and caufed the Quene
tobeproclaimed ¢ baftarde throughout all Englan=
de and Irelande:and they that were the foreft forcers
of men (yea vnder the threatned paines of Treafon)
£o [weare and fubferibe wnto their doinges,bewraicd
the mater them felucs onder bande by their wites id
other [e » dnd 4f deb

faillours (1 willnot faie,procurers’) of the innocent
Lady lanes dedthe : and at this prefent are in the

bigheft autoritie inthe Quenes houfe, and the chies

feltofficers anddoers in the common wealthe.

And fomof them that wrote moft carneftly to ¢
«ertain auncient lorde of the Realme (among many
other,in the fauour of the Lady lane, bebaftarding
and railing. vpon the Quene , were not afoamed
within fewe daics after (whan the fame lorde wis

locked

we flanden in hafarde them felues , but lfo failed of
their priuie purpofe.jwell, <11 the meane tyme itie
ynough to knowe, that & man maie not truft nor bes
Leue them, either by their yoordes, othes, or hande
woritinges firther thi he fecth and bearetb them, and
fearecly fo farre.
. An: { pfni: o, bathe not the realme good canfe
tothanke and ruft the potentates, Prelates and Pars
liament men for banifbing the [meg u[h_tmnund
Gofpel of God with the fincere. agminiﬁrm_ug of his
b and for bring ifloe po:
swer of the Romifhe Antichrift in to Englandeagein
withbis. miferable gffe andall popifie slauery By
thewhich they haue not only broké their othead loy
altie to God,and to themperial Crowne of Engl{nde,
pullig eternal c3dénacid vpd théfelues,ad puokigthe
beauic bid of Goddes wrath id plage wpd their fede,
d vpid the hole realme,i copellig the people to finne
by fallig fr the true feruice of the linig Godito roft
wicked fuperflicion and idolatrie (alas therfore) bue
o hasie bers and are giltie of the innocent blood of
fondrs
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Jehdry excellent andmoft godly learned en,and of
wmiany other true chrifken. natural englifbe men and
women.

Thefe practices nede no Paintour, the memorie id
[ight therof is not only euident in menes eies (to
Wheir hartes forowe)but lfo ravecin heir flomackes,
dnd ot cafie tobe digefled,God be mercifull vuto mis
Terablesnglande.

Bt lo, whiles 1am thus oceupied:d newe Pollicie,
#newe,d niewe,d newe. pote ye what? Pagetand
Mafon dlbeitthey hauc ot one futber and miother
Yetbethey [worne brethrens and albeit they beof
fondry vniuerfities, yet be they bothe of one fhudie.
&obat fo euer Mafon worketh, Paget vitreth: that
thone inuentefh,the other pradticeth, - By Kafons
Wworkiig,and Pagetresdeuifing, Sir PetreCars
Owewent into Elanders, Mafon pledgeing for his fs
tegarde king Philippes fidlitie,id his ovwne hornefe.
Afterwirde he and Sir Iohan Cheke being enti=
®edbothetocome to Bruflellestofeethe quenes
Einbaffadours,and hauig brought Paget on bis waie
towarde Englande, bein their returne baken by the
Proucft Marflall, fpoiled of their borfes,and elape
pedintoa carte,their legges, armes aud bodies tied
Swith balters to the body of the carte,and [focariedto
¥he [ea fide, and i3 thencein to the towre of Londd.
Andbefore Paget cameto Calefe , Sir Petres man
eomming out of England meteth bim , andasheth

for

for bis maifter, Paget [mileth andfaicth nothing, buk
is maifer was in bealth.

But how cometh this to paffesmarke well.  Thé
«Quene thought Fagetamete man for ber iri all thina
ges.fauing that without canfe shefufpecled bis relia
gion: and at bis comming ouer, she (like 4 woman)
vitreth to bim what she thought of bim, and promia
[eth,if she maie perceaue his bart ad mouthe to agree
together,shewold fet bialofte. Heaffureth her,that
what fo eucy she should will him,should be done,yea
be wolde doo more than she should require bim,

Coming ouer he bruted, that beliked not the flate
in Englandsfir he s one ofthem, that hangeth now
onprophecies (but on 4 wrong thing) and therfore
woldbe out of the waie in the bedt of the madmos
nethof Maie, and pretédeth to come to the baines to
Acon.But in dede his intent ws to [ee,if be coulde
praéticc with fome of the Duke of Cleues men,to be
traie the poore Duchefle of Suffolke,and fom
of théglifbe congregacion at &wefil,that be(to pera
fourme bis promife ) might prefent them to the Ques
i€, But whan be [awe,bis purpofe failed (God baning
betterprouided for bis Duches, tokepeherfrd Trais
tourshandes) be comethnot to the baines, he neded
themnot at that tyme, But thanhe caufeth Carowe
and Chelic (wwhom Mafon bade prepared readyto
[erue bis turne)to be taken and caried awaie,as befoa
veye baws hearde,  And at his veturne, bad greak
tharikes,
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thankes, and the Quenes fauour incrédeed towarde
bim, But bis iufle rewarde yetis not come,let bi not
Hoke to fpede any better than Heracleo if be continue
1udas fill.1 woldewifbe, hewolde in time become &
Petre, Ttruftbe is not fo farre paft, buthe maic be
praied for. He ismygodlorde , and Mafon ones
any great frende,id nere neighbour. 1 wific theri bos
the well Thus ye fee the final fucceffe and rewarde of
traitours.  foberforeit is to bewondred thatfucie
pradicers which worke fo ruche mifchic] for ochers,
can not take bede of the cuil that is towardes them
Jelues. But Goddes worde muft b verified of the wic=
ked.  Beholde,the wicked rrauaileth with
inifchief(fuieth the worthy prophet and hing Da=

Beale plainty andhoneftly. And therfore the bonefiefé
meane before thinges be done , 15 to be wife and cire
eumfbedis:andto forfee thende , what mifebicf maie
folowe,before they fodainly, rafbely and saduifedty
confent to ani thing, To vefiche honeft wifdom and
forfight.is permitted bothe by Goddes worde and nas
ture. Yea Goddes worde and nature commaunde hos
neft men to vfeit, For thofe thinges that can but ones
bedone, and wheron o great weigh thangeth,oight
#0 be well done. Therfore men ought not to geue cres
dite to fuire wordes, large promifes, and great othes

. (forthefeare theinfirumentes to deceaue the honeft

and well meaning)but the fairer the wordesbe, the

wid, ¢ man of great experience) He hathe cOceas
uedunhappines , and broughtfurthea
tie. He hathe grauen and digged upa pit=
te, buthe shall fall him felf in o the pitte
thathe hathe made. For the mifchief that
hemindethtoothers, shall come on his
ownehead, and hiswickedneffe shallfall
on his owne pate.

But forafmuche 4 all thefe fetches and praélices be
onlymade and Luied to difceane thofe that be boncft,
faithfull true, and natural to their countreie:itis res
quifiteto treate how they maic be aoided, Deceat
woldnut be knocked out with deceat, if itmight fo

Targer the pr dd the greater the othes, the mo-
vetofufpect. For godly and honeft thinges maie be
well ynough done without painted and fmothe wora
des, {m-e promifes and othes, Ther ought to be fuch

iein doing of thinges, that fuch nede
wot,only, Jubtiltic and crafte dtul[td long writinges,
great promifes,and many folempne ceremonies.foohd
the great mariage wa treatedin the priuie Counfail
o great promifes niade, theolde Duke of Nor
folke faied, they were golden wordes, but how shall
they be perfourmed, faicd e Afterwarde whanit
was propouned to the lordes in the parliament to
beratified, the Lord &eindfor i likemaner afked
wba should befucrte for th perfourmaunce therof,

