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sakdsas

To the
READER-

E Authowr of this par-
' phlet,althongh be bad e~
m[xﬁin d it to bL;w/-

,r'i(red That it 16 ot (for
main) much liable to
and although IJL hath nofurther cae

entertainment

(whereofthe Iq(e

wft be the Il/’/

ommon p

asufeto r,n/zf{n/?/u :
their Readers. et fome thing 1]‘ [‘ulﬂ:
wfiome only he w 2

andto acquaint the R
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To the Beader

much by way of Apology for bimfelf. |

That thiswas written divers year)
[fince, withoxt any purpefe of ever let
ting it go abroadsthat the chief endy
it was 1o cleer to himfelfwho is a lou
of rationall knowledg,an acconnt of
groundsof - his ovwn belief, and to tha

To the Reader

That fince the compofing of this,be
waws that divers Baokes of the fume,
prgument bave been written by men
farre more knowing them himfelfe , bup
hat he hath not yet rsd any of them,
bror knows whether be doe agree with
hem or wot,which abflinence

sinfed partly for that be is himy

end to lay in ordler bis feattered notion} biefied by what is bere delivere.

concerning that [ubjelds and this beind

ertly for that be had no /m'

tends ds an Apology for the bomelinellyindle to alter this which

of the fiile.
That at the fame time when it wal
written, it was alfo deliveredin a pris

\ vt courfe of religions exercife, anfMachiavelians, an 1}

.9t will be the excufe for fuch repetiti
ght otherwife fecm illfavourel

in the fvverall Seions of its
That mln time of kis compofing i

tute of the affiftance of b

e canfe that it is nol
Awith teflimonies and citation)
s, but comes ont nakedy
! oncly by 1he eorde
of reafon that it trufl

Th

hongh poffivly it might
er
That whereas be [p

fufeof thofe names onely ina pop
way,as they are names of Charatfers
well known among(t ws, and that he ix.
tends not to traduce I/voh Authours, oy
mﬁ any contumels them.

aftly, He veuit needs acknowledge;
tlm bzfnn’ the edition of this be hath
feen 14. Hobs bis Leviathin, and o=
ther Bookes of his, wherein that whick
icin this Treatife intended as the main
Foundation
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To the Reader

Foundation whereon the [econd Difs
cour(e (OF the Souls Immortality))
infifls, isfaidtoimply acontradiction
viz. That there are any fuch thingy
as Immaterial or Incorporeall fub
ftances,  Ppou which occafion by
thought good enelyto fay,That he hath
4 & and a very bigh
efteen: forth rthy Gentlom but}
be muft ingenonfly

a great proportion of itis foundec
abelicf , and_expectation concerning
bim , a f mnch hnowledge in
him, and a n expeitation of thofe Phis
lofophicall and Muthematicall wovks,
which he bath wndertaken s and nol
{0 muchuponwhat be hath yet publifbed
totheworld,and that he doth not fie
reajon from thence to recede from any
thing wpon bis Awthority ; although be
Spall avonch bis difeonrfeto  proceed

¥ %0 the Readert
 fos, which ave ex ceedingly [bort of thas
cwidence and truth which is required
tomake a difcourfe able to bear that
reputation,

That in this cafe M, H,is orly a
mgative witnefe, andbis meaning in
denying Tncorporeallfubflances,canra-
tionally imoport no more but this, that
hebimfelfe hath not an_apprebenfion
of any fuch beings, and that bis cogita~
tion (asto the fimple objeds of it)
hath never vifen beyond imugination,
orthe firft apprebenfion of bodies pere
formedin the brains but to imagine
that noeman hath an  apprehenfion of
the God head, becanfe he may not per=
baps think of bim [0 niuch as to frip
off the corporeall cincunflances where-
with be dothufe to fancy himsOrto
conclude every manamder the [entence
of being non~fenficall, whofocver have

Mathematically. ~ That he is fure he

bath muzh injured the Mathematicks, |

andthevery name of demonfiration,by

beflowing it upow fome of bis difzonr-| M. Hob

fe

fpokes or written of Incorporeall fub-
Jtances | be doth conceive to be things
ot to be made good by the Antharity of
obs,
That




Tothe Resder
That wheréss very many men doy
profeffe an apprehenfion of fuch beings)
andbe in the mean time profsffes thif
to beimpoffible,this Anthorjs hard P
10 it to exenfe this from much incivi.
lity, and co s.the import of ity
amonnit 10 thus much,that he conceives
bimfelfin the bigheft & utmaft bound
of huntane apprebenfion, anid that bis
reafon is the meafiure of trathyand
what he [ees not is invifibleshe concein
fthe cafe in this to be alikesas if whils
#g at [upiter, on,
cyed, the other witha|
Telefeopes the former fhonld-avow that
Tupiter had no'attendants; and that it
were impolfible-be frould have any:the
veafonwhy M. H. denies thofe being
whilefl ot her - suen apprehend them, s
for thatbe  lookesat them with bis
Fancy,they with their minde,
Many more things he hadto fay for

hinfelfybut he underfiands wos fully)

the ufe or benefit of Apologies,

g68228%%9%

The Contents

Part.

SECT. I
Preface,
SECT. M.

F the defigne ad definition of
(9) Religion, the *prejudices and
pretences againft the Chriftian , the
fum of what is in controverfie dedu-
ced to three Queftions.

3 Being P
Sl Atim'mtu‘_é”l God

3. Of the Immortality of the foules of
men.

. Of the Authority of the Scriptures.
3. Of the Authority of FWCT
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SECT, IIL

Ofthebeing of God evited by way
of demonftration from the Crea-
tures, pag. 12

SECT:aV.
Ofthe Attributes of God,thofe like-
wife evitted from the Creatures.
pag. 20

Part If.
SECEEL

A Propofall of the Argument for the
Immortality ofthe Soule, and 2
manifeftatit of the major propo-
fition,that Jncorporeall fubftances
areimmortall. pag. 37

SECT. M

A Proof of this Propofition, that the
Souls of men are Jncorporeall
fubftances, by comparing the af-
fections of bodies with thofe of
fouls. pag. 42

SECT. IIl.

Afurther proof of it by the generall

wayof Apprehenfion. pag. 48
SECT.1V.

The fame further demonfirated fro
the feverall acts of the foul
fimple apprehenfions.  pag

SECT V.
From Judgment and Difcourfc
pag: 64
SECT VI
An Application of the former Pro-

pofitions to the inference of 2 Re-
ligion
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ligion in generall,and a propofall
of the third in order to the Chrif-
tan. Pag .

Pare. ITI

€oncerning the truth and
Authority of our Seri-
pture.

SECT. I
Petitions and Cautions premifed ta
the Queftion, p. 82

SECT. II,

The Affertion refolved into two
Propofitions,the former underta-
ken, that whofoever believes the

Hiftorical part of the Scripture
muft

e — T

muft believo the Doftrinall  p,88
SECT. I

The kinds and degrees of the caufes
of Hiftorical Faith in general. p.g8

SECT. 1V.

An Application of thofe generall
grounds to the Hiftory of the
New Teftament, and a proof of
this Afferfio, That thereis as gtear
reafon to believethe New T
mefitsas to believe any other
tory in the World. p-1

SECT. V

That there is much greater reafon
tobelieve the Hiftory of the New
Teftament, then any other Hfto-
Iy, p. 16

SECT
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SECT. VL.

That the Old Teftament is the word
of God. A Propofall of three af-
fertions, whereby it is concluded:

pe131
SECT. VIL _

‘The firlt affertion proved , That the
Books of the Old Teftament,which
we now receive, are the fame
which the Jews doe now receive.

p. 136.

SECT- VIII.

That the Books which the Jews doe
now receive, are the {fame which
they have received ever fince the
Confignation of their Canon.

p- 141

SECT

SECT IX.

That in our Saviours time thefe
Books were true,and confequent-
ly were the Word of God, p. 148.

SECT X.

That thereis no reafon to disbelieve
the Scriptures. Objections briefly
propofed and anfwered: firft ge-
nerall Objeftions againft the
whole: P 15K

SECT. XI.

Objetions againft particular parts
briefly propofed and anfiwered.
p: 163

Parcl
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(ESSG e Sty
PART-I.

Dreface.

SEGT. L

ough T

gain that fi

long fince :

of all that will be i

when T confider thofe ndals,which

the lcofeneffe ofour times have

offered even to the religious,andthe

lbold & horrid pride & prefamption
B of
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Par

and Epicures, which bya
und o afident uhnm«;
ity of all things (under-§
bx'ui £

th Calumny, w hichif
fently e boldly charged,

\L[U)

t
although the ﬂrenmhofvm contra
belicfdo 15 £ro a full affent
ing

b
ngs may be as they are fpokens&

Attributes of G
ing »mhdhuwwn ‘J( Hon , yet
h: that the th cern our

vied to
belicfin

e, nay not unnec
adifcourfe of Rel
common Element
tals,

y of demon-
ftration , and lead on the weakeft
from fuch things as they theme!
cannot deny , tothe Ml'\nm'

B
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Ppart I Aitributes of God,
& The Being and Partl| bletothe apprehenfion which all of
ment of the my(teries of our faith, &) us have ofit. Religion isa refigna
to the pra atice of the laws and m—‘r of our felves to God, withar
ation of reward; The defigne indced
of Religion, however it ought to be
meerly obedience to the pleafure &
S EC T H the will of God, & the height of it is
o barely terminated in his glory , (fo
| that the higheft a&t of it isAdoration)
yet I fay the defigne of mens Reli-*
4 fon, is, that it may be well unto
he Chriftian , thef themfelves, and co bring them to an
n controverfic def eftate of happineffe. The very defini-
Queftions. tion of Religion fuppofeth a God-

junétions of our Religion.

Of the defigne and_definiti
i prejudices, and p
e

2.2

o head , according to that of the A~
k iributes pofGod poltle, He that comethto God muft
i 2.0fth Im/,mymln) a/t/v Jouls of mi beleive that God is. The very defigne
| 2.0 the WW,) of Seriptures. | otitfuppofeth that both the party

worfhiping is capable of rewards , &

b
it 1y begin with the confif that God ikewife doth not neue&
i VX deration of the definicionfhis fervices (in the following words
[

(and the defign of our felves in thefofthe Apoftle) that he is the rewar-
| matter ) of Religions however thel der of tbaﬁ- that diligently [cek bim,
pradtifc of the world may contradidf Again, the refignation of our felves
it; T hope we may take this definiti+| {uppofeth the refignation of our fu-

on of Religion,as one that is agref:;' preme
e
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Part I,

re our undez- |
|

The Being and

»reme faculties, thofe
tandings and our wils, viz. our wils
o .\\\mmlhm\ to his will, to a per-|
his injunétions,  to a
providence, *and af
refignation’ likewife of our unders
frandings to his trmh. Now it is a=
greable to reafon , as well asto the
Apoftle, that we cannot pradtife the|
will of God, unl we know it, and
that we cannot know it, unlefle it bel
difcovered to us. So thenin our pros|
1, there are thefe|

That there is a Gods and

hat heis a rewarder of thofe that
feck him (and that fuppofeth that
they ..m uy“u.c ofhis way of re
warding,) That the diligence of out
fecking w:u({ be exercifedina way
conformable to hiswill; and Tha
to this purpofe we want not rules for
this conformity. Thefe are Iay the
generall fuppofitions of every Relif
gionunder Heaven. Yo 1 fee that the
being of felf-refignati
on

P
{
t

formance

ing

PartI. Aitributes of God
on, butthe end of that refignation
it isreward (ftill retaining in mind
that caution, that mercenarily to la
our for reward is not the fuprcam
exaltation of Religious adts, but that
itis the ordinary d«""u of mens Re
ligion , and an allowable and com-
mendable ftep, & degree unto the
others it being the ftrong powerfull
motiveto Mofes to neglect the mo-
mentany pleafs
becaufe he had refpeét unto the re-
compenfe of reward:) I fay itis the
naturall way of reafonin every a
to look at fome or other end, and to
undertake no labc thout an ey
upon reward. Noy is,that fom*
men,who account themf{clves the wi
feft, obferving as u‘ ey think the de
figne and iffue of B ion, and co
,Hdlvlhc Iabour .nm Lhc wages,
they with much wifedome, as they
think, conclude, that all the mat-
ter ofgain, which comes by Re-
ligion, is no way worth the pain and
abour.




The Being and Pantl}

our. They fee that all things com|

aliketoall , there is but one iffue
tothe juf

thuv!r they ft

to the unjufts my,rhn
e, that the

h'c(di(' of

é\ enjoyments which re

ous mé dm fondly deny hemfelves,
y life which
and precife-| d

elves, they of-
the thriving

they: h\ their

neffe bring upon t

ten anticipate & hin
¢ oftheir own d

(L\nj,:ﬂmr\ & prejudiciall

fity - where I

of ftate, and ei-
therby 4 they circum-
vent ome the narrow and
ble fpirits of the others 5 and the
(e of things they oft obferve to
l'l(\'.’(‘l'lan to this Hypothefis,
ythey are to fay with thofein
T4, Swrely it is vaine to ferve

/avl d what profit is it to keep bi
dinances,

they carry matters
: ]

Part I Attributes of Go.

Jdinancesy to walke mournfully before
the Lord of Hofts , whereas we [ee the
proud bappy , andthey that work wicks
uﬁf up, andthey t/mtlm/pt
even delivered? Upon fuch ob
u\mm\lpoh thereward,they cons

ntrary to the fuppofi-
tions of Religion, God isnorewar-
of thofe that feck hims fuch as
1y themfelves the moft for him ,
.h(y have no other reward but fads

neffe of foul and debility of body ,
exility of fortune: furely if he
were a God,he would not thus defert
his party, and give them over tothe
feorne and derifion » and miferies of
the world: furely therfore thereisno
God, or furely he fees it not, or tufh
God cares not forit, andfo thefe
mans onis vain: orels thefe
men th ve not hit upon the true
way of worthip, the rules they go by
they are uncertain, that which they
pretend to the word of God, it is not
fo, but fome bundle of Impoftures ,
devifed




thefe fimple peoy

hey indeed flatter

s
are “but vain,
t the fpirit ofa

nd that the {pirit of

wife pru-

hich we differ,

P, ﬂ['?ﬂltf

il ceffary that thefebeclea

Attributes of Goc 1

wecome to fettlein p.

Tof rences of Religion, that we juftifie

our felves againft the pett
thofe men, that would laugh and
feoff 1 Rel g tc
eyery party (
o of the world
on) where i3 now th
ifthere werenot a God to worf
orif God did not fee, and r
reward our worfhip, orhad

nleto walkeby, we fhoulc
none encourage >
Nay, upon all that
in this lif we
that , upon their {
conclude not irratic
we muft with our A softle s A
thislife only we had kope , we »
all men moft miferable s
7, that thou God fec
that thou haft given us

Hobbes | 40696301
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12 The Being and Part]|

Word tobe a light to our feet, and
lanthorn ta our paths$ and tha
though now we fee but through|
glafie darkly,yet the timeis comin
when wefhall fee thee faceto face|

The ftate of the controverfie then
this, which of the partics isin the wi
{eft ways The Atheift thinks that the
igi s afool 5 the Religious,
fool that faith in his heart
thereisno God: The Atheift, that the
fouls of men are mortall, as the fouls
the Religious , that the A~

aft tothinke fo, &vc. But

h kindes of contefts are vain,

t's fe where the truth lies

SECT. IIL

of Ged by way of
demonfiration from th atures.
#yHe Queftion is, Whether orno
there be a God?
And here firft I malt entreat that it
may be remembred what that party
is

Partl,  Attributesof God. 13
iswhich defends the negative , and
what is the defigne that we are upon
that {o the following difcoufe be not
thought ufelefleor induftrioufly fet
out of the ordinary road. Our ene-
pies are Atheifts: and that which is

tobe convinced is the Athe it
pronenefle of men; {o that in the con
woverted queftions it will not bea
fufficient wa¥ of anfwi , to fay
that the Scriptures and the {pirit of
God makeit evident that there isa
Gods and againe,that the Scriptures
are evinced tobe the Word of God
by the fpirit of God bearing witnefle
with the heart of man. It is true, that
the Scriptures clearly deliver thac
there is a God,as true it is, that God
by his grace doth work the heart of
man to a belicving of the Scriptures:
thefe things they are really true to
thofe who already are beleivers,and
each of them conduceth to a confir-
mation of the other: buttoaman
that doubts of the Godhead, and de~
nies

jobbes | 40696301
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Part])
‘\h't)m(c ar

nies the

affumning

wn, to the infer
clufion , which was be-|
fore unknown:
Aphorifin of hi
putation unlefle

ol

< things vif ble, 1u that by rc.\lon a
f

power may be evin
ation'of lIxc

we
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16 The Being and ~ PartI;

well as (though not {o readily)
we may be brought to underftand,;
hat the world was made of thin
ifappear. 1 fay,that the world
eternall, but created, is de-
monfixable from things that are
bie; Our argament fhall béfrom
generation: Whatfoever is begotten
me other , for no-
t, OF m.
it will follow,that the
and is not, both at one
isboth the producer
and the thing to be produced: it
tobe produced, and (o it is not y
it islikewife a producer, & that Tup.
pofeth that it isin being : It is there-

being , and itis not in being ;
a manifeft contardi®ior
Wherefore nothing can generate, of
make , or produce it {elf: Where-
fore every thing thatis begotten ,is
begotten of fome other ; and then
the other which begat it either was
it felf in the fame manner begotten,
ot

Part. ¥ Attributes of God. 17

s ot , ifit was not, weats
ome to the firlt principle
which was unbegotten, and o have
dilcovered a Godhcad. Ifit was be
gotten, cither we mutt follow up the
coprfe of fuccefiive i
fome firlt production fron
eternal, orelfe we muft necefia
fay, that the courfe of g

ly that infinite fiic = alrea
dy paft, whichisas much. as to ac-
that an infinite mumb
are pafty - and if paft,

n infinitenfiber hath had
d,that is another contraditions
Again, ifany (hall affirme, that the
courfe of generation had no begin-
ving, but that the number of them
bath been infinite, letusptit.a cafe
and reafon with him : we will ima-
gaine the generations of Abrabam
forexample, and of Jo/éph , the fon
of Jacob, the fon of Zjaark, the fon of
c Abyahan




PR S ;
he Being and P‘M‘ et
Z demand therefore vl 5
ther before the birth of 4
there had palt an infinite
i ornot ? Ifth

ite, fhall
an infinite, which likewife i i

thecommon light of reafon. - ¢ ‘
fee therefor fuppef i |

}\a(r fowe ha

er th n]vu W

nd confequen: .rv

, foit was botth:’
infinite mdmn infinite, a manifel) "
lsm if we (u, thatk;
was  infinite, andf,
alfo, then it will
follow th ‘n) mmber of Abrak ant
wagequal with the number ofZo/eph
but Abrahams was but a patt of Io}

th

on or mutation, n}.. tis in
ts (\f the \h ble world.

