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%, P13
al Philofopher,
L. P2

y not founde

he Criterion s or

n Argument,
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ed, exas

of Lord Bo
v bis Lgtters on the

SECOND VOLUME,
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timents concerning the immurtality
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3 ; FEREF A iii

I t the Deiflical Writers, phat Chriftianity have no Behaved as became

| herto among us, and to compare ddvi aéted, as if they
h the a ich have been made to them, will ¥ thought they

nearer view they are far from being otwithitanding:

ve been apt to apprehe
¢ have leifure or patience
al writings

ticalar enquiry into the feve

¢ wred in this controverfy 5 forr

c I ho wifh we the intereft o

1 books tha been publifhed
: s f ve a century paft, togeth
them, From
bled to form fon
eral turns this controverfy hath

of revealed

el S n which hindered me fc

e formed, all directed

iv A

afide revelation, and to S
on, or, W feems to ¢ bk
f

books I fhould have eccafion to mentior
to take notice of fome of my
t it is for an author

nit;
ned to his d
, if he fhould m

e

mention them, this m
falfe 3

ted ‘mod

ifeft, chat the enemi
Chyiftianity i
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iv PIRME E A C

e been a particular pleafi

re to me to have
ther hand; but as

this hath not been done, [h..w
tempt ic myfelf, than that a work,
bue think might be of real fer
be expedted, that

of all the writers that h
t revealed religion for this ce
could be exccuted, would take

tinét notice fhould be
ed among us

pear
y

This,

com

o e principal,

¢ made the

, but to give f
writings, one we have proper
The me thod pr upnu, mvu for the
‘YS[\\ The fi writers

which they app:

fued

of rwritings, uw‘ of
velation is concerned. And great care ha
to make a_fair reprefentation
the beft judgment I could for:
obfervations are added, which
reader into a juft notion of thofe writings, and to de-
& and obviate the ill tendency of the

of

alfo an account fubjoined of

anfwers that

publifhed;, not all of them, but of th
have come under the

probably fome have been

ight well deferve to be particularly

And
ted, v' ich m:

his may fuffice to give a general idea of the f
s work ; at the end of which there are fome
1 naturally to arife
Obfervatic

n the ma

ions fubjoined, which fec
upon fuch a
made on the condt

«»\',~‘\IV re

are
nent
of

PREFACE v
of the argument. And the whole concludes with a
Lrief reprefentationof the Evidences for the Chriftian
religion, and its excellent nature and tendency.

‘What has been now laid before the reader is taken
from the Preface to the firft edition : and it gives a
Juft unt of the original nature and defign of this
work, which was at firlt intended only to make up one
volume. - But not long after the publication of i, [
was put in mind of a confiderable omiffion I had been
guilty of in making no mention of Mr. Hume, who
was looked upon to be one of the moft fubtle writers
that had of late appeared againft Chriftianity. About
the fame time was publifhed a pompous edition of the
works of 1[\» late Lord Vifcount Bo
volumes 4to, the three laft of
principally intended againft revealed, and
fome ‘important principles of what is u
natural
and friendf}
that to co 1]’4(\ which was propofed in
publithing the Vicw of the Deiflical Wit
ceflary to ta

s

, it was ne
ke a diftinét notice of the writings of Mr.
and that in that cafe it
might be of ufe to make more large and particular
obfervations upon them, than could properly be done,
where a number of writers came under confideration,
This produced a fecond volume, which though it |
the fame title with the former, viz. 4 View of tbe De
iftical Writers, yet differed from it in this, that it did
not contain ftrictures and obfervations upon a variety
of authors, but a large and parcicu
the only two there examined,
late Lord B

ar confideration of
Mr. Ha and the
pecially the latcer. And dhis

ering his Lordfhip’s high
WERkiar8s:s.writens and - that thres s foares any of
the objections againft Chrittianity, which he hath not

repeated and urged in one part or other of his works;
5 and
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P REBLF & C'E

d that ‘with a peculiar confideice, and with all the
ftrengch of reafon and vivacity of imagination he was
malter of.  And as I then thought I had finiflied the
defign, that volume endedl with an Addrefs 10 Deifls
] iftians, which appeared to me to be
roper conélifion of the whole
But after the fecond volume was publifhed; fofreé
tters were fent me relating both to that and the for-
mer volunie, which put me upon reconfiderir
things in them, and making farther additions and illu-

fhrations, which I thought might be of advantage to
the main defign. Thefe were thrown into a Suppl-
ment which made up a third volume, and was publith-
ed feparately for the ufe of thofe who had purchafed
the two former.

I am now called uponte publifh a new edition of
the whole in a_fmaller letter, \-.mh reduces the work
10 two vol s. The chief dif between this
and the former Edition in tbrez volumes is this : that
the Supplement, which before e a diftin€t vo-
lume, is now taken into the body of the work : the
feveral additions and illuftrations are inferted in the
places to which they re \}x:"m'v\v belong : and all
ated athor is laid together in a con-

to one

feries. To fender that part of the work which
to Lord Bolingbroke more complete, there are
d to it The Reflettions an the late Lord Bo-
by and 47 of iy Whieh

in the Supplement, with confiderable
d improvements, though without the poli-
The General reflections on the Deiftical Writ-
ers, together with the Summary of the Exidences fo
ty, were originally placed at the md of the
c, then inended to be the only one. But
sle is publifhed together in fwo vo-
s e Lo naturally
fe rme- of this £ e

¢ fo much larger than
, which I am afrai 7
.;.(\( difgu!
favourabl
he extent of the defign, and the
here treated of. 1 hel
re few objections which |
5 d in this umncvcriy, but what are t:
of in the fc i

will prove a
irage fome
allowances will be

1if

readers

ated, or

anfivers are
1

vidence fol

that it m,

efts of relic

far as my ability reaches, I
reatelt happinefs of my life,
matter of t pi

earncft prayers to Gop, th

ho value themfely s upon the honourabl name and

privileges of Chriftians, may
; iftians, may join in united effoses o

privleges ; nited efforts to

lorious a caufe,  in which the pr
ud advancement of er

religion

nd virtue, the
and good order of focicty, and the prefent an
I 1H)m fof fudividodle s

fo nearly con
ing farther to add,

mer editions, the whole is conduéted
1 €0 my moft
iend, the mmp.h Dr.
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Jutt publihed,
For the Ufe of Schools an id Luml.xs,
Inferibed to, and recommended by, the Mot i the Arch
bifhops, and Rig l(ummm Bifhops, Governors, and Men
bers of the Two Soc ur Prepagating the Gojpelin For
l’w.—\nu Pr jan Knowlege at Home 5
L By the va( 1{w~mnl Father in GOD,
TH 1) MA S, late Lord Bifhop of Sodor ar nd Man,

i, Knowseoos and Pracrick of Cixistiax

cafy to the me or,
ox fo
i Chrifiian
n they profef

Works do deny him. 2
logues ers and Medica . The
E i y e 5 and correfed throughout,
"8 is Edition is added, the truc Method of keeping. the Lord’s

| Day holy ; with proper Meditations, &
’ Tt has been lately tranflated by a good Hand

printed at Genewa, for the Ufe of Prote g
, (mm and |NumeN rmr:

3a foreign Parts,as well as in thefe Kin
are now in the Hands of Benjamin Dod, and will be d

reafonable Rates

r A fhort and plain Inftruction for the b
the ppER ; with the neceffary Prep
the Bencfit of young Commus od of all {
i :

Eleventh Edition corrected
L 5" Thefe Books are printed for,
Lan
E
'

DersTicar Writers, &%

TERS to a FRIzNp,
LETTER K
it of thofe that firft took

rd Herbert of Cherbuir

¢ L35 atiempr 1a Jorin Deifin i
and upon 1}

ion to m/,.‘/ It is

on bis_fchem

nd
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e ‘ml‘.
gion of thofe with

they were defirou:

b
of them, as he ot

s whos

ou 10

they W

L
firfk
notice, is th

n tra
His lordfh
Deifm into a

© Sce €
+ Dekelg. G

Iwriters that by

meddje with thofe of a forcign
> back to the former part of the laft iry

1 il mestion,-and who elerves’s particular
arned nobleman, Lord Edward Herbert, Baron

uflation of it was publifhed at London in 1
Syftem

t there are rew

as the Creation, p. 352, 333. ed. 8vo,
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“

T A View of the DeisTicaL Writer Let. 1,

as he fome

God on the mij

biolutely neceffary, th
b

g bui

man more Virtuous, or
limitation, “ provided
< full latitude®.” Th

Let:r.  Lord Hersert of Cherbury. 5

t notwit
nfinu

d a ¥
> the whol

which
for recon
beft way to

ns to virtue
thana b t 4 ;
b d ough nothing

erative principle, which purifieth t

£ good nd th ecef

hnceib Cl
himfelf, who though

d are chofen
And in his book

% De Relig.
Chrift. as old

o Toy
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carried very far, to open a wide door to
nd would foon intrc 1 #
t

1 would obfe

Lordfhip here h ufe p
s Lordfhip

ently urged to fhew the neceflity the

One is this, he hath carried: his account of n

the Deifts have

lory in this charater would
ble T hearty receptio ofe articles,
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3 AVie Let. 1 4 HerszrT of Cherbury. 9
| accounted a reafor fe If to prove, with a great fhew of
deniet 3 yet Tam afraid, if all 7 h

o be looked upon as neceffary, many that call

[ G tural b i
| holic religion mines his book will
/ a nd, t more than this ; that th
danity arife fr important truths preferved among the
and inforcin Knowled them ever abf
when the g o h will be eafily allowed
ihe fufMciens ted from that the people, or even all thofe tk
| I revelatio ling to ha their reli- i Y knowledge and affurance of thofe prin-
| gion includeth ief of thofe importa Th their juft extent. The teftimonies
i e to his I tem, and ans prove fuch an univerfal

cemeth principally to rely upon s the
and evidence of the prciples th u\/u\u which he
, that no ration! man can be ignorant of

es fhould be well explai
eral and indefini

cond'et the
a t this God is m\u WOl

greateft im

atia virtus non ef, f
bis mifer feu impoten:
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Let.s.  Lord HerbErT of Cherbury. ax
going to the Temple to pray, proves o him that he knew ot
how to perform tl aright, and that sherefore it was not

t a or him to do it; but that h ait for a divine
in the third chapter of his book dz Relig. Gent 5 Inftructor to teach him how to behave both towards the gods
ames of the Deity which were in ufe among the d men; and that i that God fhould featter the
/ o fht e raunesan s v o darknefs which cosered his foul, that he might be putin 2 con-
dition ood and evil. To thy
ch hag. cap. 28. fpeakis
worfhip faith, * It is manifeft

Pleafing toGod, but what they are itis not eafy to
Know, exc 1 were taught them by God himfelf, or
<« by fome perfon.that had received them from God, or obtsined
ge of them by fom
article mentioned by his Lordfhip as univerfally

. dhat pecyand virtue i the princi I part of God's

divine me

l«t not to ur n
univertal agreement in this :
& s to it and

Virtue. And it can fearce be reafonably depied, that & reve-

Jation from God pointing out our way to us, and containing a
clear figaification of the divine will, with regard to the particu-
required of us, would be of great ufe. md

haviag mentioned. fome vitues which

piety, efpecially thofe things
1 temper to

and ceremonies of religion * 3 ich is in other
, that the joining in fup
¢ fuch the eftabliflied publ

ards the gods,  obfervation of ¢

e c worfhip W

e pey and v,

le, that men mult repent of their fins,
ad that if they do mwv will

As to the fourth arti

fome fins and vices of
t only practifed and ple ded fo L, fom
, but permitt c n

e they «‘t'lr(d wh

His Auul:‘.\m hi

De Relig. Gentl. p. 25, 310
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12 A View of the DetsT1ICAL B HerszrT of Cherbury.
e i d that they did not loc n er v e
ent for all erimes, but for thofe of a above the vul,
) f G 1 to ex 1 inforce
| obtained, acit to the world, and a remarkable proof and effeét of his

rticle about future rewards and

punifhments, which e reprefenteth to be, as it really is, of vaft

i though he fometimes ex : £ as if the !

Heathens were generally agreed, that g 1 would be :
eternal life; at other times he intin

in this, that there would be
future flate ; and fometime
would be rewards for g
r in this life or a

it = talking and reafoning this, that might pafs
he himfelf frequently owns in his book dz Veritate, t} rior tribe of deiftical writers, but which is abfo-
- Kind of rewards fhall be conforred, or punithmen f his 1 's fenfe and lear e
cannot be certainly known from the light of ered from it, that max
But we ne infift farther on thefe thi y per that it wat
in , that the knowledge
the One fupreme God was lame and imperfedt
\ butes to the (loth or cunning of the Priclt
| inflru@ the people, or inftruéted them wro
thence it came to pafs, th: he rays of th
B intercepted, a wonderful darknefs coerfpre
wulgar, “ Unde etiam faétum, ut radiis di
obferves, that by what was added by the Pricfts, | |
Philofophers, the whole fabrick of truth was
ing to t |
Gentil,
fh g into | limitation of the divine L
\ fuperftition : ¥ God cans ake € o s ¢
e : ticalar perfons, in fuch a manner that t
G < immediately communicated, may be certain came
* De Rel;

¥ De R
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A View of the De1sticaL Writers, Let. 2.

from God 5 or d fion and enable fuch per-
fons to communicate to c what they have received from
him, or mm:nm.;h them with fuch credentials of their divin
be fufficient to convince the world that they
cafonable for others to receive

s and laws which fuch perfons deliver in his name,
od evidence,

to the Chrifti

oved, with great fire

tually boen the cafe with reg

otber reflf
em. B

lide re fpite, and D bl teveesPSckoe et e

of another lette

Do o oL S &«s‘

| o i 8 R IR

Farther Obfervati
Philofophers no i
darknefs m

on Lord Herbert’s Sch
dlified to recover Mankind from th

n into which they were fallen
The uf of the Chriftian Revelation to that pur-
pofe. Its m /vw g been univerfally promulgated in all
nations and ages, 70 juft prejudice againft it. Otber
objections of Lord Herbert confid Writers that
ave appeared againft bim.

SIR

\ my former leteran sccount was
fche emL

and of the ile \\ux.d Al mallv \».A) 0! \..
reprefentation of the cafe, an exprefs revelatic
confirmed

from God,
by his divine authority, for clearing and inforcing
thofe articles which his Lordthip fuppofeth to
‘would be of great ufe. 1 now
Revelati

n hath been of fign:

men a clearer knowled
s

d fpeaks with admiration of the ancient

able of inftructing men in a proper m

have attended to 3. Bu

m from
and particn
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of the Drsstica

his being the true ftate of the
r method could be taken, th
$ d from their fupe

concerning the nature of

certainty of it

important dutie
And

ccordingly, when Chrift
tieftations of d revelation from

clearer light, and men come to a greater certinty

That they are fo far preferved among the Mahorer
original E

ly owing to the light of the
ditis v i

 Deifts who have an s thelé prieiiples whes
taken in their juft extent, fhould b tC , yet
Lord Herbert, who afl
quence, ought, one fhc thank
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wo former 1 hav
taken
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a jingle upon th

and that ¢

ey Were written by pe
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nology

there ! > 1
This rty of hu ) h
ftat of the b , and inftead of that

this, that the 5 I men to be narurally in a fate of
belief grou war with ¢ her ¢ That i
“ faperr ‘ the {
/ “ that kniew c of

s extrdordinary

room for confcience

wiiter, itim ifs to his maxims. e d indeed leaveth no
He afferts, that by the law of ath a right to notwithftanding the ill tendency of man
ll things, ‘and over 2R perfons, I condition ples, et th bl
of man i e of war, awar of all men joi his d
there is 110 veay fo reafonable for any o very odd
by force and wiles to mafter all ¢ ve. them At run

he car, fo long 1

fées no othie

: him il Leviathan met with among many of our gen
3 oll e End woa, T fold abfurdities and inconfiftencies of his fcheme, @
dently to ! T nf ligion, 1
tha I b | exp
onfiituting what is n: are « of
S wicalied By wha wught openly to efpou
AL EOvERE, et it cannot be denied, that there are not a
- “Thak- the: power OF the fevercim is 11 writings borrowed from and that fome of
£ F:0 ot e E By 4hy cobph EEs W ith Hik ke n rather to follow him than Lord £ i
the fovercign can do to the fubjeét can properly be called inju- his principles; and particularly in afferting
rious or W hat the king's word is {ufficient to take & e d morulicy of dhe oty and |
any thing £ y fubjedt, ere be need, and the King is e
of that need " . & Mr. Hobbes met w < |
whom we may partic :
bithop of Salijbur ¢ ved |
with great acuten s fcheme. which
his fyfiem in 2 picce ¢ ¢ of the L
1 p. 74 §18 aap.x. § 13 : b aigo d
< § 1. Leviath, p. 2 720 aLeévs an; or reconcile himfl I
3 e D2 gave
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Mr. Brouxt’s Wi

£ fr

 part f
band in the Oracles
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ard to truth. To which
lofophy, and the wonders
id the reigning

t mer of thefe, Mr. Blount

y mclf to
e worlhipped b

intended
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A View of the De1sticaL Writers.  Let, 4.

p more room than the prefent defign will

his trak s prefixed a letter from Mr 3
denbam, i his remark v
< undou 1 ou > the other world the common
¢ road is the fafe h Deifim is 2 good manuring of
‘ c inly if fowed with Chriftianity,

" Here he feems

to Deifm alon

t it is our dut

d praife of

im,

punifhments
t life, which includes
provi
the rules of our duty, we
don . ~ Here
I that he accounted
ed may be rega
d with other x|

n exprefs
1 in the prefent flate of
ht, and give them addi-
ald be far from agreeing

S7. 91 € Ibid, p. 197 4 Ibid.

Let. 4 Mr. Broust’s Writings. Lz
it. In another part-of thefe pretended Oracles, in a letter from
Gildn to Mr. Blamt, the opinic S

wo different eter
is reprefented as not

offthe above-mentioned feve declared,

Hin has bee tefted,

2 fome of the ancient philofophe nd modern
unt himfelf in hi n the life of

aving obferved that

I, infi , in_thei

With ¢
ke ri
is moral virtue this is
great likelihood, that if they we
would agree wh
inc rules o
moral virtu u

of fuch confequence a

modern Deift

£ Notes on Philoftratus, p. 38,
Ibid. p. 154 187

rsity Library, Hobbes |, 40696172



denied t

eral th

ed againit th

is writer M
1 for feveral pages toge-

ont making the

is bool

be m:

wcanus, about the eter

‘ : of the
h are tranfla produced with great pomp, by

expoled in th

on by Mr
699, in 1

Let. 4+ fr. ToraND's 77
a Theift was alfo particularly
thor in oppofition

bath not left any ma
[

t! of A , and who had r
a pompous clogium, was after
convinced of his error; of which he gave a

good book, which he publifhed fome
5, intitled T#e Dejff's Mo i
teft part of this book is taken up in vindi=
nd attributes of God, his

overnment of the world, the immortality of
a future flate,  And his reafon for i as he
himfelf intimates, becanfe many of the D
uaint e hoft
d n. And their not ac
tent formed fome of their

judices againft the Chriftian revelation.

ve fome account,

Chriftian,

e ve the
minds with rega
s which 1t

n appearar

writing

er 3

ctt
publif

ft thing
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, Mr. Synge, afterwards Archbifhop of
n, afterwards Bithop of Corke, In 1709,

am_purum
e title of Or,

In this dif 1 he feems 0 prefer the accou
author concerning M d the Fewifp
we

fuperfi

1712

bath taken to invalidate the authority of the- facred canon of
the New Teftament, and to render it smcer d precarious.
This feems to have been the de bo

which be publithed

tended facred books, which

h. Thefe

£ the Chriftian churc
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TR~ o

View of the DetsticaL Writer Let. 2 |

26

he cites
culous miftakes
having been wri

has been guilty of great blunders, and ridi-
That feveral of the writings he produces, a5
in the apoftolic age, were forged fo late
as the third or fourth century s That by far the greateft part
b he hath given 2 pompous @ cat

ut upon the world as moft ancienc
t whom he

oy , or even
and impious forgeries: That as to 'thofe few of them which
axe not cxprelly rejeéted and condemned by the writers who
t doth not appear by any one teflimony,
senerally received, and acknowleged in the

equilled with the books of the facred
who have been thought to
em with approbation, yet exprefly de

he Chriftian

e authority: That thoug] of the falfe

gofpels, that they mig i eople, were

compiled out of the genuine golpd), with fuch additions, omif-

d interpolations, beft anfiver the defign of
rs; this t

the three h"
books of the
y of the apocry
"To fet this wh
given u
the New T
thofee books, wit
re now extant, and a 2 pi 'mm ¢ proof
t And he hath duh.m«\ pro-
imony relatin

i viiter or writers of the frft fou

one of them were

ever ad

duced and

at a
rejected h, the primit
admit

¢ o
p sl cerciiey of thees anglical records, which
s lived nea b

hri
and other r\uu‘ books of the
v, - THs e bach esccuted with fo my
and \\«ﬂ‘ fach e

and continued a
ived in the earlieft a
that one would hope it fhould put
comroverty.
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eprefl iny and pended u = a

What ke faith concerning ridicule, as the teft and crite- g 1 1 .

1t is fbewn, that a turn fo
for

HoFT
8 of trut

k‘ rs ok U o ; it
el g i kone um:
Paf ¢ B

his writings, in
ts of Chriftia |

of

 already
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d perfon
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of SHAFTESBURY.

I, and againit that
1 profefled
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Let. 6

eprefents the
)

nevolent both pu d o take us of
from the duties and offices of ¢ ife. At t
it could not be faid that the Gof i
nd inflead of pro
e, it would rather derogate 1
its proper dign excel
fhew, as 1 enc ) do
Shaf ngs,
tation of the nature and tend
futare rewards and punifhn

bencvolence, exerting itfelf

enevolence whic
] be exercifed in

0 a nobler focicty. And can the

diminith our benevolence, or muft
wproveit 2 When a man hath a firm
s i

perfu at the Supreme Being will rew

fe with everlaft

inflead of we 2 his inward affection to virt

5 is worth and excele “],(..m in the na:
reatly con of 3 There is there-

atire confiftency be th virtue for its owa

d out of the Cha-

ere repeat

Earl of SuarTE

69

fake, 7. ¢. as his Lordfhip explains aufe it is amiable in
itfelf , and the being animated to the purfuic and pratice of it
s as the Gofpel propofeth. For it never appeareth
ad lovely, than when it is confidered s reroms

nd Excellence, and a:
ftate, whe
and pe

our fenfe of its turpitud

only at prefent injurious ¢, butas
n oppofition to the will and law of the .“.mm nd righteous
Governor of the world, who will in a future fta
tions inflict awful punifhments upon thofe who n tely

perfift in 2 prefumptuous courfe of vice and wickedne
author himfelf, when be propofeth to thew what
s t0 virtue, or what 1 wibrace it, which
f the fc book of his Znquiry, refolvedh it into

fadvantage of dvery creature. And

J whally goad and virtuou

the entire defign of that book,

obferving, that virtue i

Hobbes | 40696172
ity Library, Hobbes I, 40696172
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o hty i
mighty in-

r the cenfur
who infift
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1 of

of the DExsTcar Writers.