, bt boneft men should ab datall imes
deale

he forfaite: Nosher of thé lacked
wifdome
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wifdome and forfight, to fec that vnder painted pa=
pir,muche mifchief wis bidde, Long erperience bad
taughtit the duke , being long trainedin Princes
pradlices: "and nature fuffred not the other lorde to
be vtterly voide of it.But bothe of them lacked that
courdge, magnaninitic,and fortitude, that ought to
beinnoblemen, But it might be , that they hade it,
but durftnot vttreit, partly for that thone was in
bope toreconer that he bad a time lacked , and the
other for feare tolofe that be hade:but chiefly (as it
maicbe gathered) bicaufethey [awe their peeres mos
thes flopped. But let them befure,all will not ferue , if

pratlicers partes maie take place. For fuche thinges *

wold beall together ouerthrowen , or notmeddled
swith:for at leinght the leaft et wilbe called to memo=
vie,they maie be fure, And bicaufe publihe maters of
& Realme,that concernc all and euery mannes life, wi=
fi,children,landes,goades,and what fo euer cannot
be tretted vpon by all mé, butall muft put their truft
i afewe: men ought to be wife and circifbecle who

ecle who
they truft. For ther be tomany that paffenot what
become of their neighbours  , [0 they mait profpre
them felues:what become of the bole Realefo their
ovne families maic flsnde till, He that maketh fute to
be adeputic for  multitude , [emethto[uc for his
opne painglorie or profit. Thofe that fendelettres,
ot to chofe this mar,but tochofefuchs d rwan: baue
intheir headdes more than the vuiuerfal vmhh:;{
x 4l

&l Fe that bringeth lettrcs fo be preferved, meaneth
itor thebenefiée of them that hewolde ferues He that
geueth moneye, and maketligredt feaes, thinketh
fom other fetche,than the feriice of bis neighbours,
He thatrefifeth or releaffith bis ordinaricwages,
Ioketh for [om greater extraordinarie rewarde. He
that is alwayes or ofteat prices platters, orin practi
cers Palaces,cd not long cdtinue the peoples true pro
&our JAndtherfore in 'V enece(as they write)none
of the Sente and officers vpon payne of bis head,daa
e talke pryuily with an other,nor take
fees of any forayn Prince. For they are [o gelous of
the hole fEate , bicaufe they haue ben fo often decess
wed by pradticers in their owne companies.  Sobich
effor all wife men and boneft men should learne, and
by all meanes fufpediz princes promifes and withftan=
de pradlicers doinges,and not beleue one worde that
they [aye,beit neuer fo gentil : noryet their dedes,
hat foeuer shyne or pretenfe of loue they declare.
arealme a5 Englid s is well gotté, howfo euer
itis gotten, Butthou that arte atrue englishe man,
feing the fetches id falfchead of thefe named and fuch
other s s tyme to thy felfe and to the
Jrateof thy naturall countraye , andtruft not vuto
thens,thou ofe newer fo muche flicring, though
they [weare newer [0 faft, though they fpeake neuer
fo fuire,and though they geuethee their hsnde wri=
ting,  Bethow Prometheysandnor Epimes
K theus
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theus Remembre that our countrey man Adam
Afterwitce bathe agreat while ben the lorde F oy
rewittes foole.Be taugbt therfore intyme., before
thow betaken.Sayenottolate: . Hade 1 wift.
Thow haft [ufficient warring, God gewe
thee grace to confidre it
and vfe it

AN

AN EXHORTACION
orrather awarnyng to the Lordes
and Commones of Eng=
lande,

HARTI LY wishe(naturalenglishee
men and good countreymen’) that it bad pleafed
God,to haue geuen fom caufe  wherby ye with me,
dnd I with you might baue reioyced,and not to hiue
Tumented one of vs o an other of our miferie. For fos
vowfull thinges are neither grate to the hearer, nor
pleafaunt to the teller.But as if one should come to bis.
dearefrende or good neighbour finding him vers fo
e wounded,and did but lament with bim,ad not went
dabout to belpe bim to cure his wokndes, be should ra
ther augment bis paynes and increace bis forowe : fo
ifinthis miferable mifcrie, wherin we and our poore
countrey of England flande , and yetis not come to
the full and ripenefJe, 1 showld but lament and waye
Tewith you , whichTcan not but doo , onles T
should shesemy feclf toto wnnaturdl and vis
kynde, 1 should butencreace (1 thinke ) your
forowes and paynes : but moft certaynly Tam
fure myne owne . But @it is amolt fure
i tohé
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token of deathe,yhan the ficke man feleth not bis dis
feafenor c& tell wher bis gricfis being affed in what
place his paynelyeth: fo in all Realmes and cong e
gactones of people, whas they doo not el the coria
mon calamities and miferies thatare among them,
it s dmoft certain and infullible figne that the deflru=
étionandthendeof it is at bande . And therfore geue
meleaue (1 befeche you)toopen yourwoundes , and
to [earche thecaufe of ‘your calamities” | and than
tominifireand powere in to themfome holfome baw=
e, and couer thew withfome. comfortable plafire,
And albeit 1doo it not [o fincly as for others can,
but boifteously after my rude maner , yetX doubt
notbat by Goddes grace e shall finde confort,or at
Leaft perceaue,that T haue an carneft defire to fee you
holpen. For 1meane your wealthe and bealthe, 45 0=
nebrother ought of an other,that is borne of
the fame father and mother.

Ther vois newer great miferic, deftrution, plage
or vifitacion of God, that came on any nacion, citic
orcountrey, which 4 they beindede, fomaythey
ity be called woundes, but be fent of God for finne,
mbcna,/nd,;u/m,dm thepeople, but arebes
foreprophecied anddeclaredbythe prophetes and
miniffers of Goddes worde,or byfome reeldciones,
wondres,monftres inthe earthe , or'to kens and fia
gnesin thelement.

Yor

For Godasheis moft iuft -, and will not faileto
punishe fynne, fois he moft mercifull, and will not
the deathe of finmers , but rather that they should
turne to bim and lyug.

Aud therfore before bande geueth them warning
swhat shall folove,ifin tyme they repent not, & by
the hiftories of all agesit dothe appeare. - And o
neof thefc admoniciones haue ye lacked, countrey
e, .
Forthe preschers and minifters of  Goddes wors
de, in the tymo ofthe godly iofies king Edwarde the
Sixthe presched and propbecied wito you, what mis
fevies and plagss, should certayuly come o you:the
foode of Goddes worde. to be cleanc taken awdy fri
Sou.famynef the body.peftilence, warres, the loffe
of Yourigaodessthedeflouring. andrauuhmgo/ your
wyues and daughters before your eies, thecaptiuie
tieof yaurbodies; -&vyues and children:the fubuers
fionof the palicieand $ateofthe Realme : thata
Jraunge bing and firgunge peoplecot only incoun
trey, but alfoin condiciones andmaners in refpecie
of your. owne ) should reigne and rile by force
oueryou,if yein tyme repented 01 not of your wic
Kednefie, amended your Iyucs ;- dnd called to God for
miercies

Butthan ye paffed nothing onit, but s the lewes
being dovned i finne,wocked fcorned and murthred
the prophetesof God which long before prophecicd

X i it
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witto them their captiuities dnd viter deftruttion' :fo
e laughed and icfbed atyour preachers wordes, ns%
thing yegarding the threattes of God, but contényng.
the, yea incredeeig in your wickedneffe,idnowat leyn

go0des oot of their liues all igs were [oin 654
ge of the cruel Romaynes pleafur : ther wereof our
coiitreymi slayne at one tyme threfcore id ten thaus
fuie mé,ad at an other tymethrittie thoufaie Before

ght murthering moft cruelly of God.
And [eing wordes of warnyng toke o place with
50u,God for his louing mercie bathe warned you ala
§o by monfrous maruaileson the carthe’; and horvia
blewondersin thelement, to put you befide all maer
of excufes.Sobat ondefull monfbves haue ther nove
Lately benbornein Englandes Fohateceleftial fignes
moft horrible: Achilde borne befides Oxforde in
theyeare , M, D, L 11Lwithtwo heades and two
partes of two euil shaped bodyes ioynedinone. A
childe borne at Couentree,in the yease 31.D.LV
withoutarmes or legges. A childeborne st Fulhd
by Londd euennow this yeare,with agreat head eqil
shaped , the armes withbagges bunging out at the
Elbowes and heles and fete lame. A childe newe bor=
ne at L343 furthewith [peaking 4 a prophet and ntef
Jager of God. Anhorrible Comete this year,befides
diuerfe eclipfes, whiche folovee. But vhat were thefe?
only bare fignes ¢ No certaynly, they doo and muft

fignifie the great wrathe and indignacion of God.
Notlong after the pafiion of our faucour Chrift,
whitn the Britdines our cireymenvornt about to ve
couer their libertie , and to be defpeched of the mofk
eruel feruitude and wiferieswhich the Romaites kept
#h¢ i, voherin no Britayn was certayn of wife,childré