(¢ ouL monftrated
ation of the wor d e may
nfer thofe invifible Attri m of the
Eiernity, and Power,and Wi cdomnc
fephe, whercfore the part s equal fd‘f“"‘<*;"§t‘t>i<~f’w that whick i
“thewhole, + Elfe admit that bre] 03¢t t0 be demonftrated a1
bams was finite, but when it camet
Zofeph, that thenthe number wasin]
finite, it follows then, that a finitd
pumb

obbes | 40696301
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4 *m’ IL likes
coidfe e Creatur

Hat which we are yet ups
general introduction to Reli

on, and a demonftration of the Nes
it againft Atheifts and

1d fuch as are the defpifersd

¢ which we pretend is tha

snof Religion cannol
rom any confi iderate folid

of their underftanding
an evill difpefitiou of

th hu jons, which makes the
we believe, rather wifh, and fo giv
out w\t their affertions are trug
then themfelves believe then
mlm(n yvm(ulnl in that gmm
principleand fundamental of a Go
\m\ut a Providence, from whene}
the reft will freely and naturall
follow : Wehaveby
fic dementtration evinced, that fmhxr
<

ain and exfn

Part I. Attributes of God

the vifible thin

creation of it may be evict

that the Apotle, although to fuch as
were initiated in Chullmmrv he did
propofe it upon the well ateelted au
thority of the fpirit of God, [)v many

i mighty figns and wonders declared
BB itk hici- althiongh to them he

thoughtit needlefleany morethen'to

f referre them to the naturall princi-

plesof theirunderftandings: yet that
hewas not wanting to theinfidels ,
but by defigring to them fo readya
topick or medium 3 from whence to
beginne their argument, hath not de-
ferved of the unbelieving that flen-

nf der eftimation which they have been

pleafed to afford him: there is no
ior or mutation in any thing vifi-
ble whatfocver , but it is performed
by motion, nor any motion followed
lome fuceeffively through it's caufes
but will force the minde of manto
afislt movers and though for fome
fonsTdid propofe the argument
n

obbes | 40696301
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The Being and Part |

in the name of gencratio!
the place of it you fhol mem been
pleafed ro fubftitute metion i
nerall, or bodily
they are formal
fequentat lacft to one .wn'hu ) th
variation ofthe terms of th -
ment would no way have changed
the  fubftarce the conclufion
which I intimate to gvie notice of the
fufficiency of that argument, which
in it felf comprizes a multitude of oy
others more particular , left any adf
vantage might poffibly be madeaj
gainft ¢ the want of number in my 2
gument. Well,having concluded
creation, and beginhing ofthe world
we (eeit follows,that thence we con
clude the eternall powerand God|
head, that is, the eternity and powel
ofthe Godhead: to which that w
may fully convince our Atheift, wi
will likewife adde the wifedome,
providence, and the immenfity, and
other atributes of God.

And

p.m E
And firft for Exernity, we have by
niable confegquence refolved all
motions in the world into the bofom
of afirft mover , and ifwe fuppofe
hm\:«(u t mover, this fuppofition
will evidently conclude, that he s e-

ternall, that is,that he is without bes
ginning of effeace, or without any
term or limit of durationsfor ifit had
any beginning of eflence or duration
that beginning of be nvr prefuppofs
eth a priority ofnot bemng (" thatis,
that attuall being is not of the effenc
ofit) and fo, that wemay without
any cnntruhtn(m fuppofe it not to
be yet mbcmg, hat is, we may bring
our underftanding without errorto
the apprehenfion of it as being yet in
the ftare of power only, or potentiall

being, fo as things are in the caufes

o then let us coceit it in this ftate,

fand compare this ftate  with the o-

lther, when it hatha being , and it is

cvident, that chis pafTageor tranfitié

fromwant of being toa lmvg cannot
o

Attributes of God 7
b

Eterniey,
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24 The Being and Part]/
be withouta motion, nor motip
without an actuall mover : but that
which moves a thing from not being
toa ftatcof being is neceffarilys
precedent mover to that which froi
reccivesits being: fo then that which
we mwmdmhuhgﬁmmwnal
51t \\xH h!\t a mover which

ave gone beforeit

& mnfwucml; it will be both a firfl
& not a firft mover, whichisa plain
& evident contradiction. Inftead of
multiplying Arguments without ne-
ceffity , we will only return by the

foot(teps of our analyfis,and fo from

the being of a firlt mover conclude

irys Ifitbe a firfk mover,

noformer mover , and |

it never was produced from

not being unto beings and if fo, then

it never had any beginning ofits be-
E:

ing, then itis Eternall: " therefore
whatfoever {t mover it muft
of neceffity likewife be Eternall. But
from the comon affections ofthings

vifible

PartI. Attributes of God. 23
sifible we did before demonftrate an
orig all and firlt mover , wherefore
the vifible things of this “world they
Jikewife do evict the Eternity of the
Gndhe1<1
Having demontrated the Eternity
of God: the reft ofhis Artribut
fach as v a Im
in this life, they all of them will fol-
ndency,In-
finity, Unity, Omnipotency, Quni-
fcience.
And fisft for his N
by T mean his Neceffity
bis Necefficy of operation ,
oppofed to freedd of will and pow
erto alt, orto for . I fay then,
that the Godhead isa neceflary be
ing, thatis, thatit is impoffible it
fhould fail, and implies a contradic-
tion, that it fhould not be: that isit
which Divines mean, when the
iseternall 2 parte poff,aswell as 7]
teant? : forifitbe nota
ing,that is,if neceflity of being be not
included

Necefiry.
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¢
The Being and Part
led in the effence of the ¢
ad, then itisno offi

afle from l~mmm not being
withont \l‘\ :c or motion ,
n the pow-
Juently
tion,
ofed this
n, and
poflible it
5 that

of r

It um;t

a 'lur any

st ng hould havea Power over s
10 furcher

s feeing the

ve power of any thing Mmmkd

in the ef onfequent-
cannot exceed un Lﬂuhlyul' bring

1

| itnotto be: Ho

Partl.  Attributes of God.

ever the neceffity
of the exiftence of God will L

ced from the Simplicity an
po\mdulpmnul\ of his nat

that from his E tu‘,my for i

him to be compounded, th enit muft
be of for *n)lhlm'
and if o, then thol
be prefuppofed tohis beir

cede himina priority

then there will be fomew
ture_before that which was before
evinced, and now fuppofed tobe e
ternall- and if he be afimple eflence
and eternall, he muft be purely ac
twall and noth 11, forif
in his effer iall
that is, ifit be in

es of cor
prin

the r‘,nmm and fupreme: Si
orcand pure,

mn nwe
have

"Hobbes | 40696301
Hobbes 1, 40696301




The Being and Part]
¢ conluded his neceffity of being
Now as we have demonftrated
effity , fo likewife we may
collett his Independen:
indeedin a great dealof
blindenefle in the comtemplation of
the God-head , and mnft humbly
crave leave of God to be admitted
to enquire and {peak after the man-
of men: God dmrhwn exadt that we
fhould exceed the meafure of our
underftandings in our contéplation
c we fhould deliver
himas heisin himfelf, or otherswife
thenheis (‘L.\lul toreveal himfelfe
ro our weak and feeble underftan-
dings, and fo we hope his Majefty

will not be offended at us,ifafter the
manner of men we labour to deduce
one attribute out of another, if with-
all we take this caution ; that upon
our dLP\'Ih\U’\C‘{ of inference,& the
precedency and following in our dif
conrfe, we doe nntun lude th: u fuc-

ceffion or dependency of attributes
i

Part* .  Attributesof God 29
in God,and imagine that to be in the
ich is only in the Organ. |

this advantage
for this caution now , that from his
Eternity, Simplicity , ov“i Neceflity
Tam u*m’mun s his Inde huu'(ym\
this, to our underftanding and dif+
courfe may well enough (asconcer
.m\"\p‘ d:nuul upon thofe other ,
that is {t F"“f tion of thofe wilt
hn\ulu H.‘.\ulo an acknowledge-
ment of this, but toimagine thator-
derto bein God, wereto imagine
acontradiction, by puttinga dep
uuq upon the attrib: teof Ind
pendency: Ifhe be afimple m and
puresit is impoflible he h uld ata
depend upon another for his bei
for ﬁl”(yﬁ‘ his beingto depenc I.xp-
op another, then thatother muft ne-
ceffarily be prefuppofed, and be the
caufe likewife of his being 5 for ifit
depend upon another for his being ,
his being cannot be without that o~
thergand {o it is prefupofed,&there~
fore it is before this morder , & as
ini
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Attributes of God,

The Being and Pare | Part]- ;

s B
1 e sife it is unbounded and u

in‘order fo in caufility, for wef; wife it 1 , v; d nd v

fareall & efienti: dependency u:; - ther pla betal

notof a 4 fianait for the furface’of fome ambient bo ‘

not the God g

and a former ca i 3 |
uently the God-head sl L 1 |

eficit beindependent ,will neither| 100 € ‘ |

bethe firft caufe,nor eternalls con- g : |

trapy to that which was before de-
1

Monftrate

Againthe Simplicity and the fme | €

reftraints of place,Beforewe proved
that it was free from any li mitsof
duration , bt in the fre T
timeand place confifts the nc
ofimmenfity , and fo the imme

neceffarily
evitthimtobe  incorporeall, fecing
that every body is compounded and
paflible, nay we may goc fo farre as
> fay, that corporeity is paffibility, : i
o st it Crattity and of God is now dem !
Taft abft 1 conmns oy Bwhich is all one, his T
ted noti6 confifks inthree | S : 3 0 | i
dimenfions, but auantity is nothing f 1 i (1. 200
bt " 2 S hthen e and o we
elfe but divifibility , that isanapti- | 1 e
adcte Riffer diiEon Sthat e, oafilil L. Soroe Unity of the
£ prer GVIton , That 15, P efence of the God hex
bilitvs whatfoever thereforeis im+ | ead. ‘
fible e BkouiEss eoriond there'cannot be two in
paffible, that likewi icorpores foe il demonfirate.
all, which was to be demonftrated. thehelp of our imagination; and to
2 355 e Mitoroore n ke imag 5 and to
fmuenfiy And ifit beincorporeall, mcnl:w:’c faes
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22 The Being and Part. [
render that ferviceable to our un-
derftandings, we will imagine two
ite, Then thus,eicher the
»fe bodies s in all the fpace
1 the other body is,or it is not
1together 1o the fel
then that which is the
de of the one is the longitude
of the other, and their latitude is thy
f: > likewife th

{ notion of a body is
vedinto thoe

l\(H’\JVL w
the felfe {am
e fame body, and fo two bodlc>
they will be but one body, which i
a manifeft contradiftion: but if wee
fhall fay,that where one of thefe infi-
te bodies is, the other is not , then
“there

PartT. Attributes of Ged 33
there will be fome fpace whete one
of thefe bodies s excluded, and con-
fequently it willbe limited

vhich yetwe fuppo

nite.
infinites fo then, it will be infinite &
not infinice, which isa manifelt con=

ve demonftrated

1nﬁmu bodi
emonftrate r]u{ {m re cannot be
mite eflences, but the notion
ng and effence s {0 abftraé
nd high.
our underft:
of intent upon its ablira
were required tc
monftration’ where i
being fhoutd be the (mv»m S unity
the affection to be dembftratedsbut
ifwe fhall proceed but to other dc-

rees, asfor example, of power,
ifedom, or -th ke e
ratid will rum as clear totheminde,
nthe cafe of bodiesitdid to'the
fncy for either thofe infinité powers
rethe fame;,or not the fae; if they be
D the
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34 The Being and Partl
the fame, then it is but one powe|
which was vainly imagined -tob
two: but if the ru-w'nl)c not - thj
fame, thenone poweris whereth
other power is not(not meaningi
ubi of place , but of cafe) and confe|
quentlyac I'c\n}\creonr’uf[hv:vnw-
ersisnot,and &,(u]\ tly the powel
15 limited which yet is fappofed tol
infinite, there can be therefore bul
\einfinite power,nor any more thi
infinite effence , and fo we hax
ronftrated the Unity of the God
head.
o It remains that we demonttrateth
Omnipotence of God , and his Om]
nce: /and firft for his Omnipo]
ce, That God was 2 God of po] &
wer, it was demonitrated then,whel
nd himto bethe firft caufy
nall mover,and thecreatd|

fthe world. Now poweris 10}

rh ¢ elfe but a fountaine or {pri

of Caufality :Caufality always exe

it felfe by motion: = the Originé
therfo!

e S

Part L. Attributer of €o 35
fore of all moti6 is the originall of 2l
powers th ()n'v,m(\lmbl[ noweri
Omnipotent, wherefore it s dern
ftrated that' God is'Omhipotent,
l il prov.

e Omnifcient; For e,

all know o of po~
wer, confifts h“u.x\mw 1
theoperations of the object and the
mind, arid the nature of it istio 'way
mtcllmtv!cnmmu11urh\ by this
ertionsthis exertio is motio:& fo the
muu all of motion' is the originall

of knowledges and God being Om.-
mpnm\r, he'is alfo Omnifci
ad fo" we have  evidec
Omnit\ ency:  that is an infinite
knowledge, which incl
\nm.]ul/\nfﬂl partic

any particelar in the world wer
duded, it were not inf

ted 3 0 then the thoughts ¢

ieart are open to the view
ftience: And thus according to that
Canon of direcion , which we took

. a, from

&
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36 The Being and Parel,

from the Apoftle, we have proceed
ed, and that f{triétly and warily, ac
Lﬂl"\nL\'ﬂth w5 of demonftration
and from the vifible things of this
world , enforcing our felves firft to
an xdxno\,\](dpnfm of the cre
of the worlds we have thence; tal
ing in only the common
and common notions Cxerrd
intelligence, proc ecded higher, to|
demonftration of the eternall powe
and God-head: thatis , of thofe At
tributes of the God-head, whichbj
thei gmm1ndAthqﬂ<h“cbw
pretended not to bes and auall]
manifefted, that the invifible thing
o7 God may be difcovered by thof
thing s which doe appear.

PART

Pare I, 37
EAEAEIE AT WA LA AT
PART IL

SECT. I

APropofall of the Argument for the
Immortality of the J/w’ and a manis

i\ fetation of the major propofition.

that incorporeall fidbfances are im-
mortall.

