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! | ADVERTISEMENT.

ONSIDERING how much political and moral

ne is imputed to me, in the book on which T

|
di I tked, why |
1 | filent oceeded from
| e
3 e book in queftion
) ¢ 8th of Novemb: .
A contained a fyll h
book 5 before,
;F' t 4 Reform, which I underfto
The former being then ou
i laid upon my ftudy
h th
! |
|
g
F! |
1

s N

e = e 8
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ADVERTISEMENT,

noticed in general terms the a
ine; expr

he had made upon
inconfiftency of his own

s 1 difcovered the THE
n the world,

circumflances, it will appear that | COMMONWEALTH
¢ much with what was paff
as well as that 1 was eafily

Siverted, even from getting into my poliefion

 pamphlet which had been widely circulated, and had, as IN DANGER.
1 underfood, attrated much attention : andy md L not

cen called to town s 2

ip

rom ¢
1 did ot bufy myelf
he political Yearre

e

i upations of my m.m might

! b cocion,and kept e fgno- FHE tremendoufly awful fituation in which,
o ant of €0 ich w ', by any per

} mat o die b e as a people, we now ftand, muftarreft the attena

tion of every thinking man. It has arrefted that of

I certain! at lalt with great advantage, for _ i
e i o\t el ioeviBRREE Eovrthe the writer. Abroad, we arc involved in a war,
on the trial of Thomas Hardy, was clofed 3 new in all its charalters, and of an afpect truly

the proceedings in that caufe, and the doc=
2t panphle illaftrate cach other in no fmall )
tishied that they were in fact links much ground to hope for a cordial reunion; unlefs
Britifh T,vluH\ ;—the diftant

and daring con-

Ceatbationy: Althoagh the Jecifins into better temper, remind us of
Iy ailowin,

alarmin,

at home, we are difunited, without

T R T s

a due fenfe of the common danger fhall bring us

the duty of mutual~

patt errors, and b

, not only &

i e | .

B P vading influence is felt in what- more Cuam..blL interpretation of one another’s

£ : s the public and is found o af prefent defigns, buta confcientious endeavour to
: g with every political queftion of o s 3ok p

J st s, A divelt ourfelves of the prejudices of party, and to

T e biving Effy, it was a fenfe of this influence, e devore our utmoft powers, and exert our united en=

cjudice I had to encounter from a
1 writings, which induced me

more than of
mifreprefentat o of
an Introdud

deavours, to fave the ftate.

e prefent melancholy circ
ho fhall fa

mitances of

that Britain wil

B

prove

e U
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2 ‘THE COMMONWEALTH

equal to the conteft which feems to await her
. Young, in the Amals of Agricaltare, No. 129,
) & republic

o

Irawn a picture of the Frenc

15 and calls

¢ our moft ferious reg

1 tegms that cannot be refifted, to look

, and withoue delay, t the fecurity of our own

But s reafonin

cem exceptionable; and as \1‘5[7:1 wipal propofal
ic fafety falls, in my opinion, fome-

for our dome

what fhort of what the nature of the cafe, and the

the following remarks and fuggef-

S e

tions are offered to the public.

According to Mr. Xoung, the French repub

through unforefeen caufes, is at length become of a

makes it in fact, as to its nature

o

e

d effence; what the wonderful republic of Sparta

was in antient times. Bur inafmuch as the terri-
tory of France, efpecially if it fhall be extended to

the Zuyder Zee, will be of infinitely greater mag-

nitude than ¢ e of Laconia, not execed
ng i u¢ the county of Lincoln; e power
of W re ¢ infinitely more formi-

e

5, than was that with

s Comp Its very exiltence, co

its own y,Mml difeafes, and the prodigious

ployed to deftroy it in the cradle,

courts and peoy

e A e A e

¢ o e power. All

fortifications nature and of art fall before it.

Wh

¢ appear the numerous and veteran armies
legions, like tor=
overwhelm them.
; and Mr. Zoung,
wences from the

who had expeed other confeq

war, is led by his difappointment and the farprize

ioned,

hough his principal inquiry is, how to aver the

o an inveftigation of thofe caufes 5

ger to ourfelves from an enemy fo formidable.

of our fubjet, I
m, and it is what M Young feems

that T !r.\vc to
others more ac-
ters than myfif.
the war m\v'(" or could not have been
 duty of minifters to

7, is a queftion which every one muft

41501484
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i THE COMMONWEALTH
decide for himfelf as well as he can* The
common arguments on this head take us, in general,

no farther back than to the period of our own inter~

ference in a

P

ar comme;

1 by other partics.
1

when we contemplate that inlarged witdom

¢ which belongs to the eharaéter of fatef-
men, perhaps the quellion

ot be properly deci-
ded, without afcending to a higher period of time.

"The period to which T allude, is that at which th

French ki

cepted the conftitution in 1791.%
On the point under confideration 1 wifh to fpeak

with difidence. 1 do ot want unjully to crimi-

nate any men; nor to add to our

Bu if theiwar by the influence e el
wmight have been prevented, if our fatefinen fhould
have any recoll
tunity and the means, they muft now T truft be
difpofed, on reviewing feenes of which no tongue

tons of having had the oppor-

can deferibe the horrors, to fheath as foon as
poffible the cruel fword.

of the Fren

h king’s accept-
was not the peaceful,

4

in which the French conducted
ng of the difpute, and the infuferable
, will be feen in the

lin and lord Grewwille,

M. Ch

New Anm

tembe the 13ths
blocdlefs

IN DANGER. 5
Bloodlefs revolution thercby accomplifhed, the joy
of the public heart, and a theme of general congra

tulation and praife in this country? Was it not a
d when a clofer alliance with France would
have been acce;

e to this nation? Might not
Britifh Ratefinen have conceived the intrigues and at-

ts which werelikely to take place for overthrow-

ing the new libesties of Fraice ; and the probabilities

war would be amonglt the means re-

rred to0? Had the interefts of royalty and liberty in
that country found advocates in their bofoms; had
the peace of Eurgpe
the quict and profpe

mployed their thoughts; and
ty of Great Britain, fo depen-
mony, called forth ¢

dent on ¢ eir anxious

cares and fo for their pre

vation; what

couid have been more

ral, politic and honour~
able, than to have ftepped forward with alacrity as

fincere and cordial friends, to have fupported the

tottering infancy of French freedom, and to have

manifelted in the cyes of Europe that the preferva-
tion of that freedom and of general tranquility could
not to Britain be obje&s of indifference? Had fuch
been their magnanimous and glorious policy, it
feems even more than probable that the war would

not have taken piace; the confiitution of
1789 would gradually have taken r
Lauis XVI. might at this day have b

giftrate of a free people.
B3 Or
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s generous fentiment
he fuppofed weaknefs of a riv al nation tempt
them to a cold and infidious neutrality, waiting for
the confufions it was to p! e, and

se, for purpofes of natio

sement and patronage ? - And had they a

motives referable to domelt

Yikely to prefs upon them

at continental

fo man

parrying the thrufts of ref

ions on which 1 prefume

are qu

If there

hearts which they can tous

# « We have reafon t ¢ that the intervention of the

with France, and the

ns, whether well or ill {

¢hen be of ufe. If not, it

y; and b

ve fhall have tl

fich a reconciliation of p
momeat, as the exigency of our fituation feems to

from whom

the force of Franc

« greater than in any former period, and Europe
« grembling around ;*” 2d, That a natural refule
t0 be expeded is, that this force, in confequence
of the peculiarities of its origin, will « dafh in
< picces the whole fubric of European trade and
« induftry which has taken three centuries to
¢ That annihil:

<« form ; on is the

« pable fate of th

e whole body of landlerds” in

iis and the other civilifed countries;* 4th,

That we require an ¢ union of all that is refpetable

< in the kingdom to oppofe that united mafs of

< atrocity which thr

atens to overthrow every cftas
« blifhed government, and fweep from its very
« bafis all that renders mankind fuperior to brutes
sthy « While war is decidedly for the inte-

“ reft of every man in arms, and every man in

will they re: ve recourfe to peace—

* Annals of Agr Pages 281, 283, 284,

B4 will
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8 THE COMMONWEALTH

determine that
g I#” 6ih, “A
be the moft
¢ favourable to the eftablihment™* of a fyf-

< will they not more prob:

< there never fhall be ai ch
«

war vibrating in its cvents wou

tem in France fimilar to that of Sparta or Laco-

< a great camp, with no employment but arms for

and he a

< every free man in
manners of the French are chan;

ed; * the eg

which is introduced, and the banihment, death,

¢ or ruin of all who k
< blifthed

courage, that may have cffedts, if not entirely

fortunes, &c. have efta-

fimplicity, a ferocity,

id a hardy

¢ fimilar to the inftitutions of Lycurgus, fufficiently
fo to render Francea camp and its foldiers the
#¢ terror of the world.” 7th, ¢ But the circum-

tance moft intereiting is, the enormity, re-

« fourees, extent, and encrgy of the force which
# has thus been created,”® which, * ought
«

to alarm every individual that has proper
« any country of the globe;” « that this force |
“ by

# tion ou

n greacly underrated,” and 1 its manifeft
¢ to increafe the terror of all its neigh
¢ bours.” 8th, That the incredible refources
# created in Francs” are « upon principles that

* Analy of Agriculfure, No. 129, Pages

93, 289, 296,

€€ feg

2. 3
« fer all experience and all ancient policy at de-
ance,*”

Such are the outlines of our danger, We will

now attend to the mea

15 pointed out by Mr. Foung,
2 our fecu

rity.

gth. As the power of France < is abfolutely in-
« confiftent with the fafety of her neighbours,”
and < incompatible with the exiftence of property
“ in any coul

y of Europe;”™® « the repub-

muft nt be allowed to < cftas
« blifh itklf permanently,” but muft be  op-

< lican fyftem,’

< pofed with the moft determined vigour, and on

« principles as energetic as its own.’*  1oth,

mitation of conventional energy,
nce all fociet

The firft propofed

is either to

es profefling to meet
« o reform abufes,™® or to let them count
amonglt < the wret

in prifons.” 11th, To
enrol, arm and officer a militia of « Five hune
< dred thoufand” mens* ¢ furtify our advania-
¢ geous pofis to an impregnable frengths and con-

* It is plain they fet at defiance the expericnce and caloula~
tions of Mr. Yuung, who in his Example of France, p. 185, 186,

complete ftatement of t

them ; and

es 28, 300, 30T

< pruc

41501484
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THE COMMONWEALTH

As

< firusl o capacious ci

ne that we

540

« ferve

., nothing probably can fave the world but

« fuch a concert of every power in

13th, A new ¢

« notyet taken p

military quixotifim is to be tried )
ep: we muft « penetrate by the Seine to
# Dunkirk, Gravelines, and Ca :

o -

red” in our fo cam=

all driven out, and the

ely with emigrants ;™%  when
ve fhe muft in time, Ruffian

might be landed at once in the heart

vention in the mean

k line of

attacke
75, the country fhould have been made
e of the common caufe ;¥

or principle of attack can be

v or the ea

« defart, at the exp

but as « no fo
¢ efied, if the people

the Convention, arc

aid to thofe who come

« 2 yranieesTo of faturc

4 g0 their

< Tiberty cc d out

fftent with royalty fhould be
Bject of the all

No.

IN DANGER.

s
d inftructin,

hus exhort

the cal

ing to comfort his country-

urope, and at

pes that may be enterrained,

re-eftablifhing monarchy on i
im* in F o
brie A 3

n our
¢ ¢ 1 com-
mon fee which ¢ ) ¢
Nt e ands an al of different
s / often lovked for and fo
rarel the war fuc-
c 1; call for n
ew principles be-not fufficient to infure it,
g ever delufi ir allies a
mon 1 o B
: 2 noment which de-
n ampled vigour, i is beyond the
: ; : the deficiency. Sucu
g JUBLE ATTENTION TO
LY ROV FOR THE DEFENCE

niversity Library, Mizuta Library, 41501484
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12 THE COMMONWEALTH

1 the wifdom of

s this, then, the goal to whi
inifters has conducted the nation! Is this our

« indemnity for the paft, and fecurity for the fu-
« ture!” s this the report to be made to a con
fiing Houe of Commons! But what fhall I {
h has with fo wonder-

of my country at large, W
ful an infatuation given its fanétion to this work of
madnefs and of blood! Quem Deus
prius dementat,

ce of one b
d rivers of blood

f the recent rememt

seoenty-one willions of money a

to eftablifh taxa-

ifhed in the iniquitous attemp

tion without reprefentation, with its difgraceful
events if adebt of three hundred millions * fter-

ling, with a yearly faxation exceeding the whole
yearly rent of the foil ; and if a petition to the Houfe
of Commons offering proof at the bar of that
Houfe, that it does mot reprefent the Peoplest if

3

* With the additions of the prefent war it now

words are, *¢ Your Petitioners, in affirming that your
“ Honourable Houfe is not an adequate reprefentation of the
pgland, do but flate @ fa@, which, if the word

« People of

« Reprefentation’ be accepted in its fair and obvious fenfe, they
mental to their

« are ready to prove, and which they think det

. » The
“ interefts, and contrary to the fpirit of the co on.” The
& and candid M. Yaurg, who, for the purpofe of agrimo-

IN DANGER. 13

confiderations have been infufficient to

2 to a fenfe of fome impending cal
fear that although an Hampden, or an Alfred w
to sife from the dead to give her counfel, fhe

would not liften to their voice. The nation’s in-
confiltency, is not amongft the fmalleft tokens of

its latent difeafe. The writings of a pamphleteer

can throw it into agonies of apprehenfion; but
neither the difcom

ture nor treachery of its allies ;
rmies; nor the rolling forward of
that irrefiftible torrent of military lava poured from
the volcanic bofom of France, which threatens it
with extinétion as a people, can do more than
ba

the ts

ght of

ly fuffice to give fome zeft to the news of the

day. O, Influence, how faftinating d

powers |

0, Corruption, how extended thy fiway |

Where now are our Alarmifts >—our lo

fociations 2—worn out with carcs an

1o circumvent thofe defperate men, the Reformers
do they now fleep ? Hear they not the trumpet.
whofe found they fo lately obeyed with fuch pa-

his ufual way, that is, =

the wwords of the author, (p. fays, (and no farther off

in the preceding page) * The

that government ;

« government principles of
¢ neither more nor lefs than nonfenfe.

that the Jjfindtim is theirs, 2

41501484
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triotic alacr

not its voi

get th

mt

invaded France, in defen

hat when the French,

become the inv

ffembling, in order o c

THAT CONSTITUTION t0 whic fie
attached, on the p

It of their inguiries to t

ndry

¢ % « Thofe who have

« dunger in dhis war, fron iaonK ol i
i have theis moti p

Aih

whitat
liam ones, now A.]u e i it St
Bengal; a Plan of Afici

ciples, for the pa

nee,” by Sir Wil

Court of
, on confitutional prin-

counties of Grear B

on the

? part of a plan of national defence, is what

every houfeholder will not only difcover to be 7

but reguired of bim, by the law, as a

e duty he awes his country.  Unlefs prepared

as the law poi
power with

tion ; nor

ts out, he can neither aid the civil

country 4

laws for peace and defence to
forgetfolncfs, Lord K

the inquifitive,

(p- 65.) will i

B}

41501484
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16 THE COMMONWEALTH

Frances but that we are brought | recifely into that

fituation which, thinks, © DEMANDS DOUBLE

« ATTENTION TO THE MEANS OF PROVIDIN
€ FOR THE D E OF THIS ISLAND;  We are to
prefume that fomething yer more efficacious tt

aroving five bundred thoufand men is in bis opinion
neceffary s the force recommended,

a concert of the

while he reck

European powers

<« Ruffians to

and an @

« the b

own premif
the likelieft mear
rity that giant whof
of Europe can reift, furely foch a propofal could
of fober counfel ; but