bich flaughters ther weremany woders feneinEng
lid. Thimage of the 1dole which the Romaines hadein
their téple called Victorie voas turned backe,ds thous
ghshe gaueplace o thenenics, The fea ws like blood,
ymages ofménes bodyes founde on the fea [yde. And
womté were out of their wittcs,id cried: defoructio at
bide, deftrictid at bide:fo that the Britaynes were in
great bope,id the Romaynes ingreat fiare. Before
Britayn(nowcalled Bnglid)eame in to thefull poswer
of the Danes kg E iide the [one of Ethelberee beig
slayne;ther were diuerfe firaiige thinges, wherby all
men geffed, thatan alterationof the Realme was to=
warde:but chiefly they ge(fed the great calamitie by
the fodainfreelling of the fes without any euidét cau=
fe,which fo bralein to the lande , thatit deftroyed
shany townes and people. Before that great slaughter
of Englishe men and Novmides which vds by reafors
of thewarres that were in Normandie betweneking
Héri the furft king of Englide , and Robere Duke of
Normandie bis brother (at which tyme Normandie
was ioyned to Englande ) the ryuer of Trent did not
vungeone boledaye together but was [o emptie,that
men paffed oucr onfore : and at that - tyme« fowe
brought firthe d monftre with the fac of ¢ man,and
iij  ahenne
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ahennedfoure fored mandre, So thatby.that that
i paft,, ye maye the boldiier diuine of that that is to

The childeby Oxfordehatdid it betoken, but
that oyr one fwete bead , king Tdwarde should be taz
e aweye(4s be wis indsde)and that ther should be
i b plice two headdes diucrfe goucrnours, andg
towardediuifion of the people, butnot il tagether:
which fo manyfoftly folowed, that no man can denye
itiortwo people should be knytte together., but not
in god proporcion nor. agrement. The childe of Co=
wenttrieithout the principal membres tobelpe anl
defendethe bodye,muft wedes fignific, that the natu=
valbody,that is,the people of Eglande shalbe helpes
Tes,ready to be troden yader the fote of euery creatie
resand non toreleue or fuccour it,

“The childe of Fulham, wehatcan it fignifie , bt
that thenatural body of England shalbe weake , the
chicfmembres (tharncs and legges ) vehich is the nos
bilitiefoclogged with chaynics of golde , and bagges
©of money, that the hande shall not be hableto drawe
ot the [weorde, or the heles to fpurre the horfeto
Lelpe and defendethe body, thatis, the commories..
Aid @ the beadof it.is the greateft part, and grede
terthan it ought tobe , . with to muche fuperfluin
tieof that it should not bae, wherfore it muft pull
from the othor membres to confort it andlacke of
that

that good proporcion it ought to haue: foshall the
goucrnours and headdes of Englande. fucke out the
wealth and fubfbaunce of the people (tbe politibe bos
dy)andkepeitbare, [othatit shallnat be bable to
helpe it felf et shall the hesd neuer come to that nas
turerequireth.dohat is tobe gatbered of theyig chil
de, 1doo not faie itis truc. . bicaufe the father wwes
foreed(onles he wold bae loft Lis [ife), to recant its
but might it not be truez. 1sther notas mucketobe
faied for it 4 for the popes trafubffidciacions Dotbe
ot Eufehius Ramphili (4 man of 45 good credite,ds
Thomas Aquings Scotus,Gratiauys, and fuche other
thei d uginteners of tranfubflanciaci
vorite,thara lambe contrary to uatue qud. pofibili=
tie., didiy pljue wordes before declare the nature
and difpoficiomof Bocharys biug:of Egipt:They that
write the cronicles of the Romaines faic , thatit dog=
g4 ferpent,and oxendid fpeake. But fexipture plaine
Iy [aicth,that Baalgns affe(d creature vnreafonable,
without pofibilitie.to [yeakc )did [aie to bis maifter;
why beateft thou mez [And Tohn thebaptift contrary
tothe common courfe of nature, lept and reioiced in
his.mothers wombe , whan Chriftes mother being
yithchilde came to fee Elizabeth bis motber,
1f men that belewed not the miracles,, which the
gogle cied Roode of Boxley, the 1dole of walfinghd,
the bawwde of willeid, which exery foole might ec to
be.deceates and openillufions, were condemned and
v burned
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Surned for heretikesitiowshould they be taken, that
doo ot beleue the nianiffFworkes of God?
The horible Conete and blafing flarre that wis

fene this yearegreater in Englande than elles wher, ~

whatelles dothe it betoken,but the great difpleafiure
of Gbdzand therfore famin, pefhléce,warres fedicis,
deathcof princes,inuafion of forain naciones,deftrita
Eon of fom or many citics and countveies , and the
altéracion and chaungeing of the ffate and gouers
wneat¥or if it be lawfull for man to diuineof Goddes
Svonderfull workes,and by the like thinnges paft, con
iellure thofe that be to come + why should wenot
affirme | that thefe plages will folowe?  Before the
greatwarres madeby Xerfes aguinft the Grecia
s and the ouerthrowing of the bole lite of Grece;
therwés a blafing [larre feie of the shispe of an hor=
ne,and an eclipfe of the funne,

Before the laft and vetor defirulbion of the citie
of Yerufulem’ | ther was fene hanging in thelement
ouer the téplea burning fweorde almoft the fpace of
aholeyeare,  1nthe time of cricel Nero,ther wis &
Comete that continued fixe monethes,

After that folowed great fedicion and alteracion

i thempirezand the kingdome of the lewes (marke
well) was vtterly deftroicd, Before the deatbe of our
countrey man Conftantine the great ', who yas the
furft profeffour of the Gofbell of Chrift among all
themperours: andno doubt & fpecial fanourour and
promorour

promotour of it:For bedid not probibite aic men 1o
yeade Goddes worde , as [om princes dooat this tyé
i but he caufed examples of the Bible to be written
at bis owne charges , and fent in to all countreyes:
ther wis a great Comete, and afterwarde folowed 2
wonderfull anderuel warve , which who [o deliccth
riesmaie perceanc.
nfion and deadlyvotrres that was be=
txwene the breehren of Lotdris themperour,fonne of
Lodowicts Pius, for the diuifion of thinheritaunce
(iberby fiche slaughtergrewein Braunce that the
Frenchinen were neuer aftcr bsble to vecouer pers
fisty their force)ther weremany Comctes fene.
About the yeare of Chrift M1 ther was an bors
vible Conete feie,and than Rlowed wonderfillfesia
ties and peftilences hogal
In the yeave ML before thinuafion of &villid
Conquerour intd England, and the conqueftof
thefame . and in which Heralde hing of Bnglend
with bwentie thoufaunt truc Englifbemen in the des
fenfe of theircountrey againft thetiranne wereslais
ne:ther was fene « wonderfull Comete, which euery
man thought (4 in dedeit flowed) to be muche mis
febicf and thalteracion of the flate, as bereafier ye
shall eare.” A litle before the great warresin Nora
mandie (wherof ye haue bearde.before) ther wit
fene i Normandie a great Comet and two full monis
at one time shyving,thone in the eaft thother in the
weft.
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wefb.In the yeare 8 C.C X X Lwhileft the warres

werein Afiabetyene. the chriften men and -the vie

chriften,whet wnto king Henry the thrid fente

oower-of Englifbemen ynden therleof. Cheftre™
(forthemaintendiice wherof the nobilitie furj graii

ted theking thewardefbip of their children,a
dore writeth) befire the Chriflen men lof the citie of
Damiaca,and 4 great ouesthrowe of them was in
Egipt, manywonders were fene in diuerfe places and
alfoin:Englande a very great Comete, « wond erfull
great edrthequake,all theswynter horrible thonders,
which in Englande feldoie in Somer be beardesfucke
Breat rdities, and tempefles of windes, that it ousr=
thréwe many houfes ; dnd the [ea drowned mani pla=
ff),which euery man faied, betokencd the hurt that
folowwed on chriffen; men.1n the yeare M€ C X L1,

alile befinewales. was broughe to the fubicction of
theingof Englande , therappeared.in England &

verrible Comete,by the fpace of xxx.daics.!