He fecond thing which we

pretended to demonfirate
¥ as a generall ground-worl
3

whereon to build a nec
ty of Religion inthe generall, itis
theImmortality of the fouls of mens
forifin this life onlywe have hope ,
then in the judges of the Apnm(,
we are of all men moft miferable. Now
the truth is,that we have no abfolute
neceffity of much endeavour ro clear
the Immortality of the foul, after fo
clear & demonttrativea difcovsry}(‘)f
the
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hat 2 (m e fLﬂc
1l way off

rerall wa
me to thofg|
ofe rmvp\u

taeall ncarl
¥ a ich is all that we|
pretend to,when we mv,,zh.\tnmw.
mortall: (for it is not. our meaning
thatin thenotion of Immortality

y of being, fiich s
¢ power, of God fhould
ty of Annihilati

Yet confiderin

? the darkneffe of
our n';nt‘k\ »and. that inability tof
wardsa {trict and vigorons refiefti
which even in thofe. whe. are mol

i
pradtiled in the \.omblnplu\nﬁ" of .

L themfelves

5| ons and circum!

Part T0. thefonls of men. 39
them{elyes,and in the ferutiny of the
waies of their owne internall opera-
tions,is over frequent:& confider
how little reafon thercis to expe:
of thofe, who by their way of living
are more deeply engaged - among
things; no way € LCLdl[l"l”L affectr-

bodily motions , aps may

{l think themfelves unconcerned to be

bufy in the knowledge of them-
felves: It will be requifite that we
infift more particularly uponits that
fothe matter may be cleared even
tothe moft vulgar
fuppofing only that rhu can but
obrainfo much of th ,as was
slly toattend to that
delivered
Now the f
fpeak towards (h( dem
the fouls immortality fh nlm Vwmﬂ

8f marily comprifed in this one Syllo-

in.
Whatfoever fubftance is incorpo~
xeall

" Hobbes | 40696301
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40 The Immortality of  Part]]
reall it isimmortall. But the foulsaf
men are incorporeall - fubfrances|
i

former of thefe Propofitions
isindeed init felfeundemf trable,af”
being a principle evident to a‘conl
dering minde, and {o not refolviblg
into any former principles, fothat
allthat canbe donetoa fuarther
clearing of it will only be to examing,
and follow home the terms, to thei
firftor ifzimll notions,which they are

affigned to reprefent. Indeed, the
wmdummm\ 5 asit isufually aps
prehended, hath alwaies reference
toa compounded fubftance 5 or toa
body,w huh hathin it felffome prin«
cipleand caufe of motion , and fige
nifies no more but a capacity of the
materiall and paffive part, tobe de=
prived of that inward_ adtive prin-
ple ofits motions , as is evident by
thofe things,which we ufe tofay may
die, or are dead; as men, and beafts,
and plants: but when the queftion
is

Pare1l, the fouls of mex.
isonly of that active principl
pot {o juftly be put in the terms
mortality , as of corruptibility , or
naturall - tendency to a corruption.
8o then,that which we are to {trive
foris the true and accurate notion of
corruption, and when we have dri-
ven it to'the i heft, we fhall finde,
that corruption is nmhmz elfebut a
difolxtion of things joyned toge=
ther, and that this diffolution is no=
thing but a eparation, ; and that Se=
parationis nothing but divifion, and
that divifionis an immediate,and 4
formall act of guantity, and quantity
isnothing el(e but a made of corpo=
witys fo as you fee that corruptibili-
tydoth even in the notion of it in-
dude corporeity: whatfoever there-
fore is incorporeall itis incorrupti-
ble, which was tobe demonftrated.

SECT
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g the aff
ofe of fouls,

s of men aré incorpoy
1 fubftanc
hey :m-(nb! nices is evident)
ng that they fubjects df
aih prope rties and affeétions)
and a conftant internall principleol
motion, which is the very formal
notion of a fubftances Tt rentains on-
ly therefore, that we demontirate
em to beincorporealls

Now forthe clearing of this; it §
requifite that we confider wherei)
confiftsthe being of a body: , .and
wherein confifts the being ofan hu
¢ foul: nor can we ufe any pofii-
ns to come toan apprehens

lncn'
fionof their being , other then by

sonfidering thofe p ry ”ﬂm;;
an

4 auln \hrm,mmn »\1
all .

ouls of men P
and propertics whereby they make
difcovery of tk €s: >

Thefitit and primary affetion of a
“Ibody is that extenfion of parts,where
of it is compounded, and a capaciry
°h, asupon the
s the particudat
is;the figures) and
motions doe deperid
being  nothing but-a
nd determined extenfiofr
s towards{uch andfuch
partss and Jocall motion be
g but divifion 5
¢r:may: pofiibly

nen!imu(:
the, Jo
e Ao
particular

ofthe mate

oility, and its:
divifion, towards
, and figure, am
tity of partsm

which the fituat;
dcrcumnu‘ qu

g nf’nur fouls
nm. ﬂ & upon our felves we fhatl
finde, that all our know edge of thé
tefolves into this, that we are beings.
confcious
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a4 the immortality of Part Hﬂmﬂ.

shefouls of men, 4

conftious to our felves of feverallknenatares of thofe fubjeds.

Kindes of cogitations , ghat by oul

outward fences weap,

And here upon the very firft view

hend bodilflofa confidering minde it will ap-

things prefent, that by our Imaginadpear, that divifibility is not appre-
tion we apprehend things abfent fhenfion, or judgement, or defire; or
that we oft recover into our appred difcourfes that to cut abody into fe=
henfions things paftand gone , thafverall parts, orputitinto feverall
upon our perception of things wd fhapes, or bring itto feverall moti-
felyes varioufly affected

=

finde ou
fometi

| ons, or mixe it after feverall waies ;

leafure or pain foif yill not ferve to bringit to appre=
sprefent, fometimes with hop hend or defires it is not the hammee

r of things abfent ; and e} ring and filing, and fitting ofthe
like: Nay, we are confcious to ouf wheelsofa watch, which can make

felves of objects, wh
any bodily impreffions be wronght

s, which could not by} it apprehend theend for which it

ferves, or comprehend the motion of

in our fancics or our brains & of fir} thefun which it is made to meafures
pcriom nnmons anfiverable to [hﬁ{f noris it materiall whether we take

objed

n one word , we finde thatf an examplein things naturall or ar-

our fouls area kind of effences whicf tificiall; or upon what principles of

areconfcious ( or having a fence)of
things.

mixture we proceed, the conclufion
will be ftill the fames for fence, and

Now then we are to compare to perception ,and apprehenfion ,and

gether thefe two properties of abo-
dy and a foul;and o conclude eithes

defire, & c. they areas great ftran-
gerstothe obfcure notions of heat

anagreement or a difagreemeent }:n and cold,and moifture;and drought,
the and

5
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46 the immortality of - Pant
and of thofe elements to which thg
areaffigned , to fire , and air , ay
earth, andwater, astheyare

d mc

nd thelike, there s

an certainly that can clearly g
pu hend,that co bining any propoy
tion of fire, and :!h‘,:md\ arer

‘\rlh Hw ofi

cement 1n Ou potiond]
nple or mixed , or howloe
> to bring ustoan-appre

“Jux yet
ogitation bring us m a
hcm n of corporeity or divifibility
the truch s d apprehent
fion of bodics cinot infallibly affur
us, that there any bodies in the
worlds but we muft be forced toar|
higher principle; whercon to grnnnﬂ
that aflurance, fo farre ~cogxr.mnn
and apprehenfion, and the like, fron|
involving

quantity , and fituation, and figur}

Parctl.  thefoulsof men. a7
jovolv :n;z initsbeing anycorporeitys
nay we fee ma (am that upon the
divifion ofthe body the foul remains
entire, and undivided: it isnot the
loffe of an hand, or foot, or eye; that
an maim the underftanding, or the
yill, orcut off the affetion
we have not anythe leaft ind
under the notion of cogitation to
involve divifion,or under the fubject
i} of cogitation to include the fubject
of divifion or divifibilicy.

To come then to a conclufion: it
doth evidently appear,that corporei.
ty confifts in divifibility,and that the
if effence of the foul confifts in being a

- confcious effence, or a cogitative be-

ing,to be cogitative is farre different
from being divifible or extended =
Wherefore the effence of the fou! is
fir different from the effence ofa
body: Wherefore the fouls of men
they are incorporeall eflences’;
St Sty

SECT.
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48 theimmortalityof  Pan
SECT.IL

A further proof of it by the genend
way of apprebenfion.
NO“’ although the truth: and cey
tainty of propofitions depen
notupon the multitude o
whereby they are concluded,
fhiciently difchar

d
y the {treightning
boundaty of fence: To this conclu
fion a preparation willbe made fror
the Gen: way of our apps
ing; and it will erfectly inferred
CSimplé Apprehenion
from our< Judgment
¢Difcourfe
And firft of all let us confider ouf

Part I the Souls of men. 4
objects, for however we are aptto
imagine,that thofe may be perform -
ed by badies, upon an ¢xaé ferutiny
we{hall finde it otherwife. Thar this
may appear, we fhall do well to ob-
ferve and take offan errour, which

2} even from our childehood wehave

wken i isa common belief of
ours, that fenceis performed in the

| outward organs 5. touching, for ex-

ample,in the hand,feeing 'in the eye ,
and fo of the reft: (" Inthem, Ifay,
and not only by them) and then we

if put our felves tono further trouble ,

forto know how fence is made, then
only to thinke that fomething hot
toucheth the hand, and fo the hand

ifecls heat, thatthe image offome

body appears in the eye,& (o theeye
{ecsthe bodysbriefly,that Eceis per-
formed either by animmediate con-
tatt,as in touching & tafting; or by a
relemmblance , which by the objeét is

way of apprehenfions in the gcncrn“!wrought in the organ, and thatin

ol

our apprehenfions even of fenﬁb‘
obj

e matter of fenfible perception
E shere

oDt
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so  TheInmortality of Partll
thereis no exceeding the power of

thefe two bodies, the object, and the o

organ 5 nor any  faperiour operas
tion to that which may be perform=
ed by the application of feverall bo-
dies:but to take off this impofture of]
the fences, I {hall need to do¢ no
more, butto demonftrate thatal
our fenfe isimmediatly performedif
thebrain,and not in the limbs,or or
gans: We will inftance only in the
fences of feeling and fight.

And firft, that our feeling is pers
formed in the brain by the medi:
on of the nerves, it is made manife
by our obfervation of fuch difeaft
astake away the fenfe o f fecling
how that the feat ofthofe difeafs
it%snotin the limbs, but in the head)
Palfeys, Epilepfies , Apoplexes , and
the reft: the feat of them isin tho
parts of the brain. from whenceds
fpring thofe nérves by which oif
opérations are performed , andt

PartTL  thefouls of wen. 51
feeling, it is to take away thofe ob-
tructions from the brain, where-
upon the effect doth follows now all
this were needleffe, if fence were
erformed immediatly in the limbs
fhemfelves: Indeed it may poffibly
beimagined , that in thofe cafes we
kretherefore deprived of fence, be-
aufe our motion is intercepted;that
ere is fome activity towards fence
epending upon the motion of  the
inbs: although there be no vifible
frength in this objetion, yet there
cfufficient inftancesto take it off,
ig there cither are,or lately were
pamples living of fuchas had no
frce ac all of fecling,and yet perfor-
ed their locall motions perfettly.
forcover many unqueftionable ex-
friméts have been made of fuch as
e affirmed; that they have feltin
kh afinger , and fucha toe, and
bt after their hands or their legs
ebeen  cut off, Many other in-

Way or remedy forrcﬂilutiono:ﬂ;mu: and arguments may be

fe

Ea broughe
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53 The Immortalityof Partli]
brought to prove, that the feafed
feeling is not performed in the outy
ward limbs.

And fecondly, for the fenfe of fes
ing , that that likewife is not perfor
med in the eye, itis as evidents
caufe why it would feem to be o,
beeanfe it is very evident, that thei

ther
verfe

through

and are  conveyed  after di

refrattions and  reflection
oh the coats & humours ofil
,to the bottome of that tunicle
which is called retiformis. Henceit
obvious to coelude,that vifi is thef
fore performed within the eye. But
this were o, befide that no reafd
could be given why with both o
eyes,and two images of it,we {eeb
onething:it would receflarily folld
that we could not fee any quant
bigger then our eye in its naturd
fituation s for if Images were feenf
\the eye, they would be feen asth
arein the eyes but inthe bmnm&

§

Part 1T
fihe eye the images of things are in-~
verted, and confequently the things
thefnfelves would feem to be inver-~
red,men would feem to us with their
heads below, and their feet above,
that which is on the right hawd
would feem to be on the left.
Now to prove that the Images are

the Souls of men. 33

mages of things doindeed paffe m‘\j,hﬂe,‘nwmd ; befides the demon-

frative reafons that foit muftbe,
e may atany time make experi-
ments to atteft to thofe demonfira-
ions. It is impoffible but that the
ifuall beams of larger objets muft
interfect each otherin theeye, and
bythat cutting one theother, the
fituation ofthe parts muft beinver-
ted; and thus much hath everbeen
ipprehended , and confeft by all
thofe that have underftood the laws
ofradiation 5 but fome conceiving
that by an inverted fpecics an objett
ould not be feen upright,have with
mighty induftry devifed moftinge-
lious ‘errours concerning -waies
refraftion
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s3  The Immortalityof  Panl]
refraction , whereby the coats ap
humours of theeye fhould comet
reerect the image before it comes 1
the nerve, whereby vifion is perfor
med: but time and experience hay
evicted all thofe witty {peculatiop
to have been nothing but fubtil
and fineimpoftures of the fanciesq
their authours,aery reafons of a vaf
and ungrounded fuppofition; for
is evident to him that will taketh
pains to take off all the mufcles an]
tunicles, which ferye for the feedi
and motion of the eye, & clear thy
part only, where the vifuall nervei
faftened, then darkening a room,
and only leaving an_hole fufficien
to receive this eye, will ftand behind
it,and look through it 5 ro fuchaf
one jt will be evident, that the ims
ges of things withoutare inverted
the bottome of the eye , at the plag
whereis the paflage of the vifud
nerve: and - confequently, as feeli
was not pcrfoxmeg in the hand , |
neithd

ParcIl.  the foulsof men

53
neither is {ecing in the eye,, but both

ofthem in the brain.

Butbefore things are conveyed
tothebrain , all “the corporall fi-
militude will quitebe marred 5 the
forme of 2 man cannot be carried
thmngh theoptick nerveinto the hol
low of the brain , nor the quality of
that we touchbecarried quite afong
the nerves 5 from the fingers ends
unto the head , and originall of the
nerves: but all that can be imagined
tobe done in the brain , it is fome
motion and alteration made either
by a vellication of the nerves ,or by
avaporous & {pirituous fubftance,
paffing through them, which retains
nofignature of reall fimilitude to the
apprehenfions, which upon fuch oc-
afions or excitations men have of
things. All that is done by the bodies
the objet and the fubjet it is utter~
lydifferent from the apprehenfion,
whichin manis begotten by them:
there is mo naturall fimilitude be-

tWIXt
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56 The Immortality of  PartIi)
twixt a motion in the forepart
the head , and betwixt an obje
which we apprehend by it 5 our apf
prehenfions of things they farre ex
ceed thofe bodily means, by whid|
they are occafioned, andconfequent|
ly the fubjetts of thefe apprehenfion
do far exceed the fubjeéts of thoft
poor and groffe produionss thatis
the nature of our fouls is far othe
and better then that of bodies,whid)
was to be demonftrated,
SECT. IV.
Thefame further: demonfirated fron)
the [everall asts of the Sowle , fron
Smple” Apprebenjions.
I'IAVing demonftrared the foulsd
men to be incorporeall fubftans
ces, from the comparifon of theit
properties with the affections of bo-
dies, and therein finding no agree-
ment or correfpondencys and more-
over from the generall way ofour
operations,which could not poffibly:
proceed frd any moft fubtill variety,
o

Part T ¢he Sonls of men. 57

or applications of bodily fubftances.

It remains,that at this time we con~

fider the feverall kindes of the cogi~

tations of men, and

fromithe S?in'mle apprehenfion,
udgment,

objects OféD P

3
conclude theimmortality thereof:
Firlt of all from fimple apprehen-
on, which is the firft operation of the
underftanding of man, both in na-
wreand time 5 and is the takingin
of fimple objects into the minde,and
fo furnithingit with materials for
judgement and difcourfe : we fhall
finde then the foulsincorporeityif we
fhallbut reflect upon fuch fimpleIde~
as in it felf,which reprefent thingsin
themfelves incorporeall; for a corpo-
teall thing can neither be the Idea of
an incorporeall being , neither can
anincorporeall,immateriall, be fab-
jelted in a materiall or corporeall 2
we found before,that the application
ofbodies could not produce that
fenfe




e

58 Theimmortality of Pare |}
fence which we have of bodies, muc
Iefie then can that produce in us Ide.
asincorporeall , yet fuch, and ven
many fuch we finde to be within ouf
fouls.