Jing to a dreadful matu-

very infancy not all the hofts

not have been the effec
at fort of courage w

h
s the features of tt ich

deferation alone infpires. A more fedate fortitude
now bec ill be time enough o give
he reins to , when upon Britifh foil we

ser or to die.  If we are

fhall be ca
Britons are

to meet the war at our Own gat
to bleed defe
lies and fircf
equal to the tafk. Men with a f

heir own la

it that we

ides, 1 ¢

IN DANGER. 17

But knowing the folid, concentrated * wedge-

< like force” of our enemy’s phalan, to be vic-
torious, we muft be united, Diffention muft be
put away : and mutual confidence once more taken
to our bofoms. Squinting fufpicion and poliuted
treachery muft no longer be our torment and dif-

5 but the generous, manly opennefs of free

men again become our charaeriftic. Internal
alarm, thank God and our laws, begins to fubfide s
and I trult will leave nothing behind it to prevent
a reconciliation of partics. THE ENEMY Is AT
THE GATE, AND WE MUST D FRIENDS, OR PERISH:
Adverfity is the fchool of the fublime virtues.
Neceffity is an cloquent reconciler of differences.
By means the moft fimple, fhe bends the will, and
enlightens the underftanding. By faying to Britain,

BE AN ARMED NATION, fhe

cures her defence,
and feals her freedom. A million of armed men*
fupporting the ftate with their purfe, and defending
it with their lives, will know that none have fo
great a flake as th

more right to have a voice in the dire&ion of

mfelves in the government; nor

affuirs.  The circle of reprefentation will confe-
quently be at leaft co-extenfive with the circle of
arms.  Hence arming

s the people, and reforming

parliament, are infeparable.

at leat will be our force, as foon as we refort to the
al pri

iples of our Saxon conft

41501484
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18 THE COMMONWEALTH

wations will have

But fome diftempered

that the third ¢ ¢ to be created by, to

reprefent,  to the people them-

affeted fears are to
fource, from whence flowed the s policy,

<« for the laft centuries,’

be r the Towe

or for Bedlam ; and 1 truth he u
5 | ated as other

tered, would double
conftirutional truths have latel

n treated in

ser of the

n arming the people, muft
the power of de-

fons, have

R, 1
For my own part, I do not feel the force of
this mode of 1

IN DANC

afoning ;

and before I can
nd infz

a French |

ble revenge

towards 2

and the bloody-minded
E ofoms, T muft

fa. The fuppofition incl

potifin in the crown; ir

from nobles as numerous and rap

igion ;
pricfthood ; and that deluge of na-
and impicty whic

apure. |

pathy of w

fer]

nati

Roman people abolifh Patric

y Kin, Do the armed

and diffolve go-

s, and the

I

41501484
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20 THE COMMONWEALTH
When 1 fiid that arming the people and ref

the parliament are infeparable; 1 faid it in com-

ing

pliment to the underftandings of our minifters;
for I certainly do not fufpect them of the folly of
thinking, that a Britifh Houfe of Commons oug

not to be chofen by, to reprefent, and be refpon-
fible to the Commons of Britain. In the cafe then

of calling thofe Commons to arms, I fho
truft to that prudence, or, as Mr. Burke terms it,
retion,” by which the counfels of

that « civil difc

: flatefinen are governed, d

5

at on a queltion

en defended by a militia ; but that the mili-

were the caufe of their

ver be proved ;—and though Rome had a5
zens, tho her fenators

plebeians had fre-
power, where THE BALANCE WAS UN-

, when in the greatct

“ cations and feceflior
+ all times to ir country, they

never lifte centusics not
“ lif s Joft their cor nd it was not until
« the natare changed, until their legions re-
« ceived ported into diftant provinces, and never

# foffered 1
# not until the hon
« STANDING ¥

il wars, deftrucive to the C

cupations ; in @ word,

a-men of Reme were changed into

ORCES, that their s blazed out into

utional

which

IN DANGER. i

which has fo long agitated the public mind, and
now fo peculiarly occupies it, they would a&t ac-
cording to what they believe to be the true fenfe of
the nation on the fubject. Sanguine as I am,
and have been for many years paft, to fee that

Hou!

eformed, I fhall be well content, and even

lefirous, that the reform may not precede the
national with. Amidk the calamities of this
awful moment, when we mult either arm in a
mafs, or ceafe to be a people, it is to me a con-
folation the moft folid, that the meafure of arming,
muft either fet us at the fame time about reforming 5
or at leaft obtain that moft important quettion, 4
fair bearing.  And here again, T fhall ruft in the
wifd

of minifters. When the Britith Commons,
by the ftern voice of neceflity, fhall be called in a
mafs to arms, when they fhall thereby feel and know,
that, not by a minifter of the war depar

nt,
not by a ftanding army, not by any of the inven-

tions of ¢ the three lalt centuries,” their liberties

and conftitution are to be prefcrved, but by

ETR OWN IMMEDIATE GUARDIANSHIP, THEIR

OWN PERSONAL, INDIVIDUAL EXERTIONS, THE

R

OWN UNDERSTANDINGS AND COURAGE; under

fuch circumftances, 1 fay, minifters will be too

wife to bring themfelves under a fufpicion, of re-
warding proftitute journalifts, fo

tering through the land the poifon of corrupt and
acbitrary doctrines; or of patronizing perverted

41501484
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22 THE COMMONWEALTH

THE CLOSE OF THE EIGHTEENTH Delenda ef Carthago

) its lunatic attempts to wrife do

T

f Britain fe

1all to be feek-

when the al

At this crifi

deferting by one;

—

of

he conflitution, wi

the gra

=

itfelf, and the

can Britain, deferted, abandoned,
et to have |

She muft, ere long,

-—She muft

. 1f a conqueft

what it fhould

not entertain

pect to find the war in Treland. She mut prepar

to meet the Repu in Kent, in Hamp

Pire.

She has to

{yltem of government,

with a
equal, that nation is G

T

5 eopl rolific in new ids n the
n France behold a rivaL. |

acteriftic of a bot

of calling old t

blac

s ambition, 4o
wecks they b

In exat proportion. s e e
Rl ey have fubjected to new denom
ival is great lable, the magni -
i 5 we therefore be furprized 3
2l - 1 r future defigns, and as one of thof

know how to touch

Y S T

d at his very lifes |
y it up to their

; recaliation and ex

enefs

tirpation pofiefs his

Roman, Pom Rome

g = e e e

41501484
lagoya University Library, Mizuta Library, 41501484



SR e

5

e

S 8

et R Ve ¢

24 THE COMMONWEALTH

But whether the
fefted or not;

there is yet

another motive which may impel them to the cn-
terprize alluded to, We have ﬂlmpr(\ them o

their foreign poffeflions ; we have deftroyed their

external trade; and we have annibilated in a man.

anu!

ner every fafture not applicable to domeftic

purpofes and to war. Whar, then, is the Con

en

tivation of the land,

i fupply of do-
and military manufature:

5 how is this
ry, if difbanded on a fudden, to find

er employment or fubfiftence ? Is not here a

danger, which in the j

dgment of the Convention,
be thought infinitely greater, than that of in-

this ifland >—an ifland inhabited by a pis-
ARMED DEMOCRACY, who were firft

ced, as difaffected to their mmmnﬂmmn, and

tra-

then committed to the cultody of the armed bod
guards of an Oligarchy, raifed for defe
rotten-borough incroachments on the democratic
h of the legiflature.

ding their

ge was wiitten, our newfpapers have given

, fuffciently firong 1o prepare us fos

Whag

IN DANGER. 23

t then is there in the pre

nt pofture of

i invafion? Are there fifty thou-

England to forb
{

ns Anc!ud g the militia, and the

and men in

ments of your wafted

new cavalry - Recal the o
army from the continent, and colle@t every fol-
dier within your reach, you will not ftll mufter

who have

one bundred thoufand mens Tl

more than a million, ftung with revenge, flufhed

t, and for whom the

rulers it

with cong
find an enemy to attack, 3
appear very formidable,  Neither fhould T feel
over-confident of our fecurity, had we even Mr.
Young's five bind
and officered;* although they were alfo in fome de..

gree trained ; for unlefs our preparations for de-

fuch a force r

y not

d thoufand wen, inrolled, armed,

¢ go to the full extent of our population, and

the means which the Saxon principles of ou

tution fo admirably point

we oppofe our invaders “ o principles as e
&< a5 their own;”t when we fhall have manured

the foil of England with our blood, we may not

vet be able to r:

but it

nfimit it to our pofterity;

may be parcelled out amongft our conguerors ;
w.\x England, fo long the gloty of nations, may
fink into a military colony of Fra

1 have not forgotten the B nor am [

ignorant of its value; but when my countrymen,

* Annals of Agriculture, No, 129, Page or. +1Ib. 289

indulgi

= IRy
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onal vanity were th its nav

f

ner

prejudice

> fhall remind us of our vicor
wnd La Ho

that there was a:

rotection

rom fuch a and tho

B

will do we

a differen

t, and from

French Monarc

between a Louis and

my anf

ing to the confi
« Lay not this fl
% -

to protect you

Ye was Hannibal

very foundations of

How it has of late perfors

o the coun

Lift but too plainly c carrying the wa ry of the C
and Ca

/ is not victorious; nor

I

ginians. She carried it th

But our Hain

tremble at his

Retreating from poft to poft,

have to hope s,

that an glith Adm from river to ri

will do with fbips

the French Cor

man can do ; but be

e

S

s

i Dals

£ A

41501484
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28 THE COMMONWEALTH

fhould be cruifing off Brefl, to prevent another
£ French army vifiting Jre

d; who is it that can
anfwer for the fafety of the country? A change of
wind may then take place: a ftrong wefterly wind

may

; our fleet up channel, and drive it into
the Downs* By this time the French tranfports
are returned in fafety, and again loaded with a
fecond embark
The weftern ¢

0 of troops and ammunition.
countics are now expofed; and the
Breft army, inftead of fteer
near Pl

ring for Ireland, lands
'h; while other bodies from all the
ports between Ufbant and St. Maloes diret their

e e

courfe to fome important point in the neighbour-
hood of Portfinouth.— Astacked at fo many points,
who fhall fay the country mighe not be fubdued,
befe ed people could arm, and put
themfelves in a pofture of defence

re the wiprepa

T

If fuch events as I have deferibed are pofible,
even although France had no line-of-battle navy,

S i

: * Or it might be a maneeuvre of France to the naval
1 v ¢ 1/ Indics, provided they previoufly fecured a porr,
i by #, or other means. In this cafe, our grand
3 i ther our coafts or our commerce at home

From London, as a centre, to the coaft of Effex, to Mar
te, to Deal, to I

0 Po

outh, or to any intermediate

in this circle of coaft, the diftance does not exceed

M__‘_,..._‘.

1 how

et e

IN DANGER. 29

Jow much more poffible are they, when fhe has a
flect of large fhips fo confiderable in number,

it is the employment of a very large part of U
motions. But if

Britith navy to attend upon ¢hei
navies of Spain and Holland thould

any part of the

fpeedily come into the hands of France, €

of naval force might become more nearly eq i

not in favour of our encmy.

remembered, that on the profperity of F

the prefent flate of things, the lofs of twen

imprefion; whereas fuch a dif
would be dreadful indeed. Having neit

colonies, nor foreign commerce €0 prote

confequence of being an @

vulnerable to any attack we can make upon

ritory, to her a navy is not an arm of defence, bu
of offence. As neither her national, her colonial,

fior her commercial exiftence depends

for the accomplifhment of any grand

1

y be her policy to hazar

that it cannot be beaten without mu

being done to the viétors, w hu can lefs afford to

waite any of their naval ftrength, The n

Landon, of a glorious victory crowned
capture of a dozen fhips of t}

our crippled A

t, migh

if accompanicd with intelligence that a large anmy

had made good its Janding on our fhore.

When

41501484
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32 T COMMONWEALTH

wafk. So cheap do I hold

ges of miniftry asa

means to fave
cafion I fho

did we not rec

Tate, that even on the prefent oc-

to lay a ftre(s upon it,

the infufferable arr e with

ters treated the in

France, and how they vilified and infulted every one
wich whom we mult now treat, if treaty be not al-
togecher rejeted. Tt were therefore the dictate not

non decency,

of recon-

this nation fhould do it through

ut when,

ng the Houfe of
Commons, arm

d changing our

miniftry, we

proper level f
treating with d -minded republicans  of
France,a , & ne lifficu

tion prefents itfelf. Refitutions

and a litele confider 1 fhes

intereft fo to do. At prefe

France of her Neww Fith f
tlements in Hirdoflan, and he s Ylands.

ceafe being
y has but two fup-

re, we re-

fufed to reftore any thing, fhe : make
Peace, Tt would rui then, to
have perpetual war, for the fak ining our
conquefts? I fear ic would bz paying t0o dear for

them,

arming, b etual

vigilance, and by meeting: every attack w
fpirit of Englifhmen, we could defend our owa

ifland; how could we defend a commerce fpread

over the face of the

Has not recent experience

France was m unparallele

fhe yet could find means to prey upon our Trade to
amoft alarming cxteat? What then muft be the

cafe, when, fafe by land, fimilar. exertions fhall be

direéted towards her navy, and againtt the com-
d be a

vith. Briufh

merce of this country! fuch a war woul

amen equal to her utmof

capital would be employed to furnith a rich Lot

and re

s of war as well as trade; and none put to fea

o fieets and with ftong convoy. And what

woull commerce be werth, carried on at fuch
an enorm &
D [
* Is the aftonifhing indifference of our merchants to

1 of this co a proof of that

efent fituati
3

of which they

ng and deci-

nut henceforth bring into utter contempt the

cautile man ; and mark bim, in

41501484
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reft ending in a

every view of the prefer

1 war between the two nations, it is big with

ry ; and has I truft fo lictle charms

1 to this cour

the eyes of the Fre

ch government, that nothing
extremity will urge them to it T perfuade
nyfcif they mean yet to be a civilized nation, and

0 et

ltivate the arts of peace. 1 am fure it is our
ntereft not to counteradt fuch inclinations. It
were good policy methinks, if I may fo exprefs it,
rfhip on 1

her into hoftility

to take France into partn eral terms

the very

Wide enoueh

rade. The world is
Befi

ing next neighbours,

ought cfpecially to cultivate a mutual inercourfe,
the neareft markets are generally the fafeft and
beft.

The general interefts of commerce are at ¢
moment critically fruated, and very mucl

on the fate of France. By the late af

confirmation of the fagacity of Smitk,

to enter the clofet of a minifler. £

thefe money-hunting gentlemen truft to the wings of

for tranfporting them in profperity and fafety to o

ofe property is in land muft remai

pitylefs pelting of the approaching florm; ev

fecms t0 be ime for looking to their retreat;
g <( war may fcorch their pape

ombination

IN DANGER. 35

combination formed ag;

ft her on one hand, and

by the almoft fupernatural energy fhe has mani

fefted on the other hand, her people are well-nig]

driven into that fingular ft

e of fociety, adapted

only to
diffi

e

£ prefervation and

to return into thofe paths of

and refinements on which cor \‘.\x.rc"
fatal muft it be to

return {]

he commerce of

ould be made wholly

What has France even to fear from a perpetual
war with all the maritime world ? The adventurers

of all countries would flock to her ftandard, and
pirate under |

er flag. Her fhips, not being worth

fighting for, no private adventurers would crui

trade of all nations would be

againtt her; and th

her prey. It were poffible to drive her againft her

natural hab hor

or elfe to an extremity more confined in its obje@,
but perhaps more fatal to ourfelves. For the fake,
then, of humanity, and of all that adorns the ciyili=
zed world, but efpecially for the fake of ourfelves
1 our pofterity, it is to be hoped that fhe will be

ion, to re

induced, by our temper and mo: a

into the pa

hs of pea

What are the prec

fe reftitutions to be made or
conditions to be acceded to on our part, it may be
prefim

ion in an individual to think of pointing
D2 ou

rary, Mizuta Library, 41501484
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3 THE COMMONWEALTH

ut at fich an epoch as the prefent, when the

1 governments, like their own Jight and
ed coin, feem as if they would not long be
, bus wit one by one return to theit

155, to receive weight, purity and a new

1p; it may be of importance to fuggeft that
negociators ought to elevate their minds and extend

cir ideas to higher and more enlarged fyfiems o

policy, than have hitherco occupied the atzention of

courts. In treating with the French, we ought, as

can be fhaken off; to get

ndednefs of rival

TOW-I

; and air

ance and friendfhip, calculated to perpetvate

liberty and peace to the two nations, and gradually
t0 extend thofe bleflings to all the nations around,
by means only which the fricteft moralift muft ap-

iithed for what-

prove. Thefe two nations, difting
ever benefits, adorns and dignifies human nat

Ko
the bufy marts of the globe, the gay feencs of cle
gance and focial hap

inefs, the crowde

eful feats of indufiry, arc,

, the pea

1l become as it we

and liberey, v

cs of Man, the attradtive reforts ¢
here the willing ftudents, imbibing
lelightful leffons, thof flores of ki
ennobling fentiments, and thofe g

dutics and the rights of men, with
gheen the
1 will r

r countrymen, the er

ke a rapid pro

IN DANGER: 77
rivalfhip muft remain, hither be it directed. What
a field s here, for the race of emulation!