T the yeare M.D.X X X1, therwas an barrible
Comete, Andwhat folowed of it ¢ The Turhe occus
pied a great parte.of Vugarie: the kig of Denmarke
Chriftierne inuading bis coiitrey with 4 great armic,
aud fominding to recouer bis hingdome, was talen
and his fonne. . Andwhy should not ye of Bngland
tike,that thefe fignes beonlyCor at the leaf} chiefly)
forgous . Compare yourfelues, and your liucs and
doinges with the Lewes, o the worft nacion,if any,

can

|

¢an be"worfe:(d fee whether ye be Mot hable tomiata

chethiem, yeato ouermdtche them , and to droppe
vie,three for onezinwhat nacion ynder the cope of
beauen , bithe God shevyed greatek tokens of bis fus
wour,anditfo litle et by 45 inEnglandes fohdt cona
tempt of bim,bis worde and miniflers bathe béther?
Swbat difimulacion with Godwhat hipocrifieziohat
fwearing and forefvwearingsohdt traiteryeto their
countreyes &obat difobedience to the gouernours in
good,godly and neceffary thinges? Gohat ready obea
dienceto their rulers in wicked and euil thiges?Xohat
inatiral bitcheric vfed beewene the father and
daughter, brother and fifter:Xohat dbominable hoox
vedome fuffred onpunifhedzyed in many and the chiea
[feft places the greateft hooremongers,theimpudenteft
vibauldes,the peltingeft bribers, and the lewdeft pera
fones made Luflices of the pedce, and correclours of
vices Kobat railing and reuiling of the worthy pure
preachers of Goddes gofpell for only rebuking of vix
ce2Xhat hotrible murdres fecret and open,not only
of pridate perfones , but alfo of the moft honous
rable peeres and reuerende minifters of God  &ohat
bochering and burning of true Englifbe chriffiancs,
yong and olde,boleand lame, [eing and blynde;man,
wouenand childe, without refpecte of age , fexeon
aftatezZohat pillig and polling,taking and [natching;
2 and robbing,not only among the meane fors
te,bu among the gretefts §oher s fo greathatred
and
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andmalice-fo litle lowe and charitiv,as in Englanded
1 should neucr make an ende,if 1 should tell but that
1 bae my [olf fene and hnoweé,muche lefJe if  should
declareall thatother credible petfones of their‘owne~
knowlage report to bemoft certain and true,

But toretourne to the mater. Loke well England,
lokewell, whether this Cometepaft, and eclipfes to
comie,touche the? Art thounot all ready plaged with
fmingXes,and with fuche o famin,as thou neer bex
fore heardeft of.1tis true,ye had darthes in the time
of kinges Henry and Edwarde, but thofewere dedra
thes withoutnede: only they were occafioned by the
gredineffeand malice of naughtic men witbout fcars
citie or lacke of thinges: &d for lacke of iligét ouer
feing and good gouernement, andnot by the diredie
plage of God.But thefe two yeares fince kig Edwara
des deathe.from the reflitucion of your curfed popif
bemaffe,ye haue had fearcitic by the direCteplage of
God.The easthe not brought frthe fuche plaintic s
it culomably did before.sober before time the couns
trey fedde London, London contrary wife was and i
forced of her former prouifion to fede the countreie,
Sober Dantif: e id other the northe eaft partes were
the barnes and garners of corne , for they bad the
prouifion of corne for many yearcs before hande, ad
nourifhed all the lowe partes of Germanie, Denmar=
ke Frifelande,holande, Zelande, Brabaunt, Elanders,
Hifpaine andimany other: now by reafon of theix

bringing,

bringingfo mische to veleue Englande,anles 4 ftic be
medeintime, the them felues will perifbe of famin.
&oban were euer thinges (o deare in Englande, 4s in
this time of the popifh maffe id other 1dolatrie reflox
red?&obo euer bearde or redde before, that 4 pounde
of becft wes at ifj.d.A shepe xx.5.A poiide of Cana
delles atiiij d. A poiide of Buttur atiiif.d.ob. A poil+
deof Chefeat iiij.d.two egges & penie,, a quarter of
wheat,Ixiiij.s. A quartre of maltatl.s . or aboue:
the people driuen of hongre to . grindeaccornes fir
bread meale,and to drinke water in fedeof ales aAnd
wwhat¢Shall this fumin awaie, before bis walkig mate
and felowe (pefhlence)comes Nofurely,without your
earneft [pedy repentaunce, and Goddes exceding mie
saculows merciesit is not pofiible:for hitherto the one
went neuer before , | butthe other cam either arme in
arme,orelles quickly after.

But it fhallalmoft come to late forcommon
perfones, for they be fobinged vp by xx. andxl, in
aplumpe (anda great nombre of them , bicaufe
they confiffed and profiffed,  that they [Eould be fue
wedby thonly merites of Chrifles pafion) that the
pefllence shall haue litel maticr amdg the meane fore
teto beoccupiedon : but therfore muf be the more
oceupied with the great,

And baft thou (England) badnofedicion and
inwardegrudges Yes,fo muche that the beaddesand
gousrrours
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gouernours durftnot pepeolitof their privie chanta
bres: norone neighbour femeto talke swith an other,
forfeare to benotedund accufedof confpiracie. Yed
and that(that is worft of all, " and fo'be Lamented of
all engliffe thon) ther is inwarde griedge, and fecret
malicebetwene thenicmbres thatis, the Nobilirie ad
Commones.

The onehatcth and contemneth the vther , which
it the worke of the deuil, and bis minifters the poi
[he Prelates andpricftes. They caft wikerinto the
¢oles,to make thefire greater:for they knowe,onles
fih diaifin enddiffion befofred guinonirifbed,
their kingdatme wolde fore lie i the ivte. "This'is
the praffice of fuches mindet’ e congheft or viter
deftrultion of any people,to maincene andpricke for
Fevoarde difJenfion, diniffon and difeordewitong the
people.  For Chriftes wordes aretrue, whofaieth,
that euery kigdome dinided init felf shatbe defolate,
andeuery citie or boufediuidedagsind it felf shal
mokcontinue. ~ Theprophet prophecieng of the de=
firuction of the hingdome of the iewes, fared befo
re,that ther should be ciuile and inwdrde fedicion, 4
ther was in dede inTevufalém,beewene elivee peflilent
fattiones dhd partes,  wherof Symon, Toannes, and
Eleazarus were the autors and beaddes ~ This wis
erfes praciceto it the Grecianes by the eares, ¢
wmdintene Ciuile warres and diffenfion ainang them,
that fo whanonc bad deftroied an otber  be

might

tight eafily enioyeall , This policie haue all other
ambicious monarks hitberto in all places praiced,
And as Gardyner whan be should dycdid not Lanent
bis fynnes, but fent for the Quiene, and wept to ber,
that he could no longer Lyue to ferue ber grace, that
is,£0 vndoo the nobilitie and comons of the Realmes
bt hedefired her to procede as he counfailed ber by
bis worde and voriting: fo Granuell whan he should
alfo dye,fent worde to théperour Charles and requi=
red him,not to forget his counfail,but fll vfe it tht
is,to nourishe and mayntene diffenfion amangtl,cﬂ;
tes of Germanie , andfo he should at lexnght eafily
the traiterous bif=
boppes and prieffes can ones fet the cmones againjt
the nobilitie and gentilmen they will fone( the nobili
tie being ones [upprefJed fende the comones toclyma
be a dawes nedt,and vfe them at their pleafr. But wi=
femé and fuche s lowed their countrey in tyme paft,
forefawe tiis mifchicf that came by inwarde gruige
and ciuile difcorde:and ewer (a5 muche s in them luiey
swent about tolet it. They thought it was moft necefa
fare to prouyde for the fauegarde of the bole by il
meanes,andnot for any particular parte:which maye
el appear by thewifid of Thrafibulus,who beig dry
wer out of Athens( bis countrey)by the xxx. tirane
nes,bicaufe be wolde not confent o their riranniye,id
to fee bis countrey deftroyed : at leyngbe gathered to
gether all thofe that were banished with bim,and by