We finde in our felves Ideasof
fpirituall fubftances , as of God anf|
Angels, and of their fimple and inco
poreall properties and ateributes,, it
isbut returning back, and recalling
into our remembrances thofe de-
monftrations of the feverall Attri
butes of the God-head,to which we
did arife,even from the vifible things
of this world,and they will fatisfie us

inthis particular: our endeavour
therewas to demonftrate the truth
of them in themfelves , hereto con
fiderthe way and manner of their
pbjettive exiftencein our apprehen-
fions; and the truth of demonftrati-
on which fatisfies the fouls of men it
isthat clear agreement betwixt the
»undcrﬂan'ding and the obje, that
is, that thingsbe in the underftand-
ing

Part Il the fouls of msen. " 39
jng asthey are in_themfelves. We
then demoftrated God to be anim-
materia)l fubftance , wherefore we
%ﬂincd an apprehenfion ofa fub~
i 2

ance immateniall and incorporeall,

confequently the notions of the God
head,and his ateributes, were inour

under{tandingsincorporeally,and fo

they are incorpogeall.

Tt canpot here be denied, but
that in our ordinary and granfient
thoughtsand difcourfes, we arevery
apt together with {pirituall beings to
draw into our fancies the imagesof
things corporealls for example,when
we ipeak of God we ave very aptto
havein our fancics the vifible hea-
vens, and a reprefentation of fome-
thing fitting or acting in them:
when we think or {peak ofAngels we
are aptito call to our remembrances
the fhapes ofbeautifull winged; acty
bodies, and fo when we meditate
upon Eternity,we aréapt to refled
upon the image of time ; of there=

volution
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6o  The Immortality of Part 1)
volution of the Sun and Starres,
which arethe vfuall meafures of it
at leaftwife of a fucceffive duration
of things, and thereare diverfe of
uswhich terminate our thoughtsin
thefe images, and never obtaina
flight beyond them , nor ever come
to obferve in our fouls the difference
betwixt imagination and intellec~
tuall apprehenfions Bur yet not-
withftanding when we have pa-
tience to ftay upon the confideration
of thefc objeds , and warily attend
to that inward light which ‘we bear
about us, we prefently rejet thefe
images from the effence of God,and
Angels,and Eternity, 8 by difcourfe
wc%ripofﬁhcfe materiall & groffe
reprefentations, and finde, that the
caufes why upon fuch occafions as
thefe they come into our mindes, is,
for that we commonly hear of them
together, and beeanfe of thofe fym-
bolicall expreflions of thefe beings
which have delivered tous the know
ledge

Part 1. the Souls of men. 61
ledge of thE. Almighty God cals him-
{elf the anciét of daies,& it is not our
cuffome to imagine any thing buc
cloathed with circumftances in {6e
places and the place that is ufually
mentioned with God , itis the hea-
vens, and thofe heavens, whichare
the objects of our fenfes and imagi~
nation, are the place of the Sunne,
and Moon , and Starres 5 and fo we
areapt to form to our felves anim-
age of God, or at leaft through inco-
gitancy to let flipinto our thoughts
afancy of fome reverend image, fit-
ting above the Firmament.

Thus likewife the defcriptions of
the Angels,they are ufbally madeto
usin Scriptures by fuch reprefentati~
ons: we fee nothing fairer then our
ownkinde, and fo we conceive of
them in the faireft fhapes we can im~
agine,(and contrariwife of the devils
inthe moft ugly) affigning to them
wings, becaufe under fuch forms
the notion of them is veiled o uAs: .

n




62 Theimiortality of  Part1i|

And yet at the fame time we
know, and can perhaps demonftrate
evidently, that i(Gmfwm ca body,
he conld not be a Gods that is, that
the properties ofa bodily fubftance
can no way agree with that notion
of the Godhead , which is immovea-
bly faftened in the very efence of
our fouls.

Weknow habitually that the na.
ture and effence of the Angels that
ftood, it is the fame with thofe that
fell aways how we have fair and
pleafant imaginations ufually when
we fpeak of thofe of lightsand ugly,
& foul when we think of thofe that
are in chains of utter darkneffe: how
ever the name of Michael and his
Arch-Angds recall into our mindes

the images of the faireft of the  chil-
dren of mefi; and that of Beelzebub
the fmage of 2 Dragon,

Solikewife the common meafure

of the duration of things, wherewithi
weufually converfe , they are hourds
ans

Pirc 1. the [orls of moen. 63
nd daies, and monieths , and years,
nd thefe are made by the revoluti-
ot of the fun, and ofthe ftarres, and
hofe are attended with feverall po-
fiions of thé in refpett of themfelves
ind us, with light 2nd darknefs, cold
ind heat, Winter and Summer, and
tfiofc other viciffitudes: & fpeaking
of Eternity we prefently think of a
long continuance, & fo callinto our
imagination 4 long continued feries
of thefe revolutions &viciffitudess
whereasyet we know, that where
thereisa _viciffitude there is a pri-
ority, and where thereisa priority
there muft be a beginning , & where
there was a beginning  that wasnot
sternall: ‘tis plain that if in eternity
there were fuch parts asdaies and
years, there muft be as many milli-
ons of years, as mintes, and (o that
i minute were equall reallytoa
thonfand years, and foit followés
dlearly that Eternity evenin our no-
tionjs 32 infinite and undivided tin-
fuoceflive
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64 The Tumortalityof ~ Part Qf Part T the Souls of men. 63

fucceffive duration.

Thefe examples are fufficient
fhew the difference betwixt the i
1 apprehenfion of things,§
the imagination which accompani
our fuperficiall thoughts, (our fligh
and curfory taking them to ayf
mindes) and to illuftrate that,hows|
ver in our fancieswe may have cor
reall reprefentations attending upa
thefe fpirituall beings, yet the Ided
whereby the underftanding  ap|
prehends thofe fimple . eflences, an

incorporeall, and confequently the} which: folded in their

underftanding part of manis incor
poreall.

SECT. V.
Froum Judgment.and Difcourfe.

thofe more perfect operations, éxere
cifed in comparing feverall things
together,& working ont the truths;
firiking forth the light from thofe
collifions. A judgement takesin two
feverall fimple terms,and upon then
paffeth the fentence of their agree-
ment or difagreement. >

A difconrfe takes into confiderati-
ontwo ofthe judgements already
palty and décided by the foul , - and
from thofe two draws forth a third ,
andfo brings into act thofe truths
caufes liein
the fecret places of the foule con~
cealed from it felfy

Now asthefouls of men arecon-
feiou's to themfelves of certaine efi~
ences within themfelves, which ny
ther in their being, nor in their ope-

ANd now whatfoever of perfedfirition upon the foul are any wav

on may be evinced tobe in thefmixed

h ought that iscorporeall;

fouls of men, from the fimple appres and {o friom thence the incorporeity
henfions offingle objects, mav much ofthe foulwas immediatly conclu-

more firongly be concluded fm;{i ded, (o here ' in ;hcf: fecond and
thoft :

third
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66 The Immortality of Part]]
third operations of the foul; we have,
this further advantage,that howevei|
the fimple objects which are thel
terms in the mattersof judgement
may be bodies, yet the acts of judg:
ing,and difcerning, & reafoning, they
are no bodily aéts, nor come within
the compafle of bodily motions &
be performedsand that even in thofy
things which are moft obvious
theoutward fences or the inward,
the underftanding part is yet carriel
away farre beyond the boundsan
territories of the fences , and raifesiy
felf into the contemplation of cauff
of the things it either fees or hean)
or otherwife perceives ,and frame}
to it felf confequences & corrolarie}
fuchas are not fenfible, buta
only difcoverable by a diviner light
By this diviner faculty it is th
feizing uponany thing whatfoeve|
fixing it felffteddily upon the cont

i plation of it,it paffeth fr5 ‘the m
"contemptible of creatures,up tot
incomprehenfib}

e

Part IT. the fouls of men, 67
incomprehenfible creatour, it climbs
up by degrees, and paffeth throngh
the continued chain of caufes tillic
ctomes to that link which is faftened
to the chair of Gods it refts not. in
things below , but {oars up fteddily
toimmenfity and cternity. Ttisby
this faculty , that upon fight of the
eaufes of things, it doth forefee the
effects and confequences: and fecing
the effects, it makestoit felfa con~
clufion of what muftbe the canfes,
and by frequent exercife in thefe
contemplations attains toa kind of
maftery over the works of nature,
and produceth things ftrange and
wonderfullin operation, it applies
the active powers unto the paflive
(as the Schoolmen fpeak ) and fo im-
itates God and naturein great and
marveillous conclufions.
" He obferves the properties ofa
defpicable ftone, and is carried o
firre in the contemplation of the
tonfequences of thofe properties
Koy that
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68 The Pwasnrtality of Part1i:
that hedares adventure himfelf up.
onthe huge unrmly ocean ,under the
condu@t and direction of it and he
findes experience to anfwer to his
contem pl\\mn he gets them: \ﬁcu
ofthat unruly boifterous ¢
ridsfecurely up6 the backofihedat
waters: he makesa needle touched
with a ftone to fupply the place
res of heaven: when the
of heavé are reveiled frd him an
the darke waters & thicke cloudsd|
thefkyshe examines all the chambes
of the Sun,& imitates him in cBpal
g the world,he goes out towardhe
Eaft, & returnes again fr6 the Weft;
returns, and - that loaden with the
treafures of the world,with the blef
fings which Asfes did

caven for the dem,and for the d
,lw coucheth beneath , the preciou
fuitits brought forth by the Suns - ad
the precious things put forth by th] i
Moon, the chiefthings of the rancien|

IORBLAINY

Pare I/ she Sonlsof men, 6y
woyntains;&- the precions flnrrvr/l’l/f
5 the: precious thing 1/ x/)v
e fectles a corref;
¢y betwixe the utmoft difta mz\n( rhc
world, and opensa t a
nations oppofite in pla
and affeions, fuch as ha
cealed from the knowl
another, even almoft from the time
ofthe Ark that flored upon the wa-
ters: But what doel f{peak of thefe
things he difplays the banner of
Chriftin the regions of death &hell3
hefheds forth the glorious light of
the Gofpel to the people that fate in
darkneffe, & in the fha A(l(!\\ of death:
What fenfible Analogy orcorrefpon-
dency is there betwixt the fituation
ormotion of aftone, and the falva-
tion of mankinde?’ & yet by various
eonfequences he difcovers how by
themeans of that , this likewife may
be effectedshe difcoversit,and putsie
fuccellefull & happy execution.
What is there more contemptible
thea
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70 Thelumortality of  PartX
then a ftone? hardly any thing that is
afubftance,and yet itis much leffe
contemptible thena fhadow, he obs
ferves a fhadow,and that carries him
aloft to a contemplation
covery of that moft glorious creature
which comes forth as a_bridegroom
out of his Chamber, and rejoyceth ag
aGiant to runnchis courfe: From
the fhadow he rifeth to the Sunne in
the Firmament, and to a perfect un«
derftanding of his courfein the E-
cliptique , and then brings back 2«
gain his underftanding to the fha-
dow, fie makes thereby an inftru-
ment that fhall defigneto the
thedaily circuits of its motion: his
e that gave occafion to his minde
to difcover them in contemplation
and now his minde is impregnated
with the light of knowledge,and re-
carns with-ufury to the fenfes that
occafionall advantage which they
afforded it,& gives thé the pleafure
of the viewing ofits pradtife; it gix;:s

the

PartIT.  the fonls of men
the eye & hand dircétions for draw-
ing of lines, which by the regular ap
plication of a ftick , or wire , ftone ,
or any other body,fhall difcover not
only the divifions of the day, the
hours that are paft, or to come, but
even all the myfteries of the Sunnes
motion: how it me: s out the
night ;, and in what quantity it dif~
pences out the day: how near are his
approaches at noon,& how farre dif
tantheis fr6 usat midnighesby what
degrees he drawes towards us, and
byequall meafures he retreats 3 how
herifeth from his greateft fouthern
declination to the North » and from
thence returnes again to his cham-
bers in the South, having touched
the boundarie he cannot ,
mult not pafles
continuall progreffe he d
feverall feafons of the yeare, what
time he enters into every fign, when
he bcg‘inncs to rejoyce the-hearts of
any of the nations by his prefence, &
what
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The Immortality of  Part 1]}
at time he leaves them in thy
I are but fome few§
fe confiderable of thofe wonde|
1 erformed by that whid
hath no being.
{t upon it, how the reafal
d wit of man hath found out fe
| Sciences, from pring
ples moft contemptible, how it ari
feth to moft admirable {peculation:
and upon poor beginnings to wh
brings; how it can give

11 how by the applicati|
on of a piece of wood, or other m

ter to the eye, it can affigne the dift

and places, and motions ,

rances of the ftarrs of heaven,|

nd foretell the pofitions an

-ombinations of the Planets, th}

pfes of theSunneand. Moon(

the generations to come: how it cor

redts the judgments of the fenfes)

and demonftrates that to be far

greater thé the world,which the ey

prefent!

Part I #he Souls of men. 73
prefents no bigger then a bufhell ,
nay, no bigger then the rowell ofa
fpurre: to infift upon fuch things as
thefe, were tobe prodigall, and fu-
erarrogate in proving the incorpo-

reall nacure of the fouls of men , and
yet all thefe are nothing to thofe
more ordinary things which it per-
forms,when it affignes and prefcribes
toit {elf laws of mutuall fignification
,which have no fimilitude 3

and founds to letters,and upon hear-
ing the voice Soule , or fecing
word 244z, we callinto our mindes
the things which I have fpoken of
fim, things w hich cannot be perfor-
med by the collifion of': atomes, the
motions or difpofitions of parts or
quantities, but muft be the iffuce of
fpiritnall effences: fuch therefore are
the fouls of men,and {o they areim=
mortall.

SECT.
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74 Theimmoriality of Part 1
SECT.VL
An Application of the former Propafh
#ions to theinference of a Religioni
generall, and a propofall of the third i
order to the Chriftian,
He third thing which I pro-
pounded to fpeak of by way df
preparation to the entertainment off
the principles of our Religion, it wa
the authority of the holy Scriptures:
that which we have already demon.!
ftrated was ofa more generall
figne,this comes to be more parti
ainft Atheifme & ir-
inft fuperftition,and
the falfe religions of the world , the
will-worfhips of the Heathen & the
Jews, and of a party of thofe that
do profefle the name of Chrift. Out
of what hath already been delivered
= neceffity of Religion in the gene-
rall will refult, forit is the firft con-
fequence of reafon from the confides
ration of theattributes of God , and
the condition and propreties of the
fouls

art 11 the fouls of men. 75
uls of men, for having by neceffa~
s force of argument drawn up the
aftnumber of mankinde to one o-
bpinall caufe, even to God as their
reatour, we cannot chufe if we will
Wit upon that confideration,but fall
koon a neceflity of Religion. For if
od have created man he muft have
done it for fome end and purpofe 5
fieing he is an intelligent agent; an,

fich agents as work with underftan-
ing,they alwais work upon defigne,
d propound fome good to_them-
ilves in all their adions, for they
t be fuppofed to work but ipon
ifire, and the objeét of defire is on=
goodnefles if now we employ all
our wit and onr invention to difco-
her what good can accrue to the
God-head by the Creation of man,
ve can finde none that is imaginable
inthe way of profit or of gain: that
which the Pfalmift hath layed down
ia conclufion following from the
icht of reafon, as well as' from - the

fpeciall revelations of the holy Scri-
pture
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26  Ths Immortalityof  Part [
pture that onr goodneffe extendeth g

nd it was a queftion , whid
th good congruity fall fro|
e Temanite, Job 22. 1. Caf
: profitable toGod, as he thaf
may be profitable to himiel
Isitany pleafure to the Almighy|
that thou art righteous? or isitan
gaine to him that thou makeft thy
way perfet? Aud the matter of g
being excluded from the end of Gof
in our creation , if we runne ovel
all the objects of pleafure, whid
come within the {pheres of the foul
of men , we fhall finde no preten
of reafon for any thing of oursts
pleafe the Almighty,and fo to be af|
figned asanintelligible caufe of oul
creationsfave only the delight whid|
theGod-head might take in the ci|
munication of his goodnes, in the
explication or unfolding of thofe glof
ties, which lay enwrapped within i
flf,in having fomething (if | mayf
{peak )without,&befides it felf,whid]
migh

s

Part 11 the Souls of mes, 77
might be apprehenfive of the excell-
cies of it 5 mighe be fubject and
onformedto it ,'and might perform
towards it the acks of glorification &

raife

So then the glorifying of God is all
the end that can be found our why
God fhould ever have created us: &
the next thought to this conclufion
ofour reafon muft be of the waies
and means, whereby he may be glo-
fified by ue: and there again whea
we {hall have run over all the waies
imaginable,we can faften upon none
other then the admiration of his
tellency, the adoration of his Majef~
ty, the obedience to his w
thefe are the ats & perfor
Religion,fo that the confideration of
the God-head & his Attributes,doe
naturally ‘caft us upon a neceffiey of
Religion.