What a magnificent theatre, for the exercife of a
bloodlefs ambition !

The wotld, I fay, is wide enough for us both 3

and when onr governments fhall be fo re

that war, which, although a

difcord deftroying nations, is ¢

Snrelbrained mobaichyS Rl s 6 rftocre
fhall never be revived between us, until rbe real
iuterelt of the people on cither fide
isa cafe fo fa
poflible) we r

wire it, (which
from probable, that it s fear

ce of durable peace, a total exti

fe reduction of taxes, an

Arming the people, v

hich is a fundamental of
national freedom and fecurity, at the fame time that,

at a trifling expence it would render us unc

quer-

free us from the F that

* "The myftery and iniquity of Was, its real ca

of its prevention,

toth ;',..J\,.Jow

Efy
at if he will inftrd

m and vistue, . Tl behis di

enormous

=l
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38 THE COMMONWEALTH

nous expence at which we keep up a ftand

in liker

army. An alliance w

a bafis of fricndthip, fincericy and wifdom, m

lieve us alfo from a la

+e proportion of

which an immenfe navy is created, repaired and
maintained. ~ When 1 afk, <why is our navy fo

Jarge " the anfiwer muft be, ¢ that it may not be in=

ferior to thofe of rival powers.” But the principal
3 F P

of thofe powers may fay to the reformed Legiflatare

of Britain; ¢ Seeing that wai

the confequence
reft hoftle to

< only of governments wherein an

¢ that of the people is predominant; and knowing
¢ that both you and ourfelves have freed our re-

why

< fpective fyfiems from fo mon(trous a defe

« burthen our refpective people any longer with

teach the

¢ navies, beyond what is neceffary tc

< defpotic flates their duty to mankind ¥ It were

unneceffary to fuggelt the reply. Policy and the
public good would admit but of onc.

What a confolation to the

n race, what an

be

earneft of freedom to enflavec

fuch an union between Gi

Where is the mighty monarch that muft not liften

to their expoftulations, or be awed by their me-

* « The poffeffion of
+, ought to be efteemed in the

y failors, ar infirunents of futare
he as great Ruffian

atisto fay an fociety

i

IN DANGER.

naces! Where is the opprefied people,

to them, need defpair of redrefs! A
abandoned, brave, but devoted Po

are the only two nations on earth that could refcuc

you from the gripe of defpo
hateful as hell, at firife

1 as fiends,

e We Vi

—and why, O Englifhmen,

ance with the very powers whofe armies are at this

moment enflaving Poland! A conduét fo abhorrent

olifh freedom cannot be ri
ophiftry can re

But what fays
« ¢

has taken pla
« IN POLAND,

onf}
all created

< by FRENCH GOLD and French s, &Ca
What! no vitiated aliment, no

every part of

humouts, no

internal obftructions and oppreffions, in the

ke the elements of a

politic of Europe; wh

ming gout in the human frame, are now

to work themfelves off by violent
oxifms ! Can we difcern
I

s and war, but in French

highly

mimat

no caufe of commot

gold? Have the Poles had no other ¢;

afe for draw-

ord! Where is Mr. 2 s proof of a

ing the fi

ench fubfidy to Kefeiuko? and would it

en glorious had they even marched
D4
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e THE COMMONWEALTH

to his aid ?— I would to God that Britith armies

nd Britifh gold had n

t been worfe employed !

ged are Mr. Zoung's fentiments, fince
i “0il
« _fire and w?tcrvl‘mﬁ’dm and Auftrians
united to ¢

1 and vir

war

gainft twenty:

“ of men, arranged behind an hundred of the
e world.—If we arc de-
hmen arc not fond of frecdorn,

defpotifin—fomething may be

M'h by t

attack

culty in a country where
d child is an cnemy, that

But

mpreflion made—and that

appofe this idea erro-

;
“ the German banners were fiying at Paris—

« Where i ot
Is g Diviston oF PoLanp rorcorTEN ? Is
o

the fecurity of the reft of Europe?

unforef

1 union of two or three great powers

protrude through Zxropea predominancy dan-

gerous to all? Gentlemen who indulge their

“ withes for a counter-revolution in France, do

“ not, perhaps, with to fee the Pruffian colours at

the Tower, nor the Auftrian ac Amfterdam.

ecfuccefs co the caufe mighe pl
¢ Should

them there.

» which I hold

roblema z:_ﬂﬂ, it is the bufinefs and dire&

swer of

IN DANGER

« interelt of her neighbours, to fupport her.

of Mr. Yuung bu

Such were the

timents

four

months before he publithed the firft part of his

» of Framce, a l,mm,g 10 Britainl— I
fion of Po otten”! Perhaps it is,
as 1 find i been forgotten to infert the w ol:of

this paflage

our happy ifland ; pe
feafon for well confidering a 13m»,n of puhcy in

which this country is deeply concerned, and on

which there is even amongft well-informed men, a

confiderable difference of opinion. I allude to the

tem of colonies and diftant dominions. Fe!
f ! s, Few
nd-

ories in the

of our originally fc

ave denied

ing colonies in dmerica, or fortified

eaft; but m coloni-

y there are who think, ¢

zing road, have had too much

nd conquering
of our attention, and may be carried to a fatal ex-

t

eme.  Univerfal empire is the very phrenzy of
ambition. When you have difcovered the limit,

cannot

beyond which the bounded faculties of

govern but with oppreffion, you have difcovered

the boundaries of a w dominion.

* Young's Travels, page s66.

Populous

Nagoya University Library, Mizuta Library, 41501484
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THE COMMONWEALTH

Populous nations may poff

be fo circum-
ftanced, that, to govern, may be to protedt them

fiom favage tyrants : bu; s extraordinary
defeds in the intelle& moral al

oral and politica

provement of fuch nations ; which defeds it is the

duty of their lords to remo; do fuch defec

in any wife rele:

Tations,

which lie upon all rulers, to govern witl

itration of dil

y be rewarded for quitting. their native country
in the prime of life, and for encountering un=

healthy climates, in the public fervice; but in pro-

viding for, and proportioning, rewards, be-
ware not to alienate the minds of the governed.

Take care, inparticular, not to render them a

prey to rapacity, the victims of imbecility, or the
fport of infolent tyranny. Let them not, from
obferving the lawleflocfs, the odioufiefs, or’ the
contemptiblenefs of the men fent amongft them,
be able to a

be o the prefiding government that

fent them, fuch an afcendency of fation and cor
fyl
1

ruption, as to prod tem of dirty pr

patronage, inftead arg

policy, built on law

7 toa jull, a prudenr, 2 cons

fyftem of colonial and provincial govern-

rity in the legilature

IN DANGER 3

at home! D dominions fleeced a ulted

muft ever be inficure. If warlike, they will copy
4 if pufillanimous, they will i with
your cnemies. A government of inj is a

conflitution. with poifon in every vein, difeafe i

every fibre. 1 re diftant fuch a dominior

the more difficule to

is mifgovernn

to ruin.

tain has caufe to know that fhe in immediate

; while her every exertion is requifice for
felf. prefervation ; while all her native cnergies and

tivity will be lic own

enough to defend h

w can fhe with an wnreformed Houfe

fhoulders the prefiure of her fecble dominions in
North Aine

and her wide-exi

, her infecure iflands in the 777
1 provinces in Hindofla

It is time fhe

to know, in what

natural, folid, well-wearing frength of a nation

depends. It is time fhe thought of employing

i

ive

more capital on the cultivation of he

foil, of diftant councries. And
it is time that fhe thought of fecking repub-

lican energy in the full recovery of her conftitu-

tion. The rotten-borough cancer in her breafts

taints, relaxes, and debilitates her whole frame.

It corrupts every department, every branch, every

41501484
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44 THE COMMONWEALTH
ramification of the ftate. It

principle, to make way for v

repels from office real pacri

zeal in the public fervants, a fee

d, befides proving, in the firft inf

ce, 2 moft

of that blood of the political body,

exhaufting drai

tully undermines all

money, it

ife] civil

tary, and judicial,

Borough interelt, or parli

n almoft univerfal qualification for

1l the human virtues

nd a

fuch

enfecbled,

government will

country to contend with rep
hibiting the the difeipline of
Rome,

fin of Sparta;

d be no wife

ould that a com
f the filken fons of floth and debauchery,
<o

W
of

off victors over double their numbers of

ha fons of tempera 1 af ibour, at
fuch gymnaftic exercife , boxing, o
throwing the fled

To reftore the conflitution the only

by which

cies can be fecured

fidelity depends you

bility to concen-

trace the force of the empire for the defence of

It was by the radical defect in

IN DANGER.

our government,—it was to feed the
maw of that monftert CORRUPTION,—it

0 preferve an infamous fyftem of fi

jous patron-
. bowing our necks to the yoke of a few info-

sh-mon-

the fiftieth link of con-

-

and dependence, that we violated a fu

nental principle of the conftitution, which brought

2 2 moft calamitous war, that rent from our do-

moft profperous and affetionate colo-

sies that ever rendered an empire great and illuf-
trious.

diftance which, in-

d vigour for

e to be kept in fubjection by

, are, at fuch a period as the prefent,

cnefs inftead of caufes of ftrength;

d in exalt proportiol
nd in exact prog

r difcontents, B
how can thofe difcontents be removed, unlefs you

remove the fe! You cannot fhield them from

e their opprefiors lord it at home
i herfelf.

While India patronage is

e upholds, the rot-

ftem, Judia muft be fiecced by the

iand of rapacity, and inft by the unfitnefs of

the offices to wh

. appointéds
, there mult be fo
ty between liberty in the United States

o

ile that fyftem remai

41501484
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45 THE COMMONWEALTH

rica, and libe

h

to nourifh difcon-

ining Bri

nces on that con

tents that muft end in another
and when
the very moment when the war fhall be at th
of Landan.

In the hour of your ¢

ea

fuccours from your diftant provinces; or cven the

confolation of knowing that their fidelity rem

s
unfhaken; you may expect to hear that your dif=

g their revolt, and that the
monopoly of the
Good God ! and

enemies to its e

ver gone from you.

ry fuct

y interelt,—to its very prefer~

vation,~to its fecu

ty from becoming itfelf a

province,

¢ proud republic of

France; as,

a moment of fuch accumulated
peril as the prefent, not to come forward with a

voluntary furrender of their bor

to concur in rendering the
Parli:

“an they obftinately

ment

enui

reprefentation of the people !

perfift in being the caufe of

national dif

n; of fpunging to themfelves the

heart’s blood of the ftate ;—of expelling from our

government every principle of energy; and of

loofening the bands of union between Great Bri.

tain and her provinces ; if not of converting thofe

o a burthen than a benefit!
Are

IN DANGER. 7

nared for the confequences of fuch a

conduct to their country? ~ Are they prepared to
brave the public odium in fuch a caufe? Are
they fortified againft the deteftation and contempt
of all m

fhail appear in our freets,

Whenever, and wherever, they

feel-

what will be tk

ngs, when

And, in trut

moment is falt advancing, when we

hall endure he fight of a fpy, an informer, a per-
jured witnefs, or the vilelt apoftate, with more
compofure than that of a Borough-monger. Three
years ago, that appellation was merely fynoni

ous
er 3 but now—thanks to Ro-

ns much more. The Borough-

s national pillag

and depredation ;

, menace, or murder, as his

There are

riters of eminence, who are againft
the holding of any colont
minions at

es or tranfimarine do-
, as injurious to the interelt of the
country.  Mr. Zoung is of this number.

0 him, < It would be right for every

ountry en her colo
country to open 1

o all the world, on

principles of libers i

ty and freedom; and Aill ic
“ would be better to go one fte

rether, and have
> colonies at all.  The fugar iflands of all na-

he 17k Tndies, including the g

p fa

€ tions, in ¢ eat

< ifland

a University Library, Mizuta Library, 41501484
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< ifland of Cuba, are cc

When will the obvious conclufions,

ble enough to form

£ « an independent free 35 and it wants not rawn from that prodigious event,* be
(1 I [ * lopt: hat a ran{marine. 1ift.
« many arguments to fhew, thit the cxiftence of adopted ? that all tranfiarine, or diftant
< fuch an one would L more beneficial to the « minions, are fources of weaknefs, and that fo re-

then uld be w Ay

« Englifh, French and Spaniards, than the pof

> 8t. Domi

< fion of thofe iflands as colonie:

nd 10 Bengal, a

rk the ideas and

replics that are exciced. I have no doubr, how

e, he proceeds; I have ufed,” fays he, « ever, of the fat

argume

againft the French fugar iflands

¢ not applicable likewife to the Englifb: As this doctrine is faid to have made of late
4 % Tohoid theca! tonbie equalhabiaciot; couthe reat progrefs in France, it might not be alcogether
i o furprifing if, on treating her for peace,
| < experiment of the lofs of North America goes, 1 (wheneve that time fhall come thould pro
! “ am jultified by that valt and important fatt— pofe as.a conc ion fhould in
E « that a country may lofe the monopoly of a di future hold any /77 If, then, the

tant empire, and rife from the imaginary lofs nent of England {hould

more rich, mor

: he do@rine of
powerful, and more ‘profpe-~ e doétrine of Mr.,

3 . 1 Young, and if fuch a )
rous ! If thefe principles be juft, and that they Young, fuch ki ¥
: q r practical confequen: d. mer g i
are o is confirmed by an immenfe range of facts, predial. o 1 merit to be tho i
« } I roughly we onfidered before they were
< what are we to think of a politician who de- ‘ fidered before they were

adopted ; we have ad

tional

clares, that the lofs of Bengal, or the Dutch b

ourfelves in a pofture of th

¢ with

wing th e oft ftreng

cir money from our funds, would

e T

fore we enter

. ¢ ; e
ruin England.” 3 e 1
deed, there is no point of view, in which t & |
i I :
1 PR
v tion of this country can be feen, that does not im-
§ And again: after relating a converfation on the z ) €
3 fame fubject with Abbé Raynal at Bourdeaur, he TR

¥ Young's Travels, Page 402+ Ibid. 495. Young’s Travels, p.

proceed

1 g e

41501484
, Mizuta Library, 41501484
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our Wefi-
it, not only a mu-

s to the indepen-

|
{ i F 5 with ftores a
d? ther ;—in the s
are

: I converfion to free men,
ion, indulgence, kindnefs and encou

hall no erous to the exift-

en s for th port

; ion ;

of ¢ ) ge

i} I donallt favour

Fronce. How is this tax to be

aE an sower being for that

arantees

vinced, that by

ment of their iflands, t

have

IN DANG

51

m,into the hands of

ca

e whole

hitle T

"
free to all,

which, on M

vourable to t

molt credits yet how far the Unied St
rica, with the great advantages they poffefs in the

Lumber trade, and in confe e of their vicinity,

Ju

might be able gradualiy and neceffarily to exclude

you from the carrying erade, as faft as th

cir trading

capital increafed, and they could increafe the num

ber ¢ ttainment of

whicl

At all events, now that a relinquifiment of co-

lonies, and a free trade all over the world, are

nd on

afloat in French minds, we ought to [t
1 of great fc i b

nd exercife of our natural firength, ere we

e full pof-

ire into a treaty in w
a nature are likely to
fupported with arc r L al for re-

nouncing the 7

75 and another, for evacu

ry, Mizuta Library, 41501484
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52 THE COMMONWEALTH
our immenfe poffeffions in India; ftill more and

more is it neceffai we put ourfelves in a

to meet thofe of

fituation to fend ol

expofe ourfelves

France at the Hague; rather tha

to the poffibility of being compelled to treat throug

Pichegru, encamped on Blackbeath, or quartered

in the city and fuburbs of Londor.

ounts to 2

Nothing that 1 have advanced

denial that Mr. ¢ is right in his principle,
that < al! tranfimarine or diftan s are ources
“ of we ¢fc;” but it muft be allowed, that the

decided 5

on s too i t to be

i that, in cafe he be in an error, we ought not

t6 hazard our being driven by compulfion to adopt

tin pradtice. 1
practice.

r the world is extremely de-

eabl would prove moft beneficial to tha

h fhould be fuperior to all others

« may be inferred from

our ¢ 4 altho we have nc
d w ze the traffick
ountr And who can doubt that univerf

ereourfe, between all

5 but at the fame

time, who, in various parts of the world, would

we to aff, as if fuch a principle were univers

fally eftablifhed ?