SHAFTESBURY. 73

cipally con n.a conformity to God, and in the fruig « fidered as mere Atheifts, et been obferved (o pradife
him 5 and the being poverflly Mw‘..}tu‘ with the ¢ the rules of morality, and aft cal fiach good
hope of it is w etly conf W b eft « meaning and affection towards mankind, as might L<m to
ity, on the account of « force an acknowlegement of their being virtuol His

pon confidering Lordmip thei % ‘What horefty or

 out of Lord

virtu at manner it is in

is, confidered b and in w

ligion necelfarily implies
impoffible
virtuous, or fhare any real degree of

e Inguiry, in which he prope
is, he feems to make it propely confif

maakind, or in & man

« fition of mind and temper fuitable a
, upon the « of his kind, or of the {yftem in which he
ich-he conflituteth a part

mﬁmg to the good |

gt

i y man
7 wonder at this, who confidereth i defign and tendency of
any other paffages That he hath taken oc-

e
on to ridicule the fpir o bulefque fere-

obligation to virtue,

A s the fubjec of the fecond
” fepended uf its tendency to pro-
n upon the charaéter and in-
tentior r holy religion : That he
hath Sofpel as having no other &
]
- ¢ r drollery, , takes occafion to com-
A religion, and plainly gives |
nd feems fometimes 10 fpenlc ten- |
{ g can poffibly, ina 1
| or render it
the natu 1 |
A y ace generally prefumed in-
the practice of the world ) enfe of it mhe n.ppo{u]
o Ctions As 10 the firlk cafe, the taking |
fenfe of right and wrong, he will not allow |
e are def |
« fidered we are deficient in what religion ind |
o W, p. 57. & feq
* Tt will readily be acknowledged, that the appearance of religion S et vol Hop.sy = Ihid, p.7. *See |
is often feparated from true virtue: but real praclical religion = S Pegl. 77, 78. 86, 87, ‘\P#*”" * Ibid. p. 40, |
ceffarily .
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the DetsticAL Writers.  Let. 6.,

that Atheifm, or any fpecuinive opinion, perfuaion, or beli

p or dire@ly to exclude or deft

fu toat it BTt up othier ey it IdireeTl by th
ntion of oppofite affections, cafially excited by fach bel 1

o the fecond cat / or falfe imagi.

right and wrong, he fays, That * however Atheifin m:

“indirectly a c: n of s lofing a good an d

on of confitution of ma

form in them a notion ¢

ch is Supreme; that being
might be preparcd for tha
a would teach the

ud form ¢

; which only
mmediately

< fhon

< pri ‘n» of viree i

This muft be owned to be a handfome apology : So that if
e ke his Lordlhips own account of his intention in his
Inguiry, it was not to favour o

i
“ faireft meafures he could with men of this fort,” i
ftical per n of no religion] “ a
ot ofe perfons to the
\ prindi ¢ way mig -
| Taid open to relig enovitg ol aratel A fiot
I « obftacles to it, which arife from the vi affions ¢
“m 1 re\pwnJVv account chicfl

virtue in the worl

it |
g throw |
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I of SHAFTESBURY. 77

nined by nature to

that « the Jarge 6 ¢ dete

throw out fo many infin

tions as he has donc againft the being

influenced by a re ds and punifhments ; as and that therefore the atural
if it argued a e to have no regard to them L Mh_ beft
atall. And ﬂ'uu gh in feveral paffages he thews the advantage “ right to do all tig d d
which arifes fa yieche from religion and the belicf of a Deity, c 3 afe différenc
yer whilfk he low that virtue may fubfift, and even ¥ betwween
be carried to .\unﬁm, ble degree without it, T am afraid it < ¢ ofe that do
will give encouragement to thofe he calls ke men of loofer prin- not fo ; nor wife men and fools.—Th

1. of rechiii « doc reafon, or has not attained f

them from Atheifm, it A
them €ify in it, by leading thein o hiak t
may be good and virtuous m 2 without any religi
His Lordship feems, from a defire of keefing the /A..H/, mea-

f this fort, to have cars

virtue, hath as much the higheft na

“ cording to the fole law
s he th
> live according to M\uu

at

clines him

fiires, as he exprefles it, with men

complaifance too far, when he afferts diredtly afferts, « That the ight of every mai L
il e i termined not by found reafc by inclinstion, orappe:
S tite and That v TR
tural and juft fenfe of right e i 03 bat ma,

falfe [pecies of it. This is not a proper
difkinét confideration of this fubjet. I fhall ¢
produci affages from the moft

modern Atheifin, Shing/a, and who has taken the moft pains to

it intoa fyltem. He propofeth, in the fifteenth chapter of

is this: That every

= nibil aliud intelligo, quam regalas

ur fub ¢ ur,
fi quod nemo cupit, & nemo
nes, non odia, non iram, mnon

ad certo modo exiftendum & ope
determinati fu 2

, nifi {pe majoris
g Polic. cap. x
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finc man | d ¥ g Jordfhip

< nor is obliged to fland to b c t from th Chat « he God may poffibl
# hope of g S ; ‘

1 think i ;

an indireét and cafual, bu

t the natura
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the DrisTicaL Writers.

he unjuft cenfures of a And
apparent, how conducinga perf
k,u.: a deficiency there is in

e by the violence of

ns, the good
ot e
« gion interpof

Kind, no lefs th
X

nable remedy agai
manner advantageous to virtue '
the firft book of the Jnguiry co v

clude
ncerning Virtue va nbu‘\‘ a,
That “ we may lu.vu ducmw‘ vulll e relation whi
c firfk not being complete but in 1
h he, the perfection and height of
e belief of a God

d feparate virtn perly plead Lord
Shaftefbury’s authori 1
a friend 10 virtue,
ies prope
, is it

to place virtue wholly in good af
But this appears to be

nt in U is, nu‘

p-6o, 61.  Ibid

in
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| T r ad made the fame
i Higigzher. ol

e is no word pro-
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View of the De1sTICAL W7
The of l‘yL Gr

publith a fecond book, whic
r to his L\m
id.

mer book he had faid the ¢
ing wh ‘m.u,‘u,n, p
s of the Old Teflament were the oaly proof on hich Chrif-

quity and
brophecies contained
om the learned

e ook of Daniel,

e contained to the Mef

of thofe pr .
by the antient Jews of the Meffiah ; and even for ¢
give no other reafon than that fome of the modern j:
fot fo apply them. He has nothing now to prove
ment is the only Canon of Chriftians, or

» fenfec is the only fenfe of prophe
Saviour and his apoftles. And Wh
urged, thut though moft of the prophecic
Teftament to our Lord Jefus Chrift were Ttgeally folfiled in
him, yet fome particular paffages might be ufed only in a way
of illafiration and accommodation, and not as direct proofs;
he fets himfclf, as his manner is, with  mighty pomp of quo-
- tations, to fhew t of fuppofing that the apoftl
method of citing pmrh\;lu\ s nothing but mo-
A dation of phrales, as if his adv m.\.m “had held that all the
i palTages cited in the New Teftament from the Old were applie
only by way of accommoda i " which not one of them ever
aferted. He puts -on an appearance of anfwering what the
L 7 the general and conftant trad

ws with. m,.J to the

Meffiah ; and he con! b
uced as literally fi

lly f i

etends to k'\n'xwl will find how
been able to fay, that is really to the purpofe, an
he has been from invalidating the proc ol 1..»&

over the moft material things
the Bifhop a

with the book

at had been urged, and,
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f authord

tergy, for abu
| ferve their own pu
{ his Difisurfe of Free
! es- the fame €0
! le

this occafion a
Barityief. D

thei
of the a

ol fenfe of

uth of

t0 a full and 3
and extent of many of
d to: the placing fome difficult

mina
old
paffages in a clearer Jight.

propt

b
0 jut f
Teltament
o a
th Ir
z Old Tef
d h
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' of the DersTicAL Writers.  Let. 8 Let. 8. M. WoorsTON. 103

feged, that in thefe they often exceed
Julged

juft bounds,
vagaries of a pious fancy : but to pretend,

y the evans
ent impofi-
d it is not to be
le of this. Many

muc hinc
um«; that the fats record J
of the moft confid

th qi uua‘b» s

e works of the £

to their own declared fenfe, in the
would have appeared, if he had

an author who was capable

and

. urdity of
the | ol ot of she A s recorded in the gof+
pels, he hath given himfelf an unreftrained Jicence in invective

£ nd the there

rfe buffoonry,

tions on our bleffed L

thej cannot but be extremly o

Difeautfe iv. p. 16.
Hy
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7. WooLsToN,

to the Samaritan

reprefents it

‘ prince ot a prophet,

al oth 2 ¢ be produced, in

nd the moft exten a r nffances, and- altereth the
im from the moft grofs t he may ta

e occal|

on

is made by him in th
Difcourfe, that “ it will be gr anted of

ng p r\\ um to
¢t two or thre

fon indifpu

orted, are en

tong prefampti o the reft of our Say
ned what mi
, or be looked u

ter, who fhun

h the evan-

1 attemp

e cure of the m, r objeéts, that the pe

 Saviour did ot ave told what they had feen and done
would have been rat n

ftoring u ) to his
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106 A Viewof theDsrsticar Writers.  Let. 8.,

s for her funcral. It is enongh
e ftory of raifing the widow’s fon at
perfon of ir
a poor woman, And he has with
Jefus’s accidental m
< bicr, isa plain proof that it
d the young man : To mention fuch
em. But per o
fory of the refurretion of Lazarus,

making the ufnal pre

with him to difere

as not portance,

anes to produce
which he prononne e fuch a contexture of folly and fra:
. t0 antic biftory. And yet m prin-

ngelifk entioned it.  But 1o argun mu-
i

the fact from thei

awn againdt the

it is evident that they never defigned, or pretended to record
which our Saviour wrought ;

, and who chicfly take
15 had omitted, hath
oSN SAmonss the ci2
n to be fufficic

Wealfin looks up

weare told, Fefus we

great humanity, and the goodnefs of hi
per, but our audhor thinks a /i F sty opeli- i
bin better.  Anoth

all who wer

0 be o very fufp
nd very wi

y bout
he bad not been
us by a concert with Jef s
n it happened, contri Bt mv b
tied, and lie in the grave four days, that Jefus might ha

honour of fecming to raife hi

o0 W

nce wh

. And becaufe
kil ew for a while
ftaducel as & proof that the Fews

e himfelf was mvﬁu us ok

miracle, .,v( \H it was too e

w the people after him,

makes in the-perfon'of a Jruifh
ftory c d’s refurreétion,
e fivolous,  He infinuate

—

My WoaLsToN. 107

e Reman gavernor, at the defire of the
the body of J

ed by the di

I than the chief prieft
who it Ged 1o fach
d of excufing, they would have
feverely punifhed. . But what he fecme
« fuppofed covenant between
that the feal with which
faaled fhould ot be

swould have troubl
th Jefus’s difciples, whom
h hid thy

h a covenant could
cd fitteft,  As to that
s, that he ougl
own predié

2 yeal or

three whole

ned anfwerers, hat
e of it

ot {F
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s Lo

A View of the DsrsicaL Wri

ring the cruel and inveterate malice they had fhewn

| U, and the pover of thei e
/ of ‘their fubmitting evidence

1 his miracle:
Lazarus from the
only put them upon 3
being wrought upon by the
ft And if Jefu

d pre

fed to acknowlege

to the power of the de ‘\

h they had

themf ‘m}- wFadintul egge
afcenfion, and had owned him mrmm Meffiah,
bm, ‘of the Fewifb na

t 5 can it be

it e joion stonld: b
may rather-be fuppofed, that thofe e
it would have been reprefented a
: fice and fmpofture; and that the d
% t
and t
than ther
St
| ceptionable
A per

Let. 8.
bis apoftles, or t ly all
T extraordin:

his low and feurrilous

7. WooLsT

109
egorical perfons, and.that
in the world at

ing the buyers
be devils aut
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M. WoorLsTon,

Let. 8.

otten on the account of

od numbers of our

{ L . H olftor’s Jix Dij |

2 § g i and the Unreafonablencfs of votume of his notes and e I
/i appen Z brief remarks fhall mention is Mr. St £ |

/ 2 s fifth d ‘ c bet ! bis i 8
That difcourfe of Mr. L 5
RN pouiby MeSEaws Hrewh coun g

cn wit i fpiit, intitled, cturne
i dicrous Infidel, in fome ren Mr. / =
¢ o

iracles of aur Saviour.

veh writers by fverfarics, in two

e he uhh.hd D, V125, it

in 1730, Thefe are very trifling performances, in which there
of low drollery, but little that has a

of reafon and argument, in anfwer ad

urged againft him. ¢ arce d k ice f

ing tradt

M. Woolfton's /r»/mw

ard 1o his own re-

ation, it highly cc himfelf, if he had {

K Dbeen able todo it, from fo he vy a ¢
But 1 believe you will be of opi dwelt long
on fuch an author, th himfelf boafks of cutting
ork for aur B Jball hld !
3 ¢ his fifth Difcc I
" W

and tation of the a
guments brought ed Rabhi g
truth of our S nd

two Difcour
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age a kappy tin
abufed.  An accow
s old as the Creation.

Hobbes | 40696172
Library, Hobbes I, 40696172



Hobbes | 40696172
Library, Hobbes I, 40696172




1sTICAL Writer Dr. TINDAL

. on fuch d n.M‘uvk‘w»

people are wholl
ufe as a rule to ¢
are only fit o perplex and mifinform ¢

snworthy 2ppi ficer jums, ¥
 favourers of the fame caule, have fo

Sebe his ced in order to
e 1 o dinary revela
ofition between the parts of this revelation, aordinary revel
Pveen the Old Teftament and the New. And it m The one is,
upon the ¢ o 1

whatfoever he ¢

tares, or the Ch
nft

e al in all

nnin ‘r'\\W\J ta
2 e, nd (il is fo
t be made clearer
a by any external revelation, than it is

mankind, that

ft endeavours to expof

on, not only nee to all men
5 = firft, he a hat becaufe God is unchangeable
2 perfect, therefore the religion
n he would rec y
d rom ning muft have been un
He fometimes fpeaks peif ‘m‘r\\‘.,
[ Deifts were infallibly guided in making v ddition to it, o
But this will not a author’s en
a ove that n s a al e 100 ; and that the ftate of
mult necefurily nd feafons continue pr
ne that it was of the world. For
uld be a ¢ 3
! from pur
2 ee fit for ¢
God

i 8
(E
|
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¥
gy Gty Dr. TINDAL 121 |
ers the great neceffity and ¢ a cenfure upon them, he himfe e be ¢ i
' affift us and certai e much more harihly of the fince
| 1y for the 1 uf pothefis quite de the ple
A e much 1 i rwn from the great darknefs o
be d Jed on, for he pofitively afferteth,
fore which Dr. Tindal urgeth from [
o6 of the = i il o h
ufe for exte o the idc hich he himfelf acknow-
;. R e e v VR e w of nature, to have been defti
e g e e \ e of he maketh to be the only title to
Rk happinefs God:
It may ot be impr rve farther, that th
fpeaks of the Jaw of narure, as if it were a fyftem of prin
and rules fixed and unaltesable, ‘to which nothing could |
¢ be added, which nothil r be altered; &

e
which rules
10 all mank

g as the cir

he is under po is the fole univerfal rule |
er flanding law g r their conduét, and by
3 which cafes whatfoever ; as if
[ it wer , that they
| moft a&t require, ;
without 2 ny one that
knows t t if every |
o 9 " we od and fit
ufe of i d |
| X Abedbeter che for him to o be moft for
b ol Al his own , and to gratify |
H his appe ¢ bimfclf thinketh to
; 5 moft for ppinefs, wit
&l direction or | |
o f oduce a very loofe m il
Tiner be a ftrange way of thinki imag R |
| better for every man to be left thus to forn 1
t el 1ib. iit, in prozm % Chrift. as old as the ! Chriftianity as old It p. 3 Thid. p. 16. |
i e % $vo 3 8 3 i | o
4 1o 9 and

Hobbes | 40696172
Library, Hobbes 1, 40696172




com
‘0

. e
the different |
¢ to prove it |
The fourth chap-
i 1|

ich Dr.
elf
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u
the p f mybeare i
o , Tate lord bifhop of Briftal; viz y
D r d againfi the exceptims of a late i
riter i , Chr v as old the Creation,
London, 1732. This book is divided into nine chapters: Tk .
d by the acute and learned author to fhew wha
the law or religion of narure, from Todaings not dif
it arifes, and how far it exte A 1l thovgh ¢
e religion o of nature docs not take in every 3 i
founded in_the nature or reafon of things, which 3 Ll
f e author of Chriff as old as t} §
sughout his whole book, but only fuch f i
nes and precepts, as is difcernibl b
ural facull A y o
wes then only properly a faw

the Deisticar Writer:

9 0. Dr. TinDaL 1
A r it 5 b
e cligion itfelf b i if
if not,
on of the peculiar pe : fitt. In
tut in ich it is thewn, t they are of might
elle and ftrengthening good moral habit it :
f gaging men to a more diligent pra £ ever Gl

arded as the will of God, the fupreme
ion to it, fridtly fpeaking, is f

rewards and pupifimeants.

refpett to pe
d anfiver
f

Library,
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X
128 L. Writers.
? it of ftron; {cheme tendeth
fear of God, and to make m in their fi i
defigned to thew heme i
pi propofes by it mankind
priefteraft, and renc
ion in its orj ih
ay. Chap. thofe p
to deferibe the religion of Dei
tween that and Chriftianity ;
of the
lation contained in the fa
Teftament, is afferted and v
mifrcprefentations of this writer
teen chapters. The firft contain
wh own th fuch
E and that our being gove th
rity of fuch a revelation is not inconfiftent with our
verned by reafon, as this author has attempted to prove
fecond chapter exami s objections againft the ¢
the firft publifhers and witneffes of the Fewifb and Ch
vela : and it is fhewn, that we h: all the afforance that
i can reafonably defire, that they w her impofed upor = o pel pr drawn
il nor had a defign to impofe u hers, nor indeed E g delivered in @ lo cral, 1
i were circumftanced, power to do fo, it el his argumer the obfcurity of Sc from |
ey had defigned it. In the third chapter his objecti among Chrif out the f t . |
the proof from miracles are confidered. _Itis fhewn, that the : L would infer the ne : I
i re neither needlefs nor uncertain proofs: That the b o and i i d fth
tain marks and chara@ers by which true divine mi; [ a diftinét and L
4 diftinguifhed from thofe prétended to be wrough re, herehy he J hat t
SR i sar it e d the
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Chriftian reve~

Hobbes | 40696172
Library, Hobbes 1, 40696172




ppeared on the

Hobbes | 40696172
Library, Hobbes |, 40696172



Hobbes | 40696172
Library, Hobbes I, 40696172




Hobbes | 40696172
Library, Hobbes I, 40696172




Hobbes | 40696172
Library, Hobbes I, 40696172




r. MoR o Ax. 141
Srrought dod i el confand.
which are rs had urged from the
of the do@t feripture, and the difference
b i conjundtion ctation of the otrines. And con-
Tors e et indication of ticle of the Chriftian
otEe ¢ | , which this writer had e
o concérning our Lord Jefus Cl
e propl
1 judicioufly ob then
m nvcls, both n the Moral | 3 < and de
: ument befors 1d was not mer
i 1 kingdom of trut
o e poiiien
‘\ e the true fs ne authority of the Old and N
tr rvelass
r, after. many others,
clamour, under pretence tha there can be no fuch
divine fiith upon fallible human teftimony. Thi %
man hath examined very fully, and hath
| he original revela
3 ke |
”\‘ e m,«m m
equendy may lay a jlt fou
. i
3 ion
i Bis-apol
prove t
A
mts of ¢
w el b
and unc :
6 b oy & 1L patt the
i 5 is to confider and exph res of the OId and New Teflament,  And i, the §
I Chei il o is vindicared at large agaioft the objections of ¢
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Morcan

ppofed to be fapernatn
e common courfe ! And that if

ty concerning the

ir impure a
ed crimes and vi

as if it were

, it is fill tro

g5, ever 1o give
h bath been frequently urged by
, particularly by Dr. Tindal,

dered in the Anfwer to Chrifiia

confi-

 the caue of right i

e

were not done by any evil

therefore have beea done o &e. It is alfo fet in ‘pruj‘.’bA»;
‘ T himbiE. or by fuperi Mr. Lowman'in his Diffrtation on the Ciuil Goveramment of 41y

et y = kst often Hebrews, p. 220,
fhewn, that fuch were the miracles wrough
Fewifb and Chriftian dif

vine miffion. He al

objection, which hath been often anfw

alous cures which Jefus

Library,
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ripture
account of i

d for
the

to
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Dr. Morc 4. 149

f from the au | the Divinz Authority of the Old and New Teflament afferted,
reprefentti | s fearce any thing new attem The fame tHings. 4
at ever lived 3 repeated over again in a flrain of confidence s to this
) hnv as th writer ; and at this rate it is eafy to write bool
conc controverfies without end. B
of M. ion of what he

tis |
fervation I w ull

his difintereftedne .J Mofes ¢ t our author, contrary to his ufual cuftom,
for raifing his own children to el i e e

but left them to
Taft thing !

mer volume. It is in

evenues in which he had made an over
cle of no lefs th

At him, dependeth wholly upon his own falfe e an one million two
Siien JJ wrny sither great ignorance ¢ ed thotfand poun Veide i she ot wlh
B G 4 v B o = advanced concerning the Levite. 5
wilful mifreprefentation ‘. o !
1t conld not be a very agreexble employment to carryond  § Gt real

s however a fecond

nd New

controverfy with fuch a Writer.
volume publifhe

iy d
expofed by Mr.
on an the Civil G
ws, London, 1741. But th
ird volume of ¢

foundation of the

T o
{clf-contradictions of

hat the tribe of Levi |
the lands of Jrael, th

Hebrew biftorians i
work he hath, i pofible, exceeded himfelt in m
i 3 cal

need. He foon

iy
T body of this book, which

i s an anfwer to the fecond volume of 7
i hiftory, eve i 4 oas o ture-
i ¢ Old and New Teftament afferted, ory, even in thofe very inftances in which he affurcth bis
i E reader, he hath kept clofe to th ities ven o the H e
; the : T v of the Refurredtin o5 congfidened
; L3
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ties contained
I fhail conclude
that foon

obfer
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e of the Dessticar Writers. Let. 1.

xpofing the Ch

r intellectual faculty
founded upon any
, or make it
formall '
ture of re

seligi nd afterwards 1 voureth to prov

thing from the account given u: ia feripture

Having thus, the falfe groun
Fiith and religion, and fhewh that it b
argument; he next proceed:

and this he refol

as he pretends, rem u
1 nothing 1o ¢

to declare what is ¢

wholly into a ¢

mphle

fhould, unde
thority of human law

me pretence,

il

wild g Sotn ikl
i def

an

gument,

pded on Argument.

It is obfervable, that the moft I

endeavoured to take adh

3

n faith had nothing to
Is: This he calls the

t tendency and tenor of

the enemies of Chriftianity

a clofe examin

¢ difingenvity in it, as fhould

Ivantageous
needs fuch

t is in a religious firain : He
rdent prayess in behalf of

t God would be pleafed

the auth
ight out of his fe
empt to invalidate the ar -

1 with difregard of the holy
tter 5 Which by the way
aftic nature and tens
dvantage
hority of the facred
1pon occafion run into the
¢ men they moft heartily
gn of expofing Chril

o valued by
ofe that have carried

ent

, p. 68 » Ibid, p.105.

But
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, that he himfelf nc
arded as proof

“This hedes 10l
ct it isfo far from being true that thi

e 7
he previonfly required perf

re are comparatively but a very

Argument. 58
2 55

f i efigned
e nmh;u,ux
is manifelt, as it

e principal

poitles iy
King, th

place, reafoning in ¢ cogues, T

cell it d pe oft illufir w'.'\x‘m.n]o.
; of r abode for a

for b E iden

enc i 1 to ¢ i qui 1 commended

t A il ), K inflance of which we

bave in the encomium ed upon v

mined the apoitles dottrine, and fearched the /m*luuduu;,

[’ 3 them. And the

was, that many

of the influence of the
alfo highly difingenuous,
ure-accounts.