Now as the confideration ofthe
God-head doth naturally en-
forcea Necoflity of Religion,fo doth

likewife




28 The immortality of P
likewife the confideration of the Inf
mortality of the fouls of men: fo
we fhall but confider , that our {oy
fhall never fail of their exiftence, b
continue in being to all Eternity,
can hardly avoid the thoughts ofi
fhortnefle of our duration | inthj
world,or the comparifon of the ting
of our duration here,with that othe
continuance which doth abide foru
hereafte difwe  will have ti
patience in our thoughts to infi
upon the proportion ofa few yea
unto an unlimited, and unmeafurs
ble Erernity , we fhall unavoidablf
fall upon this judgement , that oul
condition here isnq way comparabl
to that which (hall be: that monen
tany pleafure bears no proportia
to eternall happinefle or eternill
mifery: that thefe light affliiion)
whick are but for a mbent, areatot tobt
compared either to the joys or miferit
sohich arety beexpected ; and con
fequently thatour eare for thisiff
ought

Part 1V, thefoulsof men. 79
ought not, nor cannot in common
 prudence equall our care for Eterni-
nity. So_then, whatfoever befalsus
here wefball conclude it requifite to
provide that we be not miferable
bereafter, and confequently,that we
make our felvesa friend of him that
hath the iffues of death in his power,
wd moderatesand  difpenfes the
rewards of Eternity: but there is no
way to have him propitious to us,
bue by obedience,no reafs to expetk
that he fhould fatisfie our longing ,
or fulfill our will to all Erernity, un~
lefle we fulfill his will for our time
oftriallin thislife, and thatis by the
exercife of Religion only attainable.
Sothat the confideratid of the Souls
Immortality will likewife enforceus
to neceffity of Religion.

‘Thus farre the common principles
ofnaturall reafon will force us, even
the firft and moft common principles
ofintelligence, fuch asare grounds
ofclear, evideat, and perfeét demé-

ftration;
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8o The Immortality of Part )
ftrations fo thatit muft be the Fool
alone, as the Pfalmift fpeaks , whic
can bean Atheift , fo that they ar
without excufe whoever glorific hin
notas God : re thofe poor
remains of light, yet are leftto
the corrupted off fpring of our dege.
nerate Parent , will ferve to leadw
(to the generall Cneceffity of Religid:
but hereindeed it lc m\mdcmum
of the certain unmsu leafing G
and confequently deftituté n[clear
& folid grounds of bope of attaining
to eternall happineffe: And hereit
isthat the Scoffers and irreligions
men take occafionto reafon them
felves and othersto deftruction: fee-
that nature hath here deferted
us, and leftusno infallible Rulesof
particular waies of devotion, they
contend that there  are none fuch,
and confequently that our Rnlxg,mn
is vain 5 and uncertain , uncertainin
the iffue, becaufe uncertain' in the
grounds and principlés. And hers
now|

Part I The Souls of wen 81
now againft them we pretead, that
wherein our naturall light |
ed us ,the mercy of God h
p]C\.« to fupply us, that Go
not left us without a certain rule a

Canon of Religion , not withetuta
hgwlﬂum'wmusm1}.14
particularly th n.u hath »vmnmm
his holy Wordtabe a Light to ou
feet, and a Lanthorn to ou ths ,
and that the books of the holy Scri s
tures are that Word of God. :
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FPPTR 9%
PART. IIL

Concetning the truth and Authority
of our Scripture.
——
SECT.L.

Petitions and Cautions premifed toth

Qu will doe me the favout
to confider, that our pre:
{ent controverfie is againl
thofethat deny the Authe

of the holy Scriptures , fotht
the advantage
thofe Arguments which in every o
ther controverfie of Religion aretht
moft valid: T mean Arguméts draw
from the Authority of the Seriptur
themfelves, which is the beft , if

the only authenticke rule of decifi

ud to'the fpirit working
9 Ga

Part 1L, - Anthority of Scripture 83

of fuch differences as doe arife; fuch
asdocindeed arifein the Church.of
God,who all doe agree in a profeffi.
on of that faith, which is delivered
in thefe holy Books, this [ fdy they
agreeupon in thefe generall terme,
however with wonderfull heat and
diftance they vary in their judgméts
whether or no fome patticulars be
ofthe recommendation of the Scrip=
ture. Tt is then the common princi-
pleof Chriftians , and the ultimate
nle for the judgement of thofe
that are within: but. as for them
thatare without the Church, they.
arelikewife out of the jurildiction of
this Canon or Judge, and to giveo-
vertheir incredulity (or rather in~
idelity ) as fome of our Divines have
done,with th interpreted axiome
for rejection , that they deny our
principles, and o are not worthy to
be difputed with, or to referre them
nly to the dumessia of the Scriptures,
with the
feading
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84 The Truth and Part 11|
reading and' hearing of them, i
might be'to prove a fcandall to _thé
without; and to fuch as are weak §|
wavering within, it were tacitely to
imiply, that we haveno way to gain
the queftion, unlefle out of courtefi
the adverfary be pleafed to yeildif
to us, to refoive the motives of our
Catholique Faithinto private jm-
pulfes and particular dictatcs of the
Spitit (arguments of ve
dit and reputation dueto our felves
as particular favourites ofthe holy
Spirit, but fuch as being defertedby,
the tenour & regiment of our lives
tender us difhonourable to that koly
Spirit whereto we pretend , whildl
in the apprehenfion  of men we dot
at leift obliquely entile it to fuch ac
tions as are inconfiftent withit, pro-
feffing we Fold our faith by private
revelation , and confequently havé
our underftandings taken up by the
holy Choft at fuch time as our will
are guilty of enormous ﬁnnc;.‘ A

nej

ane,

Part III Authority of Scripture. 8¢
fancy that isthe mother of diverfe
prodigies lately broken into the
Church ,- as that God fees no
finne in believers ,that  Murther,
Adultery , Inceft , Sacriledge , (any
thing) 1nay be committed , and that
thefe are no finnes in believers , for
thus they argue , that they which
Have the holy Spirit are fre ft3 finne,
fachas do believe the Gofpel they

| have the holy Spirit 5 becaufe there

isno other motive fufficient befides
aprivate illumination, (o' then they
annot be 'guilty offinne, but yer
they may, * and doe “commit fuch
things as thofe we métionedswhere~
fore thofe are no . Thas doth
Satan transform himfelfinto an An-
gel oflight, and ads his Tragedies in
the likene(Je of the holy Spirit :
wefay, and doe believe that the Di-
vels alfo believe and tr that the
Kingdome of heaven is’ like a'net
which drew to fhore fifh of all forts,
fome ta be' putinto veffels , and o-
thers
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86 The truth and Part Il
thers to be thrown away. We fay &
doe acknowledge tothe glory of
God , that the internall light of the
holy Scriptures is fufficient to make
the mi of God perfett to falvation,&
thatin fome it is the means of genera
tingfaith in men,but that the moft of
thofe belieyers who havethe happi-
nefle to be trained up from their in-
fancy inany partof the Chriftian
church by obferving the etemwhich
in their Church is had of thofe holy
Bookes, they doe betimes upon the

reputation of their Church receive

them with a_kindeof veneration,

that upon this motive they receive

the faiths & that others doe upon o=

rher inducéents entertain it5 & once

for all we fay, that befides the fecret

and free illuminations of the holy

Spirit, thefe want not argumentsto

enforce the reafon of unbyaffed mé

to entertain the Scripture as the

Word of God , and that all fuch as

without the engagement of perverfe

affetions

Part HE.  AnthorityofScriptwre 87
affetions fhall admit thofe Argu-
mentsin their apprehenfions muft
neceffarily be of that beleif.

Before 1 betake my felf to the proof
of this affertion,I muft premife, thae
by the books of the holy Seripture,
I'mean fuch books ofthe old and
new Teftament as, in the Church of
England have been accounted Cano=
nicall, und that Lintend not here ta
take up the controverfie which is be-
twixt the Church of Rome, and us,
concerning the books which are A~
pocryphall, the drift of my difcourfe
being againft thofe who beleeve too
little,and not thofe who believe too
much.

Secondly,I muft premife, that we
arenot here to exped the neceffity
of demonttrations, but muft con-
tent our felves with fuch arguments
asthe nature ofour fubjett will ad~
mit: therecan beno true and per=
fet demonftration, unleffe the pro-
perty to be demonftrated do natus

ally
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88 The Truth and.  Part IIL,
mﬂv flow from ‘the fubject ofthe
dewonftration In matters then de-
pending’ upon the  free -clection of]
c.\u[«( there cannot poffibly be any
perfect :]«.non‘munm and i

his | fon:
the giving of a rufe of life in refpet

of God, {0 that there cannot be s
verfet de nonftration-ofit. So then
we muftcontent our felves with ars
o nts falling fhore of the r gceffity
of demonftration s -but fiuch as o
man fhall be able to deny, - without
denying fome fuch: principlesas al
men doc acknowledgeto be true.

SECT.IL

Sfolved into o Tro-
poji ,m., the former nndertaken
thatwh r bels he Hiflos
e mik

Q believe: that thefe Books of
Scripture are the Word of God,
there

Part TU. Awthority of Scripture. 89
there are very great and important
seafons. rhrl 42

2. To disbelieve it; there are no
re;\fons ,or not any fufficient rea=

Andm(}nfall to prove that thofe
books of Scriptures arethe Word of
God, it is fufficient if we prove the
muhnf[h’m, becaufe: themfelves
pretend to beof divine fpiration.
All Scripture is of divine infpir
thetenour of the Old Tel ament
Tunnes ge y thus, The Lord fpake
witto Mofes of the Proph
fich as weré the Penmen of the' holy
Scripture: Indeed the generall
tence of thofe  that: wrore - both
Teftaments, - is , that holy men did
{peak and write, ~ as they were
infpired by the holy Ghoft, fo
then,if ehis precence of them be rrae,
ltmmrlwm esthatit proceeded fro
the holy Ghoft, and confequently to=
plmcdwm.\lvnmW\I!Le(uﬁlu Nt
to coclude that it is the word of God,
Now
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90 The teuth and Parc |
Now as concerning the struth of
thofe writings we have 1. The fame
Arguments, oras great, as for the
truthof any writingsin the world,
Nay 2. We have arguments (morall
Arguments) to evince the truth of
them , fuch as no other writings can
pretend to.  That wemay fhorten
what we have to perform ;you maj
confider, that the things delivered to
usinthe holy Scriptures are either
matters of Hiftory, or Do&rines and
that thefeare frequently interwové
inthe Scripture, fo as when Saint
2atthew dothin an hiftoricall narra.
1i6 bring in our Saviour preachingin
the Mount ,and  delivering therea
fummary of his do&rine 5 So thatit
will appear, that ifthe hiftoricall
part of the Scripture be undoubtedly
true, there cannot rationally be any
doubt made of thofe dottrinall rules
and precepts which there are delive-
red. Asfor the doétrine of any party
whatfoever concerning God, thereis
not

part T Authority of Scripture 91
otimaginable any argumét {o ready
o evince thetruth of it, as God him~
GIf, freely attelting to the deliverers
it by mighty fignes 8 wonders, by
great and undeniable miracles,fuch
sare inftances of the immediate
hand of God;s fuchasby skilfull and
knowing men are acknowledged to
beno way performableby the pre(-
igatory art of Magicians , or by the
power of evill {pirits, Such were the
miracles which-are delivered tous
byddofes all along the courfe of Gods
bringing the children of Jfrael out of
Egypt. o his own lands and thofe af-
terwards wrought by the Prophets.
And fuch were the worksof our blef-
{ed Saviour all along the courfeof
his Miniftry before his paffion

fuch and more admirable
was his refurretion and a fcenfion.
Whofoever doth beleeve, thae
there was fucha man as Mofes,
that this man  Aofes did profefle

himfelf to have received from
L God
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92 The Truth and Part 1|
God alaw,which was to be delivere]
to a people , he may hitherto very
well doubt, “whether or no he was
not deceived, in imagining that he
had received fiach a law. Butifwith.
althe fhali be affred or ftedfaftly
believe, that this man Mofes , to
make good his pretences to Gods re-
velations, could obtain fo much of

s of gainfayers and, nppnfcrs of
what he did deliver)to fhew great&
palpable miracles : whofoever doth
believe that he did turn arod into
aferpent, and that back againinto
ods that by firetching forth that
od upon the River Nilus he turned
their waters into bloud ; and flew

I afterwards he brought
r‘w land of Egypt,even
into their Kings chamberss how he
brough flies, m‘l(ntc-rpﬂhlc > and
lice, and thunder,and lightning, and
mighty hail-ftoness how he brought
botches and murrain amongft men
and

'3
Part TN Authority of Scriptures 93

and cattell 5 how he brought upﬂh
all the mlo(r‘;," darknef
fright be felt, flew their f
h\l 5 afterwa d\lwm he divided the
Red Sea for

through
the rurn
fetuined and ¢
mies; he that fhall
this tv brought
tock, { ned the waters of
broug! into the wilde :
procured Manna to fall about their
tents all the week , and none upon
abbaths how the f )

ven confumed Nad 4 -
lyfor adventuring to offcr firange
fire, otherwife then I he ha ad ps
l'uh»\cm :that thk

=

_prom u‘mmrm of his
Laws, God himfclf appeared viibly,
that the glory of his prefence over-
fhadowed the Mount . how -there

were
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94 The tuthand  Part |
were thunder and lightnings, and |
thick eloud npon the Mount, Exo, 14
how Mount Sizai was altogether g
afmoak,becaufe the Lord defcended
upon itin fire,and the fmoak thereo|
afcended as the fmoak of a furnace
and the whole mountain fhaked ex.
ceedingly. Whofoever believes thef
works to have been done by the

arty that profeffed a revels
om God,cannot avoid the ba
s profeflion , valeffe he can
Godby fo great mira-
teftto Blafphemy and
Sacrilegious impoftures , a . thin
whichis palpably mad tobe beliey-
ed,and is oft the light of com-
imon fenfe and reafon.
vhofoever doth believe
s of duguftur Cefar
there was fuch a man as Jefus of Na«
£areth,cotiimonly called Chrift, and
that this man did profefle himfelfto
bethe fonne of God, and pretended
to deliver all the world a way of Re-
Tigion,

Drt UL Authorityof Scritture 9§
ligion, 4 Covenant of life e_tcmall,an
1brogatid of the ceremonies of the
former law, and thofe other ‘hm?
which he profeffed,thereis no necef-
fity that he fhould believe, that ei-
ther he was the Son of God,
orthat his  doctrine was infallible,
Butif together with thefe profeffios
hefhall take into beleif thofe things
which Jefus did,though for his owne
{ike he fee no reafon to believe him,
yetat leaft he will believe for the
works fake. ifhe fhall believe that
God himfelfdid atteft to thefe pro=~
feffions,he will likewife believe thofe
profeffions of his to have been true,
and Gods atteftation he will believe
ifhe (hall believe that a little before
lisbirth a' company of Angels ap-
peared to Shepherds, and told them
ofits that prefently after ita ftarre
appeared to wifc men in the Eaft, &
condutted themto the place of his
Nativity: that in bislife time he did
fuchworks as never man did- hol\:v
he
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he turned water into winescommard
dedehe windes and the fea : how by
cured all manner of difeafes with b
Word, how he gavefightto fuch a
€ born blinde, which was nevel
nown {ince the world began,how he
moft obitinate difeafes of| loug!

e
¢&btinnance meerly by the touching df

: how he caftont devil
fron n fuh s wuuu.d fledhow he
saifec ead rolife, and evey
way_ de rmImm{ the power and
prefenceofthe _God-head , howa
the time of his crucifixion thc frame
of Nature feemed to be-diflolved;
1 ofthe | Femple rent,
s opened , and many
the dead, which (lept,arofe
meinto the holy city,and ap:
vedto manys  how there was
over all theearth, the
tipfed at the time nflhc]ew
ifh pafleover, when the Moon wasat
the fulls and laftly how after thres
i fe in, appeared feve

rall

his garmer

and ca

6

rall times to his Apoftles, gave them
power to perform the miracles
\vlmh hle. done , an ly af-
Whofoever
atters of fa

w(hu d()c<

Jorh |)L‘|l_‘k\r thefe m
muft of neceflity be
nmcswh\ch]\c.klnu
aceufe God ofbe nrwhlﬁ wit-
ich other detef-
table and odious incongruity.
You fee then, how the matters of
Z lclwd and the hiftoricall

the dofrrimll parts will follow of
their owne accord:and that if we can
dearfuch things to have been
formed by 24ofe
reth, and that fuch doétrines were
delivered by themsit follows, that
thofe doctrines are true, and are the
Word of God.
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the perfons which have
SECT. I1L the relation ,

fications of thé

99

The kindes and degrees of the canfes of
Hiftoricall Faith in generall,

involvea cl
evident contradiction to for
turall principle , it s not th

IT remains therefore,that we make
nation of all the men of th

it appear, that the facred Hiftories
aretrue, and that no man, pretend-
ing to reafon, can juftly refufeto
admit that principle into his belief

ding: it not being in_the power
there ’

beleif contr
1. The fame reafons to beleve | 7 101 3 hough it n
| thofe Hiftories, that there 1
beingd  areto believe any hiftories Lany fallac
} 2. More reafon to belcive thé [ and fo he
L then any other. ght to runne over the
Firft then, Whofoever doth deie | TR 268 ;) unto himfelf,
berate with himfelf,about that quef [2%1¢ With It
tion, whether or no he fhould give |
credit toany Hiftory propounded, SR e ey ;
can poffibls finde no other confide-} a0 git {elf. benotins
ioms to fivav his Sudgement , thaafraibleshowever difficult or frange
fach, as cither aretaken from the df“.‘h‘" which then he doth con-
thing it {c}f,that is delivered,or from :"Sr ;s,‘ the qualities of the relators,
¢he[™ the manner of the relation , and
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100 The Truth and Part Iif:
thereis not any improbability pro
ummrv(nunihcdlthu\h\ or the ra-
rity of the accidents, which may
notbe outweighed by the known
difpofition and properties of the Re-
lators,