It

IN DANGER.

53
It is likewife to be feared, that, in refped to

commerce, we are at a great diftance from any

fo p

; and can only approximate to-

wards it p

{ flowly. A all events,

fo long hope to derive

ity from co-

Tonies and provinces, we muft be

folly in not holding them by

and affection, founded on our ficred regard to

It was by the moft flupid and w

nton

olation of this principle, we loft America.
So early as in the fpring of the year 1775, ere
an hoftile ftr

¢, the writer of ¢

ke had been firuck beyond the -

his effay tendered to his coun-

try the followin;

advice: To declare the colonies

fent of parlia

united with Bri-

nent,

the link of one common crown ; and

to form with them

cederal league, under which

her country fhould be the umpire of all the
differences between her colonial children, the com-

ce of the cndence of each fepa-
sately, and the naval proteétor of the territory and

rade of all: and in confideration of thefe fervic

receive a fpecific annual payment, or

u egree of commercial r

onopoly, as Con-

arefs fhould think a

1ate th

ndependence the Intersf and Glory of Great

Had

ary, Mizuta Library, 41501484
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i Tad this advice been at that time taken, his Rights of Man!— But a nation that fuff r
Majefty and his heirs might have been kings of cfentation of its millions $0 b in effect annibilated,
that vaft continent for ages to come;; neither the of fewer perfons. than.a minifie
profperity of the United States, nor the commerce a3 to bis dining-1.
| of Britain, had received a temporary check 5 and 5 s tom bi ps !
A this foolifh country had been sicher thar
r‘ by a fum more than equal to her debt, wcement of th =
h commencement of the prefent war, enormou Jmmenc :
» that debt then was, viz. nearly 248 millions.* arion was at th ever
| The a&ual debe incurred by the American war ; no power on earth e means to do h
; was about millions; to which add the de- hurc; her commerce colle@ed. for her citizens a

e from a tribut rld; her cup of prof-

preffion of rents, the depreciation in the value rev

what

: of landed produce, as well as afters, perity was full, and oyerflowing, See, th

y, and

n a people has no reprefentative to controul

captures and ba

ruptcics, during a feven years dreadful feourge is that fie

tool o

conteft, as altual lof Then again take into

the accour

lure of that profit which muft

d, had there been no interruption of is aGtions !

have accru
peac

aid harmony : When the whole is brought
together, it cannot make an aggregate of Jofs lefs
than 250 millions ; without even reckoning threc

d men’s

millions, for houfanc

lives, ac thirty pounds a life, according to the

prices in Heffe and H

.

And is a

e, every

time that 4 minifter makes a_political mift

i_ i

the abandoned wickednefs to rufh into w

the conflitution, or the

» on the Revenue,

e 5 e £

41501484
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the extren

f the minifter i

huerying thi
it may prevent a compulfive aban
4 Y P

ment of our whole Eaff

Nova Scot

vent Bengal, Babar and Or

five and populous as £

lominion by an

an open

place, when we

have little

for embarking in it, than what our

try fhall leave, afcer furnift

ing us with the hum.
ble neceffaries of exiftenc

t Britain

fhort, it may pre-

from being brought into the firuation
fa rich man, with al

his

afure in his houfe
awakened from fleep, and the dreams of

fecurity,

led

rous knife at his ch

com

all I hay

An open and fice trade has doubtlefs its recom-

endations; and there are reafons againft

ant

tranfmarine dominions.

B it
wholly withdrawing

* See Review of Polit

n Manchefter,

P 160,

omini on

IN DANGER

cad of exercifing it with wifdom and

we doubtlefs fhould cut off the tew

tation of becoming tyrants, and prevent the evil

flowing from that for

ce; and commerce, if there

were nothi might doubtlefs be more

) the firft inflance,

1 the cultivation

t of our own; and, in

ce of the outf

the nex!

v rge of fleets and armics, w

tional burthen of civil eftablifbments, and al

deur of government,

em of an open and free trade all

over the world is to be d, let it be an object

of independent treaty and free choice; not the

tate of compulfion and defpair. In the former

afe we fhould come in for our full fhare

fhare much

er N any o

of our foperior capital and cred

excellence of our manuf

its introduction would be our

pofing the fyltem voluntary

|
|

41501484
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; THE COMMONWEALTH 1 50 |
§ countervail the vicinity and other natural ady A fice trade, wh Slonics to
3 tages of the United St POl SRl s others, would affor tages. No
when our p rom 1 part of the Weft Indies reverting to France, the
found the effiminace peopl : whole of the ifland commerce,
| ment than our own, and none o ir Al the ports of M, America, 1o

freedom of commerce; while our (hipping which our pre efs is by the cir

A fe

could be fure of every nodation for lefs profitable route and

and refitments; then, indeed, I know not open to our manufact and we might vifit the
might be our intereft if the fyftem were eftablifhed. Spice Ylands, Batavia, and all the other monopolized !
We might be lefs expofed to war and to debt ; and erdements in Afa and Africa without reftrain

The commerce o

world thus laid open,

 fkill

the unth fe

who have moft capital, moft charater, mc

I doubt not, work the w

; ; : a SRur B e bt
i domand enterprize. Provided we ftrengthen our- ‘m!’m\ f courfe have the preference in all
| felves in time, it will be inour power to fay to France, markess, and carry off a of the as they
i whether fuch a fyftem fhall, or fhall not, be adopted can occupy Britain cer-
[ between us. If we delay the means of fecurity too tainly has no rival. - And contemplate
long, it may become prudent, for fear of more fatal the infini of i p2 and Afia;
confequences, to acquicfce againft our will : buc if the aftonifhing ¢ wants of the Norzb
we fuffer France to ferve us, as the is ferving Holland, American States; f the fupplies required
our country, our commerce, and our colonies muft by the immenfe regions in iz, a , and i
§ all lie at her mercy. America, where civilization and ¢ nerce are (\;lvy i
% in their infancy; how t pofiible that Britain -
b c [
g t ts comir , or em-
& cion, « ¢s, and the circu b ¢ 3
Rance nestion, to require a ‘period of at 4 .
L leatt wwenty years, for giving up our pretentions without vaft i
"' - im v
i ce. They i o cign
t the pradtical .
B E > tops of
! Wi e i ipaan
1 A free t

1" g 8 g

41501484
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tion, a hive. Superiority in commerce, muft

not with prudence or

£ farnifh the proportions] means of fuperiorisy

fafety, refufe even fuch a trade to the demand of

naval power, ghe have occafio

France, we may not give up all for loft. I my

aall . An armed nation, and the republican

mind, it would be far betrer to accede to even that

ive us perfeét E
5 demand,

n now is, and

,4*,‘

ic gove: ent, by the tre

e

e how

I do

With pe n.open trad

" 7 1 pofMbly k 2 ol pofe ourdelves to th d: =

Frasee could pofibly keep ce with us. 1} isa e oien bl |
] n which, if we do not by our folly throw The day. feérns iR e
¥ y our advantages, the muft t After 4

be diftar

W) our fate; and four diftinét events
the revolution of

flarted
n the

feales. tft, An honoura
with their prefent me

ty for the future; but no ind

rival, fhe is =

An end of col

rear. As a comme
bankr

bafis of her manu

ipr, and the very

e

the very tools of r trade are nearly annihila 1
& while an empty purfe denies her any other means ¥
of recovery than the utmofk frugality and the moft |

1

laborious indufl

while we, on the contrary

i

H ¢ ¢ almoft boundlefs; and the %
/) ¢ ree of the world in c fefion, They i
4 are; however, fuperior, in having more arms and

armed men, and a government of more cnergy.

May we not be fo befotted, as to fuf
1

nly advantages, to def

us in a moment of all

in the crufade againft France, or

layed by Great Brit

offefs !

of an open trade,

a
,@?

41501484
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, in the

ar lefs likely to

¥, than ultimat

as to drive the Repub-

) fyftem, as to con-

a retreat.  In

be inconfiftent

 government ; but it would

??

ke eternal war upon the

be her policy to

& of Great B ; and continually to harrafs her
« safts v ns or inva-
! rce S cad his Ruf-
i ‘ ‘
none oppo

be well

%

en for

o curity would then be felt to be
3 who remembered the year 1780, and who mig
think there were not wanting in London emifl

ded i

aries,

th much tran-

muftered to meet

lefs a compleat interior

lefence
defenc

A e T

the fecurity of this g

ercial city; the b:

andize, the fhipping

can we be fi ey would not

the flames #—They who ftrike at the heart, n
deftrution. Deftrution, indeed, would t0o pro-

bably follow their vi€torious entry into our capital.

d vanifh, and, like the baftlefs

a rack behind. And

iin of thei

bring on thou-

the fs chain of
overty, the

iir of fuch a

period ! wvail that a week before,
we had had dominion in every quarter of the globe,

1 could have number: millions of fub-

s in th nces of © ! Here in a
moment d be an end of all—our Babylo
fallen—our Empir to another !

o

ary, Mizuta Library,

41501484
41501484



1 no man was to be

1 delufion ; af-

N were fo circu- c

moft in- t

Then, forfoc
for the terror
flames cre

caufe

the infinuations
till gaine

gated, and

plotted infurre

t udful tr

mongers were pr

And

|

4
|

S

41501484
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fred in lefs efteem with our Rulers, than that pol

1 expeét that through procraftination,

] which has loft to the I mperor Brabant and x;m raiterous policy of keeping the people difarn ' ¥
iivn the Seaciholucs Gom ERIEE 1l the laft moment, the defence of thofe fibertics, "
; I T judge sightly from the awakening quality of f under fuch circumftances they can be g
| Sorre Jate proceedings; from thofe refiftlefs rays will coft much Englith blood, and on B w
of truth which are even now piercing and difperfing land. It is a crifis, however, that, when it co
the mifts of delufion ; and f ous feel- far as my confcience is concerned, I {
s once more to tingle in Er on with compofure. T have no head tt

bofoms ; the late portentous, dreadful torpor of orfeited, for plunging my counuy i

the public mind, t a pub

n think-

terelt, the

by

as minifters and their

s S I y copy being in the country, I can
to preferibe, are faft departing 1. That we fhould publ

rious ifle ; to make way for that love of coustry

that independency of fpirit, that manly fenfe, and

that well-directed courage, which know how to deal

cither with internal corruption, or foreign force.

an individual T have done my duty: T hav
ed minifterial delufions :* I have endeavourec

A1 have provided

ns, they fell

r fall with the liberties

all prefent appearances,
T expect

the Poftfeript to my Letter to the Duke of Newcaftle,

ing Strictures on the Proclamation of the 21ft of May, em to p i
he Newark He- x f
given in the Appendix; and my form them, that ¢ When we fee

« narchies of K

A rope, the govern
1 for arming the body-guards of ’ ?

progrefs, 1 propofed its rejetion

the

A 7 TS X et L

41501484
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foundations of the throne a

to th the conftit

Lord Chancellor §

1 THE

be then before me- g
y country’s liberties
Y ¥1 > F THAT WHICH

yolts, 1 will not live

ot to

15 C > INST THE CONSTITUTION:”

‘ 1t fpirdcy, and of treafon com it o] GhiE TGS
! mitted Boron s 1 fay again, W o e ; s
> —1 fay a A i « confpiracy to depo impri
| ot ; ] b al- &o. he proceeds thuss < need I add
. though an aét more immora “f " that red into the beart o v
g e e 3 : v
; 0 b it aft. the: flate, ¢ randations the Beiiih 3 i s
the conflitu ¢ e of Edward 111 . £
s we e governed, hath not declred L i i
i treafon to compafs and imagine iz ; .
¢ the doath of the king.”*  Why the part fhould . vty ¢ ebsmahimt
ch T nae @ Kalling of thi r our law R
t e King cannot dies—than to take away the I g :
i i 4 s ] ] “ here given in Italics, in 1 i.
y very F 3 i 3

41501484
rary, Mizuta Library, 41501484
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70 THE COMMONWEALTH IN DANGER. 4 &

7 i
< diftin@ly feen A compalfing an gining e rights of ele@ion in the people, and confequent- "j

6 1o death of the hin

Iy fubvert the freedom and independency of the
Houfe itfelf, all indiéZments, in the form of perit

Gment of this

€€ of its very

s,

muft be preferred. A ftror

« This is too plain a

¢ luftration from me

fe to require furt

kind, againft the wh

:ny man of plain fenfe, 1 cannot €af
of this

¢ but not co
< fhould feel hir

yof

form of a petition, was |

if difpofed

ne of the mem-

hether on the 6t}

« confp s natwre i 0 be rexc

d by this bers ofa fociety to which I have the honour to be -

of _fix counts, or paragraphs, 1 fhall
¢ to no more than fix—Therein the attention
e Tril

AT R

“ medium only ; whether itis a

fic treafon to

compafs and imagine the deach of the king,

< wst a [pecific treafon to co ¢ to fubvert the

of ¢ is called  to the greateft evil pro-
SRR ““”" L nfiver flatute of « ¢ defecs in the reprefentation of

d duced by
« Edward 1L, by which we are governed, hath < which thy complin; namely, he exenc of
 not declared this (WHICH IN ALL JUST THEORY ARy, ¥ i an
 OF TREASON 1S THE GREATEST OF ALL TREA- < 4olé whith  obvio u tends to exclude the

S TSR

“ soxs) to be High Treafon.” «

great mafs of t

=

¢ people from any fubftantial

« influence in t leétion of

Let us, then, inquire, how a proof of wha ogrefs, 55 to

impute to the Borough-mongers

1, in

of the c

fovercignty untry, to the

of the Lords, and

“ uforp the

I know

of the King,

« o il dang
« of the Commons.*

o receive

e Hiperimiied
that ¢

h proofs; 2

unal will not fuffer an appeal from its de-

“ By thefle mq of Parliamentary.

):\\'x‘

cifions, it fhould feem to be its indifpenfible duty,

i feri h E “ nce has m‘ ertain indivi=
BSRIe i vecy ek EharBE Biohghe before nfluence has been obtained by certain indivi
it. 1 fpesk of the Houfe of Commons, 1o whor, duals, forbidden by the fpiric of the laws, and

“in its confequences moft dangerous to the

as a tribunal for inquiring into all confpiracies and

s of the People of Great B

: n.
gainft the ftate

d the con- |

which fubyert % 3¢ the peit
the ¢

afed ftronger terms, I fee not how

5y could have ex

¢ T A

srath,

&oihe
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ary, Mizuta Library, 41501484



: 4 :

- G

.