I teaching,
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: = = r Argument. 5
156 A View of the DeisticaL Writers. Let. 11, e B =y
i overs them or'at lealt had placed thern §
£no degrees; and that the Sp b all believers tad il
f 10 degres & 1tk s ¥ writer declares, Reafon always

and not till we are

£ in the

¢ there are in
. ces. A y declares againtt inllructing
y Fippole: ol i oy i e
: 5 thing wicked attempt to
be of different fentiments, 10 bear with one another in i e
; riher im- 3

difference the minds of

pretence that this would only tend to fill
Th

of the Tike kind, are fo palpably
ardly b ]l uppoed tha gl young perfon
ke them with pr

d enoug ing born in an enligh nation ; and a
were child i £ in muft be left as much without inftruction, Fn
“ as if he were born in the wilds of o maks
ws deliga B, o and perfectly confiftent, it Mould ¢
1 10 e & bad | t children fhould not be traine
d reprefenteth i at all, and that they fhould be kept
veafon and argument any more than the thers for fear of their being prepoffefled
that all attempts to prove the prir be left wholly to mature, without inflitu
th done more harm than good ; | whac 2 hopeal face of thi 0
ineft queftion in nature, e - Ths 8
laboured produdi: of 4
laboured produdti I m and brotaliy.
contributed to make for the other fide of 4 o8 the Totrirtar
# yaifed a_thoufand new doubs in the reader’s mind " Ac- id the pernicious ¢
cordingly deal of pains to deftroy all certainty Cd bl
of reafon
i’ i proof that the Chrift
we are baptized into it
1 « greateft matural incapacity *.
L But furely all who have any regard to religion, or who th
).
nature, and 1o caft difhonour upon Godl's government and pro- | efions and evi
A »care of mankind at all, but gave knowlegement, would b
i them up entircly to their paffio out any principle of | £ o

great

1

4, p. 81 n Ibid,
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f the DE1sTicAL Writers. Let. 1. Let 11.

on obfervation and ex

| 160 AView

i is more under

Argum

ence, underffar

influence on th this certainly
judgment; and that we have @ grest deal. of freedom in the

1 right or wrong u nd confequently
are liable to praife or blame on tha

of our reafoning facult

¢ are offered be never fo plain, we may choofe whether v
we may turn our eyes from the evi

attend to th

dence, or if we profefs

and. wrong difpofitions of

me\ .w:
n a quite d ”A‘L nt light, t
world owns, tha
the love of truth, and a re;
propofed, is u very commend
y.m,. a refufing to T

ing or difbelieving th
or bad difp

upon the pratic
-embrace thefe tru
Jieve or rejeét them

very juflly interpofe his auth
men againtt the othe
The author all along {i

And if thro®

o whom this

e can juftly

pofth, thas the fith require
affent of the underftanding,

mere fpeculative d

But thi rong Nothin;
¢ Bt e s S b
made kiown, th h ich the promifes

complex thing a
to embrace and profefs i, umitances in whick

appeared, argued a great deal b

h of candor

F f
elief there cc ndemned, is fupp
ing under the influe
and from their unwil

L, It

hard:

1t they thould Jee with ¢
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of the DEisticAL Writers.

it be

proofs and evidences ; yet there are

ble of the force of thofe proofs,

nd informal

is truly excellent in know

nd diligence,

fiftance of others, t

well, as if we could do it mer force of our own rea-

fon, withouta
It would

pacity of the

1 would not be

Sl fied § 2 out all the parts gion and mor
r deduétion from the firft p in a way of

o o a than can
1 i other 1
that 2 x i that a g
i t i oul
defign
t 1
1 1 b
i 10.¢ ) cap that this religion owed ot its rife to 8 e belid ¢ t er and e
i ' doctrines and m p i 1
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c th their f

blocve

And with regard ¢

doubted.

proofs and evidences, it ¢

slied themfelves to it with the-fame

ok which is not het

do in mat
h a fenfe of relig:
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Let. 12, The Refurre

of the an ,\:;, ifbe
Weft’s Obfervation:
tion of Jefus Chrift.
tions on the C

d 10 this a
the F

0 author, efpe-
s on Tiftory and
;. Litt 2

i article of vaft importa

ty. If this
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the DEISTICAL

Our author faw this,

to fhew that ]
tion, neither to the 7
own difciples.  With «

Drophet Jonas. And St.
en openly declared to

bree nights in the

1 nights in the his own difciples, under which char
X »of that St t apoltle i
at St. Mat- f et

5 though what the latter ¢ occafic d die, and ife

tell us, that the difc

ferent oc
on the third day

il notice before mean, he woul
difcourfes er hints at what Mr. C He thinks it incre
d yet not b
LA ccounted for, con
1 wicked gener i ]
fince in that cafe they n at all 4,
i coming was to call finnes dy how
Chrift did. work figns 1
i 0 take off the force of ¢ of his
It to take off e b

bove, p. 110,
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A View of the DexsticaL Writers

concerning
him to P:

would hay

e cars of th

knew what he had
fign of the prophet
them to fay to P,

eerey it 3 this wa
fumption of t
there

The_chief_thin

the fappofition th

it more for the intereft of
oft the fi

as related by St. Matthew,
nd robable. It is ve

H:u, would take the fit
s might not have it
the dead, as it wa
could not be a more prob
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h went

y there

t of them might, immedi
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of the Deisticar Writers. Let. 12,

pearances. And the different circum-

ne a
1
P y moft ha
t place of the caran t;
wh suld n of candonr to 7 the
di PP our author is pleaed to fuppol
to relate to th ppeasance, and then chargeth thele

y circumftance or event not mentioned

of criticifin, where feveral hiftorians
¢ fadls, if fome of them relate thofe
with fewer circumftances, this fhall

ly to defiroy the credit of the whole ;

circumftance, or

it the women wWhe
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the hundred

ing the leal

P i , and that inftead

hu d read fwenty °. Such wretch

power to pres
a valuable end,

m knowing h

himfelf to th
. that

* Chubb's pofthum. works, vol. i. p. 3
swhich
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refurreétion was the proj
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1 is not related b

ment, that th

Hobbes | 40696172
rary, Hobbes I, 40696172



Let. 12. The R 1 of efus confdered. 387
he declared bis de: nd refurretion publicly to

the fourth, it is proved, that the 7. h
procured a guard to be fet on
f .

ned to the author’s objectior
e fifth chapter relateth to the appesrance o the o

sropriety of which is vindicated agai
xth chapter &

nce
u

women after s o
1 appearances of Chiift to i

of Inconifiend
n the cig]

m
that he ca ounts, not with a calm
emper of mind, but with a refolution,
to find out abfurdities arid contraditions in them, About the fa

35 not been able ro

perfect

it of

e charge. It turns out, alearned and

confiftent, and that their feeming contra: The evidence
ation.

ther than I at firft intended in making
, which gives a true fample of

vmm, d fiver, and that he u

15 ever made upon that grand article which we have
rrection of our Lord Jefus Chrift are alfo confide W
and more particular in my remark! that Chrift foretold his de

difiples 2nd 1o che

ceptions agintt the ftory of

;n 1 by the evangeli
women, and of Chrift to t
ftinéily confidered, and the f

| But though this letter may feem to h: e i folutions of thefe
due bound: ,V\w‘hv T writers, are very
hitherto purfued,
this boo!

Dr.S
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f the DeisticarL Writers. Let. 1

190 A View
Upon recapitulair
the refurredi

f

the fever

ticulars which conftitute

the evide

who were appointed to be the witnees
in the like circumftas
moft incredulc

hat tho
f it had cvery kind of proof t
moft ferupulous could demand, or ¢k
gine 2
Having confidered.the proo fs of the refurrection of Jefus
Chift, 58 they were laid before the apofles, he proceeds to
induce v di

ima-

confider

ncipal heads. The teftimony of
n recorded in the Scrip-

t
tares, % of t

rd to the former,
e d the two qualitics n

of a witnefs, a perfect knowlege of the facts he gives teftimony
to, and a fair unblemifhed character; and that ther teftimony
is tranfin itings cicher penned by themfe

and approbation.
el o thoe

anthorized b

ich were moft &,\pu.)

foretold; eferudtic and temple of Ferufa:
L s preceding that deftruction, the miferies of

ul pr
P

other parts of thefe predict
there is great reafon o th

¢ drawn fro

5 and fheweth

ion, th

gation and prefent exiftence of

ons of the w To fet this in a

an clegant and firiking manner,
f

he

woured to give fome idea of this excellent
e been the more particular in my account
of it, becaufe a work of this kind, done by a lay-man
i with lef

to be more taken notice of, and rece
And for the fame reafon, though it ¢
1 hope you will indulge

t is intitled, Odfervat
. Paul, in a let
The grea
for Chr
w, for the f thofe who

hip of St. Paul alone
firation fufficient to prove C ity to be a d

Iation ; this defign is very happily execute
eth the account St. Paul himfelf hath

manner of his converfio: 1 thence argueth, t
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» DEssTicAL Writers.

;
unt of the Deiftica
order to complet
re particalar notice

LET:

Hobbes | 40696172
rary, Hobbes I, 40696172



Hobbes | 40696172
rary, Hobbes I, 40696172



Hobbes | 40696172
rary, Hobbes I, 40696172



Hobbes | 40696172
rary, Hobbes I, 40696172



table, is for the injuries |
1 ¥
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aces mer
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e fom
er worthy of ¢
and truth
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i « ato the true {pirit and defi
f to judge of the proteftations
¢ LI in the conclufion of his
= = “ that what 1 b
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s

Let. 144 Let. 14: My, Crivna’s Pofibumos Works. 1%
« this view, and upon this confideration, I have no difagree-
thing that I have pub~

ly maketh ufe of a
rehe:

epts, our Lord evident!
tand com

feveral of tkvc{»

general idea of our author's work, 1 fhall
inm tter offer fome remarks upon thofe parts of his
ook which may feem to require a more particular confidera~
tion,

1 intention is to b
neft and atentive min

which is manifefily
venge, and to teach us that w 2
cafes patiently to bear , efpecially in' fmaller inftances,
T TE R-XIV: than to give way to a keen and forward refentment
tion of them 5 heinterprets th t were defigned abfolutely,
fes, to forbid us to fhun or guard againft the evils

onMr. Chubb’s Pofthumous Works.

Some fartker remar

The unfair reprefentation be makes of our Saviour’s pre- s offered to us, ired us rather to expofs
gepts in ,z.»f:?lm?' on the mount.  His grofs perverfions 1o thofe cvil taindy could sot it
who exhorteth his difciples to

inft it as uncertain, andas

{ .;/ /n ipture.His charge ag
V. aved and corrupted by the church

uts in avoiding evil, as well as innzcent as daves
need umumw,

ing been greatly depy ittt o ke

- o R\m‘e, confidered. foms wpors the atrémpi be. 1} o o g i et e s
4 from prophecy and miracles, bout loving onr enemies is defigned to reftrain and heal that
T[vs/wmm! be draws between the pm[vfmnmafclﬂf bitter and malevolent wm,‘ w \.m men pt to indulge,
f Jianity and the progrefs of Methodifn cxamined. The and to carry benevolence t0 ght. It teacheth us,

| fzx’fwr’af/meluu'zt/w! the apdfls quie charged the shat no eivtecnmiie o difgufs fould cufe s to forge
\ o Chriftanity, and that they luid a J common ties of b + That with regard to our enemies
2y B Chriplenis 6nd Vyab Loy luid @ Jcheme Shemlvee, we fhould be careftly defifous of their amendment

power.  His investives againft
i St. L’s.m malicious and ‘lj’lﬂ He reprefents all reli- %
iy gions to be alike with regard 1o tbe,wwrofwd, and with kindnefs, which is the nobleft victor
Pretends to direci men to z,zhg(wmgz/w. our candid author would have it to !m underftood to figni

thatwe (tould putno differencein d
d hould h

whe

and true happinefs,
e

a 24 proper op-
s, 1o do them good o e

es, and to overco

placency in perfc

fe our

S I'R,

N my laft, Tgave 4 general acconnt of Mr. Chubb’s pofthus ]
mous treatifes. 1 fhall now add fome farther obfervations
relating to fome p.HLui trats which may feem to deferve

10 be more part ]

Saviour fpeaks of God’s doin ethod
providence, even to the unthankfol an 2 the evll, he pretends,
I that, according to his reprefen o
fifteth in his being A
gent bmm alike, and thewing eq
ighteous and to the wicked ;

ilarly confidered

Yed towards all int
love and favour to the

i OF this kind s the attempt he hath made to expofe our Sa- |
mon on the mount, which

o §
o cinllpere s careleqs maceeliy

viour's precepts in

* Chubb's pofthumous works, v
feverad 4

humos worke, vl. . P 353+
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212 A View of the Detsticas Writers.  Let. 14

ndtothe whole tenour

llent difcourfe

ful
the prefent ¢

<ept by

-~ And wh

dhan t0 forbid the being
expreffions, all adu

) recom

the context by ¢

t the poor and ind
intention that all Chuif

sfure of ever entertaining, or bein

S F i o

ble intercourfe by tion

1, is comprehended in

m to pronounce,
ferfiood in’ the moft firiét

under

expreffed, which makes them

an
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$14 A View of the DEisTicAL Writers. Let. 14
difadveavage of the holy Jefus, and th sion.
1 ‘who fhould treat the maxim

men of antiquity,
our, would be regarded

this author has done thofe of our
i by all rat nd thinking men among_the Deifts themfelves,
{l as arude and im per tinent caville: What renders Mr. Chubb
more inexcufable is, that he himfclf feems to have been very
thofe precepts were not intended in the fenfe he

ght fit to put upon them. For though i i \u at he
s on the Scriptures, he c h been

o other interpretati
in part of his Pofthumous Works 5 vi
fetion of his Fareivel, where he profells to treat concerning
the perfonal charaéter of .\u(]\l‘ he produces thefe very

o s iolanes of Chiits

G e p:nucu..«rl, mentions Hu‘ A
el g i, of loving our encnic, and giving to cvery one
that afketh =, And from th , that we muft ufe

conclud

ku]\unc

&5 5 e rodges
cripture, and all laws,
e us as well without
them, and that thefe precepts are of no ufe, and that it is of
30 advantage {o have the inforced by a divine authority,
It may not bg improper on th on to take notice of fome,
her of his grofs perverfions of eripture :  fignal nflance of
ind we Lave tra, in which he makes fo ftrange
r Saviour’s precepts. Speaking
I litte chldren, thefe
d

S R

occal

veral of o

< noted palge,
te £ unta ya,

th s 3
the frofitiation far our fns, and not far aurs only, but
Jins of the whle warld. " He obférves, that  thig

¢ fgppofed to befpeak comfort and fafety to 2
Chriftan, 7. e. to a wicked man who is 4 believer in
« 1““5 Chrift, and profeffes difciplefhip to him. And that it

but for a m ply thefe werds of St. Jobn to himfelf,

. Crus’s Poftbumons Works. 215

dent from the whole tenour of
the \mmx“mmdpm following,
s ke that we know !», n,

bath fid fn other.parts of this cpifte.  But gives him no
concern; it will only fhew that St. 7obn contradiéts himf

which is what he \“.uu have him thought to do
fore with an unp:
account he hath
“ Whatever St. 7o

o, or any other wr

 meat in oppoficion o ths faid to the
« contrary.” " Hi f expreffing himfelf plainly fhew
that he is refolved this fhall be St. 725 to b
own moft exprefs declarations, and to the entite firain of the
ew Teftament 5 bec e thinks it tends to expofe Chriftia
nity, though in reality by fuch a procedure he has only expofe

 urgeth, that « if Chrift be the propitiation
i Chriftian muft needs be in
d even wicked Pagans snd

“ forall fins, then the moft wick
# 3 fafe and comfortable ftate ; a
Sholyfidels a5 wel
« God would

« double fatisfaction for the fame of
of his book, he invcighs

ans, p
ot be fo unreafor mh

e doctrine of

sitiation for ary 1 ruth,

s
and the eternal
on this head, he
tare-dodirine of Chr

more evident than it
Chrift's dying for our fins

arifin
tion @
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216 ew of the DErsTicAL Writers Let. 14, M. Cs rm;‘:P/‘M;,,:zul,t‘wlz. 21y
a i The dottr of Chrifts vi. 1 y d
y ¢ lealt encos Clrift i
! « > imprefs meu’s hearts with the deepelt il
! Land of fin, and of God's jufk abfervance nor non-obfervance of thefe outwar
difpleafa t, Not oly do thofe who teach that do@rine which worketh or, 3 he elfewhere mmm hif, the
! ed T res, infift ftrongly as any others
upon the neceffity ¢ nd perfonal holinefs, in order
3 t they maintain that at the
o = ¢ s h %
po  leevent onr el R
i O €XC in u ol r of offending him, than to con-
r that h € cnitent finners to his
nd f nfinite virtue offered
half, confifting in } obedience and fufs 1 of the world, %
reat Mediator 2 ;.\umk,‘

And that it was upon the merit
hat at was founded

o and fuffering
h C

miferable, &
of pictyand
e, or fo conducive to the real
¢ of vice and fin

f the argument has any

g and expofing the it

moft exprefly refers to it, ¥
evident defign is
Wwould be reduced to, uvh.'
they were then e

iift the filfe

ofed,

the civil powers & a duty which it njoins ; that it
v t men from fubjection to their la
is of civ

> relax
b not meddle with
ticular forms of pol

0, and therefore

works, vol. i, p. 88,
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R e L R Let. 14, M. Cuuns's Pobkumous Works. 219
it fiems 10 be  role o ncrpre exery pafige
he malt 4bfurd {2ale that can polibly bé piap

PR

tions ; and to have
bad confe

efpecially confidering the

then affe nwd,

w" 'u‘\.n[m itions of the and how the

But our author is not willing to allow that relig alliges were produced in my former letter, ta
! thing to do with obedience to our civil governors ; 2 others might be added, in whi Me. G x-
i vernment cannot clsims aguinf the {eriptare as the fource of endlefs contentions

prefs (anm. to St, Paul declares,
be fiid to be the ordinance, or by
the propera
ce, s ot government’s being
to the well-bei
Lty vige it “ hum:
ment in the suthority « divine revelation 1
and pointeth out to us the propes Toofely and indeterminatels
s of goverament, and its great ufcfulnefs to mankind, \\& tend about the fenfe of
y argueth from both mu; Sothat he S.Ap)-ofneradum” revelation given to mankind, n ar
el v o e
on, irrefiftibly imprefing and over roling
- but that there would be a diffre
g mankind, about m
but that fu o
ing men in things of et

ment, of God. and divifions, as if it wer

and contradictory opinions, th:
upon it This e reprefeats
# in a loofe indetermi

‘al ‘the abfurd

have at &
as owing 10 its being * exprefled
, which would be a defect in 2
it is (ummppu

men to fub~
ordinance

compofitio

& Aud yet tl

difingenuous than the account he is ple g
i which he entirely mifrcprefents the defign and ftrain of the
! spofte's difcourfe. But a particular cxiisarion of Jhat s
i ‘offers, with regard to this and feveral otber paflages of feriptere,
would carry me too fa. 1t s fuficent o abferve, tht a care-
fal and unprejudiced confideration of the conte 2 com-
paring one. part of feripture with anotber, might ety v

all occafions.

fet him right as to the fenfe of moft of the paifages he men- And fince the publifhing of his works, a
tions ;3 or he might have found his difficulties cleared by able writer hath been pleafed to renew the
and judicious commentators, if he had been as willing to have repeat what I have d mlmn c M. \ in

and which will

His objections fatisfied, 25 he was to raife them, or 25 @ fincere
enquirer after truth ouyhr tobe. Candid critics, if they meet nced on this head
i with a paffage in Homer, Plato, Ariffatle, Tully, ot any other e obferval

celebrated profane author of antiguity, W hich ‘at firft view has
fomething in it that they cannot well explain or account for,

ery mwilling to charge the original author with nonfenfe
and abfurdity, and think themfelves obliged to ufe their utmoft
f endeavours to find out a convenient or fhvourable fenfe of the
pafige in queRtion. Byt with this wiriter, and many others of

there is no proof t
erc written in_the firft age of the Chrif
fous gofpels in the primitive
of diftinguithing the

times, .nnl that
genuine from the f
purpofe, he very f

ings )\l‘e ame
a pats o bis For

quently repeats in fev

& Mr. Collins had endeavoured to expofc that allegory; and the well to his rega if he th the frequent rep
K defgn and confiency of it was fully cleared in the anfwers that were
i Tmade to that writer.  Nor has Mr. Ghubb offered any thing upon ! Chabbspotl, works, wol. i p. 246, 247, » SeeRe-
W itchat et ke called new. flections on Loxd Bolingbroke’s letters, p. 125, &6
the 1 $ them

Hobbes | 40696172
ibrary, Hobbes I, 40696172



220 A View of the DetsticaL Writers. Let. 142
Jf their trath.  But I fhall

y particalar notice of them h

n this fubjet in the fou

1d perfuade his rea

{ o 1 to the anfivers that were ma .
| dmyntor. . To which may be added what hath been larcly
offéred in anfwer to the fame obje@ions, when urged by the

noble writer faft-mentioned °.