Thefe things which men doe con-
fider in the Relators ofthings, in or-
der to yielding their belicf , they
referre either to

Underftandingy
MwS o (

2 will S

and coeern either their<

of the Relators

Sufficiency

whether thefe parties had_fufficient
means to come to the certain know-
Jedge of them, and whether thef
contain themfelvesin their relation

certain knowledge: Thus then}t‘t\of
ng!

within the bounds of things liableto],

-

Part XE Anthority of Sevipture.  10¥
things whichmay be certainly known
they are the outward events of things

whereas the fecret caufes may i
cealed:the former are fuch as are the
objetts of common fence , and come
within the cognizance ofall:thel
are fuch as are indifcoverable

m:nyzhcy being oftentimes 1
ofa complexion of actions and difpo-
fitibs of multitudes of men, or things
perfectly to be known onely of him
lhat fees all things in fpeculo aternita=

Ifthclh(‘mw(nr Relation) con-
tainc it felf within the bounds of evi-
dence and certainty , the next thing
tobe confidered is, whether or no
the party that is Author of the Rela~
| tion had fufficient meanes of know-
lLdgc, whether himfelf werean eye
orcarc-witnefle of the things, which
he relatess or wh cther the thi
were {o publickly acte
that he might certainly,and particu=
arly informe himlelfe,, without any
danger of deceits if
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Ifthe party

bothin himfe

the things , the nes

of his Integrity ,

befufficient reafon to

he would not w]umuw; ¢

falfhood, in {

caufe it is n

men will | lye, unlefle they

known to be cc

Part Il
ot knovn bl o

nd in reference to

queftion will be

seeed tothe
'” belief, even
foeversand ac-
thefe cnndx'xom
feure, doubtfull
s the ftrength o f
fall of them concurre, ther
mains no reafon ar all of doubtin
iffome of them faile , there will t;ol-
oW

Part T Authority o of Scriptwre 103

low a debility, anfwerable in the
belicf: fecing that the belief of the
conclufid can never exceed the force
and evidence of the premifles,

That there is,or lately hath been

fuch a City as Rome , or Hiernfalen
or Paris, there are none of us that

them; becaufe  they are rhnv«
afily known, as being the objeéts
< |oftheeyes s becaufe the reporters
have been there ro fee them,and be.
aufe no end or reafon can beima-
- |sined why,or how men fhould com
bine to abufe thofe that have not
iravelled.

That there have been formerly
fich Cities as Corinth, and Phalippry

ind Lacedemon &erwe make even as
icle doub as of the for mer,becaufe

s very

. [bethings in their nature are evidét-

ijto be known, and they have all of

" Jhem been métioned in the Books of

olybins or Plutarch,or a multitude of
iitorians that knew them.
That
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104 The Trutb and  Part 101}

That the Hiftory of Cefars warre
againft the Gaules istrue, though
written by himfelf, it is believed,be.
caufe of his abilitie to know,and be-
caufeit makes not things appearto
be ftrained \nln‘h{‘h“ll, becaufei
might havebeen contradicted ifit
had been otherwife, and becaufe e
sdelivered to usin the complexion
of Hiftories,as a man of honour,that
would not write a lye.

That the Hiftories of Salft ate
true, it is believed,becaufe he wrote
of things done within the compafl
ofhis time, whereof he might wel
informe himfelf, he was a man d
knowledge, and couldnot gain by
any thing that hehath deliveredif
it were untn

That all of thefe Hiftories wert
written by thofe that bear the name;
of them , there is hardly any ma
that doubts, becaufe there is noim-
probability in reafon: they have bee

conftantly

Part [T. Authority of Scripture, 108
coftantly fo received in the world,&
mentioned fucceflively in Authors
following one another from their fe-
verall generations down to ours.
Wc(wtnwuum egrees of qua-
fifications ( fome of them ) upon
which we build an hiftoricall belief,
that this belicf comes fhort of the
dearnefle of our affenttoa Mathe-
maticall demon(tsation is evidents
becaufe, there is an abfolute impof-
fibility that things fhould be other-
wife, (there being a contradition
involved in the very tearm
wjedo:) but here isno impoffibility
but (mlv an exceeding difficulty
which makes up (not indeed a Ma-
but) a morall impoffibi-
ible that all men may
combine r(w"rhex to fay, that they
have feen fuch things as they have
not feen,becaufe every manisalyars
but how they fhould come to doe it,
or to what end , is fo invifible and
inconceivable, that the matter, tak-
en
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Part 1T The truth and 10
en inthegrofle, is altogether incre,
dible. Itis abfolutely poffible thy
all thofe writings which we receiye
as delivered down fr5 antient times,

may have been of late devifed by

fome men to abufethe world, and
put upon other names: but to what
end any men fhould take the pains,
and how they fhould fit them  with
circumftances, and mak

ach other,

ke them all

ina con-

, acreeing in the

mention of perfons , places, and ac-

tions,is a thing fo difficult to caceive

asthat it weuldargne m adneffe to

believe it and conclude him, to want

the ufe of reafon, that fhould rejet
thelight of all antiquity.

SECT.

are TIE  Awuthority of Scripture 107

SEGT. -1V

f Application  of thofe generall
grounds to the hiltory of the New
Teflament, and a proof
tion, That there iy
at, as 1o
flory 1n the world.

Uch madnefle then, and no lefle

it were to rejed the Hiftories of

ly Scriptures 3 nolefle mad-
ay, it is mnch gr

y

us then the
afts of nen of former times, but e-
sen becanfe of the advantages of
be delivery of thofe Hiftorie: \"Vc
willbegin with thofe of the New
Teftament.

And here firft, The Books of the
New Teftament were written by
thofe whofe Names they bear s the

four




108 The Truth and Part 11}
four Gofpels were written by the
four Evangelifts, and the Ads of h
mmu were written by Sain

l\u\\'(h thefe Books were writ|
ten by thefe men,it is impoffibleaf.
firmatively to demonfirate 5 all that
can befaid is,that there is as great
evidence of it,as of any other writing
in the worldsthat by whatfoever ar-
gument it can be made appear, thit
any Books have been written by
thofe who are reputed for their Au-
thoursin antiquity, (that the workes
of Homer, or Plato,or Ariftotle,or Tuk
1y, are theirs) by the fame it maybe
madeevident, that thefe have pro-
eceded from our Authours.

Have they been ficceffively delive
red ? {o have thefe: have they been
continually mentioned under thofe
names*o have thefe:have they been
acknowledged by all parties? fo have
thefe: thofe that in the primitive
times  did oppofe the doftrine of

Chrift

Dart 1II Authority of Scriptures 309
Chtift, yet did it not under rhe pre-
tence that the o!uw re fpurious,
peither Jc i
pudence to 1
the npofmc doth freely a
ge (Cryills 10. ) that
m»ks which lw the Chriltians were
received under the names of Peter ,
ml Mathew , Mark , Luke,&c they
of thofe Authours.
that there are fome
ks reccived ofthe Canon of the
New Teftament, whofe Authors are
unknown , as the Epiftle to the He-
brews,and fome others: but conc
ning them 1 hopeto fpeakeinan-
fivering thofe objections whicharc
\mchnmnﬂ' the Scripture. lnthe
mean time we may jultly
for granted , that thofe whercof
qeeftion hath been madein anci-
ent times, are the writings ofthofe

to whom they are afcribed:
And now this being fuppofeds
which cannot with any pretence of
reafon

Hobbes | 40696301



110 The truth and Part]]
reafon be denied, it follows cluxk
thatt huhmmrh(\ have related
t, the thing|

delivered they wer

ily tobe knownj in re.
(;mfnlzlu th.x gs themfelves , they

our, or by
themfelves: Secondly, the alts were
acted publickly in the face of the
world, and the fpecches which they
deliver as fpaken by others, they

were for the moft part foken pube

lickly, either in the Synagogue, orin
the Temple 5 ot to the multirude
fomewhere gathere,

mountain, by the i in pub-
lick places:fo asth vt have ea-
fily be 4 g hey (hould
havedelive Ifehood: Thirdly,
the parties which have de l\cnd
themhad all the

he world to know rhe trath ﬂf

thingss they were things done either
by themfelves, or within their owne
fight

art 1L Awthority of Scripture 111

light » or hearing for the grateft part;
orat leaftwlfein the timesand pla-

®les where the reporterslived.

Mathew and fu/m the two Evan-
h wrote the Hiftory of
weretwo of his Difci-

s: two that were intimately ac-

mainted with his ations, and his

words, more familiar with him then
the reftsthe one was the difciple that

s loved , and ufed to lean on his

bofome, auluv 11\ at mears the o=

lindesand hence ‘my\m\\ IInt they
mfelves were prefent at
il the as, and fpeeches which they
lave delivered.
Marke and Luke, the other two
Evangelifts, they lived in the fime
territories, at the fame time , where,
ind when our bleffed Saviour beft-
owed his converfations & moreover
‘:\mr Merke was (as'tis very proba=
ble fixft a Difciple of Saint Pan/,who
was
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112 The Truth and Part ][]
was miraculoufly chofen to delivef
the do&trine of Chrift: Afterwardy
he was undoubtedlya difeiple and
companion of Saint Pefer , who wa
an Apoftle ofour. Saviour , did i
familiarly together with him , waj
prefent at almoft all things whid
Marke hath written: and befides
whateveris delivered by Saint Mk
is to be found in the writings of
the Apoftles. Zke was an individu
companion of Pail, and fo he might
learne of him fuch things as he deli
vered 5 befides that he faith, thathe
{poke with thofe that were cye-wit-
nefles of thé things which he delive:
red, hewas borne near hand, he
travelled through Paleftina, might
converfe with thofe very men, upon
whom J¢/#s had wrought his mira-
dles, fuch ashad feen the life of Z¢fi)
his death,and refurrection.

"The Ads of the Apoftles were like|
wife written by Saint Lukes and that
Booke contains fome things dunel,;i

d

Part YIL  Authoriiy of Scripture, 113
the reft of the Apoftless but the moft
ofit is concerning the attions of Paul
after his miraculous converfion : the
former it was eafic for him to know,
dther from the Apoftles themfelves
orothers: of the latter hé could nat
be ignorant,becaufe hewas continu-

ally with Parlin all his labours and

hisjourneys, even fromi the time of
His converfion to his impriforiment

at Rome.

As for the matters of fait which
are delivered in th iftles of Paul,
and Peter. and Tames, and Iobn , and
Tude, they are fuch, s cither were
doneby themfelves , ~and fo they
couldnot poflibly be ignorant of
them, or by others with whom they
eld a correfpondence,or by our
Saviour whofe Apoftles they were,
all but Penls or elfe they are things
done by others ; publickly and no-
toriou(ly known.

Laftly, As for the Epiftle tothe
Hebrews and the  Revelations,

1 though
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though the authours of them be not
certainly known in the Church, yet
thus much is plain, that the Authour
to the Hebrews faith , that the Gof-
pel of Tefus was preached at fift by
Chrift, and confirmed unto him
(Us)by them that heard him , 2. v.
3. and {o that he could not be igno-
Tant of thats nor yet wasit poflible
that the Authour of the Revelations
fhonld be ignorant , whether or no
he had thofe vifions which he hath
delivered.

Now thefeare all the Books of the
New Teftamét,&it appears,that the
Authouts of them had as much op:
portunity to know the things which
they delivered, asis poffible tobe
had: wherefore the bufi e is clear
in refpett of their Sufficiency d

knowledge 5 and all the Queftion

which remaines, it muft be in regatd
of their Integrity,
Whofoever challengeth or quelt

Thetruth and

onsthe Integrity ofan Hiftorian,an
upol

Part 1Tl Autbority of seripture 115
upon that caufe refufeth to receive
his Teftimony, it is requifite that he
produce the reafons of his fufpition
that he charge the Authours of cor-
ruption,and prove the charge which
hehath objeéted 5 or that he difco-
ver and manifeft the ends, which he
might propound to himfelf , as the
reward of his impoftures that he
fhew the gain that might accrue, or
the lofle, or perifl, or ignominy
that he might avoid; and manifeft
that his accufation hath not proceed
ed from malice,but from judgment,
from fome grounds of reafon, and
not from perverfenefie, or fpight.or
any inhumanity. Here then it isthat
we challenge men or Devils to pro-
duce the crimes, to detett and prove
the villanies of thefe Writers; nay
to affigne the ends  which  they
mlghr' have in relating falfhood
the gain, the pleafure, the glory. the
fafety, or whatfoever itis that ;-r('-
Vails upon the appetites and lufts
ia of




116 The Truth and Part111:
ofmen : and let their infidelity and
3 e out-docthe malice of the
Apoftate. ‘Indeed I think it
ntoftand upon this argament,
15 the contemplation of thefe
fly that gained from me
ion , That thereis
greater reafon o believe the Scrip-
ture then a other writings in the
world) the firft Propofition being

already demonftrated,1hat we have
asgreat.

Gt w
things chi
that fecond afl

SECT. Ve

afon to bes
Teftament

1hat there is mnch greate
fory of the Ne
any other Hiftery.

liowe the Hi.

1he

H/\\'in;z alrcady demonftrated,
A that confidering the qualificati»
ons of the perfons who have recor-
ded unto us the New T eftament of
our Saviour: there isas great reafon
t0 give credence to their Hiftories;2s

10

art ITL Anthority of Sevipture. 117
toany other ancient Hiftoriesin t}
world,by reafon of their ¢
knowledg,8 opportuni
very of the truth of thofe
fa& which they have delivered;Tr fol
lows now that we make good that,
whichin the fecond place we pro-
pounded cocerning them,which wa
That we have greater reafonto be-
lieve them,then to believe anyHif
ries whatfoever, and this now will
be manifefted to usby thefc Argu
ments following,

4 Their predii

Firft then, They w
erfully obliged to the de
truth thé othersinot that
not obliged! ikewile to deliver no-
thing but the truth eisin the cf
fcience of every foul -d
ple didtating unto hi

&
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not to} recede from the truth in
his relations but yet this principleis
in the moft of men, much overclou-
ded and overborn 5 as is manifeft,
not only by the fabulous relations of
ancient Hiftories,even after the infti-
eurion of the Olympiadss but by that
inclination which we finde,almoft in
all men, to make their relations
handfemes in order whernnto even
the gravelt of them, Tofephws , Livy,
and thé reft of thofe orders of Hifto-
rians, have often changed the form
of Circumftances ~ and ‘varied from
thetruth ,to make a coherence of
things according to their fancy, fch
as might pleafe their owne imagina-
tions,
hetrth s, that which held in
the Heathen, o far as they were held
within the boundaries of truth, it can
be conceived to be no other thena
certain magnanimity , and a morall
generofity, that was actuated and
quickned in them by the conceit ofa
reputation

Part IIT  Authorityof Seriptwre 119
reputation , thereby gained amongit
the people of theirs own generation,
& their hopes of perpetuating theix
owne fame , together with the adts
which they recorded, and confec:
ting them to eternity and immorta
lity3 T doe not fay , that this was all
the motive which (h?\ had, but that
upon the confideration of ‘them >in
the whole complexion of their cir-
cumftances, T cannot finde out any
more powerfull motive , nor any
ftronger obligatio
But befides all that thefc men had
to'move them, the writers of the
New Teftament had likewife other
motives,as farre beyond thefe,as the
heaven is beyond the earth, cither
in dignity,or fituation:A moft fevere
ijunction of their Mafter , fuch as
they them(elves have delivered,fuch
as thcv could not,neither durft neg-
lect: their writings abound in pre-
cepts of truth and of veracity, and
that prefcribed under far other con-
ditions, and fettled upon a far furer
foundation