B Lenures, and 1 fuch

ontroule

e

comr

P

of iro
ng Civil Warl"—
ferious
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74 THE COMMONWEALTH

erious accufitions a 1 offers of proof
were tendered, muft be fivay by its majority 5
and that maj t feems, ar

the 1 accufed o1

ndictment v

put upon th

Records of the Tribunal : but the caufe was not

tried + juftice was not done.*  And was

proceeding fufficient to fhock the People of T

land! M

inftead of adhering

t Houle, under tbe fame

s le; charaer, in-
ftead even of fulfill 1 {elf conftituted

Tribunal, and inftc its

funétions to the fingle ¢

of impeachmer

that Houfe, 1 fay, en

to divert ¢

attention from the confpiracy and treafon

® & The ground we have gained by the receprioe of our pei-
+ tion, appears to us to be important,

able. It is not a circum
fe of reform; that a Peti

di fhould be receive
. r cever on the votes and Jour-

made to the form or

d by any man. The Houfe

upon its own me ment, inv

ation and of Britith

the very exiftence of the confti

om; by be-coming, through the medium of a

Secret Committee, a ole bodies

of men for treafonable

the cr

world

the moft I

of this co

And on whom was this vengeance of the law in-

On tt

tended to h: llen ?

members of foci

> to public

of thofe Borough-mongers

corrupt and polluted hands

that dmperium in in

, that ditatorial

e nation can have dul,

Borough-mon

to be expofed toevery ¢

nd impreffed They involve that with v

no national freedom can exift. They are in d Giion io:
of civil

nds powers that

_—
ongers have

lative powers in confe
quence

!

e

|
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tribunal wbject : and it is to

call forth

N S

of the Borough-mongers in 17

—

tment of the Patriots in 1794, with all

1 collateral circus

-

e
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who each opened

aimed at the life of an
as well as Beare

affittant counfel in thefe
man of them feated in the

Houfe of Commons, at ti

feflion of parliament; ift, « That no Peer of

« realm hath any right to give his vote in
< Elgion oF

and
« the liber

, referred to in the Tn-

May 1793

s Lordfhip in the Houfe
tford, Solicicor General to

« Lord

N DANGER 79

enant of any cot to concern

emielves in the ele@ions of members to fer

for the Commons in Parliament.”

1fto be a Boroug er refiftinga reform in

the reprefentari

romoting a fyftem of t

nd the rotten-borou;

uld feem that the ¢

\
perhaps have recoiied upon its

and fent them to Tyburn; in whic

even thefe nen, thefe managers of the accu~

fations Hardy, T 3 Thelemadl, for th
reafon als figned, ¢ und themfelves
fomew Jin ¢ It were an im-

would not fit quite fo

41501484
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IN D

to touch the facred fyftem with the litde finger of i

His word

ofan Ol

People

refentation,

He muft

\cir fraudulent gove

1 move obfequious

to their nod, or unpitied he falls the fhrine of

bition! If thefe m
e largely fh

their defpera words

fiom the lips

ongers, from the lips of the com-

f of their legal forces, employed to

fhall nor, like a trumpet in the

* Upon hearing

"

o A,

PP s s S, Bl e L o
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THE COMMONWEALTH

nit; 'tis palt the ef

political life !

ark the contradictions, in which a fupport

But o

of this monfrous fyftem involves the Attorney

General,  Either his prefent Majetty ma)

for altering «Jw ftate of reprefentation;
William 111. and George 1. ought

nial and fe

ave died for

to the trie

ament now made ight reltore

which

his moment a

the Attorney t
member of Parliament. But in the prefent crirical

| alarming fituation of this country, what tre-
mendou ot to go f fr

l«vm\(uu has not pov

all wrongs which the peopl

ftands between

( what confequences fuch dotrines
| how he can againit their fasal
i b by e e his

ervar, and bringing into parliame

tive redrefs, I confef!

IN D.

M. Young's mode of fixing on th
men to be now armed is merely arbitrary, we ougl

a beteer rule.  And as a failure on the pa
of the Powers of Eu

union he points

to form that unexampled

ce with

more encrgy than ever, g i ut us
in a fituation to demand A 1 to
« the means of provi e of

< ifland,” fo we cert

cr of armed men to any thing lefs i
1 and our property will fupply.

our

T know

are required by law 1 bave arms and b xer

(which
(whic

cr traét I have already proved) the number of

males in a sitking of the |

st i w4

0

he proper n

« aboat thirty, mber for a platoon) if the average

eed: but it is certain, that

i thecon

, property at

no

=

{
i
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84 THE COMMONWEALTH IN DANGER. 85 i

1 mean not to enter into any detail, nor to ex- W

f this were

plain any part of the fyftem of milita

in fi

ppofing

when ferious invafion may call the n‘.hu\ into the

s a militia of about one million of field; but I muft fay a few words.  As that fyftem i
om 18 to 30 years of ag is of fome extent; as a great multitude of labourers i
ofe fro 0 e oy ; g
«d by Harrington, might be formed the marching and artizans might be wanting, to act as |
e e meh: and in a variety of capacities, fo that no armed man
as armic ,(M-.\ve and as confervators of the m fhould be loft e T

andrgreat cities. would be required for fupplying the armics wich

peace ; efpecially in the metropoli
he horfe, of courfe, would be compofed of thofe

nce of that

A perfon of the loweft

without being

ax

who were beft able to {upport the ex} of fortune duty, might

capable of perfo

¢, two, higher fll, three,

I cafes find one fubflitute, and the re-

four or five, or clfe,

i no period, cith fcems on ever at t men in 1
&R 10 keep ie fervants a5 thofe who keep feve
3 x fome certain 1 to arm fome of thefe fc
5 fecurities to the peace.  But in where a ora
principal, ar T u { m: or pri f
were moft |‘<VI(\1 ated ; but s for the g jour of th y arm; under a
1 n ty that wouls e trifled with. This regulation would

comewithin the pri

le of the antient Frank-Pl

and ought

ended to,

hear of the good dif-

¢ been furprized

nt, a different cha-

b , of the Britifh troops. fing

sz by ot s
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'ﬁ e sifite, 1 been already intimated that, in 2 national view,

§ Faptioto o relicfs when a people curn out to defend themelves, ax h
ought to be pr and LEGISLATIVE REPRESENTATION are infc [

s fo \ting from ¢ narmed  follows, that an armed nation ¥ o

X men all neceffary aff " conceit, of an Houfe of Commons whic it

- ¥ " ” e i p
vices and as a newly formed militia of one million fpeak the voice of the Commons., The i

] mult be very deficient in th - of ficld duty, fame imperious neceflity, therefore, which compels

3 and in a fufficient corps of ¢ d office us to refort to our nt en nal

’ inconvenien vation, gives us at one and the

o

;
!
b
i

prevent a thoufar , and to keep fo

well as to direct

vaft a mac

nment, under

iament, a g

military defence in cafe of invafion;

wce to all the

neceffary objedts,

every principal officer, every civil magiflrate, v

commiffary, &c. &c. in the of

and copics of fuch plan fhould be in the hands of

all neceflary perfons. A General, then, might have
)

fome dependance on his orders bei

in the main, even in the infancy of

sht be prevented; much blood mig

Ii concerned would act with regu

than which, nothing could

another view in which I muft con-

her fay this

this #ew, or, I thould r:

tia—for none other deferves the

nda truly conftitutional

conftitutional militia

An unanfiverable argument to fhew

of Common

fe har-

the excellence of our conftitution ; in the

bour of whick

we find perfect fecurity, when driv

npeft of adverfiry.  And here ano-

princ

tion, which, according to the reverics of Mr. Young,

; but to the deftruction of property,

to anarchy and blood, when viewed in its pro

nection, will be feen to be nomore than the pol

vine precept whic

1 harmlefs. Suppole for

ning of the peo-

at, together with the a

ady defcribed, univerfal fuffrage was to

further, that

Ga

B
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ould wifh to d fiefs thofe whor

without prof
had it. Muft

ple of property would al the ver

not be llected, that thofe pe

rfons who

would have the arms, and that their

would have none ? In cafe of a conteft, would thofe

who , or thofe who had all

d once a year a

r round

the ye be moft likely to

e off viftorious ? ncon-

P

and unprovided

nected, unarmed, I

cortagers and mechani his country, could de-
fpoil of their la 1 goods a lion of armed
nobles, gentlemen, me , and farmers
compated, organized, and cor ly provided
with every war, a chimera f
only for the brain of a madman.

But in every view, notion ef d. from the

principle of univeifal fufftage appears to me per-

fedlly ridiculous. A vote is neither a pike nor a

pitch-fork ; nor does it qualify ) T
no aid in this refped, the poor who are without
votes are even wow jult as well prepared to take
away our property as if they had votes; and the
y fpeaking) are ot armed.

feem as if the injuftice, the unkind
fe you pleafe to call
were much
ce with your

property;

IN DA

GER. 89

than if you allowed him that vote, As

is POLITICAL LIBERTY, being the o of which

PERSONAL REPRESENTATION is the canfe, that

makes a man in political fociety a perfon a

things that confoles him in poverty with the
idea that, by his nature, . of every
he knows chat in | 1
the object of wenly

1; 1 can fee nothing in d i#
firage, but an unneceffary ¢ n

of a fellow-creature, below that order of beings in

God has thought fit to place him; tending

to deprefs his mind, and debafe his heart; for

which effential injury to Joc
fhadow

clufion from voting. Ju

a compenfatic

, relative to

nifhing crimin

the lanfulnefs of | , obferves that
“own co 3 of the original contract

< into which they have entered, when they firft

ys it is calculated for, and I
y.**  Hence

engaged in foci
« Jong contributed to their own faf

it follows by und that if you

niable confequen

ditiol flent to the

put men out of a c

laws, you ought non-obfers

vance of

What would be the condition of political fociety
if the hufbandman and the artizan were not mem-

e~
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i 90 THE COMMONWEALTH IN DANC 9r ‘
] bers of it? Where would be the wealth, the jachEncict (g W
1 ftrength, or gr: c if thefe perfons nt were not all the &
t were abftral { grafs grow in our s with the ¥
! ftreets, ntry be a defarc? Strip things three millions of
i of their outfide fhew, and men of external ad- C ently under }i
! * vanrages, and then tell me whether he who weaves, lective body ]
i or he who wears, the broad-cloth, is the moft ufe- ld be
ful member of political fociety ; or w f 3 s poo luded.
whofe produtive labour actually ereate the wealth Now, there re by

of the ftate, and all the means of revenue, or thofe

whofe only mer

can tions incorrupt ;

t, like t

of the hog in the Rie, 101, the numeroufaefs of the elective body; 2

is to confume, and to live on the labour of others, the fhortn od for which power is to be

5 of the pe
moft deferve the title of citizens.

conferred on the perfon chofen; and zd; the bal-

1ot

:+ and if we are very ftrong in the firjt of thefe

the vote of the poor man enfe with

principles, fome think we m
1l not ihird. How

him the exercife of it. As votes of th

us confider if it w

enjoyment is in the mind, and as happinefs fo much ! i - w0t

2 i be : = = ; e Able B
depends on imagination, how can we give the poor L y : d
man fuch an attachment to the conftitution, fuch a So far, in the opinion of many, is the ballot from bei ¥

refpect fo

nd fuch a love of his counery;

o

dered as a principle of fecurity o liberty, that they con-
fuch a defi h

peace, and fuch a fatisfac-

ater of free-

a it as utterly inconfiltent wil

tion in hi dition, as by leaving

Tt is a queftion w what decp in

with hiftorical
him the proud and pleafing confcioufnefs that even + ) man, would give the
I £ profound knowleJge of man, would give the

2 0 information and a pr K 3 g
HE has a voice in ele@ing the rulers of the land ! fabie that ample difcufion which, from its importance, j¢
With him who feels not the force of this argument, o high auth o in| Enplimds

it were in vain to reafon.

h fol

1 underfland that the Ballot

y never furely were fo che ted in the eletions of Re

blics of Armerica, within the limits of the T

==

., . R,
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92 THE COMMONWEALTH

1 have nothing to fay co che /isy-fue fatutes

ry, &c. at elections ;

continue in the pr

other reign, for o

, grow up to fix hundred ;

, befides, the three principles above mention
ey i T bt

nd regu

be neceffary to give them fuch effedt, as to fer i
bribery or improper influence at complete defiance,

might be comprefied into a fingle ftatute of a few

confiders how the h:

erts

reception; when he

that it has made twenty times more reformers, and

reformers twenty times more determined, than all

the other fancies about parliamentary amendment
at fuch

put together; he will not be furprized tt
a principle fhould meet with peculiar reproba

or that its advocates fhounld be objeéts of

tion

But I would not be mifunderftood. I would not

with to be confidered as an obftinate bigot to an
ufelefs abitrs

trine. No: it is for

approve the princi

t dod

The reafons of thofe who t:
of the
eét on which [ think it probable, that I
have

on I have duly confidered.

IN DANGER. 03

put
and T have alf &d and correfponded o
ning and firft rate talents; but

with men of le

without alter nion. 1f, however, the poor

ented ; if our
and

to the one million of taxed

fhall be ¢
faries fhall c

ed ; and if that

houfeh

nillions, under fair

one million inft

and honelt re

keep our elecions incorrupt; fo far as my indivic

, fhall prove fufficient to

dual opinions and withes go, it will be a reform that

will have my fincere concurrence and approbation :

But nothing fhore of this can, in my judgment,

or acceded to, by honeft men

d ends of repre-

and can comprehend the importance to mankind of
fuch principles, as goals of excellence, as ftandards
of conduét; I can alfo fee, that men may be faved
cither morally or politically, wit lwu( adting up to

the full perfe@ion of thofe atable

indeed would be tt
famned who equalled

cafe of every

were to be d

And as a chril \\....1 may be faved

towards tl

be

.
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94 THE COMMONWEALTH

be'faved, without ¢

Let us now return,

of the means, whercby we may cope w
until we can adjult our differences by
peace ” M
ciples as energetic as ber own, and [
But where, in En, in any thir
ing from the filth o -boroughs,
principles to be (ound ? They are purel
folutely re W r we take the idea of

4 igton, as both are
quoted by Mr. Zoung, we find 'that in

epublic
only fuch er

gies are found to dwell: and th
caufe is in nature, Th

prefent afto g power

the fubj

wrote. ’'Tis now much more than an

years ago fince he tendered to Cromuwel]

as @ plan of republican government w

ption. And, as if it were to

touches

IN DANGT

er on the cal

touches in a mafterly manr
in which, even in her then wretched condition, he
lateft feeds of renovation ; and illumined

,y his genius, he uafolds her future day of great-
nefs.

for fuch was his he

different forms, and

different effects

of the extreme inferiority

of arbitrary to free governments, that he confidently

nounces what will happen to the nations around,

never overnment of e fhall become
€ s If France, he,
« were not all fick, all cos ed together, there

1d 1

the fick would

« pot be able to withftand the found, nor the found

!
cferve their health without curing of the

< fick, The firf hefe n: (wh if
« ftay her re, will in my mind be F7
« that recovers the health of antient prudence,

« fhall’certainly govern the world; for what did

< Jtaly when fhe had it 2 And as you were in that,

« fo fhall you in the like cafe be reduced to a pro-

« vince;; 1 do not fpeak at random.  Xaly, in the

« confulfhip of Lucius Emilius Papus, and Caius Ati-

“ lius Jus, armed, upon the Gallic tumult that

« then happened, of herfelf, and without the aid of

foreign auxiliar horfe, and 700,000
But as Iraly is the lealt of thofe three

“ countries

s, 70,000

41501484
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o6 THE NWEALTH IN DAl R i
« countrie fo is France now ry con ould onl it
« populous.”* L ublican L
, fo that { overturns other ftatcs b g
Now he muft be a fup ! nciples rather than by the fivord, may, with- K
not fee, that this prophe outmt e, bef ¢rn them, it
realizing very faft; and ¢ K
1, while they render t But, happy is it for Britain, e cure o
that is built upon them, i nefs de ply n of
the fame time to all the governments of an arb | vernment ;— y be 1
rary, that is, of i-republican form, with . 1 the genvine principles of her
which fhe has to conte ans of we ¢ , in fhort, that in cafe we
on right condut
of jult conception, fhe
; i ¥4
3 c A
pend upon the temper and fidelity of a few men i — I i

this country, and upon the earlieft meafures of r
parlia next it affembles. +—That Fraice, | of any other eart}
if fhe do not ¢ fubdue « i Al ur Comm ith be

g other confiderable f , and rule b , nor re ccord the rules of

immediately by her own power and authority; | z of the « three ¢
yet have va in b g to ruin the LT 1 i
, and in modelling new o 1den ¢ 1 words,  par-
1 genial with her own, is highly probable. And taking of t ’ nt
though Harrington feems to have entertained the & , as in the people; and of monarchy, as