Mr. Chubb hath alfo r a great clamour about the corru
tion of Scripture. He layeth it down a: e, that
x revelation for the ufe of mankind, he would take

fhould be tranfmitted fafe :Aml uncorrupted to all

'l
i fucceeding generations, and would b ticalar and conftant
ie on of his pawer and providence Fhave defended it fro
i injury, wherever it was promulged, and whatever lang
it was rendered into.  He intimate
i punifhed with a fudden death, as in the caf
| Sapfhira, every man that had committed any error, ither in
| eranferibing or tranflatin And if this had been the cafc,
i the confequence would have been, that no man would have
b ventured to tranfcribe or tranflate it atall. ~And this, no doubt,
! h gentlemen would with; but the no neceffity
| ccourfe to fuch extraordinary methods 3 we have

fufficient evidence to fatisfy any reafonable perfon, that this
yevelation is tranfimitted to us, without any \.vdv (mlur'u

as can do

(troy the ufefulne
b

nportant ends for

i i d guardians have
i extr ery of iniquity from it. And thatwe have
i « received the books referred to from that grand fountain of
i o n the Church of Rome, who muft have been natu-
3 € moft unavoidably led to corrupt them in thofe

ance, to juftify herfelf i

all other corruptions
s, as his mamer is,
n often urged b

This he frequently repeat
ts of his book, and it ha
t

acknowleged, that
1 have been pe
norie had fo good an opportunity, or a ftronger temp

© Sec Refletions on Lord Bolingbroke’s leters,
See concerning this above, p. O 121

&c.

s works, vol

thofe who heard the predition, ¢

;
p

been any expr
¢, in f

phecy till it b

or evidence at

s et unce
fuppofition, as if
at_the mere
re the completion of it

who AL‘HHLJI

oof that wias given ¢

hey were

* Chubb's pofthumous works,

If has obfer
uffcient to fupport
i

ible fro

e, the worfhip of im
, P

, purgatory, the c

d in favour of the mor ..1[
attempted to prod

c of
cver be known
crefore can never,
ery ; becanfe it
nt here proceeds

ion of a fut ure cvent, even

the divine
s far fron
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92z A View of the DersticaL Writers. Let. 14

atteted and eftblifbed by an amazing fucceffion of the moft
wonderful works, a ch pla
divine interpofition. pro-
phets under the Old Teftament, and our Lord Jefos et i
T apoties under the New, were ensbled o give n 2y u(pu(‘.
prediétions of future events 3 fome of which related t
that vere to happen their own time, and received 2 fp«':dy
accomplif clated (o events that were not (0 hap:
pen till fome ages after ¢ the prediction, and thefe alfo reccived
theif accomplifhment in the proper feafon. And this, added to
e other evidences, exhibited a farther illuftrious proof of a
divine interpofition in favour of the Fewi/b and Chriftian reve
lation, t publifhers of it traor
dinarily J, who by the auther’s own acknow.
m\ I future contingent
s, It was wife u “ordered tha nd prophecy
fHontd go rmuh\r whereby not only N u.J<
ruth and divinty of the r
time when it was firft promulg
that there fhould be a growing Ceticace, “iEh xmglr acquire
new force and firength by the fucceffive accomplithment of tk
prophecies in. the feveral different periods to which they rcf
Tndeed, if it were on! ion or two, the fulfilling
of them might be looked upon to be accidental, and to amo
£ 10 more than a lucky conje@ture, But a feries of |
fuch as is fet before us in the facred writings, many

he

to things of a moft contingent nature, remoye
e ich depended upor
efee, muft be aferibed to an ¢

Ginary divine afiftance, And it cannot reafonably be fupp
that God would impart his own prefcien ive credit to im:
poftors, who falfely pretended to be infp e by bim to delivet
dogtrines and Laws to mankind.
As to that part of the cvidence of Chrifts div 4
which refulteth from the prophecics of the Old Teflament, thi
n fully confidered in the controverfy bet g
hich fome account was
5 s offee o s b
But he has one reflection, that ma
fome noticsy it this s That, @ {uppoling thofe prof
« have been fulfilled in a
parde n evidence of
« Chriftian re \»mm as of the divine
: er, who being a free being muft &

*THair

< been at liberty
« whe

s

Let. 140 Mr. Cuvrr’s Pofbumons Werks. 223
* whether he would have fiithfully m.mew \rn(g truths to
“ had. b ivered to hi

“ eccfity be t
wa

ating to a Wo
prefixed e v, a
fation of truth and r ghteoninefs, and th coming,
perfon, offices, ngs, ani the glories that fvould
T v rein R ol oo oyt e
m, delivered at fundry times, and in divers manoers,
led in Jefus Chrift; and in him only, this

n as an illuflrious atteftation, not

niffion, but to the truth of the reve~
une of God. For it were moft abfard
d {o many perfors, in

e great t
for his com
him out by t
g, tended-to give him an attefta~
which was never equalled in

r cafe.
dto ‘:.‘ prophecies of Daniel, this author thinks
er a prophe
prodigy, amidft the millions
men that have taken place fince that prophecy was deli=
vered, fhould be able to dif true fenfe and meas
 Where he gocs upon a fuppolition, which is mani-
{efly folfe, viz. that no man before Sir Jaac Newton, was ever
able to difeover th t of Daniels propheci
Many there have been who have laboured hap
Both formerly and of late, And though there are feveral hings
in thofe prophecics, with great difficulty,
there are” others of the [»xuv"u\» contained. in that book,
which are fo clear, pplication of them is comparatively
nderfully verified in a manner
¢ proceeded from that all-fee-
c'f-m fees
there

* Ibid. p. 147,

given
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224 AViewof the Dersticat Waiters. Let. 14

nd end of his <

en relating to the Meffiah, the defign
; :

e defola
be conneéted wit naty ;
remarkable atteftation to our Lord Jefus (‘.m", the tru

be o red h

promifed Mefliah. And it the way, that

e

of another of our a
n of the Mef-

their being r‘

from whence it was na u\,.\ for them to believe

th glo
ife them up a gl

deliverer, who fh

the higheft degree of pro

1 and expectation

i hets would not |

of the common way, ¢

dictions relating to

a! ‘v \«H‘JMH}\\\‘H

.um:.ud publifhers
Having confidered the p..\ k.p al thing
1

d being flill preferved

. unexampled difcour

gs, taken ol circun

1 above
c time of lgfes; Whe
inflance of a e p

d tru

falfhood an
1

option of the operator to
i 0 apply

L fhall only take not

hath

m prophecy, g
gt of

applied it t6 the co;

* Chubb
E Q g

Vor
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isTICAL Wrifers. Let. 14

and impofture,

judiced in their

untrie

sion, and has power and the
1 cvident worldly intereft on

re had been

to have det

to the prejud
wwhom th

every worldly

d extraordinary fadts, cor
ity of being informe
interefts, 2

all their

hiftorians, and to pretend

give credit to any relat

courage ens

For the things rel

1 therefore wit
oof, takes upon him
were not publithed
> body alive that could
ofitively 2 if he could
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Mr. Crunw’s Poftbus

232
« favour to bt and evidence, that all their prejudices were at
: t e and difpelle
it > principles mentjoned
poftlcs principle
« mafter b i third, whic
d fia
1 1 the fou y themfelves had laid.” iples of ¢

hat inftances they

pikieds o )
returns to ris o
E epre given by W
our Lord himfelf dur i 1 , that it was real g can be more v
{ i 1, and the ypon which he was fent, to ere “ they I ofpect of, and a very
L | a new and perfeét d \ than the « gatherin into their bands, \:LH.M.‘\.J“
i proper feafon to 1
) 1 ,‘,w,\”,‘,«muwm

d tha

he came to procure
mpartially confiders

and of thofe g
s fiupported.

“T'his wa¢ the more remarkat
ter our Lord’s

hat this done, foon a
i afcenfion, and the ordin
the Holy Ghoft on the day of Per and w
of Kk g the evidences o

in the ordinary circums

e placed, it is manifeft

ety and )

penfation was not of their
a fudden pang of enthufiafin:
they
ol et prope
g t0 the firength of the over

o :
ly obligatory ‘r'” 2 Chrifians.

feems to ha

endoubtedly

nd indeed
5 for whi

h
v ha

& Refurre@tion of

vol. i, p. B4, & feq. .

thi
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the beft reafone

eprefent him as

and d
but conviétion, 2

h great application.
h great applica

uliar rancour and pre-

where difcovers againft him.

o the ftrength and clofenefs of St.
y w udgment of one of

who ftudied his writ-
fit to
tend

that truth in fome
t

refore

But this certainly was not S
demned in the ftrongeft
awful to lie for the
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e Drtsticas Writers. Let. 14,

d to prove the k

e one external form of religion, and making

1 intereft, appear
> app

ghenin the 41 of the AP, chip.
¢ was very allowable for the apoftlc to take ad e of this,
for creating a divifion

rh.\k‘ns agreed what

; with a blind enth
proof of his :

1 what he did at Jerujalen

purifying binfelf in the ten i
had b fetied; it would have appeared that
ct on this

taken fro

occafion inconfifte

would have re
a0t heard of Ct
i

rmed, d

! Chubb's pofthomous works, vol. i
® Ibid.vol. i. p. g2
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vifications of th
he hath fent

ge. He himfelf

« ferred to conld fur
e

of lif
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men’s for
fabfift after d
whether there fha

to an account for th
mdvumm his guide
but to a fo
the atior
count for th

lh,

< y perform
blafphemies
A

nd fully Vi
of Deifim, and bis <

Chritians a

they really def
they feem to be of a dang

and bee safe the
thofe books.

very mmmn arks of great d
work would
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the DeisTicaL Writers.  Let,

4, that the Gofpel
aure, he reprefents
nt Bifhop of l/m,'.‘ and Mr.
“ Deifm is
and pre-

at  Deifm

mn. uu particularly the
Y Samuel. Chandler, a

“ duty, el
« cftablithed p
he fuppofes Deifin to comy
which is founded in reafon
Freffeth it, in tr
rine and precept th:
That we may judge .
the point, it is pmpu to obferve, t
Deif, and who ¢ ,mL elation,
is the only Def
and vindic
fent Deifin and
tion: Whereas Deif a
underftood, not precifely of natural h.u,, on 4
h s which have a real foundation in reafon

g oppofite to

he Gofpel to cl
y ma

Let. 15, Deifin fairly Stated, &
therefore will not allow that Cheiftianity can
« grounded on i

“ it.” For he declares,

“ how an entire and perfect ftrud
¢ patural religion) can be only a for
“ ture, or 1 ca
fecurely 1 qu

cition
hich every man knoweth of hi
affifted reafon, is fo perfect as to be inca i
addition or improvement, even from divine revelation :
is in other words to fay that every man by his-own reafon, ex:
c]n[iuly of '\.l vu\nmiun, ll’x(( in the \\l ole of religious truth

mmh ué it already as God can tc.\ch Tt .\mi d

l.\t.ng to any thing thatit s proper for &
in religion, than what his barc reafon informs
out it.

Among the encomiums which our aut] o beftows
one is, that it
1 phosde: that o soit others of the DelNG] rites fost i
of. But will thefe fagacious gentlemen undertake to inform the
world, what kind or degree of religion is effe

: they could oblige the world with tat cifco-

x5, 3
shin'? IF rowtion diorent o e things of impor-
tance which we could ot attain to the knowlege of by bare
unaffifted reafon; or giveth us farther affurances conc
fome things, as to which we were doubtful before, and fetteth
them in a clearer light; or cxhibiteth a more complete mxm
of duty; or farnitheth more powerful motives to animay
the practice of it; muftall thefe diftoveries be rejeéted, under
pretence that what we thus receive by revelation is not effential
to man ? Might not all improvements of

for the fame reafon?  And fo man muft be leftin his pure cf-

fentials. And then what a fine figure would the human nature

make?

Befides this general account of Deifm, out auth
fim to exhibit fome fundamental credenda of 2 D
might eafily find a plagfible fch
ready to hs hand by Chriftian Writers, and then
for pure genui

¢ Deifim fairly

ibrary, Hobbes I, 40696172



1caL Writers.  Let'15;

not obliged to perform i,

Stated

Deity

nature ce
tion in cafe of our being con of | ffended God, and
tranfgreffed his holy laws, yet re nd nature could no

S

for vindicat

nounc

cannot difcover any thing to us,

per for us to know, relating to the methiods c
wards ‘us, the terms of our acceptance Wi
tributions of a future flate, but what we ourfelves knew as

efor

great importance, ought we r
coveries ? Efpecially fince it
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wE A

fent to that philofopher to learn a xight
when we ]u € a f..l more excellent @
lm 3 u'yx\ lv" er authority

Let. x50 Let. 15. Deifiis fa
heme of religi

Iy Stated, &c.

tions, which one fhould think, would admit of :

fincenothing could be more abfurd, than to ki

principle, that God difcoveries of truth

and duty to be beli but what all men

know of themfelves ]n their own un: & that if
=

bliged to receive or regard thole difco-

v ufual with the Deiftical writers, and this author
among the reft, to put the queftion, whether reafon or revela-
ftate of tion be the beft guid oppofition or incon-
fingle fiftency between thew queftion is, whether
tween Chriftians and Deifls is, whether reafon w n SR e i el rcoP-
I dodtines, and the practice of natural eti36 0w fobject, or reafon with
d 10 the ne revelation, be the beft guide to duty and
¢ .meh- nd confequently human happinets Tappinefs ? lation indeed would be of little ufe, if we
Am! again, when he profefles to come to the point, he fays, vereto take Hi accounof it us, that by “ pure re-
grand tion of the difference between the Deifts £ s A e
o religious of all ather perfuafions is, whether any
« dof@rine or precept th ot its foundation apparently in
“ reafon or nature, can be of the effence of religion, and with
be fuid to be a religious doétrine or precept k.
Here fie fuppofes, and it s whole book, that no-
IL‘ ng can be properly fiid to be to religion, but what “
g“ plainly appe

ade will help us to judge of
etendeth to give the true
X

if dhere wa

AT AbE IR oF
any judgment at
feems to value

re: 7 faculties to form
all sbout.” This he rm sently repeats, and
upon this way of pating thecafe. Bt
the friends of revelatio
are not capable of form-

eth to the underfta
ce from divine revelation, to be founded in nature

The queftion then, though not clearly flated by
er God can n al

affift

is grofly miffeprefented.

eneat all, On

3 y judgm he ¢ , they generally agree,
h' believed, ¢ ”r dutics to be ¢ nm we muft make ufe of our reafon, both in judging of the
i formation by dences of divine revelation, whereby it is ,wmi 10 be from
g ‘\nd if God hath pr
‘ x'vwh“mh difcoveries, But our author thinks fit to play upon the word fper-
i ? hat thofe to w it were meant that which is abfolutely nin-
helieve thofe dorines, and pradtife thofe i Sbfupd - Whesiss thingmay Be fuperna-
‘ becaufe our own natural reafon did not inform us of du'n tural, that we could not have difcovered it merely by our own

without reyelation, theref
d innocen
25 nat belonging
ad nature do not req
¢ ajuft {ubmifi

seafon without a when difcovered to

us we may be able to form = judgment conearn

| {ee it to be worthy of God,

e | as fuch our reafon may approve it
Having co

| author pretend

ppofed t exe

()r, whether
difpenfibl

an
} regard o the fignification

part of the pamphl
a fair ftate and vindication of Deifm as
| now take fome notice of what he

Chiftian revelation in par-

et, in which

ed that

I concerning truth o duty, in
wha ever way they are made known tp us 2 Thele are quef~

 Deifm fairly Stated, p.7. Sccalfo p. §, g, 10.
I
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250 A View of the DErsticAL Writers. Let. 15
fay a juft foundation for receiving thofe do€trines and Taws as
of divine authority 2 As to their being written by the perfons

mes they bear, and their being fafely tranfmitred to us
without any materia! corruption or alteration, this necdeth mo>
miracles to prove it. It muft be proved by other mediums, fuch
knowlegement of all kil ave SRk 16 oo
t kind. If thefe writings can be traced up, as th
ily may, from our own times by unqueftionsble evidence
in which they were written ; and if they have
acknowleged to have been written by thofe to
theyare afcribed, and even the enemics who lived near-
thofe times never contefted it ‘
the cafe w: 2 general corruption of
tings in the doctrines and fadts, if any had attempred
1 have been an impoffible thing ; this ought to fatisfy
rtial enquirer.  And this s capable of as clear @ proof
nature of the thing can admit, and which, as hath been
hinted, s fuperior to what can be produced for any
n the world. And the man that would dn\lbt of
fuch evidence in any other cafe, would be Jooked upon
caloufly ferupulous, and be thought to carry his fecpti
an unreafonable height.

As to the fubjeét matter of the Chriftian revelation, this
writer is for ftripping it of every doftrine that is foundul in na-
ture and reafon 3 though there are feveral important dorincs
of that kind, . g. thofe relating to the
dence of God, and a flate of future
tianity was manifeflly intended 10 (rnm'm and cftablifh, and fee
in a clearer cconnt of it, it con-
fifteth wholly of fpecula l, snintelligible doc-
trines, which lic out of the reach of reafon to determine whether
ehey be true or ulfe, or to pafs any judgment
€  inftitutions, which he pretends by the
nteffion of Chriftian divines are no conflituent parts of reli-
» . By faying they are no conflitnent parts of religion, he
nten they have nothing to do with religion,
re of no ufe or figi all : Wherens the divines e
N ,

Let. 150 Deifm f

s.vmn', &e.

rts of Scripture are myfe-

After having obferved, that man
¢, he faith, that to fuppofe that God gives

rious and u

10 prove bimin f
 certain as a being Ul per felt rectitud
fo certain it is, that not any thing ir
found on a frict enquiry unrevealed, . ¢. not u
“ men of learning, p
The defign of this i
in the Bible, even in the . of it, wh
underftood by men rning and diligence, the whol
or, if there be any circumftance in the revelation ubrun, it
cannot be a true divine revelation. B
be fuppofed, that in a revelation defigned not merely fo
one particular age, but for the ufe of mankind in every fuc
ceeding age, 25 th and ‘Jw of the gie elt
importance, fuffic
there may be fome
which afterwards are clea ther inquir
Sl fescch, by comparing etitiont il cAEnis
may not things which are fevealed to s as far s it is neesffary
they fhould be fo, yet have fome things attends
sianner of which we are not able clearly to expl
BB Pk 18 he i bty bper anéreit
called natural religion, felating to the providence and
of God, the divine eternity, immenfity, omai
tion of the world, &e. ? And muft we rejet wha
underftand, and the giéat ufefulnefs of which we clearly appre-
hend, becaufe there i omethiag relting o it which we canaot
diftin@ly conceiv
As to the ohu
trines of
abfolutely u(uL!~
anfair reprefentation he h
Thus he fuppofes Chriflians to maintain i
ture, inal, \mLompmmLu‘]
« fpirit, fould, like one of the derived, anw od, mate
« rial, human fpecies, have a Son ©.”  As if Chriftians under
ftood God’s having a Son in the fame grofs, literal, and carnal
fenfe, in which one man beget

rifler 2. And

o infinu:

articular doc-
or at leaft as
this intirely up»u.n upon

plea

» Deifin fairly Stated, p. 26
p- 66
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they re

muft it gi

to his authority a :

count as to_our obedic

¢ fit to ‘Lr'w it cor will have it in his power to fulfil his own g
them that believe and obey

doftrine of our redemy
b Iy

ad fufferings of o

ht in the holy Seri feveral other thing

moft cvery Deiftical waite

5 good for-nothing, 4

ence to the world in general, than there b et e
that has rade triumphant in the Chriftian
e o 1
the coming of Chuif
as the greateft evil
i

at mankind
W The doétrine he here refe

judging the world by Jefus Chrifl. But this, rightly confidered,
is @ nobl of the gofpel fcheme, ble of being in

y, their human §

giécioustindivia
«.wm(, d made th ad by whom as the great
vied on his gracious defigns for recovering man-
ruinous and loft eftate, is appointed to be the

and difpenfer of future retributions. And
f appointing Chrift to be the
i \‘.\n(p m ve kingdom and

le care ) as been takeni to
true Chriftian

flrut them and the other heathe:
delivered in the b

with his_heavealy o
g can be fuller of comfort
of mankind ik

it Say ; B

orld in the Father's name; fince it yields a f §jidtould odilp

that it is the will of God, that the mv‘ ¥ y eligion they profels, but not
i th ¢ not o from <N'

, not with the utmoft rig
ke all proper ¢
a
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i, fairly Stated, &,
A View of the Dessrroar Writers, Let. 15, s

, and to re:
d w s certainly very un-
cafonable and unfair to make nity anfiverable for the
ufes and corruptions it condemneth.  If every thing muft be
d which hath been abufed, government and civil polity, i
ge and literature, religion, liberty, and reafon itfelf Fo oty
moft remarkable things in the tra we are now. s e
that the author will not allow that the moral
erly ‘m‘;'[l: ;):: .': . i not take upon him o
iftianity amiable, have de 3 by of 3 rend
ccepts ; whereas in fr D ifin /.m// Stated, &
I precepts are but borrowed ware, the lithed ani e <
property of the Deilts, and as much diftinguifhed from Chrif- s 3 S o
Chriftianity is from Mahometanifm. Thus he hath “ 5 ek A e dan anncpdtra i s
at an admirable expedient to firip Chriftanity of what o e i b Ll A i b
h been hitherto eftcemed one of its principal gh)ms' the % C R il
and excellent precepts which the great Author of our re- iter'; an o Sl
aght and enjoined in the name of God, and to inforce : v,—mgm charge s
7

e revelation, and of the

e Gofpel, hough to st and

d r , feiled. Deifn fiirly flted and
authori pr g motives, feems to bsonc i n 3 ]um ioia st sty : J
of the ‘\ ten iethew hich 1 divine revelaioncould be gven were other anfwes to Deifn/airly fe
to maol SiFnlogs hii we ol o G g 1 thall conclude my refletions upon it w
world was funk into an amazing darknefs and corruption, there b Fissaed et Aabia e fspers
was nothing that was more wanted, than to have a pure fyftem o i dudt
of morals, containing the whole of our duty with refpet to ] PR S T e
o \; c Hyfh ning . o d\ i 5 v {]P of (‘w Dﬂh)(.\’ writers, and the ftrange liberties they take in mif-
God, our neighbours, and ourfelves, delivered not as the opi- reprefeating the fenfe of the Chiliian writers. v
of wife men and philofophers, but 3 the Jaws of God
» and enorced by al he andtons of  divne autority, ot be improper e to tike fome noticeof ¢
= ]“’ "’*"‘d’ z ] 1 inft the aunthority of ﬂw {acred writings in the
Sl 1 ;mm’[u o's Letters on the Study.and Ufe of
he wor /utme of it, Yk of hok hath ufed his utmoft efforts to fub-
,’1 (,;‘/J of e e ri But the method he has
1 his remars on = g ms ot to be well chofen, nor
bis great man had

Chubb's pofth. works, vol. i.

4th edit. See above, Jes, vil. p- 90. marginal note.

fully

conf
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Let. 15. BovLixcs. ont

Chriftian clergy, thr

tranfmitted to us f nu

ruptions; and that the many differenc

the fenfe of Scripture fhew that it

tha r}-uc is now no certain
efe

ving confidered and obviat

o Lord Hvtmrm ke's Letters on the
ofpecially as far as they relate to Ghrift

u\m‘n wres, he
nd would not have

London, 8vs,

irety pubifbed

1753 About e o e
the Right Revercnd the Lord luiln)p of Clygh

Tk

Vindication of the Hiftories of the Old m
anfwer to the Objetions of the late Lord B inghro hv which
he hath both detected and expofed fever ul miftakes his Lord~
fhip had fallen into with refpect to other ancient authors W
he cites, and hath vindicated the facre
tempts made in thofe Letters to invali
vine authority. Thefe i
Bolingbroke's Letters.
old T/v//mur, , are the um nfwers T have feen to hi:
an the Study and Ufe of Hiflory. But we fha
to feturn to noble Lord, who afterward
polthumous works appeared ftll m

tian caufe, and even againt v

hom.
writings againt the ar-

fome of the moft important pr

Thefe Refletions are to be found ia
work, 10 which the reader is referred.

ond volume of this

a declared averfion,
hom they
upon to be

(,mAu.\n
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of the Drtsticar Writers. Let. 16.