L the
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the helpe of the Thebanes their neighbours , toke 2
cafle befides Athenes, and aftermarde in batail be
ouercame the tirannes and reftorcd ll thofe that wer
banished, o their cofitrey,d their olde luwes that we
e také awdic by the tyrines. Andfeig what mifchief
might folowe,if he did ot tak awaie thiwrde grud=
ge thit was among the people,and make an vnitie bex
‘twere thé albeit the poore banished men were [poiled
of all that they hud and their goodes in thofe bandes,
that hade no right therto,lyet made e the all to geue
apromofe, thatnon should claine any thing of an
other.but that all should be forgenen and forgoten,
And the feme wwifedom did Hhe Romasnes many £ymes
wfe,to make quictnefJe among the people, and to pre=
ferue the bole common wealthe. Yea the noble men of
Rome,albeit they were as ambicious 45 others ,and o=
e ensied an others glorie , et whan the common
wealthe was in hafurde , and that theit feruice muft
be fed for the defenfe of their countrey , they did
cleane forgeucand forget al priuate niurics and ins
syarde grudge : yea it was the chicf meane to recons
cile enemyes.  Andnomaruail among wifemen,for
they fiewe, if the bole body of their countrey should
‘perishe,they could not profpre. Ther canbe no dr=
me 5 wher ther is nobody:and it is a feble body that
Tacketh the avmes and legges. Yeait is & moft miferd
blebody wher the armes and leggs beate thebody,id
habout to shake of tharms and legges
And

Bad albeyt ther be ho people, that haneben more pla
ged by inwarde fedicion and ciuile difearde,than En=

et is ther none that leffe confidreit,Tcan
tiot tell, wwherof it cometh, but commonly they neither
bat s paft, nor forfee thatis to come,but
wnreafonable creatures Yloke vp3 thofe thin
gesthat be prefent, The difenfion and difcorde that
oas in Britayne our coiitrey(which now is called En
glid)and betwene our owne coiitrey mé brougbt firft
the Romaynes into England:who after they were en
ered fone toke all to thé elues:tbey murthered agreat
adbyeof the Britaynes, of fom they toke their childré
pledges and fent <3 to ridde the Realme
of firang id luftic pfones, that ther might benane to
withfkide thé,they fent armaics d garifones of thé out
ofthe realme,to feruein forayn cofitreies. Thofe
were leftat bome, they fpailed of their goodes v
great taxes and impoficioncs : and ¢ greatnomkre

made slaues and bondemen , and glad was
could fynde fauosurto.eniogeany litel parteof bis
ovone gs long s belywed By this meanes wis the real
meabuoft made defolate , and than the Pictes
(abarbayous and crucl uacion) inuaded
and deftroied man, woman, and childe,
to their bandes greater miferi
people forced to flyein to montaynes ,
caues for their fauegarde , andby that meanes the
grounde not tilled, great famyncame on them , and
Lo than
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than ywonderfull peftilence,4s lightli thone goeth nae
without the other. Thus our countreimen the Britay=
nesbeing oppre[fed by the Pictes, fought aide of the
saxones (menof great force, but of litle truthe) who
whan they were come in to the Realme , and fawe the

ertilitie of it , fubtily densfed, to marie R onix
daughter to their captayn Hengiftus, o the king
of Britaynecalled V ortiger . She being inftructe
what she should doo fofidc the meanes that her ovne
countreymen should be placed nygheft the kyng,and
Baue the greated offices. Thus wereour countreys
men the Britaynes vemoued from their hing, frauns
gers placed inall ofices and holdes , andat leynght
the lande was oucrrunne,and poffeffed of Straungers.
And the mane of Britayne putawdye,and the realme
called Englande.

The Danes after onderftanding  bow fertile and
plesntifill England was, foughtmeanes by litle and
litle , toplace themfelues in Englande, and after
king of Démarke in bis ovne perfone inuaded Englid
inthe Northe,id made waderfull cruell warres,they
fparednone , they burned and wafted Yorkeshire,
Northumberlande,and all places, fo that the enbabi=
tauntes were forced to fuc for peace at the Danies han

* des.Then built they the towne of Dancatre (that is,
the Caftle of the Dunes ) and whiles they had peace,
fent for moo Danes:and whan they thought their for
ceand power bigge ynoigh,they paffed ot vpon pro

mifes

myfes and leagues that they had made, but venued th°

ed burned &d [poiled in euery place til the
came to Exceftre : the people and realme was o
miferably tormented , and maletributaric to them,
Diserfe of the nobilitie of England vpon [
nooceafiones , butonly bicaufe theywere
Ot o fauour the Danes,were taken, their noft trilles
moft villanously slytted, their bandes cut of A good
God , who can remembre thefe thinges without voc
ping:&vho that feareth thy wrathe (lorde) will nok
améde bis life, adeall to thee for mercie¢iohat naugh
tienobilitic were that,that wolde opprefJe the commo
nes,and afterward be vfed and oppreffed them felues,
by [Eraungers as their predeceffours haue ben before
tymesobat deuillishe Comones might that be called,
that wolde repyne orrebelle againft the nobilitic and
gentiluen , and than to be oucrrunne them [els
ues withpricftes and forayners,andto be pyned with
fuche miferic, ¢s yc heare that our auncettours were:
and all bicaufe the gentilmen and comones agred not
among them elues: Soho is a natural Englishe man,
thatwill not intyme forfee and confidre the miferie
tovoarde bis countreyeand him felfe, id by all meanes
[elleto letitewho s it,that ci hope for quictnefJe,pea
ceyhealtbe,pleyntie and fuch like giftes of God,withe
out Goddes fawour and mercie. And howis it pofiible
that Sod should vfe mercie with them, that besreine
warde hatred and grudge one to an other , &d will vfe

L i o
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o merci with others?if ye forgeue other mé thei¥of
Fenfes that thei comitte ag iftyou(fuieth Chrift)yai¥
beauenly futher will forgeue thoffenfes that ye biie
comitted agdinft bim. But if ye doo not forgeu other
m their fuulies neither will your father forgeue y6i
your faultes, No whiled ye[aye the lordes praicr,id
11 of ricour,malice,hatred d éuic towsrde your
bour. ye cdemne your felies and defire Goddes
vengeautice to fall on your felu
geaiice to your neighbours,id wishe
on thens, A {oit dothe fallon you:as ye[ee by
s &l miferies that are id shall
come toyou.B ¢ fedicion and ciuile dif
corde,thatbriedeth fo muche mifchicf, let vs cometo
outw.rde wirres andinuafiones madeby ftraiigers.
Tt yewill faye, yehbaue no warres with any forain
prince.ttis truc:but shall ye haue none? yes, yestthe
Tyme s not yet come, all s not hatched thit s vider
the befne. Your wwinges muft be dubbed, your fethers
smaftbe pulled your cobes mult be cut,you mask becle
wie piked, your fubjtaunce shalbe gotten by litteland
Titell it of your hindes, by eaxes and fubfidies by be
etolences and loanes,and fo frB alitell tomore , and.
fr3more tomore:and at leyngbt all the marchaunres
goodestobe confifcate in Elaunders by an inquifitis,
and others in England by an opé excomunicativ. And.
! ¢ iripped of your floare,and

whan ye be ones ¢

‘wetbeloued i
and shall copel

- England,with great pape ad power,
u(in defpight of your hartes)to vé

the eafterlinges( vpon hope to recouer their olde and
greater priuileges yaide him with mé, non

uade Engla
bappé vnto you)caried in to iewe Spaine,dd ther not
Lue atlibertic, but bicaufe yearea ftubburne and vn
fuithfull generdcia, yeshalbe tyed in cheynes, foreed
to rowe in the galie,to digge in the mynes d to pike
vp the golde in the hotte fande. And fo with forowe to
your foppes,your three mines fong shall be, Alus,and
Sveale awaye Than shall yeknowe thepride idlorde
Iyneffe of the Spanyardes though for awhile tilthey
i get the ouer hande, they crepe and crouche , fea
demen with frete wordes (Bafo las manos) and wo=
menwithconfettes, [wete wynes, pleafaunt pfumes,
gayeapparail, and fuche like vaynetoyes:but whin
they be onesalofte,ther is no nacid vnder the cope of
Chriftlike thé in pride,crueltie,onmercifulneffe,nor
fo farre fi3all bumanitie s the Spanyardes berwhich
thig the realme of Neples, theDuliedomeof Milane,
the citic of Sieria,many partes of Duchelande,andthe
Lande of 1ulike Cleuclande and Geldre lande can to
theyrcoste right well reftific .