S et rterlods Wich, . 36 agitracy, it is complete. He fays,

e L U e S

L
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98 THE COMMONWEALTH

 this in art or nature, it is no wonder if Mackia-
« o] has Thewed us that the antients held this only
“ 10 be good.”*

fuddy-headed men talk of /imited monarchy,
and m;

xed monarchy ; which are as abfolute contra-

dictions in terms, as if they were to call the word,
monarchy, a monofyllable. As referring to our

contitution, there might be fenfe in calling

ixed democracy; becaufe the democratic power

is mixed with poc

both regal and ariftocratic ;

but in the 7ule of ong, there can be no

10 the rule of oxt, there can be no limitation. But
if; as T conceive, a commonwealth means a
vernment, of which the commen weal of the

e is the oljeit; and potwer, wifdom, and good-

#efs are the attributes ; as having for its component

parts democracy, ariftocracy and regality ; it r

be admitted that I have rightly denominated tk

Britith government. Nor is it for the of
words, but of things, I wifh this diftinétion to be

ferioufly attended to. It is a diftinétion which, if

properly regarded, may not

ly preferve our ex

foe, by giving

iftence as a people aguintt a fore
us a true republic

n energy ; but ultimately it may

fave both ariftocracy and regality
y by that ftrong and increafing
nion, which already be

m being fwept

current

s to threaten them

* Oceana,

with

IN DANGER. 99

wih utter estin@ion throughout Ex

where they may find fafe
dlth. Tt is a diftintion alfo, which may

of he:

ling all our political

our domeftic differences

fpeedy m

and reconciling

too ferious a c

plexion, Thus

even prevent that moft dreadful fate of

hey tak

rein the libertics of a people can only

fociety,

be preferved by that laft of refources, a civil war,

It is not poffible,—it is not in nature, that the
demacracy of this country, the millions who poffefs
the bulk of Janded and of all other property, can

recede from their juft and conftitutional claim, thac

of the legiflature be refor

fied, fo as to fympathize with their fee

k their

voice. If; then, the ro

with de

I
e p

ment, mifleading and teaching the king t

moxarcuy; and if the rew—the
MonaGERs, who, in fact, confticute a hateful oLi-

ffefs ; and if

t with the great belly,

¥ ought to p

ftocracy and regality in its

e fo rafh as to pufh its d
the Houfe of C
Hz

ng pre-

e mm——
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i ) THE COMMONWEALTH | IN DANGER ‘
;i hat in the end muft be the dreadful c From the clecion of Dictator Bute to that of ¥
3 ! , when has his Majefty had 5
choice of his various ref
C chy is defined by Harrirgton to be the go- | 4
1 ftate ; and he inftances the Roman D | ¥

3

Now thefe Decemvirs were inveft

5 yet that power

= and balance of the Roman con

ng unnatu;

bufed, and then taken from

, and feiz reins of go-

It is a deadly faclion, ruli

or vi at even

into its

ation to the crown, can ¢
fervice, without permiffion of - this omnipotent !
and fpirit of the D
e with his el
brott

In proportion to the ability

tor, he himflf fhares in patron:

el b
tors; a el

y of 2 ) clective Dicatorhips | \ muft prefide at chis be
c g by infamous adula- at that; brother Richard third ; and broth §
his divinity, his facrednefs, and hi | James at a fourth : then coufin Samuel muft con
naginary power; and terrifies him wich tales Iin the fouth s coufin. Alex he
i it th a sloody-bones, the pec m s morc as @
7 fame 6 from him his real au-  § h pedigree, muft all fhare ir
0 arm and grace its own tool ; and tram gain friend Harry muft govern here; fri
'; y 1 and honour in the dire, Tt Tom there ; and another, and another muft each
y , ir ; \ which no government ever have his department; or bis Majofly’s government
! did or can fubfift; it is an imperium in imperio, cannot be Jupported, nor bis fervice carried on. His
i over-ruling King, Lords and Commons, and re- Majeity, good eafy man, feel full force of
b ducing this once-glorious fabric to an empty name, what Mr. Burke fo beautifully ca iffocratic con=
t -word, a fhadow! ion 5 not knowing which way to nor how
' to help him@lf, nor, as tha impudent fellow

s S T

From

t, being up to this impud

I
13 humbug,

g
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102 THE COMMONWEALTH
humbug, fmiles affent, ratifies the appointments,
and then mounts his horfe for the chace j—and
he feem to meet with the who
t fervice, and who never deceive
—his horfes and his hounds.*
In an early part of this Effay, it is fxid, that
adverfity is 2 good fchool, and neceflity an clo-

quent teacher. ‘This teacher, by inftructing rke

nation to arm, averts all danger from within as

well as from without. < Wherever the t ce of

« a government lies, there naturally is the militia

of the fame; and againft him
< the milia i nacurally lodged,

s

negative voice. ow that

at le is to make

ath compe

hom refides the natural balance

of the Com

monwealth, all will go well 5 the conftitution wi

— <at fuch moments the
of Cor

s of that H

have contented themfel sing

Tiberty, alw
ed; but fom
equally abhorrent 10 nature and to jufic

foil,

IN DANGER. 103

ragiy ; and the oligarchy will
Bonbe ..L.mv § ore. The people, in whom

(mv

gth, the mm;»y and power of

broad bafe and the fubftantial

m’\(lv of from them it

ract into the eletive ariftc

will afcend and cos

racy,
d
wto the hereditary ariftocracy the peerage,

their reprefentatives ; then again, fhill afcending

1cﬁ}n,.

in thefe two w

bal

hall behold the wifdom that is to
ace between the people and the executive ma-
ate ; and finally we find the crown forming the

apex of the pyramid, and recognize that goodefs
which is the attribute of him who executes what
swer and wifdom, combining for the public good,

I

have prefcribed.

The adverfaries of freedom may objec, that when
¢ Houfe of Commons fhall truly reprefent all the

power of the people, and poffefs amongft themfelves
more than amoiety of the wj/dom of the ariftocracy,
the peerage and the crown will be in danger.  Why
fo? If the Commons fhall have power to obtain
good laws, a faithful exccution of thofe laws, and
an impartial adminiftration of juftice, what more
can they want? Tis not honours well beftowed :
’tis not a civil it rightly applied; with which
are likely to find fault. No: fuch honours and
fuch an cftablithment will then refic&t Juftre on
themfelves, Beftowing grandeur on that govern-

H 4 ment

L
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of ! hen L a was to be
heard nof s of her king
hi 1 5pa s who

le is out of the

nd the

ks of reform, fo

or mg t know little of manki

it may fafel

i it

e

41501484
rary, Mizuta Library, 41501484



AR

¥

= Tt

©

e

106 THE COMMONW!

EALTH

fect in producing

viction ; yet fo flow have the

seanieibee : SSDOrE irskiehi
people been in acting 1 this conviction, that,

the prefent appearances, and th

notwithfta

y thatis pre

g upon the n

ion, no-

at, then,

Qually done,  How extravag;

»pe, of moving the people to pullin pieces a

ve in-

government, from which they cannot rec
jury, which reafon does not condemn, and to which
they are attached by habit and partiality !

At the prefent jun@ture, when the fcience of

repu

cs, prod

I an,  is only ano-
ther word for free government, is rapidly put-
ting down political ignorance, bigotry and impof-
ture ; and confequently laying the axe to the root of
all monarchy and ariftocracy, as difting govern-
ments, Or as the preponderating ingredients in com-
pownd ones, the example of the wife and high-
minded Elizabeth may deferve the confideration of
his Majefty; who, from the advantage of more |

ht

1 colledted in the days of
that princefs, may be able fo fa

¢ to improve upon her

example, as to tranfiit his h fecurity and
his pofterity; at the fame time that he
fecures and fatisfies his people.

peace to

When I define our government to be a Common-
the time of that
that an Engli

as bis own 1
hands of the Norman con-

: me an It foon,
b , to a turbulent compound of
and ariftrocac I'hen on a reftoration,

or as fome will have it, a creation of popular re-
s, it required a portion of democracy 3

ch was alternately paid o th

tyrant barons,

quilition of property, t

principle of democracy gained firengeh. But it
was not until the reign of Her. V1L the

were laid of real fiee government; ena

cad againft

nt a republican for

and regality |

ned them, and an

¢ one) was made to

at a b

nce, inafmuch as making

e people of property a militia, and the Houfe of

he peo

ar, ruin the fabric; yet

\cftion, that, notwithftanding
£

of kingd — ¢ mo-

clly’s dominions,” and fo fortt
wer

l
?
¥
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o THE COMMONW:.
with the democratic oak, m
their poftericy.
Harrington has a fhort chapter on the prir

of

nce of national governments,

Eindiaf A o T thenyin
ter, proceeds to c

fider zbe vas

Balance This chapter being full of inftrud

1 thall tranferibe the I
may not difturb the artention of the 1
not interrupt him arginal notes, but merely
number the paffages T mean to notice, and at ¢

end of the quotation o cal

Bt oo
« by the people efs th

our days, the clergy being deftroy § nds in

« ]»,‘.n.»-k,m,\-u e overbalance thofe he

& By'the nol

court was yet at Bridewe

< any farth

than Temple Ba

“ of this city, and in that the decli

ce to popularity, derives from
@)

« the nobility and of the clergy

Page 3874

IN DANGER. 1

of the fucceeding king were Abbies (than which
nothing more dwarfs a people) demolifhed. 1
did not, I do not attribute the effeéts of thi

things thus far to my own particular obfervation

but always did, and do attribute a fe
to the reign of queen Elizaberh, and the wifdom
There is yet living t

of her counc
(I..\: the ruin of the Englith monarchy, (3.)
through the c2 quently
eibuted to Heuy VAL by Sic. Heary Wotion

which tradition is not unlike to have 0<l(cndk.\|

to him from the queen’s council.

< But there is a di

fenfe of a thing, g
Plutarch in the lives of

there can be no plainer

demonian or Romar

ourfe of government in

e makes no

< ufe, no mention at all of any fuch thing. Who

could have been plainer upon this point than
Sir Walter Raleigh, where, to prove that the
kings of Egypt were not eletive but heredi-

s that if the kings of Z ot

ary, he alled
had been ¢

the children of Pharach

muft have been more mighty than the ng,
as Tandlords of all Egypt, and

Yet when he comes to fpeak

king him-

of govel ]v: has no regard to, no re

meémbran:

B
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e nature or p
ble 701
« wi

truth of her g

feemed rather to have pu
y” [p

of princ
n calth, than of fove

or king: [T
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« L2 in her and her fucceffors, has fince iffued,
« Fourthl : to the people a
svered

M‘ ; Jv‘ many,

/h the difference of opinions that muil neec

ng th

apt to introduce a
und among them, are not apt to i

e good of

«ent, as ot underftand
by trial or ex
agree 1ot 10

rience

« » the many, having
« once attained to this underftanding,
ut. And lally, it had placed
, fo far

mes, who like-

« T this queen fucceeded king Fames,
gardlefs of this point (into which never=
not feldom to prophecy

hi s fucceflors) neither his new
« fad things to his fucceffors) nei

« pecrage, which 1N ABUNDANCE HE CREA
< por the old availed thin
« dread wherein, more than |

sk .,u\(.:’ infe

« of government like a bo

IN DANGER, 5

* mained nothing to the deftr

« retaining but the

ion of a monarch

me, more than a prince,

* who by contending, thould ma

¢ the people to
“ feel thofe

which they could not fee

¢ And thi pened in
fecure in that undoubte

« advanced to a throne which ha ),
« dared to put this to an unfeafonable trial; on
« whom therefore fell the tower in Silo, Nor
 may we think that they upon whom this tower

< fell, were finners above all men; bur that we,

s we fepent, and look better 1 the true found,
tions, nuft likew

& perith. “We have had latter

princes, 1

er parliaments.  In wh

or where 2

have th

excelled

The bal
—The bal

no effectual work can be made

“ fertlem nd confidered 4 it now flands in
« requires to fettlement no lefs cha

Juperpruttures natural to popular g

Under the general head of th
lays it down as a fin
illuftrates fr

landed property* to any confid

not wholly to the exclufion of
y5 which indeed in fmall f
and in this gomm

o

1
cial co

|

SRES,
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to mere men of antient blood, titl

and ex ith wealth enou

fupport thei
fupport their ran

of the clergy, ¥

L
.
1 ;
!
4
*
it i € 1 -
ith the context, it is plain Harrington does not
I even include the idea of the abolition of 7eyalty by

Gromswell; but fimply me

s to make the neceffary

diftinction b

riation of

condud® of Z b, who had

sl

1 the

N e

L

e

nature, faltiou d cor
¢ of Commons'truly repre

the gover POPULAR,

t;
F
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118 THE COMMONWEALTH

e; not only on account of the balance of property
ount alfo of its flo
making it juft. - We

have done with thofe fublime myfteries, whereby

making it #atural; buton a

e Trom ¢
ing from the whole

the will and wifdom of one man, or of three hun-

<d men, are made equivalent to the will and
wifdom of the mil

Unreflecting perfons may

imagine that the king and the lords, as independent

branches of the legifliture, ought to have egual

power with the Houfe of Commons, But in the

prefent ftate of things, this were naturally nrpnf—

fible 5 and to think them entitled to fuch equality
were a pernicious error. The negative of the

crown is, it is true, a fhadowy, but not intirely an

ufelefs form.