@&;ﬁg&%
At S
i\ G‘”«i Yo @us;L

LETTER XV

Mr. Flume a fubtil and ingenious woriter, but extremely
feptical, and fond of novelly e propefs fo free meta
plfcs from ibat jirgon and obfeurity which bas ferved
only as a fhelter 1o fuperfition and ervor.  His dofirine
concering the elation of Caufe and Effec? examined. He
declares, that the knowlege of
bigheft impartance, and that all our reafonings ¢
matter of faél /ud experience, and concer ning
ence of any Being, are founded wpon it Yt
hinif 10 few, his thire is 0 real commexion bettiicen
Caufe and Effeél, and that there can be o cer! tain, o
even prabable reafoming from the ane ta the otber.

ions upon the great abfurdily and permicious confe-
quences of this [cheme.  The inconfiflencies this write
bath fallen inty

S IR,

 Now fend you fome obfervations upon Mr. Hume,

ous witer, who hath lately appeared it the Chr

et in s manner whiéh focms o have fomething
nd different h

in what he Jays concern
ition of this book,
have now be

50. This gentler
m a very met: phy

obvious o cvery jud ader, that hk hath i

¥ carried feepticifin t nreafonable height 5
and feemeth every-where t air of making new obfes

tions and difcoveries. His writings feem, for the moft part, to

be caleulated rather to amufe, or even confound, than to in-

ca the ui ading.  And there are not

few

opiniol
you:

If we were to form 2 judgmen ¢
¢ give of them,
ing them, our n e
their advantage
metaphyfieal {pecal
“ lowing EfT

of the
he 11
i pon fub-
, from which, uncertainty has hitherto detcrred the
bfcurity the ignorant.” He propofés “ o u

ies of the different S’hJLR of Philofophy, by r

ciling profound eng; le i h
velty ;” and thinks

h with no-

helter to fuperdlition,
crtakes to ¢ banifh
< taken puhdl.un of metay
¢ difgrace upon them b
f Ph

and which is indeed of a
licat the &
is wh
where he obferves, t
< ofity, to enquire what is the nature of
affures us of any real and

y Library, Hobbes 1, 40696172



A View of the DeisticAL Writers. Let

may know what it really i then our way will be ¢

He obferves, tt
“ fary to the fubfiftence of our fpe
« our condut in every circumftance
« life. Without this, we
“ means to ¢
« producir

ot

ce o

e lum able to adju
cither to the
And, accord-

und ail our reafonings, con-

And by this alone we

is of the .w'uu importance to
lation of caufe and »rhu Let us now fee what
e gives us with regard to that relation.

that this relation can pn[ﬁbl_\ be known

pain
{mm‘ for. e 1, it ence. He had id it o wie prin
om experence exn dt bett onl

v]-,“um‘n

of fuch an inference, is

paft and future; but that it is impoffible
¢, from experience, (hould prove femblance :
not fuch a refemblance, all experience

1 Effays, p. 89, 6o. P2
1bid

Mr. Hu x k. 261
conclu-
¥ by ex-

ever able to mn,m end any
« them ", ientiy c

“¢ or imagination betwixt one object, and its ulua
that cuftom, @ b

wards, {peaking of the
like other inft

fon from one to the other, is,
netion which anites the effeft to the caufe, or of the force,
power, or cucigy, in ufe, which produces the effect;

fer the one

, nor reflectic

author offers on this head, had been only to
ius, and fhew how

T even of thofe
ty, we fhou

his readers, with a |

1‘ \rv\u J\» al
ufe and effe

o of ek y great importance

the founda-
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Let. 16. Mr. Hu M E.

of it, or how it s
n to caufe and ¢
ot b certain of any fuch ching, 18 power o
e cannot conceive or explain preci
But this is a very
nnot metaphyfically ERE ey

becaufe
onfifts, or

o the exiftence of

fe operateth upon the cff we may, in many ca
that there is o conneétion between them 3 and ¢
where there are ¢ pro e arc povers cor-
refpondent or adequate to the production of
mind, in foch cafes, when it fees an effot produced, isled, B
hich ,“‘; ‘ et undoubued gl spuiming lege that

! confiten there muft be a caufe which hath a power of prod
elfe mml ” st Je i meuml without any cay
in mature hath any power of producing it
ft of all abfurdities. He urgeth, that

d from if, to cc

ot Jl\' nothi

which is the greatef
muft be allowed, that when we know a power, we know

that very circamftance in the caufe, by which it is enabled

ould enter upon

robafed ot
e . ¢ the effect.”  And then he afks, “ Do we pre-
‘ the nature of the human foul,
, orthe apitude of the o to pro-

1
Sy Hyou
i by

annot «;1.\” how this is done.

u"l s to prove, that we can have no a
or power 3

explain how it operateth, wiould uly

¢ modern Cartefians, who deny
nd aferibe all

d canfe:
t of the manner i
and fo we are of the manner or

upon Mr

pon a wrong four
Phat e i cven the Sup
2 fufficient reafo

diftin@tly explain the mann ohje y
¥ afing all energy

P 129, & feq. * Hume's Philof
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w of the De1sTicaL Writers, Let, 16.
ft matter7.” He here feems to cenfiire it as a wrong
rguing, (© deny that a thing is, becaufo we cannot
the manner how it is 0
fufficient reafon

oning againt power
principle; and indecd, by
I {cheme, there is too much
pprehend, that he had it in view to deny all force
1 all power whatloever, in the Supreme, as well

¢ alt 1o reprefent it as ver

tain. I thin entleman would have done by
fid, as e us s his own country, e
ery we fee ¢ AJum\ that there
thing in nature; but we cannor conceive how

oducing caufe
Ramfay’s principles of natural
and revealed religion, vol. . p. 1o

Thirdly, A third remark is, ths o acyioms an s argu-
ings, on this fubject, are contrary to the moft evident dictates
of common fenfe. Such is that, where he afferts, that not
fo much s a probable argument can be drawn, in any cafe,
Al wixt caufe

from exp

and efic¢t ; or from whenee we may conclude, that from 4

caufe we may expet fimilar effe s, e g,
rding o bis way of reafoning, it cannot fo much as proba
y be conclu crienice, that if a quantity of dry
i 3 be applied toit, it

way u‘«mnﬂumx. will
No probable reafon can be
hud the cffect in

e mind is determined

ye hat the underftanding

n the operation. But furely, when, fiom obferva-

| experience, we come to know and judge of the orc di-

that from fuch

aufes, fo circamftanced will follow.
'(\L'u is perfecly rational. And it is a ftrange way of talk-
that, even from a number of uniform experiments, we

me's Philofophical Effays, p. 117, 118, 2 Ibid. p. 61,

canpot

Let. 16. M. Hums. 265

cannot fo much as probably infer a_conneftion between the
canfe and the effect, the fenfible qualitics and the fecret powerss
he reafon he gives, is, that <
4 the corfe of nature may change ; and th
“ no rule for the fature ; expericn
“ ference or conclnfion®.” But is the probability of a thing
deftroyed, according t any way of reafoning allowed hitherto,
Becanfe it is barely pofile it may happen otherwife, though
there is ten thoufand 1o or s Uit? Mr, Hume, clfewhere,
when arguing againft mir it down as a principle, that
there is a conftant uriformity in the courfe of nature, never to
be violated ; but here, in order to fhew, that no probable rea-
fon can be brought from experience, concerning the connetion
of canfe and cffe, he fuppofes, that there may be a fufpicion
that the courfe of nature may change. Thus this Gentleman
knows how to affame and alter ymmplcs, as beft fuits his own
th us to conclude, that the
e e oo of e
Being, who made the world, and fet-
tled that law and order which he judged fitteft and propereft;
and then reafon leadeth us alfo to conclude, that, except in very
extraordinary cafes, the fame order will continue ; and extra-
ordinary cafes o s Hindie.the probeblly of the ordi &
courfe.  So

conclufion concerniny

t of reafoning®. But why is
bit here mentioned in oppofition to reafon, or as
exclufive of it 2 May.they not both concur? It is evident, that
often go together, and mutually firengthen one another.
Caftom alone, without reafon, is often not to be depended on :
BiL i il e reafon gives its fufffage; and, in all argui
1 philofophy, reafon argues from fimilar caufe
o il e by el e e, i inference
and the inferences It muft not be fai
often fo obvious, that it carries conviction by the v
tion of the human mind, which naturally acquicfceth in it as
fatisfaltory. 1t feems evident, that the Great Author of our
beings hath formed our minds, fo as to reafon in this manner 5
and he would not have done this, if it had not been both of

® Ibid. p. 73,

great
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Let. 16.

in homan life to 1  infer and if there
4 real foundation

ter himfelf ow o

ever pretend to #ifpute.the authority

“ rqc(r that great guide of human life : But

allowed a phi vher to have fo m

mite the priniplé of human muare, which ghes

ity expesistics
e 6o Ve Bl ok ooy, e n\r
1 this Gentleman hath given of it in this initance, many
ot to conclade, that there is @ great difference, and:
even oppofition, between philofophy and common fenfe; that
what is fo obvious and apparent to the common fenfe and rea-
fon of mankind, that he and @ madman, who doubts
of it5 yet in philofopt ¢ ch as probable
Another inftance, in which our author’s fcheme is fot very
reconeilable to the common féntiments: of mankind, is, that he
fags, dhar * thongh we learn, by experience, the frequeat con-
junttion of obie€ts, yer we are unable to comprehend any
“thing Iike cotnedlizn berween them ;- and that there appears
« ot in alt nature any thing like conneffion, conceivable by us;
all events are entirely loofe and feparate ; one event follow

buc we never oblerve any tye betwixt them they

4 feem; conjined, bt never conneé it is evident,
unétion or con-
tion, as betwixt

Gion in this café is not merely

¢ n is pleafed to reprefent it's

this very connection in our thoughts is founded o n:aicon
ion which e perceive in the things themflycs.

not conneét aufe and effect, becanfe we think them

but e perce m to be conned

¢ fo: Nor is this owing merely
minds, but there i
j emark which occurs to me, upon co
th fallen into feveral
inconiiftenc @ions : 2 decd, it is not to be
wondered o arg: T mmon fenfe,
however fuby d nious b y other , fhould alfo
i i 1 have Mu‘ynkuv' tice of th
h experienc

in, an
e argument can be b

¢ 1bid. p.azo

Let. 16, Mr. Heme
1 yet in his fisth effy, which is concerning prebability; h
that esperience may not only furnifh probable conclu-
3 Juch
or doubt or op-

 owns; that there is
ind from obfery
y b
B Al e very
s, that * all our red-
of analogy; where the caufes
is perfett; and the inference
s certain and conclufive

ming;
uch exc
ngs are founded ¢

pnetion in our thoughts,
that  there isa

Where he m ms to u.rmw it fiene e eraLensmeiioniaho
conneétion in our own mqu>
of

3 otherwife we muft
And he obferves, that

Ibid. p. 170,

1710
¥ Ibid.

« there
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AView of the DetsTicAL /)

“ there is o fuch thin

therefore muft be acknowleg

manner oi their caufality : And he himfelf,

i of the comneftion of our ideas, dif

courfe of his reafoning, he really leaves n
diftinét from fimilarity or refemblance,
be mentioned, as another inflance of his \'\u,mhuu), that he
frequently makes power, and neceffary conneflion, the r
thing; and argucs, that if there be dny conne€tion betwixt c
t muft be a neceffiry one 3
a canfe, that is not neceffrily connefted with the e
And yet, in on Liberty and Ne when rpL Soe
of the influence of motives n i 2
562 A s il poniole it the a8oc, 3 mul
« cficemed a caufe, and be looked upon as an inflance of
« neceflity which we would cftablith ?:* Where he plai
fuppofeth, that it s not effetial to the notion of 2 canfe, tha
itis infallibly and alway connected with the ffeét ; but
is fufficient, if it be ulually joined with it. And
that “ all caufes are not
¢ conflancy and un
and Neceflity
buile upon the icheme he had advanced in his SR
with relation to caufe and effect, is really not reconcil
In all his reafonings in thofe Effays, concerning eaufe and efiect,
he had argued that there is no foch thing as 7 netion
ced any conneétion at al A
upon:this fcheme, it s idlc to tal
or moral canfes = And yet
y argues
neétion s thou L—», he will only call it a conjunétio
and effect: And he all slong fuppofeh the in

have us begin'the qu:ﬂmu concerning Li
the ficulties of the foul, Bt by exsonine

and of brute unintelligent mat

s, he obferves, that “ it is

’s Philofophica » Ibid. p.32 84
* 1bid.p. 93, 103. 15 d. p. 4 Ibid. p.138.
7 Ibid

Let. 16, y 159

Iy allowed, tha
ed by a neceffary
¢ cilely determined by the nature and cnergy of its
in fuch partic alar u‘wmnm-‘ o
ed from the operation of its caufe .

t < the conjunétion betwixt mofives
a

he exprefly afferteth, th

and effet,

an acknowlege caufe an o ek, s gheoon:

o o L i D

the liberty of human actons, _And

i e objection

e raifed againt SR 5 Dl aoeeds it

if voluntary ations be fubjeéted to the fame laws of

with the operations of matter, there is a continued

« chain of neceffary caufes, pre-ordained and pre-determined,

« reching from the original caufe of all, to every fingle voli-
“ tion of ever t While we act,

w»vh,»uv ve y
w0 the m,m»mun “had advanced in ¢
there can be any juft foundation for

loofe, fepara

follow one another, without connection
therefore there can be no continued chain of neceffary caufes at
2l "This would be the proper anfwer, according to th
ciples he had Lid down, if he had thought thofe principles
would bear, But he hath not thought fit to make ufe of it;
but, in contradition to his own fcberme, feems here o aduit
a chain of neceffary cau 1 moral, in order to
foad providences and ¢ objection as unan-

, our author’s extra-
ordinary fcheme; and the obfervations that have been made,
may help us to judge of this gentler haraer as a writer,
whether it deferveth all the admiration and applaufe, which he
himfelf, as well as others, b g to beftow upon it

P 147

+ Hume's Philofophical Effays, p. 131, 132 ¢ Ibi
» Ibid 7 158 * 1bid. p. 163,
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A View of the DEtsTICAL Writers.  Let. 16,

We may fee, by what hath been obferved, b
aafvered what he had prepuced the reader 1o b
and recifion, in his way of treating
fujects. He had particularly pl(n)hJ with

energy, “ to fix, if pofible,

egard to power,
e precife meaning of

force, an

« thofe terms; and thereby remove part of that obfcurity

which is fo much comp

d of in this fpecies of philo-

What Mr. Hume hath offercd, concerning caufe and effect,
puts me in mind of a remarkable’ palage in Lord Bulingbroke
1 fhall mention on this occafion.
ihip) we acquire of ap-

xeal aufality, or that

by which one being atts
" We may call ehis by dif-

, according to the dif fects of it; butto
« know it in its firlt principles, to know the nature of it,
“ would be 1o know as God himelf knows ; and thercfore
« this will be always unkoown o us, in caufes that feem to
noft under our infpeétion, wl.‘.mn 15 tha are

hofe  plilo-

moft remote from it.”  Aud b

@ 2 real
znomena, reject it be

ciits ca o
and how it is % This may fe
¢ s more to be wondered
He indeed gives
ing of his fixth

mulk be harn
f fo much groundlef
s, in his twelfth Effay
1y, he gives o
vs, that * the grand

fputes of the fceptics, is fo
{ ar. And

<lation of caufe and

c infifls upon thefe

> Hume' L flays, p. 102, = Lord Boling"
broke i e T4 Fuints Philofophical Effaye

em, L,, (faith he) here is the chief, and m |
« objeétion, to exceflive fcepticifm, that no durable a |
“ ever be expected from it, ins in its .un

o the Pl ¢

ndency
h b

on
w.[ oo difpiayedia & gre
< or benefit to fociety

firat reafoning whi
juftly conclude, that

| of mo real ufe or ¥

But it were well, if the worft thi

author's exceffive hgpl'u[m were, t
s he b

e will foon apper, e
o

Mr. Ho ms 271

for the time t, to deftroy all affura
And then he adds, tht

« thefe arguments
length, if any durable w;ud

ould ever be

And |

always

reaforing bich 5 o
ght to be rejected, as falfe and

d of our
t it s trifling and ofelefs
managed it
But you will prok

y be of opinion,

iid of this g , and b

1 am, &

hical £ 4 Ihid, p. 7

Hobbes | 40696172
University Library, Hobbes I, 40696172



iew of the De1sTicaL Writers. Let. 17,
ERAGIIT

~
§

PNy

a4 &

LETTER XVIL

Obfervat s Effay concern
ﬂ providence and a future flate. His attempt 1o foew that
i
f
£

ations on My, Humie’s Effay concerning a particular
we cannot jufly argue from the courf of nature 1o a par-
ticular intelligent caufe, hecaufe the fubjes? lies
beyond the reach of humd experience, and becan
is a fingular caufe, and verfe a fingular Lfm’
and iherefore we cannot argue by a comparijon with any
other caufe, or any other effeét.  His argument /,mm;mvi,
whereby be pretends to prove, that fmce we know God
only by the effecls in the sworks of naiure, we can judge
of bis proceedings no farther than we now fee of them,
and //uYL

re cannot infer any rewards or punifbments

beyord whas is already knewon by expericnce and abjorv
sion. The ufefulnefs of believing future retributions ac-
bmr/.’qqm by Mr. Hume, and that the contrary doflrine
is inconfifient with good policy.
SIR,
| 11 appears from what was obferved in my former letter, that
few writers have carried feepticifin in philofophy to a greater
height than Mr. Hume. 1 now pro
in his writings that feem to be more directly
rinf religion. Some part of wha he

s concerning Human Un
ert the very foundations of natura \mww, ori
moft important principles. Another part of them is particu

ft the proofs and evidenc i

The former L what I fhall firk confide

ironiices “rhat He aifers¢i thia <L ab-Loopicel b ies
advanced by a friend,
them. He propofes fome objedti

pretends by o m

approve of
ns as from himfelf, to b
friend’s

Mr. Huwm

princip 1 v i

veprefented Exper

obferve, that this
drawn from

meaning of this is not
allowed, that we do n

Hobbes | 40696172
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are or inferen
bfervati

efs, that one
ble mind to refift the
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~—

* grees of the es, We can neve

* blind ungni “ fer or fuppole by any ru

“ drawn from ¢ “ the great fource of our r
“ any particular ca « tacitly confider ourfelves as in th of the

“ ing, and conclude, that he will 1 occafion ob
¢ « the fame conduct, whic burfelves in his fituation would

das re ¢ and eligible. Whereas it mu

J evidently appear contrary to all rules of analogy to
o ts of men to thofe of a Being
T E ior—fo remote and incom

ferred from the re-

be proved *,

a ligious hypothe no reward or hment expected or
o d of regarding this “ “ dreaded beyond what isalready kr and obfer-
¢ fent life, s as the fole objeét of “ vation 1,” ~Thisis a faithful extract of the argumens

effay, drawn together a
tions with which it abc
1 fhall now make a few remarks
The whole of his reafoning dej

as I could, withont the

when once we have traced an effect up to i

ver afcribe any thing to the caufe
tioned to-the effect
nor can we infer

eafon to give
it at prefent
hat

€ willall be f ded on experience and obfervation. But {
i > us only by bis produétions, and
il in the Univerfe, not comprehended under
or g m whofe expericnced attributes o \ its power, and

ute or quality in

¢ Ibid. p. 2
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Let. 17, Mr. Hume. 279

rnilh farther convining proofs of the wif-

dom of the g
In ik 50 there are num-

miel | berlefs things i hich lead us to re-
this may one with refpect to man him ent Being. And there

l‘ 0w by cxpe : nd conduét
ja ¢ way of ars d -
| old withrefp But furcly when it is only for want of
| me from the confi Ks to the know- and confidering them in
exiftent and t Being, we may they appear to us with 2

very jalt infucha cafe to

stutely perfec canfo
e eth to fet the good

le to produce certain effeéts

r our prefent notice and obfer-

Gt regard to_ the jultice
ernor of the world

ighteoufne
We ma fc
of the excel

t that comes 1
enough to be convinced, +that i formity of
planted in us b

rewards of v

i P
conftitution of things ; th

T

fer ad
other ad

not be denied, that there are n
mon obfervatlon, in which vice f;
and vi

"he proofs of the wifdom and pe

ue to be expofed
oncluded from thi

*.of the Supreme Being, <o that he wi ey

Hume’s Philo

upon 2 falles knowlege of the
Soi)

orks r oce
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A View of the Detsticar Writers

fituation woul emba. reafc

alogy, to reafon from the
0 thofe of 2 Being fo differ
mote and incomprehenfible -, But thor
abfurdity t0 pretend (0 tic down th

T

—

n;m
,ux<

we u ay reafonably e
0 the infisiely fuperior perfeét
great Author of the Usiverfe, il taig care to 1

ions in the
move all

n infini

reflecting on the operatior

and avgmenting thofe qualities of goods
hout bound or lim Philsfifhic
ince therefore we cannot pofibly help regirding

{ti 1 righteoufnefs, as neceffary

éter, and as among

ingredients in a worthy

the nobleft excellencies o

Mr. Hu M E. 281

time or other, and taking in_the whole of c\iﬂenr’ virtue,
though now for a time it may be greatly d oppreffed,
il aceewith eseine et i s rckedogs T
10w it may feem to profper and triumph, fhall
ment. Since therefore, by the obfe
hath often happened, that in the prefent courfe of human,
, good and excellent perfons have been unhappy, and ex-
‘to many evils and fuffer and vicious men
fperous circumtinces, and have had a
fluence of all worldly enjoyments even to the ends of
as this gentleman: himfelf elfewhere ex-
it, ** fuch is_the confufion and diforder of human
iirs, that no perfect oeconomy o re
happinefs or mifery; is in this life ever to be expe
feems reafonable to conclude, that there Mhall be

and

ure flate

of exiftence, in which thefe apparent irregularitics fhall be fet
right, and there fhall be a diftribution of rewards
and punifhments to men according to their moral conduct
There is nothing in this way of arguing but

and to the natural fee
of the human heasr. fiate of et
neral be probable, many doubts 1
i

fe in our minds concerning it, an exprefs rev

utions, would be of the

confider w
tion to it.
Tume feems to all

ft, yet he own

r 5 its influence on their life and conduct mu
b attempt to difabuf

;i t 1 know be

o Sallo sherm 5 good

free men from one reftrai

infringement of the

niversity Library, Hobbes |, 40696172
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Y

f the DEIsTICAL W7 Let. 17

are ».” 1 think it follows

82 AView

# in one refpeét more’ eafy and f
me this by his own account, that
t, the part of  friend to-the public
publifhing this E(fay, the man nifeft defign of w
fuade men, that there is no jult foundation in reafon for x-
peiing a future ftate of res a

nceflion he here makes very favour
deth in the next page; concersing the iy
allowed by the ftate to
his own-way of
if hek

he did not act a-wife or

good

etoeo the pesples sad-the § incipal
s to be to fhew = th

harmlefnefs of that ,1‘\10{nmnv) s Toft

of thofe
good policy 5 and

principles and
P

foaniie .\\ in n
3. then fach

s '! uity <lr'(-’/
nd reafonings;

« may really be a defect

érys-10€ of Jound rec

od, which
d
U l)\u\ oW
intecedently, n
g » 7

tion to

cording to hi

exerted or-difcovered to the fall in hi

Let. 17. Mr. Hume,

before, \m he

“That it would be flattery and
e any atuibute or perfection to God a
And now I leave it to you to judge of i
is under to this writer. In one part of this Effay
an attempt. to fubvert the proof of the exiftence of (,\‘4, o
fupreme inteligent caufe of the uriverfe, - And here he infinu-
) v\‘ t it would be wrong. to aferibe any perfection or at-
t > him . And the main defign of the whole Efl 1y
51 B o' giéniscat T G Wi any of his
, to make it probable that there fhall be rewards and
in a futore flate, though he acknowlegeth
ntage to mankind to believe them,
You: will: not wonder , that this gentleman, who
hath endeavoured to fhake: the foundations of natural religion,
fhould ufe his utmoft u’Jm to fubvert the cvidences-of the
Chriftian reve hat he this way will be
L 5

tion in us to afcr

offe
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| |
& Let. 18. Mr. Hunr.
\ f the DErsT1cAL Writers. Let. 18,

uthor of the P}

L'ETTER XVIIL
1
ﬁw i examination of M. Uumc;El’

afon-
fore him.  He had taken

know how mu
}
g
Hre, there is an uniform Mpm ence ,vg tr/t the exiff-

ence of a Joewn, that
wit from experience, to prove 1

| They are capable of being proved by p per

| This applied to ke refurvedian of Ch .
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DristieaL Writers. Let, 18,

e obferves, That the val and credibi
holly founded upon experience: That in
i a.u.lm.\ is 1o be depended upon, we b
Jance the oppofite circun which doubt
or uncertainty ¢ the evidence
be deftroyed, cither by the contrar

dic
y

tu*mm,, or by the confideration of the
nfelves h partake
Sl there are two oppofite experiences with

1d to them ; and that which is the moft credible is to be
though fHll with a diminution of its credibility in
proportion to of the other which i
That t h ftill more firongly in

contrary to the laws of nature.

aft the exiftence of any mira

perience amounts to a full and entire pr
ore any telfimony 10 be a proofof a miradle, is
fll prof for a miracle, oppofed to avother full proof in t
fe thofe proofs deftroy

nature gainft it, m\
one Finally, That
mony con niracle, exce
mony fhoul jszanlo

impoffible for us to !w W the
rwife than from the experience whi

ons, We cannot be fure that which

are contrary to all our experience, an

nature : And therefore miracles are impoffible to be proved b

of this firft part of Mr. Hume
ow proceed to a more particu

examination of
It is manifeft that the main priv

of his whole

, which lieth
hy

i~.