Andmeieit not be thought,that the Fréche kig(whi

ge,ad yourh your
your king returnc to his

tunitie)wil et in a fote,makig cliyme to
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Englande,in the right of the quene of Scottes 4t heia
e to hing Béry theight by bis eldest [yfter? And maie
it not be fufpecied , that the pope(todoo the Frenche
king 4 pleafure)shall faye the Diuorce betwene hing
Ticnry and the dowsgerwas by the canon Lawes laus
fullzand shall excommunicate the realme, onles they
veuhe thacie of parliement, wherby the Dyuorce of
Latewss iudged vlaufulls

Renmébre,remembre(good countrey men, and true
English hartes) the miferie that folowed in our poos
vecountrey opon the conqueft made by thambicious
&villiam Duke of Normidie :pon bovo fmall atitle be
entred,ad how tyrinously be ofed bim [elf. His only
colour ves a bequeft or promifc made to bim by king
Edward, brother to Cauntus and Heraldus kinges of
England,xwhi be was  banished manin Normandic,
ifhe should dye without iffue,es be did. At bis firft en
triehe bad a great batail with the newe chofé king of
Englid,adslevoe bi id twwétie thoufaiit of ourcofitreye
né, which put fuche « feare inall men,the Nobilitie,
theclearpie,the Ldoners,ad others the cdmons, that
e for peace, 3d to geue pledges for their
Judelitie,whom be fent in to Normandie, At the firft
bemade hé nany fayve promifes of peace,quictneffe
i with the folishe fode people were fone
begyled, They thought they bad hade God by the too,
but they bide the wolfe ( yeathe deuil) by the eares.
Hefirft fortified the holdes and portes by the fea fide,
and in

ad inbis abfence(as many times be vods forced vpGres
belliones in Normadie,to tetournc)be malea Coiifail
of his owne coiltrey mé, id made the Bifl-op of Baion
bis brother,his licutenaiit i Englade. Butwhi be was
ones fatled, d thought bin felf ftrong ynough to ke=
pethe Bnglifbemé wnder:thi Fare well all faire pro=
mifes bebegineth to plaic Rex, yea the deurlindedc,
He fpoiled the nobilitie of their goodes dd poffefiion
nes,made th slaues,id bis ovone slaues Lordes: and
wpi the Comds heput waderfull taxes d impoficiom
nes. He toke fid tle people their weapones id harnefs
[fe,dd madealavoe, that nomd should come out of his
houfe after the bel r3g, whichwas at eight of the clo
cke, but to couerthe fire id to bedde.&oberfore ontill
this daie the belthat th ringeth,js called Couerficwe.
And tha be built at Notinghd,Iyncolne, yorke,
[fling,ad [et in thé garifons of Noemddes. And not c3=
tented herewith,he executed many wonderfull cruell
thiges, @d fpecially on the nobilitiedd fuche 4 be fax
we to be flowte mé:fom he caufed to be murthred,fom
their nofetrilles to be slitee, and their handes cut of,
Happie wds be that could fiie out of the Realme:he
fo fpoiled yorkefbire,id durhi,id all the northe ptes,
that té yeares together it laie wafle ad ynbabited. He
couldin nexife abide the English nobilitie,but vter
Uy deftroied thé. And all this be did by the lawe of the
deutl,wliche they cal the lawe of armes. The good lt=
wes id . uftomes of Englid be cleanc toke awaie, and
L v made

as o
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made bis ovenelufles bis Lewoes id put thé in bis owne
Normde tongue,that bis frédes might alveaies hau
thinterpretacion of thé,and that he might catche th:
poore Engliflbems, whiiit pleafed him:ad wolde
the Lawes tobe pleaded id al thiges to be done in ¥ré
che. And be was not takéto be the Normides
nor no gentilman,that could not fpeake fren
therof cometh the olde puerbe:Tackewold be a g€
tilmi, but hecd no fréche.He remoued then-
gliffc bifboppes,and placed Normides by the aideof
th bifhop of Rome. Hie pulled downe townes, villd=
ges, and boufes. and put out the poore people to mal.c
him fportig places pricely pleafures.forefles phes &d
chaces.O miferable Englide,thct ones thus waft by &
tiranne andoutwardeenemies plaged But how muche
wmore miferable shalt thow be by the warres that are
oft certain tocome shortlyont hee.God bemercifull
wnto thee, But me thinkes | heare your papifles bi=
fhoppes,priefies fricrs and fuche like Autichrifia m3
feresfaie,that thefe plages which baue fallen and shal
come to England (for they knowe, they can not bed
‘voided, o they are occafioned dd holpé forewarde by
them) haue growne for thinges donein hing Herry
and king Edwardes time, for that their abominacion
s difelofed, their buries and dénes digged vp, their
monafferics throwé downe, and the Landes divided &d
folde to the Lsiic, &b bipocrites, Ab [ubtil wolues,ab
wiperous gencracion,Sohdrt the foxe preacheth,beyd
T¢your

|

e your geefe.Soher in feripture o they findc,that d=
::y[ucn‘,cbel)GoddrxMtbry4rt.[/)auldb:'maimxri.’
ipeur wold hauefuch marchalites whipped out
e churche fuch buicrs &d felers of més foules wo
be onto you ipocrites (faicth Chrif)for yefwalowe
fes of the poore and wiferable,that i that
dto the relicf of thepoore id

=

you(yemafsing Maboundes )whic
place, by fea
owneordre, and whan ye ba
childe of hel fire two foldemore t
we you not( fuicth Chrift) awaie fro me,ye workers
‘of niquitie.1t is only their Godthebely,thatthey fes
efoferue, they nother paffeon the God inbeaet,
ot the dewil in hell, [o they maie hauewkerwith to
maintene them felues on earthe, in their hooredome,
burgerie pride and al abominacion: And this that
1 fuie, is not feined oy ymagined, but euident inall
mennes eics that will not be wilfilly blinde,
Thofe that be defirous to be yulers in monafterics,4b
bottes and priours before they come toit, they pine
themfelfe awaic with fafing,weareheareand vfe the
et of thiftrumétesof hipocrifie for a whilesbus whi
they haue ones caught the fifbe they caft for.they she
swewbat they be plainly.Sobo fo great bely Goddes?
Soho fo great hooremongers? Ssber fuche knaucrie
wfeds am afbamed to tell i, 1n like maner plaic thefe
Chaplaynes
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Chaplaines of honowr,that feke for bifbopriches: all
fauing one M.dockour kwefto(the coms bull of
diffembled virginitie,and the boare of olde vufled wi=
dowhead)who before hide fhewth what he wilbe.But
s the worlde goeth, his plaine dealing hathenot nor
wil put bi to any afterdeale.fwoher is fuche an hoores
miger(yed worfe thi an hooremiger) 4 this oldc bia
pocrite Paule the fourthe nowbifhop of Romez
&oho o great a gluttsioho o pwde id ambisiouse
&obofo great a tirdne id tormétour:ioho [o greata
warriours And yet before he came tothat highe [eat
of antichrift, be wold feme  [aint,no religis nor or=
dreof hipocrites was [trait ynough for bim, Hewas
«frier,a monke,a Capuccine an anchorite,yed what
woas be notcBut ye fee the marke thefe hipocritesho
otcat.And 1 ¢ tel thee fomwhat of mine owne know
Lage,which maie not be denicd: for the autor is « man
of good credéce botheabrode id at home with the gre
ateft dd meaneft. After the beginig of the Quenes rei
gne,id the fodain alteracio of all thinges (cdtraryto
othe dd pmife)) ther came one of mine ordre vnto me,
8 1 walkedin a gardei, 3d wét about to pfuademe to
iclineto the Quenes peediges: Plaie the wife ma)fais
eth be)id doo 4 1d other mé doo:1 haue knowi thee
of 1og time,to be« good felowe. 1 warraiit thee,thou
shalt recouer thy loffe ad liue in honour,if thow wilt
beruled by reafon. And with that belcpt vp to clappe
meonthe sholder , for oules be fode on tippe to, be

could

i e i ol

couldnot veache it Tufbe (fied be)thois arta fioter
1f the Turke ruled in Englad, 1 wold frame mi [elf to
Tiue accordig,1 maic not nor wil tel you his name,bis
caufe 1hope be wil ones remébre bifelf,id calto God
for grace, But to put you fomwhat f¢5 mufing, 1 will
tel you fomwhat.1n king Henrics time,whi Gardiner
s caled the beare,bews called the ape.Kobat faied
droké doCiour Swefts in the middes of bis cuppes (for
winewill dielofe fecretes, if it be as well plied, s his
maifenfbip dothe) by the maffe.fuieth be,that bocher
thebifhop of L3d3 wil cut al the gétilmés throtesin
Englad, if heci. Thus ye maie feetle marche,wherat
thefe hippocrites the papifes shoote, They make re
ligi3 &d Goddes worde nothing elles thi & colour to
comer their wickedneffe,id to maitene their lewdnefa
Je.And therforethey orafte and wrythe feripture to
ferue their purpofe,and [o they hauenede to doo: for
ther is not one worde in all the feripture for the, but
euery worde againft thé. And bicaufe ye be retourned
o their deuociones,hawe firfuken God id bis worde,
adcleaue to the pope and his tradiciones, id maintene
fuche aforte of hipocrites, diffemblers,and open enea
mies of Godd the Realme of Englide:therforehaue
allthefe plages lighted on yow,&d the reft will shorely
folowe without faile, Loke vpon the xxvii.Chap.of
deuteronomie wher it is vritté thus. 1f thou wilt not
heark to the voice of the Lordethy God,to kepe and
t0 doo gl his comaiidemétes ad his ordinaiices which