The duke of Richmond, in his letter to colo-
nel Sharman, indeed, fays,—I admit that 1 am not
asive of the crown. My re:

« for refloring the neg
« fonis, that it appears to me prepofterous, that

man fhould for ever obftruct

¢ the will of o

« every regulation which all the reft of the
And fo long as tl

# nation may think neceffary.""

power of the purfe is wholly in the Houfe of Com-
mons, while the millions to be reprefented there

poffefs the folid wealth and property of the ftate,

as well as its phyfical firength, there can be no

doubt but that #here is the true feat and foundation

nent, the real folid fovereignty of the
ftate ;

of goverr

IN DANGER. 1y

iting with itfelf by the will of the people,

fate; u
and for porpofes the, moft falutary, the digr
55 the fplendour and good-

nd wifdom of a nobil
nefs of royalty, And a negative in the crown migh
 to be

poffibly be a beneficial prerogative, if
exercifed to caufe a reconfideration of a bill before

it pafied

0 a law.

ent, the noble

At pref
jelty is ki

and free confent of th

g; and fo they may remain, with the full
people: but a defpicabl
havi

oLtcarcay of 4 g in effed
elbowed all the (lmc‘ eftates of the Commonviealch
ent has Jong been
blic T

efore ne

out of their independence, dif

brew

g, and now agitites the

fmall degree. Reformation is
<« reformation of gove

and our author

with which a principality”

“ ment, being af
[princely or kingly government] < may ftand,’
the prince w fable, What,
then, are we to fay of thofe apaftates, and thofe men
lofs turf,

idburft, where the hon

of Old Sarum and M
and the very flones in the wall appoint our legifla-
tors 2 what fhall we fay of the whole Rotten-bo-
rough fation, who dare to make war upon Re-
form, by all the arts of corruption and intrigue, by
of efpionage,

the perverfion of law, the infamie
/ the infatuation of

and & fyftem of terror |—Ma
the day, in conzending againft nature and nature’s

14 right

e g

.
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e end of € hu

nouring and blefli T

irlt care of &

he of titles of

times, was only chas

greater in fo carly difcern-

1in making

as he fhews h

alance of a ftate,

s the balance of
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i sd\miarihy and arificray Kidkding the b 7th, From the internal evidence of the work now
: And has not.this balance of gpirion prevailed, € under confideration, The 4 of Lash =
! while the balance of property, almoft exclufively, ifhed in 1659, 1 incline to an opinion, that Har-
; the contrary foale > Has it not, as it were by rington at that time wifhed he had given his great
tment, blown the maffive monarchy of work, the Oceana, a lefs learned garb; chat he had
into:the air, and given her rich nobility and Alopicd is officés and fiies more to the Giig]

1

> . Y ih S en; and that, as 1t £
i Erre® Afien foch fan and habits of Englifhmen; and that, as a mateer of

priefthood to the fo a i h
expediency, in drawing up that fyltem of govern-

B S

example, will princes and nobles, in an

= of light and thought, difregard the power of ment for the adoption of Cromwell, he had propo

¥ i ! Wiill xhey ot amommoinEN i for the chief magiftrate an herediary king : and §

% K lions to shts and reafon. of masty alfo incline to imagine. that, had this been part of
R iey e parc wihl s st Hhy o the plan, Harringtor’s Commonwealth had at this

T IO day been the Conflitution of England, and the houfe

s of unfubftantial
to bold folid enjoyments;—and exchange HtCror

ell on the th

rone,

forms,
invidious and offenfive cuftoms, for the efteem, the

*Tis certainly remarkable, that afeer having fo |

reverence, and the affetions of the people #—May

arded, in his ori

efore, take council of the wife Elizadeth, cfully g

they, t

reditary throne, he fhould here make

and regulate their condud by the change in this ba-
lance of opinion, as well as

knowledgments in its favour; that,

by the change in that of

I 1l ; feen deep enough into the {cience ¢
property. Let kings recolle, that although the vul- SE OEep COOUER I e

have framed a well-ordered commonwealth, he:

gar confound reyalty with monarchy, as one and the

ty ¢ might have remained,” confiftently

fame, they are in faét on ere rel: ditary

ons;; although

« with the full perfe@tion of the orders requifite to

of one family, they are different branchy

Mo-

popular government;” and not only fo, but « with

#arely, the elder, the obnoxious branch, may, a

nd revenue to the

«dignity

ought to become extin®; while rayalty, himproved a

barged of all envy

ople, onc

younger, adoping new principles, and acting w

| wiftlom, jiftice; temper, and farknefs, has nothi ing and experiencing its blefiings, would not agree

e R o atne etamicat.” caloulated (o ERaW
’ to fear ; but may furvive the change of to quit fuch a government,” calculated to befto:
fourih. on themas

perfedt felicity" as it isin the power of
“t

i R AL i < L Sl T e
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i G 124 THE COMMONWEALTH IN DANGER. 125

H y < human nature to cnjoy.” And he that, at this therefore, time, while we talk about repairing™t

? fearful mor judice and paf . sundations of out liberties in the Houfe of Com-

royalty canifin, Im the oppone mons, to conlider alfo how to place and fecure
; by ng both parties the unreafonablenefs wes of royalty and nobility, as orders
bade them to ¢ nonw and
de-
and ariffscracy have been defcribed
8th. This laft 1fider y worithing under the g of infant de~

of the balan nd, 110 y. y mind, there is more

5 " and this figure, than the author of it was probably

¥ ‘1 i NATUR opule aware of. In the viper, there are other ditinguifh-

] gover P ; ing properties befides pojfon. When monarchy and

: with wifdom, that, were they not ariftocracy have fo much overbearing pre

& s H #, they m rancy, that they can play the tyrant, then de

i" a Now, in order to comprehend their full their poifon to the life of freedom 5 but fo ¢

we muft not only imbibe the adthor’s ele- 25 to prevent this cffedt, they may afford i
i vated fentiments, refpeting effe@s of repub-~ ¢ and . << Trwill bec tint t
government, and ) of the 1 ami f
duced in a Commonwealth; but we ought fo Harrington, *to fp: word to fuch -
r declaration, that in our “ to infinuate to the nobility or gentry 2 !\

} L2 4 ithfland « the people, or to the peoplea fear of the 3

o it 7ol their bealth,  or gentry, t erefts were deftructive f

1 « (o cach other; when indeed an a

! ¥ fuch a ca
i : x voven, with nfent of the without
people, spular governments, It feems, 2
i therefore, How,

41501484
, Mizuta Library, 41501484



126 THE COMMONWEALTH

How, then, are we to gu Commonwealtl

againft the poifir, and to fec foment

and medicine, that is,

mona

means are ob-

ty, that is, dov

n to every ta:

ed houfehold:
caufe them to be equally, fully, and effedi
reprefented in annual parli
word &ing

ments : excha

ity for that of commonwealth; and ac-

o that wife and

commodat lutary exchange, the
, with its apy

envy,” will r

Wd Jiberty, without abolifhing

ights, difturbing the public tranquillity, or even
fhaking any
of a herald, an antiquary, or an old woman, will
:d on foundations as du

more r

pe prejudice, than the

rable as the race of

ofe an atten

to words. V

of as both
ull well. It is for
afon that knaves are perpetually

io

the wife and the w

|
this r

ling

mankind, by an

mifufe

d perverfion of

words 5 while fuch men as 4/

and Tooke have labou

flightelt of th

1t were the imperfections of lang
« inft ‘
weighed, a great many of the contraverfies thar

« make fuch a noife in the world would of them-

ument of knowledge, more tho

and the way to knowledge, and

“ felves c

« ce too, lie a great deal opener than
« See Zaa fions of Purley, for
this fubjec at large.

Having thus finithed my obfervations on this
chapter of Harrington, fo applicable to the healing
meafure I recommend ; of calling our government
by name, what we know it to be in faf, a Cou-
xplain the propricty of ac-

MONWEALTH, let me

our language and our law to this

commodat

jult, this neceffary, this important ditinction

want of attention to which has too long caufed

much inconfiftency, much confufion «

much mifchief

well as what may be called our

feerns almoft wh rived from t

under a mon, and were
bitr "owards tf
£ [
of accful to a
der it o

e

41501484
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THE MMONWEALTH IN DANGER Y29 |
mation, 1o ady perience, can ever eradi- Would it not run full as well to fay, *Be ic
j y cate. Al the lawyers and all their books, by ¢ therefore enacted by the people of this Common-
monftrous fictions grounded on the pretenfions of ¢ wealch in Parliament affembled, with the counfels

ole pro- “and affent of the Lords of Par

¥ feudal tyrants, fuppofe the king t

ament and his
I our lands, the fole fource of all our

; laws, and fovereign lord c gs and all per-

Hence all w

ricy of the

ke their own law

cir gower, counflled by the wjion of th

nted to and ex-

s name; no man ecuted

i
kills a hare ¢ under an au- :
k L ; s oy nbling of parliaments,” &c. the
the f whole of the faid a& repealed, *“ annulled and utterly made
of the monarch, a * void,”—¢ and becaufe, by the antient laws and ftatutes of
d if, while his « this realm, made in the reign of ;,nn;.“‘u I parlia-
i ST ‘4 ments e (0 be held wery o, your Mjey’ and
< loyal fubjects by do befeech your mof excellent Ma
wives pull «jefly,” [a feceet, penfioner to Louis XIV. & igate b
the ftreet, ¥ rsyes of e utorelt of Kis countiy] * that, Bersiice, the
3 “ lord the “f d holding of parliaments fhall not be intermitted or
g the Jate, forfooth sbove three years at the mof,
millions do not even make our I A
i e T which « that a parl <

o perial

bare admiffion of their

of a lile flattery, there

fome jcint autherity in the proceeding.®

Would

1
}
|
41501484
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130 THE COMMONWEALTH

ccuted by the goodne/s of the firft magiftrate, chis,

furely, is the language of propriety and reafon
and the only language becoming the dignity of a

free nation.

The writer, in thus labouring to get rid of words,

and phrafes, and abfurd forms of proceeding, relative
to the conftitutional conneéZion between the people
of England and their king, which have not only

widely propagated the moft pernicious errors re-

fieing our conftitution, but have produced prac-

cal evil of great magnitude, and of the moft fatal

confequences ; has but too much reafon to fear
that he fhall experience the fame inattention of a
thoughtlefs public to what he #ow fays, as he ex-

perienced in 1775, as heretofore mentioned,* when
he laboured on

to expofe the erroneous notions which then pre

actly the famr

kind of ground,

vailed, refpe@ing the comnection between  chis

y and her colonies; and when he recom-

now he does, A MEASURE OF RECONJ

ned by cvery principle of our

T fhould even approve of his beir

able to fay os
prefentment of a Bill, ¢ The king recommends a recon.
ment, * The
dhio T e, his M
in council fhould ftate his objections, and fend th
If thofe objedtions fhould not ca
Bill, then, on b

g again prefented, the royal affent

* g3 A
COL&A;U{JOI:,

IN DANGER. 131

conflitution, every motive of policy and

and every precept of religion and morality ;
in times of civil difiention and party violence muft
, if poffible, the

an blood and nation

prompt every good man to prev

of hui

1 calamity.

Forefecing, and forctelling,

the colonies muft terminate in their in

nd perceiving on examination of the g

e was their right, and

11efs of public prejudice. when fupported 1

ndepende
F

by truth, reafoned with his infatuated countrymen,
and recommended, on al the motives of that im-
flative indepen=

loft Bri

on of 1
T

gin

. His country
fhe annihilated 2

illions flerling;*

ce ftronger in that day than i

can and Englifbnar
lican and Royalift :
ed

is the hope that

antipathy between

was faint to that between Ref

and mild, comp:

with e

efent lofs of feamen by the total

¢ 35 or 40,000; an objeét of

e

41501484
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132 THE COMMONWEALTH

he calm, impartial voice of co

to which tk ould liften, fhoull w obtain

a candid hea

however, is the concern

The v

of thofe to v iter has

difcharge J the duty of a citizen watchful of his

country’s good.  If he deceive not himfelf, he h

fhewn and the repu

means the moft conftitutional, fimple and

which all their feparate fears may be diffpared, all

all their differences recon-
the common

grounds

Lefs

an what he has done, he could not recon-
cile to his own mind, when he contemplated the
e e

nfations of Providence which

difpe

a great change in the

g them by

t moral

very

fubj

are open r own con-

dition, of e for the profic of
their Jords ;— erns alfo of

2 defpoiifin

IN DANGER. T

33

defipotifim are provoking their own downfal, by the

rancour of their fpirit and the egregious folly of

their condudt; a period when the eriumphs ar
the energies of ref
Atlantic, procla
ment for every one who prefers the dignity of
A fubject;
of divine pro-

publicanifm on both fides the

m it to be the fpecies of govern-

7 a citizen to the debafement of beir

iod to which the fi

s ago dif-

tin@tly pointed, as to a time of awfu

events; and,
in countries of great political depravity, but two
probably, of &

chaos and a new creation, as,
in one inftance, we have already feen.

a period of fuch impreflions as thefe, it be-
comes a thinking man, who believes a moral go-

nment of

he world, to look into his own

bofom, and to afk Kimfelf if in fuch a feafon he
will verture on tical fiep, of the moral
rectitude of which he fhall not be fatisfied ; if he
can fortitude thofe public calami

which feem 1mp"nd:n”; and if he be prepared to

render an account of his fhare in tranfactions, upon
which the future fate of

s country fhall depend.

Fonate confide
In advifing them for th

ion of what he has offered.

welfare, they have this

K3 g

ind

e g——
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j ground far confiding in his fincerity, that he has pack into her bofom: and the Convention,
] not been in the habit of courting their fimiles, nor crowned with glory, and enjoying the full confi-
of Batering their pilig Under dence of their conftituents, would then have an
; he wihes them advifers equally opportunity of clofing their revolucionary labours,
Y ually folicitous to point out to sk s thing by giving 2 lating conftitution and repofe to_thy
that belong to their peace, their intereft and their country.
our.
{ When we fee temptations fo irrefiftible fet before
Should the tri-coloured once fly on the a fiery, am , ardent people, who are not only
Tower of London, from that momen, whatever embittered towards Eugland, by a rankling recol-
might be the fate of the pe e privileges of lection of fucceflive mortifications, from the days
eiobiliogeAlGiE vemslin e i esunitilacedd of Edward 111. to thofe of George II1.; but are
But confequences {ill more ferious might be found ftung with a fleeplefs revenge for England’s ftriking
' in the train of fuch an event. By a conqueft of their new-bornliberty, and attempting to replant
this ifland, not only the Britifh navy would be 2 the tree of defpotifin in devaftation and blood ;—
4 ded to the marine of France ; but Treland alfo m when, I fay, we contemplate thefe mighty motives
1 fall ; and the Britith empire in 4fia and the gl to fuch minds as now direct the counfels of France,
A Tudies be transferred to the conquerors; then truly fuffering ourfelves to be over-run, to
poffefling the dominion of the fea from pole o terms of fraternity and freedom, as the y
Tell me not, that, with {uch priz Savoyards, the Spaniards, the Flemings, the Bra- i
zes which the conqueft of tk banters, and the Dutch!—No: no: no! By fra- !‘
—France will attack you at a diftance ternizing with thofe nations, France aims at a
g !—No: If you put not inftantly on the complete afcendancy in dominion. By fraternizing i
complete armour of reprefentation, and wield not with Britain, that afcendancy would not be deci-
the potent fword of a Saxon militia; you are a five; and we might ftill eclipfe her ‘glory in the i
fubdued people ! Succefs in this enterprize would alt and in the weft.—What have we, then, to ex- !
fatisfy the great ambition of Fis B pe, from being unable to refift the armies of
i and occupying fuch conquefts, fhe would Pichegru ?—Not fraternity 3 but fubjugation : not
burthensd of armies too numgrous to be received s participation with Frenchmen in freedom and
back K profperity 5

» 41501484
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136 THE COMMONWEALTH

profperity 5 but to be hewers of wood and drawers
of water to unforgiving

conquerors; and, in a
groaning fervitude, to expiate the crime of having
yielded up our country to the pillag
liberties to the defpotifin of bafe Borough-holders,
And is it at fuch a momer
man

as this, that men de-
—< Would things be better if Parliament
were a real reprefentation of the people ¥'—That
matters never will be bettered by fi
men they deferve to be ¢

ch men—if
lled —as afk che queftion,
is moft unqueftionable. NATIONAL ENERGY

the thing wanted, from THE N
1 be drawn.—It can

be drawn from things
in human form, that conceive not what the
tion means: it cannot be draw
the gorged and fiwolen blood-

immediate caufe of national wea

vord

from the leeches,

s, who are the

knefs and laffitude ;
d whofe deleterious influence threatens a fpeedy
death.—Order a mufter of the m,"m:rn AND
Firry-rour : Call them into your Set

dimenfions of

the reptiles before your eyes :

their

ty : Eftimate their worth in the day of
: Afk them, if the

maggots of corruption can
conquer armies ; or the worms of the dunghill de-
fend a nation !l!—It were a mufter and a ferui
from which you muft turn with the deepefl difg
and contempt unutterable l—Good God ! that Bri-
tain fhould be in fuch a ft

e of debility and degra-
dation, when the has to contend for her all! That fhe

fhould

IN DANGER. 137

s poifoned,

fhould be doomed to have her counf:
er arm unnerved, her very heare alienated

her he: .n]

rith ferpents a

d nourith c

tion \nJ is it at a moment fo awful, and with-

out

reprefentation re-
that Patriots

dre 1t aflonifhed
cou that they fi for the , all
proceedings on the fubject of Parliamentary Re-

form |—Tell me, O I

owed thee too far !

tifm, have I not fol-

thoy, indeed, o

ught
that I can comprehend !