i a cléar idea of it, or of what this writer p

ot eafy 1o ¢

Philofophical Effays, p. 174

we know  the relation between ¢

ne time had endeavoured to

that experience canuot furnif

nt concerning

y connetion betwist < s
n from the © to the
n expericice, to
to prove the exiftence of
8 ‘ml"\ 5 becaufe th
b of buman exferience ;

o proct aka fatonc v ec

concerning proyiden

pr

th laid down, viz

guide in rea foning concerning maters of fa
at the queftion we are nos

nts, as the author feem:

What

cernis our own particul
fonal experience, or is it the S e

A it the experience of fome others
underfiood thus, that cvery

Hobbes | 40696172
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ence of all mankind, or of fome
referred to be the experience or
i of mankind, how can ¢

only, or of

ot totheirs? But ibthee

o be the c\y"‘ ience of

S mackin it ghsat ALl tale n the Sypersccs berh
of all men in the prefent age, and of thofe in paft ¢ i
ages; and it muft be acknowleged, that this rule and crit

s ot eafily applicable. For will any man fay, that we are to

the experience of
, to take in what

clieve no fadts but what ar
mankind in all ages 2 Are we in ord
foever any man or me

a&s of which we ourfelve
en on this view of the ca

believe any paft fadts, ¢
had fenGible evidence > Ex
y fadts of a very extraordinary o
encd out of the common courfe of thi
ave been inftances in the experience and ob
this rate experience

rent nations and ages. And
the belief even of mira
, of w hvg'\ there have been feveral inftances recorded in

the hifiry of manind.
But farther, in reaforing from experience, either our own
or that of_others, concerning matters of fac, it is to be con-
fidered, what it is that we propofe to judge or determine by
nce in relation to them. Is it whether thefe fat
3 sbable, or whether they have

e poffibility of fats, expe

ation of fimilar events known to o
¥ . T

her they
BT T

indeed, or the
or other
not th

may affure us

the contrary is impoflibl

ence cannot decide any thing at

iy becaufe we ba

1 no experi-
is contrafy to our own obferva-

Let. 18. M. Huom

of matters of fat,  ther

& gumentsin the cale, t
« courfe of ot there-
fore can be brought to demonftrate 2 7 or fadt to be im-

pofi ke, lerely besable 3¢ i o
abfervation and 2

capa bl of €l
regard to facts,
perience; or the oble
felves or others, may be o
judgment concernir

conce

n obfervation of
afes and eff
d upon

fimilar events,
cannot give us
cannot cert

of a fac or event of
can we conclude, that
or that fucha fadt hat

her a fact or
evidence, hith
A

er artfully confe
is therefore is what we are
of hutian teftimony, and how far it is to b

¢ Hume's Philofophical Effays, p. 62
YoL.L U And
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av Writers. Liet. 182

Iy to

Th C"l*n'L,
he refolveth into
xperience, That < it is derived from no
e veracity of human
I conformity of fufts to the report

grounds of the belief of

other principle than our obfervation ¢
t

teftimony, and o

“ fhame when
“ Jitie

fcove
“ ture®.” Bul

nd ghat thefe are q
herent in human na-
much morc ftrongly
by obferving, tha the acknowlegement of
all mankind, may be fo &m\mﬂwu.l a: produ
Tible affurance, or an evidence fo firong, ¢

expreffech it in another cafe, no
‘would doubt of it. It is a little

< an infal-
our author
e but a feol or a madman
00 loofe un\) in general, ¢
It i

in

flitut r~1 the w u\‘«v and
t of the Author of our
hath formed and defigned us “to be
e by this evidence, which
h force, that we cannot refufe our affent to
greatelt abfur tting 2 manifeft con-
N felf, in his Effay

the_appoint

in numberle(s inft
often comes with fu
it without
i

n a parallel between mg

ured to fhew that the one

s . He exprefly faith,

that  when we confider how aptly natural and moral evidence

“ ink together, and f rgument, we fhall

make no fcrup he fame nature,
“ and d

is as much t

ived from s

ithor here obferves,
ber of circumflances to be taken into
ments of this kind: And that we
ofite circumflances that create any

hen we difcover a fuperiority on

ft balance

« doubt or uncertainty,

iffays, . 176, 1 b See con
efurrection, par 1

1 Hume's

Let. 18. M. Hump

nce in proportion to
Among_the particulars, which may
force of any argament drawn from hum
tions the contrariety of the evidence, con
cir fufpicious ©

ke poricof o whis may S boiivlon e natare of the
« fafk attefted, \u]"p(«’w g it to
« th lous.”  He .mm,lw “ in that cafe the evi-

n i diminution

“ fallen under our obfervation, here is a conteft of two opp
ces, of which the one defbroys the other
« ifs force goes; and the fuperior ¢
hich remains.”

« fite experic

te upon
This is a plaufib
A thing may be very un-

y fallacious

nd yet,

minds, who judge of every ¢ their own narrow
s \ml by what they themfe
(believe a this
cuft

en apt

1o reject

n, and

id
and provided a

But wifer m

d confirmed

hem fufficie d by good
e i g ul A‘ n at all to its cre-
Many uncommon il phenznomen of

natuse, are believed by the moft fugacious philofophers, and
the teftimony of per.

following the author's
<perience or obfervation

an objection againfk thofe accounts.  And upon t .n‘»\ leth
no fmall part of our knowlege. M, dams hath very well il-
luftrated feveral inftances, and hath juftly obferved,
‘Th he moft uniform experience is fometim d

gle teftimony 5 bm‘( c
mrm evidenc
&
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i

contrary to
ficient teftimon
nor a fufficient

man himfelf hat

AR \'l 1C

ev
\S

never in a ftate of ha and folidity,
This, according to his way of reafoning, migh
aprogf dray from conflant

as they kew i
S ‘l,(m)vrm}\«.

by which we re to jud

From the cos u.lcum

And with regard t

mony at H:'.‘ to
inft

sous ;. and fuppofe afo thak

, but M i

oper to remark he

p P
Effay defined a proof to b an ar # dravisi from

miraclé from the very nature of the fat i as entire as any ar-
“ gument from gxp can poffibly be jmaj He re-
peats this again afterward, and obferves, that  there muft be
“ an ur nft every mi e -
« wife the event would ot merit the appellation ;

wifory espercice

§ 8 e i 4. 2
ture] ¢ the proof againft

e is here a dire@t
ainft the exift-

unts to a proof,

fame cxperience
Wi thoifors e

from the ot

Hy Tt th
terly loft to

ere is in Al

argume

ence ; aind I bes
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A Vicw of the

There is one general obfervation that may be fufficiently ob-
v an, who brings wi

tention, 4 is alone {uffic

boafted o t, And it s this,

from experience, on which he layet

eth to no more than this, that we

ol “P
We cannot therefore pron
contrary to the ufual cou

hich cale no. teftimony wha

Fover

if it be pofiib
L;'Hﬂ'
it reafonable

for us to bel

form experience affordeth a full an

0 event m
jon of the Deity, as our

Dzistrcar Writers.  Let. 18,

ch an event hatk

or miraculous,

. as hath never
| J ingle inflance, this is plainly fup-
| i d which he hath no right
fe, by his own acknowlegement, mankind

esthat miracles have been really wrought,

things,
can produc:

more diff

at fuch or ftance than to A\[ according to it

|
F And itis o far from beir
| s, that fuchan uniform expe
{ <&t progf fro ture of the fact g
no_proof .\xmmﬁ it al
7 miracle he, 2
| « of 4 law of nature by pvvuuu oot of the D
¢ by the interpofal of fome iavifible agent.” Now our uni-
dirct proof, tha

expref

Let. 18.

expreffe

h it, for val

ng
which we do o

as to the extraordinas
“ moft familiar eve
« ligib

asin t

nce of it dependeth upon hi

ult to hil

e moft extraordinary and un
1 the courfe of nature is the appointment

, o aét contrary

M. Humr. 205

we may from

nably infer, that

can do many
t know that lk z.ah \\mu‘ done, 2

of any fadt
e esrgy ol thots
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dy or knowlege of
of experience, either for the ace
But though it is
courfe of things,

manifeftly proper, that thefe |
penerally take place, it wo

to affirm, that Gods ha

to thofe law

which 2 a
alfo appoint the deviations from
over-ruled on fome par

fo perfedtly forelcen from the
ending mind. ~ If things were
iation in the flated courfe,
oft wile governing
bave done) toa fixed

1l nature, It
oint

refore be becoming the wifdom of G

ccafions, deviations from the ufuial:

Such extraordinary. operations and:

awaken in. mankind-a feafe of a Su<

fer'and Governor of the world, who is. a. maft

¢ as well as powerful, Agent, and. hath-an. abfolute:

o d may alio anfwer. important; ends

r difplaying God’s julice

1 to, the divine

on extraordinary
and

,-and for b

ernment,

t can be brought from ex«
: s

3 Mr. Huwme.
refore it is far
{t the exiftence of o

x fome of the inffanc

of itfelf rem: re confiimes wood,
e of thi d
n force, be

¥ call, that it can-
not be thus fufpe by the will of God,
or by a fupernatu
perience proves, thut fire confum
of things, ©

but it yieldeth no
the force of f

an invifible 2

isan
< that has neve | or ¢

never Baving been obferved, if that had been the cafe, would
ave furnifhed cannotbe raifed

to life by- tlie
and: important end

a moft yaluable

good-evidence to ¢

> argument can be drawn from

1'a
power could effect it';
nd:contrary o theuf
Land dircct

t it could nor be cff

And now we
drawsrom th
confequenc
f our attention,
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|

the one of which ;,A“mm o

0 hi
For it \wrld be to the laft durlu
ed chis fia

¢ {ame time, but not th Hw t]nr

lull it will bc. rmm.\ ow nLd, that in a

nary 2 nature, the evidence or teflimony
ought to be very ﬂmv\y and cogen.

eafed here fo put the <afe-in a ve fe

Let. 18. Mr. Hu M.

¢ e, whetheritbe more probabl, that s p

ive or be deceived, or that the

have happened.” He pus it,

to depend upon but the teftimony of a

Tignable reafon for fo extraordinary
of all circumflance

. the refurretion of our L

Jefus
ccording to the reprefent

holy Seriptures, let us examine Whethe

tion given of it in the
all thofe circumftances to concur whic
atisfact
afonable
ings, pubhhu( by
SRy
lorious and wonder-

Let us the nhvprolx. that
ns in differe
written long before

fal Perfon was foretold extraordi-
who fF o teach and
«  them in the way of falvation, and

introduce an excellent difpen ighteon
Thet o only.the s
he place of his birth, and time of By
ed our, but it was foretold that he fhould

t the moft pei
d to the world ;
,m red life an
ate-holinefs and goo

moft

d
cxample of the m
i proof of i divine miffion he performed the 1
works, manifeftly tr «ww, the piioft ef
er of inflances, and in
a courfe of years to-

power or fk
the moft

i Mould afterwards 1
And to this he app
miffion : That
n the face of a

proof of his divine

fored the death of the cr

Nagoya University Library, Hobbes I, 40696172



pqum and effectual precautior
in from th
s of great glory,

is he thewed himfel

- —

.'\»'-wv A{'VY‘AE\

Let. 18,

bine in

. Let. 18,
he clief men of ¢ juju

in favour of 2 perfon

0 they knesy
religion

atrary to their moft in-
d by which the

othing but mifery, reproach, fuffering:
is abfolutely contrary to all the principles and

Had dece

of the hun

ng on a fer
me of God hi nf ‘\ \.(mM at the
£ oppoficion to

and who, far ‘mn
M not be brought to
to do fo b;
it 50 3 G proof of 1 Sl
they who witmefled it were thern= to ambr ‘““gj,

Jf reproachies, puncu-
in that very age made the moft fur.

past of \m.m

ey did this by onl

o who hasl been. <oicife
n aflirmed, ithout giving any proof of it, to
and 1o be exalted 2

Tord 1. All this is fuch a cor
Yot 2

nfe

Ut gout bei
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Mr. Hu m .

afe : Smn, there
{tit, and a valuable it
was becoming the divine wifdom and i

h reg;
In my next T

may be fufficient w rd to
s

e Al il
offered to thew that

proved by evide

vally given for mi

depended upon.

which can be reafon:

at
fuppofe it ©
for believ
his fec

Hobbes | 40696172
Nagoya University Library, Hobbes I, 40696172



¢ DE1sTICAL Writers. Let. 19,

ation, and lew

this accounted for vol. i
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Let, 19,

gentleman h

£ plain fenfe,
d with the f

t might feem to warra
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ave been abfo-
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f the Dr

not the worldl

sticaL Writers. Let. 19.

Let. 19. Mr. HumE.

firfk publifhers of Chrif

nd performed miracles in confirmation of it,

not merely in fmall

ticularly w
a man of rep

ny event of

y event of a more
n of the Holy Ghoft on the
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314 AView of the Dersticar Writers. Let. 19,

allow, that they may poffbly advit of proof frs
mony. The only cafe therefore in which they are
believed, is when they are pretended e i
of religion. But in this | o have both '}'» Ju‘n" of
the thing, and the general fen u of mankind agai
certainly more reafonable to believe a miracle, whei

end can be affigned for it, than to believe it when w

ht in favour

difeern any important end to be anfwered by it at all,

one of the moft valuah cle can be fup-
pofed to be wrought fe thi
Jirthe st of perlou (ot e bilieott aking in tsl
ous truthsof great importance, and to lead them i the 3
f falvation. Our author feems fometimes

on the general opinion and common fentin
A e e ol by b
knowlegement, have more generally obtaine
ages, than this, that there have been miracl
on fome occafions, efpecially in m

fir
Kind

and that they
This isa

ters of religic
are to be regarded as proofs of a divine i
principle which feems to be conformable to the natura
the human mind

‘The obfervation he makes concerning the agrecable Ennction
produced by the 4d prize m the ftrong
propenfity there is in dto the extraordin
vellous, proves nothing againt this princip e pafion of
wonder and forprize was certainly not given us in vain, but for
, and it may be prefumed, that this pafion,
rightly exercifed upon proper ob
are paturally

fird
abfurd,
they do not look up

us togeth

be abfurd ay be obferved by the way, that this write
ere b Bt ok b 1o be s 36 SRS )
cation, whereas they are very different ideas. cle,

fuppoled to be wronght by nate to the effe

for excellent ends, is i

1t is true, tl ¢
recommended to popular belicf under the notion of miracle
And fuch pretended miracles have been received without

k Hume's ER

But

re ul tha

d pre

ficulties it

when wrought in favour of the ¢
en real miracles are received with difficul
s they are wiooght i o

che prcfl hood, the prejudices of the v

Mr. HumE. 315

ablifhed fuper-

fition 0 it 3 Hl\\m re the

ate, are on the other de « Which wis

. £ Chiifianaty ot s irt appearance. Confidering the
ligion, how contr

y it was to the prevailing
lices both of Fews and Gentiles, the ftri€tnels

morals it preferibed, the fcheme of falvation through a
crucified Saviour whic
ftruments by which
d to encounter with 3 the miracles wrought in at-

it propofed, the meannefs of the in-
s propagated, and the numberlefs dif-

teftation to it could not have met with a favourable reception

in th
d:

not make its apps
at a time when

erelore sk the force of the evidess

} Hume'

e world, if there had not been tb
e of their being really wrought.
, inflead of producing belief, wou 1d rach

ption againft all f
ways found chiefly tc

arts and learning
1t be confideed, that it had not aly their inves
ir darling paffions,
es to encounter with 3 ext
;kaﬂm .\\.u tranfmitted them, as he ex-
that i

s, conld make fo gre

ad the prefer piion of many sges to plead
hmun d by

moll comvincing ev
rangenefs of the

ce have failed bei

1 could fc g detected in

t it * forms a very ftrong pre-
aral relations, that they are
i among ignorant and barba~
1 ver given admif-

y have received them from ignorant
But no prefumpion e be

the prejudice of Chiitianity, which did
barbarous age, but

5 greatly civilized, and in na-
d made a very great progrefs.
e

nations, but their
ordi

nition and Authority, which
received opinions. How firong and
in behalf of the

and the e

mi
it, have been, which in the hands of fuch

s its being interwoven with r} e m\\

prodigies and ora ki

ended mirac

ilofophical
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. Let. 19, Let. 19: Mr. Hums. 319

truth lies, and

them, that he e
which of the teftimonies is moft to edited, and will
/ give his judgment accord; This certainly is the courfe
| which right reafon prefcri
|
'\
|

ement, which probably lay in few hands ;
s not to be wondered at that they fhould
d in this affair ;
ge them to

the fecret of the ma

they were, it
wards be unwilling to own the part they ha
g fince no methods were made ufe of to

in all cafes where there is
oppolfition. of teftimony, and which it is to be prefumed thi difcover the fraud.

man him{elf would recommend o very cale; but where The next inftance he producethis the miracle e ded to
For here, nom'l‘ ftand have been wrought at Saragefla, and mentioned by Cardinal

} De Retz, who by Mr. Hume's own accou
b g by different weig] fitmmit But nly 2 man mm idvosi! o very oddly
| il mankind would judge reafonable attempt to draw a parallel between the miracles of our
| e hath (hewed himfelf fo little qu d his Apoftles, and miracles pretended to have beenwronght
img rtially in matters of this nature, that in a country where the inquifition is eftablithed, where the in
itisaars 1 of finfe, 10 ule his own phafe, will lay very lid fluence and interefts of the Priefls, the fuperftitions and prei
firels on any judgment he fhall think fi to pronounce in this dices of the People, and the authority of the civit )
canfe mbined to fupport the credit of thofe i cles, an
e a fhrict enqu

are all ¢
h now where it would be extremely dangerous to ma
par- into the trath of them: and even the exprel
concerning them might expofe 2 man to the

remaineth 10 be confidered, is ¢
ticular accounts of miraculous faéts,

us

ve as well o better attefled, than the e recorded in the evlls and Taffering
and yet, are to be rejeted fe and incred i ut that which Mr. Hume feems to
frfk inftance he mentioneth is that of the F y apon, and on which he enlarges for fome pages
; o blind and man at Alexandria, and which the les reported to have been wr
is one of the beft-attefted les in all profane
: Chis has been urged by almot every Deiftical writer b

Soho bt treatod of Miracies = Andbow itte ¢ to the pur- o
h been often fhewn,  Not to i

pofe in the prefent controverdy b
repeat what Mr. Adams hath well urged concerning it, it may iy
be fufficient to ol

. favou

ion io the imper

cen raifed upon it,

ve every reafonable
fe of this kind there is o |

ew ne
| tions upon it, tho:
notice of feveral thi

dy obferved

of miracle h the interefts of the G anfwer to

in his judicious refleétions upon

thority ¥ Emperor, were fo nearly concerned 2 Mr. Hume's Effay on Miracles, from pag
s from Tacitus, fome who were | The account Mr, Hume pretends s e vk
, even after Vefp is very unfair and difingentor

mily were nc
appear, th

any m

quir

» Tacit. Hilt. lib. 4. verfus finem. ~Sueton. in Vefpaf, cap. o Hume's Philofophical Efays, p. 196
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iew of the Deiscicas Writer

He pofitively afferts, that the

d, that the Moli mil or Jofuits were

1y to refote or detefX them : And that they cduld not dei ny the

it 0dhe ad1e, bt alsbed them 10 ouie

devil. And yet certain it is, that the J

deny many of the f b

that they afferted t
them to be fo. Particul

y infifted upon twenty-two of thol

culous f

op of Sens di

iraculous

hbithop of Paris to
erted them to be known to the whole

a e afterwa
principal wimeffes plainly detecte
tells us, wifely forbore an en

folidly 'nhur

atter fairly before his ¢
that thefe books have been

icredit thofe 1



Mr. Ho

ever may be
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cfigned to impofe upon the

ue Gener
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not to give his reader the
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Mr. HumE.

326 A7

indeed confidering

of the D

in it proper miraculous,

ow many

and how much t

———

‘.l to have been wrought

0 (o\‘ nd themfelves g
miracles mightily extol ¢
Kk perfons b od in ¢
call him.
to fo extraordin

the former were e fi

in a grave a e

s produce great §
one fent of Go. o

this purpofe have been of: ertitious obfervance ¢

phyficians, by wh : ;
{ B mil ¥ ; i,
ination, accompa
x tccompanic fances ¢ of fupe h
d o 1p < to ftrike the imaginatio ith of
Tt hath often done more in a fhe s of the well

s often made ufe of, o

The nine days devot

burfe of medicines have been

way, d >
plifh. It is not therefore to be much wondered at,
ft fuch amultitude of perfons fome

cafe was circamftanced, amid
es were wrought.  But it could not

that the cffeét would be conftant and uniform

in fome inftances, it would fail ir

eir force, not to any
tiol Bat takin
Sfpels, it is ma
They exl
cannot be f

ed th
power of imagi
orded in ¢
juft ground for fuch a pretence.

is to be fuppofed,
t, had the app:

ha l b

<th plialy by




e muft be owned to be
s of fufpicion, and whic

¢ miracles pretended to h

es, and_whom he ac-

s, and to

it may be obferved, ¢
fkilfal phyficians, nervou

convalfion
dictions, which the

feveral pr
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330 A View of the DErsTICAL Writers
by Mr. Thamaffin is full of contradictio
fallhood and perjury of the pri
witaes of the miracle, as th
proved. Many of which proofs are pafld over
M. le Gros, who undertook to anfwer hime.
witnefles and perfons concerned withdrew, to efcape
that was made for them, and to fhun the exami
which the king had ordered; and others, who ha
y the intercefion of the Ab
e certificates themfelves,
y inflances to
thofe facts, which they wete
umber. of y\w certificate
fe, and ferve
ek of e and Wi, T
drawing up thofe certificae “felations of the
and the ftyle and form of fhew that the
perfons in whofe names: the rawn, had the affiffance of
pettons of a capacity much faperior to their own. Long picces
perfeét good order, were publithed
3 V Gras

pal acirels, and of the o
archbithop of

jon and

and ¢

ranc depofe, St he
d, falfified, and emb
the relations \\

fall enol

e
farther, than acc
rtain l'm\\.‘
t

T
|

Let. 19,

tions of others 3 m did 1
¢ 3s well known, and has be proved, tha
o urch there have been inftances of perfons, who made

d pretending to be miraculoufly

E i
Such a one was Catharine des Pres, who was afterward:
convicted by her own confeffion ; of which Father Le Brun |

lar account, u,,ur des Prat. Superfiit. liv.

Cted feveral other falfe mi
;; utsbers o6, (atichureh s And

& of many poor peo-
See all

f the Abbé dr fe Paris
Coeue’s Lettres [

.y\m\, we confider th
hem with the picces that are

hood

ction, but numerous contradictions i

cles, compared v nd the picces

in juf

pr e afketh with
pood reafon,

ilt on (uch
obferves,

were Colleéted by

re fufficient to dif-

wu'm( have been juftl

New Tefta

been efrablithed.
different.