120 The Truth and  Part 11T,
foundation, upon the foundation of|d
truthit felf , the originall and the
Ideall truth of the world 5 and pro-
ounded to them under far other
penalties: they knew full well and
taught to others , that of every idle[b
word, which men {hall fpeak, ana
count muftbe given at the dayf
judgement: how  dreadfull an ac.
count then muft they have expected
iﬁh;v fhould have delivered falf-
he place of truth, ifthey
toldalyefor God ,or
lyes of God, or delivered impoftures
in the name of God> nay verily, the
neaeflity which lay upon them, com
pared to others, doth as farre exceed
it5 as thie fear of a little difreputatio
is brronr of eter-
nall torments:and now their pradife
alfo anfwerable to their obliga-
tion, and what they delivered , in
their fpeeches and writings,was fully
exampled in their lives. We have be-
fore intimatcd, that whofoever will
charge

d by the

Dart 1Y. Awthorityof Scripture. 121
charge an authour witha lye,he muft
dither detect the lewdnefle and cor-
ruption of their lives, or at leaftwife
manifeft what they might gain by
their report 5 the former could never
be by their fworn encmies detetted,
way ulian the great Apoltate could
charge them with nothing but fim-
plicity: now then, all the gain that
an be , is reducible
\A\'Ou{m/'c of evill,
to the< nd
/() )| 11'”(11( of good.
The Goods that are to be obtained

are cither of <

Firft then,Wha rd evill did
they there by elcape,that fo they may
be Sudged to have lyed out of fear?
confider the {tate of the world at that
time , and tell us, whether or no there
was danger in fpeaking,and  writ
thofe things, or in the forbearance

a

-
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Did the Roman Emperours , or th
Governours of Tudea,or the Jews,o
the Prefidents of the adjacent Pro
wvinces, or ‘the multitude, threate
them to make them fpeak,or to bef
lent ? Did they by that meanes put
themfelvesinto a condition of eafek
pleafure , and foft lnxury?Did chey
treafure up gold and filver,and raif
themfelvesa fortune by it >Had they
agreater freedome inward or out
ward? did it lee thé into larger prine
ciples,or procure them greater {Cope
to gratifie their inordinate defires’
Was it the way to advance them to

honour & reputation,either withthe J

Governors , orwith the peoplefnay
inftead of bodily. cafe and pleafure
S:\ﬂi\r’c‘
- and
: O pafiiv
they were forced to undertake la-
bours, and travels , and watchings,
and the inconveniencies of great and.
painfull induftry : they were daily
expofed

it objefted them to pains

it 1L Awthority of Scripture 123
wofed to hunger and thirft, and
bd and nakednefe 5 nay, to tor-
ents and to death: inftead of gain-
jzan cftate, they were enforced to
rfake all that they had, tolive an
kibulatory kinde of life, without
by certain being 5 depending as it
ere on the Ravens, to provide thé
eir meat from one day to another.
ftead of that fame freedome and
herty which men affect, they en-
ed into a_{traighter and more nare
w wav,then the way of the world,
hey were forced to deny themfelves
ien fuch things as they knew were
full , & they were abridged even
fthe common enjoyments of man-
inde, not fuffered to converfe with
edom , or to breath with fafety:
ey no fooner came toa city , bt
fere they were perfecuted and for=
kd to fly unto another. That which
kint Paz! {poke of himfelf,as he was
aking his laft voyage up to Zernfa-
f, might have been the common
Motto
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Motto of thé all,Now I goe boundpore fay? they were deprived of

the Spirit up tolZerafalens,not knoy
what things (hall befall me, only
holy Ghot that teftifies in everyd
that bonds &afHictios abide me th

fithe enjoymé of the world, & caft
to all the miferies ,or in the words
the Authour to the Hebrews, They
e abont in eep-ckins and gou-

Asfor the matter of honourains, being deftitute,affliéted, tormen-

Teputation, that was allin the hay
oftheir enemies, the Jews, and
Greeks: they preached Chrift crug
fied, to the Jews a ftumbling bl

to the Greeks foolifhnefle 5 and
thecredic which they obtained

and all fﬂr the ml‘ very ﬂf the
lings contained in thofe b books :* and
we will fadly confider it,we can af-
fzne no caufe of this their choice 5
tthe force of truth prevailing in
iem, and the urging of their confci-

their hands was , to be accountelfgce, by the continuallinftiga tion

company of {illy men, contentiogf

for a thing of nothing, a queftion

rit which atted
fiem, making their hearts hot , and

bout names ,about one Jefus vifindling a fire within them, a fire in

wasdead, whom they affirmed tol
alive: this was the opinion ofth
Gentiles; and by the Jews they we
Tooked upon as revolters, and fon
fit tolive: as for this fect we kn

ieir bofome, which they could not
fipprefle: (17 cannot but [peake the
ings which we have [eer and hear
fhey fuffered for their profeffion tha at
hever men did 5 and fo we have

that it is every where [poken againfreater reafon to believe them then

and they were hereby rcndrcdt
fcorn and derifion of the world , 1
officouring of the people: wha el

iy other men.

And we have ftill greater argu-
ments then thefe, becaufe that God
himfelfe
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himfelfe gave teftimony to t}
words and writings; and that by
in their owntimes, and the tin
which did fucceed them: in th
own times by miracles 3 in the fi
ceeding gencrations by accompli
ing their predictions.
The Apoftles then, in confirmat
of their doérine, were endowd
with a miraculons power from o
high,and manifefted toall the world
that they had received in greats
bundance their portions of the fpit]
from him, that bad the fpirit notby
meafure: they preached, and as the
preached,they confirmed their doc
trine by mighty Gignes and wonder
and evident manifeftations of the
holy Ghofts fo evident , that whe
they had delivered the relation of
them toa gain.faying, a crookel
and perverfc generation ;. affigning
the times and places, and" other cirf
cumftances, their fpightfull enemiel
could never deteét ther of the Jeaf
impofture|

et 1IN Authority of Scripture 127
poftures but were forced ,(though

feir teeth gnafbed while they fpake)
beonfefle that indeed great miracles
ere done by themsthat this was evi-
fent,& they were not able to deny its
y,fuch was the evidence of the mi-

icles performed by them,that fome
fthem have been recorded in the
banals of heathen Authours (Phlegd )
fhat they were appealed unto by the
primitive Chriftians(in the tims next
liccceding theApoftles)in all their
pologics for the Chriffian faith, In
iheir Apologies made to the Heathé
Emperours, they are appealed unto
s things commonly known by the
world,yeelded without contradici-
on, which could not with any fore-
ead be denied 5 they were, 1 fay,
ippealed unto,and that to the greats
elc enemics of the Chriftians, and
that by way of challenge to the
triall, and that without amy re-
ply astothefalthood of thems nay,
which is yet much more, there were
not
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not only by thefe men themfelye

but even at their fepulchres, whe| the dumb
i a | dowsor could have fpoke all forts of

t fo certainly, that it was con|
by the foreft cnemies of he
Chatrch, fuch I mean, as were of the
School of Pyshagoras,that by Magick
Arts ftrove to d e

inances of Chrif
that mad D
thers. Unlefl
God th

ynmcnln y by
phyrins | anded
1 men will deny
our due unto him , 1o

make him by
made of the truthof

but they maf

s in the world, unlefl
(hu \ ikewifc could have (lune fudh
ats as thefe have done, unlefle they

words,have given the holy Ghoftby
the impofition of their hands,unled
they could have healed all manerdi
v difeale)

Pmmlpmm Authority of Scripture, 129

difeafes;the blinde,the lame,the deaf
¢,by words,touch,fhad-

Languages,or rather at one fpeaking
could have brought to paffe , that
men of every language (hould per~
feétly have underftood their fpecch,
as if it had been their own: Parthi-

| ns, and Medes,and Elamtites, and

the dwellers in Afefopotamia,and Fu-
deas,and Capp ﬂdwm r’mw md 1fia,
Phrygia, and Pamp/):lm[-‘()yl, and
the parts of Lybia about Cyrene,

|firangers of Rome, Fews; and Profen
nflytes, Cretes, and Arabiins , they Il

heard them fpéak in their own
tfongues.

Nor did it pleafethe Lord, of the
firits of all flefh , here to ftint the
difpenfations of his holy Spiric to
glthem, he gave them not only the

out devilsby theifpower of miracles , but the fpirit of

rophecy, he unfolded to them the
verlafting rolls,& admitted thé in-
o hisdecrees, & would not hide frd

K them
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hich he 'meant ol
in the "LHCFJUO’HU
them by his bol

Thetruth dnd

y foretold the fatesa
the w nu they forerold it, and God|
; pafle: T cannot ftand o
Itheir p]oph(uu which
d fhortly after thej
Of the fpreadinga
ven, of the growth of thgf™

1 of muftardfecd, of the mighy
1 tion ofthe
nd the perpetuall enduring
¢ rejection of it by the J
eiving ofn\w the Ge
e hatred of the Je
hich were to be utft
slorious Martyrs,o
ufales
aithleffe Natios
cit evident, that G
h thems : that there js infinite
ore veafon to believe the i
¢ the New Teftament thena

iters. T

Ilmnnnc can «
without forfeitin,
f 2, that-Ge

Books of the N
of them toly
ichotity and cre
Pod, that the dogr

1 dfobe received upo por

fitories, ' and the
€common princi

bd corifequently that

ling to be g

it mL [ "l 1
nsdwm den ' : § v
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lobbes | 40696301
Library, Hobbes 1, 40696301



132 The Truth and Part [Tl

take off thofe colours, and anfiver
thofe Sophifms, which by fome men
are urged acainft the Scripture , and
fo conclude this argument.

Before 1 proceed to the former
of thefe, I muft call to your remem-
brance that, whichin the beginning
1 did premife, that under the title of
the Books of the Old Teftament, |
did comprehend thofe,and thofe o
1y, which in theChurch_of Englal
have beenadmitted under the name
ofthe Books of the Canonicall Serip:
ture:8 that 1 had no purpofeatalltg
seddle with the controverfies whid

are betwixt us and the Roman]
Church, about the books whichart
Apocryphall: the reafon , why the
Church bath entertained them onl}
into the Canon, is , becaufe thel
onely were of the Canon of the Jei
belicf, before the coming of our S
viour,they only being written in
Hebrew tongue , and configned !
Efdyas at the return of the Jews frﬂh

[

atIIL Antherity of Sevipture. 133
the Babylonifh captivity, as is ge-
perally believed amongft the Tewih
Rabbines,whileftthe Prophets Hggs,
Lechary and Malachy were yetalive,
Now although the way to demon«
firate the truth of them , confidering
the queftion apart,& by it felEbe the
fome with the way, whereby we
did demonftrate the truth of the
New Teltament, by afferting the
Authours of them to have been thofe
men to whom they were evermore
ilcribeds and from the  qualities of
the things delivered (in matter of
Hiftory,) and the charatters of thofe
perfons, who have delivered the fe-
verall parts of it , to demonftrate,
it no reafon can be imagined,why
lich men, as thofe. are., and  mufk
e fappofed to be, fhonld deliver
lich impoftures as thofe muft be,
lappofing . them to be impoftures;
that no end ot motive can be difco-
Verec{, which they fhould propound
o thefelves for their reward,but on
the
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rary, that many re fum are

fes together itk
livered: likewife
and. Afiriam,
rophets bavi
S th

moft profitablé
v to make a pred

content my felf to have put youthiy
i

dliknd cor

Part IIT
in minde
z\uncnn for the
t*oh writers, are’ comman to t
swell as to the otherss & that t
needs no var b

Anthority of Scriptnre
that all thofe gener
truth and

I fobe applicd
“fshand, any_ather then tl
ndls

nging of their feveral

itics, and other ac
ord, that the kindes of the ar
jnents are the fame;and the force of
feafon alike in both ; allc

i
her fay is |
s That 1. In the time of
mm,mnulv \ voftle

vhich two Propofitior

ill follow ; that il they arcfos
quently, that the Books of
cftament; as wélkas of the
New

heOld
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New, are the Word of God.

As touching thefe propofitions,
the truth of them will be inferred by|
this ratiocination.

1. The Baoks, which we now res
ceive, are the fame which the Jews
do now reccive.

2. The Books,which the Jews noy|
receive , are the {ame which they
did formerly reccive, even up to
the confignation of their Canon.

3. The Books, which then they
did receive, were true.

S R e B
SECT VIL

The firit Affertion proved., That the
Books of the 0ld Teftament which
we nowreceive, are the fame whid
the Jews doe now receive.

Hat thofe Canonicall Books
Twhith we receive are the el
Gamewiththofe which the Jews ;:

t

Part XII. Awthority of Scripture. 137
the prefent do receive , isa cafe fo
plain, that it ‘needs' no manner of
proof; but only this, thatit is obvi-
ousto every man to compare our
Englifh or Latine Bibles with the
Hebrew Bibles, which are ufed a-
mongft the Jews at prefent, and dai-
Iy put forth by the prefent Rabbines
sefiding in the feverall partsand do-
minions of the worlds and upon fuch
a comparifon it will be found, that
wedo own the felf fame Books which
they do, without any difference in
the number or infcriptions , chapters
or verfes of thofe Books: fuch as do
doubt of this , they muft take the
pains to try, and to refolwe them-
felves by their own experience 3 or
elfeifthey are not able,or not wiling,
totake the pains to make themfelves
their own refolvers,they muft of ne-
ceflity believe the multitude of
thofe , that have already tried ity
and finding it to be generally gran-
ted, and allowed of all mens and all

parties,
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The truth and 138
owever differing otherwife
amongft themfelves, they muft upon
that account,cither beliéve the Pro-
pofitiv,or c‘h devife fome way how,
& for what endit fhould bebrought
to pafle, e B el
ations, and Religions, Jews,
wriftians, l’.\m! Proteftants, Turks
agans, Grc. fhould agree together
toimpofeupon that part of people,
that cannot or will no

)
C

that all thefe f;
ce, muft likewife be be-
Jieved , untill fome one inftance can
beproduced ‘to the contrary : the
1th is, the thing being a matter li-
abletothe triall of common fence,
and obvious to all the world, there
is nomore controverfie made of it
among the learned,then of a piincis
ple in Mathematicks.
Ttistrueindeed, that as concer=
ning the interpretati of thofe books
there

th

Part X1 - Authority of Scriptnre
thereis, and almoft ever was a great
eal of controv
learned, (but no
and to the
delivered amor

parts of thofe are " |

islikewife true , t
farre the greareft nv
the queftionable fi

1

tors, and tha

queftion

faid in thi

can ate

own {

e it

of Tranflators,in
fidelity,&

all thofe ra

is the ma in
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140 The Truth and Part ITI;
ther tran{lations likewife - thisthat [
bave fpoken of tranflations isiny
deed a digreflion from the propo-
fition I fhould demonftrate, fecing
when we {peak of the facred autho-
rity of the holy Scriptures, we mean
itnot of tranflations , as they are
fuch ,but primarily of the originalls,
and of tranflations only fo far as
they are confonant to thofe origi-
nals. And thus much isindeed fuf-
ficient both for the affertion , and
explication of that propofition , that
the books which we receive , they
are the fame which the Iews re-
eeive.

Part TN Authority of Sctiptures 141

e o e

SECT. VIIL

That the Bookes, which the Jews do
now receive , are the [ame which
they bave received ever fince the
Confignation of their Canon.

Ut fecondly , the Bookes which
Brhc]cws do now receive , they
are the fame which they did former-
ly receive, upwards to the time of
our Saviour , and his Apoftless nay,
beyond them,to the very time of the
confignation, or fealing up the Ca-
non of their beleif, thatis, their
Bookes were never changed nor cor-
rupted.