Tn hopes of having on the 14th of this month

reafon to ftrike my pen through the

prefs; buc to my great cc
ftand.

the paffage muit
As the focicty in queftion

has not, like

public, its individual mem-

neans of exculpation, when
pprehend blame is 1!@ Iy to fall on the
on the prefent occafion in this

predicament, T feel it nece

to the ; iftification
of my own condu®, and to that place in

P
eftimation which I wifh o hold, tha the
fufp

b

to de

nfion appears to me, in ever

nded in error, and, ac the prefent jun
peculiarly wrong. 1 not only voted againi

but very carly afterwards, affited by Mr. L

.
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Mr. Clifford, Mr. Gurney, Mr. Mn\\"cH and

Mr. Holt White, T drew up
Public, to be offered for the adoption of ¢

Addr

affigning reafons why it was time to refume our
proceedings; which addrefs was fo far approved by
the Committee, that, together with a motion for

reconfidering the meafure of fafpenfion, it was re-
commended to the fociety to adopt an addrefs of
the fame purport ; and for the purpofe of difcufling
thefe queltions, the Committee called an Extraor-
f the Society. At that

dinary General Meet
n to refume our

meeting, held on the 12

proceedings was made by and feconded by
M. Rutt; and in my ju

that gentleman, of Mr. Gurne y, and Mr. Clifford,

the arguments of

who { H'-rud the motion, were unan{werable.

¢ we loft the queftion by a divifion of 39 againtt

163 afier which the fociety adjourned for TRER

MONTHS.

Thofe three months ought, furely, to have been

otherwife employed. Inftead of fo adjourning, the
fociety in my opinion ought to have redoubled its
zeal and ativity ; and to have employed the tran-

quil interval, during which we may expect to be

ions, refolu-

fecure from invafion, in fuch declara
»ns, and other proceedings, as fhould moft ef-

tend towards getting the fate, at that

tied of the approaching florm, when ous
only

IN DANGER. 139
only alternative may be, a Reform or a Revolu-
tion, into the fafe.port of the Confticution. The
following arguments for redoubling our efforts in

the caufe of Reform, are not, furely to be difre-

garded.

Firft, That nothing can fo effe@ually difpofe the
elves in

people of Great Bricain, to exere the

defence of their country againft inv

on, as 1o give

them fuch a ftake and intereft in the conftitution,

as a free people ought to poffels.

That to extend the Ele&ive Franchife to all

Houfcholders piE sl focad the repre-

blith annual eletions are ne~

he Houfe of

rovifions of

Common
a fingle fatute, fo ncither an actual invafion, nor

oth

caufe of public alarm, or confufion, which
fhould not neceffarily prevent the fitting of Par-
i

time fur

, and the execution of the laws, can at any

M a jut pretence, for poftponing a mea-

fure fo effential to the prefervation of the conftitu.

cion, s giving the people

ature which is their

That

.

-
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140 ‘THE COMMONWEALTH

That in cafe the calamitous fituation of the
country fhould render a permanent fitting of Par-

liament neceflary or expedient, it might be pro-
vided in the A for effect

ng the propofed Reform,
the new Reprefentatives, to be firft chofen

er that A&, fhould be eleted during the con-
tinuance and fitting of the prefent

that the prefent parli he diffolved
until fuch new Reprefentatives were ready to enter

upon their fanctions,

Th e of

therlands and Holland to defend thei

the difinclination of the peoy

countries againft the French, muft be attributed to

the want of an identity of intereft, and community

of feeling, with thofe in whofe hand

the legifla-

tive and exccutive funcions of their governments
were placed j—to that certain, though perhaps
fecret, hoftility,.which muft ever fubfift between
oppreffors and the oppreffed.

That the impreflion made upon the people of

entrée on the

by the offer of the joyeu
part of the Emperor’s government, when obliged

10 retire before the approaching armies of France,

is an inftrutive‘ example to our Borough-holders,

that reform 1

IN DANGER. 141

That the fame may alfo be truc of arms, has
been fhewn by the condud of the Dutch, W
to them of true po-

hen

lied upon w

fs; and when offered

litical liberty, to ri
thofe‘arms of which they had before been denied
the ufe ; in filent ullen difdain, they refufed

ntial Rerform in the Foufe of

That a ful
Commons, and a revival of the Saxon Militia, in=
cluding every Houfcholder, are the beft, and ap-
ently the only means, of obtaining an hono

ble and fecure peace.

ofing the miniftry of this cc

i
con honeft men who faw the neceflity of a

fubftantial Reform in the Houfe of C

mmons ;

who ftood pledged to c
fhould acc
as men and as minifters,

but thould find the corrupt interefts of the Borough-

fort to obtain it

mongers, too powerful for their united {trength ;
think, be a propofition

there cannof, as 1 mu
re plain, than that fuch minifters muft inftantly

refign their fitvations ; affigning to the king and
¢ manly language of patriotifin,
1 be impof-

to the people, in t!

cly to ad-

: the government, under the indireét and
dark,

T
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dark, but abfolute controul, of an infamous, plun

which faction,

- very exiftence

dering fadtio

would be d over-

an odious tyranny

ion ; and to continue in office

er fuch a facion, would be volu

y to partake

ality, and to co-operate with it, in ren-

dering a recovery of the conflitution impracticable.
That to fall into the fatal error of compromif

with the Borough-mongers, for leavin

portion of their prefent patronage, or corry

leaven

the whole mafs might again be in

ubverfion of our liberties.

reafons laft affigned, cvery poffible

cffort, previous to @ change of minifiry, ought to

be exerted, to weaken the faction of Borou:

t deadly en

That by thy

IN DANGER: 43

tional
misfortunes, their exertions, when oncc called

of all n:

to inform the people of the frie

forth, might be fuccefsfully direfted to the irue

remedy, a Reform in the Commons Houfe of Par-
liament ; for if the people have not already the

neceffary conviction to this end, it is plain that

more inftruétion is wanting; and to what the dif-

tration of their u ted minds may lead them,

when the day of invafion and confi

fion may come,

is an awful confideration for thofe who might have

d them into the paths of the confiitution.

APPENDIX,

R —————TP S
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Bitutional Right u,/] m,

« Tt s the
[De Laud.

 all free men to have arms ;”
< Arms of d

% Copied from the Cop
by W, Sharj

L' g e A A o . e
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c. 9. Free Militia, p. 14, 18. Legal Mode

of fuppreff

Riots, p. 13.]

common and ftatute laws of the realm,

" ce at this day, give the civil ftate in ever;

« county a power, which, if it were perfectly un-

tinually prepared, would ef-

derft

od, and con

fectually quell any riot or infurretion, without

aflitta

ce from the military, and even without th

et and bay

¢ modern riot-act.”—¢ Since the s

erience to he moft effeétu

all perfons, who conftitute the

county, are bound to be ¢

in the ufe of them.”—< And f

th effect is by

mode of ufing them w

s the duty of the whole civil

he platoon exercife, and to learn
gal Mode of fuppref

No nation e

vhich d
Difq. V I

1

« No kingdom can be fecured

the People. The pof

« by arq fion of Arms

« is the diftinétion betw

freeman and a

0.]

Pol. Difg. Vol. 1L

[Fletct

ly acted upon

the above pi utional defence, their

property and habitations, in June 1780, inftead of

being at the rey of an abanc

ble mob, had been
ob had not fpr

quier and fecurity 3

and difimay where-

that
ever it bent its licentious courfe, nor wrapt in
fames whatever became ¢ £ of its capricious

fury

And had the inhabitants in general on

cafion affembled in armed Compan:

their city, as their duty required, the juft fentence
of offended law had not fince lev ) them its
FINEs, in punifhment of th

Is to be pill

gence for fuffering ind

their houfes to be burnt at noon day, ct

und prifons to be broken down, and

be violated,

the refidence and property of millions to be threat-
ened with one common and inftant ruin; as though

ut laws, without mag

it we

e a city wit

without citizens; where every

and given up as a fpoil to the moft brutith and
fenfelefs deftroyers that ever trampled order, juf-

-
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tice, and humanity unde Good God! Can
the inhabitants o cal this feene of he
ror and anarchy to ¢ nds, and yet

form @ ns in every ward, in every

Nor i infecure
than their berties.
For, i le fupine-

nd infatuation, will al er abandon the
nereenary army,

army in time of war will be fubject to a de

ver > a fe vader;

2 ¢ anceltors, when K
E i was defeated at Haflings, and William the
N gle bottle, became at once the

conqueror and the tyrant of England,

t of wif-

apital flill

ot has yet been

re prevention 3—

e
ing the

fufe and forget-

PP DI X 149
fulnefs, while a military power, abho our
) i conftitution, was k ) Over~
awe us, and made on too m ons a fhock-

ing inftrom civil author

it to conv us that there is no prin-

ciple of the conftitution, however facred,

army will ever regard ;—with all the
warnings before our eyes, it s to be hoped
ne : negleét the indifpentible duty of arming
in defence of all that is dear to us, or that can be
, our pofterity ; that our reprefentatives will
a0 longer rming
) the weapons no! that men of rank
fortune, and T f no longer delay

med affociations,

, at a til

when t

onftitutional Statefimen who now prefide over ou

able to the genius of our free

n which, while it fhould give in

would hereafter

nal fecurity to our ifland,

thofe minifters to retrench from the prefent expence
of internal defence, in order to t ou
ternal bulwark the Navy.

June, 1782,

o g i A,

41501484
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prefent, an harvet day’s labour in N fhire,
1 (an u\‘mrﬂn"u)untv and a county of manifaiZure)
y You are paying 25 43 MU
i To HOLLAND FEN Farmers. Jands upon an average fo far from producing four
! 5 times as much corn, do ot yield more than an
{ Plain Truths for Plain Men. additional fourth part; while your grain is inferior
and your markets are lower 5 ot to obferve, that
1F a quicker increafe of tillage than of popula el «d by the quality of land
tion in th e you to give extra wages, than the price of ] i,
| allow the ftrangers who come to
d (OLthe far For this grievance you are indebted to a very
J countics, enough to defiay their expences few lawlefs men. Although the late diforders were
out and home, befides fomething fed by the vigilance of your magiftrates,
k! get w;; work, or of not being fu yet effe@s of thefe diforders you yet feel. The
the market fo apprehenfion of purchafing employment at d |
bably would not ev 170 per cent. upon the hazard of their lives, has driven numbers of the :
1 wages of adjc z counties; b /b out of the country ; and the rioters themfelves
n; in general it we ave been obliged to leave v t
content the labourers who refort to you. e : = eant to hayecmon
it is true, like any other marketable commaodity, fent fearcity of hands, o i
will A deficiency of hands in the mar- when it is a notorious fact, that at the commence~ {
ket, or a fudden ripening of your harvefts, would ment of the feafon there w urers in abun- A
raife them ; a medium fupply of hands and a gra B
dual ripening would keep them Rationary 5 and f
a fup of hands at any time would lower Hence, allo cerc houfe refolutions ¢ Not
them. Thus, both to mafter and fervant, one to work a week, and not to |
{ year’s lofs would balance another year’s gain. At The unthink-
L practicable to
R blifhed and ditributed in in confequence of a F
infu 0
it v

41501484
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carr latter part of their plan into execution—

1 upon the firft, T am not in-

ngs, 1 do not fee

f can by keeping

perfeétly free fions of vio-
lence, and a market for labour fairly open. Da
you expeét that thofe, who have this year been

for fear of their lives, will come next

ger of fo doing

to cut your harveRt ? The da
omes fiff, when they are without defence. The

;s afte

oken

ure their

, or their fraured feulls,
e of things you will not, my f
Te will b

In fhort,

ur prefent helplefs con

ditic W ys t

o7 that will raife wages,

: ¢ s to the lafh of the law. .
, you may afk, do I give

formation, unlefs 1 have

t projofc? 1 am ready to

cftion,

I will tell you the remedy. It is cheap, it is

in the | nance of a duty

Jutely

APPENDIX
equired by th
. Put your

law of the land, -and it is

in a condition o |

e conftant efficacy to thofe
laws which without your

peace, to

Tiftance no magiltrates
can duly, fully, and completely inforce. Provide

youtfelves and familics. 1 the magiftrate
your affiftance, you
re prepared to attend him and fupport him as the

fhould then have occafion for

One mufket and a bayonet in defence

eace and law,

match for fcores of feythes
he hands of men confcious of criminality.
When each Farmer is known to have arms for

f, and for two or three or more trufty per-
fons, and all are re:

hinr

ly on the le

hbours, th

arm to defend

themfelves and neig

¢ will be no bullying

out of the profits of his harveft, and the

ob-law will become r

lous.

Ep—

-
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154 APPENDTIRX
and forgotten. But the reafon of the thir
)

nowledge of

f will convince you

. You know that it is the duty of

the magiftrates to fupport the laws, and, when ne-

es, o af

spear perfonally for fupprefling
every man is bound to obey

, and aid them in the execution of

their fammor

that duty. But how, if refiftance be made, are

you to repel rioters provided with clubs, fcythes
f not provided with fuitable arm

ad pitch-forks, if not

o seing the off arms, it would

to provide any oth Thefe fame

be ufelefs in other refpe

They
robb

defend your houfes from hil

rom the vermin that devour it.

your ¢

rioters

You remember the mifchiefs: done
when this Fen was firft inclofed, Do
rers fued the Hundred, and re-
The laws of England do

me. But the

t you re-

colle& that the fu

covered their damages?

:«? fending:

the peace and
tants, for

\ to the \lm ages fuftained

punifhed by a

and that fine was levied upon it accordingly. Can

you imagine that when your property is endanger-

ed, the Magiftrate only is to rifk his life in de-

fending it? o do you fuppofe that it is the bufinef

of the army, and th

you are not a all concerned

in

155
in the matter? Before the property of the nation
ettually preferved in fecurit

]

dation) th

that property up. An army, when the mif-

inf the pafibility of
t be an army fufficict

T

an 'w:'ul Yeo-

e, can quell riots,
manry only can prevent them. While foldiers are

quartered at Zork, rioters raze o the ground the

hile foldiers

gham

This is the lm:ofkcunry afforded to

the

« Sceing, as I pafled, a b on enquiry T found

it was Dr. Prieflley’s; I alightcd from my horfe, and walked
over the ruins of that laboratory, which I had left home with
the expectation inftruction in—of that laboratory,
i f which b illu man but
s carried its

e civilifed world ;

, convey the of its

Church and King on all the baros
ed a m

5 pardon

Thefe

the princ

s that inft

2 g

41501484
ary, Mizuta Library, 41501484



156 A

the property a
athers to defend them, v
of nature, fel

damental law of thie land,

on fenfe,

ft as old as
gofpel 5 where we read, that, « When a firong
ed ke

peace.’—If

man ar

his houfe, his goods are

ou with to follow my advice, do

fer it till next harveft. A good refolu

on de-
otten. Th

Jyear, is to carr

in great danger of being

ave Irifh labourers e

this plan into ¢ execution ; that thofe now

carry home the intellige;

in the country may

know that

y may return to you ftance in

fecurity. It is therefore recommended to you to

confult toge! n to fub-

, and each mr

feribe for the purchafe of as many mufkets as

fhall choofe for himfelf and The larger
I =

your order, the cheaper will

me hand-bill h

of the ot that addrefs be tran!

iner Englith 2—Tou are @ fet of

—awbich, bowever, you have pufbed a litle 1

lo after that the wholc town was not plundered and

needs wait to know what his nei our me

Lorp,

long fince T have offered y

IR

g P G -
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luftance. Could T peruft
moft poig;

without the

1t emotior

It attempting to

it fuch

wer to Wi

move thofe who have |

ftain

d to manhood as tt

xes on my country, 1 fhould merit def
d the letter, my Lord, I befeech you; and
read alfo the trial of the writer. If he meric the

treatment he has received, I alfo, and your Gra

ought to be caft into dungeons amongft f
But if he be the virtuous victim of that corrupe

fyftem which your Grace and I have

aboured to reform——TIt is needlefs to fay oeeres

1 am,

Your Grace’s well-wither,

JOHN CARTWRIGHT.
Brothertoft Farm,
Dec. 11, 1793

Line
or
1
o

a
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