5 e
them of falfhood,




heirblood. And it gives
witneffed for fats which were de

T s o

of religion con

prejudices.  Nor can it be

fign of (,m\ of none effet
it is farther confidered, that tl
les turncd i the

——
R

o 1 fhall m :
apottles appear to 1

‘ d worthy of the divine wildom and good- -
<d defign of them was to gi g i

g |

) f of the il
. plain, that whereas before there was an entire t
e :‘:
end worthy of Ged, and d t
pofe in the moft extraord it
religion thus attelted and confirmed was It
worid, and foon tiiumphed over all oppoficion. ““31
I not put a flop to it i
I P ; il

1 confirmation of it.

ty of mommm es, and
divine power. But if we turn our

e miracles pretended to ba
the Abbé de P
valuable end.
to give a teftimor m
But we may juflly conclude fro;
0 nat cafe it would have l»u.'.u dered 25 tomle
it evident that this was the int
1d have taken care that no oppofi

ri it doth not appe € Hame's Philofophical

found out
to the caufe of the
wifdom of

ndeed will not allo
teing up of the

operatic
nued il o be

P- 159, & feq.

ign for which

to defeat the def
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Mr. HomE:

pofing it to put it to fuch a trial,
calls thof

generous fieer i
, that thefe ge

d i
1 have been made to defend

e been mentioned do

together, 1

corded in the Gofpels,

de Paris, that it muft argue a

rce to pretend to run a parallel be-
other, much more to af M

wier much furpaji the f

s how gl e

ce to invalidte the SEEA

duumm e publifhed on

G M. le Mayne, in bis
evinced the falthood of that frory in a
of o reply . And yet it is
ay fee fit fome

hath
t efforts to

xpole the My g

3t

eafy to form a d

a juft foundation forit,
is cafe the belief may be

make the princip
nft religion,
Effays, p. 204, 205

¢ this manner of con
&ion of the object with
e Phily
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faculties of the foul. And as it has been
tion, to give the denomi

fe to the internal as well

be called the

s external perceptions ;
, and the other the fre-

f-mentioned principle Mr. Hume b 1
¢ to hew, that diere is great improbabiliy againft

ous fadk, b erattefled : and
ected by this conclufion

how well foes

2 to b

to be true),

, it may not be

nftitution, may
; i to be obferved, that probble evi-

de nce for the truth or falthood of any matter of fact differs

efl from demonflration, in that the former admits of

degrees, in ¢ ;mmww:- from the higheft moral cer-
winty, down to the lowelt prefomption; which the latter docs
not.

Let it alfo be further obferved, that probable evidence is fn

its nature but an imperfe€t kin formation, the highett
degree of which can never reach abfolute certainty, or full
proof : and yet to mankind with regard to their practice, it is
in many cafes ¢ I

Mot of ou:

by the higheft degrees of
we do in confequence of
he feafons regularly fucceeding

and drink will
e T}

Rhubarb does not always purge, nor is Opium a fopor
every perfon that takes it: and yet for
fant wfe for thefe purpofes in medi

s hen toact or forbear may be atten

1l that they are of con-
In all cafes of mo-
led with confiderable
¢ man makes the leaft fcruple of doing what he
be of advantage to him, even though the thing

1age, 10 W
3o vy

7 diing

between brutes
man underflanding
y is confined only to

Aot of

s

Wwas

Let. 20, Mr. Hume,

was doubtful, and one fide of the queftion as fupportable
the other. But in matters of the utmoit confequence, a praden
man will think himfelf obliged to take notio clowett
probabiliy ; and will af [auard‘n;‘ly Agreat many
n b n r:u\ life, \\u(\»

even of

might be

and with gre :‘J.,Wm nd applicatio
over-chance, but even where the pmuzo.m) might be greatly

Suppofe a criminal under fentence of death was promifed @
pardon, if he threw twelve with a_pair of dice at one throw :
here the probability is thirty-fix to one againit him ; and yet
he would be looked upon as mad, if he did not try. ~Nothing
in fich 2 cafe would hinder & maa from tryiog, but the abfo-
lute impofibility of the event

Let us now apply this method of reafoni
religion, And fuppofing the arguments againft miracles
far more probable than the evidence for them, yet the vaft im.

of religion to our happinefs in every refpect \wm

very fufficient to recommend it to the pradtice of eyery

prudent man; and the bare poffibility that it might prove e,

were there nothing elfe to fupport it, would engage his affent

nd compliance : or elfe he muft be fuppofed to act differently

he generally does in all the other con-
he

h;\ Mr reafonings be
e to infl

ng to the pradtice of

t to wh

T
being ]m.\nnlg + lec ua now. proceed bo-confier i
Hume's asgument

Fils reafoning may be briefly expreffed in this manner ¢

We have had a long univerfal and urinterrupted experience,
that s have ‘L\m‘umd contrary to the courfe of nature,
from conftant and unvaried obfervations. We have therefore a
full proof, that the niform courfe has not been broke in upon,
nor will be, by any particular exceptions
fervation of truth depending upon, and conflantly
human teftimony, is by no means univerfel and un-
and therefore it does_ not amount (0 & ful proof,
follow it in any pas ance.
f arifing from any human teftimony,
n never equal the proof that is deduced aguinft a mira
m ('lu‘u, nature of the fact.

take to be a full and fuir Rate of this gentlema

nce

icular inft

s rea-

Z3a B
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Let. 20,

n teltimony, he
indifferently
. 1d be true. But
then the conclufion will by 1o means follow from it. But
by human teftimol
colleétion of men, the
confequent]

¢ if this be true, it
paintt @ miracle, arifing
u exceeded by

n, then indeed his fec ion w

evidence of any

n s falfe; and

weaker evidence fre it e Pall e the ol iive
fadt

to their plain intereft in’every refpect, as that any al-

teration fhould happen in the common courfe of nature, yet

thefe cvidences bei they only deftroy. one another,
RHIGE g e i
Gl nind m pence, minency in his profefio I
This objettion i e fom M. 2 A
counted to be,
e uninferrupte L 2 M
1 proof, R i il oot \v ..\.mll,u Moo o
¢ that a writer of his accuracy e o ong v i

PR e e

our reafonings concerning matters of fact, ever

N not ing vﬂ.‘\\\u.u or

cal Effays
on turn,
nof them

‘man
fied I

proof y things in his 7

e, as well as an uncom

e ver

human teftimor

ted with equal force

f nature: for dou A ho g5 dities and ip-
< relating to miracles, will as mu confifténcies,  And itwere to be
y what he cals a full proof on } e r,(_, hen you
11 the forgeries and falfhoods that are brought to S a bad
teftimony, will weaken it on 3

o be affured of the

other.
falhood of t
it by what we find in ou

tefled by twelve honelt efl i  that (€ e feem to be gratly defcen in he
she probability be increafe # Togick of probabilty, a point which Mr.
i I ¥ doubled ? 1 1 with great accuracy.” Al ot e :
the numbe el el u
(R reat appearance of accuracy in e
my ¥ great apy -
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2 of the DeisticaL Writers. Let.26
g the grounds and degrees of probabilit

degrees of affent due toit. But though what he
this way feems plaufible in gencral, he hath been f
fron b g fai or cxad i bis application of it.
< fent inclofed to me, and which you tell
awn up by the young gentleman you mention, con-
a fketch of an attempt to hew how Mr. Hum
confuted on his own principles, and is executed in fuch a
manner, that one cannot but regret that a gentleman of fo pros
mifing 2 genius, a ight have proved fignally ufeful,
was fnatched away by a fever about the l\vmnuhu.\r of m
t0 make what ufe of it
‘mcnte o with
And this obligeth me to
Y though 1 m\ pon the confutation of Mr.
um b way this gentleman hath managed it to be fubtil
ngs it doth not feem to me to be
atory, as were to be withed in a matter
it He s TINHE omA Sullos o von-
Hunz upon his own principles, becn led to make oo
ons to that gentleman, and hath procecded upon
oF s piiiplesas Ghac hud valit shich Lok may be
jutly contefted.
Mr. Hume frequently intimates, that there neither is nor can
e any certainty in the evidence given concerning matters of
€, or in human teftimony, which can be fecurely depended
and that at beft, it can be only probable. ‘And the inge
ous author of the paper having obferved after Mr. Hume, that
we can form no judgment conc ning the trath ot allhood of
matter of fact, but what is conll -
can never go higher * than pm\‘.\‘nlm_
b probable evidence is in its nature bug
“ "nxrpui S kind of information; the higheft degree of which
“ cannot reach abfolute certainty or full proof.” Where he feems
llow, that the evidence concerning matters offaék can ever
fuch a certainty as to make up a full froof. And he
ts it agiin, that ** it is confeffed on all hands, thatall our
g matters of fa& ever fall fhort of cer-
“ tainty or full proof.” And yet if we allow Mr.
nition of a full proof, that it is fuch arguments from ¢
as leave ro room for doubt or ohfeficior, the evidénce for a matter
of fat may be (6 circumfia .m to amount to a full proof, and
even 1o a certain o reafon for confining cer
ainty to the evidonee WE have by tatoion or by demontiration.
In

Let, 20. M. Hums.

epended upon,
in the laft century

ow by human teflimony,
re m 1 cannot be fare of
td to matters of

e of which

t reafoniog,

¢ would be wrong

ety TR
that the mind may

feparably «rmumﬂ huin
fe that may be

feems
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¢ feem to lic again
t miraculous fack, the

3 and in what con- ing
bétween them and fuch proof of it, 4 may not leave room for a reaf
t gh before it w

the miracle was really done
ald be done

e

{in that cafe I think probabi I
word, and not fufficiently expreflive, or properly
things of this kind. For according to Mr. Lecke's

word, that is faid to be W.‘

might feem highly improbable t
M, 7

and of which we have no

being unufual and extra
Fo

il before |

nt_only proportion \u,mmu ce wihi
dedudl

It w uu gw.u that with eth after that
s 5
3 oh degree of
ation (o paft matters of fadt, we m:

evidence may be ullly

y on Human Und

, book v, chap. xv
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AView 7[./»;‘ Dxisticar Writers, Let.

is upan
P
may be fo circumflanced as to leave
fonable doubt. And the affent to it may be as fir
as toany the moft common and ordinary event. Nor is any th my:
in thet cafe to be dedfled from the credis of the evidence, une
tence of the faét’s being unufual or even micaculous,
: vl llow me = this occafion to take notice of a
Y yete K, o which, ‘At DAVl EEEread v 1 h
bad ftudicd the point about pm..f e
with great accuracy, you g  opittn hat o the
# beft way of anfweting him would be in the way Bimfelf has
“ chalked aut by comparing the r of ,wl: m-"
“ evidence on both fides, w\i d faferior " et
you feem to fuppofe
S35 oF wiracies anit hat wpos balinting
b hth the ighr degres of praebily oughe 10 be pre.
ferred, at the fame time making @ deduéton from 1t in pro.
pomou R R e el R 5
s to me to be awrong one;
queftion_there is evidence on b
quently an oppofiion of cvidence 4. ¢.
dence aginft the miracles wroUght in proof of Chiifianty, as
well 25 evidence for them.  There is indeed pofitive firong evi-
dence onone fide, to fhew that thofe fadls were rea

is there on the
gther fide? o coun teflimony to fhew the
Slfhood by Mr. o be produced. Nor,
are u ateiding the evidence
itfelf, which may juflly tend to render it fufpicious. Nothin
S5 appoled 1T but The micalics parsks oF e Bve, o s
being contrary to the ufual courfe of nature. fis canno
properly be faid to be any vidence  prove that the £
llu[t()m, or that Y"c teftimony
y dt i to be de h
fch s ol md Sl ’ﬂfm"’«,‘,l\‘?“i?-a g
ircumitanced, it was prop
At thole Ffts (oul3 e eyond sol e o i ks

4 See d

s fully Shewn in anfwer to/Mr, Hyme, p. 254, & feq

courfe

M. Hyue 347
> of nature and expericnce was agreeable to the
om of God, ¢ ends for which thofe
were defigned, that they ff e fo: fince otherwife

they would not have anfwered the intention, which was to give
divine attellation to an important revelation of the bi e
and benefit to ma
an u.m\v.zuun of the ingenious authar of the paper you
entme, * That twelve boneft perfons fhould combine to affect
B ihood at the hazard. of their lives without any view o
« private intereft, and with the certain profpectf of lofing every
« thing that s and ought to be dear to mankind in this world,
« is, according to Mr. Hume's own way of reafoning, as great
« 3'miracle to all intents and purpoles, as any interruption in
he common courfe of pature.” But then he obferves, that
the thing thefe witnelles are fuppofed to atieft being allo a
miracle, contrary to the wfual courfe of nature, it may be ob-
yc‘f\l that thefe evide: equal, they only deftroy one
oth {1 leave the mind in fufpence. The anfwer he
s docs not fee off He
§Uf obferves, That * this objection draws all its force from
“ Mr. Hume's affertion, that an uniform and upinterrupted ex-
< perience is a_full proof, which when examined will not be
¢ found true, becaufe it is confefled on all hands, that all our
ings congerning matiers of faét ever fall fort of cer-
pefides that this doth not always
, that our reafonings concerning
in fome cafes amount to fuch a certainty as
may be jullly called a full proof ; it may fill be urged, thatan
niform upinterrupted experience, though not mm,) a full
T yet is fuch & p'wb gainit a miracle as is able to counter-
e for it: in which cafe the objeftion ftill
! kept in fufpence. And the gentleman
imfelf feems afterwards to grant, that a fa&’s being contrary
o the ufual courfe of nature affordeth fuch a proof againft it
thing, as s fufficient to countérpoife the
evidence of twelve fuch witnefles as are fuppofed, though he
thiaks it would not de fo, if the number of witneffes were
doubled 5 and that this fhews that the proof againita miracle
arifing from the naure of the fat may be cxceeded by contrazy
human teftimony, which is what Mr, Hume depies. And he
argues, that if we fuppofe the teflimony of twelve perfons for
to be juit equal to the evidénce arifing from the nature
gainft it, and that we have the evidence of twenty
gle reconded jp the Golpe, then fub-
fradting

a mira

of the thing
for zay pa

ar mis
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f the DetsticaL Writers.

the weaker eviden

Lét. 20,
from t

ronger,
of the pofitive teftimony of ci

we fhall have
perfons, «
the defign of the ingenio

manner, was 1

wing been re:

antervail the argument ag
ngencfs of the faét : But be had a mind to put the
ould in favour of Mr. Hume,
he il be an excefs of proc

1 the fide of miracles :

hat the evidence for a

Toaop

g

from the

dy fhewn to be a wro
o contrary to the ufual
flancesa proper pracf o

of nature, is Jum. in-all circy
in the fadt ; where

the cafe may be fa
of the faét is in relic
lee

er evidence M“L.‘ d

than for any fact in
Bitting evider
given o prove that & miraculous fl wasreally done,

e fat, and w
fitions which are 1
miraculou

that great

PNl o et e el
the common and ordinary courfe,

giving a foll 1
mir lous,
ablurd

:
incre 3 \V”uu." t twelve men of found
neft charaters fhould-combine ta atteft a falfho

r worldly interefts and prejudices, and

can be SippSlein julice e iy

regard to the witneflés for Chrif
ard, nor can in any way be acconnted for

at in this cafe there s
one i

miracle on both
to be oppofed t0 the other, and de
m which has impofed upon many,
F frength of Mr. Hume's Efl fics, d
bufe of the word miracle,
er hath

ftroys its evidence
and in which the ¢
riveth its wh e

ding, as this w artfully done, a miracle

Let. 200

an abfurdity,

fhould in th

at the hazard of their live:

Mr. HumE.

ty, as if it were the fame thing, T
he circum{tances fuppofed

349
t twelve men

not properly be called

“ by the i

to the uff

bly given of a mira
a miracl
ture by a particular
wterpofal of i
Buj in th

iy

very valuable pus \
t

e is indeed a

Brvihea i
which hath
fuch a cafe,
worthy of th
proper

no proof at all
FEvol W\LJV be called an

in
oal. mira
P

5 The
e pov

order to la;

ardity
i u.x'm\ e

for not-believing it
ere, is an e
all th

d g U.m i«
its being unufual and extr
t hath not been done, nor ca

on that which is the

cle i f Lord’s refur-
, and required
re neceflary, -ify
hae there fhould
import-

he evidence
pears, T
ncerning

was the

n courfe of

i not to

ing it which

fad itfelf was evid
T t0,accompl
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35 A View of the Desticas Wrikrs. Let. 20,
folen whilft they were afleep, which was no evidence at
all, and was & plin acknowlegement that they knew nothing at
all of the matter, had declared that the difciples-came with a
poweiful band of armed men, and overpowered the guard, and
ied avway_the body : or, if any of the 7ews had averred,
that they were prefent and awake when the foldi
that they faw the difciples carry o Bitly Bicasudh uly of
the difciples to shon Jofis apps ared, and who [\mhﬂ\) ©
have feen and converfed with him after his refur
xuw.m declared, that they were among the
es when he was pretended to have appeared, and i
ety appearances, nor heard any fuch converfation:
were pretended.  On this fuppoftion it might be properly fiid
that there was evidence given on both f
againft Chrift's refurrection, and confequently that there wa
real oppofition of evidence ; in which cafe it woul
carefully to examine the evidences, and compare them one v
nmlfur, in order to judge which of them deferved the g
credit, and how far one of them weakened or impaired the force
of the other. But as t
a very ftrong pofitive cvi
the dead, and fhewed himfelf alive after his refurrettion by
many infallible proofs, and no contrary evidence_produc
againft it, nor any thing alledged to render the evidence n~
was given of it jufly {ufpected ; and fince there are
alo divine wifdom and L,oml
nefs, which rendered it highly proper that Chrift fhould b
saifed from the dead : on this view of the cafe, the extraordi-
wacinefs of the fac, alone confidered, cannot with any propriety
gaintt the truth of it, nor be jullly urged
g fall affent to the evidence concern-
effary to the ends propofed by the divine
hould be of an extraordinary and mira-
d not been fo, it would not have an-
herefore it may juftly be affirmec

iver

i by which

e excell and important

ends for which it was U figned, there i as juft gmrnd to believe
that Chrift rofe ag e dead, as that he was crucified

Shough e larer bes faboriootale ordinary conrfe of na-

ture, and the former was evidently fo. And here it

be improper to mention a remarkable of

ay not
ation of Mr. Locke.
He

Mr. Hum E.

pol it mmd ol bé
wwn knswlege, obfervation, and experience

« \‘lm\\g‘.n me ,,u»m nce and the ordinary courfe of ¢
P )

ngs
aty influer of men, tomake
pxup.)h.d i th
genefs
W\J given of it. £
able to ends aimed at
ange the courfe of nature ;
y may by

other trut h which need (uch 2

vis fo far from thinking with
being miraculous, eyond the
con nd experience, ab
froys all evidence of teffimony that can be given concerning the
truth of the faét; that in his opinion it doth not fo m
leffen th r given to it upon a fair teflimony ; p
fupernataial fu6ts thus atefled were fulable (o the
wrought in atteft
t importance, and of the moft excel-
at in that cafe the more evidently miracu-
Jous the faé s, the iter it is o anfwer the end propofed by I
“he ingenions author of the paper you fent me has very pro-
d up Mr. Hume's srgument againft the evidence of

4 expeienc,

from
a full proof that
upon, nor asticular exception

But the ob i upon, and conflantly
following human teftimony is by no means univerful and unin-
terrupted. And therefore it doc i1 proof,
that it either has or will follow in X

€ Locke's Effay on Human Und
fo&. 13
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9 of the DE1sTICAL Writers. Let. o0,
n this refpect to what he generally
oncerns of his |
ot intire ¢ it is handforhcly 3 2N
eems very proper to fhew, Qr
2 igion, do in ¢ twith-
. at contrary to the plain dic-
But we niced not have recourfe LB E R XX
nce on the fide of r
Some ry'ix:,n;,u on the ext; ) 3
Abbé Qe Paris. He carried Juperfiition to a firan
e i excefs, and by bis ext a7y aufleritic
e GolgaLs v i o bafiencd bis own death,  His charaéler and
a R life of a different kind from that 1
and irtue which is recommended i
en the liberty you allowed me of 'm ng my wations on fome paffages in My.
r you fent me. 1 canriot but eérning the Principles of Morals
s attempe to be a laudable e deni n, and humil
ere are fome things in his way of managing the 9. viriutsy and reprelonss thet 5 ot only il
\.um 1 am fatisfied, L would have alte i having a bad influence on the
. nature of Jelf-denial expla
and exeellency focn,

in oppo-

e to it is the fubflance
of the anfwer I returned to the worthy gentleman who had
wrote to me, and which I base here iferted, becanfe there are
fome things in it that may tead to the farher luf
e 0 Foftcc v m e importats ofice of it s 10 fupport and dear us up uni
The nature of bumility ex It is an
+ and amiable virtue.

SIR
H E miracles of the Abbé made fo great a
noife in. rhv world, n tage hath been
rticulaly

b
pretty largely above in the n
occurred fince, which ha
whi

In that Letter,
the
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Mr. HumE,

ken, or harrafs,
haften his own de Whil
come to the poor, he himfelf voluntarily end
and hardfhips which attend

Mean and wretched was

357

ot il body,

G contrive ways to we
and thereby

d torm

Sirdlc, fiomachur, and bratelesiof

p points. fe were the inftra
ich he was wont to chaftfe himfe
ich he' bore'in' his' bod:

nitence, with w

- And-tiis, »
on, and £

7, hie atribu ml to the

to border

igment perm

but a7

vifion made for him, arily deprived §
conveniencies, and

necefliries of life.
obfeure holc or &

ek pemibgbulithd
i s il o arniffied Jibrary, v.um not been prererted by
£.pro- fome of lsis friends, whofe intereft it Fo
St o sl ihe i
He chofe one
another to live in, and often mixe
with beggars, mbled fo m

e, and: w

chofe

im in his cott man

s
ihat was looked. ups

2 who treated
did all ‘n could: to hid

1 upon a mifer

erwards ia his laft will,

in alitte lodge: i
\ and (,ml W
himfelfintoan
his friends, that

fupport under

{elf more
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view of the DEtsTicAL Writers Let, 2xs X
eat Hops o6 he other ; fine it makes no gre: ©

3 fwifter or flower, provided it was brou;

 preferved without it g :

ir importunity, he feemed fo far

s this from
which the Gofp ¥
o 8 - A W
1 of moral excellence w
it for him, that it really

i K :
ed Saviour himfef in his own ho
Thus it s sl hs T

e he gave to Timothy,

* four years of his lf

tellifies, that he heard him declare it &

Himfelf

u uu with the zen
, which he hm\\u‘ alfa
s will, as well as by

& b m'y, to a future general council i

1 and con miel
feet, g 0 of weaknes

merable multitude of people ran to
s corpfe, fome of \“hum kiffed his feet, others cut off part of
i all manner of evil; others brought

® t ln«\u'mlu
y verified in the places : ”\,1 and focal life.
nk the learned Mgfbeim i Py 1 titnde
hat i in confift-
n be fupy pu{ul, e God fhauld extraordizacl
ris own divine power, to do honour to the bones
o weak and fuperflitious to a degree of folly,
nd wilfally acceflory to his own
rerk; =2y he himfelf had done, extol

cann

, ut fupra, from p. 364. to p. 395.
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Mr. HuM k.

as that w

curious obfervations 5 but I ¢
called: new in his
; which breathes
liberty
g our-

y
theory of mo

0 comprehend u .\1;. it every
ment, fuch

e e
i mo;

e notion of . virtue fo far.
mankind rightly to difting
d excellent, from thofe

rtance to

fh things that

which are not

e of thof
arried it to a gre
> of fictnels llmn the orthiodox mmn.m, And m;

need be

hich | lly reprefents

tion or enthufiafim. - Even
is cenfie, though

forced acknowlegemer

occafion to throw
v
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iew of the DEISTICAL Writers.
But thefc things make properly oo
e Tue good and
e account of his being poffefied of thof
He may have wit, eloquence, a polite behaviour,
tafte in arts, great bodily trength and refolution, a
a bad man. And when thefe things 2
good difpofitions of the
fidelity, , gratitud
to the commur m, th

quali-
a fine
d yet be
d ¢ feparated from
heart, from probity, bencvolence,
, inftead of rendering a man ufeful
qualify him for doing a great deal of
hefe qualities therefore fhould be carcfully di
 which conflitute a good moral cha
1t to be principally recommended to the eftcem
mankind, as having in_ themfelves a real
e worth and exccllence, and as deriving a merit and
y other quality. Nor is it proper in a treatife
ls, which pretends to any degree of accu
found ¢hem all together under one
Mr. Hume enlargeth his notion of virtue, fo s to
al things that do ot feem properly to b
e moral_difpy d qualities, fo he excludeth
s w.m\. are recommend

ed in the Gofpel as

moral temper and condudt, particularly
He obferves, that * Celibacy, fafting,
{elf-denial, bumility, folitude, 2nd
are every-where rejett-
aner of pur-
the world,
y, neither
, nor increafe
joyment contrary, they cro
S
“ the heart, obfcure the far
athor is b
e tly requi
al UV what he c
concerning all alike

and not o

fs d
A fcheme o
and gaiety, and has nothing to do with félf-
i fufferance, will no t be very agreea
ay and frolicfome age. But let us examine
here is for our author’s cenfures,
s are concerned.
h that which he feemeth to have a particular
al. is certainly what our Saviour
1 of.thofe who would approve themfely
He infifteth upon it as an effential condition
they fhould deny themfelves. AMart.
And if we do not fuffer ourfelves tobe
mere found of words, but confider wha
y of
dient in uly ex
nmlh‘u in this {
ites and p:
in a due fubjectios
And this is cert

onour of God, or the
the happinefs of others, or our

the world; in this v
worthy. And indeed whoever confids
felfiflnefs, and

encrous is to be
to deny himfelf
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£ ey

Let.2m)

any great ufe cither to himflf or
progrefs in i
ex dowiments, of even in agreeable qualities, and true
politencfs. This writer hi
which, he tells us, rules in all generon

this prevaileth, the animal conveniences fink gradually
- perfon of the Sto
c fuch important. {\tumu
And that the ma

e
we mulk often mak
and fortune 1o virt

be faith w. that
ks down with contmpt on.all te o

fhe demands.is of a juft

ce of the greater happinefs
reafonably. par with wcfun‘ pl

a in fome other period o

1 2 juft caleulation it contributes too

compenfat

t then he fee he com-
s 1o look for to fome future period of this
the: fhortnefs and uncerta
y.perhaps be thought not
Himfelf. p

pen virtue
P deut mk’ which confidering
little L\u ended

us, nothing
2 . i S
s R0 Eoitlapnt pleafure; or to undergo pre-

ardfhips to obtain it.
h been offered with regard to the important duty

may. help vs.toform ajult notion: of murtifca-

is nearly cor auth

e - e Bl it
purpofe it
body, Rom.