1coms
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1 Simaiide thethis daie, al thefecutfet shalconte vpd
thee dd ouertake thee.Curfed shalt thou be in the tove
e, curfed i the fielde,curfed shal thy bafset be and
thyfloare,Curfed shalbe the frutc of thy bods, id the
fruteof thy Lande,and the frute of thyneoxen,and the
flockes of thy shepe. The lorde shal fende vpon thee
eurfing, deftruttion aid rebake, toall that thou fet=
teft thy bandeito,and that thou doeft,yntil hedefiroie
thee,and bring thec to naught quickly, bicaufe of the
swichednefJe of thyne inuenciones, and bicdufe thow
baft forfalien me.The lorde shall fmite e with mad
neffe blyndencffe,anddafing of hesrt. Tho shalt be
oppreffedwith wrong, nd bepolled euermare, aid
110 mdn shah fuccour thee, Thou shalt be betrouthed
to dwift,and an otber man shall liewith ber. Thou
shaltbuilde an houfe,and riot dwell therin, Thineoxé
shalbe killed beforc thinceies and thow shalt riot ¢ate
therof. Thine d shalbe violently.taken fromthe,

adshall not be refiored to the againe.Thy shepesbal= |

be geuen to thine enemics,and noman shall rfeuethé, |

The frutc of thy lande and ll. thy labours shall dns
cion which thow knoweft not,eat: dd thoushalt con=
tinually [uffrewiolence, and be opprefJed abwaie, fo
that thou shalt be clearie befide thy felf, forthefigh
‘that thine eies shall fee. Thou shalt ca e
out into the filde,and shalt gather but a litclin, for
the grefJe boppers shall deftroic ic. Al thy trecsand
Fute of thy lande shalbemarred with blafing. ;
The

srhe trunger that is among you, shallclimbe aboue
thee on highe, &d thow shalt come downe beneathe 4=
Towe. Morcouer all thefe curfes shall come vpon thee,
@ shal folowe the &d oucrtake the,til thou be deflroi=
ed:bicaufe thou herkenedeft not to the voice of the lor
de thy God, to epe his comaiidemétes ad ordinaiices,
Wobich be camaiided the,ad they shalbe vpa the a5 mi=
vacles,and ups thy fede for eucr,bicaufe thou ferue=
deft not the lorde thy, God ‘with ioifulnefe & witha
good heart whan thow badeft aboiidaiice of al ehiges:
therforethou shalt ferue thine encmie,which the lorde
shalfende vp3 thee, in biigreand thirftin nahedneffe
‘and in nede of all thing : and be shall put a yowke of
Yvon about thy necke , til be haue brought the to
‘naught. And thelorde shall bring a nacion vps thee,
& nacion whofe torigue thou shalt not vnderftande:
an barde fauoured nacid, which shal not regarde the
perfone of the olde, nor haue c3pafiion on the yong.
The fame shalleat the frute of thy catail,and the fius
te of thy lande, til be bane deftroied thee: and shall
leawe thee neither corne , wine nor oile,neither the
increace of thine oxen, nor the flackes of thy shepe,
til be hauebrought the to naught .~ Aud the lorde
shall fende vpon the and thy fede great plagues and
of long continuaunce , euil fickeneffes and of long

duraunce,  And it shall comc to paffe, that 4s the
lorder uer you to dooyou good , and fo
Wiultioticy

o+ cen fo be will reioyce oucr you,
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to deftroie you,id to bring you tonaught, And amdg
thefe naciones thou shalt finde non eafe, neitber shall
the fole a[lh,vf'orthxucyrﬂ But the lorde shal geue
the an vaquiet hart,id dafing eies,&d forowe of mine
de,rc. Andinthe ende of the xxix.Chap,of the faa
me it foloweth. Than shall all naciones [aie, wherfore
bathe the lorde done on this facion ynto this lande?
And men shall faie:bicaufe th y lefte the Teftamét of
their fathers, which be made with them, whan be
brought thé out of the lide of Egipt, For they Yent
&d feried fEraunge goddes id worfhipped thé.Goddes
swhich they knowe not, and which bade geuen them
naught, And the wratbe of the lorde waxed botte d=
guinft this lide,to bring vpd it all the curfes thatare
oritté i this boke.crc,By this [cripture yeare plain
Iy tolde the vndenisble caufead mater, wherfore the
lorde God threatneth and fendeth plages. Reade all
the biftorics of the bible, ad the pphecies of the Pros
phetes, e shal euidétly fee,howpeople id nacion
s baue bé deftroied formaiatenig of fuche Idolaters
i wicked liucrs 45 the papifies are, and wher fuche
svichedueffebathe b vfed(ss s am3g you Yidnot cor
velird, 4 1haue before declared . But thowwile
faie:wbat shall we doo,to auoide the calamitie id mi=
ferietbat is bothe prefent andtowardeswolde to God
thou diddeft af c it i the botome of thy barte.But
1 frare thow doeft diff:mble d [peakeit with thy lip=
pes only s thou waft wont.Kphi the great [weat voas

n

in England in the tyme of king Edwarde, dlnlefvn!
ficatid of a greater fcourge foloweing:and many that
weremery at dyner , were buriedinithe euenyng?
fom that went at night toslepcluftie , were founde
in bedde dead in the morning:fome that went not fara
ve frs their owne boufe,newer veturned, Than 4 long
4t the feruitnefJe of the plage ludbed ther was cryeng
Peccaui,peccaui,peccaui:l haue [ynned,1 have
[oied,  bauc fined,mercic good lorde,merciemercie,
mercie. The minifters of Goddes worde were foughe
forin eneri corner,thei could not reft,they might not
slepe:ye mufk come tomy lorde , ye muft cone to my
Ledy, my maifter prayeth youto com firaight viito
b,y maiftres muft nedes [peake with you, Come, if
welowe Godzand if ye lowe their faluacis, tarye not.
For Goddes [ake, b1, Minister ([4ye the ficke folkes)
tell vs what we shall doo,to auoide Godds wrothe, T4
Kethefe bagges paye fo muche o fuche 4 man, fort
deccdued hin:geuchim fo muche.for 1 gateit of him
by sfuric:1 made & craftic bargainwith fuchea one,
weftore bin fo muche,and defyre bim to forgeue me.x
bauetalien bribes of fuche a one,1 pray you gewe hin
[o nmuche moreagain,1 haue fpoké eurl of fuche a mi,
God forgeueit me,1 haue ben « hoorembgre,a bavede,
God perdone me. Dyude this bagge among the poore,
earie this to the bofpital,pray for me for Goddes faa
b Good lord fergeue me, haue dienbled with hecs
¥pretended to lone thy worde with my lippes, but

P thought
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thought it riot with my bart:but now fee thou knos
weft the fecretcft fecretes,id wilt not lease cuil wnpus
nished. Haue mercie on me,and firgeue me good lord,

Ybefeche thee from th: botome of my barte.This wie
ulacis of the people for three or foure daies
hexecucion was:but after whi the rage wis
fomwwhat freaged, than returne they to thrir vomite,
worfe thaneuer they were.Than thit they had befire
canfed to be refored and genen i almofe,they feke to
recouer by more euil fauoured Cheuifaunfes. But God
isnot blynde, notberis his bande shortened:he bathe
begontie to mete with you,and will paye you that be
oweth you tothuttermoft. But whether thow requis
reft me vnfaynedly,to hnowe bow to auoide the plage
to come,or docjt difféble with me,] hade rather thow
shouldeft be founde in fault, than 1 not to doo that X