Tt is not here my purpofe to affert
that never any letter or word hath
been changed, or formerly read o~
therwife then now it isin the Jewiflt
Bibles, (T am not fofar unaequain-
ted with their Keri and Chetib, or

wit
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etruthand Partq -
arent out of the

12 S crc il
with the notes of the asefforeth) bu Mﬂ‘-,::f:':,}‘;;“ ik ke pie v
thatthereTath not been madeanylclg@ 97 T8 (SRS ater thei
on fo confiderable,as to hakelpr " *42/¢ e

pies of the facred | that both
}mb ikely & pm at] x~ch it which be-
f objections fore they were difperfed r"]w[ was

10, "i"Unlh A xm(iulhudm t/‘[.‘ CIn , OF €] Ife was
cIvedany com ot (o apprehended by them:folong

5 = ssthefirlt Temple was yet unrazed,
“1 fone | € reade but of veryfew (ifany)
M 5 Synagoguesof the Jewsin other Na

In theintes
that they £

BAnch the un,\:.':\ and teryi
Proveds }yovies of Tudea : but afeer by their
propofiti o fll C : :

5 ! Captivity, when
confidencein the protettio
their Law and their :
by their fad experienceand v
fufferings worne it {clf

mindecs, their T

Jadathey demolithed, th

bt gt kel | chink, cha
from the multisudeof topics which |y L5 AR
itwasimpolfibleto “”f.“"”," 08¢ land they now bethou
ther to corrupt upon defigni: or that of making ufe of the rationall me:
they fhould m:zdcm ally dgnée toges
ther in the fame cafuall corruptions

Ic

argfients t}
are fome

was pofiible that e~

Habbakuk
lves




arh  The Thithand Part It
of the prefervation ofit, in the
mindes of men3 and fecing there
coutd niot be any readier way
thought upon_then the eretting of
gues,& writing manycopies;
thefe were the courfes which they
took;(they had had_experience of
the inconvenience of having oneon=
Iy copy  in the loffe of that copy,
which béing found again by Hifkiab
¢he Preift,made King ofih to rend
hisclothes, at the hearing of thofe
things written in the Law) and ac+
cordingly we finde,before the com:
ing of our Saviour,many Synagogues
erefted in forrain places,and the
books of the Law, and the Prophets
in every Synagogue read every
Sabbath days now every difperfion
encreafed the number of Synagogut
and Books. And befides the firft cap:
tivity of the Tribes carried into Ae-
diaby the Aflyrians, we fhall finde

them, ever® after they had Jicenct]!

from Cyrus toeturn, continuing il
abroad)

Part T Authority of Scripture. 145
abroad, and upon many new occafi-
ons again difperfed: thofe that reade
over facred Hiftories and prophane,
fhall finde them feated in moft of
the Eaftern Countries adjacent Fu-
deayor not farra diftant from thence:
the Macedonians invited them to.
dlexandyia , the cruelties of Antio-
chus,the civill warres of the Afmonei
the armies of Pomspey,& Soffius,drove
marty of them from _their habita

ons: the cities of Cyreme, of Af
Macedonia, and Lycaonia; the Iflands
ofCsprusand Crete,and diversothers,
even Home it felf , they were allof
them - furnithed with Tem

ynagog t
i, that the Books of all thefe did a-
gree together among(t themfelves,
which they could not have £
any, and not all of the

been corrupte

fiould either cafiially
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146 Thetruthand  PartIll
Ggne) the thing it felf makesit im-
poffible. e
Befides, had any fuch thing been)

they muft,to makea correfpondence]
have corrupted likewife the Septus
gint tranflation , which for almol
three hundred years before our S
viour was extant in Egypts thatl
i nmhullg Oft{)cgc’l'lu}zcré; #artyr complain of wronging the
sl Jproagints Tranflations and certainly
of our blefed Saviour: {o ;hﬁe]g‘,;]mm i e r,mny]
faras the nature ofa mfwml,m LR o
will admit, we bave fhew Boo1d Lave e ol dofanl
the caufes, that the Scriptures of ti -

0ld Teftament could not be corri)

d

Part 1. Authority of Seripture
their traditions,

Now, ‘that the Hebre
hath not been corrupted
$aviours time,we have this fi
wife, that ne:
Fathers have, in their greateft heat
of zeal again(k theJews,accufed them
bof fuch corruption, though 7

fignes, we hat i
erfull arguments , t}
TS they were Uil o
fe our Saviour i,

ve, by the v
eprovide

ich care & d
tto be found to
upon any oth

d,at fich times as he tay

the s and Pharifees of maki
the Law of God of none effe(t )h
tl
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148 The Truth and ?mm;mm Authority of Scvipture, 143

heaven: witneflc the Criticall notg
of their Mafforeth , which givesa
account of the numbers of lettersi
every Booke almoft, and almoft, i
not altogether , of every various led
tion. I conclude then that they ha
never been corrupted.

SECT: IX,

That in our Saviours time #hefe book
were truc, and confequently werel
Wordof God.

Ut in our Saviours time th
chrc true, and theWord of G
as appears by ourSaviouss teftimof]
andthe teftimony of the Apofie
who fHill referre to them as beingd
divine infbiration.as being thetn!
and Word of God , their ufing ¢
teftime

eltimony almoft of every particy-
ar Book, asauthenticall, their dif~
utations founded upon their Au-
hority.Particalars in this kinde are
bmany, and {o plain , that without
ny more{peaking T will conclude,
hat we ate to receive the Old Tefta
pent upon the creditof the News

nd the New Teftament (as I
ave formerly demonttrated) upon
yeater reafon far then any other
ritingsin the worlds and confe-
wently, that we muft receivethe
ooks of the Old Teftamentupon
i fame Authority.

Wehavealready difcovered fome
f thofe many reafons ,whereupon
feareto. reccive the Books of the
ld Teftament and the New, under
e credit & authority of the Word
fGod. Befides thofe wherupd I have
filted ther are many moresfome of
fem taken from the qu
fiters, fome from the
e writings , the former fk




Part]lL
that thofe men, from
]‘xoctc\lux werenot fit perfonsto
devife fuch things , they being
ifnot moft of them , fimple and un=
Jearned mens the fefting
ﬂm m h rhmvnu not,of their na:
vifed, becaufe
they uun(l nd wit and inventi-
on nfmans the Majefty & fimplicity
of the he concord and harm
ny, the end and fcope , the power
he antiquity, befides
of the Spirit in the

The truth and

e n(:mrh no waj

ts or reafons, nd all of thefe
donin ['!mc or orhcx o

!mifh wimt Te

hat the firft

propounc wasto fhew)

That as there are many and impor]

tant reafons , moving wife mento}

receive them ; fo there neither arg)
a

Part XIT  Authority of Scripture 151

f jorcan be any fufficient ;\r;'umentS

ndeed, that many b
& Jatter tim i

{ h 3 J,nrm 11 parts of the
bly Canon,and it is not to be hoped
k expected,ch t\nw fhould ever be
ﬂcmﬂvucﬂ 1 by all the world:
mulft be heref; c, and among(t
fiereft there alwaies have been, &

e there ever will be Antiferiptur

5 the greateflt part of the world
fveeverlived according to fence &
ppetites& to prove that de fafoitis
nyed, is not to manifelt that there

o noreafon why it is fo3 yet fecing

there
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152 The Truthand ~ Part Il
there are of thofe difputing and theo-
reticall hereticks , aswell as pradis
call, to conceal or diffemble the ars
guments e alleadgedagaint
the trath, dbeto betray the
caufe that w wdertaken, and|
me Jealoufie,that

e un mmc able.
mnm havel

reafon of & X\ epugs

Smin 38
(),Duw x/)
A’r intrinfe 0y
(from the vmtm of them. )
Thofe who refafe the whole Scrips
tures,they are fome of them Athei
others profefle themfelves Chrifth
ans, and yet doe deny the author

Part 1L Authority of Scripture. 153
of the written word, pretending to
private and fecret illuminations , as
the laft rule of their aftids:the defign
ofmy difcourfe being againft the
former, T fhall only intimate the
frenzy of the latter. They pretend,
that that, which we call the written
word,is not the word of God:becaufe
; 1 The Word of God is God hi

fe.

2. Chrift is the Word of God.

3. The letter kils.

> The Word of Godis
i

Thcﬂ are the argaments, whi
by fome Enthufiafts are ufed
the written [ 2
to them, we may only obferve, how
by arguing aga !'HH lhc J.nl"ﬂ'

_mnrmm

, and proceeding no furcher,
her by rm((m or revelation,to the
difcove f their antec ts, but
barely muug in the recitall of thofe
words
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ich are there written, they
olveall the power.and force
x'h’xc'r argumemt into the anthori-
ty of thofe very writings which they
would impugne, and confequently
they doe at once deny and grant the 4
authority of’ rh( Ser'pture;  whic
10 defe a

quently incre-
to be be-

Tel tament
of th
fucha fpiritand life, as the argu-~
ment doth imply, and that thereis
a divine and myfticall meaning of
that lcn(r of theword , they either
faith unto that word, or
elfe th:y lum not done very Chm)i?-
T

wilc un
fon of (Ixe various reading
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156 The Truthand  Part1IL
the authority of the Scripture as im-
poflible and incre they are
the miracles performed by 2/0/es and
the Prophets. by Chrift and his A-
f but if we ﬂnh attentively
swe ‘\H ('mdg > that

dxmon nor any m(u ute mpof
-:the utmolt
uftly cmhhuhd from
m, isthat they tranfcend the or-
dinary courfe of lifpenfation of
“.rc,\\'?vuh orders the
world, and adminifters the laws of
the government thereof, But, upon
ing or reading of extraordi-
nary events, mcfcntly,\r]mugh they
havebeen fuff‘rlcml) attefted Jto dis

helieve them, upon conceit of reafon

tothe contrary , difcovers palpably
thewant of the exercife of that rea-
fon, whereto they fo much pretend:
for aman to deny fuch matters of
fact,ashe isnot able to comprehend
the reafon of, muft either (Lprofc
the party toknow the caufesof all
appearences

Part NI Authority of Scriptures 137
appearancesin nature ,or conclude
him guilty ofchxldxfh,md ridiculous
incredulity. We have before demon~
ftrated the Omnifcience, and the
Omnipotence of the Divinity 5 and
that being , (ashath been a&mL
ly proved) cleerly and evidently de+

monftrable,for the contemptible wit
and reafoning of man fo preferibeli-
mits,and bounds to that power and
knowledge, is no lefle, then to own
the acknowledgment ofa contra-
dition, by profefling that to beli-
mited and finite , which the naturall
principles of our \mdLrﬂAmun“( will
forceus to acknowledge of nmmty
tobe itnmenfe and infinite.

Tt cannot be thought a thing imn-
poffible, that God fhould cither raif:
the dead, or command the Sunnc
frand (¥l i in (nbm by him th;
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Thetruthand  Partili
they are poflible with God:and
tquently we having before cone
1ded the vanity and madnefle of!
Atheifm , fhall need to fay no more,
lous weakneffe of

the impoffi-

red tobe requi
fet contradict

according
tion , or aps
prehenfions

PartIIl.  Authority of Scripture 159
prchenfion: and the fame hath been
lately performed by anaffeh ben
Ifracl,in his Conciliator for the Old
Teftament. Tt hath likewife, for the
New , been long fince performed by
many of the fathers, and oflate by
diverfe of all profeffions, Papifts,
Proteftants,and their feverall fubdi-
vifions. The matters of Dotrine are
efily reconciled by diftinguithing
thenotions of feverall terms 3 fo for

example, as faith is faid by Paslto

jultifie, and works by Ferses, by
tinguithing of Jufkification s and the
matters of Hiftory are reconciled by
attending to times, and places , per-
fons, and forms of fpeech. Th

the differences f

bout the Genealogics of

delivered by Saint 241

Luke. Thetrathis,there could n
verany confiderable differe

ther in matter of dotrine ¢ ry.
beurged againft the Scriptures 3 yer
iffome flight and inconfiderable dir-
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260 The Truth and Part 1l
cumftances fhould feem tous {o to
differ , that we could not reconcil|
them , itought rather ro confirme
our belief, thenany way to fhake it
feeing it is the cuftome of thofe whol
defign to impofe upon mens belicf,
o to contrive all cricumftances, aj
they may be fure tohave no diffe-
rence difcovered,
Such is, in trath, - the agreement
and harmony of all thefe authors|
{o diftant in time; in place, in infti-
zution, as is not to be found in any
other authours in the world, thougl
of the fame feft, either in Philofod
phy, Law, or Phyfick, or any othef
facultyznor yet in any one man witl
himfelf; as might be manifelted
cither this time or place required it}
And fo inftead of an objection W
fhake us,we have found an argument
to confirm us-
3. The thiid Argurr ent or objecth
on againft the whole Books of Scrif
ture is taken from the Kerz.and ¢h

Part 1IT. Authorityof Seripture 161
tib of the ©ld Teftament 5 and from
the various readings of the . New;
from :thofe they conclude them:to
be doubtfull, from thefe corrupted.
Now the former of thefe is anfwe-
red by the Jewith RR. Ifaac Iacobof
old, Elias Lewita of latter times,who
do deny the confequence of that ar-
gument, and ;make it manifeft, that
thofe were added for fignification of
fome myftery, and not becaufe the
(Text.was doubtfull: and for proof of
their aflertion, they prove, that the
Books of Haggai,Zackary, Malacky,
Danie/, and Ezra , had thofe margi-
hall notes added to them, by their au
fhours,whoall were members of the
inagoga magna,and made the, con-
fgnation of the Jewifh Canon: thefe
ould not be doubtfull of the fence
their own writingss and confe-
uently. from thofe marginall notes,
e doubtfulnefie of the Old Tefta-
ent can no way juftly be cocluded.
As touchnig the  various readings
M of




163 Thetrath and
of fome places of the
ment, W¢ cannot

through the
¢here arefound in the moft
copes of thofe
ces of letters,or
wordss but thiswe deny 5
are fufficient from whence to con
clude the book:
for upon the fame reafonit willb
concluded,that no Book in the worl
is to be credite:

fome few fyllables,o

{lips and failings of tranferibers. Ngj
the confideration of thofe vario
readings, are very ftrong argumett
that the {ubftance of the writingsaf
incorrupted, and that they were n
wver changed upon defign, {ecing th
differences that are do no way i
ferre any difference, cither it
Doétrine or Hiftory of the Telt
ment: it was of the favour and me
cy of God to preferve to his Chur
thofe various readings, that by cogf

patl

PartIly
deny but thal paring them together, and likewife
failings of fome Seribey
ancient
books fome differen’
that thofy

s not to be credited;

d, unlefle they canbd
manifefted to be exempted from e

Bt the firlt of thefe can no wa

Part YT Authority of Scriptare 163

with the reft of the holy Scriptures,
hot(!{xv the tfn;]e fence and the true
reading of them might ce be
manifefted. g

SECT Xk
objections againft particul.

briefly propofecand a

by fome men,

pertinacionfly refufed ¢

done it rather out of the inte

heir paflions and corrupt affe

then out of Judgment. Brie
Beclefiaftés hath bee

0

Placing felicity i

prov
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provedsnay, the contrary. appears Mlexanderthe great, in his advance
by the whole tenour of it well confi- |towards Zerufalem;150. years before
dereds (it being a fpecimen of the Antiochws. Tofeph:

greateft& moft vigorous wifedome
of any of the Sons of men) and the

New Teftament
Hebrews was rejected by the Latine

fatter is evidently confuted by the Church,becaufe the Authour wasun~
conclufion,Fear Godygcc. for God fhall{known & becanfe of fome paffages

bring, &c

The Canticles have been taken fora |vatian herefie -
Love-fong, compiled ina comple:

ment to Pharaohs
had been but a flender complement

efpecially {ceming tofavour the No-
anfwer.
1. Itis not the name of an author

daughter butit|which gives credit to his Writings,

it| but that character of his perfé which

to tell her , that her eyes were likelisdrawn from his abilities and inte-
fith-pools,and her nofe like the tow-| grity. Now thefe were never doubts
erof Lebanon that looketh towardfed of in-that Authour.

Damafcws.

2. Thofe paflages are very well to

TheProphecy of Daniel hath been be underftood otherwife, thenin fa-

P

charged by Porphyrius, to have beenj vour of the Novatians.
2 Hiltory written after the things| 3.1t wasever received in the Greek
were done,written in the time of 7| Church,and recited amongft the Ca-
tiochus,and impofed upon the world| nonicall Books by the Councels of
under the credit of the name of Di-| Nice, Laodicea, and Carthage -

I

viour, it appears out of Hiftory,
that that Prophecy was fhewed t
Alexar

but, befide the teftimony of o

4.1f we areto believe the Weltern
Church had grounds to doubt of the
credit of it , at fuchtime as it did
notadmit it, we may as well be-
liev+

ibrary, Hobbes I, 40696301



166 Thetruthand  Part I
lieve, that that Churchhad reafons
which fatisfied them of the authori-
ty of it, at fuch ime as they did re-

iftles of Saint Zames, 2 of
fecond and third of $¢
e, Revelations , have all of
them been  doubted of , for fome
time, by fome parties, whether
or nothey were indeed written
by thofe anthours, under whofe
names they are now received : but
though they were fome time doub-
ted by fome, they were alwaies
reccived by otherss and thofe
Churches which did refufe them , fo
long as they were unfatisfied , arc
tobe fuppofed to have been fatisfi-
ed,when they did receive thems and
fo we ought to give as grea, if not
greater credit to them , then to fuch
others ashad not been queftioned;
inafmuch asthat which hath been
deliberated, and debated, and then
decided, is to be credited, as well a8
hat

PartTIL.  Anthority of Scripture 167
that which filently hath paffed on
unqueftioned,

And now Thave with brevity (as
I fuppofe) congruous to fuch an E~
fay,as Lintended, made evident the
laft affertion which I undertook,
That to disbelieve either the whole
body of Scripture, orany part of i,
there is no reafonsor not any fuffici-
ent reafon.

05 N,
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