& Engquiry conce siples of: Moral
See the 1gth of his moral and political

ry conce

es of

Let. 21, Mr. Hume:
ortify our members thit dre on the carth, fornicat
A\"d that we

( aken in this view is a noble aét of \'H\u, ,u( “abfol
fary to maintain the dominion of the f

fealons and: oceafions, however

others, may anfwer a very valuable end, and ma

part of felf-difcipline, It may tend both 1o the health of the
I 1 1f

devotion. Bt in this

n, confidered in its
ion, and is far

h the Gofpel pr
e keeping the body under

and in a2 due fibjection to the law of the mind,

¢ with
h the moft
y which is to be found in \lm
ight to govern

e their worlk

« victories ¢ are t
« paffion:

“ enemies, W

Not only does nz.»,: l

mortification,  but. with /

dy fortitude un
nt ftate, and
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proper

i forrows. And in this the
fuperior to that of the moft ad-
Hume has reckoned
i philofopt mlrw~]‘\l}' fyperions o
% nd each alfault of for
& pililephia reuguilitys o wioch bRl of
i Vit Sost wbiel enieth oy
¢ us in the Gofpel, from the affarances
nd fupports, from: the love of God and
from the lively animating hopes of glory,
which fhall crown our patience, and.
1 take notice of, as reprefented
éter h Mr. Hume, tho

derflood. is one. of the moft
greatelt ornaments of the human nature.
to talk of I
want of whic

duitzed, i we would fpeak with exa

ought not ,
It is te give the name of

an_enquiry concerning moral
to a very worthy d poi he Gofpel

i
h a jufk conviétion of
3ol hiag e e
and defedts

nc of the great

Let.2r. M. Homs, 367

ances to our progrefs in the moft excellent and worthy attain:
anifefteth itfelf towards God, by an entire unre

ot and: séfignation to.his au horlty and willghy
sowlegements (»1 our own unworthinels before him,

e upon him, and conflant

proper ac
and a fenfe of our con
And uu‘.m elf towards

need of his gracious alilance
men, by cauling us to yield a due fubmiffion to our fuperiors,
t0 be affable and condefcending to our inferiors, courte:
obliging towrds our cquals, n honour pe

th it, and ready to bear with ez
firmities. In a word, it diffufeth its
the whole of our deportment, and all

kindly influence
as pride and arro

the offices of life. o 1 a

gance. And ility is {o amiable, fo eng o necel-

10 man can hope to

leadk the .\ppu\ ance of it. Our author

among well-bred people, 1 de-
mpt of other:

b
ght

he preference above o polite 1
s with,

 with deference towards thole he conve

pe 0 all the common oc

ety °.”  So that according to him a fhew of

referring others to ourfelves, i <ffiry part of

unm.» cckon humility among

more valuable member

cty Jual t of company,

but on the contrary crofs thofe defirable purpofes, and harden

the heart, and four the tem
B

by

carried humility to an exc

made a better ufe of his abilities it ohich mwhr
have laid a juft foundation for acquiring the praife he feer

fond of, as well as re Ll ulebol s the sworidy i

he had been as indufitious to employ them in ferving and

ing the excellent canfe of religion, .vlg]n«lu happily

" Enquiry concer
Moral and politic

_ibrary, Hobbes I, 40696172



e

DisTicAL Writers. Let, 253 Let M. Huwme.
thofe attributed to the Abbé w et canno

reafonably be pretended tc 1ly miraculon
C R I I) Y I 3 _As 1 have thought myfelf obliged to take notice of that part
o f ! ar a conneftion with
en ed ; {o it is but juft to ob.

£ this Work was finifhied, <

met with a book wh ‘J\ 1 have rea K

propoies to thew i, that the evidecice for the Gl
extraordinary as the fas themfelves ; and
picion of fraud or falthood appeareth in the accounts
e S G with regard to the evidence
brought for the Pagan or pmuh mis ‘Mu
extrag y facts aferibed to &
poition among the I’m.nu of old, or
er times, are all red mm
counts are cither fuch
e o be falfe ; or, the facts are
ppear to be mi
down, by ihich we may ty the pre
03 and Papifls, and which may (et
uppofe o alfe, are
— cr they were not publithed to the
world lo\w.mcr v o et
formed :——Or, they were not publifhed i
it is pretended the fats wére wrough

n, becaufe they
ons and prejudices of thofe
e ref the accounts
iged and {upported by th

¢ fraud, and could
> undeceive t

alous in the cafe.

grd to each of the micacl, T e
markable of which he diftinétly mentio
none of them that do not labou

Afier Lu.nhlui.vg\ﬁoﬁ pretended miracles, which, fro
i pear to be fal
be true, and unb,“ by ig
natural s, yet a
for, without \uppd‘. g
he enters on a large a
Vor. 1.
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350 4 View of the DaisTics

4 ing, co
bierve, that befides the unex
credibility of the Gofp
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1 which a
sinion of the genius and abilities of the
ning matters ul

Let. 22.

dium l‘u\\m bei
€ is fen

negl
and feems to pleaf

“ not obferve in thefe EIl
“ converfation, 2 jult propo
« courle*.” And that }

of tha tha part o his works
lto L m‘.m. after his deceafe. Thefe
make by far the greate m‘lmu;llurion
i 7y, which were pub-

prepared the world not to look for

was friendly to Chriftianity or tk

m apt to think that the extreme info-

contempt v hich in_his other poft-
treated thofe

this way of writin
“ be tedious; and

of the rules might then
thofe repetitions and digreffions, which
which notwithftanding

13
acred among

Tk e G el Lo imag

n
the quality and reputation

defign in thefe wri if we are to take his own
wotd for it, very great advantage might be expected from them
to mmmm\ He ¢ few men have confulted others,

to impofe

icf in an age t0o well

mpreflions. Upon thefe

1 to think that a diftin&t

his writer mig p to farnifh a very proper

h lefs precipitation, and in
:\q'u\uv n be has done : He diftrufted
¢ himfelf, not his t men of the greate i

name, antient
ich hath been taken of the Deiftical nd modern.  But he found ac laf, that it was fafer to truft
Iwas, I muft confefs, himfelf than them, and to proceed by the lig
fure could be underftanding, than to wander after thofe ignes fatui of phi-
which are lofophy “.* “He is fenfible that * it is the modeft, not
which on is prefumptuous enquirer, who makes a real and fafc progret
in the difcovery of diviac tru
knowlege are qualifications which fliould alwa
from the love of
in the difcovery
p,,.;. ed by he diftte

t of his own

firoiateos b E
e
caifeth himfelf

* Boli mL‘)m ke’s Works, vol.
< Thid. p. 1hid
i Ihid, y

. Hobbes | 40696172
lbrarv, Hobbes I, 40696172



eift; to
attributes
gainft
fio-

# dire

that he would b
aked

e ma
he expet
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‘iew of the DEISTICAL Writers. Let. 22

inely infpired;” and he reprefents thofe that
to juftify them aving “ ill hearts as well as heads,
worfe than athei ns, :h ,w they may pafs for {aints*.”
geth thofe with im ““who would impofe on us as
* the wuxd of God, a book ich contains fcarce any thing
< that is not repugnant to the wi power, and other at-
« tributes of a Supreme All-perfect being *.” And he roundly
pronounceth, that * there are grofs defects and palpable falfe:
“ hoods in almoft every page of the Seriptures, and the whol
“ tenor of them fud.,.hnomw who acknowleges \\nplemz,
“ All-perfedt Being, can believe it to be his word ».”
cimen of his invectives
ent, and which he u eth on many ULL’NO S,
h feeming refpect of Chriftianity,
y ured to invalidate the evidences
ht to fupport it, but he pafleth the fevereft cen-
s upon dorines which he himfelf reprefenteth as original
ial dotrines of lhe Cl 'u ('my rell {e

b notion of
he afferts that the
“hriftian uu»'n ine of redemp-
tion, and fui nents, is as bad or wor
i froseh iy poured orttrs wpon

part of the New T

oipel was different from tha
That he
nd where his gofpel is in
profane, and trifiing %,
endlemen who ave fhewn litel
Scriptures, have yet fpoke wit
ges of antiquity. But Lord Boling
i the greateft men of all ag

nd fcorn. Tt is allowable indeed

s N

Let. 22; Zord BOLINGBROKE. 377

artial enquirers after truth, to differ from perfons of high
putation for knowlege and learning, antient and mod
fometimes it is the more neceffary to point out their error
the authority of great names fhould lead men afide

But whilft we think ourfelves obliged to deteé

there is a decent regard to be paid tF It would be wro

treat them i axeproachful and contemptuous marner.
iswhat our author hath done. 1 all the paffages were laid t
gether, in which he hath inveighed againft the wifeft and moft
e e hilofophers, »
, they would fill no fmall vo
ind of declmatory invedtives recur fo often in thefe
Tays, as cannot but create great difguft to every reader of
@afte. 1 Mall mention a few paffages out of a multitade that
might be produced, and which may ferve as a fample of the
ref. He faith of the philofophers, that “* they feem to acquire
« Knowlege only as a neceffary flep to error, and grow fo fond
<« of the later, that they cltcern it nio longer a human, but
« it by an imaginary apotheofis up to a divine feience — That
4 thefe fearchers after truth, thefe lovers of wifdom, are no-
« thing better than venders of falfe wares— And the moft ir-
« rational of all proceedings pafs for the utmoft efforts of hu-
« maneafon =" He reprefents metaphyfical divines and phi
Tofophers as having
“ nary light a ‘!nv §
adneft, and mes wit emy's mmmw
« faggered about, other in their dreams 8.”
Speaking of Plato and rifotle, he fays,  their works hav
been preferved, perhaps more to the detriment than to the
dvancement of learning 5. And though he fometimes com-
) he proneunces that he ¢ fubftituted fantaftical
vfiead of teal knowlege, and corrupted fcience to tho
« veryfonrce.” ‘That  he loft hi n the clouds —when
< he declared, that the two offices of philofophy are the con-
< templation of God, and the abfirdting of the fovl from cor-
fe"—and that he and Plato were mad enough to
of fuch cor
".v('ﬁ:‘.o'v.llpﬂzg feattered throv
feveral large feftions which contain
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ers who ha

or inforce any
Herepref

1t the

rewards ai

hare of this evil,

, fublime, meta

hyfical, but non-
ut heifls in general he reprefents as
7 ways into a confederacy with the

But befid
phers and ¢
moft celeb
manners, and th
ous, eredulous,
m were unfit ta
nired clofenefs of rea-
en common in
divines, he tak

us of diftinguiih

none has been mor
“ read too much to think enong

Bolingbroke's Works,

Vol. i,

: them,

ROKE.
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raphrafe of nonfeafe,” —and erce, {pe:
ife in the ftudy of an unmean- does he call him ious a 2
L4" He charges it fo far as to fay, d Willafs ml
gon, and theol ogical much as the the 2
my dingflect is {poken of with contempt s a e laft mentione
ahu Huet, Bochurt, and the Chriftian antiquaries s the fever uw'm“
Archbihop Tillstfon treated with greater regard. d
ofe that have written “ maker of hypothefc
y Grotius, Selden, and Puffendorf. That all chas he
nd Uper plex the plaineft thing in the world, a as a ftring of
¢ deem to be great writers on  this fabje®, by much the fam < on that {ubje 3
right as he might be called a great trav wi “ philofopl d it was a patient of Dr.
from London to Paris by the Gape # : E % “ yet pertectly reftored vulhﬁn.u " He
nofic of the Chiiftan philofophers of he fpeaks with fo indeed wl».‘n been a man of
much refpect as Mr. L reprefénts: hion 28 Beviog him with fenf:
dreamed that he had a power of form ra&t 2 learned lunatics 5 and e teeass bis way
and mentions this a5 a proof that * there is fich a thing 3va ture flate,
! delirium ".” And he charges it upon himasa a dementia qus
he fhould write # Commentary on the late Lord Prefi W of
Difcourfe on the Reafonablenefs of

treats with fo much

e eminently learned Dr. Samust
ma pruum;hov's('u matift, and reprefents
dvanced, that we know the rule ¢
h 1». other Ex
Vintnrcirl f, might be ,w“m Having compared the. reafone
hi to perlons in Je nd the feveral forts of madmen there, he
knows him- § ;
o are one 10" of madmen, many divines
 HBdble de Mt i 5o “ and theifts another fort ;" { that  thefe forts of mad-
ev men are princiy e four Mm where
rhapfody of pre- " ¥ X
, of proj ;munc abfurdities, of evafions
on pu, and in one

W artific
‘mlwh\—fl“:» o hy—fpiritual \.‘.‘tm(c,
and incorporeal effence—but above all, the Chriftian divines

gbrolce's Works, vol. v. p. 286. 23
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After w

o confider he hath offered concerning divine
xal, with a view to fhew that an extraordinary

| of God to mankind is abfolutely needlefs,

nent.  And fhall cc

teth to the C
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Lord BOLING BROKE
ly moderately, but immod
that learned divir ted that it is fo. Itis thus that he thinks fit to
i And m,,‘, Thisisam e
armonious concurrence of dict ', But tho
goodnefs and ju 1o n \up to the bef
wifdom ' He charges them ki
s in God is the only directing m d
wildom : and that wifdom a fufficient 3 n d of the

0 execute under this direétion. afons an infinite mind might have r r k: proceedings, to
it were fo, the happinefs of man ounce confidently, that he had, an have, 1o other
nable (0 the goodnefs of God, that i, reafon or motive. It may well be 1upu)iu¥. that in bringin
ofition to this he afferts, that ** wifdom this vaft univerfe and the various orders of beings in it into ex-
g principle of divine con- iftence, he had in view the exercife and difplay of his own glori

e deny that wifdom is the di- ous perfections, not merely of any one but ofall his perfcctions,

all plead for”the harmonious concur- bis majety and greatnels, his wildom, power, holinefs, and
ot for confound- fon. This is an end worthy of God, a

i

whole nature gs in all its vaft extent : nor ot only

he can be faid to propofe an end to himfe
i nec mes, and in it is faid, that he made his re
every inflance, ut mnmuu of its capacity, and m:m communicat
le degree; but as 2 moft wife goodnef, i. e. a that §
his conjunction with, and under the fach meafur
e without diffintion tions, as hould feem fit to his infink
ou o or @ per- t worthy of them, and becomi
ine goodnefs would. be dif- @
quence to th v \"J m the m happy at
B his gmm» e
exercifed in
o

ally to mal
is mm.‘\ nt with moral agency ol SOt i hee
iite wifdom, \goodnefs, righteoufic
rther with a view to c\pu(t thy L"JU trine of the
to the goodnefs of God, tha

th the divines,

1] s oF 0. g
he Himflf, after having
od made man to communi

1t0 our power to

1 Ibid
Dda
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406 A View of the Dersticar Writers. Let. 23

qument for a future flate from thofe attributes, he fets
prefet fate of things is fuflicienrly
e divine juftice and goodnefs, and
ifed or difplayed b
further manifeftation or difplay of

oduce one pallage more, and
Towards the conclufion of b
phe e day e line of feparation between natural
and artifici obferves ‘that by that, viz. natural
aght to acknowlege and adore the infinite
God, manifelted in every part of his
sdefs and juftice to him where-ever
cribe them, that is, where-
ever cither his works, or the difpenfations of his providence,
do as neceffarily communicate thefe notions to our minds, as
wer are communicated to us in the
Where-cver they are not fo commu-
me very reafo i
ridly conformabe to il the divine
10 g jultice,
1om fo m:

divine _providence acts,
we may refolve all into the m of God, and not prefame

to account for them morall part of this |~\lm"g

teferende o e Ghesne - SF-retd

sh we know to convince us of

er himfelf here owns to

be in many thl.m y e eceffarily communicated to us

from his wo 3 f t we 1 m\m/vm to re-

femble him hef al pe t as we know
them.

Before I conclude this hall take fome notice, be

¢ aftcrwards have pportanity for it,

¥ Vol

Let.23.  Lord BoLixGaROKE.

of what he hath obfe u‘ acerning etern;

concerning the eternal re d fitne
He finds great fa A" with Dr.

others, for

manner of ki

(un.u.lv w

h abufed by thofe whoar

profane as well as pre-
and mere cant
re for the mof

 of thofe ob-
not be ac-
Th

hath no dout , and to wrong and un

able wa effion : as any one muft be convinced, that
Knows what c there have been in the fchools about
the di ich have given rife to arrogant and foolifh
ettt N et nt with the veneration that is due to
the fupreme incomprehenfible Being fe of that
expreffon is not to be oo

us he
might m determined in the divine ieas,
ere fhonld be 2 gradation of life and intelleét through
ww repeats it again, that this ap-
e ideas, that is, to fpeak
onclly, to the v\vr:\xm  divine reafon o intention®,”
g as equivalent to the divine
he latter more proper
He elfewhere declares,

“ aferibe ide

Vol. . p. 356
, 36, 37, 3

P
et
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f the DeisticaL Writers. Let. 24

¢s he hath made, or that he

over them, as I governor, or

Il the purpofes of religio
lege a God atall. Itis one great
es of the Old and New Tefta-

Al the orders

r exercifing a continy

e e,
ommend the Scriptures to

ncipal ground of
vl

v 5 nce
s proceedings againft rhc divines, who, he pretends, join b
the Atheifls in milicprefenting and oppofing it. But if his

oy 3, it will appear that notwithftand-

me a difpenfation
that ¢ the world

Il cont
2 vi ‘muu‘km,

Let. 24. ord BOLINGBROKE,

« and apply thefe matc
 the Creator ly one for us.
“ he 1 as left to the freedom

“*-gf me aj

di

« vidence tha

‘providence in the o

and, as he elfewhere

the freedom of his own will,

farther about the individ
1thHou over me

of the law of nature r ualé, but mwmmv c
bodies &, He finds fault with the notion, \"!mn‘ h

tained amon

“ tive to the
or rather fee,
determine the exiftence of
l t < the div

s, in the exect nnn of
egerents of providence
becomes that of a
d men

ot from them,
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sricaL Writers. Let, 24 et Lord BoLixcaROK
an m...;.r; from which thofeations fow = Erine rticular provid
vern them ¢ infringing the liberty which g and if d
o them, 4 moral agents, muft heeds argue a wifdom ave a sver our whole te

ily confidered and be
power that exceedeth our compre] e
to prove that this is impoffible, or even difficul,
li-comprehending mind ? We may reafonably con-
at immenfe Being, whofe effence poffeffeth every 3
univerfe, is prefent to every individual of the b a ly providence obferveth the
And if that moft wife, holy, and abfolutely per- in every d d s ready to affift and fupport us
the Great Governor of the world, bealways prefent init, and moft ¢ y Tt to pafs unrewarded !
) human race, then every individual, On the other hand, what an cffectual reftraint would it be to
5 camftances, moft wicked actions, had this thought fkror
our minds, ey are all perfectly known in every circum-
flance to the moft wife and righteous governor of the world 3
and that if he fhould not at prefent follow them with immedi-
ate punifhment, yet the ¢
AR ¥ o afbrict account for them ! Fi
s ek i e s Tibeile s, providence, 2 moft wily orderin

tend to all their particular cafe ating g cular perfons, is a ¢ %
ner perfedtly confflent with, the exercfe of thei rea- Ii the uncertaintic ons of this prefent
wers, and the ufe of their own endeavours. . No confideration is fo well fitted to produce a chearful
s whatis to be nnderftood refignation, and an inward folid peace and joy of heart as this,
fignifics, ym\‘\dumc ex- thatall things, all particular cafes Aml(uu mflances, are u

Sicaliie e individuats; of theshuriart the- dire¢tion and government of
» wwriter denies : that God exercifeth a righteoufnefs and goodnef
continual infpection over them, and knoweth and obferveth out the direction or pey
both the good and evil aétions they perform, and even the moft Nothing therefore could nded that the boat
s the Eficureans, who expefted to be plauded as friends and
bencfators to mankind, on the account of their ¢
del e apprehenfions of a pro This
be fome relief to very bad men; and tend o maky
them cafy in their fins, but it was an attempt to
of that which is the chief fu .
and the moft powerful encour

rob good men

ould be of no great advan

i the pupofes of relgin, |
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nds to nations an: communities,
ectively, but not individually. But it
7 a proper care could be taken of col-
fividuals of w

d 1o e

ent, that would b

1 had ot yet formed
d that they were th
ill it be allowed tl
hey were only in fami-
fmaller

to large nations ot empi
¢ fenfe i it to be underfood, that pre

« the

anctions of the
1 conflitution

o divine provi

motives d\“m!mm

the

Let. 24. Lord BoLINGBR

the effects of virtue and vice on col
« a5 pacticular perfons will be
« them, becaufe  they confider ther
“ catch at pleafure rath
are made up of fa
well conftituted,
th;mm. 0 fear of God, or r
to individuals, there cannot
ot
Lovd Bolingbroke wwould,
coniftent with himfelf, if he b
vidence hath any regard o mankind at o
it extends t colle@tive bodies,
, which prove a_provid
eral, do alfo, if r

ifed towards particular perfons
his \

fes and circumftance

and jutice of div
nd jutice of d

14, i
in my opi

‘ij (mhiuu‘y prove t

n\ extendeth to
fet
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man and ev

hought fit to oppe mannerhere 0 e
i maintain that this pr

nd that it would be

s maintaining

markably rewarded
that_the temporar
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well be
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t he frequently in
s much fup

e reprefents it a5 a1

n above our
“ conception % difference
“ between {¢

are created intelligence
Sbfurdity of fuppofing that they

dminiftra-
figher orders of ereatures may
1 of providence be defigned to affift, and ex=
It may réafonably

he b
v of the univerfe, and to connedt the different orders
d carry on a proper intercourf between them
nce, and the interpofition of fiiclh
believed by man-

ned in the tevela
now affamed;
h that can

epended upon.
ftrationz of providence ar
pleafed to infinuate, whick

For when God makes ufe

i a future

to the tr
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