Ebich ifyewill earncftly doo,no doubt butas Godis
merecifull,fo vill be vfe mer .ForGod
that neuer deceaucd any,but al pradices,
all deceit,and al pradlicers (the workers of deceipt))
promifeth it by the mouthe of his prophet Ezechiel.
IR fayeth be) the wngodly will turne awaye from all
bis finnes that be bathe doneand will kepe all my cia
maundementes,anddoo the thing that is iuft #d right,
doubtlesheshal Iyue dd not dye. For al the fines rhn
bedid before,shall not be thought p3 any more:but
in bis righteoufneffe that e bathe done, be shall lyue,
¥or 1 haue no pleafurin the deathe of a fynner(faieth
God )but that he should repent him of his wicked ly=
feid lyue &c. 1t foloweth in the prophet thus:wher
forerepét and vetsrne frd your wickedneJe,ad your
ik shel notbeyourdftrudi. Cafeefr 0w

before promijed thee. Goddes worde requi dcd
wmaundeth euery man to belpe bis neighbour in worde
and dede,as mucheas in bim lieth, 1will therfore tell
thee my beft adutfe,and bartily pray God thou maieft
earneftly foloweit. All thefe plages that before thots
baft hearde rebearced, famyn, peftilence,fedicid, are
ves deftructiones of countrayes,captiuitie of people,
and alteraciones of fFates are theinfirumentes of God
fent id powredon the people for their fynnes , that
they should be forie id repét thi of their former woice
Red life,call to God for mercie,id leade a newe lifein
bolynefJe and rightcoufiefJe al the dayes of thir life

Yohich

all your vngodlyneffemake you anewe hart id 4 vevw
foirite:wherfore will ye dye, O yo houfe of 1fracl
(tbatis,all fuch as truft to be faued bychrift )feing T
bare no pleafur in the deathe of bim that dieth, fayeth
the lorde God, Turnetherfore, and y: shall lyue.
This &5 not holy water of the conrt,bare wordes of
courfe,as the princesof the worlde vfe , whiles they
800 about to deceaue the poore people with their

practices but befaicthno lefJe,than hewil doo;
mifeth no more,than be will iuftly and fully p
me.Scriptureis full of exdples to proueit. After the
deathe of Gedeon, the children of fraclfel{rom the
Mo wore
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worshipping of the true God,be came 1dolaters , and
worshipped Baalim and Afteroth, and other Goddes
s the Etbikes did,wherfore God plaged them won=
derfully with inuafiones and ouerruning of the Phi
Tiftines by tie fpace of xviij. yedr
wordes todoo penaiice,but god fawe they did but difs
femble xoith him and therfore bewold not beare thé.
But after they hade done penaunce in dede, thatis,
deftroyed the 1doles and caft them out of their coun=
treye,than God fent thé the noblecaptain Iepte, who
defended them, and rewenged the maliceof the philix
frines, Likewife wher the children of ifracl bad in the
tyme of Hiclythe pricft receaucd by the Philiftines
many slaughters of the people, and had loft many ci=
tics and tovmes for the 1dolatrie thei bad commiteed,
dmonicion of Samuel they repented
(6 ye heardbefore)and turned to God , God turned
to them,and was mercifull. Andwhan the philiftines
i prepared a wonder]ull great force againft the
1 of tjrdel, God fent fodayuly fucha terrible
ndve and lightenynz, that they were difperfed and
é of fracl pfecuted thé dd sle=
v cities, d all that they bad
onites dd 1dumites thought
toh e luda in the tyme of hing Jofaphat,
et woh.an the hing dd bis people lamented to God aind
called for mevcie, God turned awaie bis wrathe , and
poured it o their enemies , and madethemto ful out

ationg

et whan by th

amongthem felues,andfo to kilone an other. &uhan
Benadab thehing of Siriabefieged Samaria,ther was
Jo great & fami in thecitie,thatwomé ctetheir owne
childrenzbut whan king Yoramad the people fil to re
pentaiice,id called to God for miercie,they had in one
daie pleitic of al thinges. For God fent fuch a terrour
among the Sivianes withthe noife of armour, that
they fled,id lefte all their vitaile bagge and baggege
behinde then for thofe of Samaria. Ye haue bearde
before alfo how olofernes and Sénacherib that inuas
ded Jfracl, woere with their holc armics defroied of
God,after the people repéted thé of their finnes an
called for mercie, Andf> ye hauc inumerableexiples
of the great mercie of God towarde al that repented
truly,and called for mercie. As of the citie of Niniue,
whom albeit God had threatencd vtterly to deflroie
thE,yet whi God fawe they were penitét for their for
4 it ad called vto bi for mercie, be swithe
is plage , ad heli out bis mercifil hinde oer
foye(guodcoiitrey mé in truc englifhe hare
tes)ij ye wil in time earncfty repét you of your fine
mes, leauc your 1dolatrie,id bonour and worfhip God
truly s yewere taught,i bieffed hig Edwardes time,
abborre the foude phitafies and flifine tradiciones of
mé,i toth: fincere worde of God, id be defia
rous of the kovelage of t:leane your blafbhemie and
waitie [wearing id borrible forfwearing ad periur
o loger hate your countreie, bt be true and faithe
i fil
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full to it byall godly meanes [eke the wealthe and
faucgarde of itif ye wil obey Goddes comaiidemtcs
before your gouernours, id your goucrnours in
is godly boneft,and iuft,and ot lles:1f ye willleaue
your bawdrie,horedome 1d bitcherye, d driue out of
‘al places al hoores, booremdgers
fuche as fawour d maitene th
eruclmurthering of the Saintes of God &d inn
adratber your felues be cit to fuffre all martirdos
me,thi ye wil embrewe your fingres i their blood,or
cifent o itsif yewil leauc opprefing of your neigh=
bours your fubtiltie,crafte and deceat,dd your felues
Leaue to lowe gredinefJe, and inordinate defire of the
traffe of this worlde: if you leae yourinwarde bat
reed,grudgedd malice oncto another,if the nobilitie
will loue &d chearifhe the cmonaltie,ad the comones
bonour id loue the nobiltie:if one wil [hewe him [elf
abrother and neighbour in dedeto another: thi no
doubt if ye doo thefe shiges i3 the botome of the har
tethat the mouthead harte agreetogether,your fi=
enges dd doinges beal one:thanshall ye peease, that
God wilbe eafilyintreatedto turne.Thi maie ye bols
dly ashe of Godin Chrifles name,d yourdefires shal
bebearde ad graiited. But ye maiei nowife diffemble
svith b, 4s the 1fraclites did,whi they faicd thei wold
cmitte no more 1dolatrie,d yet kept their 1doles 48
you pulled downe your ymages,but yet hept them fe=
eretly in your chibres;nor yet 4 Yudas 1fearioth di:,
who

who lamented bis finnes id repéted,but returned not
to God:nor yet ot your felues did diffemble in the lefi
fweat,whiles Goddes whippe s in your neckes, but
e muft cleanedoo avaic the olde m3 and put on the
newe:ye muft refife id caft awaiealleuilles, and doo
that is good,d euer fludi to do that shal pleafe God,
ad innowife loke(at lottes wife did Ybackewarde:bue
fill goo forewarde. And thi if ye call to God for mere
cie,putting your fil id onely truft in him,be wil beas
e you,id take i3 you thofe plages that lie on you,id
theother which moft certainly (if ye repétnot,hang
ouer yot, and wil come ypon you Than wil he fende
30w bis benedictis for maledidtid,pleitic or fami, bead
the for peftiléce,peace or warres quietnes for trouble,
Por cruel tirinic,a godly id iufle gouernemit:for fedia
cid,fuche firce ad power, thit you beig 4 fowe,shalbe
hable to withfEide all the tirannes of the worlde,and

enemies of God id our cofitrey, id viterly cofide the
addeftrotc thé. Yeshall awoidethe eternal paines of
bel prepared for finners:and at leingbt ye shalbe fure

alfo tomake achaiige i3 your eartbly cofitreysto the

beauély ParadifesfiG variable Englad,to the cafbung

Jerufalems{r the capany of men,to the flowefhip of
Angelles:from mutable and frowning coiitenatiees of
worldely powers, o the wnchaiigeable id moft c3fora

tablefight of the kig of all kinges,our moft mercifil

eternal heauily father.Towho with the fonne id the
boly gooft, be all honour, praife and glory nawand
euer, Amen,
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